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Preface 


Our  voluiDe  xvi  was  devoted  to  the  docunieiitary  history  of 
the  French  regime  in  tlie  region  of  the  u])per  Great  Lakes, 
froni  1G34  to  1727.  The  present  V(diiine  is  in  continuatiuii 
thereof,  being  composed  entirely  of  documents  of  like  charac- 
ter, bearing  dates  1727-1748,  Englislied  from  their  French 
originals.  The  period  heroin  treated  ^vas  that  in  which  the 
French  possessed  the  most  complete  control  of  Western  terri- 
tory, and  dictated  every  step  ui  i)olicy  lor  llie  fur-trade  posts 
and  their  aboriginal  allies. 

Having  for  a  generation  past  been  trained  in  subserviency 
to  French  traders,  the  savages  of  the  'TJi)per  Country"  had  be- 
come econoniically  dependent  on  the  latter,  both  for  food  and 
clothing.i  Their  finery,  formerly  siin])le  and  of  dome.-lic  make, 
now  came  from  Paris,  in  the  form  of  silver,  bronze,  and  eopp'T 
ornaments;  they  dressed  in  cloths,  not  skins;  they  pursued 
game  and  their  (>n(;inies  with  hre-ai*ms,  rather  ihan  with  arrows 
and  spears;  no  longer  did  primitive  agriculture  and  manufac- 
ture meet  their  desires;  tliey  cultivated  their  tiekls  with  Imk^s 
of  iron,  discarding  those  of  wooil,  stone,  or  l)one  ;  their  cm-reney 
was  no  longer  clam-sludl  wam})um,  but.  artilieial  hc^ads  (.f  I'  rencii 
porcelain;  and  they  had  accjuiriul  a  passion  for  the  white 
man's  bramly — which  in  Indian  pai'hinet>  was  jh(>  "milk"  fur- 
nished by  their  nourishing  father,  the  goxcrnor  (>(  Canada. 

In  return  for  all  theses  French  goods,  the  traders  demandetl 
])(dtries.  To  obtain  these,  as  gaint*  fast  receded  bel'ori^  increaM'tl 
slaughter,  tiie  Indians  must  range  fartlun-  ami  farlhcr  into 
the  WestcrTi  Avoods.  The  gr(>ed  of  their  Kur(»p<\in  mas(oi*s  was 
inexorable.  QNot  c(nitent  with  [he  trad(>  that  canu'  l'n»m  sup- 
])lying  the  ordinary   needs  of  their  customers  tin*  latter  wcixi 
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urged  and  even  forced  to  increase  the  stock  of  fiii--;  a  full  ex- 
ploitation of  tlio  resources  of  the  wihlerness  was  demanded,  and 
it  was  not  long,  under  this  regime,  befure  the  aborigine-,  had 
quite  lost  their  independence. 

IS^o  longer  could  they  enjoy  their  free  life  of  tlie  [>a-\.  At 
the  connminds  of  French  ofiicers,  they  abandoned  their  uhi-tinie 
villages^  and  clustered  their  huts  and  tepees  ar(jund  the  fur- 
trading  posts,  which  were  established  at  centres  (-f  inlhieiu-e 
throughout  this  vast  territory.  The  chief  of  these  were  at  De- 
troit and  Mackinac.  The  latter,  a  natural  entreijut,  was  the 
earliest  settlement  in  the  Upper  Country.  Detroit  was  of  later 
date,  and  intended  not  only  as  an  agricultural  station  but  as  a 
bulwark  against  the  machinations  of  the  English.  Of  >A\\y- 
sidiary  2)osts,  those  at  Green  Bay  (La  Baye),  and  ('hequaniegon 
(La  Pointe),  in  Wisconsin,  were  upon  strategic  trade  routes,  as 
well  as  in  the  midst  of  largo  masses  of  Indians.  The  po>ts  of 
St.  Joseph's  Ivivor,  Ouiatanon,  and  JMianii,  coannianih'd  inijMirt- 
ant  portages,  and  were  in  ck)se  relation  with  j)oj)uh»us  tribrs  of 
barbarians.  Without  the  authority  of  the  governor  nf  Canada, 
nevertheless  in  close  connection  with  the  interests  «>f  tlir  I  ii[)er 
Countiy,  were  the  Louisiana  i)osts  (d*  X'incenncs  on  ihe  Waba.^h, 
and  Fort  Cliartres  in  the  Illinois, 

At  these  several  wilderness  foi'tilications  —  crudt<  bui  -i.'Ut 
strongholds,  either  of  logs  or  of  stone,  as  siluati«»n,  n<  e«i<.  nr  ma- 
terials warranted — 'the  Jesuit  missiomiry  {ov  "black  rol»o,''  as 
the  savages  called  him)  zealously  shepherded  hi>^  ll<.ck  of  dusky 
neophytes,  baptized  their  infants,  married  their  young.  (Mim- 
selled  the  wayward,  and  brric^l  llieir  <lead.  All  might  have 
been  harmony  among  them,  had  il  not  hvcn  for  the  one  recalci- 
trant tribe  of  Ilenards  (Loxe<).  who,  refiising  M\l>mi%!»ion  to 
French  ])alermdism,  had  for  ui>wards  nl'  iiflcen  years  embroiled 
the  security  of  the  llpiHu*  (\»uutry. 

The  volume  opens  with  a  dccuuK^it  "r^mcerning  the  Foxo.^," 
giving  a  brief  sumauary  of  ihe  various  n-bollious  i\\u\  ]>nnativo 
expeditions  up  to  1727.  The  Fox(*s  arc  shown  to  be  now  in- 
triguing with  the  v(M  unsubj(>c(cJ  trilx'^  of  the  Sioux  ow  the 
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west,  and  the  Einglisli-syinpathizing  Six  Nations  on  tlie  ea-t  — 
thus  linking  in  one  confederacy  savages  dwelling  throughout  the 
vast  stretch  from  Lake  Ontario  to  the  trans-^Iississippi  regions ; 
and  threatening  by  their  superior  numbers  to  overwhelm  the 
French  Indians.  Orders  w^ere  tlicrefore  dispatched  from  Que- 
bec to  detach  the  Sioux  from  the  Fox  alliance  on  the  one  side ; 
and  by  blocking  the  road  to  the  Iroquois  on  the  other  to  isolate 
the  Foxes,  and  then  crush  them  at  leisure. 

T'he  first  step  in  this  programme  was  to  be  the  erect i(^ii  a 
post  among  the  Sioux.  Oifhccrs  and  missionaries  were  carefnlly 
chosen,  the  equipment  being  furnished  by  a  mercantile  company 
formed  to  exploit  the  trans-Mississippi.  A  site  upon  Lake 
Pepin  Avas  selected,  and  the  construction  of  Fort  Bcauharnois 
begun  amid  showers  of  fireworks,  of  which  it  was  written: 
^'When  these  i)oor  people  saw  the  ii  re  works  in  the  air,  and  the 
stars  falling  from  heaven,  women  and  childi'cn  took  to  flight, 
and  the  most  courageous  of  the  men  cried  for  mercy,  and  ur- 
gently asked  that  the  astonishing  phiv  of  this  terril)ie  medicine 
should  be  made  to  cease." 

With  the  Sioux  thus  awed  into  submission,  nn  expedition 
designed  to  crush  the  Foxes  in  tlieir  villages  was  sent  out  under 
the  command  of  Marchand  de  Ligiiery.  We  |)rosont  his  oflicial 
report,  made  to  the  French  ministry,  wherein  he  admits  that  liis 
army  of  twelve  hundred  Indians  and  four  liundred  and  hfty 
French  succeeded  merely  in  bnrning  a  few  deserted  cabins  and 
retiring  ingloriously  to  Mackinac.  iMesscngcrs  were  sent  f(»rth- 
with  to  Fort  Eeauharuois,  which  was  hastily  abandtuied.  part 
of  its  garrison,  while  on  their  way  to  tJie  Frcnch  fort  in  the 
Illinois,  being  ca])tured  by  hostiles.  La  Bnyc  (Gircu  Bay) 
was  likewise  evacnated,  and  for  the  time  bidng  the  \Vi<enn-in 
wilderness  was  free  from  Eluropean  domination. 

The  only  recoui^e  now  left  to  tlu^  def(\iti'd  Imimu-Ii  was  to  t\u  n 
loose  upon  the  victorious  Foxes  the  enmity  of  all  the  neighbor- 
ing tribes,  wdio  by  gradnally  harassing  the  insolent  rebels  and 
cutting  off  stragglers,  might  wear  awav  their  ]>owcrs  of  resist- 
ance. This  policy  proved  successful  from  the  military  |>oint  of 
view,  but  disastrous  to  (he  fur  trMflic;  for  snnill  band>  o(  trajv 
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pers  and  traders  were  no  longer  safe,  and  energy  and  anjinnni- 
tion  fonnerly  nsed  in  tracking  beaver  were  perforce  emiiloyed 
in  lumting  linman  Foxes.  JTowever,  by  the  year  1720,  the 
.  IJenards  were  sning  for  })eace,  and  tlie  sncceeding  year  .saw  them 
brongbt  to  bay.  xVfter  a  lierce  eaniiiaign  in  ibe  Luke  Winne- 
bago conntry,  bisting  for  more  than  a  nionlh,  the  reti-caling 
tribes  were  discovered  entrenched  near  "le  Kocher,"  in  ibe  Jlli- 
nois,  attempting  to  eut  their  way  eastward  through  hostile  terri- 
tory to  an  asylum  among  the  Irocpioi.s.  .Message-  to  the  lUinoi?, 
to  Fort  St.  Joseph,  and  to  Oniatanon  brunght  out  a  formidable 
w^ar  party  of  French  and  Indian  allies,  whieh  for  twenty-nine 
days  besieged  the  fugitives  in  their  stronghold.  Uednced  at 
last  to  the  ^'erge  of  starvation,  the  Ucnards  sallied  forth  in  the 
darkness  of  a  storm,  only  to  be  overtaken,  nuniy  of  them  U-ing 
massacred  during  the  following  days.  It  wa.-^  reporUMl  to  ilie 
French  governor  tliat  "not  more  thnn  .")()  or  <i()  n,cn  I'^capi-d 
Without  guns  and  Without  any  of  tlu'  1  inplonicnt-  lor  pr."-ui-ing 
Subsistence." 

This  staggering  did'eat.  a])i)('ars  t<»  ha\  e  urou-rd  a  -cniintrnt  oi 
pity  among  the  sa\ages  hostile  to  the  Keuiird-.  **()ur  lril)C3 
were  very  anxious  to  spare  llu^  rcnar(U'  lives;'-  Mianw  bile  it 
was  Found  thai  the  Sakis  wci-e  betraying  ns  "tlie  Oniatanons 
entered  with  I'eluctance  upon  the  sicgt'" — ibese  are  thr  -igniti- 
c*ant  reports  of  the  I^'rench  coininuindanl-.  The  >uceceding  yi-ar 
Govei-nor  Beauharnois  writes  thai  allhough  the  l>low  intlieted 
on  the  Kenards  was  *"a  hea\y  one,  and  cau>e(l  the.  de>truetiuu  of 
the  majoi'ity  of  that  nation.  The  Slave<  whom  dinsc  savagt'>  had 
succeeded  in  wilhdrawing  from  tlu>.  .\;»lives  wilh  wlioiu  ilu'v 
Wei'i^  had  enabled  llieui  to  make  up  a  N'illaiie  of  i:.  (\il»iu>." 

Despite  (he  coxcrl  sympaiiiy  'I'  the  .iiiaeking  iribiv-,  and  the 
elforts  of  the  F»xes  to  secure  allies  a-  far  j-emoved  from  their 
teri-itory  as  the  .Mahicau  and  tht^  Abenaki,  ibe  l-'rcnch  cause 
again  li  inmphcd  lu  the  fai-  West  ;  lh(>  Sioux  po>t  wa>  nM^liib- 
lished,  ami  a  delachmeut  .sent  to  I'e-erccl  ilial  at  llnx-n  Hay. 
J)uring  (lie  progress  of  this  lalter  c^venl,  occnrrctl  tlu^  \nifortim- 
jito  encoun((M'-  which  has  until  now  been  known  oul_\  tlinmgli 
the  tradition  KnmiumI   IVoui  tlu>   langiade  family  wherein 
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prominent  French  officor  was  killed  at  La  Bayc.  l)e  Villiers, 
the  victor  in  the  campaign  at  i.e  liocher  {  17:J0),  heing  sent  to 
command  at  La  Baye  (1733),  incantionsly  and  without  a  guard 
went  to  the  Sank  village  to  demand  some  refugee  Foxes;  a 
nmsket-shot  killed  his  son  at  his  side,  whereupon  l)e  Villiers 
fired  promiscuously  into  the  crowd  of  savages,  who  in  the  melee 
shot  him  down.  Fven  the  French  reports  lay  the  blame  for  this 
mischance  upon  the  rash  officer  himself. 

This  affair  had  two  important  consetpiences :  First,  the  con- 
federating of  the  Sauk  with  the  Iienards;  second,  the  I'enu.val 
of  the  allied  hands;  beyond  the  borders  of  Wisconsin.  Wiiile 
frequently  sym[)atliizing  with  and  scx!retly  aiding  their  kins- 
men the  Foxes,  the  Sauk  had  up  to  this  time  ostensibly  re- 
mained French  Indians.  Stung  by  a  sense  of  inju.-ticc,  and 
by  the  di-ead  of  not  being  able  tu  expiate  the  death  of  s(>  promi- 
nent a  French  official,  they  now  united  their  fate  with  that  of 
the  Foxes.  Becoming  thus  more  formidable,  tliey  wiibdrew 
f]"oni  tlieir  old  habitat  at  Green  Bay,  ami  sought  refuge  in  the 
land  of  the  Iowa,  beyond  the  ]\rississippi.  There  they  continued 
to  harass  Fren(di  fur-traders,  to  cut  oif  baiuls  of  French  Indians, 
and  to  pursue  the  timid  Illinois  to  tlic^  very  gates  of  the  l''rent'h 
posts.  Finally,  after  I)e  Noyelle's  unsuccessful  land  expeilition 
against]  theim  (173  1),  tliey  grew  more  in-olent,  killed  stray 
French  voyageurs,  and  compell(Hl  llic  abamlonment  (1737)  of 
the  pO'St  aim  on  g  the  Sioux. 

Altiiough  foiled  in  tlieir  exploitation  oF  tlie  t raiis-^M issi.ssippi 
region,  the  I^rench  were,  under  th(>  lead  oi  ilu^  venturesome  I. a 
Verendryes,  discovering  new  territory  and  bnibling  new  forts 
in  the  far  Xoi'lhwest.,  beyond  Lake  Superioi-  and  mit  toward-* 
Lake  \\^innij)eg  and  its  great  ti'ibulary  \alleys.  'Hie-e  ex|'lo\'»i- 
tions  not  being  within  our  lield,  we  ha\-e  (•■mitle*!  reiHirl>  ccn- 
cei'ning  them,  save  wliei\'  they  Ix-ar  upon  the  lii>I<iry  et"  Wiseou- 
sin  and  the  sli'nggie  of  tll(^  l'"reneh  wilh  llu'  {''oxcs  an«l  the 
Sioux. 

During  all  tlu^  difficult ies  along  the  great  ^^>x  Wisconsin  inu-t- 
age  ro'Ul<^  thi'(>ugh  Wisconsin,  Sieur  de  la  Konde,  a  Froncli  otH- 
eer  of  long  exnei'ience,  had  succeeded  in  keeping  in  nrder  the 
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CliippeAva,  resident  near  his  post  on  the  Bay  of  Cliecpiamcgon, 
and  in  preserving  a  trade  route  to  the  Mississippi  by  way  of 
Lake  Superior  and  the  interhicing  rivers  Boi<  Jirule  and  St. 
Croix.  Infurniatiun  was  liei'e  ^^ecured  concerning  luas.-es  of 
copper  ore  along  the  suuthern  shore  of  the  great  hd^e.  Speci- 
mens sent  to  France  assayed  satisfactorily,  and  l,a  lionde  was 
ordered  to  exploit  the  mines,  l.-iching  expert  advice,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  securing  through  the  agi-ucy  of  the  home  g<;vernment 
two  German  miners,  who  tCiited  the  lodes  at  Oiitonagan,  Bhick, 
and  Iron  risers  and  rej^orted  favorably  upon  their  richness  and 
availability.  Thereupon  ].a  K<jnde  presented  an  elaborate 
memoir,  detailing  his  past  seiTice,>,  an.d  ])ri)posing  certain  grants 
from  the  king  to  work  the  mines  and  build  l)anj-nes  for  the 
transport  of  the  metal  down  the  Great  Lakes.  Tlic-^e  plans  had, 
however,  no  permanent  result.  V/a.r  breaking  out  beiwecii  tlie 
Sioux  and  Ghippowa,  the  entire  up[)er  region  wa-  embroiled, 
and  La  lionde  died  before  he  couhl  secure  residts. 

]\Ieanvrhile  an  otHcer  ai)peared  in  the  AVest  who  proved  him- 
self able  to  command  the  recah'itrant  tribes  and  re-tore  trari(piil- 
ity  in  the  r})pcr  Country.  I'hi.-  was  Sieur  Marin,  who  tigures 
largely  in  this  period  of  Wisconsin  history.  The  mhuvcs  of  Ins 
inflnenco  are  not  clearly  discernible,  but  ])robably  were  due  to 
his  tact  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  abm-iginal  characteris- 
tics. He  was  out  of  favor  at  court,  so  that  only  by  rei^^atod 
ex])ostulatiens  and  asseverations  of  his  useluln(:\ss  eouhl  the  gvn- 
ernor  nniintain  this  valuable  oihcial  in  his  counnand.  Xever- 
theless  he  .vucc-eded  wlicre  all  others  faileil,  bringing  Sioux, 
Fox,  and  Sauk  chiefs  (o  Montreal  to  sue  for  peace,  and  tiiially 
])ersuading  a  portion  ol"  tbc  rebeN  to  return  to  tlu-ir  anee>lral 
seatvs  on  tbe  upper  watiu's  of  Ton  Kivm'. 

r)Ut  pn»long(Ml  (letiance  ly  thi>  om^  obstiinite  tribe  ha«l  had  it.- 
effeet  ujx.n  the  loyally  of  tbe  subservient.  .\fler  tlie  strain  of 
hostilities  b-lween  French  ami  Fuglish  in  1\ ing  (leorge'.s  War 
(1744-17  IS)  bad  continued  nearly  tliree  years.  spirit  of  n- 
volt  began  to  arise  among  all  tbe  allie*!  tribes,  and  ..n  ovcry  side 
the  vast  Indian  empin^  of  N<'w  Kran^v  tlnv,Mtoued  to  fall  \n 
ruins.     A  new  sv-^lem  of  l(>asing  tbe  posts  [o  tho  higljo>t  bidder 
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was  now  iiianguratcd,  Avliicli,  wliilo  repleiiisbiiig  the  depleted 
colonial  treasury,  iiiaintaiiied  a  goverrniiental  inoiKJixjly  of  the 
Indian  trade,  extorting  extravagant  jirices  for  the  snpi)lies  that 
had  become  necessary  to  aboriginal  existence.  This  caused 
much  dissatisfaction  among  the  natives  and  embarrassing  com- 
parison \vitli  the  freedom  enjoyed  by  English  traders,  who  in 
consequence  could  offer  better  prices  and  better  goods.  For 
soane  years  the  Miami  had  been  secretly  dealing  Avith  Pcnnsyl- 
vanians  Avho  descended  the  Ohio-  A  large  band  now  boldly  de- 
parted from  the  French  fort  on  !},Iaiunee  liiver  and  established 
a  ner\v  village  at  Pickawillany,  on  the  Great  Miami,  where  they 
openly  traded  with  the  F'nglish  who  ilocked  thither. 

The  iJetroit  Huron  had  lung  been  restless  under  the  enmity 
of  their  Ottawa  and  Futawatumi  neighbors..  The  band  of  chief 
Nicolas  settled  at  Sandusky  in  o)'d(u*  to  approach  moru  nearly 
to  the  Einglish  settlements,  and  here  was  laid  the  t>lot  for  a  for- 
midable conspiracy  Avhich  was  to  surprise  and  massactrc  the 
French  garrison  at  Detroit.  The  Ottawa  at  Michiliniackinac 
were  likewise  intriguing — none  but  tlie  Fotawatomi  could  now 
be  trusted.  However,  the  threatenrMl  I'cvolt  colhipsed  lx,'foixj 
doing  serious  hann.  A  premature  uprising  warned  the  Detroit 
garrison.  Among  the  ]Miami,  a  few  French  were  killed  and  the 
fort  partially  burned,  but  a  detachment  of  soKliers  from  Detroit 
restored  order  and  authority.  A  stroiig  convoy  was  shipped  both 
to  ^lackinac  and  Detroit,  and  this  show  of  force,  coujilcd  with 
news  of  the  prospect  of  amity  betwwn  Fiigland  auil  Franco, 
thus  bringing  cheaper  prices,  dro^•e  the  savages  into  a  reluctant 
l)eace.  The  volume  closes  with  the  re-establishment  of  French 
control  in  the  Upper  Country,  supplenuMi(e<l  by  planr<  for  a 
more  extensive  exploitation  of  the  posts,  and  f«>r  a  closer  allilia- 
tion  witli  the  Louisiana  colony  of  Illinois. 

The  entire  series  of  docinmcnts,  now  for  the  lirst  time  pub- 
lished in  their  sequence,  lays  bare  French  paternalism  lK>th  at 
its  best  ami  its  worst.  The  luiily  and  harmony  oblained  by  a 
central  administration,  with  })ower  to  throw  foives  to  the  wi\ik- 
est  s}x>t,  secured  certain  military  ami  governuuMUal  advaut^ij^^; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  corriiption  and  indlicicncy  uf  tJio  otHcera, 
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each  throwing  blamo  ii])on  the  shoulders  of  otlicr.s,  the  (le}>oii(l- 
enco  upon  distant  orders,  the  hick  of  initiative,  tlie  tiniiditv  of 
military  movements,  show  tlie  paralyzing  effects  of  over-centrali- 
zation. The  savages  became  in  turn  fanning  and  -nl)-crvicnr, 
emasculated  or  sullen,  reckless  or  rebellion^.  'I'iic  ^y-tcm 
was  held  together  simjdy  through  the  energy  (.f  the  governor.- 
general,  two  of  whom  were  administratoi's  (hiring  oiir  jici-iod  — 
the  Marquis  do  Beauhai'uois  and  the  ("onile  (h;  la  (l;di>--uniore, 
both  of  theni  able  and  incoi-rni)til)h'.  Wlicii,  in  ihc  tinal  years 
of  A'ew  France,  conniption  was  every wlicrc  cN  itleur,  the  frnilty 
of  this  vast  continental  empire  hecaim-  apparent;  the  po.-i^  of 
the  Upper  Country  now  proved  a  source  (d"  weakness  ralhei-  ihaii 
strength,  in  the  life-and-death  strugiile  wilh  the  Mngli-h  for  the 
doaninioii  of  Xorth  America. 

Like  those  contained  in  its  pi'eilec(\ss(u*,  the  dociunenl-  pub- 
lished in  the  present  volume  are  for  the  most  part  transcripts 
made  for  the  Scx'iety  from  the  several  Frencli  archives  in  Paris. 
In  making  a  selection  of  pa|)ers  to  he  cojiieil,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  I'ely  chiefiy  upon  the  calendars  thereof  ])i'eparo(l  by 
Joseph  irarmette,  coimmencing  in  lS8o,  wilh  a  sii|)|»lenieiit  by 
Eldouard  Richard  (181)9),  and  })ublished  in  the  Hcpoi  tson  L  iina- 
dlan  Arcliives  edited  by  the  lat<'-  Douglas  l>rymner.  W\\{  these 
calendars,  while  useful  as  far  as  they  go,  are  sometimes  in- 
correct and  certainly  not  exhaustive.  Palient  search  throughout 
the  various  archives,  by  a  scholar  versed  in  the  history  of  tbo 
Middle  West,  would  undoubtedly  reveal  the  existenco  in  Paris 
of  many  other  documents  appertaining  to  the  French  regime  oil 
our  u])p(n*  lakes. 

The  Paris  material  is  su|)j)l(Mnente<l  by  some  of  the  same  na- 
ture already  ])rinted  in  the  New  York  Colouitd  nonnncnJs  and 
the  Macalester  College  Conl rlhulions :  we  also  give  a  few  dtH'U- 
ments  Englished  from  PicMiv  Margry's  Pccouvertcs  c(  Ktab- 
Jlssements  dc  Franca  is,  and  several  a])])earing  in  early  (\inn- 
dian  ])eriodicals.  While  not  claiming  to  Iv  absolul<^ly  com- 
plete, it  is  thought  that  the  existing  mal^M-ial  for  the  ivgiou  of 
the  Nortliwest  during  tlu>  hundn^l  iind  liftmen  years  inehulod 
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within  volumes  xvi  and  xvii  has  now  hirgcly  been  exploited,  as 
well  as  for  the- first  time  given  to  the  public  in  connec;ted  fonn. 

We  have  made  considerable  effort  to  secure  documents  emana- 
ting from  such  part  of  Louisiana  as  comes  within  our  historical 
domain.  But  until  a  calendar  has  been  prepared  of  material 
in  French  archives  bearing  upon  the  district  of  the  Illinois, 
such  an  attempt  is  bound  to  be  im])i'acticable ;  which  still  fur- 
ther illustrates  the  necessity  for  a  much  closer  examination  of 
these  archives,  so  far  as  they  bear  upon  Western  historical  [)rub- 
lems,  than  has  heretofore  been  possible. 

The  Editor  wishes  to  ex}n"ess  his  earnest  appreciation  of  the 
faithful  and  symjjatlietic  translations  made  for  the  present  vol- 
ume and  its  predecessor  by  j\lr.  ('rawford  hindsay,  of  Quebec, 
a  widely-recognized  authority  on  early  French-Canadian  terms. 
In  the  work  of  annotation  and  of  indexing,  the  Editor  has  had 
valuable  assistance  throughout  from  Eouise  Pheli)S  Kellogg, 
Ph.  1).,  editorial  assistant  on  the  Society's  staff. 

This  volume  was  due,  in  regidar  order  of  publication,  some 
eighteen  months  ago,  but  congestion  in  the  office  of  the  State 
Printer  has  delayed  its  appearance  until  the  present  time.  It 
is  hoped  that  vohune  xviii,  containing  the  reanainder  of  such 
French  papers  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  together  with 
other  documentary  material  having  an  important  bearing  on 
the  history  of  the  state,  may  appear  within  the  present  year. 

G.  T. 

January,  1900. 
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1727:    CONCERNING  THE  FOXES  i 

[Resume  of  French  relations  wilh  the  Foxes,  from  1715  to  172G.  MS. 
dated  April  27,  1727,  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  49,  c.  11,  fol.  5G4."] 

Tlio  nation  of  tbo  Renards  lias  from  all  tiniCb  bctMi  tlio  Kueniy 
of  the  othor  savage  Nations  of  the  upper  countiy.  TliosO 
Savages  have  killed  Frenchmen  on  various  occa^^ions.  Ill 
accordance  "witli  representations  made  in  171.")  on  this  subject 
by  Monsieur  tlie  Marquis  de  A'audreuil"  that  it  was  abs«.>lutely 
necessary  to  take  steps  to  destroy  tliem,  Orders  were  issued 
by  the  Court  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  nuiintain  peace  with 
them] — ^without,  ho\\X3ver,  compromising  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion— and  at  the  same  time  to  act  as  if  prep;i rations  were  U^ng 
made  for  war;  and,  to  tluit  end,  to  gather  the  connMirs  dea 
Bois  at  Missilimakinac  by  granting  them  an  Amnesty. 

TIk^so  savages  having  becin  guilty  of  disorders  again  the  fol- 
lowing year,  the  Sieur  de  i.ouvigny  was  scut.  iVoin  M(  Mil  real  on 
the  first  of  May  ITK)  A\ilh  1-.")  l^'iviichmeii  !(►  proni'd  against. 
tluMii.  lie  drove  them  into  their  foit.  ami  fnret  <l  tliem  t'»  ^ue 
for  peace  on  onerous  conditions  whicli  he  belie\-ed  ihey  wx»ul(l 
not  acce|)t,  the  chief  articK's  whi>reol"  wei'e:    That  tliey  should 

lA  translation  of  this  same  document  is  printotl  under  dat(<  of  1726 
in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  vol.  xvi,  pi).  ni;;  tOS,  taken  from  a  mpy  in  the 
Quebec  provincial  arcliivos.  We  have  since  that  pnldication  sociiroa 
a  transcript  direct  horn  (lie  I'aris  archives,  which  is  here  given  as 
more  exact  and  comi)lcle  (liau  the  former  version.  ICn. 

■iFor  sketch  of  Vaudreuil,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  p.  220.— Kl). 
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make  j^eace  witli  all  the  savage  nations  tributary  to  the  "King; 
That  tliey  should  by  force  or  by  friendly  ajunscl  induce  the 
Kicapous  and  tlie  Maseoutins,  their  allies,  Uj  do  the  same  ;  that 
tliey  should  give  up  the  captives  of  all  the  Nations/  etc. 

Upon  notice  being  given  in  1722,  by  Monsieur  do  Vaudreuil 
and  by  the  Commandant  of  Louisiana  that  these  Ilenards  were 
re-commmcing  the  war,  that  they  had  attacke<l  several  French- 
men and  were  waging  war  against  the  Ilinois,  orders  were  given 
Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  in  1723  to  take  suitable  measures  with 
the  Sieur  doBoisbriant,the  Commandant  of  the  (Company  of  the 
Iiidiea  in  the  Ilinois  country,^  to  compel  tlie  Eenard  nation  to 
make  amends  for  those  oifences  and  to  compel  them  to  live  in 
peace ; 

TTiat,  on  his  part,  he  was  to  incite  the  other  savages,  the  allies 
of  France,  to  wage  war  upon  the  Eenards  and  destroy  tliem ;  also 
to  send  some  soldiers  thither  and  to  choose  an  experienced  officer 
to  go  aud  command  at  la  Baye  and  put  a  stop  to  their  disorders. 

Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil  sent  the  Sieur  de  Liguery,a  Captain.* 
Tha,t  officer,  according  to  the  report  of  ^lonsieur  do  Longiieuil 
who  was  Commandant  in  Canada  owing  to  the  death  of  !^[onsiDU^ 
de  Vaudreuil,  assembled  the  Chiefs  of  the  Renards  and  those  of 
the  Sakis  and  Fuants,  their  allies,  at  la  Baye  on  Jiuio  7,  1720, 
and  told  theoii  on  behalf  of  the  King  tliat  they  must  lay  dawn 
the  Tomiahawk  they  had  lifted  against  the  Ilinois.  To  this  they 
replied  that  they  gave  their  word  to  ke-ep  the  j)eaoe;  that  they 
knew  the  King  had  pity  on  them  inasnuio-h  as  ho  held  (>\it  lii^ 
armg  to  them.  The  manner  in  which  tluMr  answer  was  given 
convinced  him  that  they  had  spoken  sinoorely,  and  that  tlu  ro 
was  reason  to  hoi)o  for  a  real  and  lasting  peace. 

It  was  ncx'cssary  to  take  measures  to  make  .suoh  peae*^  Mire, 
and  the  Sieur  do  Lignery  promised  lo  givo  them  au  answer  from 
tlie  King  in  a  year. 

1  For  these  events,  see  documents  in  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvl. — E». 
2 For  sketch  of  Boisbriant,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  429.— Kn. 
3p^r  sketch  of  Marcluiud  de  LiKncry.  see  Wis.  Hist.  Coils  ,  v.  pp. 
113-115.— Ed. 
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The  Sieur  de  Lignery  wrote  at  tlie  same  time  to  the  Sieur 
j  Des'liettesi,  the  Oommandant  of  the  Company  in  the  Ilinois 
I     country^  to  infoi-m  himi  of  what  he  had  done. 

That  letter  states',  amongst  other  things,  that  the  Chiefs  of 
those  three  Nations  are  well-intentioned  and  are  fully  aware  that 
they  can  hope  for  no  further  mercy  unless  they  obey ;  that  it  is 
I  necessary  to  detach  the  Scioux  nation  from  its  alliance  with  the 
j  Rienards  by  leading  them  to  expect  some  presents ;  finally  to  bar 
the  E-enards'  passage  by  the  Eiver  St.  Joseph  and  Detroit  in  the 
event  of  their  seeking;  to  join  the  Iroquois  who  have  offered  them 
an  asylum. 

He  says  that  this  is  what  he  had  in  view  in  proposing  peace  to 
them  in  order  the  better  to  overcome  them  should  they  not  keep 
their  word;  because,  if  they  failed  to  keep  it,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  the  surest  mans  to  destroy  them  by  force  of 
arms,  uniting  the  troops  of  both  Colonies. 

He  remjarks  that  these  savages  are  now  convinced  that  this  will 
certainly  happen,  and  that  Oiuachala,  the  groat  Chief  of  the 
Renards,  and  the  other  Chiefs  have  miado  their  countrjTnen 
understand  it  clearly,  saying:  ''We  still  hold  tlie  Frenchman 
by  the  hand,  but  if  he  escape  us  we  are  lost" 

He  notifies  the  siaid  Sieur  Desliettes  to  send  back  the  captive 
Renards,  having  told  tlieir  Chiefs  to  do  th©  same  with  such 
Frenchmen  as  they  might  make  prieoners. 

And  ho  adds  tliat  If  all  goes  well  in  a  year  he  will  agree  to 
have,  at  Chicagou  or  at  le  Roclier  of  la,  Baye,^  a  mooting  of  tho 
Canadian  tribes,  tlioso  of  Ix)uisiana,  the  Ilinois  and  tlio  nations 
of  la  Baye  whom  ho  will  notify  of  the  date  of  tJio  rendezvous; 

1  Charles  Henry  Desliettes  de  Tonty,  nephew  of  La  Salle's  llouton- 
ant,  Henri  de  Tonty,  was  commandant  at  Fort  Chart  res  in  llllnolt 
from  1726-30.  Other  relatives  by  the  same  name  (tho  maternal  fam- 
ily of  de  Tonty)  were  prominent  in  early  French  Illinois.  See  Wallaro, 
Illinois  and  Louisiana  under  French  little  (Cincinnati.  ISO:^);  also 
Wis.  Hist  Colls.,  xvi,  index. — En. 

2Chicagon  was  an  Indian  site,  about  tho  same  place  aa  the  iircsont 
city  of  Chicago.  Le  Rocher  is  tho  famous  rock  of  thai  name  on  tho 
Illinois  river — the  document  is  here  defective;  "le  Rocher  de  la  Hayo" 
I    should  be  "lo  Rocher  ou  la  Raye."  la  Raye  being  tho  ordinary  Frcncli 
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that  it  will  bo  necessary  to  ba  tbo  first  on.  the  spot,  to  erect  a  fort 
and,  at  tbo  same  time,  determine  tbo  number  of  tbe  Freiifb  and 
of  tbe  savages  wbo  are  tO'  assemble  tbere. 

Monsieur  tbe  Marquis  de  Beaubarnois  confinns  ibe  news  of 
this  peace,  and  says  tliat  it  Avill  bo  advantageous  to  nud^e  it  ix-r- 
manont  in  order  to  avoid  a  war  which,  however  suc<re^>fid  it 
might  be,  would  be  very  costly  to  both  C'olonies;  That  his  opin- 
ion, shared  by  tbo  Sieurs  do  Loug^ieuil  and  de  JJgnery,  is  tliat 
the  war  between  tbo  Ivenards  and  tbo  Iliiiois  shcadd  be  t<*niiiii- 
ated  by  moans  of  alliances  between  those  two  nations;  that  it  ia 
not  necessary  for  that  purpose,  to  abandon  tb(^  project  (»f  detach- 
ing, if  possible,  the  Scioux  from  tbe  interests  of  tlie  Kcnarils, 
and  that  be  will  take  meaures  with  Monsieur  l)u})uy  t<>  send 
Missicnaries  to  tbo  Scioux. 

lie  has  learned  through  Monsieur  do  hignery  that  .--inco  tbo 
promise  given  him  by  the  Renard,  Saki,  and  Puant  Cliiofs  at 
la  Bayo  to  wage  war  no  longer  on  tiie  ilinois,  two  bands  of  young 
Eonards  set  out  to  avenge  the  death  of  one  of  their  relatives; 
that  the  strongest  of  those  two  bands,  consisting  of  10  men  was 
completely  defeated,  4  being  killed  and  4  wounch'd  :in<l  cajv 
tured  by  tbo  llinois;  that,  nevertheless,  no  untoward  conse- 
quences will  r(\sult-  from  this  affair  if  the  hitt<'r  send  Itack  to 
the  Eenard's  Village  the  captives  they  have  taken,  witii  i)rosents 
to  cover  tbo  dead,  according  to  custom;  and  hy  that  niean>^  tliey 
will  disarm  tbo  Kenards  and  ])rev(MU  the  formation  of  otlicr 
bands.  Tliis  the  Sieur  do  Lignerv  wrotc^  the  Sienr  l)(-liett<s  it 
was  advisable  to  do. 

Monsieur  tbo  Martpiis  do  I^oiinbarnois  sends  a  MtMuorandinu 
rospocting  the  most,  suitabK*  nu>;ins  I'or  making  tlu-  poaeo  a  last- 
ing one. 

lie  pro])oses  to  grant  the  rcMpu^sl.  priv;Uoly  made  bv  Ouaeliala, 
tho  great  Chief  of  tbo  Benar.ls,  for  n  Kroncb  Thiof  to  help  him 
to  restrain  tlu^  yoimg  men  of  bis  \'ill;ig(>  and  to  ]mn'ent  thoni 
from  thinking  of  evil  designs,     lie  suggvsts  that  it  wouhl  U 

designation  for  tlui  post  at  Groon  Hay.  Three  plaoos  wouh!  llms  \^ 
dosignated  as  tlio  place  for  tlie  rcndo/.voua— Chir«t;o.  lo  Kochor.  or 
la  Baye. — Ed. 
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necessary  for  tlie  French  officer  in  conunand  at  la  point  de  Cha- 
gonaniigon,  on  his  part,  to  strive  to  got  the  Scioux  to  draw  off 
from  their  alliance  with  tlie  Eenards,  and  to  detach  theni  fivjm 
the  latter  by  presents ;  also  to  lead  the  Scioiix  to  hope  that  they 
will  have  a  Missionary  and  some  FrenchmeiL  amongst  them,  as 
they  have  asked.  Ho  reqnests  that  the  siune  shonld  bo  written 
to  tlio  officers  in  Coiinnand  at  the  Posts  of  Detroit  and  liiver 
St.  Joseph  in  order  that  the  savage  nations  in  the  vicinity  of 
their  Posts  may  be  detached  from  tlie  Ilenards  tlirongh  their 
efforts  and  may,  in  the  evx^nt  of  Avar,  l)ar  their  way  and  prevent 
their  seelving  an  asylnm  amongst  the  Iroqnois  and  other  ^Nations 
whither  tliey  might  wish  to  retreat. 

The  Siour  DeslietteSj  who  commands  for  tlie  Company  of  tlio 
Indies  in  the  Ilinois  country,  has  m-itten  to  the  Sieur  de  Ligncr^' 
that  the  Renards  are  snspicions  and  fear  treachery  and  tliat  the 
snreist  method  Avonld  be  to  desti'oy  them ;  tliat  ho  has  proiX)scd 
this  to  the  Su^x^rior  Conncil  of  iSTew  Orleans,  and  has  given 
information  of  it  to  the  Company  of  the  Indies. 

Monsienr  de  Beauharnois  writes  that  this  would  be  the  better 
expedient,  but  tliat  it  wonld  be  dangerous,  because,  if  unsuc- 
cessful, there  would  no  longer  remain  any  chance  of  sui-prising 
the  Renards  and  keeping  tJiem  shut  up  in  a  fort  as  in  the  last 
war^aiid,if  they  should  flee  to  the  Scioux  or  to  tJic  Ayoucts,  they 
would  attack  the  French  in  tlie  upper  country  and  it  wouhl  be 
imposisible  to  go  from  one  Colony  to  the  other  without  running 
the  risk  of  losing  one's  life  or  of  being  ])ilLnge<d. 

Nevertheless,  if  after  the  measuix3s  that  are  l>eing  taken  to 
establish  a  lasting  peace  with  them,  they  sliouhl  again  break  their 
word,  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  take  measures  conjointly  with 
the  nations  of  both  Colonies  to  destroy  tJiem  by  fonx>  of  nnild. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  advisabk^  that  the  Siour  Dos  Tyiotto8  sho\ild 
make  the  Ilinois  restore  to  the  T{(Miards  such  captives  of  that 
nation  as  they  may  have  in  their  hands;  and  that  he  should  not 
follow  the  examplo  of  the  Commandants  who  have  pmvdivl  him, 
and  who  thought  thoy  would  intimidato  the  Tli>nards  bv  Imrniug 
the  prisoners  of  their  nation, — which  som^l  only  to  irrit^ilr  thorn 
and  to  make  the  war  rago  more  bitterly. 
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If,  with  such  circumspection  on  the  part  of  tlie  Ilinois,  the 
Kenards  can  bo  kept  quiet  for  a  year,  a  conference  may  Ix-  held 
with  the  Sieur  Des  Liettes  at  Chicagou  or  at  tlie  Itocher  where 
the  Chiefs  of  the  nations  of  the  Ilinois  country  and  of  la  Bayo 
nuay  be  assembled  and  the  number  detenninod  of  the  Freuch 
and  of  the  savages — ^both  from  the  Ilinois  country  and  from 
Canada — ^^vho  will  be  posted  in  a  fort  to  be  erected  at  the  spot 
selected  for  the  Hendezvous.  Then,  after  the  Treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Eienards  and  their  allies  has  been  renewed,  Onachala, 
the  great  Chief  of  the  Renards  and  tlie  war-Chiefs  of  the  Sakis, 
Puants,  Kicapoux,  Maskoutins  and  Scioux — one  from  each 
of  those  N^ations  allied  Avith  the  Reiiards — may  be  sent  do\sTi 
to  MDutireal  the  follo^ving  S\immer  to  be  questioned  regarding 
their  dispositions  and  to  be  infomied  at  tlie  same  time  of  the 
King's  intentions. 

It  would  tlieoi  be  advisable  tliat,  in  the  presence  of  those  Chiefs 
and  of  those  of  the  Sauteurs,  Poutouatamis,  Outaouais  and 
other  nations  of  the  Lakes — from  each  of  which  it  wonld  also 
be  advisable  to  send  a  Chief  and  in  addition  a  Chief  or  two  of 
the  Ilinois  to  be  witnesses  of  what  shall  l)o  agreed  upon  with  the 
Eienards  and  their  alliesi — Ouachala  should  publicly  ask  for  a 
Pi'ench  Chief.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  gi^^ng  him  one, 
although  such  is  not  the  desire  of  the  Commandants  of  tln^  Post 
of  la  Baye  who  are  no  doubt  opposed  to  this  Establishment  solely 
through  motives  of  private  interest  which  should  always  yield  to 
the  welfare  of  the  sen'ice  and  of  the  Colony. 

Messieurs  de  Bleanhaniois  and  I>u]uiy  have  loaniod  through 
the  Sieur  do  Ligiiery,  Commandant  at  ]\[ichilimakinac,  that  tlio 
Renards  are  asking  for  a  Commaiuhuit  nnd  a  ^fissiimnry;  thoy 
told  him  tliat  they  were  the  only  ones  noglo<'t<M^  and  thnt  n  Com- 
mandant and  a  ^lissionary  would  give  llu^n  sense  like  the  others 
and  would  help  them  to  restrain  their  young  men.* 

Fatlier  Chardon,  the  superior  of  tJio  ^fissions  of  the  upiH^r 

iThe  letters  and  documents  of  which  this  is  a  summary,  wcro  trans 
lated  and  printed  in  Wis,  Hist.  Colls.,  ill.  pp.  14S  KH.  The  sprlUng  of 
the  i)roper  names  can  be  corrected  from  the  above— En. 
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country,^  writes  that,  in  order  to  compel  the  iSTation  of  the 
Eeiiards  to  keep  quiet  and  in  awe  of  us,  it  would  be  advisable: 
first,  to  deprive  themi  of  the  refuge  they  have  secured  amongst 
the  Scioux,  and,  to  that  end,  prevent  their  being  given  any  of 
the  goods  they  procure  in  the  upper  country,  osixicially  at  the 
posts  established  at  la  Baye  des  Puans  and  at  the  Iliver  St. 
Joseph,  and,  to  do  this  eft'eetively,  it  would  be  iiecessaiy  to  sui> 
press  those  tAvo  posts  where  trade  both  in  Brandy  and  in  mer- 
chandise is  notorious,  as  the  Cbmmandants  have  bought  those 
posts.  Secondly,  to  bar  tlieir  passage  to  the  Iroquois.  Thirdly, 
to  leit  loose  all  the  Savages  that  may  wish  to  wage  war  \ipon 
them;  this  will  exhaust  them  to  such  an  extent  that,  having  noth- 
ing wherewitli  to  defend  themselves,  they  will  be  compelled  to 
submit  to  everything,  and  when  we  shall  have  an  establishment 
amongst  the  Scioux  the  Renard  will  be  obliged  in  spite  of  him- 
self to  keep  quiet.  Thereby,  we  shall  bo  speared  the  expense  of 
a  costly  War,  whoso  success  is  very  uncertain,  inasmuch  as  tlie 
Renards  have  an  assured  refuge  amongst  the  Scioux.^ 


1727:    POST  TO  BE  ESTABLISHED  AMONG  SIOUX 

[Memorandum  about  the  Sioux,  dated  April  29,  1727,  based  on  re- 
ports from  Canada.  The  original  MS.  of  this  document  is  in  the 
archives  of  the  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris,  where  it  was  transcribed 
for  the  Society,  in  whose  collection  the  transcript  is  preserved.  Press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  49,  c.  11,  fol.  576."] 

It  was  recommended  to  TNlossieurs  do  "Rcaiduinioi:^  aiul 
Diipuis^  by  the  King's  Memorial  that  they  should  do  all  in  their 

iFor  sketch  of  Father  Chardon,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl.  p.  200.— Kn. 

2Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Approved,  what  is  proposed  to  secure 
peace  and  render  it  stable." 

8 Charles  de  la  Boische,  Marquis  de  Beauharnois.  was  governor  of 
New  France  from  August,  1726.  to  Sept.  19,  1747.  He  was  reputed 
to  be  a  natural  son  of  Louis  XIV,  was  born  about  1670.  and  trained 
for  the  French  navy.    After  his  service  as  governor  of  New  France. 
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power  to  Make  an  Establishment  among  the  Scioux,  who  have 
asked  for  l[;issionaries,  and  to  send  there  a  Commandant  who 
would  suit  them.'  However  such  an  Estahlir^lunent  seemed 
difficult  to  found  because  news  was  received  from  there  last  year 
that  a  band  of  I\,enards  had  killed  two  Frenchmen  avIio  were  on 
their  way  thither,  and  that  those  Savages  had  deelared  that 
thej  would  not  let  a  single  Frenchman  pass  to  the  Scionx  since 
it  would  diminish  their  Trade." 

They  writo^  that  it  is  noAV  easier  than  formerly  t<>  K6tahli>h  a 
Post  among  the  Scioux.  That  tlic  Sieur  de  FigTu-ry  wlio  (-(tin- 
he  returned  to  France,  and  was  made  lieutenant-general  of  n:ival 
forces,  a  position  he  held  but  a  short  time,  dying  in  June,  1749.  For 
his  instructions  when  appointed  governor  of  New  France,  see  O'Cal- 
laghan  ed.,  N.  Y.  Colonial  Documents  (Albany,  185G-58),  ix,  p.  95G. 
The  first  husband  of  Josephine,  empress  of  the  French,  was  descended 
from  this  family. 

Claude  Thomas  Dupuy  was  appointed  intendant  of  New  France  when 
Beauharnois  was  made  governor.  They  became  involved  in  disiiuus, 
and  Dupuy  having  antagonized  both  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  author- 
ities was  recalled  in  September,  1728. — Eu. 

iSee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  441,  442.— En. 

-'I'his  information  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  de  Longueuil  and  Begon  to  the  Frenvh  ministry,  dali  d  Quebec. 
Oct.  31,  1725:  "We  have  been  informed  by  a  letter  of  the  21st  of 
July  last,  from  the  Reverend  FaLher  Chardon,  missionary  at  la  Bayo. 
to  the  Reverend  Father  La  Chasse,  superior  of  the  Jesuits,  who  had 
designed  that  the  former  should  begin  the  mission  among  the  Sioux, 
that  in  addition  to  the  five  Frenchmen  killed  two  years  ago.  two 
others  were  slain  last  spring,  by  a  party  of  Kikapous  and  Rcnards; 
that  the  latter  say  that  they  will  not  permit  the  French  to  go  to  the 
Sioux,  since  the  trade  that  they  will  carry  on  will  considerably  ilimin- 
ish  their  own;  that  the  allied  Rcnards  and  Sioux  have  made  nn  Rt- 
tack  on  the  French  established  among  the  Illinois,  and  thnt  they 
are  so  exasperated  against  the  Illinois,  that  tbey  cannot  bo  deterred, 
nor  even  the  Sakis  who  live  at  la  Baye.  from  waging  war  upon  tluMu: 
and  that  all  these  reasons  indicate  the  dilhculty  and  postponenicnt  of 
the  enterprise  to  establish  a  missionary  and  a  comniandanl  aujon^ 
the  Sioux."  Margry,  Dccoiivertcs  ct  ctabUsscmcnts  dcs  Fram:^is 
mJ,-115',  (Paris.  1876  85),  vi.  p.  54:?.— En. 

•TMarginal  note  on  original  MS.  gives  date  14th  Oclobor.  1720.  re 
ferring  to  a  previous  letter  of  the  governor  and  intendant.— En. 
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iriands  at  Micliilimiakinac  has  repoiled  that  the  chiefs  of  the 
Sakis,  of  tho  Ptiants,  and  of  the  llenards  have  promised  hiiu  not 
Only  to  put  an  end  to  the  Avar  that  they  were  u'aging  against  the 
Ilinois,  but  also  to  induce  their  allies  to  do  the  sanie.  So  that 
by  sending  an  officer  in  tho  Spring  to  J.a  pointe  on  Lake  Su- 
perior, we  may  prepare  to  Establish  a  post  where  wo  have  al- 
ready occupied  one/  And  he  by  means  of  a  few  ])resent-s,  aiid  by 
opening  a  Trade  Avith  the  Savages  of  that  Quarter,  Avill  form 
connections,  and  graduallj^  dispose  those  Savages  [tho  Kcnards] 
to  abandon  tho  War  against  the  Ilinois,  and  divert  them  from 
going  to  detroit  as  they  had  intended  to  do  to  seek  an  asylum 
among  tho  Iroquois. 

*        -jf  -A-  vr  -x- 


1727:    MISSIONARIES  FOR  THE  SIOUX  DESIRE  ASTRONOMICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 

[Letter  from  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Apr.  30,  1727.  Translated  from  a  document  in  Quebec  provincial  ar- 
chives, transcribed  from  a  MS.  in  Paris  archives.] 

Tho  Reverend  Jesuit  fathers  who  are  to  go  among  the  Sioux, 
ask  for  matheinatical  instruments.  Thoso  which  are  in  their 
establisliment,  and  which  belong  to  tho  King  will  .^orvo  tlwnr  pur- 
pose until  His  Majesty  sends  others  for  Quebec,  nnuudy:  a  caso 
of  mathenuitical  instruments, a  dial  platoof  imiversal  astronomy, 
a  graduated  semi-circle  with  the  degreeh  indicated,  a  spirit  level, 
a  chain  with  stakes,  and  a  telesc(;p(i  six  or  seven  feet  lonj?,  (this 
telescope  does  not  belong  to  tho  king,  but  they  lakc^  one  fnuu 
their  eistablishment, and  request  anotber  fi-(un  tlu^  king  to  roplaoc 

it)-  \ 

It  would  be  well,  MonstugMUMu-,  if  they  (^>uhl  r(H'<Mvo  thoeo 

iFor  tho  i)revious  occupation  of  a  post  at  *'T»a  I'ointo."  In  ChMiuani- 
egon  Bay.  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xiii.  pp.  410.  111;  xvl.  ]).  380.— Ki>. 
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instniments  by  this  year's  ships,  if  this  letter  arrives  in  time  for 
that/ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  etc.  etc. 

Beauharnois. 


1727:    ARTICLES  OF  THE  TRADING  COMPANY  FOR  THE  POST 
AMONG  THE  SIOUX 

[This  agreement  between  the  governor  of  Canada  and  certain  mer- 
chants for  exploiting  the  fur-trade,  and  providing  expenses  for  the 
post  among  the  Sioiix  is  translated  from  a  document  dated  June  6, 
1727,  in  Margry,  Dccouv.  et  ctahl.,  vi,  pp.  547-552.] 

Charles,  marquis  de  Beauharnois,  knight  of  the  military  Or- 
der of  St.  Louis,  governor  and  lieutenant-general  of  the  King  in 
the  whole  of  New  France. 

In  virtue  of  the  orders  addressed  to  us  by  the  King's  ^Fonio 
randuni  of  May  14,  1726,  respecting  the  establishment  i)f  a 
commandant  and  two  missionaries  ainongr^t  the  Sionx,  in  eoni- 
pliance  witli  Ilis  Majesty's  instructions,  we — in  the  presence  of 
Monsieur  do  Long-ueuil,  govenior  of  this  io\vn  of  Montreal  ;^  of 

1  Margry,  Dccouv.  et  ctahh,  vi  p.  544,  note,  says  that  in  a  letter  of 
Sept.  23,  1727,  the  governor  calls  to  mind  this  request  of  the 
Jesuit  fathers  who  departed  in  the  spring  for  the  Sioux,  and  that  since 
then  they  have  again  asked  him  to  request  a  compass  with  a  grapho- 
meter. — Ed. 

^Charles  le  Moyne,  second  of  the  name,  and  first  baron  of  Long\ieull. 
was  the  eldest  of  the  famous  sons  of  the  first  Slcur  de  Longueuil. 
a  Canadian  colonist  ennobled  by  the  king.  His  most  noted  brothers 
were  Bienville  and  Iberville,  connected  with  the  foumllng  of  Louisi- 
ana. Charles,  as  the  eldest,  remained  in  Canada.  Ilo  was  a  man  of 
ability  and  esteemed  by  his  contemporaries;  was  adopted  amouj;  the 
Iroquois  and  had  great  influence  with  thorn.  He  was  born  at  Mon- 
treal, 1656;  sent  to  France  to  be  educated;  served  as  an  otTlccr  from 
1687-91,  when  he  went  to  France  to  recover  from  a  wound.  Hoturn- 
ing  to  Canada  he  served  efliciently  the  remainder  of  that  war.  and 
in  that  of  1702  13;  was  m.ido  governor  of  Montreal,  and  srrvi-<l  as 
acting  governor  of  Canada  1725  26.    He  died  in  1720  — Ko. 
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Monsieur  d'  Aigremont,  commissary-general ;  and  of  Monsieur 
de  La  Ciorn©,  lieutenant  of  the  King,  at  Alontreal — have  settled 
and  determined  the  articles  of  engagement  demanded  of  the 
undersigned  interested  in  the  Sioux  Company  as  follows,  to-  wit : 

Firsit  Article. — That  the  trade  of  the  Avhole  Sioux  country 
shall  bo  granted  and  permitted  to  the  undersigned  purely  and 
simply  for  tlireo  entire  and  consecutive  years  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  otliers  whomsoever,  so  that  nobody  shall  be  permitted  to  go  or 
to  send  one  or  more  canoes  thitilier  without  tlie  consent  of  the 
said  Cbmpany.  And  if  any  person,  of  whatsoever  quality  or 
condition  he  nuay  be,  should  go  tliere  to  trade,  the  oommandiDg 
officer  shall  be  at  liberty  and  is  even  ordered  to  ha\'e  liis  goods 
confiseated  and  distributed  in  accordance  with  the  orders  wo 
may  deem  advisable  to  give,  and  that  one  half  of  the  goods  so 
confiscated  shall  belong  to  the  said  Cbmpany. 

That  the  said  interested  parties  sliall  not  trade  nor  hunt  in  the 
direction  of  Point  Ohagouamigon,  elsewhere  than  in  the  huntr 
ing  grounds  whitlier  the  Sioux  go,  and  that  on  the  side  of  la 
Baye,  tiiey  shall  likewise  go  only  in  the  Sioux  hunting  grounds, 
tihey  shall  not  be  peniiitted  to  trade  on  the  Ouisconsin  nor  on  the 
portage  by  which  they  must  pass  to  reach  the  Sioux,  which  shall 
serve  as  the  boundary  for  both  territories. 

Second  Article. — ^That  they  shall  not  build  forts  nor  houses 
equivalent  to  the  same  in  the  hunting  grounds,  but  only  in  the 
place  where  the  commanding  officeir  shall  establish  his  ix)st. 

Third  Article. — That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  have 
permission  to  send  up  to  tlie  Sioux  country  during  the  next  two 
years  such  number  of  canoes  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 
Should  tJie  prospects  of  the  profit  to  bo  gained  in  the  trade  be- 
come greater,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  increase  tlie  qtumtity  of 
goods  and  the  nund)er  of  canoes  to  be  s(Mit  tliit.hor,  the  shnn^  at 
present  owmed  by  ea(;h  of  the  associates  shall  bo  increased  in  the 
same  proportion  as  general  increase  of  tlio  whole  trade.  Thus^ 
if  the  trade  which  at  present  employs  nine  caiux^  sho\ild  aftei^ 
wards  employ  twelve,  each  one  may  increase  what  ho  had  at  tlio 
beginning  by  one  fourth. 

Fourth  Article. — That  at  the  expiration  (^f  three  rears  thov 
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shall  bo  given  the  preference  over  the  highest  and  last  bidder. 
If  the  trade  be  given  to  the  highest  bidder,  or  if  we  should  deem 
advisable  to  fix  the  price  ourselves,  they  shall  have  the  preference 
over  all  others  if  they  wish  to  accept. 

Fifth  Article. — Should  they  be  stopped  on  the  way  in  the 
country  of  the  Renards  or  beyond,  or  should  they,  Avhen  they 
reach  the  Sionx  country,  be  compelled  by  superior  force  to  return 
this,  year,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  their  goods  Avherevcr 
they  think  proper,  uuder  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer, 
who  shall  have  po-wer  to  decide  the  destination  of  each  oue  in 
such  manner  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient  for  the  ^\'elfare  of 
the  King's  service  and  that  of  the  Colony. 

Sixth  Article. — That  all  of  the  said  interested  parties  who 
may  be  compelled  thereto  through  illness  or  domestic  reasons, 
shall  bo  at  liberty  to  abandon  the  trade  and  to  return  to  it  before 
the  expiration  of  the  three  years,  in  such  manner  nevertheless 
that  no  one  shall  leave  the  Sioux  country  without  the  express 
permission  in  writing  of  the  commanding  officer. 

Seventh  Article. — That  no  associate  shall  transfer  his  share 
either  wholly  or  partially  except  to  iK'rsona  of  good  character, 
free  from  scandal  of  every  kind  and  who  a\  ill  not  interpose  any 
obstaclo  to  the  establishment  of  licligion  amongst  that  great 
nundjer  of  barbarous  peoples,  so  that  God's  blessings  may  rc^t 
on  their  persons  and  trade. 

Eighth  Article. — That  all  the  a,ssociates  without  exception  and 
all  persons  in  their  employ  shall  be  forbidden  to  absent  them- 
selves from  the  fort  that  is  to  be  built,  for  the  purpose  of  Inmtr 
ing,  without  the  express  permission  of  iMonsieur  the  r^m- 
nmndant. 

Ninth  Article. — That  the  said  intcn-sted  parlies  bind  them- 
selves to  leave  in  the  fort  next  spring  two  men  per  canoe,  making 
eighteen  nuMi  not  including  llio  servants  of  ^Messieurs  the  olH- 
cers;  and  those  of  the  missionaries,  and  tlnit  they  nn\y  empb.y 
the  other  voyageurs  in  conveying  tluMr  furs  to  '^^ontroal  and  in 
bringing  back  goods  therefrom;  this  shall  likewise  n]>ply  to  the 
last  two  years. 

Tenth  Article.— tliey  shall  h^ive  tlu^  said  they 
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shall  bo  at  liberty  to  sell  the  houses  they  may  have  built  for  theui- 
solves  and  on  their  private  account. 

In  return  for  the  above  concessions  the  said  interested  parties 
undertako : 

1.  To  build  a  fort  of  stakes,  a  chapel,  a  house  for  tlie  com- 
manding officer,  and  one  for  the  missionaries  in  such  place  and  in 
such  manner  as  may  bo  ordered  by  the  commanding  (jlhcer, 
whom  they  ])romise  to  obey  and  listen  tO'  in  everything  he  may 
command  them  for  the  Iving's  service,  the  discipline  of  the  ])o.-it, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Colony. 

2.  They  further  undertake  to  have  conveyed  free  of  cost  from 
here  to  the  Sioux  country  whatever  nnw  be  given  them  either  fur 
the  conmianding  officer  or  for  the  missionaries  to  the  extent  of 
600  pounds  weight  per  canoe, namely  :  oOO  })ounds  weight  for  tlie 
commandant  and  as  much  for  the  missionaries;  this  sli.ili  !c  s<' 
construed  that  tJio  canoe  cari-ying  theofficer  sliall  not  be  inchuled, 
for  this  year  only,  in  the  nund)er  of  those  that  will  have,  to  cai-ry 
600  pounds  weight,  neither  shall  the  canoe  in  charge  of  the 
officer  seco'ud  in  commiand,  and  the  two  canoes  carrying  the  two 
missionaries  with  tlieir  provisions,  chai)el,  and  beds  shall  each 
carry  300  pounds  weight; 

3.  During  the  following  years,  they  shall  bo  absolutely  bound 
to  cause  to  be  conveyed  into  the  said  Sioux  country,  to  the  fort 
to  be  built  there,  and  to  the  house  of  the  couHmuiding  officer  j)rc> 
visions  and  other  necessary  and  iiscd"id  articles  to  the  extent  of 
1,350  pounds  weight  for  each  of  the  last  two  years.  Ihit  shoidd 
tlie  trade  not  bo  successful  and  should  it  be  possible  to  send  (l(»wn 
only  a  snndl  nmnber  of  cano(\s,  then  and  in  snch  ease  they  shall 
be  bound  to  carry  only  1,()()()  pounds  weight  for  tlie  ennnnanding 
officer ; 

\.  Th(^y  likewise  nnderlako  lo  cans(^  to  bo  convtye^l  irnni 
Montreal  to  llui  said  Sioux  country,  to  ilio  nns^ionarios'  b.on-e, 
wliatever  nuiy  Ihh  giv(Mi'lh(Mn  t'or  I  he  lallcr  in  ouch  (•!'  tiu'  >aid 
years  to  the  extent  of  pounds  wciglil,  wliotluM-  many  caiKK'-^ 

eoimi  hero  or  not; 

5.  They  further  undertake  1<>  purobaM-  ibroo  or  four  i<xtra 
oanoea  Avhen  they  nmch  T^lii'hiliniMkin.dx  in  ovArv  iho  n^r»iv  easily 
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to  traverse  the  River  of  the  Renards  and  that  of  Oaiisconsing, 
and  to  carry  in  siichi  canoes  600  pounds  ^veight  for  the  mi&- 
sionarieSj  and  also  to  convey  the  said  goods  to  the  Aveight  of  600 
pounds  from  Mlissilimakinak  to  the  Sioux  country,  not  including 
th.e  sacks  of  Indian  com  which  they  undertake  to  cany,  for  the 
subsisitence  of  the  said  missionaries,  not  only  in  this  first  year 
but  in  those  following. 

Finally  it  is  agreed  with  one  of  the  associates,  named  Fran- 
gois  CWipeau,  that  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  work  at  his  trade  of 
blacksmith  for  all  who  may  wish  to  employ  him  and  pay  him 
tlierefor ;  in  consideration  whereof  the  said  Cam})eau  midei't.akea 
to  give  to  tlie  said  Company  for  each  of  the  said  three  years,  the 
sum  of  400  livres  in  furs  or  in  coin  at  his  option  and  in  addi- 
tion to  provide  free  of  charge  thirty  screws  [Fr.  vkes;  vis?]  or 
the  equivalent  thereof  in  primers  [Fr.,  grain] 

All  the  associates  have  agreed  to  everything  above  set  forth 
and  have  consented  that  if  any  of  them  shall  infringe  any  of  the 
above  articles  he  shall  be  severely  punished  and  deprived  of  all 
his  rights. 

And,  after  reading  tlie  articles  of  demands  and  undertaking 
above  set  forth  tlie  said  associates  of  the  Sioux  Company  have 
consented  to  carry  out  everything  therein  contained,  and  have 
accepted  and  agreed  to  all  tlie  charges  and  conditions  therein 
stipulated,  for  the  fulfilbnent  whereof  they  have  all  signed  with 
us,  and  also  the  above  named. 

Done  at  Montreal,  this  sixth  day  of  June  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

Signed:  Beauhamois,  Longueuil,  I.-a.  Come,  d*  Aigreiuont, 
Saint  George  Dupre,  Youvillc,  Plicnx)  Daillay,"  Marin,  Etienne 
Petit,  Garrau,''  Francois  (Tampeaii,  Francois  du  ^lav,  IMerre 

1  Vices.  Phonetically,  this  would  be  vis  (screws).  All  whom  1  havo 
consulted  agree  on  this.  If  the  word  be  vis,  I  should  say  that  it  m«  ans 
the  special  screws  required  for  the  liint-locUs  of  the  puns  of  the  period. 
In  that  case,  grains  would  mean  priiucrs.  However,  this  is  merely  con- 
jecture.— Crawi'oki)  Lindsay,  translator. 

i^Given  as  Duniay,  in  Supplemctit  to  CiVKulian  Archives,  1899.  p.  132, 
where  this  document  is  calendared. — En. 

sGarreau,  Ibid. — Ei). 
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Kichard,  Jean  Baptiste  Boucher  de  Montbnm,  Frangois  Boucher 
de  MoiLtbnin  and  Jean  Garrau/ 


1727:    COMMANDANTS  FOR  THE  SIOUX  POST  AND  GREEN  BAY 

[Elxtract  of  a  letter  from  the  MarquTs  de  Beauharnois  and  Monsieur 
Dupuyii  to  the  French  Minister,  translated  from  a  document  published 
by  Margry,  Decouv.  et  etabh,  vi,  pp.  545,  546.] 

■Quebec,  September  25th,  1727. 

You  recommend  me  also,  Monseigneiir,  to  give  great  care  U> 
semding  one  or  two  nouissionaries  among,  the  Sioux.  Tlie  Rev- 
erend Jesuit  Fathers,  of  whom  I  have  requested  two  for  tliis 
purpo^,  have  assigned  them,  and  they  departed  last  spring.^  It 
was  necessary,  oil  account  of  the  condition  of  affairs  with  regard 
to  the  Renards  (  which  we  have  had  the  honior  to  report  to  you, 

iMost  of  these  men  were  natives  of  Canada,  and  inhabitants  of 
Montreal.  The  two  Bouchers  de  Montbrun  seem  to  have  been  the 
leaders  in  the  enterprise.  They  were  sons  of  Ren6  Jean  Boucher, 
seigneur  de  Montbrun,  and  in  172,9  commandant  of  the  militia  for 
all  the  "southern  coast"  of  New  France.  It  is  probable  that  Marin 
was  the  man  of  that  name  who  played  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  the 
Fox  War.    See  p.   ,  post. — Ed. 

'-^So  in  Margry,  but  internal  evidence  proves  it  to  be  from  Beauhar- 
nois only. — Ed. 

3These  were  Guignas  and  De  Gonnor.  Michel  (or  Louis  Ignace) 
Guignas  was  born  in  1681,  and  entered  the  Jesuit  order  in  1702.  Four- 
teen years  later  he  came  to  Canada,  and  was  sent  to  (he  Ottawa  mission 
at  Mackinac.  Chosen  by  his  superiors  to  undortaUo  the  now  mission 
to  the  Sioux  in  1727,  several  accounts  of  his  advonturos  nro  extant 
(see  post).  The  fort  being  abandoned  in  1728,  on  account  of  the  Fox 
war,  Guignas  was  captured  by  Wisconsin  Indians,  and  narrowly  es- 
caped death  at  the  stake.  He  was  again  at  ihv  Sioux  post  (17.^2  37), 
and  returning  to  Quebec  in  1740,  died  (hero  in  \iy2. 

Nicolas  (or  Flavin)  do  Gonnor  aoconvpanlcd  Guignas  to  llio  Sioux 
fort.  He  returned  to  Quebec  with  La  lVrri("^ro  in  172S.  and  was  nftor- 
wards  stationed  at  the  missions  of  Sault  St.  Louis  and  T^m'tte.  dyLig 
at  Quebec  In  1759,  aged  68  years.— Ei>. 
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Monsieur  Diipviy  and  myself,  in  reply  to  a  Memoir  of  the  King) 
to  bavo  these  two  missionaries  accompanied  by  a  certain  nnmljcr 
of  Frenelimen,  both  to  put  them  iu  a  p(jsiti(>ii  to  defend  them- 
selves ill  case  of  war,  and  also  to  Vvork  ^vith  more  diligence  np<jn 
the  post,  which  it  is  necessary  to  make  for  the  safety  of  these 
missionaries. 

I  made  an  agreement  with  the  voyageurs  Avho  conveyed  them, 
accoa-ding  to  wdiicli  they  are  charged  witli  all  the  ex[X'nscvs,  a-^ 
you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  the  agreement,  which  1  have-  the  honor 
to  send  yon. 

It  Avas  necessary,  also,  IMonseigneur,  for  discipline  and  good 
order,  to  place  at  tlio  head  of  this  detachment  a  wise  and  dis- 
interested ofHcer.  The  Ileverend  eFesnit  Fatliers  urgcnlly  re- 
quested Sieur  do  la  Per riercr Boucher,^  wh(im  I  had  app^iiuted, 
in  conformity  with  the  orders  that  you  had  addressed  to  .Mou- 
sieoir  le  baron  de  Longueuil,  to  go  to  la  Baye  instead  of  Sieur 
de  La  ^^one,"  whom  you  had  designated  to  relievo  Sieur  Amari- 
ton.  I  could  not  send  Sieui'  de  J.a  Xoue  to  tiiis  post  for  tho 
reasons  wliich  1  have  formerly  writt(Mi,  and  l)ecause  of  the  repro 
sentations  mado  to  mo  since  my  arrival  by  the  flesuit  Fathers, 
who  assured  mo  that  this  olKcer,  although  a  vciy  capable  and 
worthy  subject,  had  the  misfortunei  n(!t  to  be  acceptable  to  tho 
Kations  of  that  ))ost  aud  to  be  distrusted  by  the  tribe  oi:  tho  lur 
nards,  their  allies.  Neither  could  1  refuse  tho  request  of  tho 
R,everend  Jesuit  Fathers  for  the  sieur  (h'  la  Perriere  to  under- 

iRen6  Boucher,  Sieur  de  la  Perriere,  one  of  the  sons  of  Sieur  IMorre 
Boucher  de  Bouchcrvillc,  governor  of  Trois  Uivieres,  was  born  iu 
1GG8,  and  died  in  171:2.  He  was  a  noted  ^renc  li  olli»  er,  and  l  onunandod 
one  division  of  the  exi)edition  that  attacl.ed  llavirhill.  Mass..  In  ITOS. 
In  1715  he  had  been  sent  among  tho  Sioux  to  try  and  detarli  them 
from  tlie  Renard  alliance.  The  two  loaders  of  the  t radin.:;-coini»uny, 
the  Montbruns,  were  his  nephews. — Kd. 

•^Zj^cheriii  Robertel,  Sieur  de  la  None,  born  in  lG(ir>.  was  in  command 
of  the  post  at  Kamanistigoya,  north  of  Lake  Superior,  from  1717  21. 
Possibly  the  reason  he  was  so  unacceptable  to  the  tribes  at  l.a  ll^iye 
was,  because  he  had  instigated  the  Crist Inaux  and  other  norlhora  tribes 
to  attack  the  Sioux,  allies  of  the  Foxes.  Sec  also.  Win.  Hist.  Cotlx  . 
xvi,  p.  440.— Ed. 

I   l'>  1 


1727]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


take  the  Sioux  establishment.  Uiider  these  cimunstanicos,  I  was 
obliged  to  send  sieur  Dnplessis^  back  to  la  Baye,  where  he  had 
been  stationed  by  Monsienr  de  Longuenil,  before  he  had  received 
your  orders,  but  I  count  on  being  able  to  relieve  him  next  spriiig, 
ho  himself  luwing  requested  of  me  pernuission  to  return  to  his 
garrison. 


1727:    COMPLAINTS  OF  LOUISIANA 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Sept.  25,  1727.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  49,  c.  11,  fol.  132."] 

^[oNSEiGNEUu — I  bolieve  that  it  is  my  duty  to  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  every  year  there  come  into  this  Colony 
people  from  Missisipyj  who  descend  to  Montreal  and  Quebec  in 
order  to  go  to  France,  and  likewise  the  French  of  Canada  pass  to 
the  Mississipy,  of  whom  there  is  no  nu)re  infcu-mation,  both 
classes  Without  passports.  This  gives  rise  to  great  abnses  and 
rascalities  on  the  part  of  those  who  pass  from  one  colony  to  the 
other,  "without  paying  the  merchants,  who  ha\e  lent  them  mer- 
chandize in  good  faith  and  who  hear  nothing  more  oi  them; 
It  is  to  remedy  these  abnses  tbat  I  have  undertaken,  ^lonscig- 
neur,  to  beg  you  to  give  orders  to  the  connnandant  of  Louisiana 
to  arrest  all  the  French  of  Canada  who  go  to  tho  ]\lissisipy 
Witliout  being  furnished  with  a  Passport,  and  to  give  mo  notice 
of  it;  I  only  Hope  that  you  will  lind  it  satisfaclory  that  I  shall 
do  tho  same  for  the  Kreaudi  of  the  Missisipy,  wbo  conu^  to  thi-^ 
Colony  without  a  Pasvsport; 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  a  very  profound  respect.  Men- 
seigneur.  Your  veiy  hunibK'  ami  very  obedient  servant 

\h:\V  II  AKNOIS. 

Quebec,  September  25th,  1727. 

1  Francois  Lefebre,  Sieur  Diiplcssls  Fabort,  was  In  command  at  La 
Baye  in  172(5.  In  a  list  of  Canadian  officers  drawn  up  in  1736.  he  Is 
thus  described:  "Ar:o,  45  to  50.  Preciae.  Clovor.  Few  friends.  Ca- 
det, 1698;  Knsign,  1700;  Lieutenant,  1714;  Captain.  1727."— En. 
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1727:    AMARITON  RESCUES  AN  ILLINOIS  WOMAN 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated,  Oct.  24,  1727, 
with  an  enclosure  dated  Oct.  15,  1726.  MS.  in  archives  of  MinistSre 
des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  49,  c.  11, 
fol.  164  ff."] 

MoNSEiGNEUE, — The  Sieur  Aniariton^  has  brought  me  an 
Extract  from  a  leitter  of  Monsieur  de  Liette,  which  ^vill  he  added 
to  my  packet,  whereby  you  will  see,  Monseigiiem-j  that  that 
officer  incurred  considerable  expense  in  ransoming  an  Ilinois 
woman  who  was  tied  to  the  stake  to  be  burned.  I  had  given 
Ifonsieur  the  Intendant  a  Statement  of  the  expense  and  tiie 
certificates  of  the  Missionary  fathers  to  be  annexed  to  the  Joint 
letter.  I  told  tlie  Sieur  Amariton  to  see  Monsieur  Dnpuy  to 
have  the  joint  letter  made  out  thereon.  He  came  to  tell  me  that 
M'onsieur  tlie  Intendant  would  Avrite  privately  and  that  T  sh(nild 
do  the  same  on  my  part.  I  have  read,  Monseigneur,  the  original 
of  Monsieur  de  Liette's  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Avith  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  sen-ant. 

Ih-JAUllAKNOIS. 

Quebec,  October  24th,  1727. 

As  we  have  no  news  of  the  Sioux  detacliment,  evcrvbudy 
believes  that  it  lias  passed. 


Extract  from  a  Letter  written  hy  Monaicur  de  Lie  fie,  ca  plain 
and  commandant  at  fort  de  cliasirc'~  in-  the  Hmois  country,  to 
Monsieur  de  Lignery,  captain  in  Canada  and  coniniandani  (jen- 
eral  of  the  savage  conrdries,  dated  (tctoj)cr  15,  17'J(i. 

1  Francois  Amariton,  captain  in  the  colonial  troops,  had  been  com- 
mandant at  Green  Bay,  1723  26.  See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  for  bis 
Career  at  this  place. — Ed. 

i^Fort  Cbartres  was  originally  built  in  1720  by  Boiabriant  as  a  cen- 
tre for  defense  in  the  Illinois  country,  on  a  site  a  mile  oa-^^t  of  (ho 
Mississippi,  and  about  sixteeen  miles  norlbwest  of  Ka^^kaskia.  This 
first  fort  was  of  the  ordinary  stockade  kind,  replaced  (1763-56)  by 
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I  represented  with  praise  to  the  illinois  nation  the  kindness 
displayed  by  monsieur  Amarition  in  Eiansoming  the  Illinois 
woman  who  passed  as  The  wife  of  michel  aco/  and  the  large 
quantity  of  goods  it  cost  him  to  save  her  from  the  hre,  but  it 
was  in  vain.  Those  savages  are  ungrateful  beings  who  think 
one  is  obliged  to  do  what  one  does  for  them.  It  is  nevertheless 
a  sad  thing  that  that  captain  should  have  incurred  so  heavy  an 
eixpense.  It  should  be  paid  by  The  company,  to  which  I  have 
written.  I  hope  it  will  produce  some  effect  but  I  have  difficulty 
in  believing  it.  It  is  harder  tO'  obtain  repayment  from  The 
company  than  from  the  king.^  If  peace  were  concluded,  I 
think  that  monsieur  damjariton  might  be  able  with  The  cer- 
tificates of  the  reverend  jesuit  fathers  and  of  the  French,  to 
obtain  some  repayment  I  should  Like,  with  all  my  heart,  to 
be  of  some  use  to  Him  in  this.  If  he  thinks  I  can  be,  let  him 
tell  me  in  what  manner  and  I  will  do  everything  in  my  power. 

T^e  copy  of  the  original  which  is  in  my  hands, 

De  Ligneei. 


an  immense  stone  fortification  which  cost  nearly  $1,000,000.  This  lat- 
ter was  surrendered  to  the  English  in  1765.  Nine  years  later,  Fort 
Chartres  was  undermined  by  the  Mississippi,  and  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. See  "Old  Fort  Chartres"  in  Mason,  Chapters  from  Illinois 
History  (Chicago,  1901).— Ed. 

1  Michael  Accault  (Aco)  accompanied  Hennepin  on  his  voyage  of 
discovery  in  1680,  probably  as  chief  of  the  party  sent  out  by  La  Salle. 
He  settled  among  the  Illinois,  and  married  the  daughter  of  a  Kaskaa- 
kia  chief;  their  child  was  baptized  in  1695.  This  woman  rescued 
by  Amariton  was  evidently  the  same  person. — Ed. 

2Desliettes  refers  to  the  Company  of  the  Indies,  for  whose  history 
see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  440,  note.— Ed. 
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1727:    OFFICERS  FOR  THE  POSTS 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  French  minister  to  the  Intendant 
Dupuy,  dated  May  14,  1728.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colo- 
nies, Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  4G4.] 

Monsieur — • 

If  he  [Beauhariiois]  has  not  consulted  you  in  regard  to  the 
recall  of  some  Officers  from  the  posts  and  to  tlie  choice  of  those 
who  were  to  replace  them,  it  is  because  he  alone  has  the  power 
to  order  such  changes  and  destinations.  I  am  nevertheless  con- 
vinced that  had  the  accord  between  you  been  such  as  his  Majesty 
had  ordered,  He  Avould  not  have  failed  to  communicate  such 
Views  to  yon,  not  only  as  regards  the  trade  at  those  posts  but 
also  in  order  to  have  your  advice.^  You  would  have  acted  as 
he  has  done  in  similar  circumstances,  aud  it  is  not  without 
reason  that  His  Majesty  had  recommended  you  to  live  on  good 
Terms,  inasmuch  as  discordant  couduct  is  always  o])posed  to 
the  good  of  his  Service  and  the  welfare  of  tlie  Colony. 

With  Regard  to  the  Sieur  de  la  IJondc,  I  <nu  Avriting  to 
Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  to  recall  hiui  from  the  post  where  ho 
is  and  not  to  give  him  any  other  uuder  any  pretext  what^ut-ver. 
I  am  also  sendiug  him  a  Copy  of  tlie  two  documents  whicli  yi>u 
have  discovered  in  connectiou  with  his  coudiu't  during  his 
journey  to  J3oston  in  1723,  without  informing  bini  by  wliom 
that  discovery  was  made."  You  will  be  pleased  to  send  mu  the 
t^vo  Originals  on  the  return  of  Monsieur  the  C^omto  l)<vs  Goutto^ 
who  conunands  the  storcrship  I'Ek'pliant.  ShonlJ  you,  in  tlio 
future,  nnd^e  any  similar  discoveries  respecting  cllior  OHicers, 
you  will  be  careful  to  inform  mo  of  tlie  same. 

You  will  see,  by  what  his  Maj(>sly  writer  to  Mon-ionr  do 

iBeauharnois  and  Dupuy  were  not  in  accorii.  anil  tho  lattor  was 
recalled  in  September  of  this  same  year. — En. 

2For  this  expedition  of  I>a  Uondc,  see  hla  moniotr.  post.  Wo  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  himself  of  the  charpos,  since  l^oaiiharnois  appointed 
him  to  La  Pointe  de  Chcquamcgon.  a  post  which  ho  hold  for  nmny 
years. — Ed. 
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Beauliamoia  and  you  jointly,  what  his  views  are  regarding  the 
farming  of  the  posts,  which  must  be  carefully  considered. 

You  will  also  see  by^  the  same  dispatch  what  his  Intentions 
are  with  reference  to  the  post  es^tablished  by  the  English  at 
Chotiegan  [Oswego]. 

I  remain,  Monsieur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient 
servant. 

Maurepas. 

Veesailles,  May  14th,  1728. 


1728:    WAR  UPON  FOXES  DETERMINED 

[Extract  of  a  memoir  from  the  king  to  the  governor  and  Intend  ant 
of  New  France,  dated  at  Versailles,  May  14,  1728.  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs., 
ix,  pp.  1004,  1005.] 

•x-         ******  * 

According  to  the  intelligence  his  Majesty  had  received  re- 
specting the  negotiation  of  peace  between  the  Illinois  and  Fox 
Indians,  he  had  reason  to  believe  tliat  it  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
concluded,  and  has  been  much  sui'prised  to  learn,  not  only  that 
it  had  been  broken  olf,  but  still  more,  that  Sieiir  de  Beauhamois 
had  determined  on  making  war  on  tlie  Foxes.^  Ilia  Majesty 
ia  persuaded  of  the  necessity  of  destroying  that  N^ation,  as  it 
cannot  keep  quiet,  and  as  it  will  cause,  so  long  as  it  exists,  both 
trouble  and  disorder  in  the  Upper  country ;  but  he  should  have 
wished  that  such  a  step,  the  success  whereof  is  problematical, 
had  been  postponed  until  his  ordoi-s  had  been  receive^l.  It  is 
even  to  be  feared  that  the  project  may  not  have  been  so  scorcl 
as  that  the  Indians  have  not  been  infonned  of  it.  In  this  case, 
if  they  foresee  their  inability  to  resist^  they  will  have  adopted 
the  policy  of  retrojiting  to  the  Scioux  of  tlio  PrairiovS,  from 
which  point  they  will  cause  moi-o  disonh  r  in  il>o  (\>lony  than 
if  they  had  beeji  allowed  to  roniuvin  quiet   in   llu  ir  village. 

iFor  Beauharnols's  change  of  plan,  soo  'Wis.  Hist.  CoJ}s.,  ili.  pp.  Kll- 
165.— Ed. 
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Possibly,  men.  tlie  other  ISTations,  who  have  been  apparently 
animated  against  tlie  Foxes,  will  be  touched  at  their  destinictioii, 
and  become  more  insolent  should  we  not  succeed.  As  the  expe- 
dition is  apparently  organized  at  present,  his  Majesty  has  Ijeen 
graciously  pleased  to  allow  the  60  mJ^  demanded  by  Sieurs  de 
Beauliamois  and  Dupuy,^  for  the  expenses  of  that  wa'r,  news 
of  the  success  of  whidi  will  be  expecting  [expected]  with,  iiii- 
patienoe. 


1728:    THE  EXPEDITION  ARRIVES  AMONG  THE  SIOUX;  FORT 
BEAUHARNOIS  BUILT 

[Relation  of  the  voyage  by  Father  Gui'gnas,  in  a  letter  to  Beauhar- 
nois,  dated  at  the  mission  of  the  Archangel  St.  Michael,  Fort  Beauhar- 
nols,  in  the  Sioux  Country,  Kiay  29,  1728.  Translated  from  a  tran- 
script made  in  Paris  for  SL  Mary's  College,  Montreal.  Also  given  in 
Margfy,  D^couv.  et  efab.,  vi,  pp.  552-558.] 

The  convoy  for  the  Sioux  departed  fnmi  the  end  of  ^Montreal 
Island,  last  year,  on  tlie  IGtJi  of  the  month  of  June,  to^\'ti^d 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  reached  ]\Iichilimakinac  on 
the  22nd  of  the  montli  of  July.  This  jx)st  is  251  leagues  from 
Montreal,  almost  directly  west,  in  45°  40'  ITorth  latitude.  We 
spent  tlie  rest  of  the  month  at  this  po^t,  hoping  from  day  t^>  day 
to  receive  some  news  from  Montreal,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  ourselves  against  tlie  pretx3nded  extrcmo  ditR- 
culties  of  securing  free  passage  through  the  country  of  the 
Rionards.  Finally,  as  nothing  was  S(»en,  our  journey  was  1*0 
sumed  on  the  lirst  of  the  month  of  August;  and,  after  73  leagues 
of  prosperous  navigation  along  tlie  "NoHhoni  j^horo  of  lake 
Michigan,  running  towards  tlu^  Southwcv-t,  wo  roarhed  la  Dave 
on  the  8th  of  the  same  mouth,  at  halt'  past  5  o'clock  in  the 
evening. 

That  post  is  in  44°  41'  north  latiludiv;  a  halt  of  two  day? 
was  made  there,  and  on  the  luoruiug  «>t'  th(^  1 1th  w»>  ciuharkcsl. 
as  we  wore  very  impatieut;  txv  arrivi^  aiuoug  the  Iumku-iI-. 

iSee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  47G.  477  — ICn. 
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On  the  third  daj  after  the  departure  from  la  Baye,  very  late 
in  the  evening,  even  somewhat  far  into  the  night,  the  chiefs  of 
the  P\iants^  came  out  three  leagues  from  their  village  to  meet 
the  French,  with  their  peace  calumets  and  with  refreshments  of 
bear's  meat.  On  the  next  day,  the  French  were  received  by 
this  nation,  now  very  small  in  numbers,  to  the  sound  of  several 
discharges  of  musketry,  and  amid  gTeat  demonstrations  of  joy. 
They  asked  us  with  so  good  grace  to  do  tliem  the  honor  of 
spending  some  time  among  them,  that  the  rest  of  tlie  day  was 
granted  them,  from  noon  until  tlie  following  night.  There  may 
be  in  this  village  60'  or  80  men  in  all;  but  all,  both  men  and 
women,  are  veiy  tall  and  well-built.  They  are  upon  the  borders 
of  a  very  pretty  little  lake,  in  quit©  an  agreeable  place,  botli 
for  situation  and  for  the  good  quality  of  the  soil,  at  14  leagues 
from  la  Baye  and  8  leagues  from  tlie  Kenards. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  15tli  of  tlie  month  of  August, 
the  convoy  set  out  in  fairly  good  weatlier  to  continue  on  it^  way, 
but  a  storm  having  arisen  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  quite  wet 
and  while  the  rain  was  still  falling,  at  tlie  cabins  of  the  Kenards, 
a  nation  so  dreaded  and  really  very  little  to  be  dreaded,  to  judge 
from  all  appearances.  It  is  composed  of  200  men  at  the  most; 
but  there  is  a  nursery-garden  of  children,  esixicially  of  boya 
between  ten  and  fourteen  year  old,  well  made  and  sturdy. 

Their  cabins^  are  upon  a  little  eminence  on  the  banks  of  a 
small  river  which  bears  their  name,  very  winding  or  sinuous, 
so  much  so  tliat  one  is  continually  making  the  entire  turn  of 
the  wheel  of  tlie  compass  there.  It  is,  however,  quite  broad  iu 
appearance,  lying  between  a  chain  of  hills  upon  eiich  side;  but 
there  is  only  one  miserable  little  channel  amid  this  apparent 
extent  of  bed,  which  is  a  kind  of  swiun])  filled  with  n\shce  and 
wild  rice  of  an  almost  ini})enetrable  density.  They  have  only 
simple  cabins  of  bark  witliout  any  sort  of  palisado  or  other 
fortification.    When  the  French  canoes  touched  their  shoivs, 

1  French  name  for  the  Winnebago  Indians.  Seo  Wis.  Hist.  Coils.,  xvl. 
index. — En, 

2For  the  location  of  the  Fox  village,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl.  p. 
39,  note." Et). 
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they  ran  down  with  their  peace  cahimets  lighted  in  spite  of  the 
rain,  and  everybody  smoked. 

Wc  sojourned  among  them  the  rest  of  this  day  and  all  the 
next,  to  learn  their  intentions  and  sentiments  regarding  the 
French  establishing  themselves  among  the  Sioux.  Sieur 
Eleaumie/  interpreter  of  the  languages  of  the  Indians  at  la  Baye, 
acted  with  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  King's  service.  Even  if  my 
testimony,  Monsieur,  should  not  be  deemed  impartial,  I  must 
have  the  honor  of  telling  you  that  the  Keverend  Father  Ohardon, 
an  old  missionary,  was  of  very  great  sei'vice  there ;  and  the  pres- 
ence of  the  three  missionaries,  who  were  there,  reassured  these 
cut-throats  and  assassins  of  the  French  more  than  all  tlie  dis- 
coursea  of  the  best  orators  would  have  done.  A  general  coimcil 
was  called  together  in  one  of  their  cabins;  we  spoke  to  them  civ- 
illy and  amicably.  On  their  part  they  gave  us  some  rather  fine 
sides  of  dried  meat. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  following  Sunday,  the  17th  of 
tlie  month  of  August,  Father  Ohardon  departed  with  Sieur 
Eleaume  to  return  to  la  Baye,  and  the  company  of  the  Sioux, 
greatly  rejoicing  at  having  passed  witli  so  much  ease  over  this 
obstacle  that  had  been  every^vhero  represented  as  so  formidable, 
got  under  way  to  try  and  reach  their  destination. 

Kever  was  thei'e  a  more  tiresome  voyage  nuulo  than  tliis  that 
followed  on  account  of  tlie  uncertainty  regarding  the  route 
'No  one  knew  it,  and  wei  were  continually  going  astray  both  by 
water  and  by  land  for  lack  of  guides  and  pilots.  Wo  continued 
to  grope  our  way,  as  it  were,  for  a  week;  for  wo  did  not  arrive 
until  the  ninth,  towards  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  pure 
chance  (believing  ourselves  still  far  awa\  )  :it  tbe  ixul^ge  of  tlu> 
O'uisconsin,  which  is  forty-five  leagues  fi\>ni  (ho  Kenard;*,  ooiuit- 
ing  the  length  of  the  turnings  and  windings  of  tliis  wretched 
river.  This  i)ortage  is  lialf  a  l(^ag^o  long,  the  half  of  it  being 
only  a  sort  of  swanii)  full  of  luiid.  l^lio  ()nis<'(n\>in  is  «pulo  a 
pretty  river,  but.  far  inferior  to  what  has  biH'n  said  of  it;  pn»b- 
ably  those  wlio  gave  a  description  of  it  in  Oanjnbi  ln\d  only  s^x^n 

1  Pierre  Reaunio  was  Fox  intcrprotcr  in  171S.    Ibul.  i>.  .377.— E». 
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it  at  higji  water  in  spring.  It  is  a  shallow  river  upon  a  bed  of 
shifting  sand  which  forms  banks  almost  everywhere,  which 
often  change  place.  The  shores  are  eitlier  bare  and  rugged 
mountains  or  low  points  with  a  foundation  of  sand.  Its  course 
from  the  portage  is  from  JSTorth  East  to  Soutli  West  To  its 
discharge  into  the  Mississipi  I  have  estimated  the  distance  at 
thirty-eight  leagues.  The  portage  is  in  43°  24'  North  latitude. 
The  M)ississip;i  from  the  mouth  of  the  Oiiisconsin  upwards 
flows  from  the  No^rth  West.  This  beautiful  river  is  spread  out 
between  two  chains  of  high  mountains,  barren  and  very  sterile, 
regularly  dist;ant  from  each  other  one  league,  three  quai*ters  of 
a  league,  or  half  a  league  where  it  is  the  narrowest  Its  centre 
is  occupied  by  a  chain  of  islands  well  wooded,  so  that  in  looking 
at  it  from  the  top  of  the  heights,  one  would  imagine  that  one 
was  looking  at  an  endless  valley  watered  on  right  and  left  by 
two  immense  rivers.  Sometimes  also  one  does  not  see  any 
river,  for  these  islands  are  overflowed  every  year  and  arc  suit- 
able for  raising  rice.  At  58  leagues  according  to  my  estimate, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Oiiisconsin,  in  going  up  the  Missis."^ipi, 
is  lake  Pepin,  which  is  nothing  else  than  this  river  itself  stripjxid 
of  islands  in  this  place,  where  it  may  be  half  a  league  wide. 
The  part  of  this  river  that  I  have  traveled  over  is  not  very  deep, 
and  has  shallow  water  in  several  places,  because  its  bed  is  of 
shifting  sand  like  that  of  the  Oiiisconsin. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  1727,  at  noon,  we  reached  this 
lake,  which  had  been  chosen  as  the  end  of  our  voyage.  Wo 
establisheid  ourselves  towards  evening  about  the  middle  of  the 
Northern  shore  upon  a  low  im'uit  whovse  soil  is  c.Nccllent.  Tho 
woods  were  very  dense  there,  but  tliey  nw  alrcNidy  thinned  on 
account  of  tho  rigor  and  length  of  the  wintc  i'.  which  has  Uvn 
scvera  for  th(^  climate,  for  wv  aro  here  in  latitude  \:\°  51'.^  It 
is  true  that  tlie  diflerenco  in  the  winter  is  great  compared  with 
that  of  Quc^heo  and  Montreal,  whatever  certain  poor  j\idgi\^  may 

iShea,  Early  Voyafjcs  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  (Albany.  N.  Y., 
18G1),  has  43°  41',  but  all  otlirr  juithorlties  give  51'.  The  triio  latltiido 
is  about  44°  31'.— En. 

I,  iir.  J 
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say  of  it.  The  day  after  landing  axes  were  applied  to  the  trees 
and  four  days  later  the  fort  was  entirely  finished.^  It  is  a  plat  of 
ground  a  hundred  feet  squam  suiTounded  by  stakes  twelve  feet 
high  witli  two  good  bastions.  For  such  a  saiall  space  there  are 
large  buildings,  detached  and  not  crowded,  each  30,  38  and  25 
feet  long  by  16  feet  wide.  All  would  go  well  there  if  the  phice 
was  not  subject  to  inimdations;  but  this  year,  on  the  15th  of  the 
month  of  April,  we  were  obliged  to  go  and  camp  outside  an«i  the 
water  rose  in  the  houses  to  the  height  of  two  feet  eight  inches ; 
and  it  is  useless  to  say  that  it  was  tlie  quantity  of  snow  that  fell 
this  year.  The  snow  about  the  fort  was  melted  a  long  time  l>e- 
fore;  and  there  was  certainly  not  more  than  a  foot  and  a  half 
from  tlie  8th  of  Februaiy  until  the  15th  of  ]\Iarch ;  all  the  rest  of 
the  winter  one  could  not  have  used  snowshoes.  I  have  good  rea- 
son for  believing  that  this  place  is  inundated  every  year.  I  al- 
ways had  the  same  opinion  of  it;  but  they  wei-e  not  obliged  to 
believe  mc^  because  old  people  who  said  they  had  lived  here  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years  asserted  that  it  was  never  inundated.  We 
could  not  re-enter  the  rather  dilapidated  houses  \uitil  the  30th  of 
the  same  month  of  April,  and  even  today  the  damagx?s  ai-o  hardly 
repaired. 

Before  the  end  of  October  all  tlie  houses  woi-e  finished,  and 
furnivshed;  and  everyone  found  himself  lodged  peacefully  in 
his  own  home.  Nbthing  was  thought  of  then  but  to  go  and 
reconnoitre  the  neighboring  districts  and  rivers,  to  sec  those 
herds  of  fallow-deer  of  all  sjxicies  of  which  they  tell  siu-h  talei 
in  Canada.  They  must  have  disappcareil  or  have  greatly 
diminished  since  the  time  these  fornuM-  travelei*s  left  the  coun- 
try. They  are  no  longer  in  such  great  numbers,  and  it  is  hard 
to  kill  any. 

After  having  wandered  about  the  country  {ov  sttme  tinio 
eyerybody  returned  to  the  fort,  and  only  thought  of  enjoying 
for  a.  little  the  fruits  of  llicir  labors.  On  the  Ith  of  the  u\onth 
of  Koveanber  it  was  not  forgotten  llnil  this  was  the  feto  day  of 

iFor  the  location  of  Fort  Boauharnols.  soo  Wis.  Hist.  Colh..  x.  pp. 
302,  371.— Ed. 
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Monsieiur  the  Gretrieral.  Holy  Mass  was  said  for  him  in  the 
morning,  and  we  were  much  inclined  to  celebrato  the  holiday  in 
the  evening;  but  the  slowness  of  the  Pyrotechnist,  and  the 
changeahleaiess  of  the  weather  caused  the  celebration  to  be  post- 
poned until  the  14th  of  the  same  montli,  when  some  very  fine 
rockets  wqre  fired  off  and  the  air  was  made  to  resound  with  a 
hundred  shouts  of  '^Long  live  the  King,"  and  ''Long  live  Charles 
de  Beauhamois.'^  It  was  on  this  occasion  tliat  the  wine  of  the 
Sioux  was  made  to  fiow,  and  it  was  most  excellent,  although  there 
are  no  finer  vines  here  than  in  Canada.  What  contributed 
mucli  to  the  amusement  Avas  the  terror  of  some  cabins  of  Indiana 
who  were  then  around  the  fort.  When  these  poor  people  saw 
the  fireworks  in  the  air  and  the  stars  falling  from  heaven, 
women  and  children  took  to  flight,  and  the  most  courageous  of 
the  men  cried  for  meircy,and  urgently  asked  that  the  astonishing 
play  of  this  terrible  medicine  should  be  made  to  ceasa 

As  soon  as  we  had  arrived  among  them  they  assembled  in  a 
very  few!  days  around  the  French  fort  to  the  number  of  95 
cabins,  which  would  amount  in  all  to  150  men,  for  tliere  ai*e 
at  the  most  two  mm  each  in  their  portable  cabins  of  dressed 
skins,  and  in  many  there  is  only  one.  lliese  were  all  that  wo 
have  seen,  except  a  band  of  about  GO  men  who  came  on  the  :2Cth 
of  the  month  of  February  and  were  of  those  Nations  that  aro 
called  the  Sioux  of  the  Prairies.  At  tlie  end  of  November  the 
savages  departed  for  tlieir  winter  quarters.  It  is  tnie  that  tliey 
did  not  go  far  away  and  that  there  were  always  some  to  bo 
seen  during  the  winter.  But  since  the  2nd  of  last  April,  when 
several  cabins  of  them  repassed  here  to  go  to  their  spring  hunt- 
ing, none  of  them  have  been,  seen.  One  auux)  of  ten  men, 
detailed  to  go  and  find  them,  l(X>ked  for  them  in  vain  fnr  a  wvck 
even  for  more  than  sixty  leagues  up  tlio  ^lississipi;  it  arrivi^l 
yestcirday  witJiout  hearing  any  tiding-s  of  tlioni. 

Although  I  have  said  that  tlio  Sioux  wvvo  jdminrd  at  tiio 
rockets,  which  thoy  tiX)k  for  new  pbenomona,  it  must  not  bo 
eupposod  from  that,  [that]  they  aro  h-s^  int<^lHgiMit  than  other 
Indians  wo  know. 

Tliey  soom  to  mo  more  so,  nl  KmsI,  iIk^v  iwc  uppnroullv  nuich 
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gayer  and  more  open  and  far  more  dexterous  thieves,  great 
dancers  and  great  medicine  men.  The  men  are  almost  all  largo 
and  well  made;  but  the  Avomen  are  vei-y  ngly  and  disgusting, 
which  does  not  however  check  debauchery  among  them,  and  is 
perhaps  an  effect  of  it.^ 


1728:    NEWS  FROM  THE  WEST;   EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE 

FOXES 2 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Aug.  4,  1728.  MS.  in  archives  of  ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  132."] 

iMoNSBiGNEUR — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  Extracts  from 
several  Letters  writiten  from  the  upper  country  (respecting  tiie 
E^nards),  which  I  have  received  since  my  return  to  quebec. 
They  will  Show  you,  Mt«iseigneur,  the  dispositions  of  those  sav- 
ages toward  the  French  and  that  the  News  tlioy  have  Had  of  the 
war  that  is  to  be  waged  against  them  has  not  made  Them  abandon 
their  village  as  was  At  first  stated.  I  aug*ur  very  favorably,  ^Ion- 
seigneur,  for  that  Undertaking,  having  received  News  that  they 
were  divided  into  Two  parties  one  of  Which  claims  never  to 
have  killed  ajiy  French  and  those  of  the  other,  according  to 
appearances,  have  (j'onvictod  tliemselves.  Their  fortes  are  said 
to  bo  at  a  distance  of  a  League  from  on(^i  anotlicr. 

iThe  last  two  paragraphs  are  wanting  in  the  Montreal  MS.  and 
the  one  in  Margry,  vi,  pp.  552-558,  which  were  both  transcribed  from 
the  Colonial  archives  in  Paris.  They  are  supplied  from  Shea's  trans- 
lation (op.  cit.),  who  says  that  this  letter  was  presenrd  "nniong 
the  papers  of  the  Geographer  Buache,  and  now  In  the  possrsHlon  of 
Mr.  Brevoort."  The  preceding  paragraph  In  Shea,  la  mutilated  and 
imperfect;  either  he  translated  incorrcrOy,  or  the  MS.  ho  used  was 
an  imperfect  transcription. — Ei). 

2This  expedition,  drternilned  on  by  Beauharnois.  loft  Montreal  June 
5,  1728.  The  standard  account  is  that  of  Crcspol.  the  French  chaplniu 
of  tho  expedition.  Sec  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v.  pp.  86  91;  x.  pp.  49  53. 
For  tho  result  ol"  oxi)editton.  soo  letters  of  Llgnory  and  Bwiu- 
harnols,  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  1)2  95.— Bi). 

I  ^>S  1 
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I  have  die  honor  to  be  with  very  i)rofouiid  resjx;ct,  ]\Ionseig- 
neur,  Your  veiy  humble  and  very  obedient  ben^ant, 

Beauiiaknois. 

Quebec,  August  4th,  1728. 

The  faet  of  tlie  Scioux  having  been  killed  is  an  inqxji-tant 
item  in  tliis  matter.  This  news  is  all  the  more  welcome  since 
among  them  was  the  asylum  whither  it  was  thought  they  would 
wi  til  draw. 

Monsieur  Desliettes^  had  not  Yet,  on  April  12,  received 
J^ews  Of  the  co-operation  [desired  of  him]  but  As  The  delay 
in  sending  my  Letter  was  duo  solely  to  the  Illness  of  ]\[onsicur 
de  Vincennes  who  was  not  among  the  Ouyatanons,'  Tliere  is 
some  appearance  of  his  having  been  notified  of  it  l>efore  the 
end  Of  the  same  ]\Ionth ;  They  will  in  any  case  have  plenty  of 
time  to  effect  the  Junction. 


1728:    FURTHER  NEWS  FROM  THE  WEST 

[Letter  from  the  governor  to  the  French  Minister.  Source,  same 
as  that  of  preceding  document,  but  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  135.] 

MoNSEiGNEUii — I  have  the  honor  to  S<.^nd  You  an  E:xtract 
from  the  ]>rews  received  from  the  upper  countries.  Monsieur 

iFor  the  letter  of  Beauharuois  requesting  the  co-operation  of  Dcs- 
liettes,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  ill,  p.  163— Ed. 

-Frangois  Margaue  de  la  Valtries,  Sieur  do  Vincennes,  was  Ijorn  in 
1672,  and  in  1719  succeeded  his  uncle,  Jean  Baptiste  Bissot  as  the 
seigneur  of  Vincennes,  also  in  his  position  among  the  Miami  Indians. 
For  this  reason  the  identity  of  the  two  men  is  often  confiisrd.  The* 
junior  Vincennes  founded  the  post  on  tho  Wahash.  called  by  his  name, 
probably  about  1727,  at  the  instigation  of  Perii  r.  governor  of  lA)uisiana. 
in  order  to  counteract  English  inllucncc  among  the  Miamis.  Vincennes 
led  the  Miami  contingent  in  the  nnforlunatc  (MiieKasaw  oxp«^tlilion 
in  1736,  being  captured  and  burned  to  death  at  the  stake.  The 
Ouiatanon  (Wea)  Indians  were  an  important  tribe  of  the  Mlamts.  For 
a  description  of  their  villages  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colh.,  xvi.  p.  A 
French  commandant  was  sent  among  them  between  1716  an»l  1718. — Ko. 

[29] 
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De  La  perriere  and  Rieverend  Father  de  Gonnor  have  arrived 
at  ]\Ioiitreal  from  the  Scioux.  Tliej  passed  through  tlie  coun- 
try of  tlie  Eenards  whom  they  found  veiy  quiet  In  Their  vil- 
lage. 

There  is  Eeason  To  hope,  Monseigneur,  that  The  affair,  will 
be  concluded  to  The  advantage  Of  the  King's  aiTay,  which  is 
a  Considerable  one  and  which  started  With  the  Intention  of 
absolutely  Eiating  up  the  three  Villages  of  the  Renards  who  had 
sowed  a  great  extant  of  land  This  year.  I  ex|-)ect  Eeverend 
Father  de  Gonnor  at  any  moment  tO'  obtain  all  the  particulars 
of  his  Journey.  Monsieur  De  La  perriere  who  has  been  very 
111  and  who  has  not  Yet  recovered  his  healtii^is  at  present  unable 
to  Come  down  toi  Quebec. 

Our  Settled  Iroquois,  Monseig-neur,  to  whom  I  had  Said  (In 
a  Council  that  I  held  with  Them)  that  they  must  speak  proudly 
to  the  Outawais  of  Missilimakina,  have  done  so  for  a  Wonder. 
They  reproached  them  in  the  presence  of  The  hurons  with  all 
the  Eivil  things  that  they  knew  about  tliem  and  they  wanied 
them  to  open  their  eyes  on  their  Cbnduct  And  tliat  if  they  did 
not  They,  thei  Iroquois,  would  Go  tO'  Their  country  to  Avenge 
the  French  witliout  calling  the  latter  there. 

I  have  the  honor  To  Be  with  very  profound  resjxict,  !^^on- 
seigneur.  Your  very  humble  And  veiy  obedient  sei-vant, 

Beauharnois. 

Quebec,  August  18th,  1728. 


1728:    THE  FOXES  AT  HOME 

[Extracts  from  letters  of  ha.  Perriere  and  La  Frosnlt^rr.  dntod 
respectively,  Sept.  10,  aud  Sept.  13,  1728,  being  those  referred  to  by 
Beauharnois  in  the  preceding  document.  Macalester  College  Contribu- 
tions (St.  Paul,  1890),  1st  series,  No.  7,  p.  188.  Cited  in  Comultan 
Archives  188G  (Ottawa,  1887),  p.  Ixxix.l 

La  Pen-iero  wrote  from  Montreal,  Thom  is  every  reason  lo 
think  that  Mbnsiour  do  Lip^iory  will  lin.l  tlu>  Foxcfl  at  homo. 
On  my  return  I  oalle^l  at  tlioir  village,  which  socnio<i  U>  Ik>  very 

[ao] 
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quiet.  They  invited  me  to  stop,  but  I  told  them  never  could  I 
stay  in  a  place  stained  with  French  blood. 

Monsieur  de  La  Fresniere  wrote:  LlSTothing  had  been  done 
to  tlie  Sioux,  The  Frejich  there  having  been  well  enough  treated. 
Monsieur  de  La  Perriere  called  on  the  Foxes,  who  wished  him 
to  stop  and  camp  with  them,  but  he  said  that  he  could  never 
sleep  on  a  mat  dyed  with  French  blood.  The  chief  replied: 
^^We  are  dead  men  since  our  Father  will  not  stop  one  night 
with  us.  Come !  if  you  will  take  me  in  your  canoe,  I  will  carry 
my  body  to  Montreal."  Monsieur  de  La  Perriere  said  that  he 
would  willingly  take  him. 


1728:    LIGNERY'S  REPORT  OF  THE  EXPEDITION 

[Copy  of  a  letter,  dated  la  Baye,  Aug.  30,  1728,  from  Lignery  to  Beau- 
harnois,  being  the  official  report  of  his  expedition.  MS.i  in  archives 
of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection  Moreau-St. 
M6ry,  vol.  9,  f.  11,  1727-31,  fol.  152."] 

Monsieur — I  Avail  myself  of  The  opportunity  presented  by 
Monsieur  de  Cavagnial's^  departure  to  assure  you  of  my  Ee- 
spect  and  to  tell  you  in  a  fewi  Avords  what  occuiTcd  on  our  jour- 
ney. I  reached  Micliilimakinac  on  the  4th  of  August  and 
found  the  nation  of  the  Detroit;  the  folles  avoines  to  whom  I 
spoke  in  passing  and  who  followed  mie  to  the  number  of  a  hun- 

iThis  is  the  letter  referred  to  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  \,  p.  92;  but  appar- 
ently the  original  has  never  before  been  published  in  full. — Eu. 

2This  was  Pierre  Frangois  Rigault,  Marquis  de  Vaudreull.  later  gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana,  and  of  New  France.  He  was  born  In  Canada  In 
1698,  son  of.  the  fonner  governor  of  the  same  name.  On  entering  the 
military  service  he  soon  attained  the  rank  of  major,  and  was  known 
aa  the  Chevalier  de  Cavagnal.  In  1733,  he  was  governor  of  Three  Riv- 
ers; 1743-53  of  Louisiana;  when  he  was  appointed  governor  of  New 
France,  which  office  he  held  until  the  conquest  by  tho  English.  He 
died  at  Quebec  in  1793.  He  appears  to  have  accompanied  Llgnory's 
expedition  as  commissary. — Ed. 
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dred  men  ;  the  outaouas  of  Micliiliniakinac ;  tlie  saulteurs  and 
other  Savages  of  Lake  huron,  making  nearly  three  hundi-ed 
men.  In  a  word,  Monsieur,  onr  army  Avas  composed  of  nearly 
twelve  hundred  savag^is  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  French, 
including  those  whom  I  enlisted  at  Michilimakinac.  I  ]>ro- 
ceeded  to  la  Baye  where  we  arrived  ahout  midnight.  -  I  j)osted 
a  Detachment  of  Savaj2;es  on  one  side  of  the  river  and  one  of 
French  on  the  other.  With  the  helj)  of  some  sakis  whom  T  had 
Avith  me,  our  French  capturcid  three  Puants  and  a  ]ieiiard, 
Avhom  I  gave  to  the  trihes  that  they  might  drink  of  their  Broth. 
They  put  tlienx  to  death  on  the  following  Day.  On  The  sec- 
ond day  of  our  march,  a  poulx  Settled  among  the  Puants  came 
to  meet  us  with  a  flag  followed  by  four  men  of  the  village  in 
order  to  a,sk  if  their  lives  might  be  s])ared,  the  latter  did  not 
appear  for  I  would  have  stopped  them.  I  scMit  back  the  poulx 
to  tell  them  that  I  had  come  to  Listen  to  all  the  Xations,  c\'en 
the  Iicnard  in  order  to  keep  them  there;  bnt  the  ])(iulx  did  not 
return.  We  continued  our  march  towards  the  village  (d"  the 
puants,  but  they  had  left  two  or  three  days  in  advance  of  us 
owdng  to  oui'  having  beeu  dehiycMl  by  the  rapids  of  the  river  in 
Avhich  most  of  our  canoes  were  broken.  We  left  shortly  after- 
wards and  camped  between  two  villages  of  tlie  Renards.  It 
Avas  too  late  to  go  there.  I  sent  out  Scouts  and  on  the  Fidlow- 
ing  morning  we  reached  the  first  village,  where  we  captured  an 
old  A\omau  and  a  yonng  girl  whom  we  (]uest  IouimI  ;  Tbey  told 
us  that  their  i)eople  had  left  in  great  liaste  three  ilay>  bi  bav. 
From  there  Ave  Avent  to  the  s(H'ond  village  Avhere  wi>  eajtlnri'd 
an  old  lueiiard  wlio  told  us  the  same  thing.  Wc^  c«uitinned  (»n 
our  Avay  and  slept  at  a  third  village*,  where  found  iw  one. 
I  summoned  all  our  savages  lo  a  (\)uncil.  Having  leMnuil 
from  soni(5  scouts  that  tliey  had  found  a  Avidi>  trail,  I  told  lluni 
that  th(i  milions  nuist  make,  up  a  lai'ge  imrty  to  follow  it  for  at 
least  two  days  t.o  ScHMvhetluM- they  eoidd  not,  discover  >nn u 'lb ing ; 
but  two  things  jirevenlcd  tliis.  V\\o  or  six  Inindred  Savagx's 
had  remain(ul  Ixdiind  at  the  s^^cond  village  of  the  luMiards. 
whioli  delayed  Tlii^  mailer,  ni(vnM»V(M-  tbe  savagvs  asked  nu*  for 
at  least  two  Innuh-ed  l^'rencbnien.     Idiese  w^m'i*  fonnd  \intit  to 
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start  by  the  inspection  I   had  had  made  by  ]\Lonsieur  the 
Major  and  his  assistants  ;  as  the  men  had  no  Shoes  and  no 
other  food  than  Corn.    Matters  remained  in  that  position. 
Moreover^  it  Avould  have  been  useless  to  Continue  the  expedition 
in  tlie  Condition  in  which  we  found  ourselves,  whereof  ^lon- 
sieur  the  Major  will  inform  you,  IMoaisieur,  and  I  also  when  I 
shall  have  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  unless  we  wished  to  Euxpose 
all  tlie  French  of  our  party  to  perish.   I  returned  to  the  middle 
village  where  I  found  an  old  Slave  woman  Avhom  the  Outaouas 
had  captured.    I  had  her  questioned  by  Ouilamek  and  she 
stated  that  the  Renards  had  departed  four  nights  before  and 
that  they  had  more  than  a  hundred  canoes  in  which  they  ])ut 
the  old  men,  the  women  and  clriklren  while  all  the  wan-iors  fol- 
lowed on  foot  on  the  banks  to  protect  them.  Consecpiently, 
Monsieur,  the  nations  no  longer  spoke  of  going  after  them  and 
some  even  told  me  that  it  would  bo  useless.    At  tlie  time  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  bringing  back  the  anny  which  —  the 
savage  portion  at  loaist — ^had  obtained  am]>le  su])plies  of  Tiuliaii 
Com.    I  caused  fire  to  be  set  to  the  four  villages,  and  all  the 
^(-•attered  Cabins  to  bo  Burned,  also  all  the  C-orn  to  he  cut  of 
which  there  was  so  great  a  quantity  that  one  could  not  believe 
it  without  seeing.    I  also  had  the  village  of  the  Puants  burned. 
Thus,  Monsieur,  terniiinated  our  Expedition  wliich  will  be  no 
less  advantageous  to  the  glory  of  the  King  and  the  welfare  of 
boith  C^blonies,  inasmuch  a,s  oue-half  those  ])eople  will  die  of 
hunger.    I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  ]\[onsicur,  that 
before  leaving  tJie  R(!nards'  a)untry,  I  sent  five  Frenchmen 
through  tlie  Woods  to  the  scioux.    I  gave  them  as  guides  two 
folios  avoiucs  wlio  had  come  from  thorcv  this  year.     'Vhcy  have 
been  well  paid,  aud  I  trust  they  will  take  our  Frenchmeu  to 
tlieir  destination  iu  safety,  I  ini'ormod  Monsieur  do  Ijoucher- 
ville  and  Eevcmid  Fatlior  Guigiuis  of  all  tiiat  wo  had  done, 
and  T  told  llierrn  to  strive  to  win  the  sfioux  to  liioir  interest^ 
by  assuring  thom  that  it  they  gave  the  Iveuards  nd'ugv^  anuuig>;t 
Them,  they  would  bring  upon  tluMiisc^lves  a  War  with  jdl  |]\e 
nations;  also  to  consid(?r  what  wa.s  tJu>  Ixxst  tiling  tJiey  (v>ul(l 
do,  to  renuiin  or  to  JH^turn  by  la  |)oinle;  that.  th(>y  w(M-o  to  1)0 
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guided  by  the  interest  the  scioux  niii>iit  take  in  tlieiu,  aiul  tha 
next  spring  we  niiglit  go  and  join  them  by  hi  ])ointe;  that  the, 
were  to  try  to  send  news  eoncernino-  themselves  during  th 
winter  to  the  French  in  this  post,  tJiat  I  Avonhl  tell  ^Eonsieur  d 
Clignaneonrt,^  who  is  to  winter  here,  to  give  them  n(?\vs  abou 
hin-Lself  in  exchange  and  fimdly  not  to  Expose  themselves  ni 
necessaril}^  Such,  Monsieur,  is  The  mission  I  have  sent  to  th 
scioux.  The  two  folles  avoines  are  to  return  to  their  village  i 
thirty-five  days  at  the,  latest.  I  told  Monsieur  de  la  Xoiie  t 
send  news  about  himself  early  iu  the  s})ring  to  Michiliniakina( 
and  I  ordered  niy  son  to  Forward  the  same  to  Montreal  at  onc^ 
in  order  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  send  off  the  convoy  that  i 
to  go  to  the  scioux;  I  Send  herewith,  ^fonsieur,  a  letter  froi 
Monsieur  Delietto  which  informs  you  of  what  he  has  don( 
Had  he  marched  toward  the  Oiiisconscink  Avith  the  souther 
people,  the  Eenards  would  have  been  surrounded,  but  I  have  ha 
the  honor  of  telling  you  that  those  people  could  not  be  relie 
on,  after  Aviiat  had  already  happened.  Monsieur  the  ]\Lajc 
Avill  inform  you,  Monsieur,  of  many  other  slight  details.  W 
have  incurred  Ex])enses  at  ]Michilimakinac  for  canoes,  India 
corn,  and  beads  and  for  repairing  anus,  and  other  tilings.  H 
will  also  tell  you  of  the  unwilliiigness  of  the  Canadians, 
have  never  been  more  idive  to  the  necessity  of  having  ti'oops  i 
this  counta-y.  1  beg  you,  ]\ronsieur,  to  honor  me  with  you 
protection  with  the  minister.  I  may  perhaps  come  down  lat( 
I  Hatter  myself  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  Wriu^  liim  i 
niy  favor.  I  have  never  had  so  much  trouble  iu  my  ; 
during  the  past  four  months,  and  I  foresee  that  I  shall  have 
great  deal  of  trouble  at  ^Aiichilimakiuac  iu  giMiiug  iill  or 
French  sent  down  owing  to  the  mnliiious  spirit  and  the  ui 
willingnct^s  of  the  voyageurs,  together  with  tlu^  fact  that  mo; 
of  our  canoes  are  worthless  and  there  are  no  ])r(n  isiou<.  1  wi 
do  everything  for  the  best. 

iThis  was  probably  Louis  Matthieii  Damonrs,  Sieur  de  Cligiiaiicoui 
born  in  1G99,  married  1730,  and  dyinj^-  in  1753.  He  was  present  at 
council  held  at  Green  Bay  in  1720.  See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  iii.  p.  150— E 
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I  have  the  honor  to  remain  with  very  deep  respect,  Monsieur, 
Yonr  most  humble  and  obedient  servant 

^  .       ^   Delignery 


1728:    CONDITIONS  AT  DETROIT 

[Letter  from  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister.  MS.  in  archives 
of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "  Canada,  Corresp.  gen., 
vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  205."] 

MoiNSBiGNEUJi — Tlie  Sionr  DeschaiUon^i/  ea])tain  of  a  Com- 
pany, whom  I  sent  to  Detroit  as  comnianchmt  tJiere,  has  beg'ged 
me  to  have  tlu?  lioiior  to  inform  you  that  he  would  jSTot  go  to  That 
post  to  serve  in  lieu  of  his  promotion,  as  he  prefers  the  honours 
of  the  Corps  to  everything.  You  are  Aware,  l\Loiiseigneur,  that 
he  is  an  EjxceJlent  officer  and  enjoys  a  great  re])utation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Be  with  very  })rofound  respect,  ^Ion- 
seigneur,  Yo'ur  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Beauiiarxois. 

P.  S.  I  was  Astonished,  ^Fonseigiieur,  that  ^Monsieur  l>upuy 
should  have  ventured  to  Write  you  that  he  had  decided  not  to 
have  Delivered  to  Honsieur  I  )esc])aill()nsi  (he  ^000  sacks  of 
powder  that  wei'e  given  to  Monsieur  Tonty,  knowing  that  that 
otHcer  had  not  asked  it  from  him,  J>ut  from  ^(e,  who  had  prom- 
ised it  to  him  subject  to  your  good  pleasure;  and  that  ho  should 
also  have  stated  that  the  OiIkm-  ( \)mniaii(]ant.>  are  charged  With 
the  expense  of  TIkhv  Posts,  a.s  lll(M'(^  is  no  otlicr  post  In  the  whole 

iJean  Baptiste  Saint  Ours  Deschaillons  wns  hovu  in  Cnnadft  in  IGG9; 
married  one  of  the  La  Gardeur  family;  coinmantlod  a  detachment  for 
the  upper  country  in  1715;  later  held  command  at  Fort  St.  Joseph; 
and  in  1727  at  KaminisloKoya,  whither  he  was  removed  to  Detroit  in 
1728.  In  173G,  he  was  in  conunand  of  Crown  Point,  and  is  thus  char- 
acterized {Can.  Archives,  1899,  p.  2G):  "Age  (50.  Bright  witlod.  loveil 
by  the  troops.  Has  given  grounds  for  talk  as  to  his  moral>;.  In  coui- 
mand  at  Pointe  il  la  Chevelure.  Ens.,  1()92;  Lieut.,  1710;  Cap..  1718." 
Deschaillons  died  in  17-17.— Ed. 
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Oolony  but  that  of  Detroit  where  matters  are  on  That  footing, 
in  consequence  of  tlie  contract  tliat  Monsieur  do  Tonty  had  en- 
tered into  for  tlie  Exclusive  Trade  of  Detroit. 

It  is  to  be  Feared,  Mon seigneur,  that  Monsieur  Deschailloii3 
wlio  has  made  himself  liked  by  all  the  Nations  wherever  he  has 
been  and  who  had  undertaken  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  lhat 
post  on  the  Same  Conditions  as  Monsieur  de  Tonty,  will  .Vsk 
to  return  to  his  garrison  as  soon  as  he  Learns  that  he  is  not  given 
the  t\vo  Thousand  sacks  of  powder  liis  profloeessor  had. 

Beauiiai^xois 


1728-29:      NARRATIVE    OF    DE    BOUCHER  VILLE;  CAPTIVITY 
AMONG  THE  KICKAPOO;  HOSTILITY  TO  THE  FOXES 

[This  relation  of  the  adventures  of  Monsieur  de  Boucherville,i  of 
his  return  from  the  country  of  the  Sioux  in  1728  and  1729,  followed 
by  "Observations  on  the  manners,  customs,  etc.,  of  those  Savages"  was 
published  in  La  Bihliothcque  Canadienne,  Michel  Bibaud.  editor  and 
proprietor  (Montreal,  182G),  iii,  pp.  11,  ff.  The  manuscript  was  evi- 
dently in  his  hands.  The  following  translation  is  from  the  printed 
transcript] 

After  the  failure  of  the  expculitioii  nl2,'aill^t  llu'  KiMiar^ls,  M(»u- 
sieur  Do  Liigiioris  sent  seven  . Frenchmen  and  two  FoUcs-avoincs' 
to  inform  mo  of  all  tJiat  had  hap]K'ned  in  onku*  that  1  miiilit  lakt' 
proper  measures  for  our  safc^ty,  and  that  1  miuht  indnre  llio 
Scioux  to  rc^fiiso  their  proteclion  to  the  Kenards. 

On  Hcptcinbc^r  D,  1728,  two  days  aTlm"  tlie  arrival  ot'  ilio 
seven  Freucliineii,  1  sent  six  of  our  poojdi^  t(»  conduol  to  the 
Scioux  at  Hdiill  HI.  Aniomc'^  two  TnlK^^  ;i\ oino-  wlh>  liad  aru^l 

1  Pierre  Boucher,  sieur  de  Bouolierville,  third  of  the  name,  was  horn 
1689,  and  died  in  1707  at  Montreal.  He  was  captain  of  infantry,  chev- 
alier de  St.  Louis,  and  commandant  at  Niagara  in  1710.  Ho  was  onsiga 
at  this  time,  and  apparently  left  in  command  of  the  parrison  at  Fort 
Beauharnois,  when  his  inicle,  La  Perri("^re,  n  turnod  to  Monlrt\il. — "••Tn. 

2The  French  appellation  for  the  MtMiomlnor  Indians.  See  U't.s.  Hist. 
Colls.,  xvi,  p.  411.— Ri). 

aFalls  of  St.  Anthony,  at  the  present  city  of  iMinncaiioHs.  Minn.— Kd. 
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a.s  gnides  to  Monsieur  De  Ligneri's  envoys,  and  who  were  com- 
missioned on  behalf  of  all  the  savages  living  below  to  exhort  tVie 
Scionx  to  take  sides  against  the  Eenards,  or  at  least  to  refuse 
thenii  an  aisylum  in  their  country. 

These  envoys  returned  to  the  Fort  some  days  afterwards, 
rather  dissatisfied  with  the  result  of  their  negotiations.  After 
accepting  their  presents  and  amusing  them  with  fine  promises, 
the  Scioux  soon  let  them  see  that  they  had  renard  hearts. 
N^evertheleiss  O'uacautape  accoanpanied  them  on  their  retuiTi,  and 
assured  me  that  the  Eenards  would  never  secure  a  refuge 
amongst  the  Scioux. 

But,  seeing  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  cciulide  in  these  in- 
constant tribes,  I  gathered  all  our  Freuch  together  on  September 
18,  in  order  to  come  to  a  final  decision.  All  were  of  opinion  that 
the  post  was  no  longer  tenable;  that  the  remaining  provisions 
would  not  suffice  for  our  subsistence  until  tlie  arrival  of  the  con- 
voys; that  the  fugitive  Renards  would  employ  their  usual 
stratagems  to  seduce  our  allies,  and  tliat — to  comply  Avith  the 
order  of  Monsieau*  De  Ligneris  who  forbade  us  to  expose  our- 
seh'es  ill-advisedly  by  keeping  so  unsafe  a  post — it  was  better  to 
depart  at  once  and  to  take  advantage  of  our  enemiee'  difficulties. 
After  coming  to  this  decision,  all  withdrew  and  each  one  made 
his  preparations  for  the  departure. 

On  the  folloAving  day  several  told  mo  that  they  had  changed 
their  minds  and  would  be  unable  to  soil  their  goods  elsewhere. 
In  vain  I  represented  to  them  that  the  king's  seiTico  and  the 
welfare  of  the  colony  should  prevail  over  private  intei-ests  ;  their 
minds  were  m,ado  np  and  I  was  com[)ellod  to  leave  without  them. 

We  took  three  canoes  and  started  on  October  3,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  amongst  whom  were  tlio  Reverend  Fntlior  Ouigno** 
and  the  Messieurs  J\ronbrun.  Although  the  waters  of  the  ^lis- 
sissipi  were  low,  we  deemed  it  advisabk^  to  atttxnipt  that  route 
in  order  to  reach  the  Illinois  countiy  and  ]>roc<H'd  llionco  to 
Montreal. 

Hardly  had  wo  amved  o[)povsito  the  Ouisconsiti  than  wo  disr 
covered  traces  of  a  party  of  Benards;  and  after  tlinv  dn>V 
journey,  we  found  their  canoes,  whicli  tlioy  had  Ic^fl  al  the  riv(>r 
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of  tlie  AyoLis  in  order  to  penetrate  more  easily  into  the  de];)th? 
of  the  surrounding-  country. 

Oil  O'ctober  12,  somewhere  near  the  river  of  the  Kikapous,^  we 
found  other  camping  place<>,  traces  of  men,  women,  and  cliil- 
dren;  and  on  the  fifteenth,  we  saw  a  number  of  a.nimals  running 
along  the  shore  who  seemed  to  be  flying  from  liunterr^.  Great 
£res  that  were  lighted  and  the  noise  of  some  gun-shots  led  me  to 
believe  that  the  enemy  was  not  far  oft".  For  greater  safety  I 
deemed  it  expedient  to  travel  at  night;  but,  as  the  water<  were 
very  low,  our  birch-bark  canoes  were  in  danger  of  Ix'ing  broken 
at  any  moment. 

On  the  IGth,  at  eiglit  o'clock  in  the  morning  some  KiL-apoii.s 
discovered  us  and,  leaving  their  pirogues,  they  ran  to  the  \  Ilhige 
situated  on  a  small  river  three  leagues  from  tlie  ^\lississi))i.  A> 
we  approached  the  mouth  of  this  little  river'  we  saw  a  number 
of  savages  coming  by  land  and  in  canoes  with  the  apparent  inten- 
tion of  barring  our  way.  iWe  at  once  loaded  our  twenty  ti\e 
guns,  resolved  to  defend  ourselves  stoutly.  They  called  ont  to 
us  from  afar:  ''What  fear  ye,  my  brothers'^  The  Kenards  are 
far  from  here.  We  are  Kikapous  and  Maacoulin^  and  have  no 
evil  design.^'  I  sent  two  Frenchmen  and  the  interpreter  lo 
whom  they  said  that  their  village  was  only  three  leagues  from 
where  we  were;  tliat  they  were  in  want  of  everything;  tluit  they 

iThe  river  of  the  Ayous  (lowas)  and  the  river  of  the  Kikapous, 
simply  mean  the  rivers  on  which  those  tribes  dwelt.  The  former  was 
that  now  called  Wapsipinicon  River  in  Iowa.  The  river  of  tlie  Kick- 
apoos  was  Rock  River,  Illinois,  upon  which  was  a  larsc  permanent 
village  of  that  nation. — Ed. 

2There  seems  to  be  no  basis  for  the  identitication  of  this  "lilile 
river,"  other  than  that  it  was  known  as  "Uivii^rc  anx  BaMifs"  and 
was  three  days  below  Rock  River.  Possibly  it  was  the  prenont  Skunk 
River  in  Iowa,  just  above  the  Des  Moines.  In  the  otiUial  report  of 
the  expedition  of  17.34,  the  Fox  fort  on  Uie  Wapsipinicon  River  is  said 
to  be  not  far  from  where  De  BouchcrviUc  and  tJuii;uus  were  captured. 
Ferland,  Cours  cV  Histoirc  du  Canada  (Quebec,  ISGf)).  11.  p.  141.  iden- 
tifies this  "Rivi6re  aux  Banifs"  with  Ruffalo  Creek,  Jones  County.  Iowa. 
This  could  not  have  been  the  spot  where  the  French  were  arrested, 
since  Buffalo  Creek  <loeR  not  reach  the  Mississippi  River.— Ku. 
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would  be  glad  to  have  us  stay  a  day  or  two  with  tlierii  and  to 
trade  with  us.  But  seeing  that  in  spite  of  their  fine  promises 
we  were  making  ready  to  proceed  on  our  way,  they  surrounded 
us  witli  their  twenty-five  pirogues,  calling  out  as  loiul  as  they 
could;  '^Frenchmen,  do  not  resist;  we  have  no  evil  design  in 
stopping  you/'  At  the  same  time  numbers  of  them  embarked  in 
our  canoes  although  the  chiefs  cried  out :  "Gently,  young  men." 
Thej  dragged  us  to  their  village  where  we  thought  the  greatest 
fayoT  we  could  expect  would  be  to  be  plundered.  Far,  however, 
from  taking  aAvay  our  arms,  they  requested  us  on  our  arrival  to 
salute  the  fort  with  a  discharge  of  musketry  which  we  did  with 
fairly  good  grace.  Afterwards  they  held  a  council  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  to  lodge  us  in  the  cabin  of  Ouiskouba  whose 
relatives  had  just  been  killed  by  tlie  French  acting  with  the 
Illinois.  All  our  baggage  was  carried  into  this  cabin;  Father 
Giiignas  was  placed  upon  a  nnit  and  upon  ii  very  fine  bear 
skin;^  an  equally  honorable  place  was  prepared  for  me  opi)osite 
the  Reverend  Father;  we  were  regaled  with  deer  fiesh.  We  had 
no  lack  of  company  throughout  the  night  as  a  great  many  of 
these  barbarians  had  never  seen  a  Frenchman  and  were  attractcHl 
by  curiosity.  O'uiskouba  and  several  chiefs  who  were  hunting 
in  tlie  neighborhood  were  sent  for. 

On  the  following  day  the  elders  entered  our  cabin  and  spoke 
to  Father  Guignos  as  follows:  "V^ou  Black  (jowns'  used  for- 
merly to  maintain  peace  amongst  the  nations;  but  now  yuu  are 
greatly  changed.  NV)t  long  ago  one  of  your  comrades  was  seen 
leading  a  l^arty  and  waging  a  bloody  war  against  us."  These 
elders  I'el'erred  to  Father  Dumas,  the  chaplain  of  Monsieur 
Desliettes'  army.^ 

lAn  Indian  ir  ide  of  showing  lionor. — Ed. 

2This  was  tlie  Indian  appellation  for  (he  Jesuit  missionaries,  who 
wore  their  black  cassocks  into  the  wilderness. — Ed. 

;<.Tean  Dumas  was  born  at  Lyons,  France.  Sept.  10.  Kl'Jf).  and  ontcnd 
the  Jesuit  order  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  In  172(5,  he  was  sent  to  lA)uisiana. 
arid  in  1727  assigned  to  the  Illinois  mission.  Some  time  before  1740 
he  returned  to  France,  and  taught  Hebrew  at  Lyons.  He  died  in 
1770.— El). 
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father  Giiigiios  replied,  ''You  know  not  the  Black  gowns;  it 
is  not  their  custom  to  fight  and  to  stee])  their  hands  in  blood. 
They  follow  the  army  solely  for  the  purpose  of  hel[)ing  the  sick 
and  ministering  to  the  dying." 

The  dispute  would  have  lasted  longer  had  not  the  ^oung 
men — wiser  in  this  than  the  eldersi — imposed  silence  on  them. 
"Be  silent,  old  babblers/'  they  said  to  them:  ''Are  not  tlie 
French  sufficiently  in  trouble  and  is  it  proper  for  you  to  add 
afliiction  to  affliction?"  These  words  put  a  stop  to  the  invectives 
for  a  while;  but  as  soon  as  Father  Guignos  began  to  read  his 
breviary,  the  rubrics  printed  in  red  ink  caused  a  fresh  (pi and 
about  nothing  to  break  out.  "Those  drops  of  blood,"  they  ^aid 
to  one  another,  "warn  us  to  be  on  our  guard  against  this  dan- 
gerous man."  To  appease  those  suspicious  minds,  the  Father 
closed  his  book  for  some  days  and  we  liad  an  interval  of  peace. 

Seven  days  after  this  first  upbraiding,  a  chief  delivered  a 
liarangnie  in  favor  of  the  Father  and  said:  "Of  wluit  are  you 
thinking,  my  brothers,  and  why  should  you  forbid  tlie  Black 
gOAVTL  from  saying  his  accustomed  prayers?  Know  you  not  that 
amongst  all  the  nations  these  Fathers  have  full  liberty  to  i»ray 
in  their  O'wn  manner?"  This  speech  was  applauded  and  the 
Father  obtained  permission  to  read  his  red-lettered  buok  in 
public. 

On  the  same  day,  Ouiskouba  r<^'turncd  fromi  hunting  and 
spoke  to  us  as  follows:  "My  father  tlie  Black  gown,  and  llmu 
my  father,  the  French  chief,  T  have  just  learned  that  you  liave 
l)een  put  in  my  ca])in  arid  that  T  have  b(>on  declared  tlie  arbiter 
of  yonr  fate  to  repay  me  for  the  loss  of  my  wife  and  childri>n 
whom  the  French,  acting  with  the  TIHiku's,  linve  jtist  taken  fmui 
me.  PVar  not  ;  my  heart  is  good.  Our  I'alher  OnnullnH.'  whom 
1  saw  tAvo  yeai's  ago,  gav(^  nu^  wisdom.     His  arm  govern^  luv 

iThe  Indian  title  for  the  governor  of  Canada,  later  extended  to  all 
governors,  and  also  to  the  kins.  This  savage  had  evidently  been  down 
to  Montreal  on  one  of  the  yearly  exi)editions.  For  a  drsi'riptlon  of 
theso  gatherings  see  ParUman,  Old  AVf;n>Jc  in  Canada  (Uoslon,  1874), 
pp.  :m,  304.— En. 
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thoughts  and  my  actions.  Eely  on  my  ^vo^(l  and  no  hami  will 
come  to  you/' 

Wo  tlianked  him  and  presented  him  Avith  a  brasse^  of  tobacco ; 
and  wo  promised  that  all  the  gcx)d  he  Avould  do  us  would  be 
repaid  a  hundred  fold. 

The  White  robe,  a  famous  orator,  paid  me  a  visit  the  follow- 
ing (hiy.  ''Thy  face/'  I  said  to  him,  ''is  not  unknown  to  me. 
Did  I  not  see  thee  at  Detroit  in  Monseiur  De  Lamotte's"  time  1 
Tliou  were  then  considered  a  Avise  man  and  I  am  delighted  to  see 
thee."  The  savage  was  charmed  with  my  cumplinient.  and  the 
tobacco  I  gave  him  and  expressed  his  regret  at  our  detention  ;  he 
advised  mo  to  he  wise,  that  is  to  say  to  get  myself  cleverly  out  of 
the  difficnlty  by  giving  presents  to  the  young  men. 

Cliaouenon,  a  man  of  credit  and  respected  above  all  by  the 
young  lvikapous,Avas  also  profuse  in  his  offers  to  serve  me,  and  I 
won  him  to  my  interest  by  great  promises.  E^'erything  being 
thus  prepared  and  the  chiefs  being  all  gathered  together  in  the 
village,  I  caused  tlie  council  to  be  assembled. 

Word  of  Monsieur  Do  Bouchei'ville  accompanied  by  4  barrels 
of  powder,  2  guns,  a  30  pound  kettle,  7  pounds  of  vermilion,  12 
hatchets,  2  dozen  large  knives,  7  braided  coats,  2  cloth  blankets, 
2  white  blankets,  7  l)ags  of  shot,  etc,  etc. 

"^ly  brothers,  children  of  Onontliio.  I  learned  from  six 
Fronchmon  and  two  FuUes-avoines  tliat  the  French  and  their 
allies  bad  driven  the  Renards  from  their  counti^  tO'  i)nnish  them 
for  having  deluged  the  earth  with  blood,  and  linviug  last  spring 
reddened  the  watc^rs  of  the  Mississipi  witli  tlie  bb^od  of  nnmv 
Frenchmen.  Perfidious  people  ibat  they  are,  wlien  w('  ]);iss(mI 
throngh  their  land  a  year  ago,  they  promised  us  to  renuiin  (]nift 
and  at^tno  for  the  ])ast..  We  declared  to  them  ibal  tli<\v  bad 
everything  to  hope  from  the  clemency  of  their  now  father 
Ononthio;  and  that  we,  on  our  part,  would  strive  to  ])acify  tlie 

3  A  French  linear  measure,  equivalent  to  5.318  English  foot.  The 
tobacco  was  twisted  into  a  sort  of  rope,  and  measured  off  by  this  stand 
ard. — El). 

2Consult  documents  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  j)]).  204-208.  242  247. 
251-256,  292,  379.— Ed. 
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land  and  uige  the  SciouA  to  peace.  I  have  kept  my  word  and 
stopped  several  bands  of  Saute ux^  and  of  Scionx  who  breathed 
nau^rht  but  ^var.  1  left  my  fort  to  inform,  our  father  Ononthio 
of  all  lliis  and  to  learn  his  intentions.  That  is  the  object  of  my 
journey.  Today  1  ask  yuu  by  the^e  presents  that  my  road  may 
be  clear.  1  would  bo  very  sorry  to  leave  you  Avithout  relic'viuii' 
your  w"ants  by  sharing  our  goods  with  you.  I  have  reason  tu 
fear  the  Uienard ;  I  know  he  is  net  far  from  here,  lie  wuuld 
cause  trouble  to  you  and  to  us  likewise  were  he  to  take  into  his 
head  to  come  to  this  village'.  I  therefore  beg  you,  ivikai)ous  and 
Mascoutins,  not  to  refuse  me  so  reasonable  a  request.'' 

Their  reply  was  that  our  presents  would  Ix^set  a])art,  and  that 
they  would  give  me  their  answer  by  the  folloA\'ing  day. 

In  fact,  a  great  meeting  was  held  on  the  morrow.  licverend 
Father  Guigiias,  myself  and  some  Frenchmen  were  invited.  On 
a  wliite  beaver  robe  was  placed  a  slave,  scnxmi  or  eight  years  old, 
who  was  offered  to  us  with  a  little  dried  beaver  flesh. 

Word  of  the  KiL-a[>ous 

''To  our  father  Ononthio  we  offer  tnis  word,  this  little  shn'e, 
and  this  small  quantity  of  beaver  li(^sh,  to  beg  him  not  to  bu 
displeased  with  ns  if  wo  keep  the  French  chief,  the  black  gown 
and  their  companions.  After  the  flight  of  the  li<MKn\ls,  the 
burning  of  their  cabins,  and  the  ravaging  of  their  fields,  we 
were  warned  to  withdraw  to  the  banks  of  the  Mississi])i  l)ecause 
our  father  OnontJiio  is  angry  with  us,  and  because  all  the  nations 
that  winter  in  our  neighborhood  will  soon  fall  upon  us.  Tt  is 
therefore  for  the  purpose  of  saving  our  children's  lives  that  we 
stop  you;  you  will  be  our  safeguard. 

''You  say  tluit  you  fear  the  Ivcuanls!  Well,  \\\\  \\\\A\\vy-, 
what  Inivo  you  to  fear  '^.  The  K(Miards  aie  far  from  hnc  ;  yon 
will  not  see  them.  Even  should  they  come  to  seek  you.  do  yoii 
think  they  could  succeed?  I>ook  at  these  warriors  and  at  tliose 
brave  young  men  who  surround  you  :  all  proniisi^  1<>  die  with  you 
and  their  bodi(\s  will  servo  you  as  raniparls.     Frepari*  y«^ur 


iSee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  p.  8.  - lOn. 
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selves  therefore  to  spend  the  winter  with,  us  and  begin  to  bnihl 
cabins  for  jour  use." 

"Have  you  pondered  well,'^  I  replied,  "on  what  I  repres^'.ntod 
to  you  yesterday.  Do  you  realize  that  you  will  have  to  answer 
for  us,  body  for  body,  and  that  if  any  accident  shonld  befall  ns 
you  Avill  be  held  accountable'^" 

^'\Vo  know  it,  wo  think  of  it,"  they  answered  ;  "We  have  conio 
to  our  decision  aftei'  mature  deliberation." 

It  was  therefoTc  necessary  to  attack  the  forest  with  onr  axes, 
and  with  tlie  assistance  of  the  young  Kikapous  we  finished  our 
houses  in  a  week.  We  were  already  beginning  to  settle  do\m ; 
we  had  no  further  quarrels  to  endure;  we  were  living  on  good 
teniLs.  But,  on  November  2,  a  Kikapou  iiifornied  me  that  ten 
Renards  had  arrived  in  the  village.  A  mouLeut  afterwards 
Kansekoe,  the  chief  of  these  new  comers,  entered  my  house,  held 
out  his  hand  to  me  and  said :  "I  greet  thee,  ni}^  father,"  and 
the  better  to  deceive  me,  ho  assured  me  tliat  he  had  an  order  to 
lodge  in  my  dwelling.  I  put  a  good  face  on  the  matter  in 
spite  of  my  surprise;  and  offered  food  to  my  treacherous  visitor. 
Our  faithful  Chaouenon  told  me  that  Kansakoe  was  endeavoring 
to  seduce  the  Kikapous  by  means  of  presents.  But  fortunately 
I  had  already  won  the  young  nijcn  by  a  barrel  of  powder,  2 
blankets,  2  pounds  of  vermilion,  and  other  presents. 

The  Kikapous,  after  refusing  the  cahunet  and  porcehiin^  of 
the  Kenards,  were  nevertheless  intimidated  by  their  threats  and 
urged  mo  to  help  them  by  presents  to  cover  the  last  Bcnards 
who  had  died."  I  gave  them  two  braided  coatv^,  two  <.'loth 
blankets,  50  pounds  of  powder,  r>0  pounds  of  lead,  t\\<>  pouiul- 
of  vermilion,  etc. 

On  tluKt'ol lowing  (lay,  a  great  council  wa<  held  at  wliirh  I  was 
present  with  Father  (Jnignas;  this  gave  luc  an  oppori unily  ol' 
preparing  a  present  to  be  s(Mit  to  the  luMiards  in  my  own  name. 

iThis  was  the  Canadian  term  for  the  wampum  bolts,  which  were 
used  as  a  pledge  of  an  alliance. — En. 

2 An  Indian  phrase  for  appeasing  the  wrath  of  the  relatives  of  a 
m;urdered  man  hy  i)re.sents.  Compare  (he  '  wt  rpMd  "  of  the  early 
G(;rman.s. — En. 
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Word  of  the  Kikapoiis  and  Mascontins  by  a  barrel  of  5  pounds 
of  powder^  5  pounds  of  lead,  2  pounds  of  vennilion,  2  braided 
coats  and  a  blanket. 

''My  brothers,  for  a  long  while  we  have  not  seen  the  sini — 

'A'  vv  *  -X-  vf  -jf- 

''Fear  nothing/'  I  said  to  them,  ''niy  cousins"  will  do  you 
justice  and  will  appreciate  the  services  you  have  rendered  us." 
This  promise  reassured  them  and  they  resolved  to  save  us  at  all 
costs.  "For  if  they  perish  we  are  dead  men,"  they  said  to  cue 
another;  "  and  since  we  are  too  much  exposed  here  to  the  attacks 
of  the  Eenards,  let  us  go  and  establish  ourselves  on  the  neigh- 
boring island  on  which  they  will  not  be  able  to  land  unless  we 
choose."  This  was  a  very  wise  decision.  By  means  of  presents 
I  urged  the  young  Kikapous  to  shift  the  camp  as  (piickly  as 
possible;  and  as  soon  as  we  were  settled  on  the  island  couriers 
were  sent  out  to  notify  the  Kikapous  scattered  in  the  woods. 

About  that  time  wo  Avere  informed  of  the  barbarous  dcsiini 

o 

of  Pechicamengoa,  a  Kikapou  chief,  a  great  warrior,  redoubt- 
able through  the  credit  ho  had  gained,  and  the  great  number  of 
his  brothers  and  rehitivcs,  and  of  youii<>'  Kikapous  subject  to  his 
orders.,  As  he  had  married  a  Kenard  wife,  Kansekoe  and  liis 
companions  had  no  dilHciilty  in  inducing  liim  to  assassinate  Rev- 
erend Father  Guignas,  and  they  nnule  him  })r(Mnise  (hat  he  woidd 
not  go  to  the  village  of  the  I(enards  Avithout  bringing  the  father- s 
scalp  with  him. 

In  order  that  he  might  not  fail  in  striking  his  blow,  he  con- 
cealed his  wicked  design  for  some  days.  One  line  niglit  ho 
invited  two  of  his  young  nmn  to  keei>  him  company  in  a 
sweating  lodge,  not  so  much  for  the  pui*]io6o  of  sweating  as  of 
cleverly  allowing  his  secret  to  oo/.o  ont  accordini:'  to  the  custom 
of  the  savages  in  those  sweating  lodges,  and  v(  iuthu  ing  thn.^e 

iTwo  pages  arc  missing  licro  from  tho  manuscript  from  wliicli  this 
is  copied.    Tliis  accounts  for  tho  liiatus. — HmAin). 

2The  hiatus  apparently  contained  an  account  of  tho  escape  of  ihe 
brothers  Monthrun,  who  were  cousins  of  De  Boucherville;  and  of  tho 
subsequent  fear  of  the  KicUai>oo.  This  escape  saved  the  rest  of  tho 
party  from  being  delivered  to  the  Foxes.    See  post,  p.  60. — Ed. 
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young  men  to  help  him.  God  did  not  permit  the  treacherous 
plotter  to  succeed.  The  sweating  over,  the  young  Kikapou.s,  who 
were  indignant  at  such  treachery  told  the  well-disposed  chiefs 
of  it. 

The  alann  caus€'d  in  the  village  bv  this  cunsjiiracy  may  hp 
imagined.  "What!"  they  exclaimed,  "We  rhought  we  had 
only  the  Eenards  to  fear ;  now  our  own  brothers  U^tray  us  and 
wish  to  stain  our  mats  with  blood  by  a  massacre  of  the  French ! 
What  is  to  be  done  under  the  circum.stances  ?  Had  a  licnard 
made  an  attempt  on  the  father's  life  we  would  have  settled  the 
matter  l>y  breaking  his  head;  but  the  guilty  man  is  a  chief  of 
our  nation !  .  .  .  ].et  us  endeavcjr  to  api)ease  him  with 
presents."  These  were  offered  him ;  he  accepted  them,  and 
proiinised  to  abandon  his  cowardly  design. 

But,  in  order  to  avoid  similar  acts  of  treachery,  we  w(!i'o 
lodged  in  less  suspected  cabins  where  ten  men  watched  night  and 
day  over  our  safety.    We  remained  eighteen  days  in  that  statx;. 

Kansekoe  and  his  nine  colleagues,  three  days  after  their  de- 
parture, encountered  a  hundred  Ilenards  who  were  coming  for 
us.  They  had  orders,  in  the  event  of  refusal,  to  thr(?aten  the 
Kikapous  with  the  coming  of  six  hundred  warriors,  both 
liienards  and  Fiiutd^-,  fnlly  I'csolved  to  bo  rev(;ng(Ml  for  the  insidts 
offered  tlieni.  Kansekoe  perceived  in  tbe  band  the  father  of 
the  young  Renard  whom  the  French  Inid  killed  at  la  Baie  not 
long  before,  lie  said  to  liim  :  "I  see  well,  my  father,  that  tliou 
wilt  ask  for  aFi'enchnian  in  the  ])lace  of  thy  son  ;but  I'lMiirn  wiili 
us  to  the  village;  come  and  listen  toi  tlu^  woi-ds  addressed  to  liiy 
dead  (diild,  and  refuse  not  tlu^  pi'esenls  olfered  thee."  Tlu;  (dd 
nnui,  louclied  by  ibis  nnirk  of  distinction,  alldwed  biinself  to  lu^ 
won  ov(n*.,  'T  am  (jniti'  willing,"  be  said,  "tlial  \on  >bi)nld 
restore  my  disturbed  mind.  J  will  follow  you/'  Many  tlmugbl 
as  be  did  ;oth(vrs  said  they  must  continue  tlieii-  mareli  and  eni.iprl 
tiio  KikajKnis  to  (hdiver  uj)  the  French.  I'inally,  afii-r  manv 
dispntos,  s<wenty  Iienards  r(Murne<l  boiu(\  and  tbirtv  eanie  to  tlie 
banks  of  the  Mississipi.  WIhmi  tlu^  l\ika]>ous  saw  tbem  in  su^  b 
snnill  numbers  tliey  consid(M"(^l  tliat.  tluy  eonld  \\itb<tul  danger 
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allow  them  on  the  island ;  bnt  they  reinforced  the  guard  watch- 
ing over  onr  safety.  O'n  entering  the  village,  a  llenard  was 
inspired  with  the  idea  of  delivering  a  harangiie,  contrary  to  the 
cnstom  of  the  savages  who  harangne  only  in  cabins.  This 
insolent  man  spoke  to  ns  as  follows : 

"We  are  unfortnnate,  niy  brotliers ;  Ave  have  been  driven  from 
onr  lands  by  the  French.  The  sorrow  cansed  ns  by  our  mis- 
fortunes has  brought  us  here  to  beg  you  to  wipe  away  our  tears. 
You  are  our  relatives;  irfuse  us  not  the  favor  we  ask.  Yon 
will  give  us  as  many  Frenchmen  as  you  clioose ;  Ave  do  not 
demand  all  of  them,'' 

They  entered  the  cabin  of  our  friend  Chaouenon,  being  con- 
vinced that  if  they  could  Avin  him  over  they  Avould  ca-ily 
]>ersuado  the  other  chiefs.  All  being  assem])led,  tlie  Kcnards 
Ix^gan  to  wee])  for  their  dead,  making  tlie  air  I'csound  with  their 
cries,  and  spreading  out  a  bh)ody  rol)e,  a  shell  all  reddencil  with 
blood,  and  a  red  calumet  witJi  feathers  all  dripi)ing  blood.  Such 
a  dreadful  spectacle  was  calculated  to  produce^  an  ini])ro<sion, 
and  all  tJiis  blood  called  most  eloquentlv  for  ours.  A  tall  yoiing 
renard  Avari'ior,  nnich  painted,  arose,  lit  his  calumet  and  pre- 
sented it  to  Chaouenon,  to  Ikeuf  noir  (Dlack  Ibill)  i^i^d  to  the 
young  chiefs  who  barely  deigned  to  tom-h  it  with  tlu'  tip  ot  tlieir 
lips,  and  drew  but  a  i)uti'  (U-  two.  'i'lie  old  rhicts  >niok(^d 
heartily  and  emptied  the  renard's  calumet  to  show  that  their 
sentimentis  were  in  accord  Avith  his.  Tlu^  yonng  llomird  took 
back  his  calumet,  and  ])resented  itoiici^  more  to  tlieyonni:  (•liii'''*s 
Avith  as  littk^  success  as  at  first.  I'^iiially  after  again  wrci>ing 
f(tr  their  dead,  llu^y  left  tlK^r  ])re>ents  and  wer^^  toM  iliai  liie 
ansAver  would  be  given  on  llie  following  dav.  The  young 
l\ika])ous  passed  llic  wliole  niglit  wiilioul  >K'r]i.  I  iii'  iiards 
roamed  about)  unceasingly  and  li  icd  |o  intiniidalo  iln  ni  b;.  -rral 
threats,  but  all  in  \ain. 

On  [hi)  follow  ing  day,  llie  savages  a>s(MubhMl  and  tlio  K>ka- 
pous  replied  as  follows:  "My  brothers,  you  iwv  not  unaware 
that  wo  had  no  evil  design  in  sloi)]>iui:-  llu»  l^'renrh.  Wo  wish 
tluMii  (()  live.     And  wliat  wouM  Ix^fonio  of  u-  if  tliry  prri-hed 


1728-29]    French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


while  ill  GUI"  hands  ^  lic^tuni  in  ]x?aeG,  acc^^pt  our  present;  we 
will  die  togetliei*  i-ather  than  give  np  a  single  one  of  these 
Frenchmen." 

The  Ticnards,  angeit^d  at  this  re})ly,  arose  with  fire  in  their 
eyes ;  they  tliroatened  vengeance,  made  np  their  bnndle^s  and 
crossed  the  river,  and  having  met  at  a  distance  of  three  days^ 
journey  from  the  Kenard  village  a  Kikaj^on  and  a  ^lasooutin 
who  were  hunting,  tliey  massacred  them  without  pity,  and  car- 
ried their  scalps  home  with  them. 

This  murder  caused  miuch  disturbance  amongst  the  Kenards. 
^^We  are  lost  beyond  hope,"  the  old  men  exclaimed.  "What, 
you  foolish  young  men,  it  is  but  a  slight  thing  in  your  eyes  to 
have  raised  np  against  ns  all  tlie  nations  that  have  sworn  to 
destroy  ns;  you  must  likewise  massacre  our  kinsmen!  What 
shall  we  do  to  atone  for  this  murder  ^" 

They  at  once  dispatched  five  men.  to  go  and  wec])  for  the  two 
dead  ones,  and  to  offer  themselves  as  expiatory  victims  to  the 
bereaved  old  man  who  was  not  far  from  the  reiiard  village.  As 
soon  as  they  appeared  before  him  tliey  spread  out  a  white  robe 
on  which  two  llenards  stretched  themttxriveci  quite  naked. 
^'Eevenge  thyself,  my  brother,"  they  said  to  him  in  this  luunblo 
posture.  ''Tliy  children  Invve  been  killed  but  we  offer  tlice  oiu* 
bodies;  vent  thy  rage  and  thy  just  indignation  upon  us." 
The  old  man  i"e])lied:  ^'Onr  village  is  informed  of  your  crime; 
the  nuitter  is  no  longer  in  my  hands;  the  (U'<'ision  rests  ui)on  the 
young  .lvika]:)ou  chiefs."  .Vt  th('s(!  wortls  the  prostrat<^  lu'uards 
arose  and  returned  home. 

Two  young  Kikapous  arrived  shortly  afterwai'ds  on  tJie  bank 
of  the  river,  and  uttered  deatli-yells  at  niglit.  A  pin\i»ne  was 
sent;  for  them  and  they  related  the  sad  event  to  their  ct>mrad(^s. 
The  news  s])read  const(!rmition  throughout,  the  \  ilhig(\  Nothing 
was  heard  ev(M'y whci'c  but  weeping,  hnncntat ions.  ;ind  horril»le 
yells.  (Jburiers  werc^  at  ouce  scnl  to  warn  the  lvikapon>  s^-at- 
tered  in  tho  woods  to  ipiickly  tak(^  r('l'ng(^  on  \\w  island.  The 
eldei'S  did  not  fail  to  come  and  i-(  proach  nic  w  ilh  the  death  of 
their  young  men.  'A'ou  ai"e  the  cause  of  our  biding  uiiUs^aeixMl," 
they  said,  'Snid  we  are  jiaying  very  (](\irly  bu-  the  pl(>asun'  •>f 

I  17  I  ' 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi.xvii 


having  you."  I  replied  to  tliem:  "Had  you  wished  to  believe 
me,  to  accept  my  present  and  consent  to  our  separation,  this 
misfortune  would  not  have  happened  to  you.  Did  I  not  warn 
you  of  this."  ''Thou  art  right,"  they  replied,  ''but  what  are  we 
to  do  in  the  present  predicament'^  We  are  between  t\vo  fires; 
the  Renard  has  killed  us,  the  Illinois  has  killed  us,^  the  rrench- 
man  is  angry  with  us.    What  are  we  to  do?" 

"Your  affairs,"  I  answered,  "are  not  so  difficult  to  arrange  as 
you  imagine.  Give  me  two  chiefs  to  accompany  me;  I  ^v'l][  -tart 
for  the  Illinois  country,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  make  your 
peace  with  those  tribes."  "That  is  a  very  good  idea,"  they  said. 
But  the  trouble  was  to  find  people  brave  enough  to  accom]>any 
me.  After  much  discussion  a  Kikapou  and  a  Alascoutin,  hon\ 
of  Illinois  mothers,  offered  themselves.  One  of  them  had  lo-t 
his  son  in  tlie  Avar. 

We  started  on  December  27,  notwithstanding  the  unendur- 
able severity  of  tlie  season;"  and,  after  many  hardships  and 
much  fatigue  which  can  bo  a]>preciatcd  only  by  those  who  ciuhire 
them,  we  arrived  on  the  ninth  day  amongst  the  Pcoaria  on  the 
I'iver  of  the  Illinois,  twenty  leagues  from  the  ^Fississijii.  Sev- 
eral tribes  were  gatliered  together  in  this  village,  kee])ing  always 
on  the  watch  and  anxious  for  news  of  the  Kikai)ous. 

Two  hunters  perceived  us  and,  reassured  at  the  sight  id'  the 
flags  held  up  by  my  people,  they  approached  us.  One  of  my  com- 
panions who  spoke  the  illinois  language,  told  them  that  wc  came 
to  treat  for  peace  ;  that  the  French  detained  aninngst  his  pcnplo 
were  well;  that  (he  llenards,  in  revenge  for  the  rel'ii>al  i«» 
deliver  u^)  t\w  French  to  them,  had  killed  two  Kikapou-. 

As  soon  as  the  Peoaria.  heard  of  onr  arri\;d.  they  srut 
thirty  young  lllinoi:;  to  nuH^t  us.  My  two  siwage-  wailrJ  for 
them,  and  after  weej)ing  t\)r  their  dead,  and  lia\  ing  luid  tlioir 
tears  wijXMl  away,  and  having  been  eercnion ion^ly  titVcvod  a 

iThe  Kickapoos  and  the  Illinois  had  hvon  at  war  since  171S.  See 
Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  377.— Kd. 

2Tho  winter  of  1728  29  was  one  of  nnusiial  sovt^rily  throughout  all 
Canada  and  tlio  Northwest,  an(i  recalled  the  winter  of  170S  09  in 
France.    See  Ferland,  Cours  d'  Ifistoirc  (Quehec,  1805),  II,  p.  435.— EId. 
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great  red  calumet  whicli  all  smoked,  wo  were  relie\'ed  of  our 
baggage.  We  wore  conveyed  tO'  a  largo  cabin  tlirougli  so  great 
a  crowd  of  spectators  that  \vg  could  hardly  make  our  way.  We 
were  seated  upon  a  lino  new  mat,  and  on  a  bear  skin.  T\vo 
young  Illinois,  adoiiied  with  many  ornaments,  came  to  remove 
our  shoes  and  grease  our  feet.  We  were  given  the  most  pal- 
atable food  to  be  had  in  the  village.  The  Kikapou  accompany- 
ing me,  who  had  lost  his  son,  wept  for  him  a  second  time;  all 
tlie  chiefs  arose  in  turn  to  wipe  away  his  tears,  and  after  hea ring- 
all  that  had  occurred,  they  said:  ^'Take  courage,  my  hrotliers, 
we  will  help  you  to^  avenge  your  dead.'' 

On  the  morrow  at  break  of  day  they  came  to  conduct  us  to  a 
feast;  and  throughout  the  day  we  went  without  stopping  from 
cabin  to  cabin,  from  feast  to  feast.  These  poor  people  could  noi 
find  any  food  good  enough  for  me  so  pleased  were  they  at  iik- 
good  news  I  brought. 

It  was  mry  intention  to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  the 
French  village  four  days'  journey  from  the  Peoarias;^  but  i  had 
to  abandon  the  trip  owing  to  a  sw^ollen  foot  caused  by  a  l(;iig 
march  through  cxc<x'dingly  cold  water.  I  therefore  sent  Uev- 
orend  Father  Gnignas's  letters  by  a  s])(.'cial  iiics-seiiger.  I  wiMie 
to  Monsieur  Desliettes,  the  comnuindant,  and  sent  him  the 
presents  from  the  Kikapous.  Thet^e  consisted  of  that  l"amnu> 
bloody  calumet,  and  of  the  two  brasses  of  bloodstained  |Hircehiiu 
which  the  Ivenards  had  oifered  in  order  to  have  ns  di'liveretl  up 
to  them. 

Word  of  tlie  Kikapous  and  Mascoutins  accompanied  by  ilw 
presents  above  mentioned  : 

"1st,  Oni'  words  and  our  actions  are  giiidevl  solely  by  the  arm 
of  OnontJiio  to  whom  we  are  attached. 

^'2nd,  We  have  been  killed,  my  lather,  by  tlu'  K(Minrd> 
because  we  sni)])ort(Hl  the  l^^-iMicli.  I  I"  llion  wouldst  sent  us 
some  Frenchmen  to  help  ns,  llion  wonldst  please  us. 

iThis  was  tho  vllla>;o  of  KasKaskia,  Illinois,  founded  in  ITi^i),  and 
erected  Into  a  parish  in  1719. — Kn. 
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''3cl,  We  ask  for  peace  ^vitll  tlie  llliuuis  and  Avitli  thee ;  and 
that  in  future  avo  may  smoke  from  the  -^ame  calumet. 

''4th^  Wo  have  stripped  ourbclves  ])y  giviug  what  we  had  t<i  the 
Renards  to  appease  them.  Wo  sliouhl  he  ohliged  to  tlieo,  if  iliou 
wouldst  send  us  goods  aud  especially  powdc-r. 

"5th,  Wo  flatter  ourselves  that  our  flesh  has  heeu  pre--erved  ; 
and  w©  heg  thee  to  induce  the  lllinoitj  to  give  hack  to  us  tho.~e  of 
our  kin  Avho  are  slaves  in  their  midst." 

Word  of  Monsieur  JJesliettes  hy  a  ix'd  t-alumet  and  .-ome  ells 
of  cloth. 

"Ist,  I  am  sorry  that  the  French  chief  and  the  mcuil>ri-  of 
your  nation  have  not  come  thus  far.  They  have  scut  me  y<.ur 
Word;  I  have  rcK^'civcd  it  witli  joy,  hecause  you  assure  me  that 
you  are  attached  to  the  arm  of  Ouontliio. 

"2nd,  I  siuoko  your  calumet  with  ])K'asure.  While  .-uiokiug* 
it  I  will  tliink  of  all  you  say  to  me;  and  I  shall  see  by  the  jtroofs 
that  you  will  give  mo  of  your  sinceril  y  whetlicr  I  shall  r-eud  you 
some  Frenchmen. 

''3d,  You  already  have  some  Krein-luiicn  amongst,  you,  and 
none  of  your  ])eo])]e  sit  here  on  my  mat.  if  you  wish  siuccrely, 
as  you  say,  to  live  in  peace  with  us,  J  invite  you  to  bring  back 
liere  tho  Black  gown  and  lh(>  other  Frt-nc-hmen.  J>y  this  1  shall 
know  that  you  aro  children  of  Ononthio. 

"4th,  If  you  do  this,  I  answer  that  I  will  give  yoii  Fi-cueluueu 
wlio  will  es(M»rt  you  hack;  aud  you  will  be  well  received  by  tho 
Illinois  and  the  French. 

"r)th,  I  wouhl  williuiily  send  yon  some  goods  ;it  ouec  bnt  1 
have  only  very  little;  I  expect  i\  great  (piantity  in  two  mo,.ii-. 

"<>th,  if  tli(^  l\«enards  h;i\'e  killed  yon  yo\i  n^-ert,  you  sco 
that  they  no  longer  look  upon  \on  as  ilieir  kin.  1  exhort  you 
to  avenge*,  yonrscdves.  You  niay  rest  assure<l  ihiit  llnit  wicked 
nation  e;in          no  longei'.     d  lie  K'iiii;  \\i-lio->  theii-  denih. 

"7th,  Wdien  you  arriv(\  with  the  r>hud<  gowni  autl  tlie  other 
Freu(diuien,  we  will  tak(^  meM^urc-  logetlaM';  uu'anwhilo  W(\ 
tho  IlliiKMs  ;ind  oni'seh'es,  ;n-c  pi'ep;ii  ing  to  ;ivenge  oui*S(dvi*s  for 
all  their  insnlls  to  us.  'I'hey  slndl  not  jdways  e,<cap»-  tlie 
vongxMUico  of  the  Fi'encdi  by  cowardly  fliglit. 

I  .^()  1 
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''Stli,  Behold  the  Freiichiiieii  who  start  tomorrow  U)  carry 
your  words  to  Oiionthio  from  tlic  lower  Mississipi.  I  write  him 
that  they  are  sincere.  1  beg  you,  ^Iasc<nitiiis  and  Kikapons, 
not  to  make  me  tell  a  falsehood. 

"0th,  Yo\i  sent  me  your  calumet;  I  send  you  mine.  While 
smoking  it  think  of  wdiat  I  say  to  you. 

''lOtli,  When  you  arrive  here  with  the  Frenchmen,  I  w^ill 
speak  to  the  Illinois  who  will  give  you  back  your  kinsmen  Avlioni 
they  have  had  since  last  summer;  for  tliey  ha\o  no  others  from 
an  earlier  time. 

"llth,  Onouthio  will  not  forget  what  you  have  done  for  the 
Frenchmen,  wdioaui  you  luive  refused  to  deliver  up  to  the  Ren- 
ards.  Continue  to  take  good  care  of -tliean;  ras])ect  the  Black 
gown.  When  he  is  liere  wo  will  not  forget  the  care  you  have 
taken  of  him,  of  the  chief,  and  of  the  Frenchmen." 

Our  couriers  returned  on  the  seventh  day  from  their  dei)art- 
ure  and  brought  me  letters  from  ]\Ionsieui'  Desliette^,  from  some 
officers,  and  from  tlio  lievereud  Jesuit  Fatliei*s,  wlio  advised  me 
not  to  go  back  to  the  Kikapous,  where  things  had  perha])s  taken 
a.  different  aspect  on  our  bebalf  since  my  departure. 

The  Illinois  liad  already  begun  to  chant  their  war-song  with 
all  their  hearts;  two  liundred  young  warriors  liad  already  pre- 
pared their  arrows.  But  ^Monsieui*  l)(>slietlcs  toUI  iheni  to  wait 
until  th(5  si)ring,  because  it  would  be  unwise  to  rely  upon  tlie 
]Cikai)ous,  who  had  so  oft<'n  faih'd  to  keep  {ho'xi  word. 

1  was  therefore  gi\'en  only  two  illinois  chiefs  and  eight  young 
men.  I  was  loaded  witli  tobac<'o  jind  other  ])ri\sents  for  the 
Ivikapous.  Wv,  startx'd  rather  hite,  a!id  sK^pt  at  a  s)>ot  Hvo  or 
six  k'agm\s  from  the  village. 

At  night  two  couriers  l)rought  me  a  l(MI<'r  from  Kexerend 
Father  D'Outrelo,^  a.  Jesuit^  who  begged  me  lo  wait  lor  him 
as  he  w^ished  to  consult,  with  me  on  the  nu^nis  to  be  adoi)le<l  for 

lEtienne  d'Outrelean  was  a  Jesuit  missionary.  Ixirn  in  1G5^.?.  who 
came  to  Louisiana  in  1727.  He  was  assi^iuMl  to  iho  Illinois  mission, 
and  was  in  (lie  Mississippi  valley  for  about  twenty  years.  In  17:U).  ho 
narrowly  escaped  massacre  at  the  liands  of  tlu^  Yazoo,  and  in  1737 
was  chaplain  of  a  hospital  In  New  Orleans.— Ku. 
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saving  Fatlier  Guig-nas.  I  therefore  returned  to  the  village  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  the  Illinois.  I  remained  there  eleven 
days;  but,  as  our  two  Kikapous  were  becoming  impatient,  I 
left  without  waiting  for  the  Eeverend  Jesuit  Father,  who  had 
lost  his  way  and  arrived  in  a  pitiful  condition  at  the  village  a 
few  hours  after  my  departure.  Ho  sent  three  couriers  after 
me,  who  unfortunately  took  a  different  road  from  ours,  and 
caught  up  with  us  only  when  we  were  20  leagues  from  tlie 
village.  I  gave  them  a  letter  for  the  Reverend  Father  in  which 
I  begged  him  to  eixcuse  me  if  I  did  not  return  to  tlie  Peoaria, 
as  I  was  suffering  from  a  pain  in  one  of  my  thighs ;  and  I  told 
him  that  the  proper  way  to  save  Fatlier  Guignas  and  us  was  to 
induce  the  Illinois  to  come  to  the  Kikapous  and  conclude  a 
lasting  peace.  I  continued  my  journey,  and  we  encountered 
thirty  Kikapous  who  were  coming  to  meet  us,  and  Avho  told  mo 
that  all  wa^  well.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  our  approach  reached 
the  village,  joy  spread  everywhere,  and  the  French  wlu*  no 
longer  hoped  for  my  return,  took  courage  once  nwrc.  The 
chiefs  came  to  meet  us  and  were  very  attentive  to  our  Illinois, 
although  he  was  alone,  as  the  nine  others  had  p()stiK)iH"d  their 
journey  to  another  time. 

Oil  the  nioiTOW  I  gathered  the  chiefs  together  and  animuiKcd 
to  them  the  words  of  Monsieur  Desliettes  and  of  the  Illinois. 
They  seemed  to  mo  well  pleased.  I  afterwards  by  means  of 
presents  induced  two  war-chiefs  to  make  np  two  bands  of  *2r) 
men.  The  first  party,  cxnnmanded  by  a  chief  wlioso  son  had 
been  killed  not  long  before,  was  to  go  to  the  winter  cain]nng 
place  of  the  Ilcnards;  but  he  i-eturned  at  the  v\u\  of  eiulit  days 
without  having  done  anything. 

The  otlier  band  was  aminianded  by  the  brother  of  Ihriif  uoir 
(Black  U\\\\)y  wlio  said  to  hini:  ''Do  not  rotnrn  wiih-Mit 
bringing  us  soine  Rcnartls,  dead  (U*  alive."  Afh>r  nianliing 
some  days,  this  band  enconntcred  :U)  Krnards,  wlm  a^Ui^d  ihmi 
who  they  Avcre  and  whitluM-  th(\v  wt>re  going. 

"Wo  are  Kikapous,"  thoy  answiMV*!,  "and  our  <ddi  rs  have 
sent  us  to  get  news  of  you."  The  Kenai-ds,  suH|xvting  nothing, 
ix^plied:  "You  are  welcotnio;  wo  will  lak(^  yon  to  «>nr  e.^biiiS 
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which  are  not  far  from  here."  The  Kikapous  stopped  first 
at  the  dwelling  of  Pemonssa^  who  had  married  a  Kikapou 
woman.  His  cabin  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  leag-ue  from  the 
30  others  and  there  were  about  25  persons  in  it,  namely:  eight 
men  aaid  several  women  and  children.  In  order  to  kill  them 
allj  our  warriors  placed  themselves  at  night  one  on  each  side  of 
every  Renard  capable  of  defending  himself ;  and  their  design 
would  infallibly  have  succeeded  if,  unfoi-tunately,  some  other 
Renards  had  not  come  in  during  tlie  night,  which  upset  all 
their  plans. 

Tiio  chiefs  of  the  30  cabins  assembled  on  the  following  day 
and  said  to  the  Kikapous:  ''What  do  your  contrymen  think 
of  the  murder  of  our  people  "They  think,"  replied  our 
warriors,  ''that  it  was  a  misunderstanding  or,  at  the  most,  the 
crime  of  some  individuals;  they  are  careful  not  to  hold  tlie 
entire  Rienard  nation  responsible  for  tliat  accident.''  ''Voii 
are  right,"  answered  the  Renards,  "for  the  murderer,  the  son 
of  Renard  noir  (Black  Fox)  has  fled  to  escape  death  with 
which  he  was  threatened.  We  are  going  to  die  in  our  village; 
we  have  not  found  an  asylum  anyAvhcrc ;  the  Ayous  and  tlio 
Sbioux  have  refused  to  give  us  a  refuge.  We  have  three  biuids 
of  warriors  in  the  field :  one  amongst  tlie  SauUeux,  Uie  two 
others  amongst  the  Follc^avoines,  while  a  fourth  will  soon  go 
amongst  the  Illinois.  What  has  become  of  your  Frenchmen 
"They  went  away  on  tJie  ice,"  replied  our  people,  "to  go 
amongst  the  Illincjis."  "So  much  the  better,"  said  the  chiefs; 
"nothing  remains  to  be  done  except  to  c>over  your  dead.  Wo 
will  send  two  chiefs  to  yon."  Pemoiissa  and  Ohichippa,  the 
great  war-chief,  offered  to  go  and  they  woi*e  entnisted  with  u 
calumet  and  some  other  presents. 

During  the  sec(md  day's  nuu'ch,  our  I  wo  chiefs  said  1o  one 
anotlier:  "What!  we  came  to  avenge  our  d(\id  and  these  Ren- 
ards who  follow  us  are  coming  to  sjx^ak  o{  po^u'o!  Wo  must 
give  theani  food  at  our  first  stopi>ing  place  a,nd  firo  two  pin- 

iPemoussa  was  the  Vox  chief  who  led  his  tribo  in  (ho  battle  at 
Detroit,  in  1712.    Soe  MHs.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  index— Rn. 
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shots  at  them."  This  phvn  was  carrioJ  out  in  all  its  details  and 
their  scalps  were  taken  to  the  village. 

The  news  of  this  deed  gave  rise  to  many  mutterings,  cries, 
and  hmientations ;  becanse  Penioussa,  avIio  had  married  a  Jvika- 
pou  woman,  had  a  great  many  relatives  or  kindred  among.-i  tli;it 
nation.  This  led  the  thirty  Illinois  who  had  just  arrived  to 
fear  that  they  would  bo  killed  to  avenge  the  deatli  of  Peuiou^sa. 
And  yet  they  had  come  with  presents;  they  had  brought  l)ack 
a  Ivikapon  woman  and  two  children  whom  they  had  ca[)tured. 
They  left  at  night  and  Avere  escorted  back;  both  sides  parted 
good  friends  and  the  Jvika])ous  A\ere  invitc^d  to  go,  in  the  Spring, 
to  the  Illinois  who  were  well  dis])osed  to  receive  thciu. 

The  warriors  who  had  killed  Pemoussa  re-CMitci-ed  ilu-  \  ilhige 
on  the  following  day,  but  very  (piietly  and  without  cci'cmony  i<> 
avoid  reviving  the  sorrow  of  Pemoussa's  I'chitix'cs. 

Qin  March  1  (1721)),  the  ice  disappeared  and  the  Mi-^i-^ij^i 
became  navigabk'  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  all  tli<  Krcncli 
who  waited  oidy  that  moment  to  Nvithdraw.  The  l\ik;ipnus 
invited  the  h'aliicr  and  myself  to  a  gi'cat  a^s(.'mbly:  "Here." 
said  they,  ''arc  two  roads:  one  leading  to  Montn^nl  and  I  he  ("ihrr 
to  the  Illinois.  Tell  ns  which  one  wt'  should  choitsi'."  ""Tou 
must,"  said  I,  "'go  to  the  tllinois  ami  conclude  a  lasting  peace 
with  them,  so  that  the  Jllinois  maN-  no  longei'  doubt  your  sincer- 
ity; you  must  otl'er  them  the  scalps  of  the  Uenard<."  Our  c]iief< 
approved  my  idea  and  I  \vas  dcdighted  to  ha\e  conti'ibuied 
towai'ds  obtaining  so  desirable  a  jx-aec,  for  the  b'rench  and 
Illinois  had  no  nioi-ei  dangerous  foes  ihan  the  l\ikapon>  and 
Mascoiitins,  who  killed  their  ])eople  up  to  the  very  dooi-  of 
their  village. 

JvOV(^ren<l  I^'ather  (ruiginis  let'l,  some  days  before  I  did.  at- 
companie<l  hy  t,W(^  niascontin  chicle  ;  and  he  promised  l«>  await 
iwo  on  th(5  road.  1  started  on  March  7,  with  two  l"'riMudi  canoes 
and  seven  I\ikapou  pirogiu^s.  On  the  twelflii  Wl^  ihsuIkmI  iho 
river  of  the  Illinois;  and  three  days  aftcrwsn-Hs,  SO  Illinois 
pirogucH  with  Iheir  iainilic-'  and  pro\  i<ious  adx  auced  to  nuvt 
us.  Two  young  Illinois,  adorneil  with  inan\  (U-nann'iils,  caiin^ 
with  llieii'  caluniels  lighliMl  to  make  lhi>  Kikapi»u  cliii^fs  >\uoko. 
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•Wo  wei'O  regaled  with  turkeys  and  buffalo  tongue^.  A  thousand 
attoutions  were  lavislied  upou  the  Ivikapous  as  soon  as  they  had 
presented  tlie  scalps  of  the  Renards.  this  unequivocal  sign 

it  Avas  understood  that  the  Ivikapous  really  wished  for  the  })eace 
so  greatly  desired  by  the  Illinois. 

I  left  on  the  fift<'enth,  and  j(nirneyed  40  leagues  to  reach  the 
French  fort  Avhero  ]\Ionsieur  l>esliettes  and  tho  ofiicers  received 
me  courteously.  Reverend  Father  Guignas  had  arrived  seven 
days  before  Avith  the  two  nnisciMitiu  chiefs,  to  wliom  ^lonsieur 
Desliottes  gave  presents  to  induce  llieni  to  nuiintain  peace  and 
union. 

A  detachnient  of  20  Frenchnicn,  was  told  of!"  under  an  officer 
to  escort  the  Kika.pous  and  j\lascoutins  to  their  village. 

It  is  estimated  that  thei-e  are  ahout  "200  men  amongst  the 
Kikapous  and  GOO  men  in  the  [hvce  illine^is  villages.  Thei'e  :ire 
two  French  settleanentKS  of  \ery  considei'al)le  size,  containing 
nearly  200  Freneh  some  (>f  wIhmu  arc^  umrried  to  Illinois  wome  n 
and  others  to  French  Avonien  from  New  Orleans.  Fhey  sell 
flour  and  ]x>rk  on  the  sea  coast,  and  bring  back  goods  from 
there. 

Flight  days  after  my  arrival,  1  started  for  Canada  by  way  of 
tho  Ouabache j^hwty  after  pi-occeding  iH)  leagues  always  agaiiK-st 
tho  current  which  is  very  rapid,  the  hands  (d"  our  men  b(H!ame 
so  badly  blistered  that  wo  were  coinpelled  to  return  to  Kab'kas- 
hlas.  In  going  down  Ave  wi^it  oA'cr  in  one  day  the  distance  that 
it  had  taken  us  eight  days  to  pass  over  while  ascending.  Rev- 
erend Father  ]>oulanger,~  the  missionary  amongs  tlu'  MiuiL- 
Illuiois,  told  me  that  ten  of  bis  peopK'  were  going  by  land  to 
tho  (J'uyas  [  Ouiatonons  |,  1  decided  to  follow  ilu-m  and  ))riim- 
ised  to  ])ay  them  veil  it  they  lot»k  good  c-aw"  of  nu". 

I  started  from  tho  Illinois  country  on  May  2,  with  a  young 
Kikapou,  a.  nej)hew  of  the  groat  chief,  and  a  little  >la\('  lor 
Monsieur  tli(!<  g(»A'enioi'^general  (»!"  Canada. 

iThe  Ohio  River,  which  was,  at  the  llnic.  usually  called  llu^  Wabash 
below  the  entrance  of  the  h\tter  river. — Ed. 
-See  Win.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl.  p.  455. — Eu. 
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The  tlistanco  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Pkinguichias^  is  about 
120  leagues  and  15  leagues  from  the  l*eanguichias  t(j  tlu^  Oiiyas; 
GO  leagues  frem  the  Oiiyas  to  ilia  M  iain  is ;  120  league-  fr<»n:  the 
Miamis  to  Detroit;  and  oOO  leagues  from  Detroit  to  ^iontreal ; 
making  015  leagues  in  all. 


Ohservaiions*  on  the  Sclotix  hij  Moitsieiu-  De  Bouckcrc die ;  hc- 
ing  a  continuation  of  tlie  Eelalion  of  his  adventures  in  172S 
and  29. 

The  Scioux  are  very  numerous.  They  have  ten  villages  very 
far  apart..  Their  language  is  very  difficult  to  learn,  all  the 
more  so  tliat  there  are  few  opportunities  of  conversing  with 
thesei  wandering  people,  who  are  ever  engaged  in  hunting. 

The  men  are  of  quite  fine  appearance  but  are  indolent ;  cnnsc- 
quently  tliey  fast  often.  The  women  are  ugly,  but  laborioiis. 
Necessity  has  taught  them  the  knowledge  of  a  quantity  of  roots 
which  contribute  to  their  subsistence.  There  are  two  kinds  of 
Scioux,  namely:  the  Prairie  Scioux,  and  the  Eiver  Scioux  who 
make  use  of  very  small  bark  canoes  suitable  for  the  fre(p\ent 
portag'ejs  they  have  to^  m^ke. 

They  are  greatJy  addicted  to  theft;  otlienvise  they  are  rather 
mild  and  docile,  fearing  and  respecting  their  cliiefs.  But  little 
reliance  is  to  be  placed  in  them  because  they  arc  suspicious  and 
jealous  of  their  women,  whom  they  murder  without  scruple  on 
mere  suspicion.  They  are  never  allowed  to  eriter  the  fcu-t ;  they 
would  be  too  importunate.  Fortunately  the  dearth  of  ]>rovi- 
sions  compels  tliom  to  se])aratc  from  the  French  after  seven  or 
eight  days.  They  are  very  fond  of  singing  and  dancina'.  They 
are  superstitious  beyond  anything  llnit.  can  b(^  sai<l.  TIu'v  have 
a  number  of  jugglers  and  cliarlatans,  who  know  how  \o  win  ilieir 
confidences  and  abuse  their  stu]nJ  crednlity. 

AllJiough  they  have  had  lircarnis  hut  a  A\ov\  linu\  tiny  can 
use  them  perfectly  well.     Tlu^v  are  viu'v  gvMierous  and  wIumi  wo 

iCalled  by  the  English  Piankashaw,  a  Uindrod  Irllv  to  thr  Ouiato- 
non. — Ed. 
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go  to  see  tliem  they  often  make  tlicir  wives  aiicl  cliildreu  fast  so 
as  to  have  something'  wherewith  to  regale  tlie  French. 

Polygamy  is  practised  to  snch  an  extent  amongst  them  that 
they  soanetimes  have  as  many  as  ten  wives,  whom  they  nnii'iy 
only  after  buying  them  from  their  fathers,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  savages;  consequently  they  treat  them  as  slaves. 

The  young  men  are  not  obliged  to  go  Imnting;  they  dance 
and  that  is  their  sole  occupation  until  they  are  married. 

The  best  road  that  can  be  taken  to  go  to  the  Scioux  country 
is  to  pass  by  la  Bale;  by  the  River  of  the  Renards;  then  the 
portage  of  the  Ouiscoimns  is  made  and  then  (me  entei-s  tlie 
Mississippi,  whicli  one  ascends  to  Lake  Fepin,  where  we  ha^e 
built  our  fort. 

From  Montreal  to  the  Scioux  country  the  distance  is  not 
more  than  GOO  leagues.  Going  down  frojii  the  Scioux  to  the 
Illinois  country  on  the  Mississipi  I  count  about  300  leagues,  and 
from  tlie  Illinois  tO'  the  sea  400  leagues.  The  ^lississipi  can 
float  great  vessels  for  750  leagues  Avithout  coming  to  a  water- 
fall. In  ascending  this  great  river  from  the  moutli  of  the 
Oiiiseonsin  to  Sault  St.  Antoine  (which  is  a  distance  of  a  hun- 
dred leagues)  we  find  a  number  of  islands,  and  on  botli  sides  are 
mountains  which  prevent  the  waters  of  the  Mississipi  from 
ovei-flo'wing. 

We,  the  undersigned,  who  have  been  witnesses  of  all  thai  is 
mentioned  in  this  relation,  certify  that  it  is  accurate  and  true 
and  that  we  owe  our  lives  to  tlie  author  rhrongh  his  labors, 
fatigues  and  experience. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  signed:  rA:sirEAU,  hlacl- 
smitli ;  Menakd,  Interpreter;  Dumais,  captain  of  Diililia; 
IvKAu.ME,  interpreter ;  T]()tski.t.k,  voyaijvnr. 
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1729:    MONTBRUN'S  ESCAPE;   FATE  OF  THE  CAP'irVES 

[The  first  is  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister.  MS. 
in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  '"Canada, 
Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  122."  The  second  is  an  extract  from 
a  letter  of  Tilly i  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Apr.  ;]U,  172!).  MS.  in 
Quebec  provincial  archives,  transcribed  from  the  Paris  archives.] 

jMoA'SKiGiNEUK — I  have  ju-t  !)(■(';»  iiifornicd  by  the  Sicur 
Moiitbrim  who  avrived  in  this  'I'own  \\\v  (hiy  hcfoif  ycsrcrday. 
of  the  iiiiliap|)y  Fate  of  twch'o  Frciichineu  who  had  I'c.-^ohctl  t<» 
return  to  Canada  because  they  coiihl  Mot  ])roeuve  SutHeient  Foud 
to  enable  them  to  [)ass  the  winter  in  the  fort  that  they  had  buili 
in  the  Seioiix  conntry  Oii  llie  sliores  of  Lake  rcpin.  Tlu-o 
twelve  Frenchmen^  among  whom  Are  the  Reverend  J'aihcr 
Guignas,  a  missionary  of  the  Society  of  jesu-;  llie  Sienr  de 
Boucherville,  an  Ensign  in  ihe  King's  troops;  And  the  Sienr  di- 
Montbrnn,  who  J^]'.sea|ied  with  ilis  hroth(M'  ami  an  (  niplovei'  of 
the  IMontreal  go\'ernnient,  wei'e  ;iiet  in  the  J*^!  i--i->i))y  (••anitry 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Riviere  aux  Bceufs,  by  a  band  of  Ala-knn 
tins  and  (}jniea])(^nx on  a  hnnting  expedition,  who  stopped  them 
and  Took  them  to  their  Village.  Idiere  is  reason  lo  fear  ih.ii 
those  Savages  who  (pnu'relled  two  years  ago  with  the  iiinard^ 
(their  foi'iner  idlies),  will  ISaeidfice  the.<i'.  l''ren(dimen  in  ordei' 
to  make  ])eae(!  with  tlie  Kenards,  to  whom  they  sent  notice  anil 
who  had  already  eome  to  their  \'illag(.'  before  the  Sii-nr  di'  .Mnnl- 
brnn's  F^scape  (hat  they  might  take  tlie  Frentdi  to  the  Kenard-. 
But  as  they  were  only  ten  of  ihem  iIkw  \\\'nt  Hack  |willutiit 
the  French  I  and  stated  to  a  C^)nieai)oux, — from  whum  'I1n  -i 
Gentlemen  Learntul  it, — that  they  wonld  return  to  the  nund'cr 

1  Pierre-Noel  le  Gurdeur,  Sieur  do  'i'illy.  son  of  Charles  Ic  Gardeur. 
Sieur  de  Tilly,  l)elonu;od  to  one  of  tho  most  proniiniMil  ol  the  old 
Canadian  families.    He  was  born  in  married  in  IdSO  Marie  Made- 

leine Boucher,  aunt  of  Montbrun.  and  Pc  liouclu  rvillo.  Ho  was  a 
member  of  the  royal  Council  of  Now  I'ranoo.  licuti-nanl  ot  tho  ma- 
rine, and  api)ears  to  have  aolod  as  intondant  during  (lio  brief  interim 
between  the  departure  of  Dupuy.  (ho  doatli  ot  l)*Aii?romont .  and  the 
arrival  of  HocMpiarl.  Subsociuontly  h(>  was  lompt roller  of  (bo  ma 
rine. — Ed. 
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-of  300  to  take  tlio  captives  to  Their  eouutry.  I  shall  ha\  (3  ihe 
honor  of  iufoniiiiiii'  Yon  of  the  Fate  of  our  Frenchnien  as  so<»u 
as  1  get  news.  It  may  also  be  })resuiiie(l  that  the  Reiiards  will 
take  advantage  of  This  opportunity  to  make  peace  with  Us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  with  \'ery  jyrofound  resi)ect,  ^Fonseig- 
neur,  Y^ovir  very  luunhle  and  \'ery  obedient  Servant 

BlvAUJIAirXOJS 

Quebec,  March  24th,  1729. 


I  ought  to  inform  JQU,  .Monseigneur,  that  clcA'cn  Frenchmen 
and  Father  Guignas  Jesuit,  who  had  left  foi't  Pepin  to  des('en<l 
the  Mississippi  Iviver  as  Far  as  thc^  I  Hindis  count  ry  in  order  t«> 
roach  (^'anada  by  that  ronte,  Avero  stopped  by  the  J\lasc(.utin^ 
and  Quicapous  and  taken  to  the  riviere  an  bceufs  with  the  pur- 
pose of  surrendering  them  to  the  llenards ;  and  that  Sieur  ^loni- 
brun  and  his  brother  with  another  Frenchnuin  cscajx'd  from 
tlieir  hands  the  evening  before  thoy  Avere  to  bo  delivered  to  tho.n^ 
savages.  The  said  Sieur  de  MoiitJjrun  left  his  brother  ill  among 
the  Tainaroids/  and  has  come  to  bring  this  news  to  JMonsieur 
the  General;  having  warned  such  of  our  posts  as  Avere  on  his 
route  to  b(^  on  their  guard  against  the  said  .Ma>coutin>  and 
Quieapous. 


1729:    KICKAPOO  AND  MASCOUTIN  DECLARE  WAR  UPON 
THE  FOXES.  . 

[Letters  of  Beauharnois  to  the  Frencli  Minister,  dated  May  16  and 
May  19,  1729.  MS.  ot  the  first,  in  archives  of  Ministero  des  Colonies, 
Paris;  press-maric,  "Canada,  Corresp.  ^On-,  vol.  50.  c.  11,  fol.  130;  vol. 
51,  0.  11,  fol.  132;  vol.  50,  c.  11,  fol.  i:;i."  The  parts  of  this  letter  wert» 
separated,  and  have  been  remiihul  by  our  transcriber.  MS.  of  tho 
second,  in  the  Quebec  provincial  archives.] 

MoNSKKiNHiJii — Tlui  son  of  llie  Si(>ur  1  )i\^cha ilh>ns,  c«un- 
nnindant  at  tln^  foi't  of  IKMroil,  arrived  in  tliis  lown  ye>lerday 

iThe  Tamarois  were  an  Illinois  tribe  located  near  the  village  of 
Cahokia.— El). 
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About  six  o'clock  in  tlie  evening  with  letters  from  iLeverend 
Father  Guignas  and  from  the  officer  commanding  at  the  river 
St.  Joseph,  by  means  of  which  I  have  learned  that  the  Quica- 
poux  and  Mascoutins  have  refused  to  deliver  the  French  (whom 
they  detained  last  autumn)  into  the  hands  of  the  Eenards,  who 
Game  on  two  diiferent  occasions  into  the  village  of  the  Quica- 
poux  and  Maskoutins  to  demand  them ;  That  the  lienards  were 
affront<Bd  bj  that  refusal  and  (on  their  way  home)  had  entered 
three  Quicapoux  cabins  and  had  killed  two  young  men, — one 
a  Quicapoux  and  the  other  a  Maskoutin  ;  That,  after  attack, 
the  Quicapoux  had  sent  to  the  Ayowetz^  to  request  them  not  to 
give  shelter  to  the  Eenards  in  their  territory  Ami  that 
they  had,  at  the  same  time,  Sent  some  (Quicapoux  with  ^lon- 
sieur  de  Boucherville  tO'  tlie  Ilinois  in  order  to  sue  for  peace 
with  the  French  and  the  savages  of  that  quarter,  to  assure  them 
of  their  rupture  with  the  Renards,  and  to  take  together  tlie 
necessary  steps  for  Avenging  themselves  on  that  common 
Enemy. 

It  appears,  Monseigneur,  from  the  Letters  of  Eevcrcnd  father 
GuignO'SS  (Extracts  wherefrom  I  have  the  honor  of  sending 
you)  that  the  Elscapo  of  tlio  Sieur  de  Montbruu  and  of  the  two 
Frenchmen  who  fled  with  him  prevented  the  Maskoutins  and 
Qiuicapo'ux  froin  delivering  the  French  of  whom  tliey  were 
masters  into  the  Innids  of  the  Kemirds,  and  led  tlican  to  give 
tjhean  kind  treatment,  in  a  manner  Avhich  Rbvemid  fatJier 
Guignosiij  and  the  Frencli  who  renuiined  with  him  did  n<'t  in 
the  least  exi)ect..  The  Sioux  for  their  part  have  ti'eated  the 
French  who  reinain(;d  in  their  fort  very  well  and  g'liarded  theui 
tliroughont  the  entire  winter  in  the  fear  that  thoy  might  1)0 
attacked  by  the  liiMuii'ds.  This  news  whicJi  ro-ass\iros  us  as 
to  the  Fate  of  our  Frinich,  leads  us  t^)  tliink  that  the  nations  in 
the  u])])ei'  country,  both  of  the  ]\iis8issi])y  and  of  Canada,  arc 
about;  to  I'oi  iii  a  h'agU(^for  the  pur])ose  of  waging  w  ar  in  Isarnest 
against  tlu^  lionanls.     It.  seems  important  to  fost<u'  th(\<e  favor- 

iThe  Iowa,  a  Siouan  (ril)«\  livini;  in  Minnosota  whrn  first  known 
to  the  Fronch.  In  M'M),  thoy  nunibiMod  pcMliaps  100  to  BOO.  with  80 
warriors. — En. 
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able  dispositions  by  presents,  And  we  cannot  ii\ui<.l  gh  iug  soiiio 
to  tli6  Maskoutins  and  Quicapoux  tO'  cuntinn  tlieni  in  the  reso- 
lution that  thej  have  taken  tO'  wage  war  against  the  ivenards. 
I  have  gatliered  also  from  all  that  has  been  written  to  me  by  the 
commandants  of  the  posts  in  the  npper  country,  that  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  furnish  the  assistance  of  some  frenchmen  to  the 
nations  who  are  about  to  go  to  war  against  the  llenards;  but 
this  I  shall  always  do  with  much  caution  on  account  of  the 
expense  tliat  will  have  to  be  incurred.  The  ru})ture  of  the 
Maskoutins  and  Quicapoux  with  the  Eeaiards  will  constitute 
a  strong  barrier  between  the  Illinois  country  and  that  of  the 
Eenards. 

Although  tlie  army  sent  against  the  latter  has  nut  produced 
all  the  l\eisult  expected  from  it,  it  has  nevertheless  made  a  great 
impression  on  tlie  Minds  of  the  tribes  who  seeincd  to  Wish  to 
despise  us,  and  w©  have  all  the  more  reason  to  believe  that 
the  step  now  taken  by  the  MaiSkoutins  and  (Quicapoux  against 
tlie  Itenardg  is  due  solely  to  the  Elxamplc  of  wliat,  has  been 
done  ainong  tlieir  Isleighbors,  and  to  the  fear  that  we  might 
wage  war  against  them. 

The  Frenchman  who  is  said  to  have  been  killed  by  the  i^i- 
ants^  is  a  young  man  thirty  two  years  old,  \\'ho  had  remained 
with  the  folles  a,voine.s,  the  eldest  son  of  ^lonsieur  do  la  Noui*, 
a  Captain  of  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo  with  very  })r(>f(>Uiid  respect,  ^loiiscig- 
neur.  Your  very  hnmblo  and  very  obedient  Servant 

HlOAUlIAKXOlS 

Quebec,  May  16th,  1729. 

V.  S.  I  also  a))j)end  a  co])y  of  the  letter  writlcn  lo  mo  liv 
Kevoreiid  father  (iuigiioss  previous  to  liis  (h'partui'e  iVoni  the 
Sioux  country.  1 1,  will  ^  how  you,  Monscigucui-,  wlial  danger 
there  wonld  be  in  tanning  out  the  posls  id"  liio  uj)per  coiuitry 
to  merchanis  I'or  tJie  pnrposo  of  exploiting  tJie  same  a^  has  been 
proposed  to  you,  because  the  sole  objtvct  of  tlio.so  |>oi*son»  is  tlieir 
own  pai-licnlar  intei'esl  (aw  yon  will  se(^  by  rt^ading  thai  l,<Mlcr) 
and  ihci  interc^sts  of  th(^  King  would  always  snlTer  consitliM-abK . 
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May  19,  1729. 

You  Avill  see,  Monsieur,  by  all  the  (locunients  .Ve<.'oiiipaiiying 
this  packet  containing  agreeable  news  for  tlie  t^vo  colonies  ^'hich. 
I  belicA^e  \vill  give  pleasure  to  ]\Ionsieur  the  Conite  do  ^lanrepas, 
tliat  the  army  of  the  King  sent  last  year  against  the  Tienards 
was  not  useless.  It  made  such  an  impression  upon  all  their 
iioighbors  that  the  Kikapous  and  JMascoutins  are  ab(jut  to  de- 
clare war  against  them.  They  have,  at  the  same  time,  sent  two 
of '  their  people  with  IMonsieur  Eou(.'lierville  among  the  Illinois 
to  make  their  i)eace  with  (he  French  and  Savages  of  that  region, 
to  assure  theni  of  their  ru])tui'e  with  tlie  lienards,  and  to  take 
measures  together  to  avenge  themsch'es  on  this  conniKju  enemy. 
They  have  also  sent  orders  to  the  Scioux  not  to  give  the  Kenards 
any  refuge;  the  Scioux  have  ])romised  our  people  not  to  give 
them  any  asylum  whatever.  As  the  Kemu'd's  country  has  been 
laid  waste,  they  are  placed  in  a  situation  where  they  can  be  easily 
destroyed,  toward  which  end  we,  on  our  part.,  should  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  completely,  ^[(jnsieur,  Yonr  very 
humble  and  very  (tbedient  servant, 

EeATIU  AIJXOIS 

p.  S.  Encdosed  is  a  letter  for  the  gentlenicMi  of  the  (^•m- 
])any  of  the  Indices.  I  send  iIhmu  congratulations  on  the  g^iod 
]ieAVS  for  the  two  colonies.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
will  forward  it  to  them. 


1729.    WESTERN  INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL. 

[Letter  from  Beaiiharnols  to  the  French  Minister,  daleil  July  21, 
1729,  giving  a  report  of  an  annual  gathering  of  Indians.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  docinnenl,  hut  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  125.) 

M()Nski(;n  i:in{ — It  gives  me  much  ])lea^iir(>  lo  have  tlu^  lionor 
of  Informing  you  concerning  ;dl  matter.<i  affecting  tJie  welfare 
of  this  Colony;  And  those  tlnit  liav(^  Invu  dealt  with  in  tlie 
deputations  that  most,  of  tlu^  Savage  nalious  ha\i>  Sent  to 
Ai'o  too  ra\'(u  able  to  allow  me  to  det\>r  lh(>  bono]-  ttt'  giviui:  \  on 
an  Accounti  ol"  the  same. 
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1  luivo  never  before  sewi  no  many  siivagc.s  from  diU'ereiit 
Places  as  have  come  down  iJiis  year  to  .Montreal.  The  Onta- 
wacd  and  Sauteux  from  J\iissilimakinae '  Came  here  two  chiys 
after  my  arrival  to  inform  me  of  what  had  passed  anujiig  the 
Eeiuirds  and  to  Know  what  I  wished  them  to  Do. 

The  Sakis  and  Pouteonatamis  of  the  river  St.  Joseph  Came 
with  the  same  object." 

The  llurons,  Ponteouatmis,  and  Oiitawacs  of  (h^troit  also 
came  down  for  that  purpose. 

The  Miamis  and  Onyatanons  [blank  si)ace  in  ^IS.] 

Th(3  nipissingues  and  Tahitibis  of  the  post  of  Tcniiscamingue^ 
have^  also  Coane  to  O'tier  me  their  services. 

Tlu;  Testes  de  boules"'  who  dwell  on  the  height  of  land  toward 
the  shores  of  the  northern  Sea,  have  sent  three  of  their  ])LM)ple 
to  assure  mo  of  their  attachment  to  the  French. 

The  PiCnards  who  have  attacked  the  Quicapoux,  ]\lasc(j\itins, 
folios  avoines,  and  santeux  have  So  irritated  the  nations  of  the 
upper  country  against  thenii  that  there  is  not  onc^  of  these 
who  is  not  disposed,  to  wage  war  on  thom.  The  Sioux  and 
ayowets  have  refused  to  give  them  shelter  In  their  lands;  so  that 
they  have  been  obliged  to  return  to  their  fonner  Village  where 
they  Are  sni'rounch'd  by  all  these;  nations  who  arc  at  war  with 

1  These  were  the  chief  tribes  about  Mackinac,  hostile  to  the  Foxes 
and  loyal  to  the  French.    See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  index. — En. 

2The  French  had  been  endeavoring  for  some  time  to  detach  bodies 
of  Wisconsin  Indians  from  too  close  neighborhood  with  the  Foxes. 
The  Potawatomi  (Poiit^ouatami),  and  the  Sauk  (Sakis,  had  gone  in 
large  numbers  to  the  post  at  St.  Joseph.  See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  p.  94; 
xvi,  pp.  393,  397,  399.— Ed. 

3This  was  a  post  on  an  upper  tributary  of  tlie  Ottawa  River,  estab- 
lished for  the  benefit  of  the  Nipissings  (Nipis.sinqucs) ,  and  Abittlbls 
(Tabitibis)  of  the  river  of  the  same  nam<'  tlowing  into  Hudson  Bay. 
The  former  tribe  were  first  visited  by  Chaniplain  in  1013;  they  fled 
to  the  North  before  the  Iroquois.  At  prcs(Mit  they  occupy  a  reserva- 
tion of  G4,000  acres  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Nipissinp,  and  in  1897 
had  a  population  of  200.  See  Alexander  Henry,  Travels  and  Adven- 
tures (Bain's  od.,  Boston,  1901),  p.  30.  note.— En. 

4 See  Wis.  Hist,  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  114.  115.  note  2.— Ed. 
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tlioiii.  Tlio  siOux  accompanied  tiie  French  who  were  ohliged 
to  return,  as  far  as  Sanlt  St.  Antoino/  and  nothing  more  favor- 
able could  be  expected  from  all  the  nations  of  tiie  U})p<'r  c<>uii- 
try;  but  it  s^eoms  to  me  that  in  oirder  to  maintain  them  in  these 
good  dispositions  it  Will  be  necessary  also  to  Send  some' French, 
next  Spring  with  the  Nations  who  are  ])reparing  to  wage  war 
ag^ainst  the  Ttenards.  The  ELsam])le  of  the  French  will  animate 
them,  and  will  Prevent  them]  fruui  having  contempt  for  the 
French  upon  wlioan  they  have  not  l(M;ke(l  favorabl}'  since  the 
last  affair. 

Three  days  ago  there  arrived  three  chiefs  of  the  Villages  f>f 
the  CihawanonSj'  whom  wo  have  been  endeavoring  for  sevi-ral 
years  to  draw  closer  to  Canada.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
give  them  an  audience  because  I  am  having  a  search  made  fur 
inter]>reters  ^vho  know  their  la.nguage. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  moTe  at  length  t(v  you  on 
this  subject  l)y  the  King's  ship. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  bo  with  very  profound  resptH-i,  .Mon- 
seignour,  Your  very  hundde  and  \-ery  obedient  scrx'ant 

]]i:auiiai;.\«)Is 

Montreal,  July  21st,  1729. 

Since  my  Letter  was  written  Ten  Xontagnes^  ha\e  jnst  c(»nio 
who  have  informed  mo  that  the  chiefs  of  the  other  Inxpuus 
villages  will  arrive  Shortly. 

I.  must  not  forget  to  Inform  Ycm,  Abmscig'nenr.  «d'  (he  rec<in- 
ciliation  that  1  have  (^Ifect^'d  Ijetween  the  hnron<  (d'  Petroir  an  I 
tlui.  Miamis.     The  latter  were  gn^atly  Irritated  .\gain-i  ilic 

iThis  was  a  portion  of  the  party  at  Fort  Beauharnols,  who  ovldeotly 
went  back  by  the  Lake  Superior  route,  the  Fox-Wisconsin  route  being 
unsafe  on  account  of  the  return  of  llu^  b^'oxes. — Kn. 

2The  STiawnee  (Fr.  Chaouanon),  "i)eople  of  the  South,"  when  flrat 
known  were  living  in  Western  Kentucky:  tin  y  made  frequent  migra- 
tions, and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  xvii  and  early  xviii  eenturles 
were  in  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  They  intrigued  with  both 
the  English  and  French. — En. 

3Tho  Onon(la.i::a  (Nontaes.  Nontagues)  were  one  of  the  five  nations 
of  the  Iroquois. — Ed. 
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i  former  because  they  had  made  peace  with  the  Testes  plates, 
without  saying  anything  to  any  one.  I  Listened  to  all  their 
reasons  and  when  I  saw  that  they  were  going  too  far,  I  made 
them  put  a  stop  to  it,  And  told  them  to  Listen  to  the  word  of 
their  father.  Everything  passed  off  very  well,  and  they  de- 
parted good  friends.^ 


1729:    THE  FOXES  SUE  FOR  PEACE 

[Letter  of  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Aug.  17,  1729. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  hut  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  131.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  the  honor  of  Sending  you  annexed 
to  this  the  Extract  from  a  letter  that  ^Fonsicur  de  la  Corne^ 
has  written  to  me  since  my  arrival  in  Quebec,  by  whicli  you 
will  see  the  steps  taken  by  the  Eenards  to  sue  for  peace.  Though 
these  savages  have  not  adhered  to  that  which  was  granted  them 
in  the  past,  and  have  always  broken  tlie  word  that  they  have 
given,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  ^lonscigneur,  that  in  the  present 
position  of  their  affairs  they  would  remain  quiet  If  their  request 
wore  granted.  Tlioy  forinei'ly  had  resources  which  they  no 
longer  liave  and  since  they  find  Themselves  abandoned  by  all  the 
nations  and  even  by  tlioir  allies  (as  1.  have  had  the  honor  of 
writing  to  You)  Thei'c  is  every  reason  to  Ik^Hovc  that  they  will 
keep  quiet.    If  they  come  down  with  the  Sieur  de  la  Jea- 

iFor  the  Huron  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  index.  The  Testes  plates 
("Flat-heads")  was  the  Iroquois  appellation  for  the  Southern  tribei, 
Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  etc.  This  arhitration  of  differences  hetwecu 
neighboring  tribes  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  functions  of  a  Cana- 
dian governor  in  relation  to  his  red  "('iiildrtMi." — Ed. 

2 Jean  Louis  de  la  Corne,  Sieur  de  Chapt,  was  a  noted  French  olli- 
cer,  captain,  and  governor  of  the  town  of  Montreal.  He  was  thii3 
characterized  in  1732:  "an  excellent  man.  active,  vigilant,  loving  the 
service"^ — ^(A^  Y.  Col  Does.,  ix,  p.  1083).  He  died  in  1734.  leaving  sev- 
eral sons  who  were  prominent  otflcera  in  the  colony.  -Ed, 
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maraye^  as  I  Hope,  I  shall  Listen  to  the  proposals  that  they 
may  Make  to  me,  and  shall  give  them  only  snch  answers  as  may 
be  suitable  to  the  good  of  the  service  and  of  the  Colony.  You 
may  honor  me,  Monseigneur,  with  Yonr  orders  On  this  subject 
via  new  England  for,  from  all  appearances,  tho?e  people  will 
be  unable  to  return  before  next  year. 

To  prevent  our  Neighbors  from  knowing  what  You  may 
have  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  matter,  in  ca?e  they 
should  Intercept  Your  Letters  in  order  to  read  them,  the  Ex- 
pedient that  I  have  thought  of,  Monseigneur,  would  be  for  You 
to  do  me  the  honor  of  writing  A  Letter  to  me  treating  onl}-  of 
trivial  and  unimportant  matters,  dated  the  20th  December, 
which  would  mean  that  His  majesty  approves  of  the  ]x?ace 
asked  for  by  that  nation  ;  and  In  case  his  Intention  should  be 
that  matters  are  to  remain  in  their  present  Condition,  the  Letter 
should  be  dated  the  'Hst  December.  These  two  dilferent  dates 
would  have  their  meaning  for  me  and  would  enable  me  to  Carry 
out  the  Intentions  of  the  Court  in  connection  with  a  matter  so 
deserving  of  attention.  And  I  trust,  ]\ronseigiiour,  tliat  you 
will  be  pleased  to  have  that  Letter  sent  to  me  by  as  safe  a 
means  as  possible. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  writing  You  by  the  King's  Ship 
what  the  Renards  may  say  to  me  on  their  behalf. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Avith  very  profound  respect,  !Nfon- 
Beigneur,  Your  veiy  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauiiarnois. 

Quebec,  August  17th,  1729. 

iChristoi)he  Dufros,  Sieur  de  la  Jenierais,  was  born  about  1708.  son 
of  a  French  onirer  at  Montreal  and  Mari(^  Uon^o  rSntiltior.  sister  of 
La  V6rendrye.  La  Jemerais  wa?;  ai)i)arently  left  in  eonunnnd  of  Fort 
Beauharnois.  when  De  l?ou('herville's  party  abandoned  it.  Ho  after- 
wards joined  his  nnele  on  his  explorations  for  the  Western  Sea.  anJ 
Bhared  all  the  liardships  and  adventures  of  that  search,  until,  worn 
out  by  fatigues,  he  died  in  tlie  northern  wilderness  in  lT3r..  only  thirty 
years  of  age. —  Ed. 
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1729:    THE  FOXES  IN  EXTREMITIES 

LLetter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  1,  1729. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  135.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — The  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye,  a  cadet  in  His 
Majesty's  troops,  one  of  the  French  who  wintered  among  the 
sioux,  arrived  in  this  Town  yesterday  without  bringing  with 
him  the  Tvonard  chief, ^  who  were  expected  and  who  had  Induced 
the  Sieiir  de  la  Jemeraye  to  accompany  them  from  the  Sioux 
Village  to  the  river  St.  Joseph.  When  those  Renards  arrived 
there  they  said  that  they  feared  to  fall  into  the  ambushes  of 
Enemies  who  would  lie  in  wait  for  them  everywhere  if  they 
should  go  down  to  Montreal,  and  they  returned  to  their  homes. 
I  have  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  to  Send  You  a  copy  of  the 
report  that  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  has  made  to  me  resjXBcting 
what  occurred  on  the  part  of  the  P'uants  and  Renards,  About 
sixty  cabins  of  whom  were  Camped  at  a  gun-shot  from  the  fort 
that  the  French  built  among  the  sioux  On  the  shore  of  Lake 
Pepin.  The  Renards  took  advantage  of  the  absence  of  die 
sioux  (who  were  all  away  hunting)  to  speak  to  our  French 
about  their  affairs.  You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  that  they  know 
not  what  means  to  adopt  to  obtain  the  friendship  of  the  French. 
The  proposal  that  they  made  to  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  (when 
they  left  the  sioux  country)  tliat  he  should  accompany  them  to 
their  Village,  and  there  detach  some  of  their  Chiefs  to  go  with 
him  to  the  river  St.  Josopli  and  render  an  account  to  the  com^- 
mandant  of  their  good  behavior  toward  the  Frencli  with  whom 
they  had  wintered;  and  The  words  sent  to  me  by  that  com- 
mandant on  behalf  of  one  of  the  Ivennrd  chiefs  (a  co]\v  wbrrcof 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you)  ;  are  ])roofs  of  their  (h"»cility  and 
of  their  desire  to  be  at  peace  with  us.  But  as  they  have  not 
come  down,  and  as  the  lateness  of  the  season  docs  not  jx^nnit  us 
to  send  any  word  to  them  Respecting  their  request,  I  no|x% 
Monseigneur,  to  Ix;  in  a  Position  next  S]>ring  (if  you  will  havo 
the  kindness  to  send  me  your  orders  On  this  nuitter  via  New- 
England)  to  comply  with  the  Intentions  of  the  Court,  and  with 
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wliat  His  Majesty  may  decide  in  Connection  with  the  i^eaco 
that  they  ask.  The  French  who  have  remained  among  the 
Bioux  write  me  that  they  will  not  abandon  the  fort  where  they 
are  unless  they  receive  orders  to  do  so.  Thus  as  I  have  sent 
them  tidings  by  some  Frenchmen  among  those  who  made  the 
treaty  respecting  the  Establishment  of  tlie  post  among  the  Sioux, 
who  asked  me  this  Summer  for  pennission  to  go  up  there,  I 
think  that  they  will  hold  their  fort  and  will  remain  there.  On 
the  other  hand  The  sioux  will  protect  them  still  more  when  tliey 
see  that  we  continue  to  Send  them  wliat  they  need,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  it  seemed  imjwssiblo  to  do  so  this  year. 
These  Frenchmen  were  met  by  the  Sieur  de  hi  Jemeraye  in  the 
vicinity  of  Missilimakinac. 

I  have  received  word  from  the  Commandant  of  tliat  Place 
that  a  band  of  fifty  Outawacks  had  started  to  strike  a  l)lu\v  at 
the  Eenards;  that  out  of  these  fifty,  thirteen  had  returned;  but 
that  they  proposed  to  start  again  in  the  Spring  witli  the  folle 
avoines  to  go  to  tlie  country  [of  the  Renards].  There  is  reason 
to  believe  that  that  nation  will  decrease  every  day,  for  all  its 
Neighbors  are  its  Enemies. 

The  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  has  told  me  that  during  His  Stay 
in  the  lienard  Village,  the  folles  avoines  came  to  strike  a  blow 
at  them,  and  killed  one  man  and  one  woman;  That  tlie  "Renards 
made  up  a  band  of  thirty  men  to  fall  on  the  folles  avoines  who 
were  only  twelve  in  number;  but  they  came  back  with  three 
men  wounded  without  having  killed  or  wounded  any  of  the 
folles  avoines.  I  must  not  omit,  ]\ronseigneur,  to  inform  you 
tliat  the  crics^  are  to  start  forthwith  from  their  Villacv  loaded 
with  presents  to  make  peace  with  the  santcnx  «>f  la  j^niut.v  do 
Chagoiiamigon,  with  whom  they  were  at  war  for  a  Inn^r  time. 
I  had  advised  the  Comnuindant  of  that  po<t  to  urge  the  Savages 
as  much  as  he  could  to  do  so  and  to  strengthen  the  peace  be- 
tween those  Nations. 

*.Cree  or  Chrislinaux  Iiulians.  Soo  U'i.s\  Ilisi.  Colls.,  xvi.  p.  189, 
note  2.— Ed. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauharnois. 

Quebec,  September  7th,  1729. 

The  King's  Ship  has  not  yet  arrived.  We  received  news  2 
days  ago  she  was  at  Bie.^    I  Ili^^pe  she  will  soon  arrive. 


[The  following,  evidently  the  enclosure  spoken  of  in  the  body  of 
the  document,  is  a  translation  from  a  French  transcript  in  the  library 
of  Macalester  College,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  is  published  in  Macalester 
College  Contributions,  1st  series.  No.  4,  pp.  135,  136.] 

The  Sienr  de  la  Jemeraye,  cadet  in  the  forces  of  His  Majesty, 
and  who  conies  from  the  Sionx  village,  reports  that  the  Foxes 
have  arrived  to  the  nnmber  of  sixty  lodges,  as  many  Foxes  as 
Piiants,  to  lodge  near  the  pickets  of  the  fort  which  the  French 
had  bnilt  there.  That  the  Foxes  sent  word  to  the  French  that 
they  wished  to  lodge  near  them  in  order  to  make  friends  with 
them,  bnt  the  French  told  them  that  they  did  not  desire  at  all 
to  associate  with  them,  and  that  they  would  open  fire  on  them 
if  they  did  not  retire;  this  obliged  them  to  draw  off  from  the 
fort  a  gun  shot,  where  they  camped. 

Some  days  later  a  Chief  Piiant  came  to  the  fort  of  the  French 
to  see  a  man  named  Gigner  who  was  there ;  he  invited  him  to 
.come  and  see  him  at  his  lodge,  which  ho  did,  in  s])ite  of  tho 
representations  of  the  other  Frenchmen,  where  he  was  hardly 
come  with  a  trap  which  he  had  with  him  when  the  Piiants  seized 
it,  when  he  wonld  have  run  at  tlio  risk  of  his  life  if  sonic  Foxes 
had  not  hindered  him.  Finally  lie  had  to  make  a  bargain  and 
give  presents  to  get  it  back  again. 

On  the  news  that  the  Foxes  and  Piiants  had  from  a  Fox  who 
came  from  St.  Jose])h's  river,  that  the  coimnan<l;int  of  that 

iThis  ship,  VElephant,  was  shipwrecked  on  this  same  day.  but  for- 
tunately no  one  was  lost.  Ilocquart.  the  new  inlendant,  was  one  of 
the  j)assengers. —  En. 
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place  had  told  him  that  their  business  ^vas  going  well,  showing 
even  some  presents  which  he  said  the  French  had  made  him,  the 
Piiants  and  Foxes  asked  from  the  French  a  man  of  the  Sioux 
fort  to  accompany  them  to  their  village,  and  from  it  they  would 
take  away  several  chiefs  with  him,  to  go  to  the  St.  Joseph's 
river  to  ascertain  the  news  from  the  commandant;  and  because 
he  thought  their  Father  has  their  respect,  and  in  order  that 
he  might  bear  witness  that  they  had  not  in  any  way  molested 
them,  Le  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  proposed  to  go  with  them  ;  and 
left  the  Sioux  village  with  the  Foxes  and  Piiants  in  order  to  go 
to  their  village,  where  they  had  no  sooner  arrived  than  they 
detained  him  twenty-one  days  without  his  being  able  to  find  out 
what  would  be  his  lot;  finally  at  the  end  of  the  time  he  left  them 
with  fourteen  Foxes  in  order  to  proceed  to  St.  Joseph's  river. 
When  they  arrived  there  they  told  the  commandant  that  they  had 
brought  the  Sieur  de  la  Jemeraye  without  doing  him  any  harm 
what3oever,  for  they  hoped  he  would  speak  in  their  favor  to  their 
Father  and  that  he  would  obtain  pardon  for  them.  It  was  pro- 
posed to  them  to  go  as  far  as  Montreal,  but  the  fear  they  liad  of 
meeting  some  of  their  enemies  decided  them  to  return  home  after 
three  days'  tarry  at  St.  Joseph's  river.  The  Sieur  de  la  Jem- 
eraye adds  that  during  his  sojourn  at  the  Foxes'  village  the  Folle 
Avoines  came  there  to  give  battle,  and  killed  a  man  and  a 
woman.  The  Foxes  sallied  from  their  village  to  the  number  of 
thirty  to  fight  the  Folle  Avoines,  who  were  only  twelve ;  there 
were  three  of  their  men  wounded  and  the  others  returned  to  the 
village. 


! 
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1729:  LIST  OF  OFFICERS  Sl^HE  TROOPS  COMPOSING  THEM 
(MS.  in  I,  c.  11,  fol.  275.") 


Captains 

Lieul 



t — - 
ts 

Cor- 
porals 

Lance 
corjjorals 



Privates 



Total 

  - 

M'!*  de  Blainville 

Herbin 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  La  Ronde 

Donaic 

:i 

3 

22 

30 

de  Repeutigny 

La  Valt 

3 

3 

18 

20  ' 

de  Montigny 

Linctot 

3 

3 

17 

25 

de  St.  Vincent 

Dufigu 

3 

3 

22 

30 

de  Descbaillons 

Courno 

3 

3 

22 

30 

de  Beaujeu 

de  Raiu 

3 

3 

17 

25 

do  Devivier 

Desnoy< 

3 

3 

20 

28 

de  Perigny 

Cabitna 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  DubuisBon 

Cro)sil 

3 

3 

22 

30 

de  Beauvais 

Joanneh 

3 

3 

18 

26 

de  Cavagnial 

de  Meio 

3 

3 

21 

29 

de  Senneville 

Varenne 

3 

3 

19 

27 

d'Arnariton 

St.  Micl 

3 

3 

21 

29 

de  St.  Ours 

Joncairt 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  Lorgoeiiil 

Laplant 

3 

19 

27 

de  Budemont 

Largent 

3 

3 

17 

25 

de  Pean 

d'Ainou 

3 

3 

20 

28 

de  Rigaud 

fon  uillo 

3 

3 

22 

30 

de  Lanoiie 

Baillenl 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  Lagauchetiere 

Vercher 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  L'Kntagnac 

Riga  11  vi 

3 

3 

21 

29 

de  la  perriere 

Sabrevo, 

3 

3 

19 

27 

do  Dui)ie8sy 

Bragelof. 

3 

3 

18 

20) 

de  Contrt'Cd'ur 

Villiers 

3 

3 

23 

31 

du  Ch"  de  Longueilil 

Lafrcsni 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  Boiahebert 

(irai)dva 

3 

3 

21 

29 

de  Noyaii 

BcloHtn^ 

3 

3 

19 

27 
776 

Quebec,  Octo 

1TJ9:  Ll«T  OF  OFFICEKH  bKKVIKG  IN  TJIE  COMPANIES  IN  CANADA,  WITH  THE  STRENGTH  OF  THE  TROOPS  COMPOSING  THEM. 
(MS.  in  ai-chives  of  Ministtre  uee  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  correap.  gCa.,  vol.  01,  c.  11,  fol.  275.") 


Ciiptains 

Lieutenants 

Ensigns 



Second 
Ensigns 

Lieutenants 
on  half-pay 

Ser- 
geants 

- 

Cor- 
porals 



Lance 
corporals 

Privates 



Total 



M'.»  de  BUiiiiville 

-   

Herbin 

Lb  Cb"  d'Fiispervaache 

 ^ 

Dusabid 

St.  Michel 

3 



3 

19 

27 

lie  Lii  Ronde 

Doniiicourt 

Dugue 

Desgly 

Laperade 

:i 

3 

■J2 

30 

de  Rci.eiitigny 

La  Valterie 

Repentigny  tils 

Niverville 

Langy 

3 

3 

18 

2<J 

de  Mdiitigny 

Linctot 

BoucberviUe 

RouviUe 

Persillon 

3 

3 

n 

-.J 

de  St.  Vincent 

Uuliguier 

Duburon 

bt.  Vincent  tils 

fransur  de  Viller 

2 

3 

3 

22 

3U 

de  DesuhaillonH 

Courniiyer 

Moras 

Normanville 

- 

3 

^ 

22 

30 

de  Beaujeu 

de  Ramezay 

Dumont 

Be]  cy 

2 

3 

3 

17 

25 

do  Uevivier 

IJesnoyelles 

Devivier  fils 

Vincennes 

2 

3 

3 

20 

28 

de  Peiigny 

Cab.inac  Laisne 

Montuour 

Lorimier 

2 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  Dutjuisson 

Crojsil 

Cbastelain 

St.  Pierre 

- 

3 

3 

22 

30 

de  Beauvais 

Joannes 

Clignancourt 

Malespine 

3 

3 

18 

2o 

de  Cavagnial 

.  de  MeloisB 

Le  Gardeur 

Montmidy 

2 

3 

3 

21 

29 

de  Senneville 

Varenne 

Senneville  tils 

Ricbarville 

2 

3 

3 

19 

27 

d'Atiiaritun 

St.  Miubel 

Chartrain 

Le  Verrier  fils 

2 

3 

^ 

21 

de  St.  Ours 

Joncaire 

C'lr'.'  de  Cabanac 

Sicard 

2 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  Loiigueilil 

Laplante 

Celorou 

de  Plaine 

2 

3 

19 

27 

de  BuJeiiiont 

Largenterie 

Le  Cb"  de  la  Cornc 

Marin 

2 

3 

3 

17 

de  Pean 

dW  mour 

La  Martiniere 

Herbin  fils 

3 

3 

20 

de  Rigaud 

fonuille 

Bailly 

Keiijond 

3 

3 

22 

de  Lanniie 

BaillenI 

la  Veranderie 

Sermonville 

2 

3 

3 

19 

de  Lagauuhetiere 

Veruliere 

Pbilbort 

Demuy 

- 

3 

3 

lie  L'Eiilagnac 

Rigauville 

ferriere 

Moucby  d'Oquincourt 

2 

3 

21 

29 

de  la  perrieri^ 

Sabrev.iys 

Hellival 

de  Joncaire  fils 

2 

3 

3 

19 

de  Du|jlessy 

Bragelogne 

Cb"  de  Cabanac 

Douville 

2 

3 

3 

26 

de  Cuntiei'i.'ur 

Villiers 

Bean  lac 

Contrecieur  tils 

2 

3 

3 

03 

31 

du  Cb' '  de  Lungueiiil 

Lafresniere 

Lusignan 

Ligcery  tils 

3 

3 

19 

27 

de  Boishebert 

Grand  val 

Darnaud 

Laperade 

3 

3 

21 

29 
27 
770 

de  Noyan 

Belestro 

Pommeroy 

Lamorendiere 

Total  of  the  troops 

2 

3 

3 

19 

Quebec,  October  15th,  1729. 

TlLLl'. 

Indorsed:  "Approved    Hocquart  " 
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1729:    EXPENSES  OP  EXPEDITION  OF  1728 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  Frencli 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  This  is  evidently  in  reply  to  accusa- 
tions against  Lignery  for  extravagance  in  his  expedition  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  41."] 

MONSEIGNEUE  

We  have  communicatedi  to  Sienr  de  Lignery  what  you 
were  pleased  to  write  to  us  respecting  the  Goods  that  he 
has  left  at  ^lissilimakinac.  For  his  justification  he  says  that 
he  ])ad  not  charge  of  the  Goods  and  munitions  delivered 
from  the  King's  magazines  on  ^lonsieiir  Dupuy's  order ;  That 
there  was  a  Commissary  Appointed  to  Follow  the  anuy  who 
had  charge  of  those  things ;  That  he  Knew  that  munitions  had 
been  delivered  from  the  magazines  to  effect  Purchases  of  Food 
and  that  they  were  nearly  all  Employed  either  in  buying  pro- 
visions or  were  distributed  among  various  savage  tribes  in  order 
to  Induce  them  to  follow  the  Army ;  That  they  did  not  Suffice 
by  a  good  deal  to  purchase  the  necessary  Provisions  for  three 
hundred  savages  brought  by  the  Sieur  de  JSToyan^  to  Missili- 
makinac  to  join  the  army,  who  arrived  twenty  days  before  the 
Sieur  de  Lignery ;  That  none  or  at  least  a  very  small  quantity 
of  the  goods  destined  for  the  purchase  of  Indian  corn  and 
grease  went  to  Missilimakinac  as  you  may  See,  Monseigncur,  by 

1  Pierre  Jacqnec  Payan  de  Noyan  (Noyau),  Sienr  de  Chavois  (Cha- 
noy),  was  a  nephew  of  Longueuil  and  I'oerville.  Born  in  1))9.),  he 
served  with  distinction  in  both  Canada  and  Louisiana.  An  official  re- 
port of  173G  {Can.  Arch.,  1890,  p.  2S)  says  of  him:  "35  to  40  years. 
A  good  officer,  quick-wilted  and  intelligent.  Steady.  Adopted  by  the 
Iroquois.  Ensign,  1712;  lieutenant,  1722;  captain.  1729."  He  served 
with  Bienville  in  I^uisiana,  being  second  in  command  of  the  ill-fated 
expedition  against  the  Chickasaws  in  173().  During  the  English  wars 
he  commanded  several  posts,  was  governor  of  Trois  Rivieres,  and  very 
iniluential  with  tlie  Iroquois.  In  17r)S  lie  Nvas  with  nu  inad(^quat(>  force 
idaced  in  command  of  Fort  Froutenac,  l)eing  obliged  to  surrender  to 
the  English.  Later  he  was  exchanged  for  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  whom 
Montcalm  iiad  captured  at  Oswego.— Ed. 
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the  two  annexed  Statements  marked  one  and  two;  That  if  he 
left  the  munitions  mentioned  in  those  Statements  at  missili- 
makinac  he  could  not  avoid  doing  so  owing  to  the  loss  of  twelve 
Ganoos  whose  Crews  were  placed  in  the  others ;  moreover  a  por- 
tion of  those  munitions  served  to  pay  the  garrison  of  !^Iissi- 
limakinac  who  had  received  no  payment.  This  amounts  to  the 
sum  of  1384  livres,  6  sols,  and  3  deniers. 

According  to  the  annexed  Extract  which  Shall  he  taken  in 
special  account,  The  Sieur  de  Lignery  also  adds  that,  as  neither 
he  nor  the  Officers  were  able  to  restrain  the  Savages,  nor  even 
the  habitants  on  their  return  from  the  Village  of  the  Renards, 
he  was  unable  to  have  such  order  observed  as  would  be  expected 
from  a  Body  of  disciplined  troops.  He  falls  back  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  commanding  him, 
for  fear  that  the  army  might  suffer  from  Avant  of  provisions,  to 
have  some  purchased  wherever  there  miglit  be  any,  to  be  paid 
for  at  Quebec  on  the  certificate  of  the  Sieur  du  Laurent,  the 
commissary  in  charge  of  the  Provisions,  countersigned  by  tlie 
Sieur  de  Lignery. 

It  seems,  Mon seigneur,  that  he  took  it  literally  and  acted  ac- 
cordingly. It  is  true  that  it  was  not  Explained,  but  neitlier 
was  there  any  question  of  buying  Provisions  after  Eifty  days 
marching  while  he  had  enough  for  four  months,  and  these 
Purchases  were  to  be  Eiffected  only  on  returning  from  tlie 
country  of  the  Penards.  Moreover,  the  Goods  destined  for 
purchasing  provisions  for  the  Savages  (in  case  there  was  a 
dearth  of  the  same)  should  have  been  more  than  sufficient  if  not 
IsTeedlessly  consumed.  Neither  was  there  any  order  to  Induce 
the  Savages  to  Follow  him  or  to  give  them  ]>resonts  to  Incite 
them  to  do  so.  Ho  should  Merely  have  received  tlio«e  who 
offered  Themselves  Willingly  without  incurring  any  exponse 
therefor.  Had  he  acted  on  th(\'^o  ])rin('i])l('s  iIk^  piirdiase  (^f 
Provisions  would  not  have  exceeded  llu^  (piantily  of  (h^ods 
assigned  for  that  purpose,  nor  would  ho  have  found  liimsclf 
<'oinp<di(Hl  to  cause  goods  to  be  driven  liim  on  tlie  cortitical(*s  of 
the  Sieur  du  l.aiii'ciit  as  he  has  d()ii(\     Ihit  witli  n^s]H\'(  to  ibis 
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Item  as  well  as  to  His  entire  Statement,  there  seems  to  have 
heen  great  abuse,  which  shonld  necessitate  Explanations  and 
Information  which  it  is  almost  Impossible  to  obtain.  The  Sieur 
de  Lignery  contents  liimself  Avith  statina^  that  everything  wa3 
consnmed  with  the  exception  of  the  little  that  remained  at  ]Mis- 
silimakinac ;  and  establishing  this  by  the  Statement  of  the  ex- 
penditure rcjiorted  by  the  rommissary  accompanying  the  army, 
which  shows  in  Reality  many  purchases  of  Provisions,  many- 
presents  to  the  savages,  and  other  expenses,  a  considerable  por- 
tion whereof  he  conld  have  curtailed  had  he  acted  with  all  the 
economy  that  he  should  have  displayed,  and  had  he  Considered 
his  majesty's  Interests  alone.  Such  is  the  ]irndence  which  he 
shonld  have  obseiwed,  and  which  the  Sienr  de  Bcanharnois  could 
not  Explain  in  the  order  that  he  gave  liim  foi-  the  purchase  of 
Provisions,  because  it  w\as  impossible  to  foresee  the  various 
circumstances  that  might  arise  during  a  Cam])aign  of  Eour  or 
five  montlis'  duration.  We  admit  however  that  if  every  officer 
had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  munitions  in  TTis  Canoe  tliere 
would  have  been  less  waste.  Monsieur  Dnpuy  ordered  other- 
wise and  committed  the  Goods  to  the  charge  of  the  Sieur  du 
Laurent,  a  Willing  Young  man  but  Without  E'x]x^rience,  who 
Was  Unable  to  Control  the  consumption  of  the  same,  for  the 
canoes  of  the  Army  were  distributed  by  brigades  a. id  were 
formed  into  one  body  only  at  la  Paye. 

All  these  reasons  have  determined  us,  ^[onscigneur,  to  a  wail 
further  commands  from  you  respecting  the  Sieur  de  Eigiiery. 
The  Sieur  ITocquart  will  give  orders  to  sell  the  remainder  of  the 
munitions  and  Eflccts  left  hy  the  Sieur  de  Lignery,  the  younger, 
at  ^fissilimakinac  witli  tlie  Sieur  Dubuisson/  tlie  present  com- 
mandant at  tliat  Post. 

AVe  shall  continue,  ]\ronscigneur,  to  devote  all  our  attention 
to  Preventing  the  English  from  coming  to  carry  on  any  Trade 
in  the  Colony,  and  to  the  Execution  of  tlu^  Tetters  Patent  of  the 
inonih  of  ( K'ldbcr  ITi'T.     And  ndlwillishmding  any  ropr(^<(>nta- 

1  For  bioRrapliical  skotch  of  Diihuisson.  sec  ^Vis.  Hist.  CoJls.,  v.  p. 
118;  xvi,  indox— El). 
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tions  that  may  be  made  to  us  under  pretext  of  payments  of  debts 
between  the  English  and  the  French,  we  shall  manifest  no  com- 
plaisance, and  we  shall  punish  severely  all  who  may  infringe 
his  Majesty's  orders. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants " 

beauhar2^^0is 
Hocquaet/ 


[Enclosure   with    the   preceding   document.     Source   the   same,  but 

fol.  47.] 

The  following  effects  were  also  embarked  in  the  said  Canoes 
for  the  purchase  of  Provisions  in  the  upper  Country  for  the 
said  party: 

108  ells  of  cloth  in  G  pieces 

1L^4%  ells  of  moUeton^ 

4  dozen  Morlaix^  shirts  for  men 

4  dozen  ditto  for  women 

2  dozen  ditto  for  boys 

400  Pounds  of  fine  powder 

8  barrels  for  the  powder 

600  Pounds  of  ball 

400  Pounds  of  lead 

20  double  Sacks  containing  6  and  %  ells. 

Made  out  at  Montreal  on  the  Thirtieth  June  one  thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  twenty  eight.  Signed:  Roebert.  And 
loAver  down :  Examined,  daigremont. 

A  True  Copy 

ITOCQUART. 

QuLUEc,  October  25th,  1729. 

1  Gilles  Hocquart  was  intendant  of  Canada  from  Oct.  1,  172S  to 
Sept.  1,  1718.  During  his  loni;  (orm  of  ofhrc  ho  ao(iuittod  himself  with 
unusual  iibilily,  manai;ed  Canadian  fniancos  with  iulo!;rity.  ami  at- 
lempled  to  dev(dop  the  resoiir(TS  of  tlu'  colony. — En. 

a  A  kind  of  treble-milled  cotton  cloth. —  En. 

-Morlaix  is  a  Breton  town,  near  tho  l^n.u:1ish  riiannd.  noted  for  its 
linrn  manuraciuro. —  K\>. 
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1729:     IiMPORTANCE  OF  POST  AMONG  THE  SIOUX 

lExtract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hoc-quart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  22.  An  a]>stract  of  the  same  is  given  in  X.  Y. 
Colon  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  lOlG,  1017;  also  in  Margry,  Dccouv.  ct  ctahl.,  yU 
pp.  559-5G5.] 

lIoNSEICiNEUr.  

******  -x-  -x- 

It  is  true  that  the  fort  huilt  hy  the  French  among  the  Sioiix 
on  tlie  hhore  of  Lake  Pepin  seems  to  be  in  a  bad  situation  on 
account  nf  tlic  overflow^  of  the  Waters,  but  really  in  1727  They 
ros(^  ]iisiher  than  they  have  ever  done  before,  according  to  what 
the  savages  say,  and  this  may  be  relied  on,  for  this  year  They 
have  not  approached  the  fort. 

When  the  Sieur  de  la  Perriere,  placed  the  fort  at  that  Spot, 
he  had  previously  caused  the  savages  to  be  asked  whether  it 
would  be  safe  from  Inundations,  and  the  answer  received  was 
that  the  Waters  did  not  rise  to  that  height.  He  considered  at 
the  same  time  that  he  could  not  place  it  in  a  better  Spot,  both 
as  regards  the  quality  of  the  land  suitable  for  Cultivation  and 
on  accouiiit  of  the  alamdance  of  Game.  These  two  reasons,  one 
being  as  necessary  as  the  other  (added  to  what  the  savages  had 
told  him  l\;especting  the  Inundation  that  he  feared),  induced 
him  to  decide  upon  placing  the  Fort  at  that  Spot  after  consider- 
ing all  its  advantages.  But  as  it  may  happen  that  the  Waters 
will  rise  as  They  did  in  1727,  the  fort  might  be  placed  four  or 
five  Arpents  from  the  shore  of  the  Lake  Without  this  Pemoval 
being  prejudicial  to  the  Views  that  caused  it  to  be  built  at  the 
Spot  where  it  now  is. 

It  does  not  seem  ])robable,  Monscigncur,  (hat  (Mther  ihe  Sct- 
tlemiMil  or  the  fort  should  have  given  any  Umbrage  (o  the  sioux, 
who  had  themselves  asked  for  it,  and  the  v;ood  reception  that 
tliey  gave  the  French  on  their  arrival  among  them  ^eems  to 
contradi(*t  what  has  been  written  to  you  on  the  subject.  It  is 
quite  true  that  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  French  those 
Savag(>s  started  on  tlteir  hunt,  as  tli(\v  are  in  thi^  habit  o(  doing 
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for  their  Subsistence  and  that  of  their  families  avIio  have  no 
other  means  of  Livelihood,  since  they  sow  nothing.  I  have  just 
been  informed  that  their  absence  was  duo  solel_y  to  their  meeting 
(on  arriving  at  their  Hunting  grounds)  a  number  of  the  prairie 
sioux  who  Asked  them  to  join  them  in  their  war  against  the 
Mahas;^  they  agTced  to  do  so  and  that  is  the  reason  why  we 
had  no  news  of  them  by  the  Oanoe  that  the  vSieur  de  la  Perriere 
had  Sent  with  ten  men  to  ascertain  what  had  become  of  them, 
for  they  returned  only  in  the  month  of  Tuly  Following. 

When  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  that  I  had  said 
nothing  to  you  on  the  design  that  I  had  had  of  Establishing  the 
post  among  the  sioux,  it  was  solely,  IMonseigneur,  in  Execution 
of  the  article  of  the  King's  memorial  of  one  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  twenty  six  ordering  me  to  neglect  nolhing  to  carry 
out  His  Majesty's  Views  respecting  an  Establishment  at  that 
Place,  and  to  Induce  two  missionaries  to  go  Avith  the  com- 
mandant whom  I  sent  there.  T  Felt  the  necessity  of  this  too 
much  not  to  give  all  my  attention  to  it.  The  Avelfare  of  the 
service,  that  of  the  rol<;uy,  and  of  Peligion,  woixt  at  stake,  and 
what  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  about  it 
se^ms  to  contain  these  three  ]u-inciples.  INForeover,  it  seemed 
all  the  more  necessary  to  have  Established  that  ]X)st  since  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  Tvenards  (in  their  defeat)  would  have 
found  refuge  among  the  sioux  had  not  the  French  l^ceu  estal>- 
lished  there.  And  at  present  we  attribute  the  docility  and  sul>- 
mission  manifested  by  the  Penards  solely  to  the  atteuti<uis  and 
to  the  advantageous  offers  made  by  jh(^  Sioux  lo  tlie  FihmicIi  <^f 
which  the  Tienards  ai'o  fully  aware. 

The  ]X)st  would  therefore^  lie  nece  ssary  in  ordiM*  to  ^laintain 
the  siou5c  in  these  happy  (lis|xisit ions,  to  kee]i  llie  Utuuirds  in 
check,  and  to  frustrate  the  steps  that  th(\Y  might  \-a\sc  t<>  win  the 
hearts  of  the  Sioux,  who  will  always  re^ject  their  ]U'o]>osal-^  so 
long  as  they  see  the  French  among  tln^m,  and  so  long  as  th(^  ])ost 
that  we  have  Established  there  shall  exist.  Put  nl(ho\igh  all  the 
advantages  that  1  have*  just  liad  tlic^  honor  of  pointing  oui  lo  >'ou 


1  See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls,  xvi,  p.  U'O.  noto.— Kn. 
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in  connection  with  the  Importance  of  maintaining  that  E5tal>- 
lishment  seem  to  me  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  I  cannot  how- 
ever come  to  any  decision  nntil  I  have  received  news  of  the 
French  who  asked  me  leave  to  go  np  there  this  Snmmer  witli  a 
Canoe  loaded  with  Goods,  and  who  expect  to  pass  by  way  of  the 
santenx  of  la  pointe;  and  imtil  I  am  sure  that  the  French  who 
have  wintered  there  have  not  al)andoned  the  fort,  And  that  the 
sionx  are  in  the  same  Dispositions.  Moreover  it  does  not  seem 
very  easy  in  the  present  junctnre  to  maintain  that  Post  without 
having  a  lasting  peace  with  the  Henard?.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  majority  of  the  Company  tliat  made  the  treaty  of  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  of  Sending  Yon  a  Copy,  have  renonncod  it 
and  no  longer  Wish  to  send  tliere.  The  rnptnre  that  we  liave 
had  with  the  Renards,  through  whose  country  one  must  pas^  to 
go  by  Canoe  to  the  Sioux,  have  Induced  them  to  think  of  it 
no  longer.  But  in  either  case  a  remcdv  uiisht  be  applied. 
There  is  every  probability  that  the  licuards  will  conic  next  year 
to  sue  for  peace,  or  that  they  will  Send  on  iheir  behalf.  Thus 
by  a-ranting  it  to  ihem  on  fair  conditions,  there  will  be  nothing 
to  fear  in  going  to  the  Sioux.  Another  Company  might  abo  bo 
formed  less  Numerous  than  the  first,  witli  which  a  now  treaty 
could  be  "AFade;  or  it  might  be  made  with  ?ome  good  traders  who 
could  undertake  the  a(I\'anc{\^.  Tlu^se  difficulties  would  thereby 
soon  Be  removed.  There  is  l)ut  one,  "AFonseigiuuir,  which  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  unite  with  l\ronsieur  ITocqmirt  in  taking  tlie 
liberty  of  Pointing  out  to  ^"ou.  It  is  tliat  <if  sending  u]i  an 
officer  as  commamlant  and  another  as  s(M'ond  in  comnumd  witii 
some  Soldiers,  whom  it  Would  be  al)S(dnt(dy  necessary  to  Send 
thereto  maintain  order  at  that  ])()st,  and  the  M  issionarii^s  w<uild 
not  go  there  either  without  a  Commandant.  As  this  maltiu-  af- 
fects ihc  ser\'ice  and  the  h^xpiMi^x^  tluM'cof  wonld  ha\(>  to  ho 
defrayed  by  TTis  l^^njesty,  this  h^uls  us  in  take  the  liberty.  Mon- 
seigneur,  of  asking  y(uir  orders  on  this  ]^)iiit.  \V(-  shall  Induce 
as  many  traders  of  that  |w>st  as  we  can  to  undertake  that  (^xpenso 
(wliieli  may  amount  to  a  tliousand  or  Fifteen  hundred  livre>  p(^r 
annum  foi*  the  commandant  and  l'(n-  the  second  in  eonmnind.  pro 
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rata).  But  inasmuch  as  at  the  beginning  of  an  Establishment 
There  are  more  expenses  to  be  incurred  than  profits  to  be 
received,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  associated  merchants  will 
undertake  it.  And,  in  such  case,  we  beg  you  to  honor  us  with 
his  majesty's  orders  on  this  point,  and  to  let  us  know  what  he 
thinks  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  for  ourselves  so  Advan- 
tageous a  Post,  and  a  nation  that  has  already  given  us  proofs  of 
its  faithfulness  and  of  its  attachment.  You  might,  ^Icm- 
seigneur,  communicate  to  us  his  majesty's  Intentions  On  the 
subject  by  the  Isle  Royalle,  or  by  the  first  merchant  vessels  sail- 
ing for  ill  is  Oolouy.  The  time  iKY^essarv  for  obtaining  news  of 
what  may  hnve  occurred  among  the  sioux  since  the  spring  will 
also  give  us  leisure  to  await  his  majesty's  orders  before  doing 
anything.  The  Sieur  de  Eeauharnois  will  neglect  nothing  cal- 
culated to  keep  the  Sioux  favorably  disposed  toward  the  French 
as  they  are  at  present  (pending  his  Majesty's  decision)  and  he 
will  devote  his  whole  attention  to  it. 

He  Will  Inform  the  Sieur  Deschaillons  of  what  you  are 
pleased  to  notify  him  in  connection  with  the  Allowance  of  two 
thousand  pounds  of  powder  that  he  asked  for  his  Post  [at 
Kaministigoya]. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  !Mon- 
seigneur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  sen\ants, 

Beauiiarnots. 
iiocquart. 

QuEm':(%  Oc'lober  25(11,  1729. 


1729:     FOXES  ATTACKKO  I'.Y  TllKIU  NKKIHTIORS 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  2'k  1729. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  (hicnnient,  lint  vol.  51.  c.  11.  fol.  HH.] 

l\l()NsKi(jNi;iu: — T  have  the  lionor  to  Send  ^'vui  the  Ivxtraet 
from  a  Tx^tter  written  to  mo  by  Monsieur  de  hi  Come  ri^spcvting 
tlio  attack  by  the  Ontawacs  of  Missilimakinao,  the  folios  avoines 
And  tlio  jvuants  Upon  a  IJenard  Villag(\    The  ncwfi  was  bro\iglit 
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to  him  by  three  nipissingiies  ^vho  stated  that  they  had  received 
it  from  some  sauteux  of  Lake  huron  who  were  returning  from 
there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  with  very  profound  respect,  ^Ion- 
seigneur,  Your  \erj  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauhaexgis. 

QuEiJEo,  October  25th,  1729. 


[Enclosure  in  the  above,  dated  Oc\  'i'l,  1720.    Source,  s:'me  as  preced- 
ing dociinient,  but  fol.  IGG.] 

I  have  just  learned  from  three  nipissingncs  Avho  come  from 
the  Lake  of  that  Name,  where  they  went  to  Seek  their  father, 
that  the  band  of  Outawax  that  was  formed  there  This  Summer, 
had  joined  The  folles  avoines  And  some  Sauteurs,  And  that 
after  gathering  together  a  rather  large  party,  tliey  went  to 
attack  The  Farthest  of  the  three  Iionard  villages,  thinking  that 
they  would  be  less  on  their  guard  than  the  two  nearer  ones,  and 
that  they  killed  one  hundred  persons,  of  whom  thirty  were  men 
And  seventy  women  or  Children;  And  that  they  lost  ten  men, 
Namely:  three  Outawax,  three  folles  avoines  And  four  puants, 
who  Were  on  our  side  (These  are  those  puants  who  came  This 
Summer  to  Michilimakina).  These  people  assure  me  that  the 
news  is  true,  And  state  that  they  received  it  from  some  Sauteurs 
of  Lake  liurnii  who  were  returning  from  the  war  members  of 
that  same  jiarty.  Thry  assert  tliat  they  have  ^Fany  ■prisoners 
And  that  tbe  scalps  have  P>eeii  divided  among  the  Tribes  of  the 
said  Lake. 
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1729:    EXPENSES  OF  DE  ROUCHERVILLE 

[Letter  and  accounts  during  captivity,  sent  the  French  Minister  by 
Beauharnois  and  Hocquart,  dated  Oct.  25,  1729.  MSS.  in  Ministere  des 
Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  51,  c.  11, 
lols.  88-92."] 

MoNsiEGNEUR — We  liavB  the  honor  to  Send  you  herewith  a 
memorial  handed  us  by  the  Sieur  de  Boucherville  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  you,  concerning  the  presents  lie  was  obliged  to  give 
during  his  detention  amongst  the  Quicapoux  with  Keverend 
father  Guignass  and  other  Frenchmen  who  were  with  him. 
It  seems  to  us,  Monseigneur,  that  this  expense  was  all  the  more 
necessary  under  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed,  that 
it  was  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  save  himself,  and  tliat  the 
danger  that  threatened  them  could  only  l)e  Evaded  by  Winning 
over  the  Havagos  by  ])]'o.seiits  as  ho  did.  We  lIo];i\  ^Fonseig- 
neur,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  approve  the  same  and  order 
that  he  be  reimbursed  for  this  expense  lhat  he  could  not  avoid 
incurring.  It  is  indeed  fortunate  that  he  should  have  had  those 
Goods  which  contributed  to  their  escape  from  the  i)eril  in  which 
they  Stood. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigiuMir,  Your  voi-y  hnni])lo  and  very  oboJicnt  servants 

Beauuauxois 
tiocqu.vkt 

Qi  EREc,  October  25th,  1729. 

As  that  officer  has  incurred  such  a  heavy  ex]x^nsc,  We  have 
caused  Four  hundred  livres  to  be  ffiven  him  on  Account  PiMidiui]' 
your  orders. 

B.  II. 


1  I 
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Memorandum  of  Goods  which  Monsieur  de  Boucherville  Was 
obliged  to  give  for  the  King's  Service  from  the  time  of  his 
detention  A'i)i07ifjst  tJie  quikapoux  on  October  12,  1728,  Un- 
til his  return  to  Detroit  in  the  month  of  June  of  The  year 
1729: 


Prices  in 
Montreal 


On  reaching  the  village  of  the  quika- 
poux He  gave  a  present  to  all  The 
Young  men  to  Induce  Them  to  oppose 
the  designs  of  some  evil-Intentioned 
old  men 

two  Barrels  of  powder,  each  containing 
fifty  Livres,  costing  at  Montreal 
prices  The  sum  of  one  hundred  & 
Fifty  Livres 

A  Hundred  Livres  of  lead  and  Bullets 
amounting  to  The  sum  of  50  livres 

four  Livres  of  vermillion  at  Twelve 
francs  per  livre  amounting  to  The 
sum  of  48  livres 

four  Braided  Coats  at  twenty  francs 
per  Coat,  80  livres 

six  dozen  knives  at  four  francs  per 
Dozen  24  livres 

four  Hundred  gun-flints,  one  Hundred  i 
Ramrod-screws,  two  Hundred  fire- 
steels,  one  Hundred  and  Fifty  awls,! 
The   whole   Estimated,   at   invoice  | 
prices,  at  ninety  Livres  j 

When  the  Quikapoux  Had  refused  us 
to  the  Renards,  They  wished  to  Console 
Them  by  other  civilities  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  give  Them  the  following  which 
served  to  weep  for  and  to  cover  The 
renard  d(M(l. 


[li  7res  ■ 


150 
50 

48 
80 
24 


90 


6 
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Prices  in 
Montreal 


Profit  at  one 
Hun(i.red 
per  cent 


two  Braided  coats  at  twenty  francs 
each,  amounting  to  40  livres 

two  Cloth  Blankets  at  15  livres  each, 
making  30  livres 

Fifty  Livres  of  powder  at  30  sols,  mak- 
ing 75  livres 

Fifty  Livres  of  lead  at  10  sols,  amount- 
ing to  The  sum  of  25  livres 

two  Livres  of  vermilion  at  Tv.elve 
francs  per  livre,  amounting  to  24 
livres 

Also  given  to  the  renards  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Quikapoux,  in  order  to 
Cover  Their  dead  and  request  Them  to 
remain  Quiet  in  Their  Village,  to  whicb 
I  added  a  few  words  leading  Them  tc 
Hope  for  peace. 

Fifty  Livres  of  powder  amounting  to 

seventy  five  Livres 
one  Hundred  Livres  of  lead  at  ten  sols 

amounting  to  fifty  francs 
two  Livres  of  vermilion  at  12  livres, 

making  24  litres 
two  Blue  Blankets  at  15  livres  each, 

making 

two  other  White  ones  at  10  livres  each, 

making  20  livres 
four  men's   Shirts   at  6   livres  each, 

making  24  livres 
four  pairs  of  mitasses^  at  6  livres  each, 

making  24  livres 
four  dozen  knives  at  4  livres  per  dozen. 

making  IG  livres 
Ramrod-screws,    fire-steels,    awls  and 

gun-flints  Estimated  at  40  livres 


[livres] 
40 

30 

75 

25 

24 


75 
50 
24 
30 
20 
24 
24 
16 
40 


iSee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  124.— Ed. 
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Prices  in 
Montreal 


Profit  at  one 
Hundred 
per  cent 


given  for  the  purpose  of  Inducing  The 
Kicapoux  to  Establish  themselves  on  a 
neighboring  Island  to  secure  them  fioiM 
the  Treachery  of  the  renards  which  we 
had  Every  Reason  to  fear, 
four  Cloth  Blankets  at  15  livres  each 

making  60  livres 
four  pairs  of  mitasses  at  6  livres  per 

pair,  making  24  livres 
two  Livres  of  vermilion  at  12  livres, 

making  24  livres 
four  dozen  Butcher's  knives  at  6  livres 

per  dozen,  making  21  livres 
During  The  winter  a  large  party  was 
got  together  for  the  purpose  of  attack- 
ing The  Illinois  and  I  did  All  I  could 
by  words  and  presents  to  stop  It,  which 
I  succeeded  in  doing: 

Given  at  that  time: 
two  Cloth  blankets  at  15  livres  each, 

amounting  to  The  sum  of  30  livres 
four  pairs  of  mitasses  at  6  livres  per 

pair,  making  24  livres 
four  shirts  at  6  livres  each  making  24 

livres 

four  dozen  knives  at  4  livres  per  dozen, 
making  10  livres 


The  renards  having  Betrayed  And 
Killed  their  brothers  The  quikapoux  I 
look  advantage  of  this  favorable  oppor- 
tunity and  induced  the  latter  to  avenge 
themselves.  To  that  end  I  gave  them: 
twenty  five  Livres  of  powder  at  30  sols, 

making   Thirty   seven    Livres  ten 

sols 


[livres] 


60 
24 
24 
24 


30 
24 
24 
16 


[livres] 


120  livres 
48 

48 
48 


60 
48 
48 
32 


7.10 
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Prices  in 
Montreal 

Profit  at  one 
hundred 
per  cent 

Twenty  five  Livres  of  lead  aud  Bullets 

[livres] 

[livres] 

at  10  sols,  making  12  livres  10  sols 

12.10 

25 

2  guns  at  thirty  Livres  each,  making 

60  livres 

eo 

120 

Half  a  Livre  of  vermilion  at  6  livres 

6 

12 

Gun-flints,  Ramrod-screws  and  knives 

20 

40 

VV  i-lCXl    LUC    IXIlXlUiO    K-CLlUKS    LU    tlXC  \lllclgc 

"^Vio  n  n  tItq  T^/^n  Y    T  "Fori   fliOTn    of  ov- 

pense  and  gave  them  presents  of  pow- 

der, Bullets  and  Shirts,  The  whole  Es- 

timated at 

50 

100 

And  when  I  left  The   quikapoux,  I 

gave  the  village  The  remainder  of  my 

Goods  to  thank  Them  for  Tlieir  Good 

Treatment — Estimated  at  eighty  francs. 

80 

160 

1431 

2862 

1729:    COPPER  MINE  ON  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
October  25,  1729.  MS.  in  archives  of  MinistSre  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  51,  c.  11,  fol.  69."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — We  havG  received  the  Letter  you  did  ns  the 
honor  of  Avritinc^  us  on  May  22,  hnst,  on  the  suhjoct  of  the 
copper  mine  on  the  west  point  of  Lake  Superior.  The  Sieur  de 
Cavagnial/  to  whom  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  had 
ordered  a  specimen  from  the  mine  to  Ix?  given  in  order  that  it 
might  ho  presented  to  you,  did  not  inquire  closely  into  the  cost 
of  expressly  sending  a  Canoe  there  when  he  told  yow  that  it 
would  amount  to  a  Thousand  Livres  only  for  tlu^  food  and  wages 


iSee  note  on  Pierre  Frangois  Rlgault,  IMarcjuis  do  VamlnMiil.  ante 
p.  31.— Ed. 
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of  three  men ;  nor  did  he  consider  the  difficulties  that  would 
be  encountered  in  conveying  Five  thousand  livres  weight  of  the 
ore  in  Bark  Canoes  that  would  inevitably  be  wrecked  if  struck 
by  a  squall  on  that  Lake  while  approaching  shore — as  ore  can- 
not be  landed  as  easily  as  packages  of  Furs. 

We  will  neglect  no  steps,  Monseigneur,  to  procure  information 
as  to  the  qtiality  and  quantity  of  the  ore  in  the  mine,  And  to 
that  End,  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  will  send  orders  next  spring 
to  the  officer  commanding  at  the  point  of  Chagoiiamigon  to  in- 
struct some  voyageurs  who  may  pass  by  that  Spot  to  bring  as 
much  ore  as  they  can  from  the  mine  with  a  detailed  Eeport  on 
its  situation  and  Extent,  which  we  shall  have  the  honor  to  send 
you  when  we  receive  it.  It  is  impossible  to  get  information 
about  it,  otherwise,  since  you  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  send 
an  especial  Canoe  thither.^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profoimd  respect,  Mon- 
seigneur, Your  vei-y  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Beauiiarnois 
hocquart 

Quebec,  October  25th,  1729. 


1730:    CONTINUED  ATTACKS  ON  THE  FOXES 

[Letters  of  Beauhamois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  6  and 
June  25,  1730,  detailing  further  attaclvs  made  by  the  French  Indiana 
upon  the  Foxes,  and  the  preparation  of  an  expedition  under  Dubuisson, 
commandant  at  Macldnac,  are  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  104-107. 
Transcripts  of  the  original  letters  from  the  Paris  archives  are  in  the 
collections  of  the  Society.  The  word  in  the  first  letter  translated  "llat- 
boats"  should  be  "cabins."] 


1  Marginal  note  on  MS.,  added  at  Paris:  "They  will  send  a  detailed 
report  next  year  on  Ihe  Copper  Mine.  It  is  expected  that  they  will 
omit  no  explanations." 
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1730:    MARIN  AIDS  THE  WINNEBAGO  AGAINST  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Marin  to  Beauhp.rnois,  dated  in  the  country 
of  the  Folles-Avoines,  May  il,  1730. t  MS.,  in  archives  of  Ministere 
des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection  !\loreaii-St.  ]\Iery,  vol.  9, 
f.  11,  fol.  288."] 

On  my  arrival  at  the  Village  of  the  folles  avoines  I  was  very 
well  received  with  some  Calumets,  according  to  custom,  by  the 
old  men  who  Had  remained  in  the  fort.  They  said  to  me: 
"My  father,  we  will  let  you  rest  today  and  tomorrow  we  will 
speak  to  you." 

On  the  following  day  they  began  by  Spreading  a  mat,  and,  by 
a  Collar,  they  spoke  to  me  as  follows:  ^^Here  is  a  mat,  my 
father,  on  which  we  beg  you  to  rest  and  to  be  pleased  to  kindle 
your  fire  here  and  never  Extinguish  it ;  for  we  are  resolved  to 
Listen  attentively  to  your  word,  which  is  that  of  our  father 
Onontio,  who  no  doubt  has  pity  on  us  since  he  has  Sent  you  to 
assist  us.  Have  pity,  therefore,  my  father  (they  said  to  me) 
and  look  upon  us  as  the  faithful  and  tnie  children  of  Onontio. 
We  need  your  help  in  llie  sad  position  in  which  we  are  placed." 
This  I  granted  them,  assuring  them  of  your  protection,  Mon- 
sieur, and  of  mine  if  necessary. 

Afterwards,  I  attentively  considered  the  best  place  I  co\ild 
find  whereat  to  build  a  fort  capable  of  protecting  all  mv  ]ieople 
and  myself  against  the  Enemy's  assaults  in  case  of  attack,  ae- 
cording  to  the  orders  which  you.  Monsieur,  did  me  the  lionor  of 
giving  me,  at  my  departure.  But,  as  I  found  nothing  more  suit- 
able than  the  fort  already  built,  T  decided  to  cstablisli  myself 
in  it,  after  repairing  it,  both  by  replacing  the  ]>ortioiis  of  the 
palisade  that  were  missing,  and  by  roofing  llio  Vivnoli  liouses 
with  Bark  instead  of  with  the  straw  that  covered  them,  in  order 
to  Avert  the  danger  of  fire.    I  also  had  the  ground  clraroil  of 

iThis  is  the  enclosure  referred  to  in  Boanharnois's  letter  of  Juno  26, 
1730,  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  p.  lOG.— Ed. 
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trees  and  everything  in  the  Vicinity  removed  that  might  give 
any  advantage  to  ani  assailant/ 

On  the  tenth  of  September,  the  puants  returned  from  a  Hunt- 
ing expedition,  and  at  once  came  to  tell  me  that  they  would  again 
repeat  the  same  promise  they  had  already  given  to  their  father 
Onontio  last  year,  and  that  they  would  add  a  second  by  a  few 
words,  which  they  explained  to  me  at  the  time  by  three  Slaves, 
saying:  "We  all  come  here,  my  father,  to  make  thee  under- 
stand clearly  that  the  blow  we  have  just  struck  at  the  renard  in 
concert  with  our  brothers,  the  folles  avoines  and  Outaouoys,  is  a 
convincing  proof  of  the  fidelity  w^e  have  promised  our  father 
Onontio,  as  his  submissive  and  obedient  children,  and  that  noth- 
ing can  change  our  Hearts." 

They  also  presented  me  at  the  same  time,  with  three  other 
Slaves  whom  they  told  me  they  had  intended  to  give  ]\Ion5ieur 
The  Commandant  of  Missilimakinac,  as  one  of  their  nearest 
fathers,  that  he  might  have  pity  on  them  in  the  pressing  need 
in  which  they  were  of  all  things  in  general  and,  in  particular, 
of  powder,  Bullets,  hatchets,  guns,  and  knives ;  but,  inasmuch 
as  they  saw  in  me  a  man  Sent  by  Onontio,  their  true  father, 
to  govern  and  assist  them  in  llioir  iiocossilies,  they  begged  me  to 
accept  the  slaves  from  them  and  at  the  same  time  to  Consider  the 
state  of  Extreme  penury  in  which  tluy  Were,  being  in  need 
of  evei'ything.  To  this  I  replied  at  once  by  giving  them  what 
they  most  needed. 

Some  days  afterwards,  the  puants  went  to  la  Baye  with  their 
families  to  live,  and  Loft  them  there  wliile  tliey  }>roccoded  to 
find  out  whether  the  renard  was  not  in  their  country,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  he  had  ravaged  their  Corn-fields.  Tliey  found, 
that  everything  was  in  almost  the  same  Condition  that  \hoy  had 
left  It,  and  that  the  Bcnard  had  withdrawn.  This  Induced 
them  to  come  back  to  la  Baye  for  their  families,  and  return  to 

1  De  LigTiery  having  destroyed  the  fort  at  Green  Bay,  ^vhi^h  was 
not  rebuilt  until  1732  (see  post),  Marin  appears  to  have  repaired  a 
French  trading  post  at  the  P.Iononiinoo  Indian  villatje  on  the  west 
side  of  Green  Bay,  near  Meuoiuiiioo  River. — Eu. 
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Settle  in  their  own  country.  They  camped  on  a  small  island  at 
a  distance  of  About  an  arpent  or  two  from  the  island  on  which 
their  former  Village  Was  situated/  being  quite  confident  that 
the  Eenards  Had  gone  away  permanently.  But  they  were  not 
left  long  in  peace,  for  the  Ixenards  came  to  infest  not  only  them 
and  all  their  families,  but  also  a  number  of  Saquis  who  Were 
with  Them,  and  Camped  in  two  different  forts  below  the  island 
on  which  their  former  fort  Stood,  so  as  to  attack  them  on  all 
sides,  Being  at  a  distance  of  an  arpent  and  a  lialf  at  the  most, 
and  the  Eiver  being  easy  to  cross  as  the  Water  was  only  knee- 
deep.  They  began  first  by  attacking  two  puants,  who  were  fish- 
ing with  spears.  These  they  killed,  and  one  of  their  own  people 
was  killed  also.  They  fought  thus  for  nearly  forty  eight  hours 
"without  speaking  to  one  another.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the 
Puants,  being  the  first  to  begin  the  address,  called  out  to  tlie 
Renards:  "What  does  this  mean,  my  brothers?  We  are  Sur- 
prised that  you  should  attack  us  today  without  saying  an^^thing. 
Know  you  not  that  we  are  alwaj^s  your  true  brothers,  since  we 
have  always  been  so  from  The  olden  times  of  our  forefatliers. 
It  is  true  (they  added)  that  you  have  to  reproach  us  with  hav- 
ing dipped  our  hands  in  your  blood,  by  Delivering  two  of  your 
people  to  the  Outaouoys  and  folles  avoines.  But  If  we  did,  it 
was  because  we  were  forced  to  do  so,  and  could  not  help  it. 
iNTevertheless,  we  are  now  filled  with  regret  at  having  done  so, 
and  we  will  show  you  that  we  are  still  prepared  to  give  you 
proofs  01  the  Sincere  affection  we  have  always  had  for  you.  We 
have  here  four  folles  Avoines  whom  we  will  deliver  into  your 
hands  to  do  with  as  you  will  in  payment  and  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  the  two  ["Renards]  just  mentioned.'^  They  at  once 
led  out  two  of  them  bound ;  and,  after  cutting  off  the  heads  of 
the  two  others,  they  immediately  carried  tlicsc  to  them,  bogging 
the  Renards  to  cease  to  be  angi-y  with  tliem  and  to  have  pity  on 

1  The  Island  on  which  the  Winnebago  village  had  formerly  stood, 
was  that  now  known  as  Do(y  Island,  and  a  part  of  Ncenah,  Wis.  A 
small  island  below  this,  In  Little  Lake  Butte  des  Morts,  would  appear 
to  have  been  the  site  of  the  fort  where  the  events  described  In  this 
document  occurred. — Ed. 
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them.  But  the  Eenards  replied  that  they  had  not  yet  had  time 
to  taste  the  broth  they  had  given  them  to  drink;  that  there  was 
not  enough  to  satisfy  so  many  as  they  Were;  that  they  must 
also  deliver  into  their  hands  the  four  of  their  number  v\'ho  had 
been  cowardly  enough  to  give  up  tlieir  people  to  the  Outaouoys 
and  folles  Avoines,  their  Enemies ;  and  that  when  they  had 
dnmk  the  broth,  they  would  see  Whether  they  were  sufficiently 
satiated  to  be  able  to  grant  their  request.  This  proposal  seemed 
too  great  an  insult  to  the  Puants  to  allow  of  their  consenting  to 
it;  they  therefore  prepared  tO'  sustain  the  siege  and  defend  them- 
selves as  well  as  they  could,  having  food  for  a  couple  of  months. 

During  the  interval  of  the  Fight  that  lasted  nearl}^  a  month 
and  a  half,  the  folles  avoines  became  uneasy  at  not  seeing  the 
Puants  walking  about  in  their  midst  as  usual,  or  any  of  their 
people  who  Were  with  Them,  and  six  of  their  number  went 
I  within  sight  of  the  Eenards'  forts  w^hich  they  saw  distinctly,  to 
find  out  whether  their  tribesmen  Were  with  the  Puants.  Being 
unable  to  enter  their  fort  without  risking  their  lives,  they  re- 
traced their  steps,  and  hastened  to  give  information  of  what  was 
going  on  to  their  people,  who,  at  the  time,  Were  at  a  distance  of 
a  short  day's  journey  from  my  fort ;  they  Avere  pursued  by  the 
Penards  who  Had  perceived  that  they  were  on  tlie  march  but 
who  were  unable  to  overtake  them. 

The  folles  avoines  at  once  deputed  one  of  their  cliiefs,  to  beg 
me  to  be  good  enough  to  have  pity  on  Them,  by  placing  myself 
at  their  head  to  extricate  their  people  from  tlie  perilous  i>osition 
in  which  they  were  placed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  bring  aid  to 
the  puants  who,  judging  from  what  they  had  seen,  were  greatly 
in  need  of  it,  as  they  were  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  Penards, 
unless  succor  were  brought  lliem.  T  replied  that  as  T  liad  Itcen 
sent  by  you,  Monsieur,  to  be  a  father  to  them  in  their  needs,  I 
Was  ready  to  help  them  in  war  as  well  as  in  other  things,  l>eing 
convinced  that  this  could  but  be  agreeable  to  yo\i,  and  that  I 
would  march  alone  at  their  head  because  I  could  not  make  up 
my  mind  to  leave  ray  fort  undefended,  and  that  I  had  to  leave 
the  French  who  Weix>  with  mo  (<>  guard  it.  Two  or  tliree  days  af- 
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terwards,  they  came  and  begged  me  to  counsel  them  as  to  what 
they  should  do :  whether  to  leave  their  women  and  Children  in  a 
fort  at  the  place  where  they  Were,  or  to  bring  them  out  on  the 
Lake  shore.  I  told  them  that  I  Left  the  decision  to  tliem  and 
had  no  advice  to  give  them.  Thereupon  they  finally  decided  to 
bring  them  to  my  fort,  after  considering  for  a  long  while 
Whether  they  would  have  sufficient  time  to  do  so,  fearing  that 
the  delay  would  be  fatal  to  the  Undertaking  they  had  in  view  of 
going  to  free  their  people  from  the  liands  of  the  Lenard.  In  fact 
they  took  a  very  long  time  to  start,  and  afterwards  they  again 
begged  me  to  remember  the  promise  I  had  given  them  to  march 
at  their  head ;  and  to  be  good  enough  to  allow  their  women  and 
Children  to  remain  in  my  fort  under  the  protection  and  guid- 
ance of  the  Frenchmen  whom  I  should  Leave  there  and  of  some 
of  their  old  men  who  Were  not  in  a  Condition  for  such  a  march. 
I  ansv/ered  thnt,  as  I  had  given  my  word,  I  Was  not  desirous  of 
withdrawing  it,  provided  that  they  would  always  do  what  I 
wished,  aud  await  my  counsels;  I  also  told  lliem  thai,  after 
seeing  the  Renard  and  doing  what  I  Wished  to  do,  I  would  go  no 
further,  but  would  return.  When  uuitters  had  been  thus  ar- 
ranged and  as  I  was  about  to  start,  being  the  only  Frenchman 
with  them,  my  people  who  Were  with  me,  came  and  begged  me, 
as  a  favor,  to  allow  them  to  accoixipany  me,  saying  that  they 
would  be  delighted  to  benefit  by  tlie  advantages  they  already 
promised  themselves  to  gain  with  me  over  that  cursed  nation  of 
the  Renard,  and  that  they  positively  could  not  reconcile  them- 
selves to  the  idea  of  seeing  me  start  on  such  an  Undertaking 
without  Freely  and  heartily  offering  mo  the  services  they  owed 
to  their  prince,  and  that  they  would  even  be  in  despair  wore  I 
to  refuse  to  accept  them.  Although  I  had  intended  to  not  Ex- 
pose to  danger,  a  single  one  bosid(^s  myself,  I  could  not  refuse 
young  men  who  seemed  full  of  Sj)irit  and  Courage,  and  T  chose 
Five  of  them  to  accompany  me,  representing  to  the  four  others 
that  I  could  not  avoid  showing  the  savages  the  interest  I  took 
in  them,  by  placing  their  women  and  Children  under  their 
guard  during  tlie  Campaign. 
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We  set  out  therefore,  on  the  following  clay,  to  the  mimhcr  of 
forty  persons  in  all,  taking  all  the  precautions  I  considered 
necessary  to  prevent  our  approach  from  being  discovered.  On 
the  sixth  day  of  onr  jonrney,  the  10th  of  ]\farch,  we  reached 
Conlimy,^  where  we  had  to  make  a  portnge,  a  league  and  a  half 
from  the  fort  of  the  Puants,  whither  we  proceeded  son:iewhat 
slowly  to  avoid  being  discovered  by  anyone  as  I  feared  that,  If 
the  Puants  were  the  first  to  perceive  us,  they  might  make  some 
demonstration  that  would  bring  on  an  attack  by  the  Renards 
before  we  Had  time  to  place  ourselves  in  slight  entrenchments ; 
neither  did  I  wish  to  throw  myself  rashly  into  their  fort,  with- 
out informing  them  of  the  reason  that  had  Induced  me  to  come 
to  them,  because  they  would  be  sure  to  distrust  us  owing  to  their 
Laving  delivered  to  the  Renards  the  brothers  of  those  for  whom 
I  Was  prepared  to  fight  —  although  they  wxre  not  aware  of  this 
nor  was  I  myself  aware  of  the  other  fact.  IMoreover,  I  was 
unable  to  reach  them  without  running  a  risk,  because  I  could 
not  do  otherwise  than  land  at  one  of  the  Places  on  the  island 
where  the  Water  w^as  deepest,  The  Penards  Being  camped 
where  it  was  shallowest,  and  (as  I  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  informing  you,  Monsieur)  watching  The  fort  of  the  Puants 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  allow  nobody  to  approach  it  without  oppo- 
sition. I  therefore  decided  to  have  a  slight  entrenchment 
thrown  up  at  once,  forbidding  our  people  to  use  their  axes  to 
cut  wood  lest  they  should  Be  Heard  by  tlie  Penards,  who  Were 
not  very  Far  from  us,  while  I  Went  a  little  to  one  side  to  observe 
their  movements.  As  w^e  Had  arrived  About  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  resolved  to  wait  until  night  to  inform  the  Puants 
that  we  Had  come  to  their  assistance  and  to  ask  them  to  Send 
some  Canoes  in  case  we  should  need  them.  Thit  our  ]-)oop]o,  not 
heeding  my  orders,  struck  some  blows  with  their  axes  which 
were  Heard  by  the  Penards,  who  issued  from  tlie  two  forts  in 
which  they  Were  posted,  and  allacked  us  with  some  violence 
before  we  had  time  to  finish  our  small  rc(h)nb(.    When  I  saw 

iThis  is  probably  a  corruption  of  tlie  text  for  Cacalin  (KaUalin).  the 
rapids  of  tlie  Fox  River,  where  Kaulvauna  now  stands. — En. 
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them  approaching  I  called  out  to  our  people  to  take  courage  and 
show  the  Eenards  what  we  Were,  and  we  attacked  Them  without 
Mercy,  Forcing  them  hack  to  the  gates  of  their  fort.  When 
thej  reached  there,  they  stopped  fighting  for  a  while,  and  called 
out  to  me  that  they  were  surprised  that  I  should,  Avith  such 
Ardor,  take  the  part  of  a  nation  who,  not  Long  hefore,  had 
Delivered  four  of  my  Children  to  them  to  he  put  into  the  Kettle 
to  replace  those  of  their  own  people  whom  they  had  Delivered  to 
the  Outaouoys  and  folles  Avoines  The  previous  Summer.  When 
the  latter  Heard  this  they  tried  at  Once  to  Induce  me  to  avenge 
the  treachery  of  which  the  Phants  had  heen  guilty  towards  them 
by  committing  So  foul  a  deed,  without  having  Been  forced  to 
do  so,  after  they  themselves  had  United  with  the  Outaouoys  and 
folle  avoines  to  eat  the  Renards.  But,  foreseeing  the  regrettable 
consequences  that  might  result  from  such  a  Step,  I  said  to  them: 
"My  Children,  I  admit  that  the  treachery  of  the  puants  towards 
you  fully  deserves  your  resentment,  and  that  you  cannot  too 
deeply  regret  your  brothers.  You  must  however  remember 
that  I  consented  to  place  myself  at  your  head  to  come  and  kill 
Eenards  and  not  Puants.  Although  T  do  not  toll  you  what  is  in 
my  mind  for  the  present,  let  us  continue  what  we  have  begun 
and  be  very  careful  not  to  let  the  Puants  find  out  your  hatred 
of  Them  if  you  do  not  wish  to  excite  distrust  in  them  which  may 
take  away  the  courage  they  need  to  defend  Themselves  properly. 
On  the  contrary  I  Exhort  you  to  put  on  a  good  Face  before  them 
and  to  Encourage  them  to  sustain  what  they  have  already  so 
Vigorously  kept  up  until  our  arrival ;  for  If,  at  first,  we  behave 
otherwise  towards  them,  the  Penards  will  nut  fail  to  take 
advantage  of  such  a  division  to  win  froiu  us  all  the  advautngos 
we  might  give  them  on  this  occasion."  It  was  not  long  before 
we  Were  attacked  a  second  time  by  Ponarvls,  wlio  endeavored 
to  surround,  and  capture  us,  and  wlien  night  came,  they  Deputed 
two  of  tlieir  number  to  si^'ak  to  me  in  order  to  ascertain  our 
position  in  our  sliglit  entrenchment.  Tliey  stated,  as  a  ]>rotext, 
tliat  they  wanted  tlie  niglit  for  rest  that  In^tb  sides  uiight  sleep; 
that,  in  order  to  do  so  without  distnist,  one  of  them  would  sleep 
with  us  while  one  of  our  pa>plo  should  go  and  sleep  with  the 
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other  at  their  fort.    They  thought  thereby  to  banish  all  sus- 
picion from  our  minds.    I  Was,  however,  informed  by  a  fol 
Avoine  who  had  Overheard  what  one  of  the  Uenards  had  said  to 
his  Comrade,  respecting  the  steps  they  were  to  take  during  our 
sleep,  telling  him  that  as  soon  as  he  found  us  Asleep,  he  would 
slip  away  and  warn  the  Ivenards,  who  would  at  once  attack  us. 
Being  aw^are  of  their  design,  I  took  no  steps,  and  told  tliem  at 
once  to  withdraw  and  that  before  the  night  w^as  half  over,  they 
would  find  me  nearer  their  fort  than  they  expected ;  that  I  Was 
in  no  humor  to  receive  their  compliments,  after  they  had  in- 
sulted me  as  they  had  done  on  my  arrival.    It  is  true  that  those 
two  Eenards  had  chosen  that  time  solely  for  the  pur])ose  of 
watching  what  we  might  be  doing  during  the  night,  to  Prevent 
us  from  working  at  our  entrenchment.    We  Had  received  a  re- 
inforcement of  ten  Puant  warriors  who  Had  crossed  over  to  our 
assistance  when  they  saw  that  we  had  come  to  defend  them. 
Meanwhile,  the  Renards  had  already  asked  beforehand  to  speak 
to  me  and  begged  me  to  Hear  them  before  going  further,  and  the 
folles  avoines,  Being  anxious  to  know  their  tlioughts,  urged  me 
to  Hear  them  for  a  moment.    But  I  replied:    ^^What  do  you 
wish  to  Hear  from  those  evil  men  ?    They  are  capable  only  of 
betraying  you  and  me  also.    Therefo/e  I  refuse  positively  to 
Listen  lo  their  evil  speeches.'^    The  folles  avoines  persisted  in 
asking  me  to  Listen  to  them  since  they  addressed  themselves 
to  me  only,  and  finally  I  consented,  making  Them  understand 
that  If  I  did  so,  it  was  solely  through  regard  for  Tlicm,  and 
because  they  urged  me  to  it.    Then  the  Pcnards  s|x)ke  to  me 
as  follows:    "We  Know  that  thou  hast  come  here  solely  to  pro- 
tect those  dogs  whom,  without  thee,  we  should  have  enton.  They 
are  cowards  who  have  already  sacrificed  us  not  long  ago  to  our 
own  Enemies,  and  who  have  outraged  thee  thyself  in  the  ten- 
derest  spot  thou  couldst  expert,  by  delivering  into  our  hands 
thine  own  ChihlnMi  that  we  might  drink  thcMr  bKx>d.    And  we 
are  surprised  that  thou  shouldst  disphiy  such  Ard(U\  on  ht^lialf 
of  pco]>lo  who  are  so  little  worthy  of  thy  ]u-oteotion."    1  replied 
at  once  that  T  had  resolvcMl  to  li(dp  \hc  Vunnts,  solely  because  I 
still  I'clieved  thcni  to       true  children  of  (Uiontit>,  their  father, 
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to  ^vllom  they  liad  promised  fealty  last  year  and  that,  having 
Been  warned  of  the  Eenards'  wickedness  and  treachery  on  all 
occasions,  I  could  not  rely  on  their  word,  adding  that  I  conld 
not  Trust  them,  after  all  the  treacherous  acts  of  which  they 
had  heen  guilty  Towards  the  French  whom  they  had  hetrayed 
on  several  occasions ;  that  If  it  AVere  true  that  the  puants  had 
acted  as  tliey  (the  Ilenards)  said  they  had,  I  would  Avenge 
myself  on  Them  Without  requiring  the  Assistance  of  anyhody, 
but  that,  before  doing  so,  I  wished  to  ascertain  the  whole  Truth. 
While  I  was  holding  this  Conversation  with  them,  they  were 
posting  two  parties  in  Ambush  About  an  arpent  from  ray  posi- 
tion. I  noticed  this  at  the  time,  and  as  I  already  had  some 
Wounded,  I  was  somewhat  at  a  Loss  as  to  how  I  should  save 
them  because  it  w^as  impossible  for  them  to  walk.  I  neverthe- 
less ventured  to  Attempt  to  reach  the  fort  of  the  Puants  who,  in 
the  darkness,  had  Sent  me  three  canoes  to  facilitate  the  removal 
of  my  Wounded.  This  was  effected  with  the  greatest  precau- 
tions ;  I  myself  went  to  beguile  the  Eenards  with  many  threats, 
while  my  Wounded  were  Embarked  in  the  canoes.  That  night, 
Being  the  second  from  the  day  on  which  I  arrived,  I  also  gained 
the  fort  of  the  Puants;  shortly  afterwards,  in  spite  of  all  the 
shots  fired  at  us  by  the  Renards  while  crossing,  against  which  we 
protected  ourselves  quite  easily  in  the  darkness  of  a  night  that 
seemed  given  us  to  favor  our  retreat. 

On  entering  the  fort,  I  found  only  people  mourning  and 
ashamed  at  the  Sight  of  their  Deliverers.  I  therefore  hastened 
to  call  out  in  a  loud  voice,  ^'What  arc  you  thinking  of,  you 
puants  who  are  our  brothers,  and  wliy  are  you  in  Such  deep 
sorrow,  at  a , time  when  you  should  rejoice  at  Seeing  one  of  tlie 
elders  of  onontio,  your  father,  coming  to  your  a?sistanco,  for 
it  is  true  that  I  Am  here  solely  for  the  purpose  of  saving  your 
lives  and  of  delivering  you  from  the  hands  of  those  evil  mm  who 
seem  anxious  to  destroy  you  without  sparing  a  single  one  of  you  ? 
Arm  yourselves,  therefore,  with  joy  and  courage  and  act  like 
those  whom  I  have  brought  with  me  and  who  are  your  brotliors, 
tliinking  of  nothing  hut  defending  your  Lives  and  those  of  your 
wives  and  Children  and  of  all  yo\ir  allies." 
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A  fol  Avoine,  an  Old  man,  and  a  woman  who  Were  then  the 
only  members  of  that  tribe  amongst  the  Puants,  were  the  first 
to  present  themselves  to  me  and  they  told  me  and  their  people, 
that  they  begged  me  to  take  revenge  while  it  was  in  my  power  on 
the  Piiants,  whom  they  considered  their  chief  Enemies,  after 
the  cowardly  deed  they  had  committed  by  Handing  over  their 
brothers  to  the  fury  of  the  Renards,  and  they  added  that, 
without  my  assistance,  they  could  not  have  Hoped  for  four  hours 
of  life,  from  the  thorough  knowledge  they  had  of  the  evil  hearts 
of  the  Puants.  When  our  people,  the  folles  avoines.  Heard  these 
words,  they  were  On  the  point  of  forgetting  what  they  had 
promised  me,  to  keep  silent  on  the  Subject  as  I  had  requested 
them,  and  of  asking  me  almost  positively  to  Promise  to  allow 
them  to  take  their  revenge  in  the  fort  itself.  I  diverted  their 
attention  at  the  moment  in  order  to  induce  them  to  think  that 
the  only  thing  to  be  done  theii  was  to  try  and  win  a  victor}^  over 
the  Eenards,  Their  crudest  Enemies,  and  I  told  them  that  I 
would  afterwards  think  of  the  steps  I  would  take  with  regard  to 
the  Puants.  Wlien  day  came  the  puants,  who  were  somewhat 
reassured  by  what  I  had  said  to  them,  thought  of  nothing  else 
but  of  fighting  together  with  us  Without  any  apprehension,  for 
the  Renards  never  ceased  firing  at  us  continually  without  inter- 
ruption. Oti  the  third  day,  the  Renards  asked  for  s]x?ech 
with  me  and  for  a  cessation  of  hostilities  for  a  time,  that  they 
mielit  represent  ro  me  what  they  had  already  said  to  me  con- 
cerning my  taking  the  part  of  the  Puauts,  adding  that  If  I 
would  visit  their  fort  it  Avould  afford  them  a  real  pleasure;  that 
their  young  men  would  receive  me  with  open  arms,  in  tlie  IToj'te 
that  I  would  inspire  all  with  good  sense.  "Rut,  although  they 
seemed  sincere,  judging  by  tlie  manner  in  wliich  they  gave  mo  to 
understand  this,  I  nevertheless  placed  no  reliance  on  what  they 
said  and  considered  that  they  wanted  to  sot  a  tra])  for  mo  in 
order  to  take  mo  casil3\  But,  as  T  did  not  wisli  tliein  to  see  at 
Once  that  I  fathomed  their  designs,  I  Contented  myself  with 
telling  tliem  that  T  could  not  consent  to  their  proposal  Witliout 
alanning  my  Children  who  would  j)orliaj>s  bo  afraid  of  hosing 
their  father  tlirough  sucli  an  act  of  Folly;  that,  so  far  as  T  was 
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concerned,  Were  I  Alone,  I  would  willingly  visit  them  without 
fear  of  death,  all  the  more  so  that  I  had  never  feared  it,  and 
before  they  could  kill  me  I  should  probably  kill  several  of  their 
number;  but  that  as  I  Was  at  the  head  of  a  small  band  of  the 
faithful  Chihlren  of  onontio,  The  father  of  all  tlie  jSTations,  I 
must  be  careful  not  to  abandon  them  and  that,  far  from  doing 
so,  I  could  assure  them  that  they  would  always  Find  me  at  their 
head  to  encourage  them;  that  I  merely  asked  them  to  resist 
this  paltry  Attack,  as  I  myself  would,  without  fear.  It  is  true, 
Monsieur,  that  in  order  to  give  the  Renards  reason  to  Dread 
that  we  might  in  the  future  inflict  a  disastrous  blow  on  them 
(not  knowing  when  we  might  be  able  to  get  away  from  there),  I 
added  that,  as  my  flag  Was  planted  in  their  Siglit,  it  would  never 
be  taken  down  until  my  deatli,  and  that  they  might  expect  to 
see  a  similar  one  before  long.  I  Considered  that  the  famine 
from  which  we  already  suffered  would  continue ;  the  Puanta 
had  suffered  from  it  for  nearly  four  or  Ave  days  before  I  entered 
their  fort,  being  reduced  to  eating  bear  skins  and  similar 
things,  while  I  myself  and  all  my  people  were  obliged  to  follow 
their  Example  for  five  Days.  About  seven  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth  day  of  our  Fight,  The  Eenards,  seeing  that  we 
Avere  detei-mined  to  resist  Theiu  for  a  long  wliile,  asked  me 
whether  I  had  lost  many  of  my  Children  ;  they  said  they  Knew 
very  well  that  they  had  seen  several  fall  On  the  sjwt  and  that  if 
I  would  tell  them  the  Truth  they  would  do  the  sanu-^  in  this 
Eespect.  I  replied  that,  although  I  had  no  Account  to  render 
them  in  the  matter,  T  Avas  willing,  in  order  to  Sntisfy  them,  to 
let  them  know  that  I  was  no  weaker  on  that  day  than  on  tlie  first 
day  of  the  fight;  tliat  the  fnct  of  their  liaving  Isilled  five  or  six 
of  my  ])cople,  and  having  Wounded  as  many  moro  would  not 
Prevent  my  vanquishing  them.  In  Kad  1  lind  lost  one  French- 
man who  was  killed  On  the  spot,  while  two  others  were  woun<led, 
one  dangerously;  three  foUes  avoines  also  had  l>een  killed  and 
seven  wounded.  They  admitted  that  fifteen  liad  Invn  killed  and 
wounded  on  their  Side;  we  Were  sure  of  Seven  whose  lu\ul<  we 
had  cut  off.  T  Know  not,  IMonsieur,  whether  al  that  moment 
terror  did  not  take  possession  of  the  hearts  of  that  wielanl  Na- 
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tion,  for  from  that  time  thej  secretly  sent  out  of  tlieir  forts,  The 
old  men,  the  women,  and  the  Children  that  they  might  fly  in 
advance  of  them,  the  warriors  only  remaining  to  face  ns  nntil 
nighl,  of  whose  protection  it  was  natnral  for  ns  to  presume  that 
they  also  took  ad\'antage  to  withdraw.  On  the  following  day, 
which  Avas  the  fifth  of  onr  Oondjat,  we  ob.-erved  Kavens  alighting 
in  their  forts;  this  left  us  no  doubt  that  they  Were  no  longer 
there,  and  Induced  us  at  the  same  time  to  go  there  without 
distrust.  AVe  found  that  they  had  fled  somewhat  precipitately, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  left  behind  them  a  portion  of  their  effects 
and  all  their  apaJvois  (of  which  they  generally  make  their  Cab- 
ins).^ I  at  once  resolved  to  retire  to  my  post.  Taking  with  me 
all  the  Puants,  whom  I  left  on  the  Way  at  la  Baye,  where  they 
EvStablished  themselves  in  a  fort. 

Some  time  after  my  return,  the  folles  avoines  came  to  speak  to 
me  with  a  Collar  and  some  branches  of  porcelain,  saying:  ^*My 
father,  thou  Knowest  that  we  have  always  kept  our  mouths 
closed  until  now  Regarding  the  cowardice  and  black  perfidy  dis- 
played against  us  by  the  puants  in  Delivering  our  brothers  to 
the  Eenards  to  be  eaten,  because  thou  hadst  begged  us  not  to 
take  revenge  for  it  while  we  Wore  in  their  country  and  in  a  posi- 
tion to  do  so;  but  today  we  ask  thee  as  a  favor  to  permit  us  to 
destroy  them  A\hilo  tlicy  are  hero  near  us."  I  told  them  at 
once  that  I  would  willingly  consent  were  it  not  thai  the  l\ratter 
seemed  to  me  to  demand  considerable  attention  and  that,  as  I 
was  About  to  start  for  ^lissilinndvinac  for  tlio  purpose  of  dili- 
gently informing  their  father  Onontio  of  everything  that  Had 
happened  from  the  day  of  my  arrival  among  Them  to  tliat  of 
my  departure  whicli  would  shortly  take  ]daco,  T  bc^agcd  them  to 
defer  the  destruction  of  the  Puant  \intil  their  fatlKU'  onontio 
had  himself  decided  it;  and  that  by  doing  so  ihcv  woidd  con- 
vince me  of  their  good  dispositions  and  perfect  obedience. 

They  also  told  me,  ^lonsicur,  that  aft(U'  the  VAvw  ihcy  had 

1  The  apaqnuis  wore  mats  made  of  roods,  which  most  ot  Wis- 
consin Indians  used  in  mnkint;-  cabins,  and  for  many  oHior  purposos. 
Soe  Wis.  Ifist.  CoUs.,  xvi.  pp.  COG.  :](;S.  3r.O.  37J.— En. 
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struck  At  the  Renards  with  the  Outaouoys  hist  Summer,  they 
had  heen  invited  by  the  latter  to  accompany  them  once  more 
and  that  thus  If  they  Came  to  ask  the  same  thin^;  of  tliem  this 
year  they  would  go  with  pleasure  and  requested  me  to  place 
myself  at  their  head. 


1730:    FRENCH    AND    INDIANS    GATHER    TO    ATTACK  THE 

FOXES 

[Letter  of  commandant  at  Detroit  (Deschaillons)  to  Beauharnois, 
dated  Aug.  22,  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  IMinistdre  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  53,  c.  11,  fol.  207-214."] 

Monsieur — I  have  the  honor  to  inform  You  that  a  Savage 
has  just  arrived  from  the  river  St.  Joseph  who  reports  that  two 
days  previous  to  His  departure  two  ]\rascoutin  couriers  had 
arrived  in  haste  to  ask  ^Monsieur  dcvilliers  for  Assistance  and 
for  powder;  that  they  had  taken  only  two  days  to  come  from 
their  country.  Such  is  the  news  told  me  hy  the  Savae'c  Avho 
has  arrived  here  that  the  mascoutin  couriers  had  given  at  the 
river  St.  joseph,  Namely,  ]\ronsieur,  that  tlie  renards  were  light- 
ing with  the  illinois,  hetween  le  rocher^  and  the  ouiatanon. 
AVlien  the  ]^()ux,"  mascoutius,  and  quiquajxuix  Learned  this,  they 
marched  thither,  and  while  they  advanced  hy  slow  stages  he- 
cause  they  had  with  Them  a  wounded  man  whom  ihey  were 
obliged  to  carry,  A  couple  of  young  men  pushed  alien d  ;  h\it, 
after  marching  a  short  distance,  those  two  young  ukmi  saw  in 
a  plain  the  renards  fighting  against  the  ilinois:  they  nt  once 
came  back  to  warn  the  main  body  of  Their  troops,  who  fell 
Upon  the  renards.  Conseipiently  the  renards  found  themselves 
by  lliis  alt;i('k  IkmhhkmI  in  by  (lie  iliiuus  on  one  side  and  on  the 

iFor  location  of  this  Illinois  landmark,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp. 
100,  'M'i.    Also  Parkman,  La  Salle  (Boston,  1879),  p.  15G.— En. 
2 The  Potawatomi.— El). 
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other  by  the  poux,  Q\iiqnapoiix,  and  mascoutins.  But  hardly 
Had  the  last  mentioned  tribes  attacked  the  renards,  trusting  that 
the  ilinois  would  keep  them  in  check  on  the  other  side,  when, 
on  the  contrary,  the  ilinois  took  to  flight.  In  this  first  attack 
Seven  poux  were  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died;  two 
quiquapoux  of  the  river  St.  Joseph  who  Had  Settled  among  The 
Sasquis  [Sauk],  Avere  also  killed.  This  will  have  a  very  good 
Effect  because  the  Sasquis  Are  said  to  be  excited  against  the 
renards  which  was  far  from  being  the  case  before.  Several 
renards  were  wounded  also,  and  some  are  even  believed  to  have 
been  killed.  The  renards  cried  out  to  the  quiquapoux  And  to 
the  Mascoutins  that  they  would  make  their  Supper  off  them, 
but  mandiche,  the  great  chief  of  The  poux  replied  to  them  that 
it  was  they  who  would  Serve  as  food  for  all  the  tribes.  The 
renards  cried  out^some  Time  afterward  that  they  were  not  far 
from  the  ouiatanous,  but  that  the^^  Would  bo  dead  before  reach- 
ing there,  because  they  had  just  observed  the  approach  of  men 
on  horseback.  It  is  believed  that  these  are  llonsieur  de  Vin- 
cenne  with  His  people.  The  French  of  cahosquia  also  told  the 
Ilinois  not  to  go  To  war  because  they  Knew  not  how  to  fight 
And  because  they  Were  'women ;  but  that  they  were  Going  to 
start  with  their  negi*oes  to  Help  their  people  who  were  attacked 
And  to  defeat  the  renards.  They  Are  already  a  party  of  con- 
siderable numbers,  for  the  Ilinois  who  had  fled  Have  come  back 
and  Have  joined  the  ])oux,  quiquapoux,  and  ^^Eascoutins.  They 
have  all  dug  pits  in  the  ground  wherein  to  shelter  Themselves, 
and  the  renards  Are  on  a  Avoodcd  Islet;  but  If  they  remain  on 
it  there  is  every  appearance  that  they  may  be  defeated  for  the 
Savage  who  has  arrived  from  river  St  Joseph  says  tJiat  Mon- 
sieur de  villiers  is  to  start  with  all  his  peo])le,  wlio  tliia  time 
appear  to  bo  fairly  Willing.  He  adds  also  (hat  Monsieur  de 
Villiers  has  done  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  to  ask  for  the 
Aid  of  Our  Savages;  but  those  loiters  have  not  yet  arrived,  and 
iintil  they  come  our  Savages  will  not  start  for  they  are  a  little 
Suspicious  of  the  news.  Father  Ivichardy  told  mo  however 
that  ho  had  received  yesterday  Evening  a  letter  from  father 
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Messager/  the  ]\[issionary  at  the  river  St  Joseph,  giving  him 
the  same  news  that  The  Savage  has  brought  me  with  the  excei> 
tion  of  a  few  details.  This  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  thing 
Is  true.  The  poux  here  seem  very  determined  to  go,  and  so 
are  a  party  of  oiitawas;  but  only  a  few  of  the  hurons,  because 
eighty  remained  of  the  party  who  marched  in  the  Spring. 
iN'evertheless  five  of  them  arrived  eight  days  ago  who  brought 
a  scalp  from  the  Cliicachias but  it  is  hoped  tliat  the  others 
may  rejoin  tlie  army  because  they  are  supposed  to  be  now^  near 
the  ouiatanons  Acccording  to  the  route  by  which  they  said  they 
would  Come.  It  Would  be  a  good  And  sure  Reinforcement. 
The  reiiards  liave  also  Said  that  they  expected  shoilly  a  strong 
party  of  Iroquois,  who  were  coming  to  join  them  to  facilitate 
the  passage  and  to  enable  them  to  Withdraw  into  the  Iroquois 
country.  They  have  perhaps  said  this  to  Frighten  the  other 
tribes,  but  it  is  very  Certain,  Monsieur,  that  the  iroquois  Are 
great  scoundrels,  and  that  they  daily  Scatter  collars  among  all 
the  tribes  Avho  Are  Stirred  u])  l)y  the  Englisli  and  who  Are  very 
much  opposed  to  us.  If  our  peo]>le  start  T  find  myself  o])b'ged 
to  give  them  powder  and  ball  as  tliey  liave  already  given  me  to 
Understand;  but  I  shall  do  so  wilh  all  tlie  discretion  in  my 
power.  If  the  news  turns  out  true,  and  should  any  fiuht  of 
any  consequence  occur,  I  sliall  take  the  liberty  of  sending  a 
special  messenger  to  give  you  news  of  it,  for  I  think  thai  this 
is  the  last  courier  who  will  leave  from  here  this  year. 

lArmand  de  la  Ricliardie,  Jesuit  missionary  (o  the  Huron  at 
Detroit,  was  born  in  IGSG,  came  to  Canada  in  172r>,  and  in  172S  was 
assif^nod  to  the  Huron  mission,  where  he  remained  until  ahout  1753. 
He  died  at  Quebec  in  1758.  For  skptch  of  l\itlior  Mosaigor  (Messager), 
see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  446. — Ei>. 

^The  Chickasaw,  a  Southern  tribe,  whose  villages  were  In  what 
is  now  Tennessee  and  nortluM-n  INliysissippi  and  Alabama;  I  bey  were 
hostile  to  Ib.e  Fi(>nch  and  to  the  l-'i'Micli  Indians —Ki). 
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1730:     RIVER  OF  THE  WEST  RISES  NEAR  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Letter  of  Beaiiliarnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  15,  1730, 
accompanying  a  map  designed  to  endorse  the  project  of  La  Verendrye.i 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  52,  c.  11,  fol.  218."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  tlie  honor  to  Send  you  a  Copy  of  a 
Map  of  the  course  of  the  river  of  the  west,  made  by  the  savage 
Ochagac  and  others. 

If  the  account  of  these  savages  is  accurate  that  river  must 
discharge  above  California.  The  Sieur  Chaussegros  has  traced, 
from  the  Sieur  de  I'lsle's"  map  on  a  llyiiig  sheet,  the  course  of 
that  river  reduced  according  to  the  map.  He  finds  that  the 
Eiver  discharges  toward  the  Entrance  discovered  by  Martin 
J)nguihir.'*  lie  has  also  reduccMl  the  Savages'  map  on  which 
there  are  three  Scales  while  his  is  drawn  to  one  only  and  sliows 

3  Pierre  Gaiiltier  de  Varennes,  sieur  de  la  Verendrye,  was  the  son  of 
a  Canadian  colonist  and  Marie  Boucher,  sister  of  Perri^re  and  Mont- 
brun.  He  was  horn  in  1G85,  and  crossing  to  Europe  served  in  (he "War 
of  the  Spanish  Succession,  and  was  severely  wounded  at  Malplaquet. 
In  172G  he  was  again  in  New  Fiance,  serving  at  a  small  post  north 
of  Lake  Superior.  There  he  met  Indiana,  whose  description  of  a  great 
river  to  the  west  fired  his  zeal  for  exploration.  He  sent  two  memor- 
ials to  the  governor  on  this  subject,  the  second  of  which  is  printed 
in  Suite,  Histoire  dea  Canadiens  Fran^ais  (Montreal,  1882),  vi,  pp. 
145-150.  In  this  he  speaks  of  a  map  made  by  the  savage  Ochagac,  to 
which  Beauharnois  alludes  in  this  document,  and  which  we  here  pre- 
sent in  reduced  facsimile.  For  the  later  history  of  Verendrye's  explor- 
ations, see  Parkman,  Half  Century  of  Conflict  (Boston,  1892),  ch.  16; 
Wi^sor,  Mississiiipi  liasin  (Boston.  1895),  ch.  10. — Fn. 

-(lasiuiid  (Hiaust  (\i:,ros  de  Lory  was  a  noted  engineer,  who  built  the 
walls  of  Quebec.  The  Delisles,  Claude  and  (luilliuinif.  lather  and  son, 
were  the  most  noted  French  cartographers  of  thinr  day.  In  170;{  they 
issued  their  lirst  map  of  New  France,  of  which  (here  were  n\imerous 
re-issues,  corrected  to  date. — Ed. 

Martin  Aguilar  was  a  Spanish  discoverer,  who  explored  the  Cali- 
fornia coast  early  in  the  17th  century.  An  inlet  toward  the  north 
(possibly  (he  mouth  of  the  Columhia)  was  calh«d  by  his  uanu<  in  the 
maps  of  the  period. — En. 
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the  whole  course  of  the  river  from  the  height  of  land  beyond 
Lake  Superior  to  above  California.  The  savages  have  traced 
on  the  map  the  up|>er  portion  of  the  Mississippi  river  wliich 
takes  Its  rise  to  the  South  of  Lake  Oniiii])i<iOu,^  and  accord ing 
to  tbe  Sieur  de  I'lsle's  map  the  river  Tiio  Colorado  "vvould  take 
its  rise  a])out  the  same  Spot. 

I  observed  with  the  Sieur  Chaussegros  that  this  country  is 
traversed  by  two  great  rivers  which  take  their  rise  about  the 
middle:  one  flr»ws  toward  the  East  whicli  is  the  St.  Lawrence, 
the  other  to  the  south  which  is  the  mississipy.  There  would 
remain  to  the  west  an  Extent  of  territory  from  Seven  to  eight 
hundred  leagues  in  width,  without  any  large  river  in  it.  This 
would  be  contrary  to  all  the  knowledge  we  have  of  countries 
that  are  known  in  the  world ;  where  in  so  vast  an  Area  there  is 
always  some  great  river  that  traverses  it ;  which  leads  me  to 
think  that  the  savages  may  tell  the  truth,  for  it  is  not  natural 
that  in  so  vast  an  Extent  there  should  not  be  a  great  river ;  and 
it  seems  that  the  river  of  whicli  the  Savages  speak  discliarges 
into  the  southern  sea.  We  know  the  rivers  indicated  on  the 
Sieur  de  Tlsle's  map  and  according  to  the  course  that  the  Sav- 
ages give  to  the  river  of  the  west,  it  flows  to  the  Entrance  re- 
cently discovered  by  Martin  Daguilar,  where  we  know  of  no 
other  river  above  or  to  the  north 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur.  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauiiarnots 

Quebec,  October  15th,  1730. 
>  L.iUe  Winnipeg. — Ed. 
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1730:    COPPER  MINES  NEAR  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[The  first  is  a  letter  dated  Oct.  18,  1730,  translated  from  a  transcript 
from  the  Paris  archives,  in  Macalester  College  library,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
and  published  in  Macalester  College  ContrihiLtiojis,  1st  Series,  No.  4, 
pp.  112,  113.  The  second  is  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart 
to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  22,  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Min- 
istere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  52, 
c.  11,  fol.  103."] 

We  cannot  as  yet  write  anything  positive  as  to  the  situation, 
extent,  and  richness  of  the  copper  mine  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  bay  of  Chagouamigon.  The  officer  whom  Monsieur  de 
Bcanharnois  sent  to  find  ont  abont  it,  has  not  been  able  to  en- 
ligliten  ns  on  the  subject,  as  has  been  desired.  He  contented 
himself  with  bringing  iis  a  piece  of  copper  weighing  eighteen 
pounds,  which  has  the  odor,  color,  and  weiglit  of  ordinary  red 
copper.  This  ingot  was  given  him  by  a  savage  from  that  locality, 
without  his  being  able  to  learn  from  him  the  situation  of  this 
mine,  in  order  to  go  there.  The  savages  are  superstitious  about 
these  sorts  of  discoveries.  They  feel  they  would  rather  die  than 
reveal  them.  If  we  can  get  any  more  pre<?ise  knowledge  con- 
corning  this  mine,  we  will  have  the  honor  of  rendering  you  an 
account  of  it,  and  the  measures  necessary  for  transportation. 
We  will  neglect  no  means  of  ascertaining. 


MoNSEiGNEUR — We  havG  received  the  letter  that  you  did 
us  the  honor  of  Writing  to  us  on  the  28th  of  l\rarch  last. 
Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  sent  orders  in  the  spring  to  the 
officer  commaTiding  at  la  pointe  de  Chagouamigon  to  obtain  all 
tho  necessary  Information  respecting  tlio.  situation,  iho  oxtcnt, 
and  also  the  quality  of  the  Ooppor  mine  in  the  Noighb(U'h(xxi  of 
that  post.  ITo  has  not  yet  received  news  from  him.  TTope 
to  be  in  a  Position  to  give  you  information  on  this  matter  next 
Year.  Monsienr  de  Beauharnois  lias  recommended  tho  officers 
and  Voyageurs  to  notify  him  of  all  the  discoveries  that  they  may 
make  and  which  may  alTcct  the  welfare  of  the  Colony. 

Monsieur  liocquart  informs  us,  IVbuiseignenr,  by  a  ju'ivato 
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Letter  of  the  P'osition  of  affairs  of  brotlier  CLrestion  Avith  his 
creditors. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneiir,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  seiTants 

Beauiiaexoi-s 

Hoc  QUAE  T 

Quebec,  October  22nd,  1730. 


1730:    LIGNERY  ACQUITTED  OF  MISBEHAVIOUR  IN  1728 

[Letter  of  Hocqiiart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  23,  1870.  IMS. 
in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  53,  c.  11,  fol.  174."] 

MoNSEiGNEim — I  have  received  tlie  Letter  that  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  SHth  of  April  last.  We  have 
had  the  honor  of  rendering  you  an  account  jointly,  ^Fonsicur 
the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  and  myself,  of  what  occurred 
respecting  Monsieur  de  Lignery's  affair,  and  we  Sent  you  the 
proceedings  and  the  judgment  rendered  by  the  Court  Martial 
assembled  for  that  Object.  It  did  not  appear  to  the  nfficors 
composing  the  Court  thnt  there  was  nny  ]u-oof  tliat  the  Sicur 
de  Lignery  had  misbehaved  either  as  regards  the  expedition 
under  his  charge  and  the  purchases  of  Provisions  that  he  caused 
to  be  effected  at  Michilimakinac,  or  the  munitious  that  he  left 
al,  that  post.  ITe  was  acquitted  aud  relieved  of  every  charge. 
Lor  my  part,  T  did  everything  in  my  power  to  throw 
Light  upon  the  Sieur  de  LigTiery's  conduct.  I  cau.-^cd  tlic  Sicur 
Dulaurent  and  Martel,  the  Storekeeper  or  CommissMvy  of  Sujv 
plies  who  Followed  the  detachment,  to  be  heard.  1  Wrote  early 
in  the  spring  to  the  Sieur  Dubuisson  to  sell  the  reuiaindcr  of 
the  munitions  left  at  Michilimakinac.  That  otlicvr  answered 
me  on  the  10th  of  July  that  he  had  offered  them  {or  saU\  but 
that  there  were  so  few  articles  and  these  were  in  so  wrctcln^l  a 
Condition  that  tlie  voyageiirs  \vo\dd  barc^lv  coiu](\'^ceud  to  look 
at  them;  that  the  artich^s  will  always  remain  in  the  Condition 
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in  ^vhich  tliey  were  left  with  him  with  the  exception  of  2  or  3 
pounds  of  vermilion,  a  little  black  tobacco,  and  three  ponnds  of 
thread  of  which  he  has  made  use  to  give  some  presents  to  the 
savages.  Such  is  the  account  given  me  by  the  Sieur  Dnbuisson. 
I  had  the  honor,  Monseigneur,  to  inform  you  last  year  that  of 
these  goods,  some  to  the  amount  of  1384  livres,  G  sols,  3  deniers, 
were  taken  and  Used  in  paying  the  garrison  during  the  year 
1728,  the  Special  account  of  which  has  Been  established  and 
included  in  the  Statement  of  the  sales  made  to  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur, Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

HOCQUART 

Quebec,  October  23r(l,  1730. 


1730:     SERVICES  OF  DE  NOYAN 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated, 
Oct.  23,  1730.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  53,  c.  11, 
fol.  1C7.] 

Monseigneur — 

Messieurs  de  Longueuil  and  de  Noyon  are  going  tx3  France  on 
the  ship  la  Marguerite  belonging  to  the  Sieur  fleury.  The  latter 
seemed  to  me  thoroughly  well-informed  regarding  The  uppor 
country  and  detroit  in  particular.  Tie  communiontod  to  mo  tlio 
project  he  sent  you  last  year.  Ife  is  ])articiilarly  anxio\is  nbo\it 
The  construction  of  a  bark  on  Lake  Erie  for  the  cx^nvoynnce  of 
furs;  and  his  suggestion  that  the  Commandant  of  detroit  should 
not  carry  on  any  trade,  seems  to  be  in  tbe  interest  of  tlie  s(M-vi(V. 
Put  it  would  not  bo  advisable  at  present  to  abandon  any  of  tho 
posts  where  the  French  are  established.  That  officer  paspoa  for 
an  intelligent  man,  thoroughly  disintcrestod  and  zealous  for 
The  service.    He  spent  only  24  hours  in  Qnrb(^»  and  1  liad  not 
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time  to  obtain  from  Him  all  the  inforaiation  which  he  will 
communicate  to  You,  Monseigneur,  in  detail. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monsei^eur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

HOCQUAKT 

QrEDcc,  October  23rd,  1730. 


1730:    DUBUISSON  REPORTS  CONDITION  OF  THE  FOXES 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  28, 
1730.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  52,  c.  11,  fol.  222.] 

Monseigneur — Monsieur  Duluiisson,  wlio  lias  returned 
from  Michilimakinac,  has  given  me  no  otlier  news  tlinn  that 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  l)y  the  King's  sliip  with 
this  difference,  Monseigneur,  that  the  ojunion  of  all  tlie  nations 
is  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Eenards  not  to  die  of  hunger  for 
they  have  Been  harassed  on  all  sides,  tlioy  are  bunlonod  with  a 
very  large  number  of  women  and  Cliiklren,  and  have  not  had 
time  to  Sow  anything. 

That  officer,  Monseigneur^  has  been  deeply  affected  at  not 
finding  Himself  among  tlie  number  of  tliose  who  have  been 
fortnnato  enough  to  obtain  The  Cross  of  St  Tvouis.  Tie  has 
received  three  wounds  on  liis  Body:  two  from  gun-shots,  and  the 
third  from  an  arrow.  ITo  is  one  of  the  greatest  Wari  i(U-s  liere. 
He  left  the  Post  of  Micliilimakinac  solely  because  there  i>  no 
otlier  food  there  but  Fish  which  entirely  disngivos  with  jiorsons 
who  are  Subject  to  nephritis.  He  has  had  a  very  severe  attack 
of  it.  He  has  a  son  who  is  tall  and  well  fornunl  and  vcu'v  well 
suited  for  War. 

The  movement,  Monseigneur,  that  has  taken  ]daee  at  all  the 
Posts  against  the  Tienards  lias  liad  an  excellent  effect  by  jnuting 
a  stop  to  the  too  lH)ld  Discourses  of  thi^  savages  against  the 
French. 
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I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beaukarnois 

QuEiJicc,  October  28th,  1730.  ' 


1730:    VICTORY  OVER  THE  FOXES 

[A  letter  of  Nov.  2,  1730,  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the 
French  Minister,  giving  news  of  De  Viiliers's  victory,  is  to  be  found 
in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  107,  308. 

The  two  following  circumstantial  accounts  are  translated  from 
transcripts  of  MSS.  in  tbe  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Pari.s, 
€ollection  Moreau-Saint  Mery,  vol.  9,  f.  11,  1727-1731.  There  are  in 
that  volume  five  documents  describing  this  defeat;  but  on  examination 
these  prove  to  be  but  two  different  accounts.  The  first,  which  is  evi- 
dently from  an  Illinois  source,  is  found  in  folios  140  and  322.  Tbe 
former  is  wrongly  dated  1728,  having  been  inserted  by  an  ignorant 
archivist,  who  noted  that  date  near  the  beginning  of  the  document. 
That  found  in  folio  322,  bears  date,  Sept.  9,  1730;  but  as  that  was  the 
day  after  the  Foxes'  sortie,  as  appears  by  the  document,  it  seems  prob- 
able that  the  latter  portion  was  written  some  days  later.  The  second 
document  is  a  letter  from  De  Villiers  to  Beauharnois,  dated  Sept. 
23d,  1730;  it  is  from  folio  314.  That  in  folio  324  is  identical,  and  that 
of  folio  312  an  extract.] 

The  Eenards,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Maskoutins  and 
quikapous,  had  waged  open  war  upon  us  and  our  Savage  allies 
for  many  years;  they  Surprised  our  detachments,  carried  off 
our  Voyageurs,  frustrated  all  our  plans  and  Harassed  us  Even 
in  our  settlements,  which  we  could  Cultivate  only  with  weapons 
at  hand.  Attempts  had  been  made  on  several  occopions  to 
destroy  them;  Eut  lack  of  Concert,  the  Spirit  of  self-interest, 
and  the  bad  Management  of  those  who  at  various  times  wore 
Entrusted  with  That  undertaking,  always  caused  it  to  miscarry. 
Finally  an  event  occurred  that  Brought  about  tlicir  disunion 
and  the  destruction  of  the  renards. 

In  the  month  of  October  of  Tlie  year  1728,  A  band  of  (}uika- 
pou'S  Juul  ^rnskonlins  cajilurcd  on  llio  "Missisipy  S(^vcnlcon 
Frcn('hi:i(>n  who  Wim^  going  down  from  tlio  Sioux  («^  llu^  lllin«>ifl. 
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They  deliberated  at  first  as  to  Whether  they  should  Burn  them 
or  hand  thern  over  to  the  Renards  Avho  demanded  them.  But 
father  Guigiias,  a  Jesuit  Missionary,  who  was  among  the  pris- 
oners, won  their  Confidence,  and  finally  Succeeded  in  detaching 
them  from  the  Renards,  and  in  inducing  them  to  sue  for  peace 
with  us.  He  himself,  after  Five  months  Captivity,  Came  with 
them  to  the  fort  Chartres  where  peace  was  concluded  According 
to  their  Wishes. 

The  Renards,  weakened  and  disconcerted  by  This  division, 
thought  of  taking  Refuge,  by  way  of  the  Ouyatannons,  with  the 
Iroquois,  the  friends  of  the  English.  The  quinka]X)us  and 
Maskoutins  found  out  their  designs  and  notified  all  The  French 
posts  of  Louisiana  and  Canada.  Their  Good  faith  was  doubted 
for  some  tiuK^  and  ^fonsicur  De  St  Ange,  the  Commandant  of 
fort  Chartres/  could  not  induce  the  French  settlers  to  take  the 
Field. 

Meanwhile,  the  Illinois  of  the  Villaii,e  of  Cakokias  Came,  in 
the  month  of  July  1730,  to  tell  us  that  The  Renards  had  taken 
some  of  their  people  prisoners  and  had  Burned  the  son  of  their 
great  Chief  near  le  Rocher  on  the  River  of  the  Illinois.  In 
consequence  of  This  news,  added  to  the  warnings  received  from 
elsewhere,  an  expedition  set  out ;  the  Savages  were  assembled ; 
j\Ionsieur  de  St  Ango  placed  himself  at  thoi  head  of  the  French 
and  on  the  lOlh  of  August  tiie  Latter  Joined  the  three  or  four 
Hundred  Savages  who  had  preceded  them  by  a  few  Days,  bring- 
ing up  our  army  to  a  strength  of  500  men. 

The  quika]H)us,  ^Faskoutin^^  and  Illinois  of  lo  RocIku*  had 
Made  Themscdves  masters  of  the  passes  on  tlie  Xorth  east  sido 
and  this  probably  comjx'lled  the  luMiards  to  build  a  tort  ;it  le 
Rocher,  A  league  below  them,  to  Protect  Tlienisclves  against 
their  Attacks.  We  had  news  of  the  enemy  on  the  12th,  through 
One  nf  our  scout.s  who  told  us  where  their  fort  was  sitmitod ; 
that  lio  had  Connled  a  llnndred  and  I'^leven  Cabins,  and  tb;it 
we  were  at  a  Distance  of  only  two  or  three  Days'  journey  from 
them.    We  therefore  contin\ied  our  nmrch  through  a  Wo<h1(x1 


1  For  biographical  sltetch,  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvl.  p.  443.— Ed. 
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country,  and  on  the  I7th  at  Daybreak  we  came  in  Sight  of  The 
enemy.  We  met  a  band  of  40  men  who  were  out  Hunting  and 
whom  we  Compelled  to  Regain  their  fort. 

This  was  A  small  Grove  of  trees  surrounded  by  a  palisade 
Situated  on  a  gentle  slope  Eising  on  jhe  West  and  ^STorth  west 
Side  on  the  bank  of  a  small  Eiver,  in  such  manner  that  on  the 
East  and  South  east  Sides  they  were  exposed  to  our  fire.  Tlieir 
Cabins  Were  very  small  and  Excavated  in  the  earth  Like  the 
Burrows  of  the  Foxes  from  which  they  take  their  name. 

At  the  sound  of  the  first  gnn-Sliots  the  Quikapous,  ^faskou- 
tins,  and  Illinois  who  had  frequently  come  in  contact  with  tlicir 
bands,  and  who  had  been  waiting  for  Aid  for  A  month,  Joined 
lis  to  the  number  of  200.  Our  men  were  posted,  By  order  of 
Monsieur  de  St  Ange,  so  as  to  Blockade  the  renards,  who  made 
two  unsuccessful  sorties  that  Bay.  Trenches  were  dug  the  Fol- 
lowing night  and  Every  man  worked  to  fortify  Himself  in  the 
post  assigned  to  him. 

On  the  19th,  the  enemy  demanded  a  parley;  they  offered  to 
Biestore  the  captives  they  had  formerly  taken  from  the  Illinois, 
and  in  fact  they  Gave  up  some.  But  it  was  found  that  they 
were  Seeking  only  to  Deceive  us,  and  we  Becommenced  our  fire 
Against  them  on  the  Morrow. 

During  the  following  Days  we  were  Joined  by  50  or  GO 
Frenchmen  and  500  Boiiatamis  and  Sakis  savages  brought  by 
Monsieur  De  Villiers,  the  Commandant  at  the  Biver  St  Joseph, 
Oiiyatannons  and  Beanguichias.^  A  fresh  Barley  took  place. 
The  Benards  begged  for  their  Lives  with  presents  in  their  hands. 
Monsier  De  \^ill('i'S  seemed  inclined  jo  consent  but  His  Party 
was  not  The  most  numerous,  and  he  could  not  Conclnde  anything 
without  the  Consent  of  the  French  and  of  the  Illinois  Snvngoa 
who  Would  not  agree  to  any  compromise. 

Meanwhile  it  was  Found  that  the  Sakis  were  betraying  us. 
Being  the  kindred  and  allies  of  the  Benards,  they  dealt  in  an 
underhand  numner  with  iheni,  supplied  them  with  ninnitions 

iThis  is  either  an  hiatus  in  or  a  corruption  of  the  maniisiTipt  See 
De  VillierH'3  account,  for  tlie  condi^M  of  lliese  two  tr;l)cs — K:). 
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and  took  steps  to  favor  their  escape.  Oiir  Savages,  ^vho  dis- 
covered this  on  the  1st  of  September,  rose  in  a  body  and  were 
about  to  fall  On  the  Sakis,  when  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  at  the 
head  of  100  French  Advanced  to  close  all  avenues  leading  to 
the  fort  on  the  Side  of  the  Sakis,  and  Restored  order. 

We  feigned  not  to  notice  This  Treachery  Until  the  arrival  of 
Monsieur  de  Noielle/  the  Commandant  of  the  Miamis,  who 
came  to  our  Camp  the  same  Day  with  10  Frenchmen  and  200 
Savages.  He  was  the  bearer  of  an  order  from  Monsieur  The 
Governor  of  Canada  forbidding  the  making  of  any  treaty  with 
the  Renards.  A  General  Council  was  held  at  which  the  Sakis 
were  put  to  shame  and  it  was  unanimously  decided  tliiit  The 
enemy  should  be  destroyed. 

But  we,  as  well  as  the  Eenards,  had  Long  been  Suffering 
from  hunger;  our  Savages,  being  Reduced  to  Eating  their 
dressed  hides,  became  Discouraged;  200  Illinois  deserted  on 
the  7th  of  September.  This  bad  example  liad  Xo  Conse- 
quences; the  Renards  were  pressed  more  and  more  closely; 
the  troops  under  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  Built,  at  a  distance  of 
two  pistol-shots,  A  small  fort  destined  to  Cut  off  their  Com- 
munication with  the  River  and  everything  seemed  to  presage 
A  complete  Victory  in  our  favor. 

1  Nicolas  Joseph  des  Noyelles,  Sieiir  de  Fleiirimont,  was  one  of  the 
best  known  officers  in  the  Canadian  service.  Born  in  France  (1G94), 
he  was  ensign  in  the  colonial  troops  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  a 
lieutenant  in  1721,  and  captain  in  1732.  During  the  last  war  with  ihe 
English,  Des  Noyelles  was  lieutenant-colonel  in  command  at  Trois 
Rivieres.  His  earliest  hnown  service  in  the  West  was  among  the 
Miami;  his  unsuccessful  expedition  against  the  Foxes  in  1734  is  de- 
tailed in  the  present  volume.  This  did  not  prevent  his  appointment 
tQ  command  at  Detroit  in  1730,  where  he  served  about  two  years.  In 
1743,  Des  Noyelles  was  appointed  to  succeed  La  Vercndrye  in  p\irsu- 
ing  Northwest  explorations,  and  for  four  years,  with  but  little  success, 
ho  pushed  toward  the  Itocky  Mouniains.  In  1747,  he  was  made  com- 
mandant at  Mackinac,  where,  for  two  years,  his  son  had  been  second 
in  command.  Des  Noyelles  died  before  17G7,  when  bis  eldest  son  was 
living  in  France,  and  the  younger  at  Quebec.  See  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs., 
V,  p.  121,  for  brief  biographical  note. —  Ed. 
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But,  on  the  8tli  of  September,  A  Violent  storm  with  dreadful 
thunder  and  Continual  rain  Interrupted  our  work.  The  Day 
was  Followed  by  a  night  as  E,ainy  as  it  was  dark  and  very  cold. 
The  renards  seized  The  opportunity  and  issued  in  Silence  from 
their  fort.  This  w^as  at  once  perceived  through  the  Crying  of  - 
the  children.  But  what  could  be  done  and  how  was  it  possible 
to  Recognize  anybody  in  Such  Obscurity  ?  There  was  as  much 
Fear  of  killing  our  own  people  as  of  Letting  the  enemy  escape. 
iN'evertheless  all  were  Under  arms  and  the  Savages  advanced 
On  both  flanks  of  the  fugitives  to  be  ready  to  attack  them  as 
soon  as  Day  broke.  Daylight  came  at  last  and  x\ll  set  out  in 
Pursuit.  Onr  Savages,  who  were  fresher  and  more  Vigorous, 
Soon  Overtook  them. 

The  women,  children,  and  Old  men  walked  at  the  head,  and 
the  Warriors  posted  Themselves  in  tlie  rear  to  Protect  theni- 
Their  I'wnks  were  at  once  Broken  and  defeated.  The  number  of 
those  killed  and  captured  w^as  about  300  Warriors,  besides  the 
women  and  children.  It  is  Agreed  on  all  sides  that  not  more 
than  50  or  60  men  Escaped  Without  gims  and  Without  any  of 
the  Implements  for  procuring  their  Subsistence.  The  Illinois 
of  le  rocher,  the  Maskoutins,  and  quikapous  Are  now  in  pursuit 
of  this  small  Remnant  of  fugitives,  and  the  first  news  we  shall 
get  will  tell  us  of  the  total  destruction  of  That  Wretched  Na- 
tion. 

We  do  not  yet  Know  How  many  Warriors  the  Nations  of 
Canada  have  killed  nor  how  many  prisoners  they  have  taken. 

Letter  of  Be  Villiers 

Monsieur — I  Had  the  honor  of  sending  you  a  report  on  my 
first  journey  to  le  rocher,  with  the  nations  to  prevent  tlie  vrnnrds 
from  passing  over  to  The  Iroquois. 

The  first  step  I  hasten  to  take  on  my  arrival  hero,  is  to  des- 
patch to  you  a  canoe,  in  which  I  send  my  son,'  in  order  that  he 

iThis   wa.s,   doubtless,   Louis  Coulon   de  Villiers,  who  afterwards  * 
attacked  Washington  at  Fort  Necessity.    For  a  biographical  sUetcli, 
see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v,  pp.  118,  119.— Ed. 

[  Ji:;  I 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi  xvii 


may  have  the  honor  of  informing  yon  of  the  blow  inflicted  by 
me,  at  the  head  of  the  French  and  savages,  npon  the  renards, 
who  were  going  to  join  The  Iroquois  and  who  were  stopped  by 
The  poutouatamis,  mascoutins,  qnikapoux,  And  The  jllinois 
of  le  rocher. 

On  the  Gth  of  Angiist  two  mascontins  came  to  ns  here,  who 
had  been  Sent  expressly  by  their  chief?,  to  inform  me  that  the 
renards  had  struck  The  poutoualamis,  quikapoux,  mascoutins, 
and  jllinois.  And  the  Latter,  in  revenge,  had  pursued  them  and 
found  them  marching  in  a  body  with  Their  Avomen  and  chil- 
dren in  the  direction  of  the  jroquois;  and  had  come  1o  blows 
with  them.  Our  people  then  numliercd  only  About  Two  hun- 
dred men,  as  one  Hundred  had  been  alloAvcd  to  depart  on  the 
previous  day.  The  attack  began  at  Ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
They  defeated  The  renards  and  put  them  to  flight.  But  tlie  huter 
rallied  and  gained  renewed  vigor;  they  fought  until  niiihtfall. 
In  this  affair  Our  people  had  Six  men  killed,  and  three  wounded. 
One  of  our  Bravest  war-chiefs,  named  Okeia,  was  among  the 
dead,  and  Pindigache,  another  chief,  wns  Wonndcd.  The 
renards  had  seven  men  killed  And  thirty  woundocL  During 
The  night,  The  poutouatamis  ]~)ostcd  themselves  on  a  liill  in 
the  prairie  and  dug  holes  in  the  earth  liy  way  of  a  f(U't.  On 
their  side,  The  renards  with  their  families  took  ]ios?e<>ion  of  a 
small  grove  of  trees  and  fortified  themselves.  On  The  follow- 
ing day,  they  parleyed  with  one  another  to  gain  time  and  to 
obtain  assistance.  During  these  parleys,  the  Pouatonamis  sent 
Papissa,  with  a  young  man  to  the  oiiyatanons  to  ask  aid  of  ilio 
tribes  and  tlie  Pn^ich  at  that  ]>osl.  Tlu^  mMs<'))iit  ins  sent  to 
ask  me  to  join  the  pontonatamis  and  \o  likewise  co\\]c  t«>  ihcir 
assistance. 

'I'lio  jllinois  in  tlio  same  manner,  s(M»t  mc-s;ig(N  to  ihiMMokias. 
As  soon  as  I  heard  the  news  I  notified  the  Sieur  Dcnoyelles,  and 
sent  two  Savages  to  Detroit,  but  (liey  did  not  reach  thert^  in 
time. 

I  started  from  my  ]X)st  on  ibe  10th  of  Angn<t.  wiib  tiie 
French  Who  were  then  in  a  e(mdition  to  March,  and  with  all 
the  savages  here,  including  Poutoiiatumis,  Myami^,  and  Saqnis 
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and  proceeded  to  the  place  where  the  renards  were.  On  the 
way  I  took  with  me  The  quikapoiix  and  inaskoutins,  making 
ahout  300  men  in  all.  Monsieur  de  St.  Ange  was  already  there 
with  100  Frenchmen  and  400  savages,  including  Kaoquia's, 
missouris,  and  Peorias,  and  The  200  of  our  savages  who  had 
already  fought  with  them.  The  Ouyatanons  and  peanguichiaa 
also  arrived  on  the  same  day  as  I  did,  so  that  in  a  short  time 
we  numbered  About  1400  men.  I  was  about  to  forget  one 
particular  circumstance,  Monsieur,  While  Papissa  was  among 
tlio  ouyatanons,  the  renards  also  sent  two'  men  there  with  a 
Collar  and  calumets  to  ask  their  aid  against  the  Poutouatamis, 
maskoutins,  and  quikapoux,  against  whom  they  had  just  fought, 
and  who  were  watching  them  ;  at  the  same  time  they  asked  them 
to  leave  the  road  open  to  enable  them  to  go  in  peace  with  their 
families  to  the  jroquois.  The  ouyatanons  replied  that  they 
would  assist  them ;  that  they  would  remain  where  they  were  and 
fortify  themselves  and  that  they  would  soon  see  them. 

The  renards'  fort  was  in  a  small  Grove  of  trees,  on  the  bank 
of  a  little  river  running  through  a  vast  ])rairie,  more  than  four 
leagues  in  circ\imference,  without  a  tree,  except  Two  groves 
about  GO  arpents  from  one  another.  Monsieur  de  St  Ange  had 
camped  with  His  savages  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  and  had 
built  redoubts  to  prevent  their  obtaining  Water,  but  they  had 
excavated  underground  passages  leading  to  the  River.  T 
camped,  with  my  savages  and  the  Freneliinen  who  had  joined 
me,  on  the  right  of  their  fort,  where  T  erected  two  otbers,  with 
a  Oavalier  in  each  to  beat  them  back  into  their  own  And  prevent 
them  from  descending  into  the  ditches  they  had  outside.  T  bad 
a  trench  opened  to  a])])roaeh  them  more  closely,  witluuit  risk 
to  anybody  and  had  an  attem]>t  made  to  sot  tire  to  tbeir  fort 
This  trench  made  them  uneasy,  and  caused  tbem  to  move  alxnit 
more  than  usual.  As  soon  as  they  saw  that  the  earth  was  being 
excavated,  a  shower  of  gun-shots  fell  in  good  fashion. 

'Hie  (vuyatjinoiis  wlio  apparcMitly  were  unwilling  to  C(>ni]diM(dy 
break  Their  ])romise  to  them,  askcnl  me  \o  allow  tbem  to  call  a 
man  who  was  their  ally;  saying  that  thereby  they  miirht  get 
some  Illinois  women  whom  they  held  in  captivity.     I  allowed 
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them  to  do  so,  on  condition  that  I  should  see  no  other  meat 
Come  out  of  that  village  than  my  own.  This  thej  promised,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  man  came  out,  with  four  Slaves  and  a 
Collar,  which  he  presented  to  me  on  behalf  of  the  renard.  I 
would  not  listen  to  him.  I  said  that  it  was  Illinois  flesh  that  I 
asked  for,  and  that  I  would  have  no  other.  He  returned  and  in 
several  trips  brought  me  what  I  w^anted.  The  Saquis  took 
advantage  of  this  delay,  and  approached  the  fort  in  spite  of 
the  French,  who  w^ere  on  guard  there.  They  got  out  a  number 
of  children  and  gave  food  to  the  renards,  so  that  I  was  obliged 
to  open  fire  on  the  fort,  to  compel  them  to  retire. 

Our  tribes  were  very  anxious  to  spare  the  renards'  lives,  and 
proposed  an  act  of  treachery  to  me.  Their  design  was  that  I 
should  promise  Them  their  lives,  that  I  should  make  them  come 
out  And  that  they  would  fall  on  them.  It  was  in  nowise  their 
intention  to  do  so;  their  only  object  was  to  secure  captives.  I 
opposed  this,  seeing  that  it  could  only  result  in  sparing  the  lives 
of  those  wretches,  who  would  undoubtedly  Continue  on  their 
way  to  The  jroquois.  Elvery  day  they  found  fresh  subjects  on 
which  to  speak  to  me.  They  came  back  twice  with  tlicir  chil- 
dren and  with  collars,  to  move  me.  But  although  they  had 
been  pale,  I  made  them  turn  as  if  painted  red,  by  telling  thorn 
that  all  their  words  w^re  in  vain  And  that  they  were  not  to  come 
back  again.  Thoy  addressed  thciiiselvos  to  Monsieur  do  St 
Ange,  who  listened  to  them  no  more  than  I  did.  Nevertheless, 
We  fired  some  shots  at  them  as  they  re-entered  their  fort.  They 
sulfered  much  from  hunger  because,  for  four  days  previo\is  to 
Their  flight,  they  lived  only  on  apichimonts.^  ^ronsicnr  do 
Noyellcs  arrived  with  the  nations  oi  His  po^l,  which  gave  us 
a  reinforcement  of  a  Innidred  men  ;  these  Wdnld  biive  Ihmmi  very 
Useful  to  us,  had  the  Savages  been  willing  to  mount  guard  night 
and  day,  but  as  soon  as  the  least  bad  weather  set  in,  thoy  wi>nld 
not  come  out  of  their  cabins  and  we  were  not  enough  Frcnrh- 
nieii  to  man  llie  (Mitire  eonl ravallat ion. 


1  Note  on  original  manuscript:    "these  are  Their  coverings  made 

of  Skins." 
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Tlie  Renards  held  out  for  twenty-three  days.  On  the  8th  of 
September,  we  had  the  finest  weather  in  the  world  until  an 
hour  from  sunset,  when  a  Terrible  storm  of  wind  and  rain  arose 
which  lasted  until  the  night,  which  was  very  dark  and  Foggy, 
80  that,  in  spite  of  all  I  could  say  to  our  Savages,  I  was  unable 
to  make  tliem  guard  all  The  outlet^.  The  Renards  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  to  come  out  of  their  fort  and  flee.  We  per- 
ceived this  at  first  from  the  crying  of  the  children  which  we 
heard,  and  we  learned  it  from  a  Sauteux  woman  who  came  into 
the  trench  to  surrender.  I  at  once  prepared  to  pursue  them  at 
day-break.  We  followed  them  with  Our  Savages  and  routed 
them,  and  more  than  200  warriors  were  killed.  'No  other  chief 
Escaped  except  Licaouais,  of  whom,  however,  we  have  no  in- 
formation. The  others  were  made  prisoners  and  placed  in  The 
hands  of  the  Kaoquias,  who  will  assuredly  not  spare  their  lives. 
Those  who  escaped  from  us  threw  away  all  they  liad,  even  to 
their  powder-horns  in  order  that  they  might  escape;  but  few 
remain.  The  prisoners  told  us  that  they  had  fought  against 
The  Scioux  in  the  spring  and  very  likely  this  is  true.  I  Found 
their  village  very  small,  although  I  do  not  refer  to  that  in  which 
they  were  shut  up,  But  to  two  Of  their  Camps  which  I  saw  in 
the  prairies  where  they  had  lived  during  The  summer.  Our 
Quicapoux  and  mascoutins  didi  wonders  on  this  expedition,  and 
all  did  equally  well,  vying  with  one  another.  Had  it  not  been 
for  The  desertion  of  300  Kaokias  who  had  only  just  abandoned 
Monsieur  de  St.  Ange,  and  for  the  absence  of  100  men  from 
my  camp  who  had  gone  Hunting  to  supply  us  with  food,  not 
a  single  Eenard  would  have  escaped.  I  can  assure  you,  ^lou- 
/  sieur,  that  we  made  The  renards  fast,  but  that  we  fasted  almost 
as  much  as  They.  My  son,  who  has  j\ist  conio  out  of  The 
action,  will  give  you  whatever  details  I  may  have  omitlcd.  I 
take  the  liberty.  Monsieur,  of  begging  your  ])rotcction  for  lliui. 
I  have  had  no  more  urgent  desire,  than  to  Send  Him  to  you 
that  he  may  have  The  honor  of  bringing  you  this  ISTcws. 

All  our  nations  are  preparing  to  go  in  the  spring  to  ])ay  you 
their  homage,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  tell  yon  of  tlieir  dead, 
Especially  Tx)uis  Lamech ;  they  are  Oiiyonamegousy,  Tindi- 
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gache,  oiiataouasego  and  Oiiefigiie,  who  kept  the  Renards  in 
sight  all  summer  Without  abandoning  them,  with  the  quika- 
poux  and  miascoutins. 

The  sieur  de  Villiers,  the  younger,  adds^  that  the  nations 
returned  home  well  pleased  with  the  compliments  they  had 
received  from  Monsieur  His  father,  each  one  in  particular  and 
all  in  general,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  who  had  done 
best  on  that  occasion,  all  having  displayed  uncommon  ardor 
and  courage. 

That  in  order  to  thank  Monsieur  The  commandant  and  the 
officers,  all  the  chiefs  of  the  nations,  at  the  head  of  their  troops, 
had  sworn  and  protested  that  if  ever  any  jSTation  were  rash 
enough  to  attack  the  Froucli,  tliey  would  slied  the  last  dro])  of 
tlieir  blood  to  avenge  them ;  that  they  came  to  give  them  a 
tangible  proof  of  their  friendship  and  attachment  for  Them, 
after  destroying  their  enemies ;  That  this  memory  would  never 
be  Effaced  from  their  hearts  And  that  they  would  Carefully  im- 
press it  upon  Their  descendants. 


1730:    FOXES    SEEK    ALLIES    AMONG    THE    IROQUOIS  AND 

LOUP 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  9, 
1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist're  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark, 
"Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  52,  c.  11,  fol.  22G."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  rcccivcd  yesterday  a  Letter  dated  the 
fourth  of  October  from  the  Sieur  do  Joucairc,  whom  I  sent  to 
pass  the  winter  among  the  souontouaiis,-  to  watch  tludr  Aciioiir^ 
and  to  tell  them  my  Opinion  res[)octing  tlic  nimnrs  in  circulation 

1  What  follows  is  an  addendnni  lo  the  letter  of  De  Villiers.  set  down 
from  the  oral  account  of  his  son,  the  messenger. — Ed. 

-For  hlographical  sketch  of  Joncairc.  sec  Wis.  Hist.  ColJs.,  xvi.  p. 
228.  In  1736  he  was  thus  characterized:  "Aged  60.  A  brag^^art.  but 
rendered  good  service  in  treating  with  the  Iroquois  by  whom  lie  is 
adopted."  The  Souantouans  are  the  Seneca  Indians,  most  wcsiorly  of 
(he  five  nations  of  the  Iroquois. — Ed. 
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that  they  were  to  give  an  asylum  to  the  Eenards,  and  that  if 
they  did  so  they  would  expose  themselves  to  see  The  storm 
burst  on  their  heads.  They  have  Sent  me,  in  this  connection, 
two  hatchets  that  were  addressed  to  them  by  the  Kenard&  to 
request  them  to  go  and  meet  the  latter,  and  to  strike  every- 
where. 

The  Sieur  De  Joncaire  writes  me  that  the  Eenards  had  Sent 
presents  to  the  Loups,  who  are  Settled  within  the  Governments 
of  manhato^  and  of  Carolina  to  Induce  the  latter  to  join  them. 
This  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that  they  did  not  wish  for 
Peace  and  that  they  sought  only  to  divert  us  until  such  time  as 
they  could  strike  their  blow.  They  are  now  well  punished  for 
their  treachery. 

I  Remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauiiaenois 

Quebec,  November  9th,  1730. 


1730:    DE  VILLIERS  DEFEATS  THE  FOXES 

[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated,  Nov.  14,  1730. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  53,  c.  11,  fol.  207.] 

Monseigneur — Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  has 
the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  defeat  of  the  Renard  Savages, 
whereof  The  Sieur  De  Villiers,  tlie  Commandant  at  river  St 
Joseph,  has  given  Him  The  particulars  in  the  letters  that  he  has 
written  to  Him,  extracts  from  wliicli  he  sends  you,  ^Nfonseig- 
neur.  That  officer  has  st^t  bis  son  here  with  Sicnir 
Reaume,  his  interpreter,  to  bring  us  Tlie  news  and  from  The 
Dotes  of  the  latter  whom  I  have  questioned  On  all  the  facts,  I 

iThe  Loup  (Wolf)  Indians  wore  an  Algonquian  tribe,  branch  of  the 
Mahican.  who  lived  originally  in  the  valleys  of  the  Connecticut  and 
Hudson.  By  the  18th  century  tlicy  had  moved  to  the  West,  and  wore 
wandorors  on  the  frontier  of  the  English  settlements  in  New  York 
(Manhate)  and  southward. — En. 
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have  drawn  up  the  annexed  relation  which  contains  perhaps 
some  details  omitted  by  Monsieur  Devilliers.  I  have  even 
retained  the  expressions  of  the  Sieur  Reaume  which  are  accord- 
ing to  Canadian  usage. 

From  the  information  that  the  Sieurs  Devilliers  the  younger, 
and  Reaume  have  given  us  respecting  the  situation  of  the  Ren- 
ards'  fort  and  the  Camp  of  the  French  and  of  our  allied  Indians, 
Monsieur  Chaussegros  de  Lery  has  drawn  up  a  plan  of  the  Same 
with  a  note  accompanying  It,  which  is  addressed  to  you,  Mon- 
seigneur,  by  Monsieur  De  Beauharnois. 

The  Sieur  Devilliers  was  obliged  to  incur  some  expense  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed.  He  has  Merely 
notified  us  that  it  was  not  considerable.  This  is  a  Second  ad- 
vantage. Monsieur  Tlie  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  has  deemed 
it  advisable  to  Despatch  tlie  Sieur  Coulon  de  VilHers,  the 
younger,  to  carry  you  the  News  of  the  defeat  of  the  Renards. 
He  Embarks  on  the  Ship  le  Beauharnois  which  sails  for  la 
Rochelle.  He  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  handing  over  to 
Monsieur  de  Belamy  a  Renard  Slave  who  has  been  Sent  to 
Monsieur  the  general  by  Monsieur  des  Xoyellea  on  behalf  of 
the  Miami  Kation  where  that  officer  Commands. 

The  Sieur  Belamy  will  await  your  orders  on  the  subject, 
Monseigneur. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  himible  and  very  obedient  Servant 

HOCQUART 

QuKBix,  November  14tli,  1730. 
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1731:    PROJECT  OF  WAR  AGAINST  THE  FOXES 

[This  memorial  of  De  Noyan  is  endorsed  "1731,"  probably  the  date 
01'  its  reception  in  France.  It  was  doubtless  draughted  before  th<» 
news  was  received  of  the  victory  of  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minis- 
tere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  5(), 
c.  11,  foL  340."] 

Plan  of  War  for  Canada  Against  the  Renard  Savages 

If  there  were  reason  to  believe  that  the  Renard  ^NTation  could 
Be  Kept  in  a  state  of  tranquility  and  obedience,  And  if  we 
could  Rely  upon  their  faithful  observance  of  the  articles  of  a 
treaty  of  peace,  I  should  enter  into  the  Considerations  that  seem 
to  call  for  gentle  means,  such  as:  the  excessive  cx]x^n?e  of  Such 
expeditions;  the  uncertainty  of  success  And  the  disadvantage 
that  would  accrue  to  the  Colony  through  tlie  Misfortune  of  a 
war  of  That  nature  being  unsuccessful ;  and  I  would  Conse- 
quently Conclude  with  This  general  axiom :  that  peace  is  the 
wisest  policy  to  be  adopted.  But  the  proofs  We  liave  of  the 
little  Confidence  that  can  be  placed  in  the  deceitful  protestations 
of  These  men  who  are  independent  of  all  laws ;  and  the  danger 
that  lies  in  confiding  in  tho  word  of  Tliese  Savages,  who  are 
restricted  by  no  rule  of  subordination,  who  are  restrained  by 
no  government,  And  who  See  no  shame  in  unfaithf\iliiess  and 
treachery;  do  Not  allow  of  our  taking  anything  into  Considera- 
tion except  the  general  interest  of  the  Colony,  in  which  I  Include 
the  shame  cast  upon  the  French  Nation  in  connection  with  the 
last  war;^  for  the  Savages  frequently  impute  to  a  mistake 
Events  which  chance  alone  renders  Unfortunate.  I  Include  the 
Necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  their  insolent  speeches  on  This 
subject,  which  are  Calculated  to  give  Uisc  to  the  greatest  evils; 
tlie  aid  that  wo  are  obliged  to  Give  our  allies;  ibc  obligation 
that  we  have  imposed  on  ourselves  of  putting  an  end  lo  a  war 
into  which  we  have  urged  them,  and  the  h'vil  that  woiiKl  rc.-ult 
if  our  allies  should  succeed  in  destroying  Those  Bonards  wiih- 

iDe  Noyan  accompanied  Lignery  in  the  expedition  of  lT2vS.  S'»e 
pp.  21 -a T),  ante. — Ed. 
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out  our  assistance^ — an  Evil  that  would  doubtless  be  still  greater 
than  it  is  to  day. 

I  also  include  the  Good  of  the  Trade  which  the  Savages  inter- 
rupt, And  finally  the  precautions  that  must  Ix)  taken  to  Prevent 
their  joining  the  iroquois,  who  have  offered  them  a  refuge;  and 
as  they  would  have  common  interests,  they  would  not  fail  to 
make  use  of  one  another  to  glut  the  hatred  they  bear  us. 

To  what  would  we  then  be  reduced.  And  what  ruinous  wars 
would  we  not  be  compelled  to  wage  ? 

It  is  N"eedless  to  explain  How  These  English  would  work 
more  effectively  to  deprive  us  of  all  our  advantages,  and  TTow 
the  insolence  of  the  Iroquois  would  thwart  the  most  judicious 
Steps  that  we  might  take.  To  these  Considerations,  T  might 
add  the  revolt  of  the  indians  near  ]\robile^  that  has  reuuiined 
"anpunished ;  the  manner  in  which  our  allies  among  the  ilinois 
are  continually  disturbed;  the  fact  that  Those  of  lake  Erie,  lake 
huron  And  Michigan  are  weary  of  bearing  alone  the  burden  of 
the  war;  And  finally  the  disgust  that  our  settled  savages  feel 
at  our  Conduct ;  these  are  Matters  Calculated  to  make  Us  rightly 
Fear  that  we  may  be  completely  abandoned  by  all  those  Xations, 

Imperceptibly  Contempt  takes  the  place  of  the  esteem  we 
have  enjoyed  ;  and  all  (lie  Nations  whicli  hold  men  in  TJegard 
only  in  so  far  as  they  know  how  to  carry  on  war,  will  end  by 
insulting  us,  when  they  are  at  last  Convinced  that  they  can  do 
so  with  impunity. 

Since  1728  our  allies  hnve  been  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
Court  tO'  miarcli  oiucd  more  Against  the  TJenards.  The  hurona 
and  the  Outawas  of  detroit,  whom  T  Commanded,  have  caused 
father  de  la  richardie  to  write  to  me  several  times  that  they 
Were  ready  to  follow  me.  The  Iroquois  settled  at  "Nfontreal 
have  come  to  see  me  many  times  about  This  mathn*.  They  do 
not  ask  to  have  a  large  Nuud)er  of  French  at  their  ht^ad  ;  tlu>v 
will  l>e  content  witli  seeing  a  few.    And  it  would  lu*  rigiit  to 

iThis  probably  refors  to  the  upi'S'HK  Natchez,  ami  Ibo  mas- 

Baore  at  Fort  Rosalie,  in  1729.  Incidently,  also,  it  helps  to  dale  this 
document,  since  it  must  have  been  written  after  Nov.  29,  1729.  and 
before  .Tanuary.  1731,  when  Porier,  the  governor  of  Ix)ui8iana.  severely 

punislied  tlles(^  liu'.ians.-  Kd. 
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take  advan,ta«;e  at  this  niiOTncnt  of  this  willing'ness  with  Avhich 
we  shall  not  find  them  animated  at  another  time. 

l^evertheless,  however  Well  established  may  be  the  Necessity 
of  destroying  the  Eenards  for  the  honor  of  the  French  And  the 
Preservation  of  the  Colony,  I  feel  that  my  plan  wonld  not  be 
supported  by  all  the  anthority  that  it  Needs,  if  I  did  not  indi- 
cate the  means  of  carrying  it  ont  at  slight  expense.  And  with 
almost  certain  prospects  of  snccess. 

In  the  first  place,  we  mnst  bear  in  mind  that  the  savages  are 
so  firmly  Convinced  of  the  greatness  And  power  of  the  King 
that  when  the  government  Induces  them  to  go  to  war,  it  will  be 
Obliged  to  snpply  them  with  arms,  with  food,  And  with  trans- 
portation. And  Consequently  that  the  expense  of  This  will 
always  be  very  great. 

This  leads  me  to  say  that  in  order  to  succeed  with  very  little 
expense,  it  will  be  necessary,  after  the  Court  has  selected  a 
competent  officer,  that  such  officer  should,  under  the  authority 
of  an  Order,  carry  the  Same  porcelain  Collar  that  was  used  in 
the  last  expedition  of  1T28  to  our  settled  savages  and,  after  the 
Ceremonies  observed  On  such  Occasions,  he  should  speak  to 
them  In  the  following  terms: 

^^My  brothers,  I  have  never  forgotten  the  chiefs  of  Your 
Villages  killed  by  the  renards.  Your  mats  are  Still  Dyed  with 
their  blood,  And  their  loss  is  ever  felt  by  me  As  much  as  it  is 
by  you.  I  know  that  you  have  long  been  seeking  an  opportunity 
of  Avenging  their  Death.  But  hitherto  we  have  been  Unfor- 
tunate enough  not  to  give  you  satisfaction.  This  does  not  dis- 
courage me.  Asi  you  have  often  taken  up  our  quarrel  I  now 
take  up  yours.  I  am  about  to  start  And  I  come  to  notify  you 
of  it.  I  do  not  ask  you  if  you  will  follow  me.  T  olvserve  from 
your  countenances  that  you  are  possessed  with  the  same  dcsiro 
with  which  I  Burn.  This  is  to  me  a  Pledge  that  I  shall  not 
go  alone.  T  am  taking  with  me  only  a  few  soldiers  And  Cana- 
dians, picked  men,  wlio  liavo  equipped  themselves  at  their  own 
expense,  to  take  part  in  our  Expedition.  The  governtu-  from 
whom  T  have  asked  ]K'rmission  to  undertake  this  journey,  has 
generously  made  mo  a  ])resent  of  swords,  of  powder,  And  of 
Bullets,  which  I  shall  willingly  sliare  with  you.    I  t4ike  with  mo 
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only  indian  Corn  And  fat  for  provisions.  That  is  the  food  of 
warriors,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  live  differently  from  You. 
You  have  canoes  Or  you  can  Easily  make  them.  Therefore  I 
have  no  douht,  my  brothers,  that  you  are  ready  to  follow  me. 
If  anything  could  cause  you  to  hesitate  It  would  be  the  Fear 
of  coming  back  without  wreaking  vengeance  on  the  Renard<. 
But  rest  assured  on  that  point.  I  promise  you  that  we  shall 
not  see  Our  land  again  without  being  loaded  with  the  spoils  of 
Our  Enemies." 

But  this  discourse  must  not  be  delivered  until  we  are  ready 
to  March  so  that  the  Route  may  Be  kept  secret. 

I  am  sure  That  this  word  carried  by  an  Officer  who  is  beloved 
and  esteemed  by  the  savages,  will  have  all  the  effect  that  can 
be  desired.  And  thus  the  heaviest  item  of  expenditure  in  the 
last  Campaign  against  the  renards  will  be  reduced  to  a  trifle. 
Perhaps  we  may  have  to  incur  some  expense  in  connection  with 
certain  chiefs.  But  I  promise  that  it  cannot  be  Considerable. 

Thus  the  expense,  as  far  as  the  savages  are  concerned,  is 
reduced  almost  to  nothing.  Let  us  now  see  what  it  mny  Amount 
to  for  the  Bemainder  of  the  party. 

As  it  is  advisable  to  pass  by  the  lakes,  both  for  the  purjwse 
of  Inviting  the  Nations  Avho  are  well  disposed  to  join  us,  and 
owing  to  the  Advantage  of  using  the  armed  Canoes  both  for 
fishing  And  hunting  and  in  order  to  Show  ourselves  In  arms 
to  the  iroquois,  it  is  also  Advisable  in  order  to  make  use  of  our 
soldiers  in  preference  to  the  settlers — who  are  not  so  well  dis- 
ciplined and  who  would  Cost  Much  more  —  to  take  this  easier 
Boute  on  which  all  the  men  may  be  of  use. 

One  hundred  soldiers  selected  from  among  all  the  troops  to 
whom,  if  deemed  expedient,  50  settlors  may  be  nihled,  wnuhl 
be  sufHcient  for  That  expedition. 

But  let  us  supix)se  150  soldiers         .  .  .  150 

From  tlio  N  illni;('s  of  sant  JSt  Louis  nnd  .sant  des  roooUets  TtOO 
nepissingues  or  Algonkins,  fifty         .  .  .50 

liurons  from  detroit,  one  ITundred  And  Fifty  .  150 

Outaw^as  and  poutw^atamis  from  the  same  i)lace  .  200 


I J -"  I  J 


850 


1730]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


Thus  we  have  over  800  men  of  whom  I  am  sure,  without  Count- 
ing the  iroquois  of  the  Villages  And  some  Missisagues^  if 
Needed.  Even  this  number  is  excessive  in  my  opinion  And 
there  is  a  greater  Fear  of  there  being  too  many  rather  than 
too  few  owing  to  the  pleasure  that  those  E^ations  would  have  in 
taking  part  in  the  destruction  of  the  Eenards. 

I  Think  that  to  Command  that  party  five  or  six  officers  would 
be  Better  than  a  larger  number,  and  it  would  avoid  trouble  And 
expense.  There  should  also  be  a  chaplain,  a  surgeon,  and  two 
interpreters.  The  bulk  of  the  cost  of  tbe  armament  would 
consist  of  this. 

As  for  the  soldiers,  it  would  only  be  necessary  to  give  each 
man  an  additional  ration  of  half  a  livre  of  flour,  And  a  quarter 
of  a  livre  of  pork;  ten  livres  of  tobacco;  to  each  two  livres  of 
powder  And  lead;  four  pots  of  brandy;  with  lines  and  hooks. 
Half  a  livre  of  flour  per  diem  for  150  men  makes 

per  month  .  ,  .2325  livres 

of  flour 

And  for  five  months        .  .  .  11G25 

A  (inarter  of  a  livre  of  pork  per  diem  for  150  men 

pork  m:akes  per  month  .  .1162 

And  for  five  months        .  .  .  5812 

This  may  Amount  In  all  to  3  livres  more  per 
month  for  each  soldier,  making  for  150  soldiers 
And  for  five  months        .  .  .2250 

But,  inasmuch  as  provisions  of  That  kind  are  too 
bulky  And  for  the  Reasons  above  Set  forth. 
There  would  be  supplied  to  each  soldier  In  the 
place  And  stead  of  his  bread  and  pork,  the  fol- 
lowing, Namely: 
for  each  month  a  iMinot"  of  Indian  Corn  .  2  livres  10 
a  jMinot  of  peas  idem  .  .      2      "  10 


lAn  Algonquian  tribe  inhabiting  tlie  nortliern  shore  of  LalvO  Huron, 
and  (lie  peninsula  of  Upper  Canada  — lEi). 

2 For  these  measures,  "livre"  and  "niinot,"  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvi, 
pp.  11)5  and  252.— Ed. 
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ten  ]X)inid^  of  fat  at  G  sols  .  .         3  livres 

which  is  e<]iial  to  the  Ordinary      .  .         8  livres 

rations  with  the  supplementary  allowance,  And 
Consequently  the  Extra  expense  will  be  only  two 
thousand  two  Hundred  and  twenty  Five  livres  2225 
for  the  Five  months  for  150  soldiers.    Add  to  this 

4  pots^  of  brandy  making'  000  pots  at  1  livre  GOO 
Also  ten  pounds  of  tobacco  for  each  at  6  sols  per 
pound  making  for  150  men  1500  pounds  at  G 
sols       .  .  .  .450 

also  800  ]i<)undsi  of  jwwdor  at  1  livre  12  doniers  480 
also  f<;r  lines  and  hooks  .  .  50 


Makinir  the  sum  of      .  .  .  3805 


Cost  of  Transport 

25  Canoes  will  be  needed  with  6  men  per  Canoe ; 

The  bark  Canoes  will  come  to  150  livres  each 

making  the  sum  of  .  .3750 

which  amount  will  be  reduced   if  the  Wooden 

Boats  at  Montreal  belonging  to  the  King  are 

used 

CoU  of  the  outfits 

20  ells  of  linen  are  needed  for  each  Canoe  for 
sails,  with  a  tarpaulin  to  Cover  the  })rovisions 

And  40  ells  for  sacks,  nniking  GO  ells 

And  for  25  Canoes  fifteen  Hundred  ells  at  1  livn> 

10.  per  ell,  2750  .  .  .      2750  livres 

The  surplus  will  1h^  giv^n  to  the  Savages 

also  25  kettles  or  Boilers  at  J  5  livres  .         375  Hvn^ 

also  25  axes  at  4  livres  .  .100 

also  150  ])addlos  at  10  s<")la  .  .75 


1  Concerning  this  nieas\ire,  see  ^Vis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  iv  VJ4.— Kn. 
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also  50  BaiTcls  at  30  sols         .  .  75  livres 

^Iso  10  Brasses  of  rope  per  Canoe  .  150 


Expenses  of  6  officers;  A  cliaplain, 
A  surgeon  And  2  interpreters 


Pive  tents  at  30  livres  each 

150 

Five  Casks  of  wine  . 

400 

tliree  Casks  of  brandy 

300 

for  provisions,  one  thoirsand  livres 

.  1,000 

A  Medicine  Chest  500  livres 

500 

the  Surgeon^s  pay 

GOO 

ropairini!,"  the  arms  of  the  savages  . 

.  1,000 

thread  and  making  of  sails,  tents,  tarpaulins, 

and 

sacks  at 

300 

Other  war  expenses 
for  6000  livres  of  powder  at  1  livre  12  deniers  6,600  livres 


for  6000  livres  of  Bullets  and  4,000  livres  of  lead  3,000  livres 

400  swords  at  2  livres                  .                  .  800 

400  da^c^ors  at  1  livre                  .                  .  400 
six  coats  laced  with  imitation  gold  with  hats  And 

plumes  .  .  .  1,500 
Also  500  pairs  of  savage  shoes  .  .  250 
twenty  suitable  guns  at  30  livres  .  .  600 
twenty  shirts  at  3  livres  .  .  60 
10  livres  of  vermilion,  awls,  gun-screws,  and  gun- 
flints  500  livras  .  .  .  500  livres 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Collars  to  be  given  away 

at  2  livres  .  .  .300 


total  expenditure  .  .  20,340 


from  which  everything  deemed  superfluous  may       struck  oflF. 
It  will  be  easy  to  repay  in  two  years  the  advances  uuule  of 

1".  127  ] 
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That  sum  by  the  Court  both  by  means  of  the  Permits  for  the 
upper  country  that  are  sold  and  that  sometimes  amount  to 
25,000  livres  per  annum,  and  of  the  produce  of  detroit  which 
is  not  Inchided.  The  poorest  families  will  be  able  to  dp  with- 
out it  for  The  time  being,  and  they  will  derive  a  greater  benefit 
therefrom  through  That  derived  by  the  Colony. 

It  but  remains  for  me  to  speak  of  the  line  of  Conduct  to  be 
followed  in  order  to  ensure  success. 

The  matter  must  be  kept  secret  until  the  spring  when  we 
start,  so  that  the  renards  may  not  Know  of  it. 

It  will  be  time  to  notify  our  settled  Savages  when  they 
return  from  hunting,  and  to  start  at  the  end  of  the  ]\Ionth  of 
May;  But  we  shall  send  a  Canoe  when  the  ice  breaks  up  to 
detain  the  savages  of  detroit  Until  the  arrival  of  the  army. 

When  the  junction  is  effected  at  the  post,  We  shall  leave  it 
by  land  and  the  army  will  be  posted,  in  accordance  with  the 
information  we  may  have  of  the  renards'  retreat,  Between  river 
St  Joseph  And  them  so  as  to  cut  off  all  Communication  between 
them  and  the  savages  of  That  post,  all  of  whom  aix>  their  friends 
and  allies,  And  alsO'  with  the  French  traders  who  sell  them 
ammunition. 

We  sliall  rofnso  the  services  of  the  said  savages  of  river  St 
Joseph  if  they  should  wish  to  join  Us,  Convinced  as  we  must  1^ 
that  their  sole  design  is  to  save  the  Kenards  By  betraying  our 
interests. 

Wlion  we  shall  liave  carefully  approached  the  enemy  to  within 
a  disianco  of  a  few  day's  march,  they  laden  with  the  old  men, 
the  women,  and  the  Cliihlren,  will  no  longer  be  In  a  ]xtsition  to 
fly,  before  liglit  and  fresh  troops;  Ix^sides  which  llicy  rannot 
fly  and  live  on  tlieir  hunting  at  the  Same  time. 

We  sliall  find  the  Kenards  unprovided  with  arms  ami  ^Inni- 
tions  And  food.  And  no  Nation  will  dnre  to  give  them  refuge 
wIkmi  lliey  s(m^  at  \\\c\r  heels  ;i  ]>;n"(y  (h^lcniiiinMl  \o  (h>sln\v  ihcni. 

Thus  when  it  shall  be  derided,  As  it  vSliould  l>e,  to  s|>end  the 
winter  in  their  country  Where  they  will  not  dare  to  Scatter 
because  they  will  have  to  keep  their  wives  And  Children,  they 


r  1 


1731] 


French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


must  perish  by  hunger,  or  come  and  cast  themselves  under  the 
Blows  of  their  Enemies. 

Particular  care  must  he  taken  In  the  selection  of  Officers 
suitable  for  this  expedition  who  should  be  Young,  Vigorous, 
And  Willing;  on  whom  reliance  can  be  placed  in  unforeseen 
Events ;  And  who  have  had  Experience  in  Managing  savages. 

We  should  be  able  to  leave  the  other  Measures  that  may  have 
to  be  taken  To  Him  who  will  be  honored  by  the  choice  of  the 
Court,  for  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  or  to  enumerate  in  a 
Memorial  all  the  Circumstances  that  may  call  into  play  the 
skill,  the  Vigilance,  And  the  wisdom  of  an  Officer,  especially 
with  Nations  to  whose  character  One  is  often  Obliged  to  Con- 
form. 

NOYAN 


1731:    REPORT  OP  DEFEAT  OF  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  of  a  letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister.  Source, 
same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  55,  c,  11,  fol.  5.] 

MONSEIGNEUR  

I  have  no  doubt,  Monseigneur,  that  you  have  learned,  by 
way  of  the  Mississipi  of  the  defeat  of  the  Eenard  savages  that 
happened  on  September  9th  last,  in  a  Plain  situated  between 
the  River  Wabache  and  the  River  of  the  illinois,  About  60 
Leagues  to  the  south  of  The  Extremity  or  foot  of  Lake  ]\[icbi- 
gan,  to  The  East  South  East  of  le  Eocher  in  the  Illinois  Coun- 
try.^   150  French  both  from  Louisiana  and  from  Canada,  and 

1  J.  F.  steward,  of  Chicago,  in  an  address  delivered  before  the  Illinois 
Historical  Society,  Jan.  24,  1002,  endeavors  to  identify  this  fort  of 
the  Foxes  with  a  place  on  Fox  River,  in  Kendall  County,  111.,  and 
has  erected  there  an  inscription  to  that  effect.  This  place,  however, 
Is  north  of  '*Le  Rocher"  (a  well  known  appellation  of  a  place  on  the 
Illinois  River,  see  ante,  p.  .1),  while  according  to  this  document,  the 
battle  ground  was  "East  South  Ea.st."  Mr.  Steward's  idcnt itlcal ion  pos- 
Bibly  corresponds  to  the  Fox  fort  on  "Lake  Maramcek,"  which  wa« 
attacked  In  1732.    Sec  post,  p.  17:i.— Ed. 
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many  savage  Tribes,  to  the  number  of  8  or  900  men,  stopped 
them,  blockaded  them  in  their  fort  and  compelled  them  to 
issue  from  it  through  press  of  hunger ;  And  they  pursued  them, 
killing  200  warriors;  200  women  or  Children  met  the -same 
fate,  and  the  remainder  to  the  number  of  4  or  500,  also  women 
and  Children,  were  made  Slaves  and  scattered  among  all  the 
JSTations.  Messieurs  de  Villiers,  the  Commandant  at  the  River 
St  Joseph;  de®  Noyelles,  the  commandant  among  the  Miamis; 
and  Messieurs  de  St.  Ange,  Officers  in  Louisiana,  behaved  with 
all  the  bravery  and  Prudence*  tliat  could  be  ex])ected  .d"  Them. 
Monsieur  de  Villiers,  Lieutenant  of  the  Troops,  who  was  the 
senior  officer,  had  the  Conunand  of  this  Expedition.  We  Were 
greatly  mortified,  Monseigiieur,  at  not  being  the  first  to  convey 
Information  of  this  happy  success  to  you.  Monsieur  the  gen- 
eral had  despatched  the  Sieur  Villiers,  the  younger,  who  was 
present  in  The  action,  to  convey  The  news  to  you ;  But  The  ac- 
cident that  happened  to  the  Ship,  le  Bcauharnois,  Prevented  His 
doing  so. 

1  have  the  honor  to  send  you  by  this  ship.  Duplicates  of 
several  of  my  T^etters,  the  first  whereof  relates  to  ^lonsieur  de 
LigTiery's  affair. 

•X-  *  *  *  *  -X-  *  •)(- 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monscigneur,  Your 
Yery  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

IIOCQUART 

QuKUKC,  January  15th,  1731. 
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1731:    RIVALRY  OF  THE  ENGLISH;    CONDITIONS   AT  UPPER 

POSTS 

[Memorandum,  dated  Feb,  13,  1731,  on  projects  for  checliing;  the 
English  trade  with  the  Indians,  submitted  to  Beauharnois  and  Hoc- 
quart,  with  their  replies  thereon.  Source,  same  as  preceding  docu- 
ment, but  vol.  5(5,  c.  11,  fol.  294.] 

A  letter^  was  written  to  Messieurs  de  Beauharnois  and  Hoc- 
quart,  on  May  2,  1Y30,  respecting  the  importance  of  break- 
ing off  the  Trade  relations  between  the  savages  and  the  English, 
as  it  was  to  be  feared  that  frequent  intercourse  between  them 
might  detach  the  savages  from  us  through  their  taking  their  furs 
to  the  English.  [It  was  suggested]  That  the  post  of  Detroit 
was  Established  partly  with  that  purpose.  That,  nevertheless, 
the  Miamis  and  Ouyatanons,  amongst  whom  we  maintaiu  gar- 
risons,^ take  the  greater  portion  of  their  furs  to  the  English. 
This  is  due  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  French  Voya- 
geurs  in  going  to  those  Nations  on  account  of  the  various 

iThis  letter,  of  whicli  a  summary  follows,  would  seem  to  have  been 
due  to  the  instigation  of  De  Noyan,  and  his'  plan  for  the  Detroit  post. 
See  ante,  p.  107. — Ed. 

2 The  French  post  among  tlie  ?»Iiamis  was  erected  about  1712,  whea 
these  Indians  migrated  eastward  and  settled  on  the  river  that  bears 
their  name  (Maumee).  The  fort  was  on  the  right  bank,  at  the  site 
of  the  present  city  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  In  the  Indian  revolt  of  1748, 
the  post  was  partially  burned.  After  its  surrender  to  the  English 
(17G0-61),  Fort  Miami  v/as  garrisoned  by  a  small  detachment,  whose 
commander.  Ensign  Holmes,  was  massacred  at  the  beginning  of 
Pontiac's  Conspiracy  (1703),  by  being  decoyed  without  the  walla. 
The  fort  waa  not  rebuilt  until  the  Americans  placed  a  garrison  here, 
after  the  battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  (1791),  named  In  honor  of  the 
victor.  Fort  Wayne. 

The  Ouialanon  post  was  on  the  site  of  an  earlier  Irading-house  at 
the  mouth  of  Wea  River.  It  was  established  as  a  military  garrison 
between  1715  and  1718,  being  located  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Wabash, 
about  four  miles  below  the  present  city  of  Lafayette,  Ind.  No  English 
garrison  was  maintained  here,  after  its  capture  by  Pontiac's  warriors 
(1763).  Relics  of  the  old  French  fort  have  been  found  at  this  place. 
See  Craig,  "Oulatanon,"  Indiana  Historical  Society  Vuhlicatious,  il, 
No.  8.— El). 
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portages/  That  therefore  it  might  he  advisable  not  to  continue 
those  two  posts,  That  of  Detroit  being  sufficient,  since  the  sav- 
ages, to  whom  the  trouble  of  trans jx)rtation  costs  nothing,  could 
go  thither. 

That,  in  order  to  derive  from  the  post  of  detroit  all  tlie  ad- 
vantages that  Avere  expected  therefrom,  it  might  be  expedient 
to  take  away  the  trade  of  that  post  from  the  Commandant,  so  as 
to  make  liis  authority  respected.  To  order  him  very  expressly 
to  prevent  all  Frenchmen  from  ranging  the  forests  under  the 
pretext  of  trading  or  Hunting  as  this  makes  the  savages  despise 
them  and  leads  to  quarrels  between  them  and  the  voyageurs. 

That,  to  compensate  the  Commandant  for  the  loss  he  may  suf- 
fer through  Trade  being  made  free,  it  would  be  necessary  that 
every  Canoe  be  required  to  bring  him  Avithout  charge  a  certain 
weight  of  goods  for  his  subsistence  ;  that  he  ])e  also  gfanted  some- 
thing by  License,  a  portion  wliereof  might  be  set  apart  for  the 
expenses  of  the  almoner,  and  of  the  Interpreter,  and  for  pres- 
ents to  be  given  the  savages.  This  could  not  fail  to  be  ])roductivo 
of  good  results,  since,  instead  of  giving  Permits  for  the  posts 
amongst  the  Miamis  And  Ouyatanons,  they  would  be  given 
solely  for  detroit,  and  a  certain  reduclion  should  al-o  be  made  in 
order  that  the  Voyageurs  may  be  able  to  give  these  goods  to  tlie 
savages  at  better  prices. 

That  it  a])pcars  that  the  same  might  be  done  for  the  post  of 
Missilimakinac.  That  they  were  to  communicate  their  ob- 
servations thereon. 

They  reply.  That,  in  order  to  break  off  that  Trade  completely, 
it  would  bo  necessary  that  the  posts  of  i^iagara  and  fort  do 
frontenao  be  always  well  supplied  with  trading  (Jo(h1s,  which 

i  The  route  I'loin  iJelroiL  t'ollowed  ihv  shoro  of  Lake  Ki  'w  to  the 
nioutli  of  I  lie  ['.lainuoe.  On  lhal  vivcv  was  a  long  porlago  :ii  I  ho  rapitls. 
near  tlie  entrance  of  the  An  ({lai/,e  Uiv(M-.  The  length  of  the  portage 
from  the  headwaters  of  the  Maiiniee  to  those  of  the  Wahash  depended 
upon  the  season;  in  dry  limes  it  was  nine  miles  long,  in  wet  seasons 
being  somethncs  redueed  to  two  miles.  See  "Jonrnals  of  (leorge 
Croghan"  in  'I'hwailts,  lUirly  Western  Ti  arris  reprints  (Cleveland, 
1904),  vol.  i.-  -lOi). 
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would  be  very  easy  ^vhen  the  King's  Ship  arrives  early  as  it 
did  this  year/ 

That,  as  regards  the  post  of  detroit  and  in  order  al&i>  to  prevent 
the  English  from  Trading  with  the  savages,  it  wonld  be  impor- 
tant to  carry  out  the  "s^ews  that  prevailed  when  the  fort  was  first 
Established,  beginning  by  putting  a  strong  garrison  there  to 
enable  the  Commandant  to  maintain  order  and  make  himself 
respected  by  the  Erench  and  by  the  savages. 

That  the  proper  way  to  prevent  intercourse  between  the  sav- 
ages and  the  English  would  be  to  compel  the  Miamis  and  Ouya- 
tanons  to  go  to  detroit  for  what  they  need  by  not  allowing  the 
Voyageurs  to  take  the  same  to  them.  But,  they  think,  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  English  may  go  to  the  savages,  who  would  receive 
them,  in  the  belief  that  the  French  had  abandoned  them ;  and  it 
is  beyond  a  doubt  that  if  we  abandon  a  single  one  of  our  posts, 
iho  English  will  at  once  establish  themselves  there.  Thus,  they 
think  it  more  expedient  to  strengthen  those  we  have  than  to 
weaken  them  by  compelling  one  Nation  to  go  to  another  for  what 
it  needs,  all  the  more  so  that  it  seems  to  them  dangerous  to  gather 
the  various  savage  nations  together  in  one  spot  lest  tliey  might 

The  Ouyatanons  were  brought  into  the  Government  of  Louisi- 
ana by  the  Sieur  de  Vincennes  who  has  completely  removed 
himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Government  of  Canada.  In 
order  tO'  force  that  Nation  to  return  to  the  ^Miamis  to  obtain 
what  it  needs,  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  had  at  first  proposed  to 
allow  no  Voyageur  to  go  in  that  Direction.  This  would  have 
been  carried  out  had  he  not  been  compelled  to  grant  such  jxmuis- 
eion  to  certain  Frenchmen  to  induce  thcni  to  convey  Missionaries 
to  the  Tamarois  who  took  a  quantity  of  Goods  whicli  they  will 
trade  al  the  old  |)<)st  in  the  usual  way.'' 

The  Sieur  de  Boishebcrt,  who  went  up  to  Detroit  last  Smu- 
mer  to  take  command,  carries  on  no  T^ad^^  wliatoviM*  tluM(^  and 

1  Mar^iinal  notes  on  MS.  .  "\Vlial      asUod  Tor  is  licini;  sont  rr^ularly." 
"JMonsicnr  Ilocqiiart  ran  woll  supply  tlioso  two  posts." 
Mai!.,inal  no(p  an  MS.:  "Approved." 
Marginal  notr  on  MS.:  "Api>rovod." 
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would  not  enter  into  partnersliip  w  ith  anybody  by  means  of  the 
permits  be  sells  for  tliat  ])Ost/  Tte  bas  assumed  all  tlie  expense, 
both  of  the  almoner,  of  the  interpreter,  of  the  presents  to  be 
given  the  savages,  and  of  the  g-arrison.  This  bas  pleased  all  the 
iVoyageurs,  of  whom  a  greater  number  than  usual  have  gone  up 
this  year;  thus  goods  will  be  cheaper.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
means  of  attracting  the  savages  there,  and  making  the  place 
flourish. 

Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  will  make  no  change  without  receiv- 
ing fresh  orders,  all  the  more  so  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Sieur  de 
Boishebert  carries  on  no  Trade,  this  seems  in  accordance  with 
Monseigneur's  intentions. 

Another  way  to  make  detroit  flourish  would  be  to  maintain  a 
garrison  of  ;">()  or  (iO  jricu  tb(!r('."  'llw  i\>]\\\\\:\\\i\-d\\t  would  tlien 
be  in  a  position  to  make  himself  respected  by  the  French  and  by 
the  savages.  This  would  make  it  an  important  establishment  at 
the  head  of  the  country  whicli  would  keep  the  nations  in  awe 
and  frustrate  the  plans  of  the  English.  The  samo  might  be 
done  for  Missilimakinac  whicli,  nevertheless,  would  not  possess 
the  same  advantages  as  Detroit,  and  which  \vo\dd  be  on  a  firm 
footing  only  when  the  latter  is  thus  established. 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Good  thai  he  has  been  placed  there."  Louis 
Henri  (or  Charles)  Dechamps,  Sieur  de  Boish6bert,  was  born  in  1G79. 
In  1721,  he  married  Louise  Genevieve  de  Ramezay,  daughter  of  the 
Canadian  governor.  His  term  of  service  at  Detroit,  beginning  in  1730, 
redounded  to  his  credit,  anu  he  \vas  later  placed  in  charge  ol'  Indian 
affairs  for  the  entire  colony.  In  1754,  he  was  in  command  in  Acadia, 
and  served  there  throughout  tlio  French  and  Indian  War  (1751-03). 
A  contemporary  account  thus  characlorizcs  him  (17G1):  "Very  rich. 
Reported  to  have  al)uscd  his  comniandorship  iu  Acadia." — Ed. 

^Marginal  note  on  MS.:    "Cannot  bo  done." 
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1731:    TREATY  OP  THE  NEW  SIOUX  COMPANY 

[Document  in  Margry,  Dccouv.  et  Etabl.,  vi,  pp.  563-567.] 

Quebec,  June  Gth,  1731. 

Charles,  Marquis  de  Bcauliarnois,  Knight  of  the  military 
order  of  Saint  Louis,  gouenwr  and  lieutenant  general  of  the 
King  in  the  whole  of  New  France. 

In  virtue  of  the  orders  addressed  to  us  by  the  King's  Memorial 
of  May  lltli,  1726,  respecting  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
mandant and  of  two  missionaries  in  the  Sioiix  coimtry,  to  com- 
ply with  His  Majesty's  intentions,  "We,  in  the  presence  of  Mon- 
sieur La  Chassaigne,^  governor  of  this  town  of  Montreal,  of 
Monsieur  Michel  de  La  Rouvilliere,  commissary  general  of  the 
Marine  in  the  said  town,  and  of  Monsieur  de  La  Corne,  King's 
lieutenant  in  the  said  government,  have  settled  and  determined 
the  articles  of  engagement,  and  the  demands  of  the  undersigned 
interested  in  the  Sioux  company  as  follows : 

First  Article. — That  the  entire  trade  of  the  Sioux  country 
shall  be  granted  and  permitted  to  the  persons  hereinafter  named 
towit:  one  cnnoe  to  tlic  sicur  do  Portueuf,"  the  ofliccr  second  in 
command  at  the  said  ix)st;  another  to  one  Campeau,  working 
for  the  Eeverend  Jesuit  Father,  the  missionary  at  the  said  post; 
another  to  th(;  .sieni's  .Muuct/'  Linctut  the  younger,  and  (\)U- 
longe;  another  to  Giguieres  and  Toussaint;  another  to  Richard 

1  Jean  Bouillet,  Sieur  de  la  Cliasaaigne,  was  born  in  lGr)9,  and  cnt'Orcd 
the  service  in  Canada.  In  1G90,  lie  was  in  command  at  Lacliiue;  la 
1698,  was  the  governor  of  Montreal.  He  married  a  sister  of  Longueuil, 
Iberville,  and  Bienville,  and  died  at  IViontrcal  in  January,  1733. — Ei). 

-This  was  probably  Pierre,  son  of  Ren6  Kobineau,  Siour  do  PortniMif. 
The  latter  was  a  French  ottker  of  dislinclion  in  Klnp  Wllliant'a  War 
(1689-97),  being  second  in  command  in  the  attack  on  Salmon  Falls, 
N.  H.  (1690).  Since  ho  died  in  1726,  this  must  be  his  son,  IMcrrc.  born 
in  1708.  In  1740,  Pierre  was  engaged  in  the  Chicasaw  oxpodilion.  and 
in  17G0,  was  sent  on  a  mission  to  the  Shawnee. — 'En. 

8 The  Sieurs  Mouet  were  Didace  Mouet,  Sieur  de  Moras,  born  In 
1701,  died  in  1763;  and  Augustin.  Sicur  de  Langlade,  famous  as  Mie 
first  settler  of  Wisconsin.  For  biographical  notice  of  the  latter,  see 
lVt6'.  Hist.  Colls.,  viii,  p.  124.- -Ed. 
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and  Diibau ;  anotlier  to  Pierre  and  Charles  Le  Due ;  another  to 
Gujon  Desprez  and  Saint  Michel  du  Chesne ;  and  the  last  to 
Antoine  Lanouette  and  Jose])h  Jolictte;^  for  three  full  and  eon- 
secntive  j^ars,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others  so  that  nobody 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  there  or  to  send  one  or  more  canoes 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  Company ;  and  if  anybody  of 
whatsoever  quality  and  condition  he  may  be  should  go  there  to 
trade,  that  the  officer  commanding  shall  be  at  liberty  and  lie  is 
even  ordered  to  have  the  goods  confiscated,  one  half  thereof  shall 
belong  to  the  King,  and  the  other  half  to  the  said  Company. 

That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  not  trade  nor  hunt  in 
the  direction  of  Point  Chagouamigon  nor  anywhere  else  except 
in  the  hunting  grounds  "whilher  the  Sioux  go,  and  that  on  the 
side  of  la  Bayo  they  shall  likewise  go  only  into  the  Sioux  hunt- 
ing groimds  without  their  being  permitted  to  trade  on  the  Ouis- 
consin  or  at  the  portage  by  which  they  must  pass  to  reach  the 
Sioux,  which  shall  serve  as  the  boundary  for  both  parties. 

Second  Article. — That  they  shall  not  build  forts  nor  houses 
equivalent  to  the  same  in  tho  hunting  grounds,  but  only  in  the 
place  Avher(^  the  commanding  officer  shall  establish  his  post. 

Third  Article. —  That  the  said  interested  parties  shall  have 
permission  to  send  up  to  the  Sioux  country  during  the  next  two 
years  such  number  of  canoes  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 
Should  the  prospects  of  the  profit  to  be  gained  in  the  trade  be- 
come gi-eater,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  increase  the  q\nintity 
of  goods  and  tlie  number  of  canoes  to  be  sent  thither,  the  share  at 
l)res(Mit  owned  by  each  of  the  associates  shall  he  increa.scd  in  llic 
same  proportion  as  the  whole  trade  generally;  and  tlie  ])ivfcr- 
ence  as  regards  such  ]X>st  shall  Ix^  granti^l  {\\v\\\  at  tln^  ox]>iratiou 
of  the  said  throe  years  at  such  ])rice  as  we  may  dreni  piopt'r  to 
fix. 

Fourth  .1  r//r/c.— Should  th(\v  be  stoppi'd  on  the  wa\  in  tho 

I  Of  these  Canadian  traders  but  little  is  known;  Cuyon  </!/  Desprez 
belonged  to  tho  family  of  Dubuisson;  Antonie  Rlvard  »/»/  1  .anouette  was 
born  in  109:5.  and  died  in  17()2;  Joseph  .lolliet,  born  in  17U\  was  a 
grandson  of  tho  famous  explorer,  being  the  sou  of  his  sou.  Joan  Uai^ 
tiste.— Ed. 

I  VM\  \ 


1731]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


coimtry  of  the  Eenards  or  beyond,  or  should  they,  ^vhen  they 
reach  the  Sioux  country,  he  compelled  by  superior  forc»e  to  return 
this  year,  they  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  their  goods  wherever 
they  think  proper,  under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  officer, 
who  shall  have  power  to  decide  the  destination  of  each  one  in 
such  a  manner  as  he  may  deem  most  expedient  for  the  welfare 
of  tlie  lOng's  service  and  that  of  the  Colony. 

Fifth  Article. — That  all  of  the  said  interested  parties  who 
may  be  compelled  thereto  through  illness  or  domestic  reasons, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  abandon  the  trade  and  to  return  to  it  l)efore 
the  expiration  of  the  tliree  years,  in  such  manner  nevertheless 
tliat  no  one  shall  leave  the  Sioux  country  without  the  express  per- 
mis-^ion  in  wi'iting  of  the  connnanding  officer. 

Sixth  Ariide. — That  no  nssociate  shall  transfer  his  shai\) 
either  wholly  or  partially  except  to  persons  of  good  character, 
free  from  scandal  of  every  kind  and  ^\■h()  will  not  int(n'pose  any 
obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  TJeligion  amongst  that  great  num- 
ber of  barbarous  peoples,  so  that  God's  blessing  may  rest  on  their 
persons  and  trade.  The  associates  must  obtain  the  written  ])er- 
mission  of  the  commandant  to  transfer  tlicir  shares. 

Seventh  Article. — That  all  the  associates  and  all  persons  in 
their  employ  are  forbidden  to  absent  themselves  from  the  fort  to 
be  built  tliore,  for  the  purpose  of  returning  to  ]\Iontrcal  or  of 
going  anywhere  else,  or  even  for  tlie  ]>urpose  of  hunting,  wlicn  it 
is  n(M'.essary  to  sleep  a\vay  from  the  post,  without.  tJio  oxpr(\^ 
permission  of  Monsieur  the  commandant. 

l'Ji(jlilh  Article. — That  the  said  associate's  bind  tb(Mns(>]ve<  t'> 
leave  as  a  guai-d  foi*  the  foi't  two  men  ]>er  canoe,  not  including 
the  servants  of  messieurs  the  officers  and  missionaries,  and  tliat 
they  may  employ  the  others  in  conveying  \hv\v  furs  ^Iiuitveal 
and  in  bringing  back  goods  iherofrom,  and  that  at  all  timc^? 
twelve  men  shall  remain  in  the  fort  and  shall  not  g>>  out  of  it 
under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

NinJh'  A  rticle. — That  when  they  shall  leave  tho  said  [K>st  thoy 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  sell  the  houses  they  may  have  built  for 
tliemsclves  and  on  their  private  account,  as  well  as  tho  grain  tliat 
may  l<o  growing  (Hi  tho  lands  they  may  hav(^  cultivatol. 
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And  in  return  for  the  above  concessions  tlie  said  interested 
parties  undertake : 

First  Arlicle. — To  build  a  foil;  of  stakes,  properly  strength- 
ened, oiU:  Imiulrcd  and  hvcnity  f(;et  ^.qiiare  witli  four  bastions, and 
they  shall  supply  1032  stakes  and  more  if  needed;  a  chapel,  a 
house  for  the  commanding  officer,  and  one  for  the  missionaries, — 
the  whole  in  such  place  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  decided 
upon  by  the  commanding  officer,  whom  they  promise  to  obey 
and  listen  to  in  everything  he  may  command  them  for  the  King's 
service,  the  discipline  of  the  post,  and  the  welfare  of  the  colony. 

Second  Arlicle. — They  undertake  to  have  conveyed  free  of 
cost  from  this  town  whatever  may  bo  given  them  as  provision? 
for  the  commanding  officer  and  the  presents  for  the  Savages 
which  His  Majesty  shall  send  to  the  said  place,  and  in  addition 
the  said  sieurs  ]\rouet,,  Linctot  tlio  younger,  and  Coulonge^ 
Giguieres,  and  Toussaint,  Ixichard,  and  Dubeau,  Pierre  and 
Charles  Le  Due,  Guyon  Desprez,  and  Saint  Michel  du  Chesne, 
with  Antoine  Lanouette  and  Joseph  Joliette  promise  and  bind 
themaelves  to  pay  the  sum  of  2,400  [livres]  in  each  of  the  said 
tlireo  years  ^\']lGn  tlio  canoos  roach  the  siour  Linctot,^  the  com^ 
mandant  of  the  }X)st  in  the  Sioux  country,  on  condition  that  the 
said  sieur  Linctot  shall  not  carry  on  any  trade  at  tho  said  post, 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  Done  witb  tho  agreement  and 
consent  of  Monsieur  the  Goveraor  general  and  in  the  pro6encc  of 
the  said  messieurs  do  La  Ohassaigne,  Michel  de  La  Eouvilliere 
and  de  La  Come. 

Third  and  husl  Arlicle. — And,  in  addition,  the  said  interested 
parties  bind  themselves  to  leave  in  the  said  ])ost  when  they  shall 
start  from  it  in  tho  spring  at  least  four  good  canoes,  to  avoid 
accidents  that  might  arise  in  case  of  necessity,  and  for  such  ]>\ir- 
pose  they  shall  be  bound  to  bny  a  sufficient  iniiidxM'  of  the  samo 
in  passing  by  Missilimakinak. 

The  said  associates  have  agreed  to  everything  almvo  s«^t  forth 
and  have  consented  that  if  any  of  them  yhouhl  infringe  any  of 

1  For  bio^apliical  notice  of  Uono  (Jodcfroy.  Siour  do  Lim'lot.  who 
•was  born  in  IGTo  and  niarriod  1o  Madoloinc  Lomoyne,  see  Wis.  fliai. 
Colls.,  xvi,  p.  380.— Eix 
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the  above  articles  he  shall  be  severely  punished  and  shall  forfeit 
all  his  rights. 

And  after  reading  the  articles  of  demands  and  undertakings 
above  set  forth,  the  said  interested  parties  have  consented  to 
carry  out  everything  therein  contained,  and  have  accepted  all 
the  charges,  clauses,  and  conditions  above  stipulated ;  and  for 
the  fulfilment  thereof  they  have  signed  with  us,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Giguieres  and  Toussaint,  Pierre  and  Charles  Duchesne 
and  Dubau — who  declared  that  they  were  unable  to  write  and 
sign  their  names — and  the  sieur  Linctot,  tlie  commandant,  has 
with  our  consent  signed  on  behalf  of  the  sieur  Coulonge  who  is 
absent. 

Done  at  Montreal  the  Gth  of  June,  173]. 


1731:    TRANQUILLITY  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY;  POSTS  AINIONQ 
THE  SIOUX  AND  AT  GREEN  BAY  TO  BE  RE-ESTABLISHED 

L Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  1,  1731. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministerc  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  54,  c.  11,  fol.  3G0."] 

MoNSEiGNEUii — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  herewith  the 
words  brought  me  by  the  two  new  chiefs  of  the  Eenards,  who 
came  down  this  Summer  to  Montreal,  on  behalf  of  the  remnant 
of  that  nation.  I  have  kept  one  and  sent  back  the  other  to 
bring  me  next  year  four  of  the  principal  men  and  to  tell  the 
others  what  is  set  forth  in  the  answer  I  gave  to  those  two  chiefs. 
This  is  annexed  to  the  words  of  those  savages,  wlio  nrc  nt  Last 
reduced  to  begging  for  the  lives  of  those  wlio  remain  ;  tliis  1  have 
granted  them  on  the  condition  that  they  Carry  out  wliat  is  set 
forth  in  that  answer. 

The  joy  the  defeat  of  that  nation  has  caused  to  all  the  othera 
has  been  so  great  that  this  Summer  savages  from  all  parts  came 
to  Montreal  to  express  tlio  satisfaction  they  felt,  and  to  assure 
mo  of  their  fidelity  to  the  Frcndi.    In  fact  they  gave  proof  of 
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it  bj  their  conduct  Toward  the  Reiiards  against  whom  they  Had 
all  declared  themselves ;  and  the  majority  of  them  took  part  in 
tho  Blow  struck  them,  by  the  Sieur  de  Yilliers.  "Tranquillity, 
for  so  many  years  disturbed  in  the  upper  country,  will  now 
reign,  and  Enable  us  to  continue  our  Establishments  there.  I 
thought  first  of  all  of  that  amongst  the  Sioux,  that  had  to  be 
abandoned  owing  to  the  proximity  of  tliat  nation  (the  Eenards) 
through  whose  territory  it  was  necessary  to  pass  to  reach  the 
former;  and  I  sent  back  a  party  there  this  year  under  tho  same 
conditions  of  the  arrangement  I  had  made  when  the  post  wa9 
first  Established  amongst  those  savages  (as  you  will  see,  'Mon- 
seigneur,  by  the  Copy  we  hav'e  the  honor  to  append  to  the  answer 
to  the  King's  memorandum). 

It  seemed  to  me  no  less  important  to  think  of  the  post  of  la 
Baye  which  we  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  for  the  same 
reasons  as  in  the  case  of  that  amongst  the  Sioux.  To  thai  End  I 
sent  Monsieur  de  Villiers,  on  his  return  from  his  Exjx^dition, 
to  restore  that  Post  as  it  had  lieen  prior  to  its  Evacuation,  in  tlio 
event  of  his  finding  tho  Sakis  likewise  disposed  to  rebuild  their 
Village.  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  provide  at  first  for  tlie  re- 
establishment  of  those  two  posts,  all  tho  more  so  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  Obstacles  caused  by  the  Benards  to  that  amongst  tlic  Sioux 
no  longer  existed,  we  should  l)e  in  a  Position  to  derive  therefrom 
all  the  advantages  we  expected.  On  tho  other  hand,  this  was 
needed  for  the  success  of  the  TTndei-taking  of  the  Sieur  de  La 
Veranderie,  in  so  far  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  tliat  that 
nation  be  in  our  interest,  to  allow  of  our  trading  with  the  Assini- 
boils  and  Cristinaux,  through  whoso  country  one  must  i^ass  to 
proceed  to  tho  discovery  of  the  western  sea.  Tlie  hitter 
[Cristinaux]  have  had  an  affray  with  llic  Santcux  of  the  point  of 
Chagoiiamigon,  and  kilh'd  some  of  their  uwn.  Ihit  T  consider 
the  affair  settled  and  will  see  that  those  savages  live  lu  peaco 
in  future.  Quarrels  between  those  nations  would  greatly  preju- 
dice all  our  Enterprises,  for  tho  success  whereof  it  is  iuH*i\>^sarj 
to  have  tranquillity,  which,  I  am  ]>leased  to  sec,  reigns  thnuigh- 
out  the  \ip])or  country,  and  which  1  will  maininiu  as  far  a3 
lies  in  my  power. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauharis"Ots 

Quebec,  October  1st,  1731. 

P.  S.  Although  I  have  had  the  honor  to  Send  you  the  de- 
tails of  the  defeat  of  the  Renards,  I  append  a  Copy  to  this 
Letter. 


1731:    POST  OF  DETROIT 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minisler,  dated, 
Oct.  1,  1730.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Pari.^;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  227."] 

Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  Sends  the  Plans  of  Detroit  drawn 
up  by  the  Sieur  de  Boishebert,  the  Commandant  of  that  Post. 
They  are  -annexed  hereto. 

That  officer  reached  his  post  about  the  end  of  the  month  of 
October,  1730.  lie  found  the  Establishment  but  little  ad- 
vanced considering  that  it  was  commenced  over  30  years  ago. 
He  made  a  Map  of  it  from  Lake  Erie  to  Sainte  Claire.  He 
also  made  a  plan  of  the  settlements  and  by  means  of  that  Map 
and  of  that  Plan  we  are  in  a  position  to  know  that  quarter  and 
what  can  be  Done  there. ^  The  Climate  is  fine,  the  Lands  are 
very  good  and  can  profhice  evorytliiug  that  grows  in  I'rance 
in  the  province  of  Guienne.  After  his  arrival  he  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  induce  the  Erench  to  till  the  Soil.  They 
have  sowed  much  more  seed  than  usual  and  the  harvest  will  be  at 
least  double  what  it  has  been  in  fonner  years. 

Those  who  had  charge  of  this  Establishment  at  tlic  l>oginning 
reserved,  in  the  locality  where  they  placed  it,  only  a  small 
piece  of  Land  for  the  Erench  and  even  that  is  the  worst  part, 
and  they  ceded  the  best  land  to  the  Savages;  so  that  if  this 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS. :  "Good  we  are  convinced  that  this  ofllcer  will 
do  his  host  to  place  this  Establishment  on  the  footing  on  which  it 
sliould  and  must  l)e." 

[141] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Coll  CCtlOnS  [vol.  xvii 


Colony  increases,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  settlers  to  divide 
up  in  various  places. 

As  soon  as  the  Savages  have  gone  to  the  Woods  for  their 
winter  hunting  he  will  Make  a  voyage  in  Lake  Sainte  Clair 
and  in  Lake  Huron  and  will  draw  up  a  Map  of  the  same  which 
he  will  send  next  year/ 


1731:    CONDITIONS  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[The  following  extracls  from  the  yearly  official  report  of  Beau- 
harnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated,  Oct.  12,  1731, 
are  those  portions  that  relate  to  the  upper  country.  Source,  same  as 
preceding  document,  but  fol.  136-176.] 

MONSEIGNEUR  

*  -A-  -X-  *  -X-  *  -VT  * 

The  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  has  ohserved  with  pleasure  the 
satisfaction  that  his  Majesty  has  had  at  ihe  defeat  of  the  Ecn- 
ards.  Lie  has  had  the  honor  of  sending  him  the  particulars  of 
this  affair"  via  i.slo  IvoyalL'  and  new  enghuul.  As  the  Sieur 
Lefevre's  ship  hy  which  ho  had  at  first  sent  them,  was  com- 
pelled to  put  hack,  although  he  is  convinced  that  his  Majesty 
is  at  pi'csont  Inl'oruu'd  of  iIk'  mattei",  he  a})pcnds  a  <.'<>py"^  to 
which  I  take  the  Liberty  of  adding  the  news  written  to  Him 
by  Lhe  Sieur  Do  Loislir-bcrt, '  llu;  ( \>iuinaiid;uit  at  Detroit 
respecting  the  blow  inflicted  by  the  Illinois  on  the  ronuiinder 
of  the  Eenard  nation,  since  the  attack  made  by  the  Sieur 
Devil  Hers. 

The  Sieur  De  Beauharnois  lias  the  honor  to  write  you  in  a 
private  letter  what  has  occurred  since  that  affair,  and  iho  8to|T8 
that  he  has  taken  to  reslorc^.  t rancpiillily  in  the  lJ})per  (\uuU.r}'. 
lie  has  seen  what  is  written  to  Him  with  respect  to  tho  action 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Approved." 

^Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Extract  with  tlio  memorial  annoxiMl  to  the 
private  letter." 

3Marglnal  note  on  MS.:    "Annt  xed  to  a  private  letter." 
<Sce  preceding  docun\ent. — lOw. 
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taken  by  the  Sieur  du  Buisson  against  Tliat  nation,  of  which 
his  Majesty  seems  to  disapprove  by  recommending  him  to 
expressly  forbid  the  Commandants  of  Posts  to  take  such  steps 
in  any  Case.  His  majesty's  intention  will  be  observed  in 
future,  but  he  ventures  to  take  The  liberty  of  remarking  to  him, 
that  after  the  failure  of  the  expedition  against  the  Eenards  in 
1728,  there  seeiiicd  to  ITim  no  better  way  of  destroying  them 
than  to  give  orders  as  he  did  to  the  officers  at  the  posts  to 
watch  their  actions,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  dispositions 
in  wliicli  thoy  might  find  the  nations  Avitli  regard  to  ;it tacking 
the  Eenards ;  while  he  nevertheless  explained  to  tliose  officers 
that  they  were  not  to  attempt  anything  unless  there  was  some 
prospect  of  success,  and  that  they  were  not  to  cause  his  Majesty 
to  incur  any  great  cx])onsc.  It  v»'as  in  olxMlionce  to  \]\o>q  orders 
that  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  acted,  and  that  we  have  succeeded  in 
almost  totally  destroying  that  nation.  Moreover,  Tliis  affair 
that  his  [Nfajcsty  entrusted  to  the  Sieur  J)e  Bcauhamois  had  to 
be  carried  _ out  as  he  has  done  in  order  to  comply  with  liis 
Majesty's  Designs  of  utterly  destroying  those  savages,  and  to 
neglect  nothing  to  attain  that  end.  There  seems  to  be  no  more 
suitable  or  less  costly  methods  than  those  adopted  by  the  Sieur 
de  Beauharnois  and  he  ventures  to  ho|>e  that  his  Majesty  would 
always  approve  llinr  in  such  cases.^ 

Tl)o  Sieur  J)e  Beaulianiois  has  dccniod  advisable  not  to 
await  his  Majesty's  orders  to  have  the  Post  re-established  among 
the  Scioux,  which  ^ve  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  owing  to  its 
proximity  to  the  Renards,  through  whose  country  we  liad  to 
pass.  Tlie  necessity  of  preserving  the  friendship  of  a  nation 
which  has  given  us  proofs  of  its  attachment  by  its  conduct 
Toward  the  Penards,  has  led  ITim  to  f<u'e'^tall  his  ]\rnjo<?ty'3 
intentions  in  the  IMatter  And  to  benefit  by  llie  advantages  oiTered 
Him  l)y  the  defeat  of  the  Penards. 

The  Sieur  He  Beauharnois  has  (ho  lionor  to  submit  lo  yo\i, 
Monaeigneur,  the  reasons  that  determinrd  his  action  by  a  private 
letter  to  which  he  appends  a  note  rcsix^cting  the  journey  of  the 

iMarginal  note  on  MS.:    "Extract  with  prhiilo  lolt.M*." 
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Sieur  La  Veranderie  who  also  asked  for  the  re-establishment  of 
that  Post,  in  order  to  place  iis  in  a  position  to  Establish  a 
Trade  with  the  assiniboels  and  the  Christinanx^  through  whose 
country  we  must  pass  to  discover  the  Western  sea.  ]\[oi'eover, 
As  this  Post  occasions  no  fresh  expense  to  his  Majesty, 'The 
Sieur  De  Beauharnois  came  more  readily  to  the  determination 
of  re-establishing  it  and  the  reasons  that  led  Ilim  to  hasten  this 
re-establishment  are  in  accordance  with  what  You  do  him  Tho 
honor  of  writing  to  him  on  the  subject. 

We  append  to  this  a  copy  of  the  agreement  made  by  the 
Sieur  De  Beauharnois  with  the  Voyageurs  who  have  undertaken 
to  convey  the  Commandant  and  The  missionary  there,  and 
whick  is  similar  to  that  entered  into  when  the  post  was  first 
established. 


[In  a  document  (Archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  231")  which  is  a  <opy 
of  this  year's  report  for  the  use  of  the  government,  with  answers 
annexed,  this  additional  matter  is  found:  "Of  the  first  OcloLer,  1731. 
Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  writes  that  those  voyageurs 
repi'osented  to  him  that  as  the  trade  of  that  Post  is  given  to  them  only 
for  3  years,  they  cannot  indemnify  themselves  for  the  expenses  they 
are  obliged  to  Incur  in  connection  with  that  Establishment,  if  they  are 
not  allowed  the  privilege  for  a  .'/th  year.  As  he  did  not  wish  to  change 
anything  in  the  first  agreement,  he  contented  himself  with  telling 
them  that  he  would  ask  for  orders  On  the  subject,  tie  observes  that 
those  traders  Are  about  the  same  as  those  v/ho  commenced  this  Estab- 
lishment and  that  the  compulsory  evacuation  of  thai  post  caused  <hem 
great  loss,  for  which  they  might  be  indemuified  1)\  giaiMiiig  ilu-ii- 
request."  On  tho  margin  oC  both  portions  relating  to  the  Sioux,  is 
written:  "Approved."] 

*  x-  -:<•  *  *  -\-  <f 

Tho  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  luis  also  tli(^  lionor  to  as.^nrc  hif? 
Majesty  that  the  hitler  will  ('(inliime  to  ho  satisfied  with  his 
efforts  in  keeping  savages  who  are  allii\^  of  h'rance  in  his  inlor- 
osls  and  im  Miainlaining  ])ca('(»  and  lran(iuiilit>  InMwron  those 
Nations,    lie  obsoivos  with  pleasnn*  that  InMh  now  rt^igu  iu 

lEor  the  origin  and  location  of  these  tribes,  see  Wis  Ihst. 
xvi,  p.  189. — Ei». 
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the  upper  Countries  auu  that  the  care  that  he  has  taken  to 
obtain  this  result  since  he  has  been  in  The  Colony  lias  had  the 
success  that  ho  ho])eil.  Tran(]uillity  at  the  Posts  could  be 
secured  only  by  reducing  The  Eenards  to  the  extremity  in 
which  they  now  are.  Their  defeat  not  only  procures  peace  for 
all  the  other  IsTations  but  it  will  also  serve  to  restrain  the  latter 
and  cause  the  French  name  to  be  respected  among  them. 

The  Sieur  De  Beauharnois  has  ascertained  this  year,  from 
tihe  submission  and  resignation  of  all  the  savages  to  tlie  King's 
will,  the  impression  produced  upon  their  minds  by  That  war. 
The  Change  that  he  has  found  in  their  thoughts  has  confirmed 
his  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  that  existed  of  destroying  a 
nation  as  wicked  as  it  was  pernicious  to  the  Colony.  lie  will 
always  make  it  his  Duty  to  second  his  Majesty's  intentions  and 
to  watch  over  everything  that  may  tend  to  secure  The  welfare 
and  the  tranquillity  of  the  Colony. 

-X-  -X-  -5f  -K-  -X-  -X-  -Tf  -A- 

It  is  not  at  Niagara  alone  that  the  retrenchment  of  brandy 
has  caused  The  falling  off  in  the  Trade;  it  has  also  diminished 
at  detroit.  ]\rany  savages  of  the  upper  Country  are  in  the 
habil  of  coiiii ii,*.';  down  in  The  hojXi  of  getting  hi'andy  ihciw 
The  Voyageurs  fearing  the  penalties  set  forth  in  the  order  of 
Monsieur  The  Coadjutor,  have  ceased  to  sell  any,  although  it 
"was  distributed  with  the  discretion  that  we  recommended  to 
the  Sieur  De  IJoishebei't  who  Commands  at  tliat  })ost.  With 
regard  to  the  more  remote  posts  the  Sieur  De  Bcaidiarnois  has 
allowed  the  Voyageurs  to  take  only  the  qmtntity  tliat  they  neeil 
for  their  Journey :  four  pots  per  man. 

While  the  Savages  were  at  Montreal  we  caused  The  prohi- 
bitions hitherto  enacted  to  be  renewed.  But  we  venture  to 
admit  to  his  Majesty  that  if  we  had  acted  too  severely  in  en- 
forcing them,  all  the  savages  woidd  have  gone  away  without 
buying  anything,  and  would  liavc  taken  The  greater  pi>rtiou 
of  their  furs  to  the  h^nglish. 

*  *  -X-  -X-  vf  *  *  * 

The  Sieurs  De  l^eauharnois  and  hoecpnirt  have  st^Mi  what  is 
written  to  them  with  respect  to  the  retrocession  to  his  Majesty 
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by  the  Company  of  tlie  Indies  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana  and 
of  the  Illinois  Country.^  We  consider,  Monseignenr,  that  it  is 
right  that  the  Illinois  savages  should  be  subject  to  this  Govern- 
ment, because  the  Governor-general  is  in  a  better  position  than 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  to  give  his  orders  there,  and  to  be 
informed  of  what  is  going  on  in  connection  with  the  nations. 
Moreover  those  savages  who  came  down  to  Montreal  this  Sum- 
mer have  asked  it  of  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  as  you  Avill  be 
pleased  to  see  by  the  copy  of  the  words  ^  that  we  have  tlie  honor 
to  append  hereto  and  to  which  w^e  take  the  liberty  of  adding 
that,  by  means  of  our  establishments  among  the  Miamis  and 
Wiatanons,  it  is  easier  for  The  Illinois  to  procure  what  they 
need  from  those  Posts  than  from  Mississipi  owing  to  tlie  dif- 
ficulty that  the  voyageurs  of  that  place  encounter  and  The  time 
that  they  take  in  going  five  or  six  hundred  Leagues  a  rapid 
Kiver  to  reach  those  savages,  who  ask  The  Govenior-general  to 
be  Their  father  as  he  is  to  tlie  other  nations,  because  they  hope 
in  future  to  obtain  from  this  quarter  the  aid  that  tliey  cannot 
easily  receive  from  the  Mississipi.  The  Pianguichias  have 
brought  words  to  detroit  to  be  sent  to  the  Sieur  De  Boauliarnois 
which  you  Avill  receive  by  a  private  de3]iatch. 

The  Islinois  went  back  ver}^  well  satisfied  with  the  promise 
given  them  by  the  Sieur  Do  Beanharnois  to  look  u}X)n  them  as 
upon  his  other  children;  and  we  hope  that  liis  ]\Lijcsty  will 
change  nothing  in  this  respect.  The  Sieurs  do  Beaiduirnois  and 
hocquart  will,  moreover,  act  in  concert,  as  much  as  the  dis- 

1  Marginal  nolo  on  IMS.:  "Exlraot  with  private  letter  of  Monsieur 
de  Beauharnoit;."  For  the  nicnioir  of  the  Uinj?  announcini^  this  trans- 
fer, requesting  information  ibout  the  location  of  the  Illinois  country, 
whether  it  should  be  annexed  to  Canada  or  Louisiana;  and  roqticsting 
co-operation  with  the  governor  and  inlendant  of  the  latter  colony,  eee 
N.  y.  Co/on.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  1025— En. 

'■^ Marginal  note  on  MS.:  "Monsieur  dc  Beauhamois  appends  it  to 
one  of  his  despatches."  On  the  copy  of  this  document,  prcparc»l  (or 
the  use  of  the  government  (Canada,  Corresp.  g(5n.,  vol.  58.  c.  11.  fol. 
229),  is  written:  "There  is  reason  to  believe  that  when  the  Savages 
took  this  step  they  were  not  aware  that  the  King  had  taUcn  back  l.oui;?i- 
ana."— En. 
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tance  will  permit,  with  the  Sieurs  Perrier^  and  Salmon  in 
everything  that  may  procure  the  mutual  advantage  of  both 
Colonies.  The  fonner  liave  already  begun  'to  place  themselves 
in  communication  with  the  latter,  and  the  Sieur  De  Beauharaois 
has  accordingly  written  to  the  Sieur  De  Vincennes,  who  com- 
m,ands  among  the  Wiatanons,  and  has  recommiended  him  to 
devote  all  his  attention  to  frustrating  the  attempts  that  the 
English  might  make  to  prevent  communication  between  that 
Province  and  Canada,  and  to  prepare  those  Savages  to  second 
Monsieur  Perrier  in  case  he  should  take  any  action  against  the 
Ohicachas,  whom  he  points  out  to  the  Sieur  De  Beauhamois  as 
being  the  instigators  of  the  attack  by  the  Nachez  upon  the 
French  of  the  Mississipi.  The  V/iatanons  are  in  a  better 
position  to  harass  The  Chicachas  and  to  give  the  Sieur  Poirier 
The  aid  that  he  asks  in.  tliis  quarter  in  case  his  Majesty  should 
order  Ilim  to  punish  that  nation." 

We  are  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very 
humble  and  very  obedient  Servants, 

HOCQUART 

BEAUirAKNOIS. 

Quebec,  October  12th,  1731. 

iPerier  was  governor  of  Louisiana  from  1726-33.  He  was  an  officer 
of  the  marine,  and  Imiglit  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis.  When  he  was 
relieved  of  the  governorship  by  Bienville,  he  returned  to  France,  being 
promoted  to  a  lieutenant-generalship.  Later,  he  served  in  a  campaign 
in  St.  Domingo.— ^ Ed. 

-On  the  question  of  the  Illinois  country,  and  whether  it  should 
be  joined  to  Canada  or  Louisiana,  on  a  copy  prepared  for  the  use  of 
the  government  (Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  58,  c.  11,  fol.  22S),  is 
endorsed:  "Await  the  reply  of  Messrs.  Perrier  and  Salmon."  This 
proved  convincing  enough  to  retain  the  Illinois  undor  the  Louisiana 
government. —  Eu. 
10 
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1731:    ILLINOIS  ATTACK  REMNANT  OF  THE  FOXES 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister.  MS.  in  the  archives 
of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen., 
vol.  54,  c.  II,  fol.  419."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  the  honor  to  Send  joii  herennto  an- 
nexed an  Extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  mo  by  the  Sienr  de 
Boishebert  to  whom  It  was  written,  respecting  the  Attack 
recently  made  by  the  Ilinois  Upon  the  remnant  of  the  E/cnards. 
Although  I  have  granted  them  their  lives  on  the  conditions  that 
I  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  yon,  The  savages  appear  to 
me  to  be  inclined  to  wipe  ont  the  race,  and  I  shall  Maintain 
them  in  that  disposition  If  the  Renards  fail  to  do  what  they 
promised  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  witli  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
nenr,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauiiaijnois 

Quebec,  October  10th,  1731. 


1732:    IROQUOIS  AND  HURON  ATTACK  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  from  an  account  sent  by  Boish6bcrt  to  Beauharnois,  dated 
Feb.  28,  1732.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  corresp.  gen.,  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  298."] 

Forty  Seven  Iroquois  from  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains ^  wlio 
were  Invited  by  laforest,  the  first  Chief  of  tlie  hurons,  camo 
here  last  autumn  for  the  ])ur])ose  of  going  to  war  witli  the 
hurons  against  tlie  Ttcna^nls.  Wlien  they  roacliod  tliis  Post 
nearly  all  llie  young  men  of  llie  Oulaouacs  and  Voutouatamis 
had  started  for  tlicir  winter  liuni.  Some  (^hiefs  gave  (\dhir9 
to  the  hurons  (o  detain  them  until  tln^  Spring,  promising  llieni 
that  all  their  young  men  wouKl  T'ollow  tluMii.    Tlie  hurons  re- 

iThese  were  (ho  uiis.sion  Iroquois,  siMllod  in  Canada,  at  Ww  Lake 
of  Two  Mountains  (a  widening  of  ihc  Ottawa  River  near  its  niou(li). 
This  mission  was  founded  in  1717,  and  bad  drawn  together  a  village 
of  converted  Iroquois. —  Ed. 
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plied  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Iroquois  to  wait  so  long 
and  to  return  to  their  Village  Without  first  going  to  seek  their 
common  Enemy.  As  the  Iroquois  were  unprovided  with  Muni- 
tions of  war,  they  asked  me  for  some;  these  I  deemed  advisable 
to  supply,  as  well  as  the  insti-uctions  wliicli  they  begged  me  to 
give  them  Eespecting  the  Route  they  should  Follow,  so  as  not 
to  be  mistaken  with  regard  to  the  N'ation  they  were  to  attack. 
They  started  on  the  lYth  of  October  to  the  number  of  124, 
IsTamely :  Y4  hurons,  46  Iroquois,  and  4  Outaouacs.  This  small 
army  reached  the  River  St.  Joseph  after  a  few  days'  march  and 
found  that  the  Poutouatamis  had  left  for  their  winter  Hunt. 
They  passed  on  and  went  to  Chicagou,  and  as  they  had  some 
sick  men  with  them,  they  built  a  fort  there,  and  left  some  of 
their  people  in  it  to  guard  them.  Some  Poutouatami  Chiefs 
came  to  them  during  their  Stay  there  to  beg  them  to  wait  until 
the  Spring  v/hen  they  would  march  with  them  ;  but  they  would 
not  listen  to  their  proposal  and  Continued  their  Route  as  far 
as  the  Tvicapous,  who  ^vovQ^  frightened  at  first  on  their  arrival, 
and  made  the  same  proposal  to  them  that  the  Poutouatamis  had 
made.  They  would  not  agi'ce  to  it  and  pushed  on  to  the  Mas- 
coutins  who  were  pretty  badly  friglitened.  The  hurons  reas- 
sured them  and  tried  to  Induce  them  to  join  their  party;  But 
they  replied  that  it  Would  be  too  risky  and  that  even  if  tliey 
joined  together  ihey  Would  not  be  able  to  destroy  tlie  Renards 
who  were  very  numerous.  The  hurons  and  Iroquois,  who  found 
themselves  at  a  distance  of  more  than  250  Leagues  from  home 
and  almost  In  the  Enemy's  country,  asked  the  Maskoutins  for 
10  men  to  guide  them  to  the  Boundaries  that  enclosed  the  Chil- 
dren of  Onontio.^  This  was  granted  to  them  nnd  they  pt«>- 
coeded  toward  the  Ouisconsin.  The  guides  told  our  savages 
that  they  were  On  the  Enemy's  Soil ;  that  they  had 
only  to  march  straight  before  them  Without  Devi- 
ating, that  tlioy  would  meet  nothing  but  Renards;  and  then 
these  guides  retunied  to  their  Vilhige.  The  liurons  and  Tro 
quois  marched  some  days  more,  when,  as  many  among  thorn  and 


iThat  is,  tho  tribes  friendly  to  tlie  French. — Ed. 
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'  especially  the  Old  men  suffered  from  hunger  and  fatigue 
caused  by  the  deep  Snow  which  compelled  them  to  Use  Snow- 
shoes,  they  held  a  council  and  several  of  the  Old  men  thought 
that  they  should  turn  back.  The  young  men  were  not  of  the 
same  Opinion,  and  stated  that  they  had  not  come  So  far  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  Without  striking  a  blow  and  one  of 
them  added  that  he  would  perish  rather  than  go  back  to  His 
Village  Without  having  killed  some  men.  Two  of  the  most 
notable  among  the  huron  Chiefs  said  that  they  were  in  good 
health  and  that,  although  they  were  Old  men,  they  Felt  strong 
enough  not  to  give  up  the  undertaking.  The  little  army  Broke 
up ;  the  Old  men,  both  hurons  and  Iroquois,  went  ])ack  toward 
Ohicagou ;  while  the  others,  ISTamely  40  hurons  and  30  Iroquois, 
Pollowed  the  Eoute  that  led  to  the  Ouisconsin.  After  several 
days'  march,  About  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they  perceived 
in  a  prairie  three  men  who  were  coming  to  meet  them.  These 
were  three  R<3nards  who  took  to  flight  as  soon  as  they  saw 
them.  Our  people  pursued  them  thinking  that  they  Came  from 
4  or  5  Cabins  of  which  they  had  been  told ;  but  tliey  wore 
greatly  surprised  when  they  reached  the  top  of  a  Hill  to  see  46 
Cabins  in  a  Yalley  on  the  bank  of  the  Ouisconsin  (Tliis  was  the 
principal  village  of  the  Eenards).  The  Chiefs  Encouraged  the 
young  men,  telling  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear;  that 
they  had  to  deal  with  dogs  who  did  not  acknowledge  the  master 
of  life.  The  Renards  wlio  had  been  wamed  by  tlie  three  men 
and  had  had  time  to  seize  their  Weapons,  came  out  to  the  num- 
ber of  90  to  attack  our  people  who  Iveccived  their  volk\y  and 
replied  to  it  by  two  volleys  in  succession.  The  Chiefs  told  the 
Young  men  not  to  amuse  themselves  liy  shooting;  tlioy  made 
them  lay  down  their  gi'us,  and  with  a  tomnbnwk  in  oik^  linnd 
and  a  Dagger  in  the  other  they  forced  llie  Iveunrds  biu'k  into 
their  Village;  they  Pursued  them  so  closely  and  great  was 
the  Carnage  that  YO  of  the  Eenards  were  killed  On  the  spot, 
and  14  wore  made  prisoners  ;  80  women  and  Ciiildrcn  wrn^  also 
killed,  and  140  of  them  were  ca]itured,  l^esidcs  10  Tu^nnnls  who 
Escaped  quite  naked  and  who  died  of  C(dd.  Vhc  lumens  had 
6  men  killed  and  several  wounded.     I''iii:illy.  aft(>r  this  Attack 
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they  unbound  a  Eenard  Chief  who  was  wounded  in  the  thigh  and 
after  dressing  his  Avound,  they  Sent  him  with  G  women  to  tell 
the  remainder  of  ITia  ^NTaiion  that  the  hurons  and  Iroquois  had 
just  eaten  up  their  chief  Village  where  they  would  remain  for 
two  days ;  that  if  the  T?.enards  wished  to  Follow  them  they 
were  free  to  do  so  hut  that  as  soon  as  they  would  see  them  they 
would  begin  by  breaking  the  heads  of  all  their  women  and 
Childi'en  ;  that  the}^  wouhl  juake  a  Kampart  of  their  dead  bodies 
and  afterward  would  endeavor  to  pile  the  remainder  of  the 
Nation  on  top  of  them.  The  Eenard  Chief  proceeded  to  a 
small  fort  of  nine  Cabins  On  the  bank  of  the  Mississipy.  As 
soon  as  he  arrived  there  those  who  were  in  the  fort  Sent  word 
to  three  Cabins  that  had  detached  Themselves  from  it  some 
time  before  to  warn  them  of  the  blow  that  liad  been  stmck. 
The  Sieur  Dorval  and  two  other  Frenchmen  who  had  left 
Montreal  with  Monsieur  De  Linctot  for  the  post  among  the 
Scioux,  were  at  those  three  Cabins  at  the  time.  ]\Ionsieur  de 
Linctot  who  had  been  unable  to  reach  His  destination  tlie 
previous  autumn,  had  built  a  fort  On  the  Mississipy  at  a  Place 
called  the  Mountain  whose  foot  is  bathed  by  the  Water  (la 
Montague  qui  trempe  dans  V  Eau)/  About  30  Leagues  above 
the  Mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin,  where  finding  Himself  short,  of 
Provisions  he  had  been  compelled  to  disperse  a  portion  of  His 
peoi>le  to  live  among  the  savages.  A  Ronard  chief  of  these 
tliree  Cabins  told  the  said  Sieur  Dorval  that  it  was  their  Father 
Onontio  who  caused  tlicm  to  be  killed,  because  the  hurons  and 
Iroquois  never  rose  from  their  Mats  except  u])on  His  couunand. 
He  replied  that  the  hurons  belonged  to  Detroit  and  that  No 
doubt  they  had  started  from  there  Without  their  Father  being 
informed  of  their  ex[)edition.  ^'Well,'^  said  tlic  Kenard,  ^^since 
thou  assurest  mo  that  the  French  have  nothing  to  with  it, 
make  them  give  me  back  three  of  my  Children  whom  they  arc 
taking  away."  The  Penards  disarmed  the  Frenchman  and 
Ix3d  him  to  tlieir  fort,  and  thenco  to  the  Vlace  where  tJieir 
people  had  been  killed.    The  Chief  proposed  to  him  to  Follow 

1  Mount  Tionipealoau,  lujar  \hv  villa^Ao  of  Ti  iMupcaloau.  Wis. — Ki>. 
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our  warriors  to  redeem  His  three  Children,  and  he  gave  him 
a  Rohe  and  17  Beaver  skins  for  their  Ransom.  The  French- 
man accepted  the  errand  and  was  led  by  that  cliief  to  the  place 
where  our  Warriors  had  kindled  their  last  fire  and  whither  he 
was  told  to  retuni  when  he  had  ransomed  tlie  Children.  -  The 
Sieur  Dorval  started  and  overtook  the  hurons  with  whom  he 
came  to  Detroit,  well  pleased  with  the  Errand  with  which  he 
had  been  entrusted.  It  is  estimated  that  the  "Renards  have 
lost  300  persons,  both  killed  and  prisoners.  The  Warriors 
brought  100  and  some  Slaves  to  Detroit  and  they  have  assured 
me  that  the  number  of  the  killed  and  of  the  prisoners  was  300, 
besides  13  women  and  2  men  whom  tliey  stale  to  have  been 
killed  while  endeavoring  to  Escape  on  the  Koad.  From  the 
report  of  these  Slaves  there  would  remain  of  this  nation,  at 
the  most,  30  True  Renards,  some  women  and  Children,  who 
Would  be  very  happy,  they  say,  to  take  refuge  among  other 
Nations.  They  added  that  they  were  going  down  to  place  them- 
selves at  their  Father's  mercy. 


[Letter  of  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  enclosins  the  pre- 
ceding document.    Source,  the  same,  but  fol.  200.1 

MoistsetCtNktie, — Monsieur  do  Tloishebort  has  just  Sent  me 
■news  which  I  have  the  honor  lo  conuniinicate  to  you  and  which 
is  all  the  more  welcome  that  it  tells  us  of  the  almost  entire  rout 
of  the  Ilenards  who  had  Esca])cd  from  the  attack  "AFadc  on  them 
by  Monsieur  do  Villicrs.  Although  T  had  the  honor  of  inform- 
ing you  last  year  that  I  had  granted  the  rcnmant  of  that  nation 
their  lives  on  the  conditions  that  1  nKMitionod  to  yon,  T  also 
had  the  honor  of  observing  to  yon  that  the  hnron  Savages  of 
Detroit  had  asked  me  for  ])(M'missi(ui  to  raise  A  ]>ar(y  foi-  the 
purpose  of  Atlacking  ihem,  and  of  exieniiinat ing  IIumi-  racx} ; 
and  they  stated  that  they  would  carry  out  that  undcM-laking  on 
their  own  acconnt.  My  answcM*  Was,  l\Ionseign(^nr,  as  you  may 
have  seen,  thai  1  conld  not  give  tlu^in  sueli  iMMinission  l>eeanse 
I  had  granted  Ihe  IJenards  their  liv(^s;  but  thai  I  wonhl.  nevor- 
theloss,  rcnuiiii  nontral  in  tlii^  disputes  that  might  arivso  bolwcon 
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them — for  I  fully  believed  that  if  I  did  not  Expressly  forbid 
thorn,  thoy  wonld  Carry  ont  thoir  desi^i^.  Tin's  tliey  did  on. 
their  nrriviil  Ihcii"  villn«;(',  ii.s  yon  will  Sec,  Moiisciiriiciir,  by 
the  J^lxtract  from  tlie  re|Hjrt  on  (lio  matter  sent  me  by  JMonsieur 
de  Boishebert  which  I  have  the  honor  to  append. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neiir,  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Beauharnois 

Montreal,  May  23rd,  1732. 


[The  following  document,  containing  additional  details,  is  endorsed: 
"Appendix  to  the  Relation  of  the  defeat  of  tiie  Renards,  Respecting 
what  gave  the  advaiitage  to  the  Ilurons  and  Iroquois."  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  320.] 

The  Snow  being  very  deep  at  the  Spot  where  the  hurons  and 
Iroquois  attacked  the  Benards  and  put  tliem  to  flight,  it  was 
Easier  to  destroy  them,  because  the  latter  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  wearing  snow-shoes  and  are  not  as  skillful  in  their  Use  as  the 
hurons  and  Iroquois.  This  gave  our  warriors  a  great  advantage 
Over  them,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Exjoe- 
dition. 

It  has  already  been  stated  in  the  relation  that  there  were  45 
Cabins  of  Benards  Together,  which  our  savages  attacked,  but 
it  would  be  Surprising  that  there  should,  have  been  so  many 
after  the  blow  inflicted  by  Monsieur  do  Villiers,  and  the  others 
that  had  previously  been  struck  at  them,  were  not  this  Ex])lained 
by  tlie  fact  that  they  had  found  the  secret  of  withdrawing  their 
Slaves  from  all  the  other  Nations  Except  the  Ilinois  who  have 
given  no  quarter  to  any  Avho  were  among  Them. 

We  must  relate  here  a  circumstance  whicli  is  as  singular  to 
some  as  it  is  a  matter  of  faith  to  otliers  and  especially  to  the 
Savages.  Shortly  before  the  action,  tlie  hurons  nuuK'  medicine.* 
This  was  disapproved  of  by  the  Iroquois,  who  adth'd  tlial  thoy 

iMarginal  noUi  on  MS.  :  "The  warriors  ar^  in  tlic  hnbil  of  rubl)ing 
themselves  with  a  kind  of  grease  whicli  t'ley  claim.  pn^siMvcs  tlictn 
from  the  ICffecls  of  lJullets  and  of  Arrows." 
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ehould  place  all  their  reliance  in  the  master  of  Life.  The 
hurons  retorted  that  the  others  had  too  much.  But  at  the  first 
volley  the  cliief  medicine-nian  was  killed  ^vitli  4  or  5  of  his 
nation  who  had  like  him  made  use  of  the  medicine.  ,  The 
Iroquois  did  not  lose  a  man  in  the  whole  hattle.  Thc}^  were 
all  very  assiduous  in  saying  their  prayers  night  and  morning 
throughout  the  journey. 

The  Iroquois  came  to  see  their  Father  Onontio  on  their 
return  from  the  Expedition,  on  June  5th.  They  told  him 
that  out  of  the  148  prisoners  mentioned  in  the  relation,  The 
hurons  had  killed  56  on  the  way  back,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
they  experienced  in  leading  so  gi-eat  a  number,  and  through 
fear  that  they  might  Escape;  And  that  there  might  remain 
About  thirty  True  Renards  whom  they  would  have  destroyed 
had  they  been  in  the  Village  that  they  attacked ;  but  tliey  were 
in  the  nine  cabins  that  we  have  mentioned.  It  is  ])resumed 
that  the  Puants  or  other  nations  wliicli  are  Their  Enemies, 
have  destroyed  them;  they  have  been  informed  of  the  Blow 
inflicted  by  our  settled  savages. 


1732:    THE  KING'S  MEMOIR 

[Extract  of  the  yearly  instructions  of  the  King  and  Minister  to  the 
Governor  and  Intendaul  of  New  France.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere 
des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection  Moreau-St.  ]M6ry,  vol.  lu, 
f.  12,  fol.  33."J 

VEusAirxES,  April  22nd,  1732. 

His  Majesty,  haviug  obtained  information  respecting  the 
matters  whereof  the  Sicurs  de  Beauhnrnois  and  Tlocqiiart  Wrote 
last  year  in  regard  to  the  aifairs  of  the  Colony,  lins  dociiird  to 
explain  to  thcni  IFis  i?  tontions  C^mcorning  cerlnin  jxuiions  of 
tJiat  administration. 

*  *  -x-  -x-  -x-  X-  ■>!■  -X- 

Defeat  of  the        Nothing  can  add  to  the  Satisfaction  felt  by 
Eenards.        His  Majoaty  on  receiving  the  confirmation  of 
the  news  of  the  ahnost  Total  defeat  of  tho 
Renards  in  tho  battle  fought  against  that  natiiui  by  tlio  dctaoh- 
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ment  Under  the  Command  of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  and  of  the 
Sieur  de  St.  Ange.  This  defeat,  added  to  the  losses  xjrevionsly 
Inflicted  on  those  Savages  by  the  allied  Savages,  and  to  those 
since  Inflicted  on  them  by  the  illinois,  mnst  have  reduced  them 
to  such  a  Condition  as  to  remove  all  fears  of  their  rising  again. 
Approves  what  has  His  Majesty  approves  of  the  Sieur  de 
been  done  with  Beauharnois's  having  kept  near  him  one 
regard  to  them.  of  the  two  chiefs  who  came  down  to 
Montreal  to  ask  pardon  for  the  remnant 
of  the  nation,  and  of  his  having  sent  back  the  other  to  get  four 
of  the  principal  warriors  of  the  IsTation  and  bring  them  down 
to  Montreal  next  Summer.  He  likewise  approves  of  his  having 
told  them  that  Otherwise  they  could  not  Hope  for  mercy.  The 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  will  be  Careful  to  report  everything  that 
occurs  in  connection  with  this.  His  Majesty  is  convinced  that 
he  has  taken  the  proper  measures  to  reduce  that  iS^ation  to  such 
a  condition  that  it  no  longer  will  be  able  to  trouble  the  Colony. 

Nevertheless,  as  the  allied  Savages  seem 
Have  the  remainder    disposed  to  destroy  the  remainder,  he 
of  the  Renards  de-    must  Encourage  them  in  this  disposi- 
stroyed  by  the  allies,    tion,  in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to 
make  use  of  them  when  occasion  offers. 
It  must  not  be  imagined  that  that  Nation  will  restrain  itself 
when  it  Shall  be  in  a  Condition  to  rise;  and  the  best  way  to 
prevent  its  causing  the  same  trouble  to  the  Colony  in  tho  Future 
that  it  has  done  in  the  ]>ast,  is  to  disjiorsc  those  who  remain 
among  the  other  Nations.    His  ]\rajesty  has  no  doubt  that  ho 
has  acted  in  that  Spirit. 

Scioux  —  Approves       His  Majesty  approves  of  the  Sieur  do 
the  re-establishment    Beauharnois's  having,  witli  the  view  of 
of  the  post.  })rof!ting  by  tho  advantages  of  that  de- 

feat, Taken  steps  to  rc-i'stablish  the  jx^st 
of  the  Scioux  which  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  tlie  war 
"with  the  Bcnards.  He  also  approves  tho  C/outract  made  •with 
tlio  Voyageurs  who  Hav(^  undertaken  to  convoy  tho  Connnan- 
dant  and  Missionary  tlKU-e,  and  would  cousider  it  advisable 
that,  in  addition  to  the  three  years  enjoyuuMil  o(  that  yo>[  ah 
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lowed  those  Voyagenrs  by  the  Contract,  they  Ee  allowed  a  fourth 
year  to  compensate  them  for  the  loss  they  suffered  by  being 
compelled  to  Evacuate  the  post  when  first  Established. 
Reasons  for  Moreover,  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  is  aware 
maintaining  of  the  importance  of  that  post,  Both  with  the 
the  said  post,  view  of  fostering  the  friendly  feeling  so  often 
manifested  by  the  Scionx,  And  of  establishing 
trade  with  the  assiniboels  and  the  Christinanx.^  ITis  ]\rajesty 
is  therefore  convinced  that  he  will  devote  all  the  Attention  in 
his  power  to  the  furtherance  of  that  Establishment.  His 

Majesty  also  approves  of  his  havino;  Sent  the  Sieur 
La  Baye    de  Villiers  to  re-establish  the  post  of  la  Baye  which 

had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the 
E-enards;  He  is  convinced  that  that  officer  will  have  found  the 
Sakis  disposed  to  rebuild  their  former  village  there  also.  The 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  will  report  Later. 

******** 

Chaouanons.  His  Majesty  has  learned  with  pleasure  that 
the  Chaoiianons  came  down  to  Montreal  last 
Summer  to  ask  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  indicate 
the  ]>lace  where  he  ^\'isll(Hl  lo  ])la('e  tlieni.  He  also  ap]U'Ovos  of 
his  having,  with  the  view  of  bringing  them  nearer  to  the  Colony 
and  of  detaching  them  from  the  h]nglit;h.  Sent  tlie  Sieur  Jon- 
caire  with  them  to  place  tlu^iii  on  the  jSTorth  bank  of  the  B.iver 
Oyo.  He  recommends  him  to  foster  carefully  the  favorable 
disposition  of  that  nation  so  as  to  derive  all  the  advantages  tliat 
were  expected  in  the  event  of  a  rupture  with  the  iroquois.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  persist  in  the  resolution,  to  which 
they  appeared  to  have  come,  not  to  Endure  the  English;  the 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  must  be  Careful  m  srr  this. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 


iThe  solicitude  for  Iho  t ratio  of  tlioso  two  tribes  was  duo  to  the 
pressure  of  the  Hudson's  Hay  Cojupauj-.  For  llieir  location  and  allini- 
lles,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  pp.  189,  100.  408.— En. 
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Illinois,  His  Majesty  has  taken  cognizance  of  the  reasons 

Natchez  for  which  the  Sieurs  de  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart 
Choctas  consider  it  advisable  that  the  country  of  the  illinois 
Ohicachas.  Savages  Should  Be  a  dependency  of  the  general 
Government  of  new  France.  When  he  shall  have 
considered  those  expressed  on  the  Subject  by  the  Sieurs  Perrier 
and  Salmon,  Governor  and  commissary-general  of  Louisiana, 
He  will  decide  what  is  most  expedient,  and  Signify  His  inten- 
tions. But,  in  any  case,  whether  that  post  be  retained  or  de- 
tached from  the  Goveniment  of  Loiiisiana,  it  Will  \ye  Equally 
a  dependency  of  the  general  Government,  and  the  Sieur 
Marquis  de  Beauhaniois  must  devote  the  same  attention  to  it. 
The  Sieur  Perrier,  Governor,  must  have  informed  him  that 
the  IsTatchez  ISTation  has  not  been  so  thoroughly  destroyed  as  was 
believed,  and  that  there  still  remained  two  or  three  hundred 
warriors  who.  Supported  by  the  Chicaclias,  Endeavored  to  in- 
duce the  islinois  to  rise ;  that  the  latter  sent  their  three  ambassa- 
dors to  the  Sieur  Perrier  at  new  Orleans  where  the  Choctas, 
whom  he  induced  to  declare  against  the  Chicaclias  went  and 
Burned  them  ;  that  the  English  are  making  every  effort  to  con- 
ciliate those  two  ISTations  and  that  it  is  most  important  to  prevent 
this  for  the  peace  and  preservation  of  that  Colony.  His 
Majesty  recommends  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  Con- 
sider what  measures  he  may  adopt  to  further  this.  Tf  he  could 
succeed  in  getting  some  E'ations  to  join  the  illinois  and  the 
French  in  that  quarter  and  induce  thorn  to  strike  the  Chicaclias, 
the  latter  would  be  destroyed  or  at  least  compelled  to  keep  (piict 
and  Bcmove  to  a  distance  from  the  Colony.  But,  in  order  that 
this  may  be  more  Surely  effected,  it  Should  be  done  in  concert 
with  the  Governor  of  T>ouisiana  who  might  cause  them  to  bo 
attacked  at  the  same  Time.  His  Majesty  loaves  overylhini?  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  l^eauharnois,  convinced 
as  He  is  that  he  will  devote  the  same  al  tent  ion  to  1  Louisiana  as 
to  Canada.  He  recommends  him  not  to  los(;  sight  of  this  object, 
being  careful  ncn'crthcless  to  siw^  that  i(  doos  not  entail  t<>i)  great 
an  expense. 

•X-  -x-  -X-  -x  4c  ^  * 
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With  regard  to  tlie  Trade  in  Brandy  with  the  Savages,  His 
Majesty  lias  approved  of  the  act  of  tlie  Sienrs  de  Beaiiharnois 

and  Hocquart,  last  Summer,  in  repeating 
Giving  Brandy  the  prohibitions  on  the  Subject  and  in  giv- 
to  the  Savages.      ing   orders   to   the  jiosts  that  licjnor  Bo 

given  to  the  Savages  only  with  great  Cir- 
cumspection,  and  by  making  them  Understand  that,  in  such 
distribution,  the  French  are  actuated  more  by  a  desire  to  please 
than  by  their  own  inclinations.  By  acting  in  this  Spirit,  it  will 
be  possible  to  avoid  the  abuses  that  might  occur  In  such  Trade, 
and  would  lead  His  Majesty  to  prohibit  it,  were  He  not  con- 
vinced that  the  Sieurs  de  Beauharnois  and  Hoequart  are  devot- 
ing to  this  matter  all  the  attention  he  has  recommended  them  to 
give. 

Moreover,  His  Majesty  has  had  the  Order  Examined  that  the 
Sieur  Co-adjutur  of  ()iicbcc^  lias  issued  on  tlu  Subject,  and, 
from  the  report  made  to  him  thereon.  He  has 
Mandement  found  that  that  Order  contains  nothing  contrary 
concerning  to  Royal  authority  nor  to  public  order.  He 
brandy.  nevcrllicicss  wislics  liiin  (o  obsc'i'\'L'  ihat,  in  addi- 

tion to  the  difficulty  that  will  be  experienced 
by  those  who  are  Far  away  in  having  recourse  to  the  Bishop  in 
the  case  lie  has  rcscr\'ed'"  for  liiuisclf,  the  provisions  c>t  such  an 
order  may  cause  alarm  to  those  Avho  have  charge  of  the  Work> 
ing  of  the  posts  on  His  Majesty's  account,  and  who  by  Ilia 
orders  distribute  Brandy  to  the  Savages  with  all  the  discretion 
and  circumspection  that  can  be  desired  j 
Drawbacks  in  and  it  Is  to  bo  feared  that,  inasmuch  as 

connection  with  the  reserved  case  prevents  their  api^'oach- 
the  reserved  case        ing  llie  Sacramculs,  ii  would  d(\gonerato 

1  Pierre  Armand  Dosquet,  Sulpilian  priest,  lirsl  caiue  to  Canada  in 
1721,  retmiied  to  Europe,  and  was  consecrated  at  Rome,  lieinu:  there- 
upon appointed  coadjutor  oL'  Monseigneur  Mornay,  the  old  hishop  of 
Quebec.  On  (lie  resignation  oi'  the  latter,  Dosquet  became  bishop  in 
1734.— Ei). 

■^(his  rtweriH/ —  Certain  casiH  wIumv  tht>  l»isliop  i\\ouo  or  scnucbotiy 
specially  deputed  by  hini  can  ^;ranl  absolution.  -Ck.wmoim)  Li.m»say. 
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found  by  Monsieur  into  a  habit,  which  would  be  productive 
Dosquet.  Means  of  a  greater  evil.  His  Majesty  is  con- 
of  avoiding  it.  vinced  that  he  will  find  a  middle  course 

by  which  this  drawback  may  be  avoided. 
The  Sieurs  de  Beauharnois  and  Ilocquart  will  reix)rt  what  may 
happen  in  this  respect. 

On  the  request  made  by  the  Sieur  ^Marquis  de  Beaiiharuois 
for  some  Medals  for  distribution  to  the  Savage  chiefs  who  may 
deserve  the  same  by  their  good  conduct,  His 
Medals  for  Majesty  has  given  orders  to  send  him  twelve  of 
Savages.  those  struck  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of  Mon- 
sieur le  dauphin;  and  he  recoimnends  him  to  dis- 
tribute them  only  with  full  cogTiizance  of  the  facts,  to  those 
who,  when  the  opportunity  offers,  may  give  proofs  of  their  at- 
tachment to  the  interests  of  the  ISTation.  This  is  the  best  way  to 
maintain  them  in  this  Disposition  and  to  make  them  look  upon 
this  mark  of  honor  as  a  reward. 

•K-  -Jf  -X-  -X-  7f  -x-  *  * 

Done  at  Verstalles  the  12th  of  April  1732 

Louis 

Phelypeaux^ 


1732:    SALE  AT  MACKINAC  IN  1728 

[Report  of  Hocquart,  dated  Sept.  1,  1732.  MS.  in  archives  of  Miu- 
istSre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6u.,  vol. 
58,  c.  11,  fol.  27."] 

Statement  of  the  sale  made  by  Monsieur  Dcmoutigny,  Com- 
mandant of  ]V[ichilimakiiiac,''  of  certain  munitions  and  goods 
remaining  there,  in  1728. 

iJean  Fr6d6ric  Phelypeaux,  Comte  de  Maurepas,  was  minister  of  the 
marine  (including  the  colonies),  1723-49.— En. 

2 Jacques  Tcstard,  Sieur  de  Montigny  (called  La  Marque),  was  one 
of  the  most  noted  Canadian  oflicers  during  the  forty  years  following 
1690.  He  was  born  in  10(53,  and  while  an  ensign  took  part  in  tho 
attack  upon  Schenectady  (1690),  where  he  was  wounded,  and  thero- 
upon  was  promoted  to  a   lieutenancy.    In   1095  ho  conuu.inded  in 

I  ir.9  ] 
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To  Avil : 

Five  gains  10  livrcs 

Three  mattocks  10 

One  plane  4.  15 

One  coat  and  two  Capotes  28 

^ine  shirts  at  40  sols  18 
Four  rojDes  %  (inch)  at  3  livres 

10  sols  14.      8.  9 


94.      3  9 

Deduct  for  costs  4.  14 


Total  89.      9.  9 

HOCQUAET 


Made  out  at  Quebec,  September  1st,  1732. 


[Accompanying  this  document  in  the  archives  are  the  following: 
Letter  from  Monsieur  Hocquart  to  the  minister  —  Quebec,  October  S, 

1732  —  respecting  the  sale  of  munitions  left  at  Michilimakinac. 
Extract  from  a  letter  of  Monsieur  de  IMonligny  to  Monsieur  Hocquart, 

■ — April  2,  1731,  on  the  same  subject. 

,  Roll  of  those  whom  I  paid  for  the  year  1728  at  Michilimakinac. 

Statement  of  what  I  did  with  the  King's  Goods  remaining  at  Michili- 
makinak  from  the  Campaign  against  the  Renards.i] 


Acadia,  and  the  following  year  distinguished  himself  in  Iberville's 
expedition  to  Newfoundland.  In  this  latter  place  he  led  the  Abenaki 
allies  in  17(F5-0G,  making  his  name  a  terror  to  the  English  inhabitants. 
Montigny  surrendered  at  Port  Royal  in  1710,  and  was  sent  to  France, 
soon  after  receiving  the  cross  of  St.  Louis.  ^Y\\Qn  Charlevoix  .iournoyrtl 
to  the  West,  he  accompanied  this  officer  as  far  as  Green  Bay,  where 
he  was  commandant,  1721-23;  promoted  to  the  command  at  Mackinac, 
he  served  from  1730-33  it  this  post,  and  died  in  battle  in  1737.  1113 
son,  Jean  Baptiste,  was  a  noted  officer  in  the  French  and  Indian  War 
(1754-63),  and  their  descendants  are  still  prominent  in  Canada. — Kd. 
iThe  two  last  documents  are  signed  by  Lignery. — Ed. 


IGO 
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1732:    FKENCH  INDIANS  INCITED  TO  ATTACK  FOXES  AND 

CHICKASAW 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated,  Oct.  1,  1732.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Cal- 
onies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection,  Moreau-St.  Mery,  vol.  10,  f.  12, 
iol.  5."J 

MONSEIGNEUR  

The  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  has  the  honor  to  inform  you,  Mon- 
seigneur,  by  a  private  letter,  of  the  condition  to  which  the 
Jlenards  are  reduced,  and  of  the  attack  made  upon  that  nation 
by  tlio  hurons  and  the  iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains, 
since  That  of  the  sieur  de  Villiers.  He  ventures  to  hope  that 
his  Majesty  will  he  satisfied  with  his  action  on  this  occasion, 
and  with  the  line  of  conduct  that  he  followed  in  making  the 
savages  act  without  leading  the  other  i^ations  to  think  that  It 
was  through  his  orders,  or,  at  least,  that  he  had  any  knowledge 
of  the  action  of  the  hurons  and  Iroquois.  This  policy  seemed 
to  him  to  be  all  the  more  necessary  that  after  granting  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Renards  their  lives  on  the  Condition  that  they  should 
send  him  this  Summer  four  of  the  most  notable  persons  among 
them,  he  was  very  well  pleased  to  show  that  he  kept  his  word 
while  waiting  for  them  to  keep  Theirs.  They  failed  to  do  so  and 
this  induced  The  Sieur  De  Beauharnois  to  send  back  to  them 
The  hostage  in  his  hands,  whom  he  ordered  to  tell  the  remainder 
of  his  nation  that  as  they  had  not  kept  their  word,  he  left  them 
to  the  mercy  of  the  savages  who  are  in  the  Field,  and  resolved 
to  exterminate  their  race. 

%f  %r  •>^  # 

The  Sieur  Do  Beauharnois  wrote  (his  yvwr  to  the  (""ominand- 
antsi  of  fort  da  Chnrh'cs  in  {\\v  Isliiioi.s  country,  oi'  ihi*  (hiia- 
tanons,  of  the  Minmis,  to  urge  their  savages  to  attack  [ho  Chica- 
chas  whom  they  w(!re  to  consider  as  the  coimnon  enemy  of  all 
the  nations.  lie  also,  through  the  si(Mir  I)e  Boisliebert,  gave 
the  same  notice  to  The  hurons  of  Detroit  who  raised  a  band  to 
attack  the  remnant  of  the  Ivenards-  as  Ik^  did  not  wi.^^h  a  single 
one  to  bo  left  alive  —  that  they  might  also  turn  their  arms 
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against  the  Chicaclias.  Although  the  Sieur  De  Eeauharaois 
was  not  informed  of  his  Majesty's  intentions  with  respect  to  the 
steps  that  had  to  be  taken  to  destroy  that  nation  and  to  obtain 
tranquillity  for  that  Quarter,  he  considered  that  one  of  the 
necessaiy  means  to  be  employed  was  to  canse  a  diver.^ion  aniong 
The  nations  as  he  has  done. 

It  is  certain  that  the  small  parties  that  from  time  to  time  will 
attack  the  Chicachas  will  greatly  harass  them,  and  rednce  them 
to  such  a  Condition  that  they  will  be  compelled  to  remain  quiet. 
Moreover,  as  they  wull  be  harassed  on  the  other  Side  by  the  peo- 
ple nnder  Monsienr  Perrier,  to  whom  the  Sienr  Do  Eeanharnois 
has  communicated  the  steps  that  he  was  taking  on  this  side, 
they  will  be  more  easily  subdued  ;  and  there  seems  to  bo  no  better 
expedient  for  succeeding  in  this.  That  of  causing  The  savages 
to  march,  and  attack  at  the  same  time  as  Those  who  wou.ld  !:>€ 
sent  by  Monsieur  Perrier,  Avould  l)e  a  good  one,  did  not  the  diffi- 
culty of  assembling  these  nations  in  one  Spot  prevent  its  being 
carried 'out.  Another  Peason  is  that  the  savages  do  not  l)(^have 
like  disciplined  Troops,  and  moreover  if  it  were  possible  to 
adopt  this  plan,  it  would  entail  groat  expense  u]>on  his  ^Afajcsty, 
and  it  would  probably  liave  no  better  (^iTect  than  if  {he  Savages 
were  allowed  to  act. 

The  sieur  Perrier  wrote  this  year  to  tlie  sieur  de  Ecauharnois 
that  there  remained  only  about  one  TTinidred  mvn  of  the  Natchez 
nation  who  had  sought  refuge  among  the  Chicachas.  It  would 
appear,  Monseigneur,  that  he  is  mistaken ;  but  though  tliere 
may  be  a  larger  number,  we  may  succeed  in  subduing  them  if 
the  assistance  which  he  informed  the  sieur  de  Eeauharnois  tliat 
he  expected,  be  sent  to  ITim,  and  if  the  orders  despatched  by  the 
sieur  De  Eeaidiarnois  to  the  Posts  l)o  oxecnte<k  Tie  will,  how- 
ever, devote  all  his  attention  to  this  matter  and  will  carry  it  out 
in  The  least  expensive  and  most  suitable  way  for  the  object  wo 

have  in  view — the  subjugation  of  that  nation. 

-:v  •>^  ^        ^  -:v  •)t  *  ^ 

We  remain  with  very  profound  res]>ect,  Monscigne\ir,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants, 

"Rkauhakxois 
Quebec,  October  1st,  1732.  IIOCQUAUT 

[  Hl-2  J 
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1732:    EXPENSES  OF  THE  INDIANS  URGED  TO  WAR 

[Extract  from  a  statement  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the 
French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  76.] 

MONSEIGNEUE — ' 

We  have  received  the  statements  of  the  funds  appropriated 
this  year  both  for  the  marine  and  for  the  Domain  Which  will  l>e 
expended  in  accordance  with  their  destination. 

With  reference  to  the  snm  of  21,749  livres,  12  sols,  6  deniers, 
it  is  true  that  The  Statement  that  was  sent  you  concerning  the 
same  Last  year  was  very  summary.  Monsieur  hocquart  was 
unable  to  make  it  any  more  complete  as  The  last  Ship  was 
about  to  sail. 

We  have  the  honor  to  for^vard  you  a  more  detailed  statement. 
This  expenditure  has  not  been  effected  out  of  the  Magazines. 
The  munitions  of  which  it  consists  were  delivered  to  the  Sav- 
ages by  the  French  Voyageiirs  by  command  and  on  The  written 
orders  of  the  Officers  commanding  the  various  jwsts,  which 
orders  were  countersigned  by  the  missionary,  When  one  hap- 
pened to  bo  there. 

It  has  always  been  the  custom  —  And  it  is  unavoidable — to 
give  provisions  and  other  uiiunitions  to  the  Savages,  When  we 
ask  Them  to  go  to  war.  When  they  are  at  Montreal  or  in  the 
other  places  where  the  King  has  Magazines,  then  tliis  expendi- 
ture is  included  with  that  incurred  for  presents.  But  every- 
where else,  as  at  detroit,  at  !Arissiliinakinac,  at  "River  St  jose])h, 
and  at  the  other  places,  it  is  just  that  the  Voyagcurs  should,  on 
their  return,  bo  repaid  The  price  of  the  munitions  that,  t^iov  have 
taken  to  the  up]:>er  country  for  their  Trade,  and  thnt  thoy  de- 
liver on  The  orders  of  the  Coiiimnndants  for  (exceptional  oc- 
casions, such  as  those  con\ected  with  war.  (^tlierwi^c  the  Oih- 
cors  commanding  in  the  upper  Country  could  not  carry  out  The 
commands  sent  them  by  the  General. 

When  our  .savages  go  on  the  war-path  of  their  own  aciwd 
■without  the  General's  partici]>ation,  such  as  Those  wlio  are  sot- 
ting out  agnimst  I  he  testes  ]>]ates,  tliat  is  lli(>ir  ;ilT;nr  ;nul  it  costs 

11  I  k;:;  I 
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the  King  nothing.  But  in  The  matter  of  The  "Renards,  they  were 
urged  and  solicited  by  us,  and  at  Last  when  Monsieur  The  Mar- 
quis T)e  Beauhamois  gave  orders  to  the  Commandants  of  the 
various  posts  to  execute  his  Majesty's  commands ;  to  urge  The 
savages  to  march  and  to  raise  bands  against  the  Chicachas,  they 
couhi  not  be  induced  tO'  do  so  without  giving  Them  on  the  spot 
some  munitions  anid  provisions  to  enable  them  to  take  tlie  field. 
This  is  the  sole  expense  that  these  "wars  Entail. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

BEAUirARNOIS 
HOCQUAET 

Quebec,  October  9th,  1732. 

P.  S.  The  statement  of  the  expenditure  in  connection  with 
the  last  expeditions  against  the  Renards  which  we  had  The 
honor  to  send  you  last  year,  amounted  to  21,749  livres,  12  sols. 
Those  we  send  you  this  year,  to  the  number  of  three,  hereunto 
annexed,  exceed  that  sum  by  234  livres,  8  sols  owing  to  the 
omission  therein  of  a  receipt  for  an  expenditure  of  like  amount. 

The  first  and  second  of  these  Statements  form  part  of  the 
expenditure  set  forth  in  the  account  of  1730,  to  which  The 
vouchers  are  annexed  ;  and  As  there  is  a  surplus  for  the  said 
year,  we  do  not  ask  you  for  the  money  for  the  same  which 
would  amount  to  7,391  livres  5  sols.  You  will  Observe,  IVFon- 
seigneur,  in  The  third  statement  how  the  various  items  of 
expenditure  composing  it  are  vouched  for.  This  cannot  be  done 
any  better  in  connection  with  expenses  of  that  nature.  We 
could  not  at  The  time  avoid  paying  The  voyngcHi*s  and  others 
who  are  mentioned  therein^  after,  however,  examining  and  even 
reducing  Their  bills  according  to  tlie  value  of  tlie  goods  at  the 
posts  wliero  they  weiv)  supplied. 

You  are  moreover  aware,  Monseigneur,  tliat  The  only  way  to 
get  The  savages  to  act  is  to  give  them  food  and  to  equip  them. 


[164] 
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1732:    LA  RONDE  SBE>KS  TO  EXPLOIT  COPPER  MINES  OF  LAKE 

SUPERIOR 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated,  Oct.  11,  1732.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  95.] 

MoNSEiGWEUR — You  asked  us  in  one  of  your  despatches  this 
year  for  information  respecting  tlie  copper  mine  in  Lake  Su- 
perior, a  specimen  of  the  ore  from  Avhich  was  sent  you  by 
Monsieur  De  Beauharnois  in  1728.  All  the  Information  that 
we  have  hitherto  been  able  to  obtain  consists  in  the  continued 
assurance  of  The  savao'es  that  the  mine  is  in  The  Tonagaun 
Hiver  and  in  the  Riviere  ISToire/  and  there  is  a  constant  tradi- 
tion among  them  that  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Lake  25  Leagues 
from  land,  is  full  of  this  metal ;  That  the  block  of  this  mineral 
lying  on  the  shore  of  tlie  Laka  to  The  West  comes  from  one  of 
those  islands,  and  was  carried  there  by  the  ice/  To  venture  on 
the  discovery  of  those  islands  in  bark  Canoes  is  too  dangerous. 
Lake  Superior  is  a  sea  and  stronger  vessels  with  decks  would  bo 
needed  to  go  from  the  main  land  to  the  said  islands.  Some 
savage  Canoes  attempted  to  cross  over  and  were  lost;  probably 
only  one  succeeded  in  reaching  there  and  in  coming  back,  and 
this  has  given  Eise  to  the  tradition  that  is  preserved  among  tho 
savages  that  one  or  more  of  those  Islands  are  full  of  a  sub- 
stance suitable  for  making  kettles  (this  is  their  expression) 
which  has  been  reported  to  us  both  by  Monsieur  de  la  ronde' 
who  spoke  to  tbe  savages  at  The  time  when  he  coninuuuhMl  at 
Chagouamigon,  and  by  The  sieur  De  saint  Pierre,  an  ensign, 
who  lived  9  years  in  that  quarter,  and  who  Knows  the  savagft 
Language  better  than  the  savag(N,  as  lliey  tlicmselvis  admit.* 

iTlie  Ontonagon  River  and  the  Blade  lliver  of  the  upper  jieninsula 
o£  Michigan,  both  of  wliich  are  indicated  by  those  names  on  l^oUin'a 
map  of  ITtT).— Ed. 

-For  biogra])ii3-  ot  Lrouis  Dciiyn.  Sieur  de  la  Konde,  tub  uwu 
accouril  written  in  1739,  post.    He  died  in  1741. — En. 

■>  .hicciues  le  (jMrdcur,  iSieur  i\o  SI.  ri(Mie  (born  in  1701).  \\;is  llio 
grandson  of  Jean  Nicolet,  anci  son  of  I'aul  le  (lurdeur,  Sieur  tie  St. 

[  105  ] 
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On  this  Information  which  is  more  than  mere  conjecture, 
Monsieur  De  la  ronde  proposes,  in  the  memorial  which  we  have 
The  honor  to  annex  hereto ;  to  build  two  barks  at  his  own  ex- 
pense: one  on  Lake  Superior  and  lhe  other  on  Lake  huron'or 
Michigan ;  in  order  that,  by  means  of  these  barks,  he  may  di»- 
oover  the  islands  in  question,  load  them  with  copper  from  the 
mine  and  transport  the  same  to  ISTiagara,  whence  it  can  easily 
be  taken  to  Quebec. 

Wo  consider  Tlie  Sieur  La  Eoiido's  project  a  lio^.a  fide  one, 
all  the  more  so  that  if  he  does  not  set  to  work  The  same  year  to 
build  a  bark  on  Lake  Superior,  he  will  be  deprived  of  tlie  Ck)m- 
niand  and  trade  of  the  post  of  Ohagouniigan,  which  he  asks  for  9 
years  to  indemnify  Him  for  the  expense  of  his  undertaking  in 
which  he  associates  with  himself  The  sicui-  l)e  8t  Piori-e  an 
equally  prudent  and  intelligent  Officer. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  his  good  faith  nor  of  that  of  IMonsieur 
De  la  ronde,  for  they  will  be  obliged  at  an  early  date  in  the 
Spring  following  the  receipt  of  your  orders,  to  fit  out  at  ]\[on- 
treal  3  or  4  Canoes  loaded  Avith  the  rigging  and  the  appliances 
most  needed  for  building  and  navigating  the  vessels  in  quos- 

Pierre,  who  commanded  at  Cheqiiamegon  in  1718.  Jacques  doubtless 
remained  as  a  trader  in  this  region,  and  thus  acquired  his  great  famil- 
iarity with  Indian  languages.  He  became  one  of  the  most  noted 
officers  in  the  service  of  New  France.  He  was  with  Lignery  in  his 
expedition  of  1728,  and  the  next  year  made  a  peace  between  the  Sioux 
and  the  Cree;  from  1734-37  he  commanded  at  Fort  Beauharnois.  In 
1739-40,  he  commanded  against  the  Chickasaw,  and  built  a  small 
fort  in  their  territory.  In  1745,  he  was  in  command  at  Niagara,  and 
the  same  year  relieved  the  Frencli  garrison  on  Lake  Cham]ilain.  In 
174G,  he  campaigned  in  Acadia,  and  in  1747.  was  sent  to  con^mund  at 
Mackinac  duiing  an  ui)rising  of  the  Indians,  whicli  lie  skillfully 
allayed,  and  nuide  peace  in  the  upper  country.  In  1750.  he  was  pro- 
moted to  a  captaincy,  and  being  sent  to  coutiniu^  the  explorations  of 
the  V6rendryes,  penetrated  as  far  as  tlu^  Saskalchowan  Kivor  Ho 
arrived  in  Canada  late  in  1753,  and  was  at  once  sent  to  the  post  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  encountered  by  Major  Washing- 
ton. UK\ss(Mig(M'  liom  (^.ovcrnor  Dinwiddie  of  Vir:;inia.  \\r  joineti 
Dleskau's  expedition  to  Lake  George  in  1755,  and  was  slain  In  iho  first 
battle. — Ed. 
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tion — an  Expense  wliich  they  would  be  careful  not  to  incur  if 
they  were  not  sure  of  the  Success  of  this  undertaking  in  which 
his  Majesty  runs  no  risk. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur  Your 
very  Iuiiii.IjIp.  and  very  obedient  Sorvnnts. 

Eeauhaenois 
QuEUKc,  October  nth,  1732.  IIOCQUART 


1732:    PATE  OF  THE  FOXES;  LINCTOT  AND  THE  SIOUX  POST; 
RE-ESTABLISHED  POST  AT  GREEN  BAY 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  15,  1732. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  328.] 

Monseigneur — I  have  received  the  Letter  that  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  The  22nd  of  April  last ;  and  I  am 
greatly  flattered  at  the  Satisfaction  given  to  His  Majesty  by  the 
Blow  that  the  Sieur  de  Villicrs  has  inflicted  Upon  tlie  TJonards. 
Although  it  was  a  heavy  one,  and  caused  tlie  destruction  of  the 
majority  of  that  nation,  The  Slaves  whom  those  savages  had 
succeeded  in  withdrawing  from  the  INTations  Avith  whom  they 
Were,  had  enabled  them  to  make  up  a  Village  of  45  Cabins  near 
Onisconsin  in  which  were  ninety  men,  besides  nine  other  Cabins 
at  a  Distance  from  the  former.  It  is  u])on  these  45  Cabins, 
Monseigneur,  that  the  last  blow  was  struck  by  our  Iroquois  from 
the  Lake  of  the  two  Mountains  and  by  tlie  hurons  of  Detroit, 
who  have  won  Over  the  TJenards  a  victory  as  brilliant  as  tl>e 
pnidence  and  bravery  they  had  displayed  in  everything  tliat 
preceded  it.  You  will  Judge  of  it,  ^lonseignenr,  from  the 
relation  that  I  have  alrendy  had  the  honor  of  Sending  You  via.  1* 
Isle  Royallc,  and  which  T  have  the  lic^nor  of  forwarding  you  on 
the  return  of  the  King's  Slii})  with  an  a]>]iondix  res})ecting  that 
whicli  gave  our  Savages  the  advantage.  Wo  may  now  h(^pe  for 
the  Total  destriiction  of  that  nation;  for,  according  to  nil  the 
Letters  sent  me  from  the  u])per  country  and  from  the  IMaeoe 
where  they  are  in  a  position  to  be  thoroughly  infiuiiKnl,  tlio 
remnMut  of  lliiil  iril:e  iire  snid  1(t  con-i^l  nuM-ely  (^t'  l''il\v  or  sixty 
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men  who  beg  for  mercy  on  all  sides,  and  who  make  up,  Say  ten 
Cabins,  which  have  come  to  la  baye  to  cast  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  Monsieur  de  Villiero  ^^d  in  which  were  20  men  and 
30  or  40  women  and  Children;  4  other  Cabins,  two  of  which 
have  gone  to  the  Kikapoux  and  ]\Iaskoutiiis  Avho  would  not 
receive  them  lest  they  might  break  their  word  given  to  their 
Father,  and  the  two  others  to  the  river  St  Joseph  where  they 
were  told  the  same  thing;  while  Six  others  are  Wandering 
about.  These  are  all  that  remain  I  think,  Monseigneur. 
Moreover  if  there  were  any  others,  besides  the  fact  that  they  are 
no  longer  in  a  Condition  to  cause  us  any  Auxiety,  there  will  be 
no  question  of  them  before  very  long  because  All  the  other 
nations  are  actually  in  the  Field  to  cxtermiuate  the  race  as  they 
have  been  Informed  that  the  Kenards  had  failed  to  keep  the 
promise  that  they  had  given  me  to  scud  dowu  four  of  the  most 
notable  Among  them  this  year.  I  sent  back  the  Chief  whom 
they  had  left  me  as  a  hostage,  and  through  him  I  inforuied  them 
that  I  had  relied  on  tlic  woi'd  that  they  had  given  me,  I  had  not 
Requested  the  Nations  to  destroy  them;  That  the  attack  just 
made  Upon  them  by  the  hurons  and  the  Iroquois  was  apparently 
the  sequel  of  the  old  quarrel  that  they  had  had  Together ;  tliat  I 
had  not  been  informed  of  their  expedition ;  but  that  as  they  had 
failed  to  observe  the  conditions  that  had  Induced  me  to  grant 
them  their  Lives,  I  left  their  fate  to  the  discretion  of  the  sav- 
ages. We  may  consider  that  it  is  in  good  liands  judging  from 
the  ardor  they  dis])lay,  and  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  a  ques- 
tion of  any  Kenard  next  year. 

The  Sieur  dn  J.,inct()t  who  has  been  charged  willi  tlie  Ivo- 
establishment  of  the  ])ost  among  the  scionx,  wrote  to  nie  that 
lie  was  um\])le  to  reach  there  before  ]a>^t  s]u*ing\  and  that  lie 
was  compelled  to  ))ass  the  wintei'  at  a  IMnci^  eaUed  ha  ^lon- 
tagne  qui  trempe  dans  I'Eau,  thirty  leagues  from  that  i>os(. 
Through  that  olhcer  T  learned  that  fourli'(M»  Keuards  ^vho 
had  hlscaped  fi*om  the  attack  of  our  hurons  and  Iroquoi?) 
had  conic  to  his  Camp  to  beg  for  their  lives.  Ihit  lhat  through 
fear  of  the  Puants  (who  were  (^iinjuHl  lUMr  the  Sieur  do 
Linctot)   tliey  had  not  long  remained  thiue,  and   1  suspect 
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they  must  be  among  tliose  who  came  to  throw  themselves 
into  the  arms  of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers.  The  Sieur  de  Linctot 
adds  that  there  were  sixty-two  Cabins  of  Scioux  at  the  Place 
where  he  Established  His  post,  And  that  he  expects  a  still 
greater  number  when  these  savages  (most  of  whom  were  away 
hunting)  are  Informed  of  his  arrival;  That  those  Avhom  he 
met  there  had  expressed  great  Satisfaction  at  seeing  the  French 
again;  And  that  the  chiefs  of  that  nation  were  to  come  down 
next  year  to  see  me. 

I  shall  Inform  the  traders  of  that  post  that  his  majesty  has 
granted  them  the  fourth  year's  Privilege,  that  I  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  asking  from  you  for  them ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  beg 
you,  Monseigneur,  to  permit  me  to  allow  them  to  enjoy  it  only 
so  long  as  they  fulfil  the  conditions  of  their  Agreement  (as  they 
have  Pledged  themselves).  This  will  also  induce  them  to  pay 
more  particular  attention. 

The  Sieur  de  Villiers,  whom  I  had  Sent  to  re-establish  the 
post  at  la  Baye,  has  written  to  me  that  the  Sakis  had  rebuilt 
their  old  Village  at  that  Spot  and  that  they  were  there  with  their 
families.  I  have  permitted  the  Voyageurs  to  go  to  that  place 
this  year  to  supply  their  wants,  and  I  shall  continue  this  post 
when  it  is  Established,  as  it  was  before  being  Evacuated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  profound  respect,  Mon- 
seigTieur  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauharnois 

QuKjjEC,  October  15th,  1732. 


1732:    SPEECH  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  RESPONSES 

[Enclosure  in  Beaiiharnois's  annual  report  to  the  Fronrh  Minister; 
no  date  on  document,  but  probably  Oct.  15.  1732.  Spoethes  of  other 
Indians  and  (he  governors'  replies  ac(onii)anied  this.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  57.  c.  11 .  lol.  354.1 

Words  of  the  Ilinois. 

My  Father,  I  have  come  to  see  you  with  my  Brothers,  The 

Quicapoux  and  Mnskoutins  and  to  Fan  you  with  (his  Calumot. 
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I  find  that  the  weather  is  Clear  since  I  see  you.  This  is  onr 
manner  of  presenting  a  Calumet  which  means  peace. 

I  open  my  heart  to  my  Father,  and  it  will  be  glad  when  I 
shall  go  away  after  hearing  his  word.  You  know  that  Ave  were 
The  first  to  attack  the  Eenards  who  killed  us,  which  reduces  us 
to  a  pitiable  Condition.  Therefore,  My  Father,  we  ask  You  to 
have  the  same  Consideration  for  us,  as  You  have  for  your  other 
Children  and  that  You  will  take  care  of  us  who  wish  to  Listen 
to  no  other  word  but  yours. 

Reply  to  the  Words  of  the  Ilinois 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure,  Ouabichagana,  to  See  thee 
united  with  the  Qnicapoux  and  Maskoutins  and  that  you  Live 
together  as  good  brothers.  The  weather  is  always  fair  when  I 
See  my  Children  well-dis]X)sed  as  thou  sccmest  to  me  to  be. 

I  am  convinced  that  thou  openest  thy  heart  to  me,  and  that 
thou  answerest  to  me  for  that  of  thy  young  men  who  are  but 
one  with  thee.  Thou  assurest  me  tliat  thou  wilt  bo  glad  when 
thou  wilt  have  heard  ni}^  word.  Here  it  is:  Thou  and  all  thy 
village  may  rely  upon  my  kindness  and  protection,  so  long  as 
you  behave  as  you  have  hitherto  done.  In  future  I  will  show 
You  the  same  consideration  as  I  have  to  your  Brothers  with 
whom  I  Exhort  you  to  be  united  and  to  have  but  one  heart  a? 
you  have  but  one  Father  who  will  take  care  of  You. 


1732:    CONDITIONS  AT  DETROIT;   OFFICERS  FOR  THE  POSTS 

[EJxtract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  15,  17S2,  with  endorsements  of  the  government,  Jan.  20,  1733. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  HS,  c.  11,  fol.  237.1 

The  Sieur  de  Boishebert's  occupations  in  connection  willi  tlio 
action  of  the  Ilurons  and  Iroquois  against  the  Eonards  havo  not 
allowed  him  to  send  the  maps  that  ho  was  to  JMake  of  T>ake 
Sainte  Claire  and  Lake  Huron.* 

^Endorsement  of  the  Minister:  "It  is  hoped  that  thoy  will  sont 
this  year." 
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He  has  always  recommended  that  officer,  as  he  has  Done  in 
the  case  of  his  predecessors,  to  devote  every  attention  to  the  set- 
tlement of  Detroit  and  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  post/  But 
though  they  have  not  heen  deficient  in  care  On  these  two  Points, 
it  is  impossible  for  this  Settlement  to  become  at  all  considerable 
so  long  as  we  do  not  send  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  there  to 
whom  lands  would  be  conceded,  whose  value  they  might  im- 
prove. And  they  would  Afterward  Become  good  settlers." 
About  one  hundred  salt-Smugglers  might  also  be  sent  there  to 
whom  advances  would  be  made  at  first. 

By  these  means  the  post  would  soon  become  a  considerable 
one,  and  by  its  Strength  it  would  restrain  all  the  nations  of  the 
upper  country. 

He  will,  however,  continue  to  recommend  the  officers  com- 
manding there  to  induce  the  settlers  to  till  their  Farms  and  to 
maintain  order. ^ 

He  will  distribute  the  12  Medals  that  have  been  sent  to  him 
only  to  the  Chiefs  whose  attachment  and  Services  Are  known  to 
him.  As  there  are  many  in  this  position  and  as  the  expedition 
of  our  Iroquois  and  Hurons  against  the  Benards  places  him 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  some  to  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the 
band,  he  Asks  that  others  be  sent  to  him."^ 

He  asserts  that  he  will  be  careful  In  the  selection  of  the 
officers  whom  he  will  send  to  the  posts,  lie  adds  that  his 
attention  in  this  respect  excites  jealousy  but  that  he  considei-s 
solely  the  capability  of  those  whom  he  employs,  the  good  of  the 
Service  and  of  the  Colony.'^ 

1  Endorsement  of  the  Minister:    "To  continue." 

2 Endorsement  of  the  Minister:  "This  can  be  done  only  in  the  event 
of  the  number  of  the  troops  being  increased.  What  can  be  done  will 
be  decided  hereafter." 

•'Endorsement  of  the  Minister:  "Good." 

4 Endorsement  of  the  Minister:  "Good.  Write  to  Monsieur  do  Cotte 
to  send  12  other  similar  to  those  he  sent  last  year." 

s Endorsement  of  Mini^'icr:    "He  cannot  be  too  carofnl." 
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He  intends  to  send  the  Sieur  de  ISToyan  this  year  to  command 
at  Missilimakinac/ 

For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been  recommended  to  Avail 
himself  of  that  officer's  services. 


1733:    FOXES  ATTACKED  IN  THEIR  FORT  AT  MARAMEG; 
SMALLPOX  SPREADS 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
May  1,  1733,  enclosing  letters  from  commandants  in  the  Upper  Country. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  59,  c.  11,  fol.  4."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  you  last  autumn 
that,  owing  to  the  Eenards  having  found  Means  to  withdraw 
some  Slaves  from  the  Nations,  they  were  ahle  to  make  up  the 
Village  which  was  Attacked  by  our  Iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  two 
Mountains  and  tlie  TTurons  of  Detroit,  as  You  may  have  seen, 
Monseigneur,  by  the  relation  that  I  had  the  honor  of  Sending 
You,  which  was  annexed  to  my  Letter,  and  in  Which  T  added 
that  Notwithstanding  tlie  I^Ioav  tliat  our  Warriors  had  struck 
At  Them,  it  was  asserted  that  there  still  remained  fifty  or  sixty 
Men  of  that  tribe  who  were  Wandering  about  and  whom  the 
Nations  wished  to  destroy  utterly;  And  that  Among  others  the 
tribes  at  Detroit  had  raised  a  band  to  kill  them  wherever  they 
might  find  them  assembled. 

I  received  Letters  last  Winter  from  the  Commandants  in  the 
upper  Country  and  from  the  Sicur  de  Boishebcrt  who  wrote  to 
me  that  the  ITurons,  Outaouacs  and  Poutouatamis  of  Detroit 
started  at  the  end  of  last  autumn  to  carry  out  tlicir  design.  I 
append  hereto,  Monscigiieur,  the  relation  of  what  happened  on 
tliat  Occasion,  wliicli  has  hvvn  siMit  iiu  by  llio  Sicur  (K-  l^oishe- 
bert  and  by  the  Commandants  of  the  Kiver  St  Joseph  and  of  the 
Mi  am  is. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  Monsieur,  of  the  ravages 
caused  by  small  pox  among  the  Villages  of  the  Five  iroquois 


lEndorsement  of  Minister:    "Good.    ITo  is  a  porson  to  ho  oniployoil." 
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Nations.  From  the  'News  I  have  received  I  learn  that  It  is 
decreasing  there  But  that  It  has  spread  among  all  the  nations, 
and  that  the  Mianiis  and  Pontouatamis  Among  others  have  lost 
many  Persons.  Brandy  which  they  went  to  get  from  the  Eng- 
lish, has  also  contributed  to  their  ruin.  And  I  must,  Mon* 
seigneur,  Communicate  to  You  what  the  Commandant  of  the 
Miamis  has  written  me  Respecting  the  extraordinary  Effects 
of  that  liquor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Avith  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur.  Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  sei'vant. 

BEAUirARNOIS 

Quebec,  May  1st,  1733. 


[Enclosure  in  the  above:  extract  of  a  letter  from  Boishebert,  com- 
mandant at  Detroit,  to  Beauharnois,  dated  Nov,  7,  1732.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  57,  c.  11,  fol.  345.] 

After  our  warriors  had  marched  22  days,  they  came  upon 
the  Benards  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Marameek^  in  a  stockade 
fort  with  an  earthen  rampart  inside  to  the  height  of  a  man, 
with  a  watch-tower  or  block-house  above  it.  This  fort  is  situ- 
ated between  the  lake  and  an  Impassable  swamp  so  that  it  can 
be  approached  only  by  means  of  a  tongue  of  land.  This  is  the 
description  given  by  all  the  huron,  Outaoiiac  and  Poutoiiatami 
Chiefs. 

The  Savages  who  had  divided  into  two  bands,  did  not  reach 
the  fort  together.  All  ihc  liurons  and  eight  or  ten  Outaoiiacs 
arrived  there  three  days  before  the  otliers.  After  carefully 
Eeconnoitering  the  fort  and  its  position,  they  made  an  attempt 
to  Induce  the  Benards  to  come  out  and  they  succeeded;  for 
when  they  sent  five  or  six  men  close  to  the  palisnde  ftt  day- 
break, a  woman  came  out  whom  they  killed.    As  soon  as  tho 

1  The  location  of  this  lake  is  a  vexed  question.  It  probably  has  some 
relation  to  the  "Maramech"  of  Franciuelin's  map  of  UiSl,  and  iho  rivrr 
called  thero  "Pestekouy,"  now  known  as  Fox  Kiver  of  northern  Illinois. 
The  nearest  lake  is  Pistakee,  in  Lake  County,  111.  This  may  be  the 
ground  identified  by  J.  F.  Steward,  in  tho  township  of  Lit  do  liorK.  Ken- 
dall County,  111.    See  ante,  p.  129.— Ed. 
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Eenards  perceived  this,  they  made  a  sortie,  and  fell  into  the 
ambush  of  our  savages  who  pressed  forward  too  much,  and  this 
Prevented  the  Eenards  from  advancing  far  enough  to  be  sur- 
rounded. Some  volleys  were  fired  on  both  sides.  The  Een- 
ards lost  four  men  and  some  wounded  and  they  retreated  into 
their  fort. 

After  this  first  attack,  the  hurons  made  them  a  proposal  to 
surrender,  promising  them  their  lives.    They  replied  that  they 
consented ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
other  nations.    The  Outaouacs  and  Poutouatamis  wlio  had  gone 
to  the  Maskoutius,  an-ived  on  the  following  day  Avith  the  Ilinois 
of  le  Eochcr,  and  thei'e  was  no  longer  any  thought  of  making 
proposals.    They  made  a  second  attempt,  which  met  with  no 
more  success  than,  the  first  one.    The  Eenards  made  another 
sortie,  volleys  were  fired  on  both  sides  by  Avhicli  three  hurons 
were  killed  and  some  of  the  other  savages  wounded.    After  this 
affair,  a  council  was  held  in  which  it  was  resolved  that  a  Pout- 
outami  Chief  should  enter  the  Eenards'  fort  to  propose  that 
they  surrender.    He  entered  it,  and  when  he  made  the  pro- 
posal, They  told  him  that  they  would  have  surrendered  as  they 
had  agreed  to  do  at  the  first  summons,  but  that  they  saw  very 
well  that  our  savages  wished  to  deceive  them  for  attempts  had 
been  made  to  take  them  unawares  during  the  parleys;  that  they 
had  no  other  answer  to  give  except  that  the  JSTations  should  with- 
draw; that  they  would  remain  quiet  in  their  fort,  and  that  in 
tho  Spring  they  Avoiild  come  to  Detroit  or  to  the  river  St 
Joseph.    The  matter  ended  there,  but  as  the  hurons  have  lost 
three  men  on  this  occasion,  if  the  Eenards  do  not  forestall  them 
by  surrendering  as  they  have  promised  to  do,  the  former  will 
not  fail  to  return  to  attack  them. 

One  of  the  huron  chiefs  is  to  come  to  ^Montreal  this  summer 
to  Invito  our  Tro(piois,  and  the  Lorette  liurons^  to  Join  thcni  in 
order  to  com]jletely  end  The  malter. 

iThe  Lorelie  Hurons  were  a  villaf^o  of  tlio  (Mnislian  Indians  of  iliat 
tribe,  est »abli shed  (1G07)  at  tlio  Jesuit  mission  of  Lorotto.  oi^;ht  miles 
from  Qneboc.  Tlicso  mlasion  Indians  woro  murli  omployod  in  Ibo 
Canadian  wars.    Tlie  village  and  mission  slill  rxist  — En. 
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1733:     LETTERS  FROM  UPPER  COUNTRY  INTERCEPTED;  RAV- 
AGES OF  SMALLPOX 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  3,  1733. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  59,  c.  11,  fol.  6.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  am  unable  to  give  you  any  news  of  what 
is  going  on  in  the  Mississipi  Country  owing  to  an  Accident  that 
happened  to  those  to  ^vhom  Monsieur  de  Eoishebcrt  had  en- 
trusted the  letters  from  that  country.  Two  of  our  French  who 
had  resolved  to  return  last  winter  on  the  ice,  had  an  affair  with 
the  savages  in  which  one  of  the  latter  was  killed.  He  deserved 
his  fate.  As  several  of  their  comrades  took  part  in  it,  our 
Frenchmen  retraced  their  steps  to  Detroit.  They  were  Eobbed 
of  all  they  had,  and  the  letters  that  were  in  their  packs  were 
seized.  I  Hope,  JMonsoigneur,  that  ^fonsieur  de  Boishebert  has 
taken  steps  to  have  them  found,  and  I  shall  act  in  accordance 
■with  the  news  I  receive.  The  difficulty  will  I  think,  Monseig- 
neur,  he  to  create  a  diversion  in  that  country  so  long  as  our 
savages  are  determined  to  utterly  destroy  the  few  Renards  who 
are  left. 

I  relied  to  a  great  extent  on  the  Miamis,  the  Ouiatanons  and 
the  Peanguichias  but  the  mortality  among  them  may  disturb 
my  plans.  They  are  nevertheless  Requested  to  assist  them. 
They  must  feel  very  well  that  their  disaster  is  entirely  due  to  the 
Brandy  of  the  English. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Ties])ect,  ]\[onseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauharnois 

QuEDEc,  May  3d,  1733. 

I  Had  The  honor,  Monseigneur,  of  Writing  y.ui  la^t  yoar 
that  smallj)OX  hnd  caused  great  ravages  among  the  Irocpiois. 
It  S])read  everywhere.  Our  savages  who  are  sctthnl  a(  sault 
St  l.oiiis  And  tlu^  Lake  of  'l\vo  Moiinlains  sniVered  from  it. 
It  afterwards  extended  to  Montreal  wlierc  it  was  very  severe. 
Tliere  is  no  longer  any  question  of  it,  But  it  is  very  prevalent 
hero  though  Less  Virulent. 
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1733:    MEMOIR  OF  THE  KING 

[Extracts  from  the  instructions  of  the  King  and  Minister  to  the 
Governor  and  Intendent  of  New  Franco  IMS.  in  arcliives  of  Ministers 
des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Collection  Morcau-St.  Mevy,  vol.  10, 
f.  12,  fol.  131. "J 

May  12,  1733. 

Acknowledges  His  Majesty  has  had  an  account  rendered  to 
receipt  of  our  him  of  what  the  Sieurs  de  Beauharnois  and 
letters.  Hocqnart  Wrote  last  year  respecting  the  affairs 

of  the  Colony ;  And  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
Continue  the  administration  thereof  with  the  same  Zeal  and 
Attention  they  have  Hitherto  displayed,  He  has  decided  to  ex- 
plain to  them  His  Intentions  Eegarding  the  various  mattera 
■within  their  jurisdiction. 

*  *  *  *  -X-  -Jf  -Jt  4f- 

Copper  Mines.  He  has  l^oticed  all  that  they  have  written 
with  Ecference  to  the  Copper  ]\rines  near 
Chagoiiamigon.  And,  After  Examining  the  Memorial  of  the 
Sienr  de  la  Eonde  denis,  the  Captain  whom  they  Sent,  He  has 
approved  the  ]>ro]K)sition  made,  Ivy  that  odiccr  to  ITiKk'rtnke  the 
discovery  and  Working  of  those  ]\rines,  And,  to  that  end,  will 
approve  of  the  Sienr  Marquis  de  Beauharnois'  granting  him 
the  Post  of  Chagoiiamigon  for  nine  years,  a?  he  request?,  on 
the  conditions  pi-oposed  hy  him,  ISTamely  :  that  he  Shall  1h>  l>ound 
to  build  two  Vessels  at  His  own  expense,  one  of  Twenty-five 
Tons  on  Lake  Superior  and  another  of  fifty  Tons  on  the  Lake 
of  Sault  Sto  ^Farie,  in  order  1o  transport  (he  Ore  taken  from  (he 
Mines  to  Niagara,  whence  ho  shall  send  it  down  oveiy  year  to 
Quebec  in  huge  Hat  Boats,  And  (li;i(,  in  llie  spring  of  llic  fnlltnv- 
ing  year,  ho  shall  send  up  Canoes  for  the  conveyanoo  of  the 
rigging  and  other  things  required  for  the  two  Vessols,  (ogodier 
•with  tlie  car])on(ers  and  Sailors  lie  may  need. 
Copper.  Tt  is  u]>on  such  conditions  (hat  His  Majes(y  Ex- 
pects the  Sienr  do  la  "Rondo  to  undertake  (he  dis- 
covery and  working  of  (ho  IVIines  in  (i\ios(ion;  And  Slioidd  ho 
not  fulfil  them  (he  very  first  year,  it  is  His  I^fajesty's  wish  (hat 


1733]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


he  shall  pay,  as  he  has  offered  to  do,  the  rental  of  the  Post  of 
Chagoiiamigon  At  the  rate  to  he  detemiined  hy  the  Sieiirs  Mar- 
quis de  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart,  to  whose  decision  His 
Majesty  leaves  the  Matter,  and  that,  Moreover,  he  shall  be 
deprived  of  the  permission  His  Majesty  is  pleased  to  grant  him. 
They  shall  obtain  a  Tender  from  him  in  accordance  with  the 
above  and  see  that  he  Fulfils  the  same,  rendering  an  account  of 
the  execution  thereof. 

■X-  -X-,*  -Jf  *  -X-  ¥r  ^ 

Renards —  He  has  also  learned  with  complete  Satis- 

The  conduct  faction  of  the  Condition  to  which  the  Eenards 
of  the  general  are  reduced  by  the  Blow  inflicted  On  that 
approved.  nation,  by  the  liurons  and  iroquois  of  the  Lake 

of  two  Mountains  since  the  action  of  the  Sieur 
de  Villiers.  According  to  the  special  Eejxirt  thereon  made  by 
the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  there  is  reason  to  Hope  that 
that  nation  is  at  last  in  such  a  condition  that  it  will  no  longer 
cause  anxiety,  Especially  If  the  other  nations  have  carried  out 
their  design  of  Exterminating  the  race. 

Moreover,  His  Majesty,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  same 
ISTation  has  failed  to  keep  the  promise  it  had  made  to  the  Sieur 
Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  s'^nd  him,  last  Simimer,  four  of  its 
principal  chiefs,  has  approved  of  his  having  sent  back  the 
hostage  he  had  in  his  hands,  with  orders  to  tell  His  people  that 
such  failure  to  keep  their  promise  Induced  him  to  leave  them 
at  the  mercy  of  the  Savages  who  had  taken  the  Field  to  attack 
them.  His  Majesty  has  no  doubt  tliat  ho  has  maintained  the 
latter  in  the  same  dispositions  they  manifested  in  this  res|x>ct, 
and  that  ho  has  taken  all  the  stops  in  his  powor  to  socnro  tho 
complete  destniction  of  that  nation  which  {hero  is  no  oi 
restraining  so  long  as  it  is  in  a  Condition  to  move. 
To  re]>or(.  ITe  is  to  rr])nvt  whntever  "May  occur  ii;  this  "Re- 
gard. 

Post  of  tho  Scioiix.       His  majesty  was  also  plonsod  t/o  loam 
that  tlie  post  of  the  Soioiix  has  boon  fully 
established,  and  that  those  Savages  havo  nn'oivod  the  French 
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with  evidences  of  Satisfaction;  It  is  to  be  desired  that  the 
Sieur  de  Linetot,  wlioroi  the  Sieur  Marquis  de  Beaiiharnois  has 
placed  in  charge  of  that  Establishment,  should  maintain  that 
nation  in  its  present  dispositions.  The  Sieur  Marquis'  de 
Beauhamois  is  Aware  of  the  importance  of  propitiating  them, 
and  His  Majesty  is  convinced  that  he  will  always  take  the  most 
suitable  measures  to  derive  all  the  benefits  that  can  be  expected 
from  them.  He  will  continue  to  report  on  the  progi-ess  of  that 
Establishment. 

Re-establishment  The  re-establishment  of  the  post  of  la 
of  the  post  of  la  Baye  has  given  His  Majesty  no  less  pleas- 
Baye  approved.  ure,  And  as  the  Sakis  Have  returned 
thither,  He  approves  of  the  Sieur  Marquia 
de  Beauharnois'  having  sent  up  Voyageurs  last  year  to  supply 
their  needs.  Tranquillity  being  no  longer  disturbed  in  that 
quarter,  it  will  be  easy  for  him  to  send  there  eveiy  year,  as  Ilia 
Majesty  recommends  him  to  do. 

Le  Sieur  Joncaire.  His  Majesty  has  also  learned  with 
Chaouanons.  pleasure  of  the  Succesi:  of  the  expedition 

Their  being  in  of  the  Sieur  joncaire  to  the  Chaouanons. 
the  neighborhood  The  manner  in  which  the  ITurons,  Mi- 
of  the  Miamis  amis,  and  Ouyatanons  have  consented  to 

and  Ouiatauons  have  those  Raviiii'(\s  b(H'oine  their  uoiiihlxirs 
gives  reason  to  hope  that  great  advantages 
may  be  derived  therefrom.  Especially  If  harmony  and  nocord 
continue  to  reign  between  those  Nations.  The  Sieur  do  Beau- 
hamois must  contribute  to  this,  all  the  more  so  that  it  is  one  of 
the  Surest  means  of  maintaining  them  in  thoir  nttnchinont  to 
the  French  and  of  keeping  them  away  from  tlie  English,  who 
Will  be  com]>elled  to  abandon  the  project  they  had  of  Establish- 
ing posts  in  tlio  direction  of  (he  Oiiabachc  Tvivcr  when  they  nux^t 
with  opposition  on  the  part  of  those  Savages.  Tliis  considera- 
tion, addcc"  to  the  Assistance  that  may  bo  obtained  horn  that 
nation  in  case  of  a  rupture  with  tlic  jroqnois,  ninst  load  the 
Sieur  do  Bcauharnois  to  Bcalizo  how  important  it  is  to  pivpiti- 
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ate  them.  His  Majesty  is  convinced  that  he  will  give  His 
entire  attention  to  this. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Country  of  the  With  regard  to  the  Eeport  His  Majesty 

Islinois  united  has  had  made  to  Him  concerning  what 

to  the  Government  the  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart 
of  Louisiana.  wrote  last  year,  and  what  was  also  written 

him  by  the  Sienrs  Perrier,  the  late  Gover- 
nor, and  Salmon,  the  Commissary  general  of  Louisiana,  respect- 
ing- t]\(^  eniintiy  of  Ihe  jllinois  Savaoes,  Ho  has  decided  to  leave 
that  country  a  dependency  of  the  Government  of  Louisiana,  and 
has  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Bienville,  whom  ho  has  appointed  to 
that  Government,  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the  Command 
of  that  important  post,  and  the  Sieur  Salmon  to  send  the  neces- 
sary Munitions  there.  He,  nevertheless,  recommends  the  Sieur 
Marquis  de  Beauharnois  to  give  that  post  all  the  attention  in 
his  power. 

Measures  of  His  Majesty  has  approved  of  his  having 

Monsieur  the  caused  the  Nations  which  are  in  a  position 
General  against  to  harass  them,  to  declare  against  the  Chica- 
the  Chicachas  chas  ;  of  his  having  again  written  to  the  Corn- 
approved,  mandants  of  the  posts  of  the  Miamis,  the 
Ouitanons,  and  the  jllinois  to  induce  their 
Savaacs  to  strike  a  blow  At  tlint  nation,  and  of  his  having  nlso 
sounded  the  Hurons  with  the  same  object.  There  is  no  better 
way  of  subjugating  them  tlian  to  make  a  diversion  from  Canada, 
while  the  Sieur  de  Bienville  will  take  measures  to  liarass  them 
from  Louisiana. 

The  Katchez  The  Sieurs  do  Beauhamois  and  Hoc- 

and  Chicachas  quart  have  had  reason  to  Wicve  that  the 

near  their  dest^u(^  defeat  of  the  Natcho's  has  not  l>con  so 
tion.  conijilote  as  bad  l)cen  ]-)roclainied.  Tlieir 

movements  since  tlion  have  only  too  cknirly 
proved  the  contrary,  but,  inasmuch  as  that  nation  has  sinco 
ox]K!ricncod  various  defeats  in  which  it  has  lost  many  of  lU 
warriors,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  Would  not  ho  in  a 
Condition  to  give  any  trouble,  were  it  not  sup[X)rted  by  the 
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Chicachas.  And  this  makes  the  subj ligation  of  the  latter  all  the 
more  important.  According  to  the  last  news  received  from 
Loiiisiana,  All  the  Nations  seem  to  he  in  arms  against  hoth  the 
Natchez  and  the  Chicachas,  and  llicre  was  reason  to  hojjc  that 
blows  were  to  be  inflicted  against  either  one  or  the  other  of 
those  Nations  that  would  not  fail  to  svibjngate  them.  His 
Majesty  has  given  His  orders  in  consequence  to  the  Sieur  do 
Bienville/  and,  judging  from  His  Zeal  and  ability,  lie  exjiects 
him  to  succeed  in  restoring  peace  and  tranquillity  in  the  Colony. 
IFo  has  ordered  him  to  take  advniilaiic  of  every  oppdrtuiiity  to 
inform  the  Sieur  Marquis  dc  Bcauharnois  of  everything  tl;at 
may  occur.  The  Sieur  do  Beauharnois  nmst  do  the  same  with 
Begard  to  Him,  in  order  that  both  may  Be  in  a  Bosition  to  lay 
tlieir  plans  in  concert  According  to  the  information  they  may 
give  one  another. 

*  -Ji-  -V  --V  -A- 

Twelve  medals  His  Majesty  is  Satisfied  with  the  as- 

to  bo  given  to  those  surraiices  ot"  the  Siciir  Maivpiis  do  Bcau- 
who  deserve  them.       harnois   that   he   will    distribute  the 

twelve  medals,  Sent  him  by  His  Maj- 
esty last  year  for  the  Savage  chiefs,  only  when  the  latter  shall 
bo  deserving  of  tlio  saiue  ;  And  On  his  recpiest  for  a  similar  nun> 
ber  of  such  medals,  He  has  given  orders  that  they  bo  sent  to 
him,  recommending  him  to  exercise  the  same  care  in  their 
distribution. 

*  -x-  *  ->fr  -x-  *  * 


1  Jean  Baptiste  le  Moyne,  Sieur  de  Bienville,  at  this  time  governor 
of  Louisiana,  was  Canadian  born  ( Mont lenl.  Feb.  23.  IGSO),  and 
younger  brother  of  Iberville,  the  loun(h>r  of  the  Mlssissl|)|)l  colony. 
He  served  with  Iberville  on  his  expetiiiiou  to  Hudson  lUiy  (17^7), 
when  but  a  youth  of  seventeen,  and  two  years  later  aeoompanied  him 
and  was  his  trusted  lieutenant  in  establishinf;  the  new  colony,  as  whoso 
virtual  governor  ho  acted  from  1702  01  vXgain  (171S  21).  ho  was 
governor-general  of  the  colony,  and  after  the  administration  of  IVrior 
tserved  for  ten  years  longer  (1733-43),  when  he  retired  to  Paris,  where 
ho  died  iv  17G8.  To  Bienville  is  due  the  honor  of  having  founded 
New  Orleans. — Ed. 
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1733:    NEWS  FROM  THE  WEST;  FRENCH  INDIANS  ATTACK  THE 

HOSTILES 

[Letter  of  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  May  30,  1733. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada^ 
Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  57,  c.  ]],  fol.  8."] 

Moi^SEiGNEUR — I  have  just  received  Ix'tters  from  Detroit, 
from  the  Miamis,  and  from  the  Otiyatanons  where  small-Pox 
and  a  Malignant  Fever  have  continued  to  Canse  great  ravages. 

1  re])eated  in  those  Posts,  MonseigiuMir,  tlu*  orders  that  I  liad 
given  last  year  to  Form  Bands  to  join  the  Jlinois  and  to  attack 
the  Natchez  And  (^hicachas.  By  a  Letter  of  the  14th  of  March 
from  the  Post  among  the  Onyatanons,  I  am  informed  that  the 
Chicachas  attacked  during  the  night  a  Detachment  of  one  ITuii- 
dred  and  Fifty  Men  "who  were  coming  from  New  Orleans ;  that 
fifteen  French  were  wounded,  the  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Tonty^ 
being  among  the  number,  and  that  the  Chicachas  withdrew  with 
the  loss  of  Some  of  Their  men. 

I  am  also  informed  that  seven  Frenchmen  who  had  ])een 
among  the  Jlinois,  have  been  killed  or  captured  while  ascending 
tlie  Ouabache,  fifteen  Leagues  below  the  beautiful  river  (Oyo).' 
This  news  is  confinned  by  tlie  fact  that  a  pirogue  has  been  found 
with  Sacks  of  Corn  On  the  Bank  of  the  Piver,  and  a  Chest 
that  had  been  broken  open,  which  belonged  to  the  ^Master  of  the 
Canoe,  in  which  were  two  letters  for  Private  Individuals  among 
the  Ouyatanons.  As  no  news  had  been  received  when  they 
wrote  to  me,  it  is  conjectured  that  these  had  been  taken  by  the 
Chicachas. 

1  am  waiting  every  Day  for  the  result  of  the  Trtice  between 
the  llurons  and  the  Keiiards,  for  (lie  hitler  have  ])ronii<ed  fliat 
they  would  come  this  spring  to  the  River  St  Joseph  ur  to 
Detroit. 

Monsieur  de  Boishebert  writes  mo  that  several  Bauds  of 
outaouais  and  Pouloualamis  from  Detroit  atlaeki\l  the  (^hioa- 

'  See  (uilc.  no((>  1,  p.  3,  on  l)esli(>(lcs  de  Tonly.  —  I<]i>. 

2  For  an  cany  description  of  Iho  Ohio  Uiver.  and  its  name,  "the 
beautiful  river,"  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  3C.4.  365.— En. 
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chas  and  that  last  Summer  he  had  Caused  four  Bands  of  outao- 
uais  who  were  going  to  the  Testes  pLattes  to  change  their  route; 
that  he  had  harred  tlie  road  to  them  and  ]\rade  them  turn  their 
arms  against  the  Chicachas,  from  whose  country  they  returned 
in  The  autuum  with  several  Scali^s  and  SL^ives  Without  any 
other  Explanation. 

I  Remain  with  very  profound  respect, Monseigneur  Your  very 
Humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Montreal,  May  30th,  1733.  Beauitarnots. 


1733:    THE  REMNANT  OF  THE  FOXES  TO  BE  UTTERLY 
DESTROYED 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
July  1,  1733.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  10.1 

Monseigneur — The  Benards  have  at  last  abandoned  tlicir 
fort  in  which  there  remained  only  Fifty  of  them  in  all:  (Forty 
Warriors  and  10  Boys  from  twelve  to  thirteen  years  of  ago). 
They  went  to  la  Baye  to  beg  Monsieur  de  Villiers  to  ask  their 
Father  to  have  mercy  on  them.  He  has  brouglit  here  four  of 
the  principal  men  among  them,  Two  of  them  being  Former 
Chiefs.  The  instigator  of  all  their  misdeeds  whos:e  name  is 
Kiala  is  among  these.  The  chief  who  had  remained  as  a 
Hostage  two  years  ago  and  whom  I  had  sent  back,  lias  also 
returned.  I  am  sending  the  Sicur  do  Villiers  at  once  to  retuni 
to  la  Baye  with  orders  to  take  every  proper  procatition,  by 
Means  of  the  Nations  which  Are  faithful  to  us,  to  bring  all  tho 
Kcnards  to  Montreal  or  to  destroy  ihem.  If  wo  succccmI  T  shall 
disperse  them  among  our  Villages  of  settled  sava?ic>^.  1  think, 
Monseigneur,  that  to  sen<l  them  to  France  with  the  vicnv  of  dis- 
tributing them  among  tho  islands  would  Bo  tlio  m«»st  advan- 
tageous for  the  (^ountry  because  hero  they  could  always  <lesort 
to  tho  English.  I  am  Having  tho  three  others  taken  to  Qnol>oc 
with  two  women  and  T  send  back  The  hostage  with  tlie  Sie\ir  do 
Villiers,  as  he  may  bo  of  nse  t(^  ns. 

Tho  Sieur  do  Villiers  also  has  orders,  If  that  WnMclicd  \\vu\- 
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nant  will  not  obey,  to  kill  Them  without  thinking  of  making  a 
single  Prisoner,  so  as  not  to  leave  one  of  the  race  alive  in  the 
upper  Country  If  possible.  If  he  is  obliged  to  exterminate  the 
Men,  the  women  and  Children  who  remain  w^ill  be  brought  here, 
Especially  the  Children.  I  Hope,  Monseig-neur,  that  if  this 
step  meets  with  the  success  that  I  expect  from  it,  we  shall  be  in 
a  Position  next  year  to  make  all  our  Nations  of  the  Lakes  attack 
the  Chicachas.  As  I  have  written  to  Detroit  and  to  all  the 
Posts  in  the  Neighborhood  of  the  Mississipy  to  go  there,  I 
expect  that  there  will  be  a  nmiiber  of  Bands  in  the  Field. 
Thirty  Men  from  sault  St.  Louis  and  from  the  Lake  of  two 
Mountains  have  gone  there  lately. 

The  Village  of  the  Sakis,  Monseigneur,  has  been  restored  to 
its  former  Condition. 

I  remain  wifh  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  Humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauhaknois 

Montreal,  July  1st,  1733. 


1733:    THE  ILLINOIS  ATTACK  WISCONSIN  INDIANS 

[Letter  from.  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct  1, 
1733.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  54,  c.  11,  fol.  377.1 

MoNSEiQNEUR^ — The  Sieur  de  Muy,^  the  Commandant  at 
River  St  Joseph,  wrote  me  on  the  5th  of  June  tJiat  the  entire 
Village  of  tlie  Jlinois  of  lo  Uoclier  was  in  great  consteniation. 
Last  Spring  thirty  of  their  young  men,  wliile  on  the  road  of 

1  Jacques  Pierre  Daneaux,  Sieur  de  Muy.  wmr  the  son  of  a  noted 
French  officer,  who  came  to  Canada  In  l(iSr».  married  Marnuorlto 
Bouclier,  and  after  servinK  with  distinct  ion  in  Kln^  William's 
War  (1G89~97),  died  on  his  way  to  Louisiana  to  assume  the  povernor 
ship.  The  son  was  horn  in  1090,  commanded  at  River  St.  Joseph  in 
1733,  served  as  captain  in  King  George's  War  (1744-48).  He  was  ap- 
pointed  commandant  of  Detroit  in  1755,  dying  tliore  in  17r»7.  HlB 
superior  officer  reported  in  1747  that  he  was  a  "prudent,  wise,  and 
sedate  man,  and  a  very  exnct  oflicM*  in  m11  that  Mi'perlaius  to  th- 
King's  service." — Ed. 
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the  Sioux  toward  the  Wisconsin,  Fell  npon  the  Sanltenrs,  FoUes 
avoines,  Sakis,  and  iS^epissinguos,  hilling  three  ]\[en,  three 
women,  and  a  Child  in  the  cradle,  and  capturing  two  little 
girls  whom  Four  of  the  principal  Chiefs  hroua,ht  to  him  and 
whom  he  sent  to  Alonsieur  do  J\Ionti<>iiy,  the  ( \)iiinian(huit  at 
Missilimakinac,  to  restore  to  the  saulteurs.  Those  four  ("hiefs, 
Monseigneur,  gave  him  a  Collar  to  he  sent  to  me  with  words. 
By  that  Collar  they  heg  me  to  have  pity  on  Them  and  to  sjx^ak 
to  the  nations  to  induce  them  to  forget  the  evil  Deed  that  their 
young  Men  have  Done.  I  At  once,  ]\ronseigneur,  sent  ordera 
to  all  the  Commandants  to  Prevent  the  nations  from  Attacking 
Them  until  this  matter  can  he  settled.  I  shall  inform  you  next 
year,  Monseigneur,  of  what  happens  with  reference  to  this. 

I  Remain  with  very  profound  respect,  ]\ronseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauifaknois 

Quebec,  October  1st,  1733. 


1733:'    INDIANS  OF  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY;  FOXES;  SHAWNEE; 

ILLINOIS 

[Extract  of  the  official  yearly  report  of  Rpauhaniois  and  Horquart 
to  the  French  Minister,  dated,  Oct.  11.  17:53.  Source,  same  as  preced- 
ing document,  but  vol.  59,  c.  11,  fol.  1G3.1 

MON  SETG  N  10  U  R  

•X-  -)(■  .V  ^c-  •>^  ^■ 

Extract  with  The  Sieiir  de  l^caidminois  is  highly  tlattcrcd 
everything  at  the  satisfaction  tliat  ITis  IMajesty  lias  felt 
relating  to  respecting  the  Condition  lo  whicli  llu^  Ki>narils 
the  savages.  are  reduced.  From  tlii^  Account  tlml  \\v  lia-l 
had  the  honor  of  giving  you,  Aron.seigneiir,  in 
his  letters  of  the  1st  of  July  :in<l  lOlh  of  October  l:\^t,  it  does 
not  ap[)(>ar  that  this  Nation  will  cause  us  auy  auxiety.  The 
step  they  have  takcMi  in  seudiug  down  four  of  the  uio>l  notable 
among  thein  to  Montreal  in  the  name  of  (he  nMuninder  of  the 
ISTation  hill,  not  prt'vented  tlu>  SiiMir  dix  r>e:iuliaruois  fr<MU  giving 
orders  to  the  Sicur  d(>  Villiers  to  relurn  li>  l:i  Ihivi^  and  lo  lake 
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the  necessary  precautions,  by  means  of  the  ISTations  that  are 
faithful  to  ns,  to  bring  the  remnant  of  the  Eenards  to  ^fon- 
treal,  or  to  destroy  them  if  they  refuse  to  submit  to  it.  The 
decision  taken  by  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  in  this  Regard  is 
not  based  upon  any  anxiety  that  the  few  remaining  Renards 
may  cause;  but  as  they  are  all  assembled  at  la  Baye  and  so  slight 
a  matter  occupies  the  attention  of  all  the  nations  which  are 
desirous  of  Exterminating  the  race,  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois 
has  thought  that  it  could  easily  be  effected  tlirough  the  Sieur 
de  Villiers;  all  the  more  so  that  the  ISTations  up  there  can  be 
more  usefully  employed  in  attacking  the  Chicaclias,  without 
Allowing  them  to  prolong  a  war  against  the  Renards,  of  which 
there  Avill  probably  no  longer  be  any  question,  and  which  might 
have  lasted  a  long  time  had  the  task  of  putting  an  end  to  it  Been 
left  to  the  savages.  The  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  ventures  to  lio])e 
that  His  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  approve  of  his  conduct  aTid 
that  He  will  be  no  less  satisfied  with  what  he  will  do  Regarding 
the  Chicachas. 

He  has  the  honor  to  call  your  attention,  Monseigneur,  to  what 
is  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  King's  memorial  Respecting  the 
Chawanons.  He  Was  greatly  Hattered  on  learning  that  His 
Majesty  Was  satisfied  with  the  accord  that  reigTied  between  this 
Kation,  the  hurons,  tlie^liamis,  and  the  Ouiatanons.  He  has  the 
honor  to  communicate  to  you,  MonseigTieur,  the  reasons  that 
oompelled  him^  to  send  the  Sieur  Desnoyolles  to  the  jMiamis — 
a  parly  of  whom  had  l^^stablisluMl  thcniselvCvS  at  the  Hivicro 
blanche  and  two  others:  one  on  the  upper  part  of  (lie  Kirpigou 
River  and  the  other  between  the  River  St  Josej^h  and  the 
Miamis — to  bring  them  back  to  their  Village,^  and  to  Tnduoo 
the  (Jhawanons  to  kindle  their  (ire  there  in  ace«!rdancr  with  the 

iThis  village  of  the  Miami  wab  situalod  upon  tho  Maunico  Hivor, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Kokionga.  "Riviere  blanohe'  was  a  title 
bestowed  by  the  French  winm  several  clear  rivers.  This  was  eillur 
the  Sandusky,  or  the  Little  Miami,  both  of  which  are  calU  vl  by  this 
name  on  early  maps;  more  probably,  it.  was  the  former.  The  Kiepi^on 
was  probably  the  present  White  River,  of  Indiana;  on  the  earliest 
edition  of  Franqnelin's  map,  this  is  named  "Orapi^Aianin^: "  later  it 
was  known  as  River  St.  Anno. —  lOn. 
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request  iiiatlc  Ly  the  J^liainis  to  the  Siciir  de  Boaiiharnois. 
There  is  Reason  to  believe  that  the  union  of  these  two  ISTations 
will  Thwart  the  intentions  that  the  English  might  have  of 
Establishing  posts  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  them ;  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  also  that  the  Chawanons  will  accept 
the  Mi  amis'  proposal,  for  they  infonned  the  Sieur  de  Beau- 
harnois  of  their  desire  to  form  but  one  Village  w^ith  their 
brothers.  The  Sienr  Desnoyelles  has  orders  to  get  the  Wia- 
tanons  to  join  him  in  inducing  the  Miamis  to  return  to  their 
Village  which  they  have  abandoned  solely  in  consequence  of  the 
ravages  of  small-pox ;  at  least  that  is  the  pretext  tliey  have 
alleged. 

-X-  -X-  ^  -X-  ^-  *  -K-  * 

The  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  hocquart  have  observed,  Mon- 
seigneiir,  what  is  written  to  them  regarding  the  depoiidcnce  of 
the  Jllinois  country  which  his  ^'lajesty  has  been  pleased  to 
include  in  the  Government  of  Louisiana.  They  are  not  aware 
of  the  reasons  that  have  induced  His  Majesty  to  do  this.  The 
request  made  by  tliese  savages  to  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  to  be 
dependents  of  tliis  Government,  owing  to  the  difficulty  they 
would  have  in  supplying  their  needs  from  the  Mississipi,  seemed 
to  be  worthy  of  some  consideration  witli  regard  to  Tlicm.  In 
any  case,  the  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  will  continue  to  devote  all 
the  atteution  in  his  power  to  that  post  aud  to  send  the  necessary 
orders  to  it. 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  lias  the  honor  of  communicating 
to  you,  ^lonscigneur,  those  notices  that  he  ha-s  given  to  all  tlie 
posts  to  Induce  the  I^ations  to  attack  the  Chicachas,  and  to  tlie 
Governor  of  Louisiana  to  Imve  them  harassed  on  his  side.  The 
means  that  he  has  taken  to  create  a  diversion  among  all  the 
I^ations  which  are  in  a  position  to  nudcst  thorn  stx^n  the  surest 
and  the  mosi  suitable  for  their  subjugatiuu  :  all  the  luovo  so  that 
the  War  with  the  Bernards  in  which  the  savages  W(MV  engagiMl 
is  ended,  and  larger  bands  will  be  available  for  attacking  the 
Chicachas;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  wo  shall  l>o  able 
to  destroy  them  in  a  short  lime. 

*  •  -X-  -X-  *  *  *  » 
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The  Sieiir  de  Beauharnois  has  received  the  12  medals  that 
His  Majesty  has  had  the  Kindness  to  send  him  for  the  purpose 
of  decorating  the  savage  Chiefs  who  may  have  deserved  them. 
He  will  be  very  careful  to  distribute  them  only  in  this  case. 
The  Result  of  the  war  with  the  Renards  and  of  that  with  the 
Chicachas  has  entitled  to  that  mark  of  distinction  many  who 
have  not  yet  received  it  and  to  whom  it  is  necessary  to  grant  it. 
The  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  will  devote  to  this  object  those  he  has 
receivt!d,  tlie  greater  })oriio]i  wluM-eof  lie  has  alreauy  ]>runiiscd. 

-X-  vv-  -Jr  ~ 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauhahnois 

HOCQUAKT 

Quebec,  October  14th,  1733. 


1733:    LA  RONDE  AND  ST.  PIERRE  AT  CHEQUAMEGON 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocqiiart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  15,  1733.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  59,  c.  11,  fol.  219.] 

MONSEIQNEUR  

ii  *  4t  *  *  *  *  * 

We  have  communicated  to  Monsieur  Delaronde  the  favor  con- 
fein-ed  on  him  by  His  Majesty  in  granting  him  the  privilege  of 
working  the  copper  mines  with  the  })ost  of  Chagouamigon.  We 
have  explained  to  Him  his  Majesty^s  intentions  on  the  subject, 
and  we  will  see  that  he  complies  wilh  tliem.  Ho  lins,  as  asso- 
ciate in  that  undertaking,  The  Sieur  Lo  G ardour  IV  St  ricrro, 
Ensign,  who  possesses  much  Wisdom  and  intelligence  and  knows 
tlie  language  of  all  the  savages  of  tbo  u]>])er  Country.  Wo  will 
report  next  year  on  the  })rogTess  of  that  establishment. 

P>F,AIIU  AIINOIS 
HOCQU.VKT 

Q-Rm:c\  October  15th.  1733. 
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1733:     SAUK  DEFEND  FOXES  AND  KILL  THE  FRENCH 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Nov.  11,  1733.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  GO,  c 
11,  fol.  297.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — Monsieur  T)e  Beaiilianiois  liad  tlio  honor  by 
his  letter  of  the  first  of  July  last  to  inform  you  of  the  orders  that 
he  had  given  to  the  Sieur  De  Villiers  whom  he  had  sent  hack  as 
Commandant  at  la  Baye,  and  of  the  manner  in  Avhich  he  was  to 
act  regarding  the  Renards.  The  result  has  not  fulfilled  our 
expectations. 

The  Sieur  De  Villiers,  the  younger,  an  En.sign  in  the  Trooj^s, 
who  has  succeeded  to  the  Conunand  of  that  Post  through  the 
death  of  his  Father,  has  sent  one  of  his  brothers  and  The  Sieur 
Douville^  with  Letters  giving  us  the  particulars  of  what  hap- 
pened in  the  month  of  Septemher  last  at  the  Post  of  La  Baye. 

Monsieur  De  Villiers,  the  Commandant  of  that  Post  arrived 
there  on  The  IGth  of  the  said  month  of  September  alone  in  Lia 
Canoe.  He  had  left  at  a  distance  of  half  a  League  from  there 
The  Sieur  De  Jici)entigny,"  a  Lieutenant,  who  was  (\jnunand- 
ant  at  Missilimakinac,  together  with  200  Savages;  Outawacs, 
folios  avoines,  an<l  sauteiix,  and  ahout  <)()  h'reiicli.  The  Sieur 
De  Villiers  had  givTu  llinii  orders  to  bo  ready  tx)  inarch  as  soon 
as  he  heard  The  signal  of  3  gim-shots  and  he  had  also  detached 
his  son,  The  Ensign,  with  10  Frenchnion  and  C)0  Savages  to 
the  ])vlit  Oacalin,''  a  i)assage  by  which  the  Renards  nnght.  t'senpe. 

When  Monsieur  De  Villiers  arrived  at  the  French  fort,  he  at 
once  sent  for  The  Saki  Chiefs  to  inform  Them  of  Their  father's 

iTho  ensign  was  probably  Louis  Coulou  do  VillitTs.  culled  "Ic  fjrand 
Villiers^'  for  his  bioJ?ra])hy,  Wis.  Hist.  Cnlls.,  v.  ]).  11!>.  Alexandre 
Dagneau,  Sieur  Douvillo,  was  nianied  (o  Mario  (^)nl()n  do  Villiors  in 
1730.— El). 

Probably  (ho  older  son  of  Pierre  de  Gardom-  de  Koi^ont igny.  who 
accompanied  Dululh  (see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  pp.  119.  123);  and  older 
brother  of  the  Repentigny  who  later  comniandtMl  at  MacUlnnc— Kn. 

3Now  called  Little  KauUauna.  in  Prown  County,  Wis..  nl>o\n  ton 
miles  above  the  present  city  of  Green  Bay,  on  Fox  Ulver— 12o. 
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Intentions.  The  chiefs  came  to  Ilim  and  he  explained  to  Them 
that  their  father  had  granted  the  remnant  of  the  Eenards  who 
were  with  Them,  their  lives;  But  on  the  condition  that  they 
should  submit  to  his  orders  and  go  to  Montreal.  After  a  Coun- 
cil which  lasted  some  time,  as  the  Sakis  Chiefs  gave  no  positive 
answer,  Monsieur  l)e  Villicrs  sent  4  of  tlicm  l)ack  to  Their  fort^ 
to  tell  their  tribe  that  if  within  a  certain  time  they  did  not 
send  The  T^enards  to  him,  he  would  go  and  get  Them  Himself. 
When  the  specified  time  had  elapsed  without  the  rJenards 
appearing,  and.wlicn  Monsicui'  dc  Villiors,  wlioni  iho  sicur  De 
Repentigny  had  joined,  saw  that  The  Sakis  were  not  coming 
back,  he  resolved  to  go  to  their  Fort  in  person  accompanied  by 
two  of  his  Children,  by  the  Sieur  Douville,  the  younger,  liis 
son-in-law,  and  by  7  or  8  French  to  ask  Them  to  lleliver  up 
The  Renards  to  Him.  Ho  had  just  given  orders  to  tlie  Sieur 
De  Repentigny  to  guard  The  approaches  to  the  Sakis'  fort  with 
The  remainder  of  the  French  lest  the  Ivcnards  shouhl  escape. 
When  Monsieur  De  Villiers  arrived  at  the  Door  of  tlie  fort  he 
asked  the  Sakis  for  the  Renards.  He  found  there  some  armed 
S'akis  who  told  him  to  withdraw,  And  when  he  tried  to  enter  a 
Savage  ap]H'oached  Him  with  uplifted  Tomaliawk  and  at  The 
samio  mouient  throe  gun-shots  were  fired,  one  of  which  killed  one 
of  tli(^  Si(Mir  De  Villi(4\s'  sons  at  his  sid(\  The  Fatlier  and  tlie 
French  discharged  their  pieces  and  this  was  followed  by  other 
volhys  from  the  Sakis  by  whicli  IMonsicur  (U'  Villicrs  was  killed, 
and  three  French  were  wounded. 

Monsieur  Do  Repentigny  who  guarded  The  ajiroachos  on  the 
side  of  the  woods,  ran  up  and  was  killed  a  moment  afterward  in 
a  sortie  that  the  Sakis  made  against  HiuK  The  Sicur  Duples- 
sis,  a  Cadet  in  the  Troops,  and  six  other  French  met  the  same 
fate.  '200  of  our  Savages  who  had  remained  in  llie  l-'reneh  f.u't 
went  to  the  Assistance  of  the  others  and  when  the  Sakis  saw 

1  This  appears  to  have  l)eou  situateii  on  the  lako  slioiv.  opposilo  tho 
French  fort,  on  the  east  side  of  Ko\  liivor.  near  tlio  pivsrni  rity  of 
Green  Bay. — Ei>. 
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them  co]]iiiig'  tlicy  withdrew  into  Their  foi't.  3  of  them  were 
killed/ 

Three  days  after  this  action  The  Sakis  evacuated  Their  fort 
during  The  night  and  The  Ensign,  Sieiir  De  Villiers,  who  had 
returned  from  lo  ]>etit  C'ciealin,  af^^cniljlcd  all  the  French  and 
Savages — Ontawacs,  folles  avoines  and  Santeux — and  pursued 
The  Sakis  and  overtook  them  about  4  o'clock  in  the  evening 
8  Leagues  from  the  post.^  He  attacked  them  and  fought  Them 
until  night.  20  Sakis  and  G  Renards  were  killed  in  this  last 
fight;  9  were  mortally  wounded  besides  others  who  were 
wounded  and  whose  number  is  not  known.  On  the  side  of  the 
sieur  De  Villicrs,  his  brother,  a  Cadet  witli  aiguillettes,  recx^ived 
a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  arm ;  The  Sieurs  Daillebout,  the  des 
Musseaux  brothers,"  and  8  oilier  French  were  also  wounded 
while  two  others  were  killed. 

The  Outawacs  lost  9  men,  the  grand  Chief  of  The  nation 
being  among  the  number ;  The  folles  avoines  6 ;  The  sauteux  2 
and  4  wounded  in  all. 

Monsieur  De  Beauharnois  will  at  once  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  attack  The  Sakis  and  The  remainder  of  the  Renards 
to  avenge  The  blood  of  the  French  that  has  been  shed,  and  he 
will  concert  with  Monsieur  hocquart  regarding  The  expense 
that  will  have  to  be  incurred.  He  has  The  honor  to  submit 
to  you  by  a  private  Letter  the  Names  of  the  officers  who  are  to 

iFor  the  tradition  preserved  anions  the  Indians  and  French  of  ihia 
event,  see  "Grignon's  Recolleetions,"  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  ill,  pp.  201-20G. 
The  name  tliere  given  as  "Do  V'olie."  is  doubtless  De  Villicrs.  Another 
form  of  the  tradition,  is  given  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  viii,  pp.  207.  208. 
Dr.  Draper  dated  this  1730,  because  of  his  knowledge  of  De  Villlera's 
attack  of  that  year,  and  not  ol'  this  enibroilnunt  In  Tlio  Sleur 

Duplessis  was  a  son  of  the  fornuM-  conunandant  at  La  Hayo.  and  son- 
in-law  of  De  Villiers.— En. 

^This  is  about  tlie  distance  of  Little  Hulte  des  Morts.  near  the  pres- 
ent city  of  Appleton,  and  thus  would  coincide  with  tradition.— En. 

«The  Sicairs  Daillebout,  and  the  brothers  Des  Musseaux  were  all 
relatives,  descendants  of  Charles  D'Aillebout.  a  prominent  ju.lge  at 
Montreal  during  the  17th  century,  and  Catherine  le  (Jardeur  Thus 
they  were  also  relatives  of  De  KepenI igny.--Ei). 
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replace  those  who  have  been  killed.  We  unite  v\'ith  liim  in 
asking  you  for  their  promotion  which  they  deserve,  and  a  pen- 
sion for  Madame  De  Villiers,  to  provide  for  her  subsistence  and 
that  of  her  numerous  family,  Since  she  is  a  widow  with  10 
children.  The  Sieur  De  Villiers  who  was  Wounded  and  the 
Sieur  Douville,  the  younger,  arrived  this  evening  fonnJMontreaL 
Fortunately  The  Vessel  Le  Saint  J oseph  of  L'Isle  Eoyale  which 
sailed  this  morning,  had  been  compelled  to  put  back  in  conse- 
quence of  a  leak.  It  will  sail  tomorrow  at  daybreak  And  we 
have  barely  time  to  write  you  this  Letter. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  And  very  obedient  servants. 

Beauharnois 
hocquart 

Quebec,  November  11th,  1733. 


3734:    THE    CALUMET    DANCE;    FOXES    INTRIGUE  WITH 

ABENAKI 

[Memoir  by  the  Jesuit  missionary,  Le  Sueur,  from  MS.  preserved 
in  the  archives  of  the  Mission  of  St.  Frangois  du  Lac.i  translated  from 
an  apograph  in  the  archives  of  St.  Mary's  College,  Montreal.  Pub- 
lished also  in  Les  Soirees  Canadienes  (Quebec,  1864),  iv,  pp.  111-135.] 

History  of  the  Calumet  and  of  the  Dance 

While  all  the  nations  of  this  continent  dwelt  in  profound 
peace  and  while  the  English,  over  watchful  of  their  Tntcrosts, 
Imperceptibly  took  possession  of  the  abenakis'  lands  and  suc- 
ceeded much  better  by  negotiations  and  through  the  medium  of 

a  veiy  advanlii^oous  tvi\do  lluui  llioy  could  hiwc  douo  bv  o])en 

1  Father  Jacques  Eustache  (or  Francois)  Le  Sueur  came  lo  Canada 
in  1716,  and  having  studied  the  Abenaki  language,  was  assign«Hl  lo  the 
mission  of  those  Indians,  called  St.  Frangois  de  Sales,  near  Throe 
Ilivers,  Quel)oc.  Ho  served  there  nearly  all  of  his  life,  having  lived  in 
Quebec  and  Montreal  at  short  periods,  dying  at  the  latter  place  in 
1760.  He  left  a  dictionary  of  the  Abenaki  language,  and  a  MS.  volume 
on  the  savages,  which  contains  this  accoinit  of  the  calumet  dance. —  ICn. 
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war  and  by  tlio  roport  of  cannon,  and  AvLen  their  progresF 
alarmed  the  French,  the  latter  strove  to  embroil  the  two  nations 
and  spared  no  effort  to  induce  the  Abenakis  to  compel  the  Eng-, 
lisli  to  leave  their  Country/ 

At  that  time  and  in  the  year  1719,  the  Renards  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  tlie  Abenakis."  This  Avas  expressed  by  a  Picture,  one 
side  whereof  represented  several  very  large  and  very  populous 
Villages,  men  and  women  of  tall  stature,  well-fed  children,  veiy 
fertile  fields,  woods  full  of  Elk,  moose  and  other  wild  animals, 
and  finally  Rivers  teeming  with  beaver  and  fish  ;  on  ihe  other 
side  of  the  Picture  were  represented  some  small  Villages  barely 
visible;  the  persons  observed  in  them  were  so  emaciated  that  they 
could  hardly  stand ;  neither  fields  producing  com  could  be  seen, 
nor  woods  full  of  wild  Animals,  no  Ravers  capable  of  supplying 
beaver  and  fish ;  but  only  a  great  Dragon,  one-half  of  which 
showed  out  from  the  side  of  the  Picture  and  Avhose  open  jaws 
threatened  to  swallow  the  wretched  little  villages.''  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  explanation  of  the  Picture : — 

^^My  Brother,  thou  seest  that  my  country  is  of  vast  extent; 
that  it  is  very  fertile  in  producing  grain  of  all  kinds ;  that  my 
woods  and  my  Rivers  supply  me  abundantly  with  all  sorts  of 
wild  animals  and  with  fish.  Consequently  see  how  well  off  I 
am  etc.  I  learn  with  regret  that  thou  art  reduced  to  a  small 
area  of  barren  and  sterile  Land  wherein  all  things  necessary 
for  thy  subsistence  are  wanting;  that  this  is  the  cause  of  thy 
leanness  and  of  the  death  of  thy  children  whom  thou  canst  not 
rear.  But  the  compassion  I  feel  for  thee  is  greatly  increased 
at  the  sight  of  that  gTcat  Dragon  with  gaping  jaws,  ready  to 
devour  thee  and  whose  fury  thou  canst  escai>e  only  by  prompt 
flight    As  I  take  an  interest  in  everything  that  concerns  theo, 

iThe  original  home  of  the  Abenaki  was  in  the  present  district  of 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick. — Ei). 

^For  an  account  of  these  overtures,  sect  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi. 
pp.  431-430.— El). 

••>For  an'  account  of  picture  writing,  see  Garrick  Mallery's  "Picture 
Writing  of  the  North  American  Indians,"  in  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Eihnolouy 
Report,  :l  889  -90.— El). 
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and  as  I  cannot  suffer  my  fellow-man  (whose  Flesli  is  dark  like 
my  own)  to  perish  miserahly  for  want  of  succor,  I  offer  thee 
my  Land;  thou  wilt  find  it  vast  enough  to  settle  in;  fertile 
enough  to  ahundantly  supply  all  thy  needs  and,  finally,  suffi- 
ciently remote  to  enable  tlicc  to  live  in  safety  and  far  beyond 
the  reach  of  thine  enemies." 

The  Abenakis  gave  information  of  this  message  to  their  mis- 
sionary,^ and  explained  it  to  him  quite  naturally.  The  only 
thing  respecting  which  they  were  lacking  in  sincerity  was  in 
giving  him  to  understand  that  the  Dragon  represented  the 
English  alone.  The  missionary,  continuing  to  rely  on  the  long 
standing  attaclunent  of  the  Abenakis  to  the  French  nation,  con- 
sidered that  he  had  ample  reason  for  congratulation  on  seeing 
that  the  former  seemed  to  enter  with  pleasure  into  the  project  of 
the  Answer  which  he  suggested  that  they  should  send  to  the 
Renards.  This  was  to  put  the  Renard  and  the  Abenakis  Vil- 
lages on  two  sides  of  a  Picture ;  at  tlie  top  of  the  Picture  would 
be  a  Crucifix  from  which  would  issue  brilliant  rays  shedding  an 
admirable  light  over  the  Abenal^is'  villages  ;  and  to  represent  the 
villages  of  the  Penards  covered  by  a  black  cloud  casting  dense 
darkness  over  all  their  lands.  The  explanation  of  the  Picture 
would  be: — '^My  Brother,  T  am  very  grateful  to  thee  for  the 
sentiments  of  compassion  which  touch  thee  at  the  sight  of  my 
wretchedness.  It  is  true  that  T  feel  il  as  thou  re])reseii(cst  it. 
I  must,  hoAvever,  confess  that  if  T  am  not  altogether  inscMisiblo 
to  my  poverty  T,  at  least,  endun*  it  ]);itient]y  imd  oven  witli 
joy.  I  have  the  happiness  of  living  here  with  the  Frenchman 
who  has  taught  me  to  know  the  Anthor  of  my  Being,  and  what 
I  should  fear  and  hope  f(U-  aftei*  this  short,  and  miserable  life. 
I  prefer  the  advantages  of  an  innnortal  life  to  all  the  Riches 
and  pleasures  thou  offerest  me.  T  cannot.  Ix^tter  express  my 
gratitmle  to  thee  than  by  begging  thee  to  o])cu  thine  eyes  to  the 
light  tliat  tbe  Frenchman  lias  broiiglit  into  tbis  eounlrv,"  v\c. 

This    proposal    was    therefore    received    api>arcntly  with 

iThis  was  Father  Joseph  Aubrey,  for  biographical  sketch  of  whom 
Bee  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  p.  337.— En. 
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applause.  Nothing  else  was  thought  of  except  the  presents  that 
were  to  be  sent  in  exchange  for  those  that  had  been  sent  them, 
and  of  deputing  the  persons  who  were  to  bear  them.  All  this 
was  done,  but  what  has  been  the  result  ?  Have  the  Abenakis 
rejected  the  word  of  the  Renards  ?  Have  the  Renards  accepted 
that  of  the  A])Gnalvis  ?  Why  lose  time  in  seeking  to  investigate 
this  latter  point?  The  continual  hostilities  that  have  been  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  between  the  French  and  the  Renards 
show  clearly  enough  that  the  latter  were  not  touched  by  the 
word  of  the  Abenakis,  even  supposing  that  it  had  been  carried 
to  llieni.  But  did  the  Abenakis,  after  liaving  at  first  roceived  tlie 
word  of  the  Renards,  reject  it  afterwards  ?  The  following  facts 
will  enable  a  safe  judgment  to  be  formed  th croon. 

Aboiut  two  years  after  these  messages  two  thirds  of  the 
Abenakis  nation  were  on  the  verge  of  departure  to  take  refuge 
in  the  country  of  the  Renards,  and  this  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  time  when  war  was  about  to  break  out  between  the  Abenakis 
and  the  English.  When  the  Missionary  learned  the  plot  that 
was  secretly  formed,  he  promptly  warned  the  late  Monsieur  de 
Vaudreuil,  th'en  Governor  general  of  tliis  country,  avIio  for- 
tunately warded  off  the  bloAV.  'Not  five  years  have  elapsed  since 
the  Abenakis  made  a  second  attempt  to  carry  out  their  original 
design.  The  Chiof  of  the  St  Frau^.-ois  ]\Iission,  who  vv-a.s  hostile 
to  the  French,  had  taken  his  measures  so  well  that  his  plans 
would  inevitably  have  succeeded  had  not  God  removed  him  from 
this  world  by  a  death  as  sudden  as  it  was  tragic.  I  know  not 
who  gave  notice  to  the  Court  of  the  Alliance  of  the  Alx^nakis 
with  the  Renards;  I  know  not  in  what  light  that  alliance  was 
represented  nor  the  proofs  that  were  adduced.  All  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  is,  that  the  Court — Avhicli  (1o<^;a  not  act 
without  being  fully  informed — paying  no  heed  to  the  former 
devotion  of  the  Abenakis  to  the  French  ]xx)ple,  nor  relying  in 
any  way  upon  the  benefits  it  had  conferred  \\]X)n  that  barbarous 
Kation  to  the  extent  almost  of  prodigality,  has  forbidden  their 
being  employed  on  the  expeditions  that  are  l>eiug  sent  against 
the  Renards. 

A  year  after  the  message  of  tlie  luMiards  was  brought  to  the 
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Abeiiakis,  tho  Calumet  Dance  made  its  appearance.  The  Calu- 
met was  kept  hidden  for  a  whole  year  and  not  a  word  was  said 
of  the  Dance.  He  who  had  charge  of  it  had  reason  to  fear  that 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  would  he  well  received.  He  was 
aware  that  eighteen  years  previously  they  had  been  brought  'in 
unavailingly  under  Father  Vincent  Bigot^  who  euergetically 
and  successfully  opposed  the  reception  of  that  Calumet  and  of 
that  Dance,  because  he  knew  everything  connected  with  them. 
It  was  therefore  necessary  to  choose  a  favorable  time,  and  this 
was  when  he  found  that  the  late  ]\ronsieur  de  Vaudreuil  had 
been  informed  of  all  his  doings  and  had  administered  a  severe 
reprimand  to  him.  Then  he  raised  the  mask  and  in  order  to 
revenge  himself  and  to  manifest  his  resentment,  he  at  last 
brought  forth  the  Calumet  and  the  Dance.  When  the  mission- 
ary of  St  Fi'ancois,  wlio  had  been  a.  witness  of  what  liad  occurred 
in  Father  Bigot's  time,  saw  this  Dance  suddenly  make  its 
appearance,  he  was  surprised  at  its  novelty,  and  heard  some 
savages  sv.y  that  Chrit^tians  Ciiuld  not  amuse  tlieuisclves  with 
fiuch  diversions.  He,  therefore,  carefully  inquired  into  the 
matter  and  this  is  what  he  leanied : — 

1st.  That  this  Dance  was  really  a  religious  ceremony  not  only 
amongst  the  Ronards  but  also  amongst  all  the  nations  of  the 
upper  country;  tliat  it  was  called  tlie  Spirit  Dance;  that  thej 
did  not  say:  "dance  with  the  Calmnet,''  but  "dance  in  honor 
of  the  Calumlet;"  in  other  words  tliat  it  was  tlie  God  of  those 
ISTations. 

2nd.  That  the  words  used  in  tlie  song  of  that  Dance  are  an 
invocation  of  the  Spirit. 

3d.  That  when  the  Calumet  is  smoked  in  the  Councils,  a  man 
whose  wife  is  pregnant  must  abstain  from  smoking  it,  Inmrtuso 
his  wife  would  not  be  safely  delivered  of  her  child  and  the  latter 
would  inevitably  die. 

4th.  That  this  Dance  is  used  to  call  tho  souls  of  those  against 

1  Vincent  Bigot  arrived  in  Canada  in  ir.SO,  and  in  1G94  t'oundod  the 
Abenalii  mission  at  Pcntegoet.    From  1704  -10,  he  \v-as  snperior  of  tho 
Canadian  missions.    Uotnrninp:  lo  Franco  in  171o.  ho  w.t^  inado  pro- 
curer of  these  missions,  and  died  in  France  in  1720. — Eu. 
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■whom  war  is  to  be  waged,  and  by  this  means  to  kill  their 
enemies  without  fail. 

5th.  To  conciliate  foreig-n  and  hostile  Nations  and  make  a 
lasting  peace  with  them. 

6th.  To  obtain  fine  weather  or  rain,  according  to  the  heeds 
of  the  soil. 

Yth.  To  have  favorable  winds  while  navigating. 

8th.  Finally,  that  it  is  a  specific  for  warding  off  evil  and  for 
obtaining  benefits  of  all  kinds. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  statement  a  missionary  asks 
whether  he  can  permit  his  new  Christians  to  perform  the  Calu- 
met Dance,  as  an  indifferent  matter.  And  this  is  how  he  puts 
his  question.  Can  we  permit  onr  new  Christians  to  take  part 
in  that  which,  from  the  words  of  the  song  and  the  features  of 
the  dance,  is  a  Religious  ceremony  amongst  the  idolatrous  na- 
tions whence  this  song  and  this  dance  have  l>een  brouglit?  The 
[Reasons  for  doubting  this  are  derived  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing  itself,  from  the  cliaracter  of  the  new  Cliristians,  from 
the  circumstances,  and  finally  from  the  following  considera- 
tions : 

1st.  That  this  Dance  amongst  idolatrous  nations  is  used  for 
all  the  pur[x>scs  above  set  forth  is  a  fact  proved  by  the  testi- 
mony of  all  tli(^  I^'i'ciicli  lun'c  t i'a\'('ll(^il  in  tlio  upper  cniiiitry; 
all  our  savages  admit  it,  and  I  do  not  think  that  a  single  mis- 
sionary doubts  it.  But  that  the  words  of  the  song  are  an  invoca- 
tion of  the  Spirit  is  not  easy  to  prove  by  a  large  numl)er  of  wit- 
nesses, because  one  must  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
language  of  those  Nations  to  bo  able  to  judge  of  it;  and  this  is 
what  Fatlier  Chardoii  foi-merly  assorted. 

This  siiniinicr,  17.!M,  the  Abonakis  nskcfl  IVfonsiour  the  Mar- 
quis do  Bcauharnois  that  tliey  be  allowed  to  iKM-form  that 
Dance;  they  made  use  of  all  their  eloquence  to  convinoo  liim 
that  it  was  a  mere  trillo;  but,  nevertheless,  tliey  admitted  to  him 
thai  ihcy  looked  upon  this  Danci^  a<  a  thiir,  a  slamlard,  a  symbol. 
They  thought  thoy  could  doccivo  Monsieur  the  Governor'a 
wisdom  by  making  use  of  a  woixl  that  might  cs<'ayx3  his  peno 
tration;  but  the  Answer  they  received  from  him  wnvincod  them 
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that  they  could  not  easily  mislead  him.  Therefore  let  atten- 
tion be  paid  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  flag,  standard,  symbol. 
Everbody  knows  the  Savages  well  enough  to  be  aware  that  they 
are  fond  of  expressing  themselves  in  figurative  language  and 
that  they  perfectly  understand  all  the  meanings  of  the  words 
which  convey  some  image  to  their  minds.  The  Abenakis  have 
received  the  Calumet  Dance  from  the  Renards;  this  Calumet 
Dance  brings  about  union  and  peace  between  nations;  the 
Abenakis  wish  to  retain  this  flag  of  the  Eenards;  therefore  they 
wish  to  live  on  good  terms  with  the  Renards.  If  that  inference 
be  correct,  will  this  one  be  less  so?  The  Calumet  Dance  is  a 
Religious  Ceremony  amongst  the  Renards ;  the  Abenakis  wish 
to  retain  this  Dance  as  a  flag,  a  standard,  a  symbol.  The 
Abenakis  therefore  desire  to  appear,  at  least  outwardly,  to  have 
the  God  of  the  Renards^  Religion.  Consequently  the  'Mis- 
sionary  was  not  surprised  when — on  the  Return  of  the  Aben- 
akis from  Montreal  and  on  his  declaring  to  the  Leader  of  the 
present  Conspiracy  that  the  Christian  Religion  and  this  idol- 
atrous Dance  could  not  exist  together  and  that  a  choice  must 
be  made  between  them — he  lieard  the  savage  reply  coldly  and 
firmly:  ^^Since  these  two  things  are  incompatible,  the  Calumet 
Dance  must  therefore  be  retained  in  preference." 

3d.  The  levity  and  inconstancy  of  the  Savages,  their  train- 
ing which  makes  them  averse  to  labor,  to  control,  and  to  ro- 
straint;  the  love  of  indcjx^ndence  and  freedom;  dissoluteness 
in  the  young  men;  unfaithfulness  in  marriages;  their  int.era- 
porance  and  excesses  while  intoxicated  ;  all  these  defix^ts  are  but 
so  many  vices  of  mankind.  The  Gospel  has  infallible  remedies 
for  repressing  them  as  it  efFcxMivcly  represses  thoiu  in  all  the 
other  nations  of  the  world.  But  hero  is  a  sin  of  a  special 
nature  and  which  is  peculiar  to  all  the  Savages;  it  consists  in 
sifting  this  same  Gosjx^l  through  the  Sieve  of  the  Councils. 
Accustomed  as  tliey  are  to  hold  Councils  to  deliberate  on  matters 
of  IIk^  slightest.  iini)()r(;uic(^,  tlicy  do  llic  saiiu^  with  r(\<iHvt.  to 
the  word  of  God  that  is  ainioinicod  lo  tluMu.    If  llu\v  hear  the 
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Missionary  speak  of  a  particular  virtue  and  demonstrate  it3 
necessity,  a  Sav?>ge  will  shortly  afterward  say  in  Lis  cabin  or 
at  an  assembly,  tliat  what  has  been  heard  in  the  church  is,  in 
truth,  very  fine  but  that  assuredly  God  does  not  ask  it  of  Sav- 
ages. If  they  hear  a  strong  denunciation  of  certain  vices, 
somebody  will  soon  apply  a  corrective  and  say :  '^Oh  !  surely 
God  will  not  call  us  to  account  for  that  and  will  not  judge  U9 
for  it;  surely  God  will  not  damn  a  Savage  for  such  a  thing.'' 
The  decision  is  pronounced;  an  Elder  has  spoken;  the  judg- 
ment is  final  and  without  appeal.  In  vain  will  the  Missionary 
thunder  in  the  church  and  protest  that  he  announces  the  word 
of  God  purely  and  simply;  the  opposors,  like  unto  the  veuorable 
magistrates  of  our  courts  who  are  insensible  to-  the  insults  of 
the  persons  against  whose  suits  they  have  decided,  let  the  mis- 
eionai-y  call  out,  and  will  not  abandon  the  opinions  they  have 
advanced. 

This  year^  our  Chiefs  were  dispersed  in  various  directions: 
two  went  to  carry  messages  to  the  Aniers,^  another  to  the  Mhi- 
Bakis.  During  their  absence,  our  young  men  supjwrted  by  their 
partizans  won  over  the  young  Chief  who  remained.  They 
persuaded  hiin  botli  by  their  fine  words  and  by  th.'  llaltci-ing 
hope  tliat  he  Avould  be  the  only  Chief  in  this  mission  owing  to 
the  thorough  devotion  that  the  young  men  would  have  for  liim. 
The  temptation  was  too  great  for  a  Savage  to  resist. 

The  missionaiy  can  truthfully  assert  that  of  all  tlioso  who 
are  most  outspoken  in  favor  of  this  Dance,  some  are  very  disso- 
lute in  their  morals;  the  others  liavc  no  religion,  and  not  one 
of  them  is  attached  to  the  French.  Even  if  this  Dance  bad  no 
other  drawbacks  than  all  the  otJier  tlanccs,  should  it  be  per- 
mitted under  the  circumstan(?es  ? 

•X-  ^-  -X-  -X-  x-  -x-  *  * 

If  there  wore  amongst  the  Christians  any  upholders  of  tlio 
Oalumet  dance,  they  could  merely  allege  the  protc^station  of  tho 

1  Date  on  margin  of  MS.,  1734.— Ki>. 

2Frencli  appellation  lor  (he  INloliawK  Indian'}.— Em. 
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Savages  that  thej  mean  no  evil.  The  following  facts  Tvill 
over-rule  this  plea: 

1st  fact — ITe  who  brought  the  Dance  here  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  gave  it  to  be  understood  that  its  reception  would  be  a  pro- 
tection against  all  the  baleful  consequences  of  Avar,  while  it3 
rejection  would  result  in  sure  destruction  by  the  enemy.  In 
all  the  attempts  that  have  since  been  made  to  establisli  the  Dance 
in  this  Mission,  the  following  words  liave  been  heai'd  a  luiudred 
times  to  fall  from  the  lips  of  the  supporters  of  the  Dance :  ^ We 
are  dead ;  we  are  being  killed ;  the  only  means  we  have  for  our 
preservation  are  taken  from  us.'^  These  words  have  been  heard 
by  the  missionary,  uttered  by  an  Elder  in  the  middle  of  the 
Village  while  the  people  were  coming  out  after  mass. 

2nd  fact — An  Abenakis  who  is  distinguished  in  his  ISTation 
through  his  exploits  and  who  is  the  chief  upholder  of  the 
Dance,  despairing  of  being  able  to  establish  it  at  St.  Frangois 
through  his  own  credit,  withdraws  in  disgust  in  the  direction 
of  la  Baye  in  the  upper  country.  He  falls  ill  and  finding  him- 
self at  death's  door,  he  sends  for  Father  Chardon;  he  makes 
his  confession;  he  has  not  been  a  Saint  but  in  his  present  con- 
dition, nothing  troubles  him  more  than  all  he  has  done  to  have 
the  Dance  admitted  in  St  Francois;  he  acknowledges  all  the 
evil  connected  with  it  and  begs  his  Confessor  to  inform  the 
missionary  of  St  Frangois  of  his  regret  for  the  liarni  he  has 
done  in  his  Mission  and  that  he  makes  reparation  for  it  as 
best  he  can  at  death. 

3rd  fact — ^ Young  men  in  this  ]\rission  wdio  Averc  preparing 
for  the  Dance  have  been  heard  to  say  to  those  wlio  warned  them 
not  to  do  so:  ^'Why  do  you  wi.sli  to  ])r('vont  us  from  dtiing  wliat 
Avo  (h)  ?  Tt  is  as  if  wo  took  pari  in  (lie  procession  of  (he  lUessod 
Sacrament." 

4lh  fact  —  The  Cahiniet  fc^atlici's  wove  broiiiilil  bore  again 
two  years  ago.  They  Avero  distributed  secretly  amongst  all  the 
cabins  of  this  Mission  to  receive  them.  In  every  cabin  iho 
choice  fell  upon  the  ])crsons  Avho  coidd  bo  relied  on.  Ono  was 
addressed  to  a  newly  converted  Avonnin  from  Orangt\  In  vain 
was  it  represented  to  her  tliat  these  feathers  had  been  received 
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in  all  the  cabins;  that  hers  would  inevitably  be  destro^^ed  if 
ehe  took  not  that  feather;  she  persisted  in  saying  that  wlien  she 
was  baptized  she  renounced  all  the  Savages'  superstitions.  And 
this  good  woman,  Avho  has  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  de- 
crepitude (she  m,ay  be  about  45  years  old),  when  her  mis- 
sionary gives  her  advice,  is  very  Avell  able  to  re])ly  that  her 
cabin  is  the  oidy  one  in  tlie  ]\[i.ssion  wlicre  Idohitry  is  not 
practised. 

5th  fact — The  Chief  of  whom  I  have  spoken  and  who  per- 
ished so  miserably  3  or  4  years  ago,  before  going  out  hunting 
for  the  last  time,  placed  the  Calumet  feathers  in  his  niece's 
hands  recommending  her  to  keep  them  very  carefully  in  her 
box  as  the  sole  safegm^rd  ul  the  Vilhige,  and  the  infallible 
means  of  preserving  it.  The  niece  obeyed  her  uncle.  Some 
time  afterward  she  fell  ill.  Seeing  that  she  was  about  to  die, 
she  called  in  her  missionary  and  informed  him  of  the  sin  she 
had  committed  by  taking  charge  of  so  abominable  a  thing, 
which  was  looked  upon  as  the  protecting  Deity  of  the  Village. 

The  Calumet  Dance  being  what  we  have  shown  it  to  be ;  the 
Christians  who  have  received  it  being  such  as  we  have  depicted 
them;  the  circumstances  needing  only  some  other  detailed  facts 
to  show  all  its  gi-ievousness ;  the  consequences  being  inevitable; 
and,  finally,  the  Abenakis  retaining  this  Dance  with  the  same 
views  and  the  same  ideas  with  which  it  was  established  or  at 
least  with  which  it  was  j)erfonncd  amongst  idolatrous  Nations, 
can  it  be  authorized,  permitted  or  tolerated? 


1734:    EXPLANATION  OF  THE  AFFAITv  WITH  THE  SAUK 

[Letter  of  Beauhariiois  to  llio  Frnich  Minislor,  just ify iiii;  his  ron- 
iicction  with  tho  Green  Bay  fiasco,  dntod  Oct.  H.  IT.'M.  MS.  in  archives 
of  Ministere  des  Coh)nie3,  Paris;  i)rossinarU.  "C:inaila.  Torrrsp.  ^:cn., 
vol.  Gl,  c.  11,  fol.  287. "J 

MoNSEiGNEUR — lYou  do  uio  tlio  liouor  of  ill  forming  mo  by 
your  lelt(u-  of  tho  2Qih  of  April  last  that  his  Majesty  can.sos  an 
explanation  to  be  given  me,  by  his  despatch  to  l^fonsiiMir  Uoc- 
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quart  and  myself  jointly  of  his  intentions  Eegarding  what  con- 
cerns each  nation.  I  have  seen  what  His  Majesty  is  pleased 
to  point  out  to  me  on  this  Subject,  and  I  venture  to  assure  him 
that  this  matter  has  always  rocoived  my  chief  attention  since 
I  have  Been  in  this  Colony.  You  will  Observe,  ]\Ionseigneur, 
by  our  reply  to  the  King's  memorial,  the  measures  that  I  con- 
tinue to  take  to  restore  tranquillity  in  the  upper  Country. 

It  would  have  been  difficult  for  me  to  forestall  the  events  that 
gave  rise  to  the  troubles  there  in  connection  with  the  Sakis  and 
Renards,  and  after  having  had  the  honor  of  informing  you  by 
our  joint  letter  of  the  11th  of  November  last  of  what  had 
caused  the  unfortunate  aifair  of  la  Baye,  I  would  add  that  it 
should  be  attributed  less  to  the  remnant  of  the  Benard  nation, 
than  to  the  slight  precautions  obsei-ved  by  the  Sieur  de  Yilliers 
on  that  occasion.  What  I  had  had  the  honor  of  telling  you, 
MonseigTieur,  in  the  preceding  years,  respecting  tlie  condition 
to  which  the  Benards  were  reduced,  was  authentic ;  and  there  was 
no  reason  to  think  that  so  small  a  nmnbcr  as  those  that  remained 
and  implored  mercy  on  all  sides,  could  cause  .any  trouble  in 
the  upper  Country,  especially  after  the  assurance  I  had  re- 
ceived, as  I  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  the  Be- 
mainder  of  that  Nation,  after  trying  in  vain  to  effect  an  alli- 
ance with  all  the  other  nations,  who  had  refused  them,  saw  no 
other  way  of  saving  their  lives  than  by  coming  and  throwing 
themselves  on  their  Father's  mercy.  Nevertheless,  although 
this  information  came  to  me  from  all  sides,  and,  moreover, 
appearances  gave  me  no  reason  to  snspcct  anything  else,  still, 
the  inconstancy  of  the  savages  and  the  little  reliance  that  can 
be  placed  in  their  promises  led  me  to  think  of  tlio  moasnrcv^  that 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  consequences  that  might  result 
from  that  affair,  in  the  cvtMiL  uf  \]\v  Bonnrds  succeeding  in  cor- 
rupting some  nations,  and  in  iindiiig  a  refuge  among  thcni. 

To  that  end  I  had  ordered  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  by  special 
instructions  to  take  every  proper  precaution,  through  llio 
nations  that  are  faithful  to  us,  to  bring  in  the  remainder  of  the 
Kenards,  or  to  destroy  them  if  he  could  not  succeed  in  doing  so. 
I  had  expressly  recommended  to  him  before  attempting  any- 
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tiling,  to  make  sure  of  tlie  Sakis  (as  being  Those  ^vlio  seemed  to 
me  the  most  to  he  suspected)  for  tlie  succc,^^  of  the  iiudertuking, 
And  with  that  object  I  had  given  him  a  large  colhar,  accom- 
panied by  presents  and  two  medals  for  tlie  two  most  noted 
chiefs  of  that  ISTation,* — a  Course  that  seemed  all  the  more 
suitable  since  those  savages  had  Until  then  manifested  naught 
but  Hostility  toward  the  Renards  and  had  also  refused  their 
alliance.  The  precautions  that  I  took  were  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  resolution  they  had  taken,  and  to  estrange  tliem 
more  and  more  from  the  Renards.  If  those  measures,  l\Ion- 
seigneur,  had  been  T'ollowed  as  I  had  arranged  them,  I  can 
assert  that  Matters  would  not  have  reached  such  an  extremity. 
As  far  as  I  was  concerned,  they  wei'e  tlie  l^est  measures  rliat  I 
could  take,  and  They  seemed  to  me  all  the  more  safe  since  I 
entrusted  their  execution  to  an  oiiicer  who  liad  always  dis))layed 
great  prudence  in  his  actions.  Monsieur  de  Villiers's  conduct 
on  that  occasion  gave  a  different  aspect  to  the  affair.  That 
officer,  who  was  ordered  to  act  with  the  most  gentle  means,  and  to 
Bend  word  to  the  friendly  nations  to  deliver  up  the  Renards  to 
him  or  to  destroy  them  utterly,  began  by  talking  of  war  at 
Missilimakinac ;  and  without  heeding  the  commands  that  had 
been  given  him,  he  marched  straight  to  la  Bayo  with  tliirly 
French  and  a  hundred  folles  avoines  Savages,  whom  ho  gathered 
on  the  way;  and  he  ordered  the  Sicur  de  l\e])ontigiiy  to  follow 
him  with  thirty  French  whom  he  also  had  with  him  and  a  hun- 
dred Outauacs.  On  approaching  the  post  of  la  Baye,  tlie  Sieur 
de  Villiers  left  the  Sieur  de  Repentigny  with  his  party  half  a 
leag\ie  from  the  fort  of  the  Sakis  with  orders  to  proceed  there 
on  hearing  siirnal  of  three  gim-shols;  and  aft("r  cnhaj-Uini; 
in  his  canoe  to  continue  his  route,  ho  despatched  hiv<*  eldest  son 
with  ten  Frenchmen  and  fifty  savages  to  the  petit  Cacalin,  a 
place  by  which  the  Renards  might  esca])e  from  the  Sakis'  fort, 
and  ho  kept  with  Ilim  only  sixtiuMi  men,  wlumi  \\o  divithMi  into 
two  parties  to  blockade  the  fort.  To  say  nothing  of  the  fact 
that  all  thes(^  nian(envres  were  contrary  ti>  the  onhu-s  lhal  ho 
had  rvceived  t.o  ado])!  only  iIkt  g(Mitk\st.  measures  U>  seiMin^  iho 
Subjugation  of  tho  Renards,  and  that  for  tlio  Carrying  out  of 

(•  202  1 


1731];       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


his  design,  he  had  with  Him  but  those  sixteen  men  (for  the 
savages  of  his  party  had  asked  him  to  allow  them  time  to  hold 
a  feast),  he  acted  in  this  affair  with  still  less  prudence  and 
circimispection  since — in  addition  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
no  question  of  coining  into  conflict  witli  tlie  Snkis  or  with  any 
other  nation  to  secure  the  Eenards — the  Very  objection  of  the 
Salds  at  the  outset  to  deliver  up  the  remainder  of  that  nation, 
and  their  request  to  Him  not  to  use  violence  to  get  them  because 
it  was  not  yet  time,  should  have  induced  him  to  have  had  some 
consideration  for  the  Sakis,  and  to  have  attempted  to  win  them 
by  means  of  the  presents  that  I  had  entrusted  to  him,  especially 
as  his  forces  were  not  yet  assembled.  The  Sieur  de  Villiers, 
not  heeding  all  these  considerations  and  guided  solely  by  rash 
Bravery  and  courage,  brought  on  the  misfortune  that  happened, 
wliicli  it  was  impossible  for  mo  to  foresee  owing  to  the  measures 
that  I  had  taken.  He  tried  to  enter  the  Sakis  fort.  He  being 
the  tentli,  to  force  and  tear  down  the  barrier,  in  the  hojx;  tliat 
Buch  boldness  would  overawe  them.  Some  Chiefs  told  him  to 
withdraw ;  that  their  Young  men  had  no  longer  any  sense  and 
that  if  he  ]^ersisted  he  would  be  a  dead  man.  jNTothiug  stopped 
that  Officer.  A  gun-shot  Was  fired  by  a  Sakis  or  by  a  Renard, 
and  killed  tlio  son  of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  who  was  at  his  side. 
The  Father  fired  his  gun  at  the  first  who  presented  himself,  and 
this  Was  followed  by  a  volley  from  the  wan'iors  of  the  Village 
and  he  was  killed.  I  would  have  had  the  honor,  Monseigneur, 
of  giving  you  these  particulars  last  year  in  our  joint  letter  on 
the  subject  of  this  affair,  had  I  been  informed  of  them.  But 
the  news  only  reached  me  last  Summer,  and  I  was  all  the  more 
surprised  at  it,  since  the  orders  I  had  given  to  the  Sieur  de 
Villiers  were  veiy  different  from  tho  manner  in  wliich  lie 
acted.  In  any  case  he  had  engaged  in  this  a  Hair  which  would, 
in  trutli,  have  done  lienor  to  the  Freueh,  liad  he  ( ahliouizh  With- 
out orders)  employed  his  forces  judiciously. 

You  will  observe,  Monseigneur,  in  the  reply  to  tho  Kiug^a 
memorial  the  measures  that  I  have  taken  to  prevent  the  (^ousc- 
qiienocs  of  tliis  affair  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  sauie,  if  ]H>ssibto 
by  conciliatory  means  as  far  as  tho  Sakis  are  concerned.  I 
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have  occasioned  as  little  expense  as  possible  to  His  Majesty, 
and  he  will  not  be  able  to  hear  of  the  Success  of  our  efforts 
before  next  year. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect^  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Quebec,  October  5th,  1734.  Beauiiarxois 


1734:    DETROIT;  NEED  OP  SOLDIERS  TO  GARRISON  UPPER 

POSTS 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  6,  1734. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  61,  c.  11,  fol.  292.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  liavo  reccivcd  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  20th  of  April  last.  I  noticed 
what  you  were  pleased  to  tell  me  respecting  the  establishment 
of  Detroit  and  the  garrison  wliose  increase  T  had  the  honor  to  a?k 
of  you,  wliich  you  wore  pleased  to  report  to  His  ^Tajesty.  You 
will  Observe,  ]\ronseigneur,  by  a  joint  despatch  from  ]\fonsieur 
hocquart  and  Myself,  the  means  we  are  taking  to  contribute  to 
the  establishment  of  that  post  by  the  grant  of  the  concessions 
requested  by  the  habitants;  and  ])y  the  care  T  have  taken  in 
the  selection  of  the  Commaiuhint  wlioin  T  sent  thithor.  I  ac- 
knowledge, Monseigncur,  that  such  precautions  may  be  useful 
for  the  progress  of  that  settlement,  TTis  Majesty's  Intention 
being  that  we  should  confine  ourselves  to  it  for  the  present.  I 
should  have  nothing  to  add  did  not  tlio  affair  of  the  Ouyatanons, 
whereon  Ave  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  the  memorial  to 
the  Xing,  show  the  necessity  of  having  strong  garrisons  in  tlio 
posts  to  protect  them  against  the  attacks  of  the  savngvf^  to  whicli 
they  are  exposed,  and  against  which  it  is  always  good  to  be  on 
one's  guard.  This  is  still  more  necessary  in  the  case  of  tlie 
post  of  Detroit  as  it  is  the  entrepot  for  and  the  ctmnecting  link 
with  Louisiana  and  the  other  neighl)oring  jiosts.  The  return 
of  tlie  Onyatanons  and  \\\v  n^prnlance  lliey  have  inanilV<tod, 
can  bo  attributed  solely  to  their  foar  of  the  force  sent  against 
Them  by  the  (V>mnnindant  of  Detroit.  Tlieso  considerations, 
Morseigneur,  and  the  necessity  of  having  garrisons  of  s\iiHciont 
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strengtli  to  enable  the  Commandant  to  make  the  King's  author- 
ity respected,  have  induced  me^  every  year,  to  beg  yon  to  urge 
His  ]\rajesty  to  order  a  larger  number  of  troops  to  be  sent  to  this 
country  to  enable  me  to  supply  gari-isous  to  the  posts  wirhout 
\vi\ikiMiing  bolow  Thoir  prosoiu  siri'umh  llu^  i\>inp;ini^'>  .-;|:uioiuNl 
in  the  towns.  Ahhoiigh  L  have  sent  to  the  posts  only  tlio  niuii- 
ber  of  soldiers  that  was  strictly  necessary,  I  would  nevertheless 
not  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  fresh  remonstrances  to 
you  on  the  subject,  had  not  the  reasons  that  influenced  me  in 
previous  years,  seemed  to  me  deserving  of  more  attention, 
especially  in  our  present  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  course 
our  neighbors  [the  English]  may  pursue.  This  matter,  Mon- 
seigneur,  seems  the  stnctest  of  the  obligations  imposed  on  me 
and,  although  you  have  done  nu>  the  hoiior  of  iiiforiiiing  me  that 
His  Majesty  could  not  bring  himself  to  order  an  additional 
number  of  troops  to  be  sent,  as  I  had  taken  the  liberty  of  asking, 
I  have  considered  that  present  circumstances  might  justify  me 
in  repeating  my  request,  as  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Colony  are  at  stake.  I  venture  to  flatter 
myself,  Monseigneur,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lake  this  into 
consideration,  especially  after  I  have  had  the  honor  to  assure 
you  that  such  increase  is  indispensable  for  strengthening  the 
posts  of  the  upi^er  Country,  and  retaining  the  neccssar}^  garri- 
sons in  the  towns. 

I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  last  year  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  Sieur  Peau^  had  incurred  gi-eat  expense  in  proceeding  to 
Detroit,  That  Oflieer  would  have  been  completely  ruined  had  I 
brought  him  back  the  same  year.  At  the  same  time  I  flattered 
myself,  Monseigneur,  that  His  Majesty  would  apprecinte  the^o 
reasons.    But,  although  the  Sieur  Teau  \vi\3  gix^nlly  t\oinlod  at 

1  Jacques-Hughes  P6au,  Sicur  de  Livandi^ro,  was  born  in  Paris  in 
1G82,  and  came  to  Canada  as  onicrr  in  the  kiui^'s  troops.  Ho  was  rom- 
mandant  at  Fort  Frotenac  In  1724,  and  at  Chambly  In  1727.  .\fior 
his  service  at  Detroit  (17^2-30),  he  returned  to  Quebec,  and  was  mado 
town  major  of  Quebec,  wliore  lie  iiied  in  1747.  His  son  was  llio  pivu- 
lator,  wliose  wife  was  mistress  of  Bigot,  the  last  intendant  of  Ne\? 
France. — Ed. 
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that  post  owing  to  the  various  occurrences  that  had  happened 
there  and  with  which  he  is  thoroughly  familiar,  I  will  not  show 
the  same  consideration  in  future  and  he  will  be  relieved  nex-t 
spring.  I  had  made  arrangements  for  this  prior  to  the  receipt 
of  jour  orders.  However,  his  service  as  Town  Major  has  not 
been  injuriously  affected  thereby. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant. 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  6th,  1734. 


1734:    PUNISHMENT  PREPARED  FOR  THE  SAUK;  CONDITIONS 
AMONG  INDIANS  OP  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Extracts  from  the  yearly  report  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart,  in 
reply  to  the  King's  memorial,  relating  to  affairs  in  the  upper  country, 
dated  Oct.  7,  1734.    Source;  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  65.] 

Monseigneur — 

Since  the  blow  Struck  by  the  Sakis  and  Renards  jointly  at 
la  Baye  on  the  IGth  September  1733,  and  their  precipitate 
flight  after  evacuating  their  fort,  pursued  by  the  Sieur  Cou- 
lons  de  Yilliers,  the  Younger,  Those  Savages,  after  Wandering 
about  for  some  time,  asked  In  vain  for  a  refuge  among  the 
sioux  and  ayoiiais  who  refused  it  to  them.  The  last  news  that 
the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  has  received,  shows  that  thoy  have 
Established  themselves  in  a  fort  on  the  Kiver  Wa}^i])inikam/ 
two  or  three  days'  journey  below  the  Oiiisconsin  in  the  East 
part  of  the  Mississippi,  near  the  riviT'iv  a\ix  Bcrufa  where  Fa- 
tlicr  Guignas,  a  Jesuit  Missionary,  and  tlie  French  Were  stopped 
when  they  Evacuated  the  post  among  tbc  sioux  in  iTilS.^  The 
same  news  adds  that  the  Sakis  have  fortified  themselves  and 
tJiat  they  have  compelled  the  Renards  to  build  a  fort  for  them- 
selves so  as  to  bo  separate  from  them,  but  nevertheless  in  tluMr 


1  The  present  Wapsii)lnicon  Riv(M',  Iowa. —  En. 

'  R(Mi  (iiifc.  p.  :?S.- -  lOn. 
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neighborhood.  It  may  be  considered  from  the  conduct  of  the 
Sakis  since  the  affair  of  la  Baye,  that  they  do  not  intend  to 
persist  in  supporting  the  Renards,  and  in  undertaking  their 
■defence;  That,  on  the  contrary,  they  wish  to  obtain  peace  and 
pardon  for  themselves;  And  the  reason  we  think  so  is  that  all 
the  Letters  from  the  Officers  at  the  Posts  say  the  same  thing, 
which  they  have  heard  from  Savages  Upon  whom  nevertheless 
we  cannot  otherwise  Eely.  The  report  that  may  be  considered 
the  most  reliable  comes  from  a  veiy  friendly  ISTepissingiie  savage 
who  was  hunting  with  them,  and  who  said  the  same  thing  to  the 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois. 

The  Sieur  de  Celoron,^  the  Commandant  at  Missilimakinac, 
writes  that  he  has  been  informed  by  Poux  Savages  that  the 
sakis  regret  that  they  have  become  mixed  up  in  this  unfortunate 
affair  of  which  they  openly  say  the  Eenards  Were  the  cause, 
and  that  they  Intend  to  separate  and  detacli  themselves  from 
them  in  order  to  obtain  forgiveness. 

The  Sieur  Linctot,  the  Commandant  among  the  sioux,  writes 
that  the  Savages  at  his  Post  and  a  portion  of  the  Puants  have 
promised  not  to  abandon  him,  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  ready  to  attack  the  Sakis  and  Renards.  But  that  officer 
keeps  ever  On  His  guard,  because  from  the  30  Cabins  of  Puants 
that  were  at  his  post,  8  or  10  detached  themselves  last  winter 
to  go  and  join  the  Sakis,  but  they  have  since  then  returned  to 
their  Village. 

3  There  seem  to  be  no  data  to  determine  whether  this  was  tiie  father 
or  son.  Jean  Baptiste  Celoron,  Sieur  de  Blainville,  was  born  in  Paris 
in  1GG4;  came  to  Canada  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  troops,  and  died  in 
Montreal,  June,  1735.  His  son,  Pierre  Joseph,  was  born  in  1693,  and 
was  eminent  for  his  services  in  the  Western  country.  In  1739  he  lod 
the  northern  troops  af^ainst  the  ChicUasaws;  from  1742-13,  i\nd 
again  from  1750-54,  he  was  comniandanL  at  Detroit.  He  commanded 
at  Niagara,  1744-4G,  and  at  Crown  I'oml.  1747  11).  Ho  was  probably 
the  leader  of  the  famous  Ohio  expedition  of  174I>,  althouf;h  possibly 
tho  commandant  was  his  younj^er  brother.  Jean  Haptiste.  lu  the 
Seven  Years  War  (1754-03),  he  was  on  the  staff  of  the  rommandor-ln- 
chief,  with  tho  rank  of  major.  In  1700,  he  was  characterized  as  "poor 
and  brave,"  and  dicil  about  1777.- -Kd. 

1  --'07  1 
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The  OutaAvacs  of  ]\rissilimakiiiac  came  (1oa\ti  last  Spring  to 
the  number  of  thirty  two.  Their  word  was  to  weep  for  the 
dead  and  to  ask  their  Father's  opinion  regarding  the  affair  at 
la  Baye.  But  when  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  discovered  that 
tliey  were  deputed  by  their  Village  to  present  liim  with  a  large 
Black  Collar — which  Meant  that,  inasmuch  as  the  French  had 
been  killed  as  well  as  They,  it  was  impossible  for  tliem  to  go 
and  avenge  their  dead  unless  they  had  some  French  Avith  them — 
he  replied  to  them  that  he  would  not  abandon  them,  that  he 
wished  to  chastise  and  take  vengeance  upon  the  Sakis  and 
Eenards  for  their  treachery ;  that  he  would  give  them  aid  in 
men  and  in  the  necessary  munitions  to  enable  them  to  act  with 
us.  On  receiving  this  re]:»ly,  the  Outaiiacs  went  ])ack  sati'^fied 
to  Missiliinakinac.  The  Sieur  Ccloron,  Avho  commands  there^ 
Encouraged  them  in  the  Hope  that  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois 
had  given  them,  and  they  seemed  to  be  disposed  to  march  and 
to  strike  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  Aid  that  Would  be  Sent  to  them. 

The  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  had  already  been  Informed  by 
the  Sieur  Poau,  the  Commandant  at  detroit,  of  the  Impatience 
felt  by  the  hurous,  the  Poutoiiatamis  and  Outaiiacs  at  that  post 
to  see  some  French  arrive  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  two 
Hostile  nations.  The  Savages  at  the  other  posts  liavo  asked 
the  same  thing.  Moreover,  the  bad  Impression  that  would 
have  been  produced  On  the  Minds  of  the  savages  by  refusing 
to  Send  any  French,  and  the  dangers  to  be  dreaded  in  future 
from  the  l^ations  of  this  continent  if  the  deed  committed  at  la 
Baye  remained  ITni>unished, — ^All  these  circumstances,  and  the 
honor  of  tlie  French  name  have  detennincd  the  Sieur  de  Beau- 
harnois, after  conferring  with  the  Sieur  hocqnart  and  the  most 
Experienced  officers  in  the  Colony,  to  detach  a  I'larty  of  84 
French,  consisting  of  seven  officers  and  tlio  rcnuiinder  of  Cndcta, 
Sergeants,  Soldiers  and  soiuo  settlers.^  "Rot  Only  have  the 
officers  and  Cadets  Eagerly  volunteered  for  this  Son-ice,  but 

1  In  a  letter  dalod  Ocl.  10,  Be  ;niliarnois  writes:     '  In  tlie  »»n- 

lire  colony  there  are  actually  only  si^von  huiulred  and  fifty  solilirrs, 
one  hundred  and  sixly  of  Avhoni  nre  in  the  different  posts,  and  sixty 
"With  M.  Pesnoyelles'  parly."    .Y.  V.  Colon.  Docs.,  Ix,  p.  1040.— Ki). 
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the  remainder  of  the  detachment  have  also  expressed  the  great- 
est Willingness,  as  well  as  our  settled  savages  (to  the  number 
of  two  hundred)  who  have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  march  even 
if  no  French  should  go. 

The  Sieiir  de  Bcauharnois  has  selected  tlie  Sieur  de  Xoyelles 
to  comimand  the  party.  That  officer  is  very  Efficient  and  is 
greatly  loved  by  the  Savages,  And  he  Adds  to  these  qualities  a 
Constitution  capable  of  Enduring  the  fatigues  of  an  Expedition 
which  can  be  undertaken  only  in  a  very  inclement  season,  for 
it  will  be  necessary  to  proceed  a  very  great  distance  on  foot  and 
on  Snow-shoes.  The  other  officers  and  the  reniainder  of  the 
detachment  are  Capable  of  Following  him. 

The  Sieur  de  Noyelles  left  Montreal  on  the  14th  of  August 
last  with  his  detachment.  He  is  ordered  by  his  Instructions  to 
proceed  in  the  first  place  to  detroit,  and  there  to  conceit  with 
the  Sieur  Peau,  Tlie  other  oflicers,  and  the  nations  at  that  post 
regarding  the  proper  action  to  be  taken  on  aiTiving  at  tlie  spot 
whither  the  Sakis  and  Renards  have  retired;  to  direct  his  route 
by  Missilimakinac  or  in  a  straight  line  overland  according  to 
Circumstances ;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  he  is  to  agree  upon  a 
rendezvous  with  the  Sieur  de  celoron,  the  Commandant  at  Mis- 
silimakinac, where  the  latter  may  join  him  with  the  Savages 
of  his  Post,  and  a  party  of  our  settled  Algonquins  And  ISTepis- 
singiies  who  have  started  And  who  are  to  proceed  lo  the  said 
post  by  the  way  of  the  gi-eat  Riiver.^  He  has  also  been  strongly 
recommended  to  keep  On  His  guard  to  Avoid  All  Ambuscades 
and  not  to  Expose  his  forces  except  when  very  necessary. 

The  Sieur  de  Beauhaniois  should  Also  inform  His  ^Nfajesty 
that  inasmuch  as  a  considorable  ])ortiou  of  the  0\itaiiaos  of 
Missilimakinac  who  are  one  of  the  nations  most  Interested  in 
tlie  matter,  are  of  Opinion  and  tli(\Y  stated  that  tli(\v  \voiild 

like  t/>  have  the  matter  settled  by  conciliaiory  moasiiros  with 
the  Sakis  upon  the  latter  giving  up  the  Peiiards,  whom  the 
Ontawacs  look  upon  as  the  sole  cause  of  the  tn^ibh^  in  tho 

1  The  route  by  the  Ottawa  River  and  T.akc  Niplssinp;.  Ihroiigh  Geor^ 
gian  I3ay  and  Lake  Huron  to  Mackinac. —  Ed. 
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upper  country,  The  Sieur  de  JSToyelles  has  orders  to  act  accord- 
ingty,  and  to  o'raiit  peace  to  the  Sakis  if  tliey  consent  to  give 
up  the  Renards ;  If  not  to  destroy  both  nations  And  to  let  our 
Savages  eat  them  up. 

He  will  also  take  at  the  various  posts  the  officei-s,  cadets  and 
Soldiers  whom  He  may  need  to  strengthen  His  party  and  other 
Willing  French  Voyageurs  who  may  volunteer  to  serve  under 
him  on  this  Expedition.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  there 
will  be  no  lack  of  these  as  His  Majesty  may  see  by  the  Account 
we  are  to  give  him  of  what  has  happened  among  the  Otiiatanons. 

Such,  ^lonscignonr,  are  tlie  best  and  the  least  expensive  meas- 
tires  that  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  could  take  for  securing  the 
punishment  of  the  Sakis  and  Renards,  and  which  he  had  al- 
ready taken,  as  being  absolutely  necessary,  before  he  received 
his  Majesty's  orders.  His  ^Tajc'sty  cmniol  Ic^nrn  df  tl!(>ir  suc- 
cess before  next  year. 

With  regard  to  the  tAvo  Ecnard  chi(>fs  wlio  wor(^  at  Quebec, 
one  died  and  We  have  sent  the  other,  named  Kiala,  an  intrepid 
man,  to  Martinique.  We  have  given  notice  of  it  to  j\[essieur3 
de  Champigny  and  d'orgeville.  The  hurons  of  Lorette  asked 
the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  last  Avinter  for  The  wife  of  the  latter 
savage  and  they  adopted  her.  Her  quiet  conduct  had  Led  them 
to  believe  that  there  was  no  risk  in  letting  her  go  with  otlicr 
huron  women  to  the  Neighborliood  of  Lake  St  Peter^  to  gather 
maiden-hair  Ferns.  The  woman  escaped,  and  the  Sieur  de 
Beauharnois  has  given  the  necessary  orders  for  her  reca]>ture. 
If  she  can  be  caught  we  shall  Send  her  to  the  Islands  on  the  first 
opportunity. 

Tlie  Sieur  do  Beauharnois  Also  Sent  tlie  Sieur  do  Jonoaire, 
the  L]ld(u-,  to  the  clioiianons  to  cDutiniK^  \o  Wiildi  tlieir  a^liona 
and  to  Maintain  them  in  the  favorable  dispositions  that  they 
Felt  in  previous  years.  We  liave  received  no  news  concorniug 
tliem  that  can  lead  us  to  suspect  their  faithfulness.  That  olhcor 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  niaintaining  tluMu  iu  it  and  oi  In- 
ducing them  to  form  a  Village  with  the  Minuiis  or  hurons  so 

lAn  enlarg(Mii(>n(  of  llio  Uivor  St.  Liiwronco.  jibovo  tho  t.nvn  of  Tluoo 
Rivera. —  K\y. 

1  eio  I 
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as  to  keep  them  away  from  the  snares  that  the  English  might 
set  for  them. 

The  Sieur  de  ISTojelles  has  faithfully  Performed  the  task 
with  which  the  Sieiir  de  Beanharnois  had  entrusted  him  of  once 
more  gathering  the  scattered  Mi  amis  in  their  Village.  They 
Are  there  at  present,  And  the  Sieur  Darnaud^  who  commands 
the  post,  has  excellently  seconded  him  in  this  matter. 

An  event  occurred  in  the  Village  of  the  Oiiiatanons,  where 
the  Sieur  de  V  E'pernanche^  commands,  which  at  first  gave 
rise  to  considerable  disorder.  Two  young  men — one  a  French- 
man, the  other  a  Savage,  fought  together.  The  Frenchman  had 
the  advantatre.  The  Savage  went  for  his  comrades  who  as- 
sembled tumultuously,  struck  some  blows  with  their  knives, 
and  pillaged  all  the  French  at  the  Post,  without  however  any 
murder  being  committed.  The  Sieur  de  lyEpemanche  who 
was  2  or  3  arpents  from  there,  was  informed  of  it,  but  he 
was  unable  to  remedy  the  matter,  and  when  he  saw  that  he  was 
not  in  a  Position  to  Overawe  the  savages,  he  Sent  Expresses  to 
the  Sieur  Peau,  the  commandant  at  Detroit,  to  inform  him  of 
what  was  happening  and  to  ask  for  assistance.  On  the  arrival 
of  these  Eixiu'essos,  tlio  Sieur  Pcau  assembled  the  French  of 
detroit,  wlio  all  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  and  obtain  satisfac- 
tion for  this  Insult.  There  were  one  hundred  and  Twenty  of 
them.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  hurons  joined  them  with  a 
large  number  of  outawacs.  The  Sieur  Darnaud  who  was  then 
at  detroit  whither  he  had  come  for  Supplies,  was  given  the 
Command  of  the  party  which  consisted  of  324  men  when  it 
reached  the  Miamis.  But  as  he  was  preparing  to  proceed  to 
the  ouiatanons  with  his  detaeliment  Ho  rocoivod  a  Letter  from 
the  Sieur  de  L'Epernanche  informing  him  that  everything  was 

1  Nicolas-Marie  Ronaud  (d'Arnaiul)  Davenne,  Siour  de  Dcsmoloiscs. 
was  born  in  1696,  the  son  of  a  wealthy  Montreal  merchant,  who  had 
many  dealings  with  the  coureurs  de  hois  at  Mackinac.  In  1722  he 
married  Angcliquo  Chart icr,  daughter  of  Ix)thlnit^re.  In  1742  he  was 
in  command  at  Fort  Frontenac,  and  died  the  following  year— Ed. 

2Frangois  do  I'Espervanche,  Sieur  de  Villemuro,  a  cadet  in  the  troops. 
He  also  served  under  JumonviUe  In  1748.— En. 
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amicably  settled;  That  he  had  smoked  with  tlie  Ouiatanon 
Chiefs  And  tliat  the  yoniig  men  had  given  hack  to  the  French 
the  things  they  had  Pillaged  from  them;  That  these  same  chiefs 
had  assured  him  that  they  bound  themselves  to  restore  to  the 
French  whatever  might  be  wanting  in  what  their  yonng  men 
had  taken ;  That,  at  the  same  time,  he  was'  no  longer  in  need  of 
the  assistance  that  he  had  asked  of  the  Sieur  Peau  And  that 
all  was  Quiet  at  His  post.  On  receiving  this  Letter  the  Sieur 
Darnaud  resolved  to  remain  among  the  ^Fiamis  where  ITe  was 
in  command  and  he  sent  back  the  Sieur  Duburon  with  the 
French  and  Savages  of  detroit. 

This  action  has  had  a  very  good  Effect  upon  the  nations 
which  It  has  ins])ired  with  Dread  and  leads  to  the  belief  that 
they  will  in  future  restrain  thems^elves  much  more  tlian  they 
have  hitherto  done. 

The  Sioux  have  not  yet  come  down  and  it  seems  as  if  they 
will  not  do  so  before  next  year. 

*  -x-  *  ^  ^  ->c  -:f  -x- 

The  Sieur  de  Eeauharnois  was  informed  only  by  Tlis  Maj- 
esty's memorial  of  the  expedition  of  llie  1,000  Chactas  wliom 
Monsieur  de  Bienville  was  to  send  on  The  sixteenth  September 
1733  against  the  Chicachas,  And  that  be  was  to  put  at  their 
head  the  Sieur  Lesiieur,  a  Lieutenant,^  with  two  Ensigns  and  a 
detachment  of  35  soldiers.  Thus  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Sieur  do  Eeauharnois  to  concert  with  the  Sieur  Bienville  to 
set  in  motion  at  the  same  time  some  nations  of  this  colony  to 
harass  the  chicacluis.  Moreover,  The  affair  of  la  P)aye  liaa 
become  the  sole  object  of  all  our  Savages'  attention.  Xever- 
theless,  If  It  should  ho  broiii^lit  l"  a  ccnclusicui  liy  \\\v  c  ncil- 
iatory  means  that  we  have  reported  to  his  majesty,  The  Sieur 
de  Beauharnois  will  Urge  the  Savages  of  detroit  and  tlie  other 
nations  of  tlie  Lakes  to  continue  to  liarass  the  riiicachas.  They 

iTliis  was  probably  a  sou  of  the  cxploror,  Tiorre  Charles  Le  Sueur 
(for  whom  sec  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  i».  17:0.  He  settled  in  Louisiana, 
and  had  several  children.  Le  Sueiu',  the  youni;er,  is  called  "the  Cana- 
dian."   Ho  led  the  Choctaw  aganist  the  Natchez  in  1730  — En. 
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are  all  disposed  to  do  so  and  tliej  would  have  started  to  go 
there  had  it  not  been  for  the  affair  of  tlie  Sakis. 

The  Sieur  Dartagiiet,^  the  commandant  among  the  Illinois, 
informed  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  that  his  savages  have  gi*eatly 
changed  in  their  disposition  since  Monsieur  Bienville  has  sent 
one  himdred  men  to  Garrison  that  post ;  That  those  savages  have 
become  much  more  submissive  and  docile  And  Finall}^  that  a 
party  of  two  hundred  Warriors  of  that  nation  have  gone  down 
to  attack  the  Chicaclias.  lie  adds  that  it  is  a  montli's  journey 
and  we  do  not  yet  know  the  Success  of  that  Expedition. 

■3f  *  ^  ^  -X-  4f  -)f 

We  have  ISfotified  Madame  de  la  Chaesaigiie  and  the  widow 
of  the  Sieur  de  Villiers  of  the  pensions  that  His  ^fajesty  has 
been  pleased  to  grant  them. 

We  Remain  with  very  profound  respect,  IMonseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants, 

Beauiiaknois 
Quebec,  October  7th,  1734.  TTnroTT.vi?T 


1734:    MIAMI  IN  THE  FRENCH  INTEREST 

[IjJxtract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct.  7,  1734.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  Gl, 
c.  11,  fol.  299. J 

M(JiNSFJGN]ClJR  

*****  -X-  -K-  * 

The  Sieur  Darnaud,  Conunandant  in  the  l\riamis  coimtry, 
wrote  me  in  the  month  of  June  last  that  the  savniix^s  had  given 
him  their  word  to  attack  (he  Sakis  aud  Keiiards  on  the  first 
order  they  should  receive  from  their  Fatlier,  bul,  as  they 
tliought  such  order  would  come  only  veiy  late,  All  the  ^liauiis, 

1  Pierre  d'Artaguctte,  son  or  younger  brother  of  Diron  d'ArtagueUe, 
was  appointed  commissary  of  Louisiana  In  1708.  Pierre  being  sent  to 
comnuvnd  at  Fort  Chartres  in  1733.  perished  a(  \ho  liands  of  tlio 
Indians  in  173G  while  leading  (ho  111  fated  expedition  iij;:\inst  tho 
Chickasaw. — Ed. 
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with  the  exception  of  six  old  men,  had  gone  on  the  war-path 
against  the  Chicachas,  and  that  they  hoped  to  return  soon 
enough  to  carry  out  their  Father's  Intentions.  The  Ouyatanons 
and  other  Nations  of  this  continent  are  all  disposed  to  mar-ch 
against  the  Chicachas,  and  a  number  of  hands  would  have  set 
out  had  not  the  affair  that  happened  at  la  Baye  kept  them  all 
in  suspense  owing  to  their  uncertainty  regarding  the  orders  I 
shall  have  to  give  to  avenge  the  treachery  of  the  Sakis,  whereon 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  in  the  reply  to  the  King's 
memorandum. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
yeiy  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  10th,  1734. 


1735:    ORDINANCE  ON  FUR-TRADE 

[M.S.  in  archives  of  Minist6re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  "Collection 
Moreau-St.  Mery,  vol.  10,  f.  12,  219."] 

Charles,  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Commander  of  the  mili- 
tary order  of  St.  Louis,  Governor  and  lieutenant-general  for  the 
King  In  new  France  and  in  the  Province  of  Louisiana. 

Gilles  Llocquart,  Chevalier,  Councillor  of  the  King  in  his 
councils,  Intendant  of  justice,  police  and  finance  in  the  said 
countries. 

Witli  regard  to  the  information  given  us  that  the  rra(kM*s 
of  fort  Fonchartrain,  of  detroit  and  of  Missilininkina^  Under 
pretext  of  seairing  their  Credits  for  the  loans  thoy  ninke  to 
the  Savages,  take  from  the  said  Savages  as  security  English 
Brandy  and  goods,  which  tends  directly  to  favor  foreign  Trade, 
and  to  ruin  that  of  the  Colony  And,  in  particular,  the  trade  of 
those  two  posts,  contrary  to  the  }>rovisions  contained  in  the 
declarations  and  ordinances  of  llie  King  rendered  on  the  Snl>- 
ject  of  foreign  Trade:  It  Being  Necessary  to  remedy  tlio 
same.    We  forbid  all  private  tradci's  at  detroit  aiul  at  "Mis- 
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silimakinac  to  receive  from  the  Savages  Any  Eliglish  Brandy 
or  Goods  as  security  for  any  loans  they  may  make  to  them,  on 
penalty  of  heing  deemed  to  have  carried  on  foreign  trade,  and 
as  such,  punished  by  the  confiscation  of  the  said  Brandy  and 
goods  in  favor  of  the  informers  and  of  the  persons  Seizing  the 
same,  and  of  being  further  condemned  to  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
livrcs.  We  okdek  tlie  Officers  commanding  the  said  posts 
to  have  searches,  perquisitions,  and  Seizures  effected  by  such 
persons  as  they  may  select,  of  such  foreign  Brandy  and  goods, 
and  to  have  minutes  thereof  drawn  up  and  Sent  to  us,  that 
Monsieur  The  Intendant  may  order  the  confiscation  of  the  said 
Brandy  and  goods.  And  the  fine  If  there  be  occasion  therefor. 

Done  at  Quebec  the  Twenty  third  of  August,  one  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  thirty  five. 

Beauiiaknois 
IIocQUAirr 


1735:    DE  NOYELLE'S  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE  SAUK  AND 

FOXES 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Father  Luc  Frangois  Nau,  Jesuit  mission- 
ary at  the  Iroquois  mission  of  Sault  St.  Louis,  dated  at  that  place 
Oct.  2,  1735.    In  Jes.  Rel,  Ixviii,  pp.  275-277.] 

The  Iroquois  of  Sault  St.  Louis  are  looked  upon  as  the  most 
Warlike  of  all  the  american  tribes;  but  this  is  no  proof  of  their 
Valor.  Their  mode  of  warfare  is  but  stratagem  and  surprise. 
Their  encounters  are  mere  attempts  at  assassination.  They 
fight  bravely  then  only  when  tliey  know  that  tlie  sole  altcmativo 
lies  between  victory  or  deatli.  Our  jieoplo  liavc  a  wnr  on  their 
bands  this  long  time  with  A  Savage  tribe  called  iho  rcMiards. 
It  has  been  in  a  veiy  slight  degree  successful  through  the  im- 
possibility in  which  our  troops  are  of  ever  overtaking  Thoni  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  destroy  Them.  Last  year  ninety  of  o\ir 
young  men  joined  the  french  expedition  against  the  ronards; 
but  after  inconceivable  hardships  and  a  jonvney  of  more  than 
seven  hundred  leagues,  Their  guides  led  them  astray,  and  they 

[215] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collectio  nS  [vol.  xvii 


were  obliged  to  make  their  way  back  Avitboiit  having  caught 
Bight  of  The  enemy  save  in  one  instance.  A  party  of  twenty- 
three  savages,  nearly  all  of  our  mission,  and  seven  frenchmen 
had  somehow  become  separated  from  The  main  body  when  they 
found  themselves  suddenly  surrounded  by  a  war  party  of  two 
hundred  renards.  Our  men  would  have  been  destroyed,  had  it 
not  been  for  The  resolution  of  the  Iroquois  Captain.  ''We  are 
all  dead  men,^'  he  said,  ''if  we  surrender.  There  is  no  help 
for  it;  we  have  to  sell  our  lives  as  dearly  as  we  can.  Let  us 
show  these  renards  that  we  are  Irocjuuis  and  f rciiclmion." 
Whereupon  he  led  his  Warriors  to  the  attack.  The  enemy 
oould  not  withstand  the  first  onslaught,  but  retreated  precipi- 
tately to  their  fort.  Thirty  renards  were  laid  low  and  ton 
taken  prisoners;  our  party  lost  but  two  frenchmen  and  one 
Bavage. 


[Letter  of  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  0,  1735. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonics,  Paris;  pre.ss-mai-k,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  G3,  c.  11,  fol.  22G."J 

MoNSEiGNEUii — I  have  received  the  letter  lhat  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  lOth  of  April  last.  I  had 
the  honor  (jf  informing  yoii  by  mv  (l('^})atc-h  of  tlu>  ITlli  of  Juno 
last  (which  I  sent  via  ITsle  Ivoyalle),  of  what  had  hap|>ened 
during  the  Sieur  de  A'oyelle's  Campaign,  aud  of  the  conduct 
of  the  hurons  and  Poutouatamis  of  Detroit.  I  Append  hereto 
a  detailed  joninal  sent  uk;  l»y  lliat  t^llicor  in  wliicli  Viui  will 
Bee,  Monseigneur,  that  the  slight  success  obtained  by  ihis  expe- 
dition (which  was  entirely  duo  to  the  nninu'uvi-cs  of  the 
Savages)  is  confined  t(.>  the  promise  gi\en  by  ili«>  Sakis  lo  tho 
Sieur  do  Noyelle  to  separate  from  the  Renards  and  to  return  to 
la  Baye,  in  accordance  with  tho  word  lhal  I  sent  \\\cu\  to  forgot 
the  unfortunate  alYair  that  had  o<,'Curr(Hl  ther(\  This,  Mon- 
seigneur, was  tiio  most  suitahK'  step  (hat  the  Sic>nr  ^\c  NovelK* 
could  take  in  tho  situation  in  whieh  his  juirty  found  itself  whon 
it  reached  tho  Kenards.  Had  this  alTair  been  earriinl  out  as  it 
had  been  planned,  there  is  no  doubt  lhat  thoy  would  have  Buc- 
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ceeded  in  totally  destroying  them.  The  success  of  the  meas- 
ures I  had  taken  for  inflicting  the  punishment  they  deserve 
seemed  certain  but,  in  addition  to  the  fact  that  the  Savages  of 
the  party  completely  refused  to  obey,  the  Outawacs  of  Missili; 
makinac — who  were  to  Join  the  Si  our  de  Noyelle  under  the 
Command  of  the  Sieur  de  Colorou  to  whom  I  had  sent  orders 
accordingly  with  a  convoy  of  Thirty  JSTipissingues  and  Algon- 
kins  tO'  Join  the  French  and  Outawacs,  and  who  had,  more- 
over, come  expressly  to  ask  me  to  avenge  the  blow  struck  by  the 
Sakis  and  Eenards  at  la  Baye — completely  changed  their  minds 
when  they  returned  home,  and  told  the  Sieur  de  Celeron  that 
they  did  not  wish  to  war  against  the  Sakis,  whom  they  looked 
upon  as  their  brothers;  that  their  thoughts  were  not  as  They 
had  told  me ;  and  finally  that  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  Sakis 
should  be  granted  their  lives  on  condition  that  they  would  in- 
duce tlio  Koiiards  to  come  and  [)hi(,'e  l]i(Mns(^lv('S  at  the  uu^vcy  of 
their  Father  as  They  had  promised  Ilim ;  that  they  begged 
him  to  forgive  the  Sakis ;  that  for  Their  part  they  wished  to 
Live  in  peace  and  to  hunt  for  the  subsistence  of  their  Avives  and 
Children,  This  Unexpected  cliange  in  tlie  Savages,  and  the 
conduct  of  Those  who  went  with  the  Sieur  do  ISToyolle  proves 
how  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  minds  so  variable  and  so 
wanting  in  docility. 

The  ardor  they  displayed  at  first  and  the  particular  interest 
that  the  Outawacs  took  in  the  affair  of  la  Baye,  were  motivea 
that  seemed  powerful  enough  to  prevent  any  cliauge  taking  place 
in  these  savages;  but  I  have  found  by  exjierienoe  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  bring  any  matter  to  a  conclusion  wlion  the  bands  of  Sav- 
ages are  superior  in  number  to  tlie  French.  'J'his  Drawback, 
Monseigneur,  and  tlie  Insubordination  of  (ho  8avag(>^  of  the 
party  that  followed  the  Sieur  de  Noyello  against  the  llonards, 
compelled  that  officer  to  have  recourse  to  c(»nciliatory  means 
with  the  Sakis,  as  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  subdue  them, 
and  h(?  had  no  Provisions.  Ne\"ertlH^le?<s  his  attihuK^  ai'tiM'  coni- 
pelling  the  Sakis  and  Renards  to  retire  into  thiMr  i'ort.,  and  the 
words  that  he  said  to  the  former  on  my  Ix^half  ros[XH'ting  tho 
pardon  that  I  granted  them  on  condition  that  they  separatt^i 
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from  the  Eenards,  did  not  betray  tlie  evil  plight  in  which  He 
was,  nor  that  his  forces  were  Inferior  to  Theirs.  The  Sakis, 
after  firing  some  shots  asked  for  a  susjjcnsion  of  hostilities,  and 
received  with  much  satisfaction  the  word  that  I  sent  them  that  I 
was  willing  to  forgive  them  provided  they  separated  from  the 
Kenards  and  returned  to  la  Baye.  Tliey  re}>lied  iLat  \h^y  couhl 
not  start  at  once  owing  to  their  wounded,  hut  they  promised  to 
proceed  to  the  Place  indicated  to  them  by  their  Father  as  soon 
as  they  could  separate  from  the  Renards,  who,  on  the  other 
hand,  threatened  to  eat  up  their  women  and  Children  if  they 
left  the  fort.  The  last  news  is  to  the  effect  that  a  party  of  400 
Missouris  and  Kanses^  had  attacked  the  Sakis  and  Renards, 
after  the  Sieur  de  ISToyelle's  withdrawal,  but  that  ^^•hen  the  lat- 
ter left  the  fort  in  which  They  were,  the  fonner  pursued  Them 
into  The  prairies  where  They  did  not  venture  to  attack  them, 
and  they  returned  without  doing  anything.  It  is  also  stated 
that  the  Sakis  had  taken  advantage  of  their  defeat  by  the  Mis- 
souris to  separate  from  the  Renards ;  that  Thirty  had  with- 
drawn to  the  River  St  Joseph,  and  the  remainder  to  their  former 
yillage  at  la  Baye.  This  news  was  brought  me  by  five  of  our 
settled  hurons  who,  after  the  Sieur  de  Noyellc's  retreat,  went 
among  the  Chicachas  from  whom  They  took  two  Scalps  as  well 
as  one  from  a  Renard.  It  is  true  that  this  news  may  require 
confirmation  as  it  comes  from  Savages  who  often  disseminate 
false  reports,  but  the  Interest  that  the  Sakis  have  in  separating 
from  a  nation  harassed  by  all  the  others  in  general,  and  Against 
whom  the  hatchet  of  all  the  Savages  is  lifted,  will  not  make  tliem 
hesitate,  I  think,  to  accept  the  proposal  made  to  them  on  my  be- 
half by  the  Sieur  de  ISToyelle,  which  they  appeared  to  receive 
with  much  satisfaction.    As  to  tlie  Renards  it  is  n(^t  known 

i  The  Missouri  and  Kansas  Indians  wc  i\'  (ril)i\s  uf  (lie  :;ri>at  Simian 
stock,  living  and  Ininting  upon  llio  rivors  lo  wliirh  tlioir  nanu\s  liave 
been  t;iven.  Tim  I'ornuT  wore  noworfiil  and  nunuMons,  when  the 
French  lirst  emounleicd  llieni;  bul  by  the  bof^inninj;  of  Iho  llMh  cen- 
tury were  so  roducod  by  smallpox  and  tlie  Sauk  and  Fox  wars  tliat  (bey 
had  been  obliged  (o  unite  wilb  lb(^  Oto.  by  wboni  (bey  were  treated 
as  inferiors. —  En. 
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what  decision  They  have  taken  nor  the  place  they  have  selected 
for  their  retreat.  It  is  certain  that  they  can  find  no  asylum 
anions:  any  nation  either  in  tho  llississipi  country  or  in  this. 
The  Ayowais  to  whom  They  looked  for  help  have  taken  a  scalp 
from  them.  Thus  There  is  reason  to  presume  that  when  ]eft 
to  the  mercy  of  all  the  Savages,  this  nation  will  be  completely 
exterminated  without  its  being  necessary  to  incur  any  other 
expense  than  that  occasioned  by  the  Parties  sent  against  those 
Savages,  wliich  were  absolutely  needed  to  make  the  French  name 
respoctod  among  the  savages.  Though  the  cx])edition  of  tho 
Sieur  de  ISToyelle  has  not  succeeded  for  the  reasons  that  I  have 
had  the  lionor  of  explaining  to  3'ou,  liis  brillijuit  action  lias  pro- 
duced a  very  good  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  savages  who  admit 
that  the  courage  of  the  French  is  able  to  overcome  every  obstacle, 
and  that  they  would  seek  the  enemy  at  the  extremity  of  the 
world.  Moreover  if  the  Sakis  have  separate<:l  from  the  Renards 
and  are  at  la  Baye  and  the  River  St  Joseph,  as  we  have  Reason 
to  believe,  this  is  what  the  Sieur  de  ISToyelle  had  orders  to  carry 
out,  and  it  is  in  accordance  with  what  you  did  me  the  honor  of 
wi'iting  to  me  to  employ  conciliatory  means  if  possible  to  induce 
them  to  leave  the  Eenards.  Had  lie  been  compelled  to  use  force, 
it  would  have  been  all  the  more  dangerous  that  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  alliance  of  the  Sakis  with  the 
majority  of  the  savages  of  the  TTpjier  (^onntry  would  have 
kindled  a  war  that  would  liave  been  difficult  to  stop,  and  that 
would  have  greatly  disturbed  trade  at  the  ]X)sts,  and  have  caused 
great  injury  to  the  Colony. 

Such,  Monseigneur,  is  all  the  information  that  T  can  give 
you  respecting  tho  Sieur  de  Noyelle's  expedition.  I  ho\>e  next 
year  to  be  in  a  position  to  tell  you  of  the  various  attacks  that 
will  be  made  against  the  remnant  of  the  "Rcnards  both  by  the 
nations  of  the  IMississipi  and  by  the  Savages  of  this  Country.  I 
have  urged  them  all  to  do  so  and  They  seem  disposed  to  oxlenui- 
nate  tho  race.  I  shall  take  care  to  reward  the  (^hiofs  of  tho 
bands  that  may  go  there  by  honorable  presents  wliicli,  neverthe- 
less, will  not  be  costly,  But  whoso  value  I  shall  cause  to  be 
appreciated,  and  which  will  stimulate  the  ardor  and  eunilation 
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of  all.  This,  Monseigneur,  is  at  present  the  only  means  to  l^e 
adopted  to  utterly  destroy  this  nation  which,  from  all  appear- 
ances, is  now  wandering  alx)ut  and  cannot  cause  mucli  trouble 
to  the  posts  of  the  upper  Country  owing  to  its  dread  of  all  the 
other  nations. 

I  have  observed,  Monseigneur,  what  His  ]\rajesty  is  pleased 
to  write  me  in  the  King's  memorial  with  regard  to  the  Chicachas. 
I  have  receivx^d  no  letter  this  year  from  jMonsienr  de  IJlenville, 
but  Monsieur  Dartaguictte  has  wi-itten  me  that  the  Piangiiichias 
have  brought  in  ten  slaves  of  that  nation,  two  men's  Scalps  and 
one  of  a  woman;  that  the  ('liactas  luid  taken  21)5  men's  scalps 
without  counting  the  Slaves;  and  that  several  nations  had  gone 
to  attack  Them.  lie  adds  that  the  Natchez  have  separated  from 
Them,  for  Fear  that  they  might  surrender  tliem  to  the  French 
to  secure  ];eiU'e;  that  one  liaM"  liad  gone  t<i  ('ardlina  and  Tlie 
other  to  Louischitas.^  His  Majesty  may  rest  assured  that  I 
shall,  as  far  as  may  be  in  My  power,  urge  the  nations  of  tlii3 
country  to  harass  tlie  Chicachas,  and  to  unite  with  those  of  the 
Mississipi.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  you,  ]\[on- 
seigneur,  in  one  of  my  despatches  that  forty  or  Fifty  of  our 
Settled  Iroquois  had  gone  thither.  The  ITurons  who  abandoned 
the  Sieur  De  Noyelles  and  Avho  set  out  to  Join  him  when  they 
recognized  their  error,  were  also  to  go  and  attack  that  nation. 
The  Miamis  and  the  Ouyatanons  have  also  raised  some  bauds, 
And  as  the  destruction  of  the  remnant  of  the  Ilenards  will  not 
bo  the  sole  ohject  of  the  savages,  es])C(^ially  if  the  ni'ws  of  the 
Sakis'  iietiirn  be  true,  1  shall  coiitiunc  to  iiiciu^  tlu^  Savages  \o 
create  a  diversion  and  to  attack  both  the  (^hicachas  and  tJio 

1  After  the  iinforliinalo  affair  wiC.i  tlip  Natolioz  nt  Fort  Ttosiilio  in 
1729,  and  the  punishment  inflicted  on  that  nation  hy  W^vU  v  In  17;U, 
the  remainder  of  tlie  Natchez  took  refuge  with  tlu^  CMiicKasaw.  upon 
whom  the  Front  h  began  a  war  lasting  scvtMiil  years,  as  disastrous 
for  Louisiana  as  the  Vox  wars  \Ven>  for  llpp<'r  Canada.  The  Chortaw 
acted  us  French  allies,  hut  in  a  half  hearted  fashion,  little  to  W  de- 
pended upon.  LouischUa  or  Ouist'hitas  was  the  Washita  or  HIaek 
River  of  Louisiana,  where  (he  Natchez,  fortilied  themselves  near  the 
present  Trinity,  Catahoula  Parish,  La. — lOu. 
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Kenards.  Moreover  the  small  number  that  remains  of  tlie  lat- 
ter cannot  occupy  tlie  attention  of  all  of  them  for  very  long. 

The  Poutewatamis  have  avenged  tlie  blow  struck  at  Them  by 
the  Ontawacs  of  Saginau.^  They  had  met  five  of  Them,  but 
They  sent  back  the  two  others  whoiuTlicy  told  to  say  to  tlieir^Xa- 
tion  that  they  were  avenged  as  they  had  returned  blow  for  blow. 
The  Outawacs  sent  me  a  word  to  beg  mo  to  restore  peace  between 
them  and  to  say  that  they  would  abide  by  what  I  told  them. 
I  therefore  gave  orders  to  the  Commandants  of  tliose  places  to 
completely  quiet  the  matter.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  have 
any  other  Consequences,  for  these  two  ISTations  seem  to  be  mu- 
tually satisfied,  and  moreover  that  is  the  way  in  which  the 
Savages  i)ut  an  end  to  their  disputes. 

I  have  received^  Monseigneur,  the  Twenty  four  Medals  that 
His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  orders  to  send  me.  I 
yenture  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  comply  with  what  he  pre- 
scribes in  connection  with  the  manner  in  which  I  am  to  dis- 
tribute them  and  that  1  shall  give  them  only  to  the  Chiefs  of 
bands  who  will  have  deserved  them  by  important  sei-vices. 

I  Kemain  Avith  very  profound  re8})ect,  iMonseigneur,  Vour 
very  humble  and  very  ob(5dient  Servant, 

Beauhaenois 

QuioBKc,  October  9th,  1735. 


tEnclosure  in  the  above.  Souree,  same  as  preceding  document,  but 
fol.  23G.] 

Copy  of  the  Jichiiion  of  ihc  rioin-nri/  of  {he  Sicur  (h^  NoycUe 
Co)n)n(Uidin(/  tlie  ]]*(ir-I\ni y  aydin.sl  Ihc  Hoi/inJs  (Uhl  Sdhis, 
sent  to  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Bcauharnois. 

Monsieur — As  I  have  already  reported  my  march  to  you 
from  lli(^  lime  of  my  dopnrluio  I'lilil  my  arri\;d  amon^'  liie 
()ii)'alanons,'-  1  (lu^  honor  lo  scmkI  ^'ou  llu>  account  of  wiiat 

'  Sa{i;inaw  l?ay.  Mich.-  ICn. 

-For  (he  French  post  anu)nj;  (h(^  Oiiinlanon  see  uutv.  p.  i:U. — Ki». 
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occurred  after  the  Snd  of  January,  when  I  left  that  place,  Down 
to  the  present  date,  the  23rd  of  April. 

When  I  arrived  among  the  Ouyatanons,  I  went  to  see  several 
Kikapous  who  were  Six  Leagues  from  there,  and  asked  them 
where  the  Kenards  might  he  found.  They  replied,  laying  a  red 
calumet  at  my  feet:  ''Tliey  are  in  that  direction"  (turniiig 
round)  ;  That  if  I  wished  to  ohtain  more  positive  Information 
about  them  I  had  only  to  go  to  M asanne ;  that  I  would  find  their 
principal  village  there  and  their  People  knew  where  the 
Renards  dwelt.  When  I  went  to  Them  they  told  me  that  the 
Kenards  were  not  far  away  and  that  they  would  take  me  to  them. 
This,  Monsieur,  was  at  the  time  when  the  ITurons  and  Iroquois 
began  to  give  me  Trouble  notwithstanding  all  my  complaisance 
toward  Them,  and  all  the  promises  they  had  made  me  to  listen 
to  your  word  of  which  I  was  tlie  bearer,  i'hcy  fold  me  tliat  they 
wanted  to  go  and  eat  up  six  cabins  of  Sakis  who  had  taken 
refuge  at  the  River  St  Joseph.  I  gave  them  to  understand  that 
your  intention.  Monsieur,  was  not  to  strike  the  Sakis  if  they 
asked  for  their  lives,  and  if  they  wished  to  unite  with  Us  by 
delivering  up  the  Renards;  that  most  of  the  orations  who  are 
allied  with  them  had  asked  us  for  their  pardon  on  th?>t  condi- 
tion;  That  if  they  went  to  Kill  reo])lo  who  had  lakeii  refugo 
among  the  French  in  order  not  to  be  included  in  the  number 
of  the  Rebels,  it  would  have  a  very  bad  effect  in  the  upper  Coun- 
tries, and  would  deprive  all  the  Nations  of  the  confidence  that 
they  have  in  Us.  All  these  discourses,  ]\Ionsieur,  were  of  no 
avail.  S(>veiily  llurons  started  with  ten  routeoiiataiuis  of  De- 
troit, saying  to  me  that  they  wished  to  cat  up  those  six  cabins. 
I  know  not  what  they  have  done  in  connection  witli  this.  You 
Perceive,  Monsieur,  how  this  Action  weakened  our  i'orco'?. 

I  found  among  the  Kikapous  a  IMissoury  chief  who  was  about 
to  return.  I  presented  him  with  gifts  and  rccoumiondod  lliiu 
to  inform  his  "Nation  of  our  march.  1  gave  Ilim  a  letter  for 
the  Commandant  of  the  post,  in  which  1  bogged  him  to  urge  the 
Savages  of  his  ])ost  to  march  and  join  me,  and  to  fiu'ward 
another  letter  that  I  wrote  to  Monsieur  Oartaguielte  wlunn  I 
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had  already  informed  of  my  march  When  I  left  the  Ouyatanons. 

1  had  resolved,  Monsieur,  after  holding  a  Council  with  the 
French  and  the  savages,  to  pass  by  the  Ilinois  as  I  had  received 
no  news  from  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  although  this  took  me  a 
good  deal  out  of  my  way.  But  having  been  detained  by  the 
ice  for  22  Days;  being  moreover  without  Provisions  And  unable 
to  obtain  any  from  anywhere,  I  was  compelled  to  take  the  route 
that  I  followed.  When  I  left  the  ]vika{\uis,  I  cli'(ac'lk\l  ilio 
Sieu:n3  de  la  Perado  and  St  Ours^  with  several  Iroquois  luid 
Kikapous  to  reconnoitre.  They  caputrcd  tive  Sakis  (one  of 
whom  was  a  chief).  There  was  a  Penard  with  Them  who 
escaped.  They  ran  after  Him,  calling  out  in  the  Ilinois  tongue 
60  that  he  might  say  in  his  village  that  he  had  been  pursued  by 
Ilinois.  The  Prisoners  told  me  that  they  were  proceeding  to 
the  River  St  Joseph  to  speak  to  their  People  and  ascertain 
whether  it  was  true  that  their  Father  Onontio  intended  to  gi'ant 
them  their  lives ;  that  they  had  been  assured  of  this  by  a  Nepis- 
sing  with  the  Chat  blanc,'  their  chief,  who  had  come  to  Them 
and  had  gone  to  the  Scioux  to  ask  Monsieur  de  St  Pierre* 
whether  They  could  trust  that  news.  They  told  me  that  the 
Renards  were  no  longer  at  la  Pomme  de  Cigne  and  that  they 
had  withdrawn  to  the  Riviere  sans  fourclie.*    I  have  the  honor 

1  Charles  Frangois  Xavier  Tarieu,  Sieur  de  la  Parade,  de  la  Nau- 
didre,  was  born  in  1710.  In  1743  he  married  Genevieve  Deschamps, 
daughter  of  BoishShert.  He  was  ensign,  1724-41;  lieutenant,  1742; 
captain,  1750,  In  1747  he  commanded  at  the  Ouiatanon  post,  and  served 
at  the  siege  of  Quebec  in  1759.  He  went  to  France  after  the  capitu- 
lation of  Quebec;  but  returned  in  17Gu,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
first  legislative  council  under  English  domination  in  1775,  dying  the 
same  year.  One  of  his  sons  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Monongahcla, 
1755.  St.  Ours  was  either  a  son  or  nei)hew  of  IVsohalHons,  ensign 
In  1733,  lieutenant  in  1744,  and  captain  in  1748.  If  tbo  son  of  Hcs- 
chaillons,  he  was  later  the  brolher-in-law  of  Porado,  marrying  Char- 
lotte Deschamps  in  1745. —  Ed. 

i2  For  account  of  tliis  noted  chief  wlu)  lived  at  St.  .losopli.  and  his 
embassy  to  the  Illinois,  see  iris.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  448,  453-463.— Ed. 

a  St.  Pierre  was  commandant  of  Fort  Beauharnoia,  1734-37.— Ro. 

4lia  Pomme  de  Cigne,  or  "swan  apple."  is  the  Fronoh  form  of  the 
Indian  name  for  the  Wapsipinicon  Klver,  so  called  from  a  sporlos  of 

r  2in  I 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collectio  n  S  f  vol.  xvii 


to  assure  you,  Monsieur,  that  Avithout  tlie  Prisoners,  Ave  should 
never  ha^•(;  seen  tlio  Tionards^  hceanse  ncno  of  our  <ava!j,(*s  knew 
what  part  of  tlie  Country  Tliey  Avere  in.  And  Leeauso  the  Kicka- 
pous  their  allies  Avho  had  FolloAved  me  to  the  numher  of  40 -had 
caused  Us  to  lengthen  our  journey  so  that  Ave  had  our  hacks 
turned  to  them.  Our  Savages  perceiA^d  this  and  Avarned  me. 
I  caused  the  Prisoners  1o  he  told  that  if  they  did  n()t  load  me 
straight  to  the  Penards,  I  Avould  have  them  tied  to  the  Stake  to 
be  burned. 

We  crossed  the  !Mississipy.  I  told  the  Iroquois  that  avo  must 
procure  provisions.  The  Prisoners  thought  the  same  because 
tlie  Buffalo  Avere  moving  away  and  we  ran  tlie  risk  of  under- 
going a  long  fast.  Our  savages  Avould  not  load  themselves  Avitli 
dried  meat  so  that  they  might  advance  better,  for  they  thought 
that  they  Avere  close  to  the  Enemy.  On  tlie  following  day,  Ave 
began  to  take  only  one  meal  per  Day — and  a  very  inferior  one  at 
that.  On  the  12th  of  March,  Ave  reached  tlie  Pcnards'  fort 
where  Ave  found  Nobody,  and  Ave  Avere  kept  there  by  the  intense 
cold  Avithout  any  food  for  tAVO  Da^^s.  I  sent  out.  a  reconnoiter- 
ing  party  Avho  reported  that  they  had  seen  four  recent  Camping- 
grounds  and  had  followed  the  tracks.  Two  Days  afterward 
They  came  to  tell  me  that  they  had  seen  smoke.  T  sent  them 
back  to  make  sure  that  they  had  not  been  deceived.  They 
assured  me  that  the  Peport  Avas  tnie.  We  marched  during  a 
portion  of  the  night  and  crossed  several  Pivers  Avith  the  Water 
Up  to  our  Waists.  We  stationed  ourselves  behind  a  hill  Avliilo 
waiting  for  Daylight,  Avrap])ed  up  in  our  rol>es,  greatly  fatigued, 
wet  through,  and  very  hungry.  At  Daybreak  avo  n^udiod  a 
AVood  h()rd(M"ing  on  a  River.  Tlii^  Savage's  who  \\i>lu'd  to  have 
the  glory  of  arriving  lirst  and  of  attacking  these  four  (^abins 

roots  that  grow  plentifully  on  its  banks.  The  "river  \vi(lio»it  a  fork" 
(UiviCfro  sans  fourcho)  is  tlio  Dos  Moines,  as  is  evident  from  the  sue- 
ceeding  docunient.  This  river  called  the  MoiinKma,  from  an  Indian 
tribo  of  that  name  fo\ind  near  it  by  the  explorers  of  tho  17th  century, 
is  prominent  on  early  mnps.  where  it  is  laid  down  with  a  straiirht 
course,  without  aniuents.  and  frcMjuently  idtMitilied  with  l.ahonlan'a 
"  UiviOro  Longue."  —  Ed. 
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made  Us  run  four  or  five  Leagues  as  fast  as  we  could.  Tliey 
were  greatly  surprised  on  seeing  55  cabins  on  the  other  side  of 
a  very  wide  and  rapid  River  full  of  floating  ice.  The  son  of 
^Tontagarouche,  the  war-Chief  of  the  Lake  of  two  A[ountains 
told  me  that  we  must  All  swim  across.  I  replied  that  this  was 
imprudent  And  that  it  w^as  Impossible  to  cross  such  a  E-iver 
while  the  cold  was  so  great ;  That  Many  of  the  French  and  even 
of  their  own  People  might  be  unable  to  swim  and  moreover  that 
they  would  wet  their  arms  and  ammunition;  That  as  only  60 
men  of  ours,  both  French  and  Savages,  had  arrived,  for  All 
Their  people  were  scattered  on  all  sides  thinking  they  would 
find  only  these  four  cabins  whose  tracks  we  had  followed,  it 
would  be  more  advisable  (as  we  had  not  yet  been  discovered)  to 
reassemble  and  go  higher  up  where  we  would  constnict  Rafts 
at  the  most  suitable  point  for  crossing,  And  then  we  should  be  in 
a  position  to  attack  the  Enemy  with  our  arius  in  our  hands; 
While,  by  following  his  Advice,  the  Enemies  would  l>e  able  to 
kill  us  as  fast  as  we  Landed,  even  supposing  that  we  should  be 
able  to  cross.  He  replied  that  I  was  not  a  man.  I  could  not, 
Monsieur,  restrain  my  anger  nor  help  saying  to  Llim  :  Bog  If 
thou  art  so  brave,  swim  over  and  lot  us  See  what  Thou  wilt  do.'* 
He  did  not  answer  me.  I  requested  him  to  send  some  of  his 
People  to  meet  Those  who  were  left  behind.  All  was  in  vain. 
He  left  me  with  several  French  who  were  with  Me  and  he  toi^k 
away  his  band  consisting  of  about  40  men.  When  we  had 
marched  nearly  a  l(iague  we  hoard  Death-cries  and  we  saw  one 
of  our  Savages  who  made  signs  to  us  that  our  People  were 
fighting.  We  ran  toward  this  man  as  fast  as  we  could  and  ho 
told  us  that  one  of  our  French  was  wounded.  I  followed  the 
tracks  of  my  people  to  gather  them  together.  T  found  severnl 
who  were  crossing  the  River  at  its  greatest  width  by  moans  of 
a  jam  of  drift-wood  and  of  two  large  logs  lliat  tlu^  lu-nards  had 
arranged  to  enable  tliem  to  cross  and  re-cross  the  River  when 
they  went  to  hunt.  We  passed  over  the  River  like  the  otliors 
and  went  to  the  Cabins  where  we  found  Nobody  ns  The  Enemy 
had  withdrawn  to  ])lace  their  womhmi  and  (^liildriMi  in  safety. 
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Seven  French  and  23  Savages  who  were  the  first  to  arrive  found 
thcinsclves  f;ice  to  face  with  the  Eiioniy.  A  Savage  chief  from 
Sanlt  St  Louis,  named  Onorakinguiak,  called  out:  "]\fy  French 
and  Indian  brothers,  we  are  dead  men,  hut  we  must  sel-1  our 
lives  very  dearly  and  not  let  ourselves  he  captured.''  They 
fought  so  fiercely  that  they  pushed  the  Enemy  hack  into  the 
Wood  where  They  had  taken  refuge.  When  the  latter  saw  only 
30  men.  They  retraced  their  steps  and  tried  to  surround  them 
BO  as  to  take  them  prisoners.  Our  people  perceived  this  and 
fell  hack,  fighting  all  the  time.  On  this  occasion  the  Sicur  de 
Croisille^  received  the  wound  from  Avhich  He  died.  When  I 
arrived  with  the  Sieurs  de  Lignery,  Chevalier  de  Chaillon  and 
Chabert,^  a  chief  from  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains,  several  of  us 
French  and  Savages,  marched  npon  the  Enemy  to  surround 
them.  One  of  the  30  men  came  to  report  their  situation  to  us. 
I  at  once  sent  All  Who  were  with  Me  to  their  assistance,  and 
told  them  that  I  would  join  them  as  soon  as  the  main  body  of 
the  party  which  I  expected  should  arrive.  I  started  about  half 
an  hour  afterward  Avith  the  Sieurs  de  hi  Pcrade  and  St  Ours, 
several  French  and  savages.  I  dispersed  Those  who  were  with 
Me,  some  to  the  right  and  some  to  the  left,  to  attack  the  Enemy. 
On  my  side  I  surrounded  seven  against  whom  two  shots  were 
fired.  I  learned  at  that  time  that  the  Sieur  Chabert  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  About  two  hours  afterward  they  called  out  to 
mo  that'  the  Enemy  Averc  going  toward  the  Wo\iuded  to  scalp 
them  and  this  was  where  the  Ecserv^e  body  was  posted.  This 
compelled  me  to  decide  to  tell  our  People,  as  night  was  approach- 
ing, to  fall  back  and  seek  a  place  where  we  could  fortify  our- 
selves, secure  i)rotection  for  the  wounded,  and  defend  our.-'olvea 
against  the  Enemy  who  were  Superior  in  nuTubev?  and  quite 
fresli.  I  feared  with  reason,  that  tlie  Kikapous  might  side 
with  the  stronger,  for  I  saw  them  On  an  Mniincnco  and  they 

1  Sieur  de  Croisscle  was  a  noplunv  of   Tic  n  o  lo  Clarilour  do 
pentigny,  the  cldcM",  and  cousin  of  tlu>  ono  who  was  Uillod  at  La  Bayo 
In  1733.— El). 

2A  relative  of  Do  Joncairo,  for  wlioni  sco  anlr.  \).  118— Ed. 
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looked  upon  us  as  beaten.  It  was  very  difficult  for  ns  to  fortify 
ourselves  on  a  prairie,  as  the  Enemy  had  seized  the  Only  Island 
at  that  place  on  which  their  women  and  Children  had  made  a 
fort  while  they  were  fif>:hting.  Through  lack  of  wood,  I  was 
obliged  to  divide  my  ]x?ople  into  two  bands,  and  while  I  was 
endeavoring  to  fortify  myself  I  detached  50  men  \yoth  French 
and  savages  to  fire  on  the  Enemies'  fort  and  keep  them  from 
attacking  us,  while  we  worked. 

On  the  Following  moniing  the  Iroquois  asked  me  to  go  to 
Them  to  hold  a  Council  respecting  what  Avas  to  be  done.  I  went 
without  any  hesitation  to  see  them.  They  told  mo  that  they  had 
with  Tliem  a  Savage  who  could  speak  every  language  (this  was 
one  Beauvais,  a  half  breed  residing  at  Sanlt  St  Ivonis)  who 
had  conversed  throughout  the  night  with  the  Sakis  Chief  and 
with  one  of  the  Eenards  who  had  boon  captured  in  the  fight. 
As  soon  as  I  arrived  I  saw  a  Kikapous  who  had  married  among 
the  Renards,  enter  with  a  white  flag;  he  said  that  we  had 
called  out  to  them  to  come,  and  that  he  came  to  see  what  was 
wanted  and  to  listen.  I  said  everything  I  could  to  Kim  to 
induce  the  Sakis  to  abandon  the  Eenards  and  retuni  to  la  "Baye. 
Ho  replied  that  if  we  really  meant  what  we  said  wo  should  give 
up  one  of  their  people  who  was  a  prisoner.  The  Iroquois  told 
me  that  we  must  send  their  Chief  back  to  theui  aud  that  this 
would  induce  them  to  come  out  of  their  fort  and  to  abandcm  the 
Renards.  I  consented  and  Ibis  Same  Chief  returned  with 
presents  and  porcelain  beads  and  informed  mc  that  if  we  had 
not  attacked  Them  and  if  our  paii^y  consisted  solely  of  French 
they  would  not  have  hesitated  to  surrender,  but  that,  as  the 
French  were  not  Superior  in  nundiers  to  the  Iroquois  to  Ix',  able 
to  control  them,  They  liad  every  reason  to  fear  that  wlien  they 
were  separated  from  the  Renards  and  at  a  distance,  the  Iro- 
quois would  put  them  in  the  Kettle;  That  ncvcrtlich^ss  on  the 
word  of  the  French  They  would  come  out  whenever  we  liked.  I 
said  to  II im:  "Thou  mayest  come  forth  in  the  Daytime  and 
fear  nothing,  Ix^cause  if  the  Iroquois  wished  to  act  treacherously 
toward  \\wv,  I  woidd  oi>i)osc  it-  and  abhougli  wo  an^  but  few  tliey 
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would  not  play  with  Us.''  He  represented  to  me  that  it  waa 
very  late,  that  the  women  and  Children  had  not  had  time  to 
camp,  and  that  it  was  too  cold.  On  the  following  day  the 
other  Sakis  Chiefs  sent  me  word  that  they  could  not  come  out, 
l)€cau?3  the  Renards  had  said  to  them:  ^'Dogs  that  ye  are,  if 
you  abandon  us,  we  will  eat  your  women  and  Children  as  soon  as 
you  have  gone  out.  We  will  then  fight  against  you  and  after- 
ward against  the  French.'' 

The  Sakis  sent  me  a  Young  saulteur  with  two  of  his  Sisters, 
and  an  Ilinois  woman  whom  they  had  captured  last  autumn; 
and  I  sent  tliem  in  excliaiii^e  a  Younu-  Snki  \\li<)jii  T  liml  with 
me. 

For  four  Days,  Monsieur,  our  Party  had  had  nothing  to  eat 
but  12  Dogs  and  a  Horse  that  was  killed  at  night  near  the 
Renards'  fort.  Several  Soldiers  Avero  obliged  to  eat  their 
mocassins.  They  All  asked  nie  to  lead  them  to  the  assault. 
When  I  saw  that  we  were  suffering  from  hunger  and  had  no 
hope  of  obtaining  provisions,  I  proposed  to  the  Iroquois  to  send 
some  of  their  People  to  hunt  for  our  subsistence  and  enable  U9 
to  attack  the  Enemy  again.  They  replied  blusteringly  (as  you 
will  see)  that  we  must  Fast  and  work  four  or  five  Days  more. 
They  afterward  asked  me  to  let  them  go  away.  I  can  jx>sitively 
assure  you.  Monsieur,  that  they  needed  food  as  much  as  We  did, 
And  as  we  could  not  hold  out  any  longer,  I  sent  a  collar  to  the 
Sakis  to  convince  them  that  their  Father  liad  instructed  me  to 
tell  them  that  he  would  grant  them  their  lives  on  condition  that 
they  would  abandon  the  Penards,  As  they  liad  previously  prom- 
ised Him,  and  return  to  la  Baye.  Tlioy  promised  me  (hat  (hey 
would  do  so. 

In  this  encounter  we  lost  two  French  and  one  Huron;  four 
or  five  savages  were  wounded.  The  Enemy  had  l]0  uwn  Killed, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.  I  proceeded,  IMonsieur,  to  ^^on- 
Biour  Dartaguietto's  post  to  march  against  the  Chicaolina 
according  (o  your  orders.  N(^arly  All  our  Savages  loft  me  and 
went  on  tlie  war-path  in  one  direction  or  another.  "Most  of 
them  told  me  that  tliey  wislied  to  return  home  to  ]>rovide  for  the 
subsistence  of  their  families. 
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Monsieur  Dartagniette  asked  me  whether  I  would  go  back, 
saying  that  a  party  of  400  Missouris  and  Kanses  with  several 
Frenchmen  was  about  to  march  Against  the  Renards  and  Sakis ; 
that  we  might  unite  our  forces  and  destroy  them ;  and  that  he 
would  give  me  food  and  men.  I  said  that  I  was  quite  ready 
to  march  if  he  would  take  upon  Himself  the  responsibility  of  the 
expense  that  this  new  war  would  cost.  He  replied  that  he 
would  take  no  responsibility.  I  did  not  venture,  ^lonsicnr,  to 
take  it  on  Myself  in  view  of  the  uncertainty  of  success.  ISTeither 
could  I  march  against  the  Chicachas  on  account  of  the  band  that 
the  Missouris  had  levied  against  tlie  Kenards  and  tlie  defect  ion 
of  our  savages.  I  have  nothing,  Monsieur,  wlierewilh  to  reproach 
myself  and  I  venture  to  hope  that  you  will  not  address  any 
reproaches  to  me  when  I  have  done  my  best.  You  would  hardly 
believe  all  that  I  have  been  through,  and  the  fatigues  I  have 
endured.  I  would  count  them  as  nothing,  had  I  succeeded. 
The  savages  Are  the  Sole  ( \uise  of  our  ill  success  and  They  could 
not  help  admitting  to  me  that  Nontagarouche  had  made  U3 
miss  our  opportunity. 

I  take  the  liberty,  Monsieur,  of  representing  to  you  that  on 
expeditions  of  this  kind  It  is  necessary  that  the  French  should 
be  stronger  than  the  Savages  so  as  to  be  able  to  dominate  them; 
otherwise  They  dominate  us,  and  I  have  exjx^rienced  this  only 
too  well,  notwitlistanding  my  complaisance  and  attention  to 
Them.  There  was  one  from  the  Sault  who  was  bold  enough 
to  beat  one  of  our  Soldiers  in  my  presence.  I  pretended  to 
turn  my  head  away  as  if  I  had  not  seen  it,  for  we  expected 
every  Day  to  be  abandoned  by  those  people  Mt  the  first  word 
that  we  might  say  to  them. 

The  Kikapou  who  was  married  among  the  Ivenards,  and  who 
followed  Those  who  were  with  ]\le  was  shot  dead  two  leagues 
from  the  Renards  by  an  Iroquois  who  scalped  Ilim  in  my 
presence.  Never  were  Savages  more  sur])riscd.  They  trem- 
bled like  leaves,  for  they  dreaded,  witli  reason,  that  they  niiglit 
All  meet  the  same  fate  for  the  Iroquois  said :  "We  have  come 
to  seek  Kneniies;  hero  are  sonic  already  found  since  by  tJieir 
conduct  they  aro  ns  much  l^^nards  as  the  others.'' 
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[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  October  26,  1735, 
enclosing  a  letter  to  the  comptroller-general  of  finance.  Source,  same 
as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  G4,  c.  11,  fol.  159.] 

MoNSEiGNEUii* — I  take  the  liberty  of  placing  under  Your 
[eyes]  The  letter  that  I  write  to  Monsieur  the  Comptroller  gen- 
eral of  finance.  In  answer  to  That  which  he  did  me  the  honor 
of  wriiing  to  me  respecting  the  Trade  of  the  Company  of  the 
Indies/  As  he  asks  me  for  Infonnation  resj^ecting  the  Sieiir 
Desnoyelles's  Campaign  because  it  affects  the  hunting  of 
Beaver,  I  have  thought,  subject  to  your  good  pleasure,  that  I 
<jould  not  avoid  entering  into  some  details  with  him.  My 
Letter  to  Monsieur  the  Comptroller-general  is  not  sealed. 

I  remain  etc. 

Hocquart 


[Enclosure  in  the  above.] 

At  Qteukc  the  2oth  of  October.  1735.- 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  havc  rcccivcd  tlie  letter  that  You  did  me 
The  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  10th  of  March  last. 

The  receipts  from  Beaver  skins  have  Ix^en  considerable  this 
year,  nutwitlistanding  the  Troubh^s  And  (he  war  ox|K'ditions 
in  the  upper  Country,  because  The  Post  among  the  scioux  and 
the  new  ])osts  Established  for  the  discovery  of  the  Sea  of  The 
west  have  secured  nearly  100  thousand  very  good  skins.  The 
total  receipts  amounted  to  178  tljousaud  livres 

iThis  was  the  famous  spoculalive  concern  knoNvn  first  as  the  Mis- 
sissippi Company,  formed  by  Law  in  J 717.  In  17U)  it  was  reorgan- 
ized under  tliis  title.  Tlie  company  retroccded  Louisiana  to  the  King 
in  1731,  but  retained  commercial  rights  in  the  colonies.  About  this 
time  the  company  began  its  famous  carciM-  in  India  \\  wont  Into 
liquidation  in  1770. —  Ei». 

■iNote  on  the  original  MS.:  *  L.  P.  'Le  I'residenf  of  the  Council  of 
the  Marine  to  Monsieur  The  Comptroller  general.  Accounts  for 
the  number  of  Beaver  skins  received.  Of  the  Campaign  ot  Monsieur 
des  Noyelles.  relative  to  the  interests  of  the  Company  of  the  Indies. 
Beaver  to  Bo  replaced  on  the  same  footing  as  before  the  ordinance 
of  the  4th  of  .lanuary.  1733.  Note:  After  the  present  letter  Is  That 
forwarding  the  same  to  the  minister." 
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Monsieur  Des  noyelles  left  Montreal  in  the  month  of  August 
17 M J  with  80  French  and  ahout  130  of  our  settled  savages  to 
pursue  the  Sakis  and  Renards.  lie  took  with  him  on  his  way, 
both  at  Detroit  and  at  the  Ouiatanons,  about  100  hurons  and 
Poutouatamis.  After  7  months'  journey  both  by  water  and  by 
land,  he  arrived  on  the  bank  of  the  Eiver  Mongona  [Des 
Moines]  60  Leagues  from  the  spot  where  that  River  falls  into 
the  Mississipi/  to  which  place  they  had  been  guided  by  40 
Kikapoux.  The  savages  and  French  set  to  work  to  cross  The 
River  to  fall  on  what  they  took  for  4  Cabins  of  Renards  whose 
Camping  places  they  had  traced.  But  when  27  savages  and  3 
French  had  crossed  that  River  before  the  main  body  of  The 
little  army  had  assembled,  and  as  they  were  about  to  rush,, 
hatchet  in  hand,  on  those  4  cabins,  they  found  themselves  sur- 
rounded by  nearly  250  Sakis  and  Renards  who  fomied  55  Cab- 
ins, and  against  whom  tliese  30  men  fought  so  well  that  they 
compelled  them  to  fall  back  and  to  retire  into  a  fort  built  by  the 
women  And  Children  while  the  Warriors  were  fighting;  so 
that  when  the  main  body  of  our  small  army  made  its  appear- 
ance The  enemy  had  retreated,  and  the  Sakis  asked  Monsieur 
Desnoyellos  for  a  Hus})cnsion  of  hostilities  in  oi'der  lo  hold  a 
parley.  That  officer  who  had  been  ordered  to  use  naught  but 
conciliatory  means  to  detach  the  Sakis  from  the  Renards,  had 
recourse  to  the  same  and  without  letting  them  know  the  sorry 
Plight  of  his  army,  which  consisted  only  of  240  men  —  for  The 
Hurons  had  left  at  Ouiatanons,  and  moreover  they  had  no 
provisions  to  allow  of  their  sustaining  a  siege.  He  neverthe- 
less spoke  to  the  Sakis  as  a  superior.  And  told  them  that  their 
father  had  sent  him  solely  to  tell  tlioin  thai;  lie  woidd  forgive 
them  for  the  affair  at  la  Bayo  on  condition  (hat  ihvy  separated 
from  the  Renards  and  returned  to  kindle  at  that  s})()i,  (ho  fire 
that  they  had  abandoned.  These  savages  received  (ho  Sieur 
Desnoyelles^s  message  with  much  satisfaction,  antl  replied  to 
him  tliat,  on  account  of  the  men  who  had  been  wounded  in  tho 

1  Probably  in  (be  virini(y  of  tbe  i)rrs(Mi(  rl(y  of  Pes  Moinos, 
Iowa. — ■El). 
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flkinnish  with  our  30  men,  they  were  unable  to  follow  him  hut 
that  he  mi<2,-ht  assure  their  father  tliat  tliey  would  return  to 
their  old  village  as  soon  as  they  could.    6  of  our  Settled  hurons 
who  had  been  on  the  war-path  against  the  Chicachas  have  re- 
ported that  30  of  These  Sakis  wore  at  the  River  St  Joseph, 
and  the  remainder  at  la  Baye.    This  news  lacks  confirmation  ; 
But  if  It  be  true,  tranquillity  will  be  restored  in  the  Posts,  and 
the  remnant  of  the  Renards  who  are  said  to  be  wandering  about 
in  the  regions  of  the  Mississipi  will  gradually  be  destroyed  and 
will  not  give  our  savages  enough  occupation  to  keep  them  from 
hunting.    I  shall  have  the  honor  of  witing  more  particularly 
about  this  next  year.    Moreover,  as  regards  the  sieur  Desnoy- 
elWs  Campaign,  I  cannot  better  describe  to  You  the  fatigues 
and  the  hardships  that  the  long  journey  on  foot  and  hunger 
caused  him  and  the  party  under  his  coiiiniaud  to  endure,  than 
to  say  that  I  am  surprised  that  Frenchmen  should  have  been 
able  to  undergo  them.    In  the  skinnish  that  took  place  on  the 
19th  of  April  last,  we  lost  two  French  and  one  savage.  The 
enemy  had  30  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prisoners.    Had  not 
the  Hurons  abandoned  Monsieur  Desnoyelles  and  had  the 
OutaAvaos  of  Missiliniakinac  been  able  to  join  him,  llioro  wiuild 
no  longer  be  any  question  of  the  Renards  at  present.    T^o  otlier 
reason  can  be  assigned  for  the  defection  of  The  hurons  except 
their  spirit  of  independence,  in  spite  of  their  attachment  for 
the  French;  And  the  dosii'o  tlioy  had  to  <;-o  and  oat  — tlnis  they 
speak — other  Sakis  Established  at  River  St.  Joseph  wlio  are 
attached  to  us,  but  who  displeased  tlio  Ilurons  merely  because 
they  bear  the  name  of  Sakis.    It  required  all  the  wisdom  and 
all  the  prudence  of  the  sieur  Hernuy,  the  oflicer  CiMinnanding 
at  tlio  River  St  dose])!!,  to  reslrnin  the  linmn-;  ;nhl  ])nnTnt 
them  from  attncking  Those  Sakis.     'V\\M  iho  (^impaii^u  met 
with  no  better  success  did  not  depend  upon  the  sieur  Desnoy- 
elles.   This  expedition  lias  in  any  case  shown  the  savages,  And 
they  have  acknowledged  it,  that  the  French  are  ns  capable  as 
they  of  undertaking  ]\rarchcs  and  of  sinking  The  enemy  at  the 
extremities  of  the  Colony. 

The  Company  of  llu>  Indies  has  dono  woll  in  rt^laxiii'r  the 
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excessive  severity  of  the  ordinance  that  I  promulgated  on  the 
4th  of  January  1733  for  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  Summer 
Beaver  which  was  10  sols  The  livre,  both  green  and  dry,  on 
condition  that  it  be  burned,  because  the  Hatters  of  the  King- 
dom could  not  make  use  of  it  as  the  company  wrote  to  me.  But 
since  it  has  heeded  the  representations  made  to  It  that  such 
reduction  might  injure  its  Trade  by  inducing  the  savages  and 
even  the  French  to  take  to  the  English  not  only  this  kind  of 
Beaver,  which  they  accept,  but  also  That  of  good  quality,  It  has 
tlierefore  sent  orders  to  its  agent  to  forward  to  France  the 
Beaver  taken  in  summer,  as  was  practised  previous  to  my  ordi- 
nance. It  has  also  begged  me  to  raise  the  price  of  the  same. 
I  considered  that  it  was  in  its  interest  to  restore  matters  to  their 
old  footing.  The  Company  of  the  Indies  carries  on  its  Trade 
in  good  faith,  and  it  would  not  be  proj^er  to  suspect  it  of  having 
asked  for  The  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  Summer  Beaver  on 
condition  that  it  be  burned,  solely  in  order  to  obtain  it  in  tlie 
future  at  about  the  same  price  as  the  reduced  rate  without  lx?ing 
obliged  to  bum  it,  Moreover,  This  is  a  matter  of  so  little  con- 
sequence that  it  otherwise  deserves  no  Consideration. 
I  remain  etc 

IIOCQUART 

Indorsed:    "Given  an  answer  the  8th  of  May,  1736." 


1735:    COPPER  MINES  ON  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  11,  1735.  MS.  in  archives  of  MinistOre  dcs  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
niarlc,  "Canada,  Corrcsp.  i^^n.,  vol.  03.  r.  11.  fol.  58.] 

MoNSKiGNEUR — We  havo  received  the  letter  tlmt  you  did  us 
tlie  honor  of  Writing  to  us  on  the  IHth  of  ]\ray  hist,  to  which 
was  a]))i(>n(led  iho  rejHirt  liMiuhMl  you  by  the  Pirivlor  Grn(M':il 
the  mint  in  France  on  the  assay  that  you  caused  (o  ho  mnde  in 
Paris  of  the  copper  of  Lake  sujx^rior,  a  piece  of  whivli  wo  sent 
yon  last  year. 

In  the  King's  memorial  we  Infonncd  you  of  tlio  subsequent 
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discoveries  of  the  sieiir  De  la  Eonde^  and  of  the  measures  he 
adopts  for  prosecuting  that  Undertaking.  The  Information 
that  we  gave  you  is  nothing  else  than  extracts  from  the  Letters 
that  He  and  his  son  have  written  us.  We  send  you  copies  of, 
those  Letters. 

The  Sieur  La  Eonde  niiglit  liave  given  iis  itKjrc-  dctnilcd  in- 
foiTuation,  hut  from  what  he  writes  to  us  There  is  hardly  any 
reason  to  doubt  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  that  Under- 
taking both  for  himself  and  for  the  Colony ;  at  least  He  engages 
in  it  in  a  manner  that  leaves  us  no  doubt. 

On.  Examining  The  Ingot  of  copper  that  we  sent  last  year, 
one  might  be  inclined  to  believe  that  it  had  been  cast ;  And  If 
it  has  been  acknowledged  by  Monsieur  Grassin  as  a  work  of 
nature,  the  pieces  we  send  this  year  will  convince  him  still 
more,  Independently  of  the  certainty  we  have  that  these  speci- 
mens were  cut  with  hatchets  from  larger  pieces  of  tlie  same 
quality.  We  consider  that  the  whole  difhcnlty  in  the  Working 
of  these  mines,  supposing  that  the  ore  is  as  pure  as  it  seems  to 
us  to  Ix),  0)nsists  at  j/rcscnt  in  tiiidiug  means  to  divide  into  port- 
able y)ieces,  the  masses  of  Copper  on  the  banks  of  thc^  riv(4'  Tona- 
gan,  and  that  which  will  no  doubt  be  also  found  at  other  Places 
on  Lake  Superior;  for  if  They  are  as  enorjuous  as  the  Block 
lying  on  the  shore  of  the  Lake  which  we  liC})orted  to  you  in 
1732,  when  wo  sent  you  the  Sieur  (1(^  la  Houde's  ])r()iK)sals  re- 
garding this  Undertaking,  the  iron  or  steel  Implements  that 
would  be  Used  in  separating  tliem  might  l>e  Tnsulhcient,  And 
although  the  cop])er  is  ])ure,  this  method  of  mining  tt  might  Ih^ 
voiy  costly.  We  can  ex}>cet  from  the  Sieur  de  la  Eonde  notliing 
but  great  activity  in  seeking  for  these  mines,  and  both  from 
him  and  from  the  Workmen  and  voyag(Mns  whom  lie  has  wilh 
him  notliing  but,  nuM-e  natural  Industry,  without  tlie  slightest 
Idea  of  the  art  [of  miningi,  which  will  not  he  eondueive  to  An 
easy  h'x])loital ion  of  thes(N  iuiii(>s.  Tliis  is  doubtless  tlie  n>as<m 
which  has  Induced  the  Sieur  de  la  lumde  to  write  us  to  beg 
you  to  procure  a  skilled  worknuin  for  him  to  show  tlieni  how 
to  Work  these  mines,  which,  lu^  says,  consist,  only  of  a  Mass  of 
ore.    He  asked  ]\Tonsi(Mir  hoc(|\nirt  for  a  eertain  ClunuUOlan.  a 
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gold  and  silversmith  in  Quebec.  This  workman  has,  in  truth, 
some  Ability  and  Skill.  On  hearing*  the  account  that  we  gave 
him  of  the  quality  of  these  mines,  lie  finds  less  dithculty  in 
their  Working  than  we  do.  He  claims  that  when  the  mine  is 
uncovered  it  will  be  easy  with  Iron  Wedges  well  tempered  and 
with  iron  Sledges  to  divide  a  Block  of  Copper  of  any  size  into 
portable  ingots,  especially  if  there  are  any  flaws  in  it,  as  in 
the  largest  of  the  three  pieces  of  copper  which  we  send  to  Mon- 
sieur do  Beauharnois  to  be  Forwarded  to  you.  We  cannot 
warrant  success  until  the  Experiment  has  been  made.  The 
said  ChamMlan  will  start  next  Spring  to  join  the  sieur  De  la 
Ronde,  and  at  all  Events  He  will  Take  Avith  him  the  tools  he 
miay  need  to  Avork  accni'ding  to  the  ]>ro posed  method,  the  mine 
that  has  been  found,  if  the  Sieur  de  la  Bonde  does  not  discover 
others  easier  to  work  in  the  course  of  the  explorations  that  he 
is  to  make  on  Lake  Superior.  It  seems  to  us  that  he  really 
intends  to  prosecute  this  Undertaking.  Berhaps  he  may  obtain 
further  assistance  from  the  Avorkman  for  Avhom  he  asks  you. 
If  it  be  possible  to  find  One  He  offers  to  defray  the  expense, 
and  Ave  beg  You  in  that  case,  Monseigneur,  to  give  your  orders 
to  have  one  sought  for  and  sent  out  by  the  first  ships  from  St. 
Malo  which  sail  for  1'  Isle  Boyale,  so  that  he  may  proceed 
tJience  to  Quebec  in  time  to  Embark  in  the  sieur  De  la  Hondo's 
Canoes  and  arrive  during  the  0]kmi  seasoni  at  tlie  Establishmoiit 
on  Lake  superior. 

Tluit  officer  has  also  Sent  us  another  small  piece  of  Copi>er 
which  Avas  given  to  his  son  by  a  savage  of  that  fjuarlor,  and 
which  he  claims  to  have  been  taken  from  another  mine  situate 
on  a  branch  of  the  saiuo  Tonagan  river.  It;  is  in  the  same  Imx 
as  tlio  3  other  ]>ieccs. 

We  receivod  the  last  hdlci-s  of  \\\v  si(Mir  Di^  la  KoiuK^  dalcnl 
the  22nd  July  in  Time  to  bo  able  to  answer  IIkmh,  and  to  ask 
him  for  further  Information  On  tlie  situation/  -  the  Extent, 
and  everything  relating  to  the  Tonagan  mine.  We  Hope  that 
he  will  give  us  this  information  in  a  more  detailed  and  mon-* 
satisfactory  manner,  and  we  shall  B(^|)ort  the  same  to  you  next 
year.    Wc  shall  send  him  in  the  Spring  a  Copy  of  the  memo- 
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rial  that  you  have  sent  iis,  in  order  that  he  may  derive  Informa- 
tion from  it,  and  also  to  encourage  him  to  pursue  his  discov- 
eries. Father  Piscot,  a  Eecollet/  who  has  some  knowledge  of 
metals,  has  written  a  paper  on  these  mines,  some  ore  from 
which  he  tested  at  Montreal  hy  order  of  Monsieur  de  Beau- 
harnois.  We  take  the  liherty  of  sending  it  to  You.  We  ap- 
pend the  report  made  by  one  Corhin,  a  carpenter,^  to  Monsieur 
Hocquart  on  what  he  saw  of  those  Mines. 
We  remain  etc. 

[BEAUirARXOTS 

IIocc2Uart] 

[Letter  of  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister.  Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  vol.  64,  c.  11,  fol.  59.] 

At  Quebec  the  14th  of  October,  1735. 
MoNSETGNEUR — ^Siucc  The  description  IMonsieur  tlie  Mar- 
quis de  Beauharnois  and  ^Myself  have  given  to  you  together 
respecting  Monsieur  De  la  Bonde's  discovery,  one  Corhin,  a 
Carpenter  Avho  built  the  bark  on  Lake  Superior,  has  come  down 
to  Quebec  and  lias  reported  to  me  what  he  lias  seen  of  the  Cop- 
per mine  that  is  on  the  Tonnagane  river.  T  have  drawn  up 
this  report  in  words  nluK^st  as  siiu])le  as  those  which  That 
WorkiiiMii  c'liijiloyfHl  in  e.\pl;i iniiig  liimsclF  to  me.  It  i^  Ap- 
pended hereto.  I  shall  urge  the  sieur  T)g  la  Bonde's  partner 
to  send  next  Spring  to  Lake  superior  with  one  Chambellan 
several  hardy  and  skillful  workmen  to  endeavor  to  mine  the 
Copper  beds  on  the  bank  of  that  Biver  with  crowbar?,  Wedges, 
sledge-hammers  and  other  tools  that  they  may  need  to  clear 
away  tlu^  Soil  jind  brciik  up  iIk^  iiielal  if  ]>o.';siMo  iiilo  pnrlnblo 
pieces.  But  if  we  can  obtain  from  France  a  Wdikiiian  who 
is  a  good  craftsman  and  able  to  give  inf(U-nialion,  and  dcvii^e 
exjxidients  for  working  the  mine,  this  will  greatly  facilitate 

lEtienno  Piscot  was  sui)erior  of  tlie  Rocollocts  at  Montreal.  Sf-o 
Tan;;ua.v,  linn'rloirc  (h'n.  <Iu  CJrnjr  Caiiadirn  (od.  ISOS).  \\  itvS.— En. 

^Probably  the  Corbin  wlio  mado.  \ho  canoos  at  MlohillmurUinai'  for 
LouviKny's  expedition.    Soo  Wis  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  p.  407.— Ko. 

1  1 


1735]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


the  work.  The  sieiir  De  la  Ronde  asks  for  one  whom  he  offers 
to  i>ay.  You  alone,  ]\fonseignenr,  are  able  to  procure  one  for 
him  and  in  case  you  should  be  unable  to  find  one,  he  begs  you, 
Monseigneur,  to  have  an  instructive  treatise  drawn  up  which 
will  teach  the  easiest  and  least  expensive  Manner  in  which 
such  a  mine  can  be  worked,  And  which  will  consequently  men- 
tion the  implements  and  tools  to  be  Used  as  well  as  The  pre- 
cautions to  be  taken  as  a  protection  against  the  noxious  gases 
that  the  metal  may  exhale  when  mined. ^ 
I  remain  etc. 

HOCQUAET 


[Enclosure  in  the  above.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but 
fol.  61.] 

Report  made  to  Mo7isieiir  ItocqiuiH  hy  one  Corhin,  a 
Carpenter,  An  Employee  of  the  Sieur  De  la  Ronde,  respecting 
the  copper  mines  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  River  Tonnaganne. 

The  said  Corbin  left  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  The  place  where  tlie 
sicur  Do  la  IionJo  is  building  liis  Vessel,"  on  The  [blank  space 
in  MS.]  May  last  with  two  men  named  Vaudiy  and  luo  Beau 
who  were  going  to  meet  the  Sieur  de  la  Rondels  son.  The  lat- 
ter was  retuming  after  speeding  the  winter  at  Chagouamigon. 
He  embarked  with  Them,  and  they  were  followed  by  two  others 

1  Marginal  note  on  MS.: 

"Respecting  the  Tonnagane  Copper  Mine.  Appends  The  report  of 
one  Corbin.  Will  send  next  spring  one  Chambellan,  And  some  Hardy 
men  with  suitable  implements  for  mininjx  tlic  ore.  Asks  (be  Minister 
on  behalf  of  the  Sieur  Lc  Ronde,  who  offers  to  pay  him,  for  a  por.^on 
well  skilled  In  such  matters,  or  In  default  of  such  a  uorluuan  a  pood 
instructive  treatise  in  order  that  these  mines  may  Iv  i.un  r  <  \  Ally 
worked  also  suitable  implements  and  tools.    L.  P." 

'■!ln  a  loiter  written  about  thi.s  time  (see  INlacaleslor  Collogj;  Contri- 
butions, 1st  series,  No.  4,  p.  114),  it  Is  said  of  La  Ronde:  '  Ho  has 
constructed  at  his  own  expense,  a  bark  of  forty  tons  on  Lake  Superior, 
and  was  obliged  to  transport  in  canoes,  as  far  as  Sault  Sto.  Mario, 
the  rigging  and  materials  for  the  vessel.  The  i>ost  Chagouamigon 
was  given  him  as  a  gratuity  io  defray  expenses.*'  Soo  also  Wisconsin 
Historical  Society  Proceedings,  1894,  pp.  87,  88.— Ko. 
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named  feli  and  Gobin.  They  took  on  board  a  savage  at  the 
place  called  Tlio  cove  [L'ausoJ  near  tluj  jxnnt  of  Kienon/  who 
asserted  that  he  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Mines  and  of 
the  Copper  in  the  said  River  of  Tonnagane.  They  travel  led 
thither,  And  after  entering  the  said  Kivcr/  which  they  ascended 
for  a  distance  of  abont  8  leagues  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Super- 
ior, they  Found  a  mine  about  15  ar|X3nts  in  length  ascending 
the  said  river,  30  feet  from  the  Avater's  edge  and  which  may 
be  at  a  height  of  60  feet  in  the  Cliff.  This  Mine  consists  of 
layers  or  beds  5  or  G  pouccs  '  t]iif]\.  There  ai'e  about  hi  fly  of 
these  layers  one  above  the  other  nearly  to  the  top  of  the  Hill, 
and  they  are  intersected  or  Bound  together  by  a  Sandy  soil 
"without  Stones.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  break  at 
any  T-*{!i'(  of  llieir  Lengih.  At  llio  tirst  Layer  near  the  Avatcr, 
there  is  a  Sort  of  Stone  which  is  easily  broken  And  which  de- 
taches itself  from  the  Copper  without  being  mixed  with  it. 
All  these  Beds  or  layers  of  Cop])er  run  about  The  Length  of  15 
arpents  following  the  course  of  the  Biver.  Corbin  adds  that 
they  cut  some  of  this  Copper  with  a  hatchet  at  The  place  where 
there  was  a  seam;  that  it  appeared  to  him  quite  pure,  and  that 
at  every  place  in  these  15  arpents  where  they  bored  they  found 
it  similar  to  this;  that  on  being  taken  from  the  Mine  it  can  be 
forged  and  worked  as  easily  as  lead ;  that  a  Spit  And  several 
small  tools  w^ere  made  out  of  it  Such  as  kuife-IIaudl(>s,  braces 
for  the  Carpenters,  foot-rules  And  other  Articles,  w^ithoiit  taking 
any  other  trouble  tlian  hnunuering  it  while  cold  just  as  it  came 
out  of  the  mine. 

That  after  examining  tliis  mine.  The  savage  wanted  to  take 
them  into  three  branches  of  that  same  K.ivor  where  lie  Mssnn^l 
them  there  was  as  much  copper  at  each  Place  as  they  Saw  heforo 
them;  but  that  as  they  had  no  provisions  and,  nu)nM)vcr  no  tools 

^  l/<n>sc  is  the  usual  desis»uition  ou  uiaps  of  \hr  period,  (ov  wliat 
is  iiosv  ivnowii  as  Kewoenaw  P.uy.  at  ilir  base  ol'  Kowrmavv  Toiut. 
upper  peninsula  of  Mic^higan. — Kn. 

^Marjj;inal  note  ou  MS.:  "A  vessel  of  a(  loasl  U)  tons  eouhl  ontor 
that  River." 

3 For  this  niea.sur(\  s(m>  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvt.  p.  nr»:^— Rn. 
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suitable  for  cutting  a  quantity  of  the  metal,  tliey  came  away. 

The  said  Corbin  likewise  saw  in  the  bottom  of  Lake  sn])erior 
a  mass  of  virgin  copper  which  he  thinks  must  weigh  from  8  to 
10  Thousand  livres,  and  he  says  that  there  is  another  on  the 
bank  of  the  said  River  Tonnagane  at  the  foot  of  the  mine  which 
seems  to  have  rolled  down  from  the  Cliff,  and  which  is  from 
6  to  7  feet  in  Diameter  and  the  same  in  height ;  that  it  is  sur- 
roimded  by  Eocks  which  are  easily  detached  by  striking  them, 
or  by  building  a  fire  against  them. 

He  thinks  that  in  order  to  remove  the  layers  of  Copper  from 
this  Mine  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  strong  iron  crowbars  to 
dislodge  and  lift  them  when  cut  in  ]>ieces  Iw  means  of  Wedges 
driven  in  with  Sledge-hammers,  and  files  mounted  like  saws 
for  sawing  the  layers  in  the  Cliff.  He  says  that  this  is  also  the 
opinion  of  ]\ronsieur  De  la  Ronde. 

He  also  adds  that  the  outer  face  of  the^e  copper  ])eds  or 
Layers  is  covered  w^ith  Verdigris  and  that  tlie  metal  shines  only 
when  scraped  with  an  iron  implement;  that:  it  is  perhaps  this 
Verdigris  that  prevents  the  breaks  in  the  Length  of  these  beds 
from  being  seen  ;  that  the  sandy  Soil  betAveen  the  beds  of  cop])er 
falls  away  as  easily  as  bad  Dry  mortar.  This  he  ascertained 
by  striking  it  with  the  back  of  his  hatchet  and  by  scratching  it 
with  the  Blade.  He  observed  that  this  Soil  is  very  dry,  and 
consists  of  three  different  kinds  of  substances;  sand  Predomi- 
nates and  it  is  mixed  with  clay  and  :i  sort  of  ^Fiiuu-al  dust  that 
seems  to  Ix^  of  co])per;  it  is  shining  And  reddish  ;  That  each  of 
these  layers  of  sandy  soil  is  covered  with  Verdigiis  lik(^  The 
beds  of  copper;  that  they  have  all  falh^i  away  so  tliat  the 
copper  beds  project  2,  .3,  and  4-  ]>onces,  and  the  layers  of  soil 
are  indented  to  the  same  extent. 

The  Cliff  is  per])endicuhir  niul  nliiiost  Kipially  so  through- 
out the  length  of  the  15  arpents,  at  the  end  of  wliich  it  is  easy 
to  ascend  to  the  sununit  of  tlie  Cliff.  This  (^orbin  ditl.  and 
scraped  away  Tlie  earth  in  several  places  w  ith  his  liatchiM  ;  lu^ 
observcnl  that  it  is  reddish  in  some  i>laces,  grey  in  otli(U*s.  dry 
everywhere,  and  (\isy  to  i'eniov(%  without,  being  mixed  wiih 
any  stones.    The  surface  of  this  Soil  is  denuded  of  tnvs  and 
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even  of  grass  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  hollows  where 
there  are  some;  that  is  a  few  scattered  tufts  of  grass  and  stunted 
fir-trees  3  and  4  feet  high ;  Tliat  there  are  trees  only  at  a  dis- 
tance of  12,  15  and  20  arjjcnts  in  tiic  vallcv,  and  tlicy  are  only 
as  thick  a^  one's  log  and  scattc^'cd  in  clumps.  Tlie  C'ountry 
is  level.  Corhin  saw  no  spring  of  water,  not  even  the  Trace 
of  one,  for  15  arpents  fronting  on  the  Iviver.  He  thinks  that 
a  Land-slide  has  taken  place  at  this  last  Spot,  and  he  hases  his 
opinion  on  the  fact  that  at  various  points  on  The  bank  of  the 
River  there  are  mounds  of  earth,  The  appearance  A\diereof  re- 
sembles That  of  The  soil  at  the  top  of  the  Cliff. 

From  The  mouth  of  The  River  Tonnagane  to  the  spot  where 
the  mine  is  situated,  there  are  7  or  8  small  rapids  which  will 
not  prevent  Canoes  carrying  six  thousand  livres  from  ascending 
the  river.  These  Canoes  will  go  down  even  more  easily.  The 
first  of  these  rapids  is  three  Leagues  up  the  River;  the  seven 
others  are  at  varying  intervals  from  one  another. 

This  Report  has  been  made  to  me  by  Corbin,  carpenter,  at 
Quebec,  This  [blank  space  in  MS.]  October,  1735. 

ITOCQUART 

OARKISON  NEi:i)I^:i)  AT  IjETROIT 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  5,  1736.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  GZ.  c.  11,  fol.  55.] 

MONSETGNEUK  

-X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  -X-  *  * 

We  cannot  too  strongly  represent  to  you,  Monseigncnr,  the 
Necessity  of  strengtlieniiig  Detroit.  We  see  no  other  means  of 
ailainiii;-  (Ins  ("lijcct  lli;tn  \\\  posting  a  strong  garrison  And 
granting  Lands  there.  Rut  this  i)ruject  can  only  be  partially 
carried  out  until  His  ^raj(\sty  is  ph}ased  to  increase  Tlie  num- 
ber of  his  Ti'oops. 

The  Concessions  which  We  have  granted  to  various  inhabit- 
ants for  some  years  i>ast  have  Induced  ihoux  t<>  Work  more 
assiduously  than  tbey  had  liilherto  done  in  cultivating  tbo  Soil. 
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In  1735,  from  1300  to  1400  Minots  of  wheat  were  han-ested, 
And  Monsieur  Peaii  who  has  just  returned  from  tliere  esti- 
mates that  wheat  will  not  be  worth  more  than  3  livres  The 
minot  This  year  at  Detroit.  At  present  there  are  at  that  Post 
a  garrison  of  17  soldiers,  40  families,  And  80  men  capable  of 
bearing  arms.  We  have  recently  granted  sixteen  More  con- 
cessions to  inliabitants  of  that  place  who  asked  us  for  them, 
And  we  append  Cupies  thereul  wliicli  We  beg  you,  Monseig- 
neur,  to  get  ratified  by  His  Majesty.  The  3  or  4  inliabitants 
who  hold  concessions  from  the  Sieur  Lamothe  Cadilloc  can  be 
Disturbed  in  the  possession  of  Their  Lands  solely  by  The  King's 
officers,  which  will  not  happen.  They  feel  no  anxiety  on  that 
account. 

We  have  to  inform  you  that — upon  the  request  made  last 
Summer  to  Monsieur  Pcau,  then  the  Commandant,  to  have  a 
person  appointed  to  whom  The  said  inhabitants  might  pay  the 
Cens  Et  rerites'^  for  their  Lands — Monsieur  Hocquart  appointed 
One  Navarre,  a  young  man  of  acknowledged  integrity,  residing 
at  Detroit,  to  act  as  Eeceiver  of  His  Majesty's  Domain,  and  he 
allowed  him  a  commission  of  four  sols  in  the  Livre  on  the 
moneys  collected  by  him.  Some  years  ago  Monsieur  Hocquart 
granted  that  Individual  a  License  as  Notary,  an  office  he  fills 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants.^ 

iThe  French  land  taxes  were  sunjmed  up  by  the  term  "ceu3  et 
rentes,"  the  first  being  a  feudal  tax  usually  paid  in  kind  1o  the  seignior. 
At  Detroit,  tlie  commandant  of  the  post  had  certain  rights  for  which 
he  received  a  yearly  sum,  but  Detroit  was  not  a  seigniory;  the  term 
"cens  et  rentes"  is  here  doubtless  employed  in  a  collective  sense,  for 
what  the  English  would  call  "Quit-rents"  due  to  the  Crown.  This  tax 
was  usually  one  or  two  sols  (sous)  per  front  foot.  See  Burton,  Cadil- 
lac's Villaoc  (Detroit,  1890). — Eu. 

2  Robert  Navarre  was  born  in  Franco  in  1709,  of  an  illegitimate 
branch  of  the  royal  house  of  that  name.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in 
Canada,  he  was  sent  to  Detroit  as  royal  notary  (1728  or  1730),  where 
in  1704  he  married  Marie  Lothman  de  Barrols.  Thus  was  founded 
one  of  the  most  important  families  among  the  French  habitants.  See 
Hamlin,  Legends  of  Lc  Detroit  (Detroit,  1884);  also  Denissen.  Family 
of  Navarre  (Detroit,  1897).  The  founder,  l^obort  Navarro,  died  in 
1791.— Ed. 
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When  Monsieur  De  Beauliarnois  a]>])oiiited  the  Sieur  Des- 
noyelles  Comniandant  of  that  Post,  he  notified  that  Officer  that 
The  pay  And  The  clothing  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Garrison  to  be 
stationed  there  would  he  at  his  charge.  But  if  sneh  Gar-rison 
exceed  30  men,  as  it  is  necessary  that  It  should,  We  doubt 
whether  any  officer  wishing'  to  do  his  duty  can  undertake  it 
We  will  await  The  orders  you  may  give  us  on  the  subject. 

If  The  affair  of  the  copper  mines  should  have  as  advan- 
tageous results  as  We  have  Reason  to  Hope,  this  Country  will 
become  more  and  more  worthy  of  his  ^Fajesty's  attention  and 
of  the  jealousy  of  our  neighbors.  The  Post  of  ]^^issili^lakinac 
And  That  of  Piviere  St  Joseph,  will  require  the  same  pi'ocau- 
tionary  measures  as  that  of  Detroit.  This  will  at  first  entail 
considerable  expense  upon  his  IVTajesty,  But  there  is  eveiy 
E^eason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  amjdy  com]>ensated  in  The 
future. 

*  -x-  ^  *  -X-  -x-  -X-  * 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Beauiiaenois 
tiocquart 

Quebec,  October  5th,  1736. 


173G:     REPORTS  FROM  THE  i:PPER  COUNTRY 

[Extract  from  the  annual   report  of   Bcaiiharnois  and  Hocquart, 

dated  Oct.  12.  1736.  Transcript  from  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1050- 
1051.1 

■X-                 -X-                 ^-                 *  X-                 -X-                 -X-  ♦ 

Sieur  de  r)eauharnois  reporti^d  last  yvwv  \hc  c.'ni'^o  nf  tlie  ill 
success  attending  Si(Mir  d(^  Ts^oy(>ll(>s'  canipaign  against  tlie  I-'oxcs 
and  the  Sakis.  11(^  has  (he  honor  lo  infurni  you,  My  Lord, 
by  a  private  letter,  of  resolution  a(h)p((Ml  hy  the^(^  Indians,  and 
of  the  dispositions  of  the  Sakis,  according  to  tho  ni>\v-^  lu^  has 
received  from  tlie  conmiandant  at  the  Kiver  St.  dosi'ph. 

Sieur  do  Joncaire,  connnamlant  among  the  (liatMUinons.  has 
written  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  that  his  Indians  I'ontiniunl  to 
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reject  the  evil  advice  of  the  Iroquois,  and  were  disposed  to  fol- 
low their  Father's  pleasure ;  that  they  were  about  sending  Depu- 
ties to  Detroit  to  visit  their  Brothers  the  ITurons,  and  that  they 
would  come  down  to  Montreal  next  Spring,  to  hear  Sieur  de 
Beauhamois'  word  and  obey  it.  They  have  added  that  as  he 
had  located  them  on  the  Beautiful  [Ohio]  river,  they  would 
not,  without  his  orders,  abandon  the  fire  he  had  lighted  for  them 
at  that  place.  Therefore,  although  the  transmigration  of  these 
Indians  to  Detroit  has  not  yet  taken  place,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
from  the  dispositions  they  continue  to  entertain,  that  Sieur  de 
Beauhamois  will  succeed  in  engaging  them  to  do  so.  The 
maxim  of  the  Indians  in  negotiations  of  this  nature,  is  to  have 
frequent  talks  together,  and  nothing  is  terminated  among  them 
until  after  divers  interviews.  This  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
delay  manifested  by  the  Chaouanons.  As  for  the  rest,  M.  de 
Beauhamois  flatters  himself  that  the  business  will  be  terminated 
next  year;  he  will  not  lose  sight  of  it. 

As  regards  the  Miamis,  they  appear  very  quiet  in  their  vil- 
lage, and  M.  de  Beauhamois  has  not  heard  that  any  of  them 
have  dispersed. 

In  the  answer  to  the  King's  Memoir  of  1Y34,  Mess'*  de 
Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  have  explained  the  reasons  which 
had  prevented  M.  d'Arnaud,  who  commanded  the  party  sent 
against  the  Ouiatonons  proceeding  beyond  the  Miamis,  and 
the  motives  which  induced  M.  de  Beauhamois  not  to  push  that 
affair  any  further. 

He  will  add,  in  regard  to  its  probable  consequences,  that  he 
agreed  the  more  readily  to  be  content  with  the  pardon  the 
Ouiatanons  have  solicited  of  him,  inasmuch  ns  there  is  no  doubt^ 
had  Sieur  d'Amaud  continued  his  march,  but  theso  Indians 
would  have  been  advised  thereof  by  the  Mianiia,  their  allies, 
and  have  retired  to  the  Peanguichias  or  Islinois,  who  are 
equally  their  allies,  so  that,  besides  being  unable  to  wreak 
vengeance  on  tlie  Ouitanons,  it  would  be  declaring  war  against 
the  other  nations,  among  whom  they  would  certainly  have  found 
an  asylum,  and  stopping  the  path  to  the  Mississippy  on  our- 
Belvcs.  The  peace  we  have  for  some  time  been  endeavoring  to  os- 
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tablish  in  the  Upper  countries,  and  the  condition  of  affairs  re- 
quired mild  and  moderate  means  to  be  preferred  on  an  occasion 
involving  neither  the  honor  of  the  Erench  nation  nor  the  King^s 
arms,  and  arising  merely  out  of  a  simple  fray  between  some 
drunken  young  Ouitanons  and  two  or  three  Voyageurs,  in  an 
affair  of  trade.  The  proceedings  and  resolution  of  the  French 
of  Detroit  to  wreak  vengeance  for  the  insult  perpetrated  on 
these  Voyageurs,  have  not  been  unknown  to  all  the  iVations, 
and  may,  in,  like  manner,  help  to  restrain  those  of  ihat  (puirter. 
In  fine,  it  has  not  been  until  after  lyiving  weighed  all  these 
considerations  and  the  unfoi-tuiiate  eonsecpicnccs  tliis  iilialr  might 
involve,  which  M.  de  Beauharnois  has  just  explained,  that  he 
deemed  it  prudent,  and  of  infinite  importance  to  the  good  of  the 
Colony,  to  grant  the  Ouitanons  the  pardon  they  asked  of  him, 
rather  than  aggravate  the  trouljk's  ol'  the  lippL'r  c'(jiinU-y,  hy  act- 
ing in  direct  oppusitioaii  to  tiie  views  he  entertains  of  reestablish- 
ing peace,  the  object  so  strongly  reconunended  to  him. 

In  regard  to  the  Scioux,  Sieur  [St.]  Pierre,  who  commanded 
at  that  post,  and  Father  Guignas,  the  J\lissionary,  have  Avritten 
to  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  on  the  lOih  and  11th  of  April  last, 
that  these  Indians  appeared  well  intentioned  towards  the 
French,  and  had  no  other  fear  than  that  of  being  abandoned 
by  them.  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  annexes  an  extract  of  these 
letters;  and  although  the  Scioux  seem  very  friendly,  the  result 
only  can  tell  whether  their  lidelity  is  to  be  absokitely  depended 
on,  for  the  unrestrained  and  inconsistent  spirit  which  composes 
the  Indian  character,  nniy  easily  change  it.  They  have  not 
come  down  this  summer,  as  yet,  but  iM.  de  St.  i'ierre  is  to  get 
them  toi  do  so  next  year,  and  to  have  an  eye  on  {hviv  proceed- 
ings. 

*  *  *  *  -X-  -x-  -x  * 

M.  de  Beauhai-nois  gave  an  account  hist  year  of  the  affair 
of  the  Ohicachas,  and  since  that  time  has  nut  received  any 
news  from  M.  de  Bienville. 

Wo  are  with  most  profound  respect.  My  liord,  Vv»ur  most 
humble  and  obedient  ScM-vants,  Ukauuaknois 

Quioulie,  Octobrr  llitli,  ITilG.  lloCQUAUT 

I  !>!  1  1 
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1736:    CENSUS  OF  THE  INDIAN  TRIBES 

[Extracts  from  an  enumeration  given  by  an  unknown  person* 
dated  Oct.  12,  1736.  Transcribed  from  X.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix..  pp. 
1052-1058.] 

Enumeration  of  the  Indian  Tribes  connected  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Canada;  the  Warriors  and  Armorial 
hearings  of  each  Nation.  1736 
******** 

The  Teles  de  Boule  or  Tribes  of  the  Interior 

These  are  wandering  Savages  who  have  no  knowledge  either 
of  the  order  or  form  of  vilhiges,  and  evince  the  least  intellect; 
they  inhabit  the  mountains  and  lakes  in  the  interior,  from  Three 
Rivers  to  Lake  Superior.  Their  armorial  bearings  are  "un- 
kno^vn,  if  any  they  have. 

******** 

At  Missilimakinah 

The  Outawas  of  this  village  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty  warriors;  the  two  principal  branches  are 
Kiskakons  (1)  and  Sinago  (2)  ;  the  Bear  (1)  and 
Bhick  S([uirrcl  {'2),-  .  .  .  .ISO 

River  Missisague 
The  Missisagues  on  the  river  number  thirty  men,  and 
twenty  men  on  the  Island  called  Manitouatim  of 
J^ako  Huron.     Tbcy  liavc  for  device,  a  Crane,^     .  50 

iThe  authorship  of  this  enumeration  has  been  variously  assigned. 
O'Callaghan  says  it  has  been  supposed  to  be  Joncaire;  but  lie  was 
on  the  Ohio  at  this  date,  and  not  at  Mackinac.  Schoolcraft  {History 
of  Indian  tribes,  rhila.,  1817,  iii,  p.  558),  says  tboro  is  a  note  on 
the  original  MS.,  that  the  compilation  is  supposed  to  have  been  mado 
by  Monsieur  Chauvignerie.  We  think  it  probably  (he  work  of  C6leron 
the  younger,  who  was  commandant  at  Mackinac  at  (hi.s  date,  and 
well  acquainted  with  Indian  tribes. — Ei). 

2  For  the  Ottawa  clans,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  pp.  119,  120.— Ed. 

3 For  location  and  history  of  this  tribe,  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvi,  pp. 
13,  371.  The  Island  is  the  Manitoulin,  at  the  entrance  of  Georgian 
Bay.— Ed. 
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Lake  Superior — At  the  Mouth 

At  the  Falls  of  Saint  Marj  are  the  Sauteurs/  to  the 
number  of  thirty;  they  are  in  two  divisions,  and 
have  for  device,  the  Crane  and  the  Cat  fish,  .  80 

Michipicoion — Ai  North  of  this  Lake^ 

The  Papinakois  and  those  of  the  interior;  the  first  are 

twenty  v^arriors,  and  have  for  device,  a  Hare,        .  20 

River  Ounepigon 

The  Oskemanettigons  are  domiciled  there  to  the  number 
of  forty  v^^arriors.  They  have  for  device,  the  bird 
called   the   Ftisher  .  .  .  ,40 

The  Monsonis,^  who  are  migratory,  estimate  themselves 
two  hundred  men,  and  have  for  device,  a  Moose 
^Original'],  .....  200 

The  Abittibis  and  the  Tetes  de  Boule  come  there  also. 
Some  have  informed  me  that  the  first  have  for  arms, 
the  Partridge  with  the  Eagle.  I  have  already 
stated  that  they  are  in  all  one  Imndred  warriors. 

The  Namewilinis  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  fit  to  bear 

amis.    Tlicy  have  for  device,  a  Sturgeon,*  .  150 

The  tribes  of  the  Savannas,  one  hundred  and  forty  war- 
riors strong,  have  for  armorial  device,  a  ITare,      .  140 

iPor  the  history  of  the  Chippewa  (whom  the  French  called  Saut- 
eiirfl),  see  Minn.  Hist.  Colls.,  v. — Ed. 

2There  was  a  small  French  post  on  the  MIchlpirolon  Ulver,  a  depend- 
ency of  the  larger  one  at  Nipigon. — Ei>. 

8 The  fort  on  the  Nipigon  River  was  found  (o  draw  the  trade  frou 
the  English  at  Hudson  Bay.  It  was  resorted  to  by  a  number  of 
roving  tribes.  The  domiciled  tribe  is  probably  the  loon  totem  of  tho 
Chippewa.  See  Warren,  "History  of  the  Ojibways."  Minn,  llist.  ColU., 
V,  ch.  2.  The  Monsoni  were  a  wandering  Algonciiiian  tribe  north  and 
east  of  Lalte  Nipigon. — En. 

4 Probably  the  Sturgeon  clan  of  the  Chippewa. — Ed. 
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Gamaneitiqo'i/a'^ 

The  Ouace  are  in  number  sixty  men,  and  have  for  device 

a  ,Cat  .iish,  .....  00 

Tecamamiouen/  or  Rainy  Lake 

These  Indians  are  the  same  as  those  who  come  to  E"epi- 
gon.  They  are  about  this  lake  to  the  number  of  one 
hundred  men,        .  .  .  .  .  100 

Lake  of  the  Woods 

The  Cristinaux  are  scattered  hereabout,  to  the  number 
of  two  hundred  warriors.  They  have  for  device, 
the    Wild    goose,  .  .  .  .200 

Lake  Ounepigon 

The  Cristinaux  are  around  this  lake  to  the  number  of 

sixty  men,  .  .  .  .  .60 

Assenipoels.    See  Scioux. 

South  of  Lake  Superior 

Kiouanan  [Keweenaw].  In  this  quarter  there  are  dom- 
iciled forty  San  tours,  who  have  for  device,  the 
Crane  and  tlio  Stac,  .  .  .  .  40 

The  Sauteurs  of  Point  Chagouamigon  are  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  warriors,      ....  160 

The  Scioux,  at  the  head  of  this  lake,  in  the  woods  and 
along  the  lakes,  though  scattered,  are  computed  at 
three  hundred  men,  ....  300 

1  Tlio  post  of  Kanianistigoya  was  I'ouiuleil  before  1718,  to  command 
the  portage  of  Pigeon  River,  called  "the  Grand  Portage."  The  Ouacfi 
may  be  the  same  as  the  tribe  referred  to  in  1G97  as  "l/cs  Ciensappolfia 
dc  L'Outarde  (people  of  the  bustard)  oLherwise  Oiilkaliny."  See 
Margry,  D()gouv.  ct  vtabl,  v,  p.  7. — En. 

•^This  post  waa  fomuled  by  La  V6rendrye  in  the  fall  of  1731,  and 
named  St.  Pierre. — iEo. 
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The  Scioux  of  the  Prairies  are,  in  the  opinion  of  Voya- 
geurs,  over  two  thousand  men,  Their  Armorial 
devices  are  the  Buffalo,  the  Black  Dog  and  the 
Otter,        ......  2000 

The  Asseni])0('ls,  or  Povians  can,  aecoi'ding  to  others,  vie 
with  the  Scioux,  from  whom  they  formerly  sprung. 
They  number  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  tlie  sontli  of 
Lake  Onnepigon,  and  have  for  device,  a  Big  Stone 
or  a  Rock,  .  .  .  .  .150 

The  Puans  have  retired,  since  1728,  to  the  Scioux  to  the 
number  of  eighty;  they  have  for  Armorial  bearings, 
the  Stag,  the  Polecat  (Pichovx),  the  Tiger/  .  80 

The  head  of  Lake  Superior 

The  Ayowois  are  settled  at  the  south  of  tlie  River  de  ^lis- 
souris,  at  the  other  side  of  the  Mississipi.  They  are 
no  more  than  eighty.     They  liavc  for  (h'vice,  a  Fox,  80 

Lahe  Michigan  and  its  dependencies 

The  Folles  Avoines,  north  of  this  lake,  number  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  warriors,    .  .  .  .160 

The  most  considerable  tribes  [have]  for  device,  the  Laro-o 
tailed  Bear,  tlu^  Stag,  a  Kiliou — that  is  a  species  of  E.aglo  (the 
most  beautiful  bird  of  This  country,) — iKTched  on  a  cross. 

In  explanalion  of  a  Cross  forming  lhe  Armorial  bearings  of 
the  Indians,  it  is  stated  that  formerly  a  Chief  of  the  FoUea 
Avoines  finding  himself  dangerously  sick,  consented,  after  trying 
the  ordinary  remedies,  to  see  a  Missionary,  wlio,  Civ>ss  in  hand, 
prayed  to  God  for  his  recover^)',  and  obtain(^d  it  from  his  mercy. 
In  gi-atitude  for  this  benefit,  tlu^  ("^hicf  (h^sircnl  that  to  his  arms 
should  bo  added  a  Cross  on  which  the  Kiliou  has  ever  since  been 
always  perched. 

iThe  word  "picliou  "  was  commonly  used  for  tho  Canadian  lynx  or 
loup  cerrler;  the  "tiger"  was  a  catamount.— Ei). 
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Pouteouatamis.    In  1T28  there  was  a  small  village  of 

this  nation,  retired  on  an  island  to  the  number  of  20 

The  Bay  [La  Baye],  at  the  head  of  this  Lake  is  the  so- 
journ, or  rather  the  countiy  of  the  Sakis.  This 
nation  could  pnt  imder  arms  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  Others  do  not  count  but  oue  hundred  and 
twenty.  They  have  for  device,  a  Crab,  a  Wolf,  and 
a  She-Bear,  .  .  .  .  .150 

Fox  River 

The  river  of  the  Foxes  discharges  into  this  lake.  This 
nation  now  migratoiy,  still  consists,  when  not  sep- 
arated, of  one  hundred  men  bearing  arms.  They 
have  for  devicei,  a  Fox,      ....  100 

TlieKickapous,  formerly  their  allies,  may  be  eight}'  men. 

Thev  hear  for  device,  the  Plioasant  and  tlicOltcu',  80 

The  Maskoutin  has  for  Amiorial  device,  ihe  Wolf  and 

tlie  Stag.    This  nation  is  estimated  at  sixty  men,  GO 

River  Saini  Joseph,  south  of  Lai  c  ^licliigaji 

The  Pouteouatamis,  who  call  themselves  the  Governor's 
eldest  sons,^  compose  the  village  of  the  River  Saint 
Joseph,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  warriors. 
The  principal  tribes  bear  the  Golden  Carp,  tlie 
Frog,  llie  (^rab,  the  Tortoise,  .  .  .  100 

lliere  are  in  the  village  about  ten  Miamis  who  bear  as 

their  arms  a  (Vane,  .  .  .  .10 

Also,  eight  Illinois  Kaskakias,  wliose  device  is  a  feather 

of  an  arrow    — notched;  or  two 

arrows  supported  one  against  the  other  (x)  in 
salllcr  I  like:  a  St.  Au.li-cw's  cro^s.  | 
Tlieso  are  the  nations  best  known  to  us  as  well  along  the 
Grand  Kivcr  of  the  Outawas  as  north  and  south  of  Lukes 

lit  is  probable  that  they  called  themselves  the  "eldest  sons"  becAuse 
they  were  the  ttrst  of  the  nations  at  La  Baye  to  make  an  alliance 
with  tlu;  French,  and  to  visit  Montreal.  See  Wis.  Flist.  Colls.,  xvl, 
pp.  34-50.— Ed. 
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Superior  and  Michigan.  I  propose  now  proceeding  again  from 
Montreal  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Missilimakinak. 

******** 

Lake  Erie  and  Dependencies ;  South  Side 

The  Chaouanons  towards  Carolina,  are  two  hundred 

men,         .  .  .  .  .  .200 

Flatheads.  The  Cherakis,  Chicachas,  Totiris,^  are  in- 
cluded under  the  name  of  Flatheads  by  the  Iroquois, 
who  estimate  them  at  over  six  thousand  men,  in 
more  than  thirty  villages.  I'm  told  they  had  for 
device  a  Vessel  {un  Vaisscau.),     .  .  .  6000 

The  Ontationoue,'^  that  is  tlioso  who  speak  the  language 
of  Men;  so  called  by  the  Iroquois  because  they 
understand  each  other — may  be  fifty  men.  I 
Imow  nothing  of  tliemi,      .  .  .  .50 

The  Miamis  have  for  device  the  Hind  and  the  Crane. 
These  are  the  two  principal  Tribes.  There  is  like- 
wise that  of  the  Bear.  They  are  two  hundred  men, 
l)€aring  arms,        .....  200 

The  Ontationonc,"  that  is  those  who  S|)cak  tiic  language 
same  N"ation,  though  in  different  viHages.  They 
can  place  under  arms  three  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
The  devices  of  these  Indians  are  the  Serpent,  the 
Deer,  and  tlio  Small  Aconi,'  .  .  .  ;'»r>0 

Illinois.  The  Metchigamias  at  Fort  Chartres,  num- 
ber 250  ]iieii,         .  .  .  .  .250 

iThe  Totire  (Tutela)  were  a  small  western  Virginia  tribe,  iden- 
tified by  Powell  as  of  Sioiian  stock.  See  U.  S.  Bur.  I':ih.  h^port,  1885- 
80.  Tlui  English  writers  speak  of  Wwm  as  on  Hii;  S;»n'l.v  \\\\vv  in 
the  latter  years  of  the  17th  century;  and  say  that,  about  tl.at  time, 
they  moved  into  North  Carolina  near  the  Southern  tribes.  Later,  they 
joined  the  Tuscarora  and  wore  incorporatod  into  the  Six  Nations. — Kd. 

^The  Tionnontate  or  Tobacco-Huron  (more  properly.  Wyandot). 
In  1703,  a  remnant  of  this  once  important  tribe  dwelt  near  the  Miami. 
See  Wis.  llist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  224.— En. 

3 For  a  description  of  these  villages,  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  iti. 
376.— Ei). 
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The  Kaskakias,  six  leagues  below,  have  a  village  of  one 

hundred  warriors,  ....  100 

Ihe  Peorias  at  the  ExDck,  are  fifty  men,  .  .  50 

The  Kaokias,  or  Tamarois,  can  furnish  two  hundred 

men,         ....  .  .  200 

All  these  Indians  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Illinois, 

have,  for  device,  the  Crane,  the  Bear,  the  White  Hind,  the 

Fork,  the  Tortoise. 

Lake  Erie;  Detroit 

The  Hurons  at  present  are  two  hundred  men,  bearing 

arms.    They  mark  the  Tortoise,  Bear,  and  Plover,  200 

The  Pouteouatamis  have  a  village  there  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  men."^  They  bear  for  device  the  Golden 
Carp,  the  Frog,  the  Crab,  the  Tortoise.  (See 
Biver  Saint  Joseph,  south  of  Lake  Michigan,)  ....  180 

The  OutaAvas  have  two  villages  there,  composed  of  one  of 
the  tribe  of  Sinagos;  the  other  of  Kiskakons,  and 
may  coimt  twO'  hundred  warriors,  .  .  200 

They  have  the  same  devices  as  those  of  Missilimiakinak ;  that 

is  to  say,  the  Bear  and  Black  Squirrel. 

Lake  Samt  Clair,  which  leads  to  Lake  Huron 

At  the  end  of  the  little  Lake  Saint  Clair,  there  is  a  small 
village  of  Mississagues,  which  numbers  sixty  men. 
They  have  the  same  devices  as  the  Misaissagues  of 
Manitouatin  and  Lake  Ontario;  that  is  to  say,  a 
Cl-ane,       ......  60 

Lake  Huron. 

I  have  spoken  before  of  the  Mississagues  who  are  to  the 
North  of  this  Lake.  On  the  South  side,  T  know 
only  the  Outawas,  who  have  a  village  of  eighty  men 
at  Sagiiinan,  and  for  device  the  Boar  and  Squirrel,  SO 

iNot©  appended  to  text:  "Instead  of  180,  only  100  men  must  be 
counted." 
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Remark. 

All  the  JSTations  have  this  in  eommoii ;  that  a  man  who  goes  to 
war  denotes  himself  as  much  hj  the  device  of  his  wife's  as  by 
that  of  his  own  tribe,  and  never  marries  a  woman  who  carries 
a  similar  de\'ice  to  liis. 

If  time  permitted,  you  would,  Sir,  have  been  better  satisfied 
with  my  researches. 

I  would  have  written  to  the  Interpreters  of  the  Posts,  who 
would  have  furnished  me  with  more  certain  infonnation  than  I 
oould  obtain  from  the  Voyageurs  whom  I  questioned.  I  am 
engaged  in  the  history  of  the  Scioux,  which  you  have  asked  of 
Monsieur  de  f.inerot  [Linciot]. 

MlSSlI,rMAL'I.\AK. 


1736:    LA  RONDE  SENDS  SPECIMENS  OF  COPPER 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  14,  1736.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press- 
mark, "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  65,  c.  11,  fol.  81. "1 

MoNSEiGNEUli — We  have  The  honor  to  inform  Yo\i  that 
Monsieur  De  la  Iixjnde  wlip  was  instructed  to  work  the  (.\)])}x^r 
Mincis  uu  Lake  Siipci'ior,  came  down  from  there  in  tlu'  mouth 
of  August  to  reix)rt  on  his  discoveries,  and  brought  with  him 
About  500  pounds  of  ore  taken  from  two  large  masses  of  copper, 
one  of  which  is  at  the  Tonnagaune  Iviver,  and  tbe  other  on  the 
Shore  of  Lake  Superior  near  the  Piouabic  Kiver.^  We  have 
drawn  up  the  annexed  memorandum  from  what  ho  has  told  us 

iNow  Iron  River,  in  northern  Michigan.  The  word  Pioimblc  (Pewa- 
bic)  signifies  iron,  the  terms  being  in  the  18th  conlury  used  inter- 
changeably. Alexander  Henry,  in  his  Travels  and  Adventures  (Hain 
ed.,  Boston,  1901),  p.  187,  refers  to  this  as  the  •'Piwatic  or  Iron  liivcr. 
Foster  and  Whitney,  "Report  on  Copper  Regions  of  Lake  Superior," 
in  United  Stat(^s  Land  Coniniissioner's  Ilcport,  1S41),  yiiggeslod  Pewa 
bic  as  the  name  of  a  town  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  auil  so  laid  it 
down  on  their  ina|).  A  small  village  of  thai  iiume  is  now  in  Houublon 
County,  near  the  i'ewabic  mine.  -Ed. 

L  ^f'^  J 


1736]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


respecting  the  situation  of  those  mines,  and  everything  con- 
nected therewith.  From  this  You  will  be  able  to  judge,  ^Ion- 
seigneur,  of  tlio  favorable.'  TL)]>cs  to  which  this  first  attempt  gives 
rise,  and  of  the  advantages  that  may  be  expected  from  the  work- 
ing of  those  mines.  Although,  until  now,  there  is  nothing  abso- 
lutely certain  beyond  the  discovery  of  those  two  masses,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  not  the  only  ones  And  that, 
by  digging  at  the  Cape  of  the  Piouabic  River,  similar  Masses 
will  be  found.  All  the  savages  assert  that  Cbpper  is  to  be  found 
at  a  great  many  Places  on  Lake  Su]:x3rior;  from  time  to  time 
they  have  brought  pieces  which  they  have  given  to  Frenchmen 
and  in  particular  to  Father  St.  Pe,  a  Jesuit  ^lissionary  at  Mis- 
silimakinac.^  We  consider  that  these  discoveries  cannot  Ixi  too 
carefully  followed  up.  But,  in  order  to  do  so  at  present  And 
with  success,  it  is  necessary  to  have  The  woikmau  and  The 
artificer  asked  for  by  Monsieur  De  la  Poude.  We  beg,  yo\i, 
Monseigneur,  to  give  orders  that  one  be  found. 

Annexed  hereto  is  The  Statement  of  the  specimens  of  Cop|w 
from  Tonnaganne  And  Piouabic  which  We  will  ])ut  on  board 
the  King's  Ship  and  which  Monsieur  IToccpiart  will  be  careful 
to  deliver  to  you,  Monseigneur. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  resjxjct,  jNEonseigneur,  Your 
Very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servants 

Beauiiakxois 

Quebec,  October  14th,  1730.  IIocquakt 


Statement  of  the  specimens  of  Copper  Sent  to  Monseigneur 
The  Comte  de  Maurepas  hy  The  King's  ship. 

1    Three  small  pieces  from  the  Tonnaganne  'Mine. 
'N^  2    Another  small  piece  of  ore  of  two  coloi*s,  rod.  and 
wliite,  from  the  said  Tonnaganne  Piver. 

J3    Another  small  piece  of  (/oppor,  or  mt>tal  of  sonu^  other 

1  Jean  Baptiste  do  Saint  P6  was  born  Oct.  21.  1(180.  ontorod  (ho  Jesuit 
novitiate  at  the  ago  of  sovonteen,  and  lalor  joined  the  Canada  mission. 
His  first  station  was  among  the  Mlamis.  whonoe  he  wa.^  trnnsforrod 
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kind  which  detached  itself  from,  the  ore  placed  in  the  Crucible, 

and  flew  out  of  it  during  the  melting,  while  an  assay  was  being 
made  by  Monsieur  De  la  Eonde.  This  small  Ingot  comes  from 
the  same  Place  aforesaid  and  from  the  same  block  of  Copper 
mentioned  in  the  memorandum  of  the  said  Sieur  De  la  Eonde. 

N°  4  .  several  specimens  of  the  Soil  or  kind  of  Soil 
adhering  and  contiguous  to  the  same  block  aforesaid. 

IST^  A  A  large  piece  of  ore,  weighing  About  110  pounds, 
marked  A.  on  one  of  the  faces,  from  the  Piouabic  River. 

Another  Idem,  weighing  66  pounds,  also  marked  A,  from  the 
same  Place. 

Several  other  Pieces,  large  and  small,  also  from  the  Piouabic 
E.iver,  without  any  number. 

The  Copper  is  in  two  cases,  N°  7  &  IST^  8,  which  Monsieur 
de  Beauhamois,  Intendant,  is  to  take  out  in  order  to  Send  them 
to  Monseigneur. 


1736:    PENSION  FOR  A  HABITANT  WOUNDED  IN  THE  FOX 

WARS 

[Letter  from  Beauhamois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct.  16,  1736.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g§n.,  vol.  66,  c.  11,  fol.  77."] 

Monseigneur — ^We  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  List  of 
the  soldiers  and  other  Subjects  who  liave  presented  themselves 
last  year  and  this  year  also  to  obtain  the  half  pay.^  We  beg 
you  to  procure  it  for  them.  Tliesc  are  old  soldiers  who  have 
done  good  service  and  who  are  all  unable  to  subsist  without  that 
aid.  With  respect  to  Jacques  Reel,  a  habitant,  ns  be  is  Crippled 
from  the  effects  of  the  Wound  that  he  received  in  1733  in  tJie 
war  against  the  Renards  and  sakis.  We  trust,  Monseigneur,  that 

to  Mackinac,  1735-3G.  After  this  he  returncl  to  Montreal,  where  h»3 
was  resident  superior  (1748-54).  Twice  he  scM  vod  as  superior  of  nil 
Canada  (17;jy  4S.  nnd  a{;ain  in  1754).— Ed. 

iMari',inal  note  on  MS.:  "Propose  only  the  number  nocossary  to 
replace  those  who  died  in  previous  years.  Letter  of  May  2nd,  1735 
to  Monsieur  Hocquart." 
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you  will  be  pleased  to  allow  him  10  livres  per  month  to  help 
him  in  providing  for  himself.  Moreover,  such  a  reward  will 
be  an  encouragement  to  the  other  habitants  whenever  warlike 
expeditions  are  undertaken. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants 

Beauhabnois 

Quebec,  October  16th,  1736.  HoCQUART 
Indorsed:    "Received  the  15th  of  April,  1737.    The  16th  of  October, 
1736.    Invalid  Fund.    Monsieur  Hocquart." 


1736:    CONDITION  OP  THE  FOXES  AND  SAUK 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  17,  1736. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  05,  c.  11,  fol.  142.] 

Monseigneur — I  have  Received  the  letter  that  you  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  me  on  the  Seventeenth  of  April  last  with 
Reference  to  The  affair  of  the  Renards  and  Sakis. 

I  fully  expected,  Monseigneur,  that  the  ill  Success  of  that 
Expedition  would  not  be  agreeable  to  the  King.  Nevertlieless, 
you  Know  that  I  took  every  Care  to  ensure  a  Successful  result, 
and  you  were  even  pleased  to  write  me  on  the  nineteenth  of 
April  of  last  year  that  His  Majesty  had  approved  the  orders  tliat 
I  had  given  to  the  Sieur  Denoyelle,  and  the  measures  I  had 
taken. ' 

When  I  Informed  you  of  Tlio  Condition  of  the  Renards 
after  tlio  Attack  made  On  Them  by  the  Sieur  de  Villiers,  I 
stated  ISTothing,  Monseigneur,  beyond  what  Had  been  written  to 
me  from  all  tlie  Posts  of  the  upper  country;'  and  I  liavc  since 

1  Father  le  RoullenKcr,  Jesuit  missionary  uiuoni;  llio  Illinois,  wroto 
to  the  Minister  in  178G:  "The  court  was  dcceivod  when  it  was  In- 
formed that  the  Kenardy  were  destroyed.  1st.  In  the  colony  of  Canaila 
they  have  incurred  move  expenses  than  are  necessary  to  destroy  the 
Renards;  hut  they  have  treated  them  too  gently,  and  this  manawment 
has  only  served  to  auKUient  the  expenses,  and  to  render  this  nation 
more  insolent.  2n(l.  In  order  to  aueoeed,  the  natives  of  tlie  two  colo- 
nies of  ('anada  and  Louisiana  must  be  unitod.    Sd.  Nothing  must  be 
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learned  that  The  increase  in  the  number  which  I  Had  the  honor 
of  mentioning  to  You  as  being  that  of  the  Renards  Remaining 
at  that  time,  AVas  due  to  the  fact  tliat  all  the  Savages  Avho  had 
Eenards  Slaves,  had  Returned , them,  and  that  the  tribes  sup- 
plied them  with  gnans  and  ammunition. 

You  may  imagine,  Monseigneur,  that  the  Savages  have  their 
policy  as  we  have  Ours,  and  that  they  are  not  greatly  pleased 
at  seeing  a  nation  destroyed,  for  Fear  that  their  tuni  may  come. 

They  manifest  Much  ardor  towards  the  French,  and  act  quite 
diiferently  We  have  had  a  Recent  proof  of  Tiiis  among  the 
Outawois,  who  have  begged  for  mercy  for  the  Sakis,  although 
they  Had  an  Interest  in  Avenging  the  death  of  their  people  and 
of  their  gi'cat  chief. 

The  Savages  as  a  rule  greatly  fear  the  French,  but  they  do 
not  love  them.  All  that  they  manifest  towards  them  is  ^sTever 
Sincere. 

You  will  Observe,  Monseigneur,  in  the  Reply  to  the  King's 
Memorial  of  one  thousand  Seven  lluiidix^d  and  thirty  four,  that 
the  Sieur  Denoyelle  had  orders  to  pass  by  Detroit  to  lovy  the 
hurons  and  other  Savages  at  that  post ;  and  that  I  had  ordered 
him,  in  His  Instructions  respecting  the  request  of  the  Outawois, 
to  grant  the  Sakis  theii-  Lives  if  llicy  del ixcrcnl  up  the  Reiuirds 
to  him.  He  had  also  orders  to  consult  there  with  Monsieur 
Peau,  the  other  Officers,  and  the  tribes,  respecting  the  measures 
to  be  taken  in  accordance  with  the  information  he  might  have. 
He  was  cxtreiuely  hhuharrassed  by  the  (pu'stion  })ut  to  him  at  tho 
Council,  by  the  Hurons  asking  whether  he  had  orders  to  destroy 
the  Sakis  with  the  Renards,  and  saying  that  otherwise  they 

concealed  from  the  savages.  If  the  Iroquois  had  known,  that  it  was 
desired  to  pardon  the  Sakis,  they  would  not  have  niarrlud;  or  they 
would  not  have  been  the  cause  of  a  division  such  as  that  which  caus^^d 
Monsieur  de  Noyelles's  enterprise  to  fail.  Ith.  Soldiers  are  in  no  wise 
suitable  for  a  march  of  six  m,onths  by  land.  Incai)able  of  providing 
their  own  subsistence,  they  arc  a  charge  upon  the  savap:es.  which 
gives  rise  to  complaints.  For  such  expeditions,  only  Canadians, 
accustomed  to  this  kind  of  jo\irncya.  should  be  employed."— Ferland. 
Cours  dlfistoirc  dn  Canada  (Quebec.  ISGf)),  ii,  p.  -141.— En. 
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would  not  march.  He  told  them  Without  other  Explanation, 
that  he  had  orders  to  Eat  up  hoth  nations.  He  Detached  two 
canoes  to  Send  word  to  the  Sieur  De  Celeron  who  commanded 
at  Missilimakinac,  and  to  indicate  a  Rendezvous  to  Him.  Ha 
left  Detroit  to  go  to  the  Miamis,  and  Afterward  to  the  Ouja- 
tanons  in  order  to  Keep  the  Savages  away  from  the  Kiver  St 
Joseph  where  Six  cahins  of  Sakis  had  taken  Eefuge.  As  soon 
as  tlie  hurons  arrived  amonp:  the  Kickapoux  tliC}'  held  a  council 
with  the  Iroquois,  and  said  to  the  Sieur  Denoyelle :  ''Thou 
hast  told  us  that  We  should  eat  the  Sakis  and  the  Renards. 
There  are  Sakis  at  the  Ilivor  St  Josepli ;  we  Avill  he^-in  by  de- 
stroying these."  In  vain  did  he  Remonstrate  Avith  the  hurons, 
and  tell  them  the  orders  he  had  received;  they  Would  listen 
to  uotliiu^'  aud  dciwrtod  froiii  liim  in  thali  faphion. 

It  was  not,  Monseigneur,  the  Passage  through  the  country 
of  the  miamis  tliat  caused  the  hurons  to  abandon  Him.  The 
Sole  reason  Avas  tliat  Avhicli  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  giving 
You ;  for  it  was  our  settled  Savages  Avho  asked  that  they  uiight 
pass  by  the  lakes  that  they  might  more  easily  procure  Food 
along  the  Road.  The  Provisions  that  we  give  them  previous 
to  their  departure  when  they  go  to  war,  are  left  by  tliom  at  the 
Village  for  the  Subsistence  of  their  families,  and  this  cannot 
be  Prevented.  Moreover,  before  le'aving  la  Cliine,  they  had 
agreed  to  pass  through  the  country  of  the  miamis  in  order  to 
induce  tliem  to  join  the  oxjxKlition.  They  chanted  llie  Avar- 
song  Avith  Them  at  that  Place,  and  it  Avas  tlie  miamis  Avhom  the 
Siour  l)cn()y(>ll(!  had  lironglit  \viili  liim  to  M('iitv(>a1  wlio  wore 
the  first  to  strike  the  Post  at  that  feast. 

If  the  Sieur  Denoyelle  did  not  induce  the  Savages  \^^  uuirdi 
Avith  him,  it  may  be  due  to  the  Voyagenrs,  who  no  doubt 
Secretly  dissuaded  them  from  it  for  their  own  Interests,  as  hixs 
happened  several  times. 

This  Ail'air  does  not  appear,  ]\Ionscigneur,  to  liavc^  bad  any 
regrettable  results.  On  the  contraiy,  the  Collar  givcMi  to  tlie 
Sakis  on  my  behalf  by  the  Sieur  Denoyelle,  lias  had  nil  The 
effect  I  could  have  Hoped. 
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Tli6  Sieur  De  St  Pierre,  the  commandant  among  the  Scioux, 
and  Father  Guignas,  the  missionary  of  that  Post,  Wrote  me  on 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  April  last  that  Onabasseban  or  le 
Chat  hlan,  the  great  Chief  of  the  Sakis,  Had  Come  to  tell 
them  on  the  first  of  the  same  month  that  the  Renards  Were 
about  to  divide  Themselves  into  several  war  parties,  and  attack 
on  all  sides,  since  they  had  no  longer  any  Hope  of  their  Lives ; 
that  all  that  he  could  obtain  from  them  Was  that  they  should 
suspend  Their  Expeditions  Until  his  return  ;  that  after^vard  they 
would  act  according  to  the  good  or  bad  tidings  he  might  bring 
them;  that  as  for  Him  and  His  people,  they  had  Resolved  to 
separate  from  that  desperate  nation. 

The  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  Replied  to  him :  ^'Since  the  Sakis 
Axe  the  cause  of  the  Renards  Still  Being  in  a  Condition  to 
give  trouble  because  they  have  not  abandoned  them,  you  should 
now  Prevent  Them  from  Carrying  out  their  evil  design,  and 
Induce  Them  to  remain  quiet  Until  Onontio,  to  whom  I  Shall 
Write,  has  made  Known  His  Intentions." 

A  proposal  was  made  to  the  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  to  let  them 
form  Villages  partly  with  the  Puants  in  whom  they  had  con- 
fidence and  partly  with  the  Sakis,  that  tlien  there  would  no 
longer  be  any  question  of  the  Renards.  Le  ]\[oyue,  tlie  Sakis 
chief  who  is  faithful  to  the  French  and  Onnontate,  a  Nipis- 
singue  chief.  Came  down  to  bring  me  this  N'ews.  They  asked 
me  what  my  plans  were  and  I  sent  them  Back  saying  that  I 
Was  a  good  Father  who  forgave  liis  Children  when  they  asked 
for  mercy;  that  I  Willingly  granted  the  Sakis  Their  Lives, 
because  I  Was  informed  that  what  they  had  done  was  solely 
tlirongh  the  solicitation  of  the  Renards;  that  I  also  wished  to 
have  pity  on  the  Renards  And  to  grant  ibrm  tboir  Lives,  since 
the  Sakis  nskcd  me  to  pardon  Them,  but  only  on  condition  that 
they  should  disperse  among  the  nations,  and  lhat  no  mention 
should  Fver  bo  made  of  the  nanio  of  the  Renards,  who  had  so 
often  Disturbed  the  earth.  This,  IMonscMiz-nour,  was  the  best 
line  of  conduct  that  I  could  follow  with  resjx^ct  to  that  post, 
which  the  Sieur  Do  St  Pierre  had  written  to  nie  they  would 
be  obliged  to  abandon,  and  that  there  Was  danger  in  driving 
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tlie  Eonards  to  despair  because  the  Scioiix  intended  to  give  ihem 
an  Asylum.  The  unfortunate  affair  of  Monsieur  Dartaguiette, 
which  has  made  All  the  Savages  still  more  Insolent  than  they 
were,  has  contributed,  in  no  slight  degree,  to  induce  me  to  take 
this  decision.^ 

Tlie  8ieiii'  De  Lusignai),"'  the  cunnnandant  at  tlie  liiver  St 
Joseph,  Wrote  me  on  the  eighth  of  July  last  that  the  Sakis  with 
their  women  and  Children  Had  started  on  the  first  of  the  Same 
month  to  Come  to  his  post  to  beg  for  their  lives.  By  another 
Letter  uf  the  same  Date,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  learned 
from  His  Savages  that  tlie  Ivenards  had  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  some  of  the  Prairie  Scioux  on  The  other  side  of  the  Mi^ 
eissipi.  I  have  Had  the  honor  of  conveying  this  information 
in  the  King's  memorial. 

I  think,  ]\[onseigneur,  that  when  they  Learn  the  Keply  that 
I  gave  to  le  Moyne  and  to  onnontate  they  will  leave  the  Scioux 
(if  they  Are  with  Them)  to  form  villages  with  tlie  Puants  and 
the  Sakis. 

By  a  third  letter  of  the  twenty  fifth  of  July,  the  Sieur  De 
lusignan  informs  me  that  the  Sakis  came  to  the  Eiver  St  Joseph 
on  the  nineteenth  of  the  same  month ;  that  they  came  to  His 

1  Beauharnois  here  refers  to  the  defeat  and  capture  in  March,  1736, 
of  a  Frencn  detachment  I'rom  the  posts  of  the  Wabash  and  the  Ulinoi'', 
who  were  on  their  way  lo  second  the  expedition  of  Bienville  from 
Louisiana  against  the  Chickasaw.  Pierre  D'Artaguette  was  tlie  leader 
of  the  northern  division  of  the  army,  which  having  failed  to  make 
a  junction  v/ith  the  main  body,  attacked  the  Chickasaw  with  disas- 
trous results.  Twenty-two  French  were  taken  prisoners,  among 
others  the  commander,  the  Jesuit  niissionary  S6nat,  V'inconnes,  one 
of  tho  Sieurs  do  St.  Ange,  and  other  oIHcers,  most  of  whom  wore  tor- 
tured and  burned  at  the  stake. — 

^i*aul  Louis  Dazenard,  Sieur  de  Lusignan,  was  born  in  IG'.U.  and 
being  made  ensign  in  the  colonial  troops  in  17-1,  sorvod  long  and  ar- 
duously, obtaining  a  lieutenancy  in  17:55,  and  a  captaincy  in  1741. 
After  commanding  at  River  St.  Joseph.  1735  39.  he  v.'as  among  llie 
Sioux  in  1745;  in  charge  of  Fort  Frederic.  1755;  and  at  the  poi^l  of 
danger.  Fort  Carillon  (Tlconderoga) .  1757  58.  I^ater  (1759),  ho  com- 
manded at  Isle  aux  Noix,  and  was  at  St.  John  in  17G0. —  K». 
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fort.,  quite  naked  and  in  tears,  to  offer  him  a  Calumet  and  to  beg 
for  their  Lives;  that  they  Were  Followed  by  the  Chiefs  and 
elders  of  the  Poutouatamis,  Jlinois,  ]\[iamis,  And  Outawois 
who  had  Gone  to  meet  Them  and  take  them  Food,  because 'one 
of  their  People  had  come  to  tell  them  that  they  had  none.  He 
adds  that  they  have  Established  themselves  at  The  Place  that 
he  pointed  out  to  them,  Between  the  Poutouatamis,  Mi  am  is  and 
Jlinois  Villac^es,  and  that  they  asked  him  leave  to  go  down  to 
Montreal  next  spring*  to  beg  for  mercy.  He  has  Sent  me  their 
Words  and  His  Answers. 

The  E'ations  Established  On  the  bank  of  the  Missouris  who 
last  year  Joined  five  or  Six  hundred  Savages  And  French  Voy- 
agour?,  liave  all  (ione  homo  Witliout  having  done  anything. 

I  Remain  with  very  profound  Pespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauiiarnois 

Quebec,  October  17th,  1736. 


1737:    THE  KING'S  ORDERS  FOR  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Extracts  from  the  yearly  iiioiiiorial  of  the  kinjr  in  reply  to  tho 
report,  of  the  governor  and  intendant.  Transcript  from  N.  Y.  Colon. 
Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1059,  lOGO.l 

^  -X-  -x-  ->t  -x-  *  -x- 

His  Majesty  has  leanied  with  pleasure  that  Captain  \)oi\- 
noyelles'  expedition  against  the  Foxes  and  Sacs  in  I7i).">  lins 
not  been  attended  by  any  bad  consequences.  As  lie  causes  his 
intentions  regarding  those  Indians  to  be  fully  explained  t<>  the 
Marqtiis  de  Beauhariiois,  he  will  cont(  nl  himself  \\crc  to  riM'om- 
mend  him  to  conform  lh(^re(o. 

Ho  hopes  lo  learn  that  the  Chnounnons  will  liav(^  l<(^pt  the 
promise  th(\y  gave  Sieur  Jonciiirc,  eoiniiiniidiint  in  tlieir 
country,  lo  conu^  down  this  spring  to  Montnal,  to  bear  the 
Manpiis  de  ]?eatdi:irnois  (lise(Uirs(^  ou  (heir  nngratiiui.  It  h 
probable  that,  should  they  (l(M(UMinii(>  on  (hat  course,  tliey  will 
easily  Ix'  jxTsuaded  dv  seltle  :il    Pelmit;  iiud   (li;il   it   i<  very 
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desirable,  so  as  to  protect  the  fidelity  of  these  Indians  against 
the  insinuations  of  the  English.  But  the  delay  they  interpose 
to  that  movement  induces  his  Majesty  to  apprehend  that  the 
Marquis  de  Beauharnois  will  meet  with  more  difficulties  than 
he  had  anticipated,  and  that  the  English,  with  whom  his  Maj- 
esty is  informed  they  trade,  had  made  sufficient  progress  among 
them  to  dissuade  them  therefrom.  However  that  may  be, 
Sieur  de  Beauharnois  should  neglect  nothing  to  accomplish  that 
removal;  and  this  object  deserves  now  the  more  attention  by 
reason  of  the  settlement  which  a  party  of  Cherakis  and  Chicka- 
chas  has  made  on  the  river  Oio,  as  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  must 
be  aware. 

His  Majesty  is  satisfied  with  his  explanations  respecting  his 
determination  in  1Y34  not  to  press  the  affair  that  occurred 
among  the  Ouiatanons,  and  to  be  content  with  the  pardon  these 
Indians  demanded  of  him.  A  mild  and  moderate  policy  is 
always  preferable,  when  it  can  be  pursued  without  affecting  the 
honor  of  the  ISTation  and  the  glory  of  His  Majesty's  arms.  But 
there  are  occasions  when  it  may  be  absolutely  necessary  not  to 
stop  short,  and  when  such  policy  may  be  accompanied  by  very 
unfortunate  consequences.  It  is  for  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  to 
decide  on  the  course  he  is  to  adopt  in  occurring  circumstances, 
and  his  Majesty  cannot  but  rely  on  his  zeal  and  pmdenee. 
As  respects  the  Scioux:  according  to  what  the  commandant 
and  Missionary  at  that  post  have  written  to  Sieur  de  Beau- 
harnois, relative  to  the  dispositions  of  these  Indians,  nothing 
appears  to  be  wanting  on  that  point.  But  their  delay  in  com- 
ini;'  down  to  Montreal  since  llie  lini(*  tliey  ]ir(iniis(M]  to  do  so, 
must  render  their  sentiments  somewhat  auspccte(],  and  nothing 
but  facts  can  detennine  wlietlier  their  fidelity  can  nb?(^lutoly 
relied  on.  But  what  must  still  further  increase  the  uneasiness 
to  be  entertained  in  their  regard,  is  the  attack  on  the  convoy 
of  M.  de  la  Veranderie,^  especially  if  this  officer  has  adopted 

iThe  Sioux  attacked  on  June  8,  17o(>,  a  party  of  Iwenty-onfi  French 
sent  by  Sieur  dc  la  V^rondryn,  in  charge  of  his  oUlest  son.  lo  convoy 
the  Jesuit  missionary,  Aulneau,  to  Mackinac,  and  massacred  the  enliro 
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the  course  he  had  informed  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois  he 
should  take,  to  have  revenge  therefor.  His  Majesty  will  wait 
impatiently  Sieur  de  Beauhamois'  report  of  what  shall  have 
been  done  on  that  subject,  and  is,  meanwhile,  persuaded  that 
ho  will  have  adopted  such  measures  as  will  have  appeared 
to  him  the  most  suitable  for  the  public  service. 
Versailles,  May  10th,  1737. 


1737:    COPPER  MINES;  INDIAN  CONDITIONS 

[Extracts  from  the  yearly  report  of  Beaiiharnois.  MS.  in  archives 
of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n., 
vol.  67,  c.  11,  fol.  139."] 

Copper  Mines.  This  year  we  have  no  Tnterestinp^  Beport  to 
make  to  His  Majesty  with  reference  to  the 
copper  mines.  The  son  of  the  Sieur  do  la  Bonde  merely  wrote 
to  the  Sieur  de  Beauharnois  that  he  had  endeavored  to  approach 
the  alleged  Island  of  copper  in  his  battoau,  But  that  stress  of 
Weather  had  compelled  him  to  put  into  port,  his  Sail  having 
been  Tom  by  a  Squall. 

The  Sieur  La  Bonde,  the  Elder,  who  left  for  his  Bost  in  the 
month  of  may,  wrote  us  from  sault  Ste  !Marie  at  the  Entrance 
of  Lake  superior  that  he  was  waiting  for  the  miners  that  are 
to  be  sent  him  and  he  promises  that  if  they  arrive  we  sliall 
receive  Information  next  year  of  everything  connected  with  the 
Mines.  A  few  Days  after  the  arrival  n\'  the  Kiiiii's  Slii]^  we 
Bent  the  Forsters,  father  and  son,  to  Missilimakinac.  They 
will  pass  the  winter  at  that  Bost  and  next  Spring  Tboy  will  he 
in  a  Bosition  to  ])rococ(l  to  tlu>  jioiiit  of  rhagoiiamigon  nndor 
the  orders  of  Sicnir  La  Boiuh^  We  have  written  tluit  otlicor 
to  make  a  profitable  Use  of  them,  to  make  tliem  inspect  the 
various  Blaccs  where  he  has  discovered  Clipper  mines  and  to 

party.  This  tool:  place  on  an  island  in  tl»c  LaUc  of  the  Woods,  sovon 
leagnes  from  Fort  St.  Charles.  For  Ihc  life  and  lotlors  of  Father 
Aulneau,  see  Jcs.  Ucl.,  Ixvili. —  En. 
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Confer  witli  them  in  regard  to  what  is  proper  to  do  for  the 
Buccess  of  His  Undertaking.  At  the  same  time  we  Explained 
to  him  how  greatly  It  was  to  his  Interest  to  act  promptly.  If 
the  Tonnagane  mine  can  he  Worked,  the  peace  jnst  concluded 
hetween  the  Cristinaux  and  the  Santenx  of  la  pointe  is  of  the 
greatest  advantage  as  regards  the  peaceful  exploitation  of  the 
mines.  But  with  respect  to  this  circumstance  as  well  as  to  all 
others  connected  with  those  Miues,  We  hope  that  the  Sieur  de 
la  Ronde  will,  next  year,  place  us  in  a  Position  to  send  An 
accurate  Report  thereof  to  his  Majesty.  We  cannot  at  present 
compel  him  to  huild  a  second  Bark  at  Detroit,  as  he  bound  him- 
self to  do,  Until  he  is  more  certain  of  the  success  of  his  Enter- 
prise. He  would  thereby  be  forced  to  incur  Expense  which  he 
would  be  imable  to  meet  and  which,  moreover,  would  be  abso- 
lutely Useless  should  his  success  not  equal  his  Hopes. 

The  Sieurs  de  Beauhamois  and  hocquart  have  received  the 
Edict  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  issue  in  favor  of  the 

Coureurs  de  bois.  This  Edict  has  been 
Amnesty  for  the  Registered  in  the  records  of  the  Council 
Coureurs  de  bois.    and  piiblished  in  the  usual  manner.  They 

have  sent  Copies  thereof  to  all  the  Posts 
of  the  upper  country  so  that  all  who  are  interested  may  be 
informed  of  the  same.  They  will  be  careful  to  see  that  the  new 
prohibitions  against  the  coureurs  de  bois  Are  Enforced. 

******** 

The  Renards  and  Sakis  have  not  struck  a  blow  since  the 
affair  of  the  Sieur  Des  Noyelles.    On  the  contrary  they  have 
always  begged  for  their  lives  since  Then  and 
Renards  and    have  again  asked  the  same  this  year  through  the 
Sakis.        Outaouacs,   sinayos,   Kiskacoiis,^  the  Poutoiiata- 
mis  of  the  river  St  Joseph,  the  folles  avoines, 
and  the  Puants  who  came  down  to  Montreal. 


1  These  belonged  to  Ottawa  clans;  see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xvl.  pp.  30, 
120.— Ed. 
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The  Chaoiianons  must  have  gone  on  an  embassy  to  Detroit 
this  year.    Their  departure  was  delayed  solely  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  waiting  for  the  Kiliskouakis, 
Chaoiianons  Their  allies,  who  Avere  bringing  them  Porcelain.' 

They  caused  themselves  to  be  announced  by  means 
of  two  branches  of  Porcelain  whereof  Mekinac,  the  great  chief 
of  the  Outaouacs  was  the  bearer. 

Oiiiatanons       The  Sieur  de  Beauhamois  has  nothing  to  add 
to  the  report  he  made  last  year  with  regard  to  the 
Oiiiatanons.    Gentle  measures  have  had  a  good  Effect  as  that 
nation  has  not  ceased  to  wage  war  against  the  Chicachas. 

The  post  in  the  sioux  country  has  been  Evacuated  by  the 
Sieur  de  St  Pierre.  The  sioux  stiTick  the  sauteux  of  the  point 
of  Chagoiiamigon  in  the  month  of  May.  The  sauteux 
Sioux  raised  a  band  to  avenge  the  Blow  struck  at  them.  They 
Induced  the  puants  to  take  part  in  their  quarrel; 
this  compelled  the  Sieur  de  St  Pierre  to  abandon  his  Post  and 
to  bum  the  fort 

The  Sieur  de  la  Verandeire  has  come  down  to  Montreal  and 
reports  that  the  Crist inaiix,  assiniboils  and 
Cristinaux,      Monsonis  savages  started  at  the  melting  of 
Assiniboils,  etc.  the  Snows  to  Avenge  the  blow  struck  at  the 

French  last  year. 
Iroquois       The  sonontouans  are  to  come  down  to  Montreal 
next  Spring. 


1737:    DETROIT;  THE  GARRISON  SHOULD  BE  INCREASED 

ILetter  of  Hocquart  to  the  Frencli  Minister,  diitod  Oct.  7.  1737.  Source, 
same  as  preceding  docuincnt,  but  fol.  nOS.l 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  am  replying  alone  to  the  Letter  you  did 
US  the  honor  of  writing  to  us  jointly  on  April  10  Inst  with 
reference  to  Detroit.  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois  will  do  like- 
wise and  wc  liave  made  an  agreement  to  tliat  <^lT(H't.    T  have 

1  Probably  this  wan  one  of  ihv  Shawnee  trilies.  wbieh  is  ordinarily 
called  KiskaROcke.— Eu. 
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coimmmicatcd  to  him  all  the  contents  of  this  Letter  ^vhich  I 
had  drafted  as  a  Joint  Letter. 

The  concessions  granted  at  that  post  are  in  Truth  an.  Induce- 
ment to  the  habitants  to  till  the  Land  better  than  they  have 
hitherto  done,  But,  Monseigneur,  you  cannot  expect  any  marked 
progress  unless  a  strong  garrison  is  ix)sted  there.  At  the  be- 
ginning it  should  consist  of  at  least  60  men  with  a  stationary 
commandant,  a  second  in  command,  a  third  officer,  a  fourth 
officer  to  act  as  Adjutant,  so  that  there  may  be  some  regularity 
in  the  service.  This  is  the  only  way  to  make  ourselves  re- 
spected by  the  savages  whose  Minds  are  being  turned  every 
Daj  through  their  frequent  communications  with  the  English 
to  whom  they  are  attracted  by  the  cheapness  of  the  Goods  for 
which  they  trade  with  them,  and  by  the  Brandy  which  is 
abundantly  distributed  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  beaver 
trade,  which  for  a  long  tim.e  to  come  will  still  be  the  most  valu- 
able source  of  profit,  will  be  destroyed  unless  we  endeavor  to 
control  the  savages  by  fear,  to  which  should  be  added  presents, 
the  better  to  attach  them  to  us. 

Of  those  60  soldiers  in  garrison  some  will  settle  on  the  Spot 
every  year  and  becomiC  good  habitants.  And  they,  with  such 
voyageurs  as  may  likewise  settle  there,  will  in  a  few  years  con- 
stitute a  good  militia  force  capable  of  Overawing  the  Savages 
and  opposing  tlie  Enterprises  the  English  miglit  some  day  At- 
tempt against  that  Post — which  is  the  central  point  of  the  upper 
country  and  will  be  capable  of  rendering  assistance  to  all  the 
posts,  and  of  preventing  interruption  of  communication  between 
this  Colony  and  tliat  of  Louisiana.  We  liavc  jointly  represented 
the  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  troops  to  form  fresh 
Garrisons  and  to  strengthen  the  old  ones.  Such  incron?e  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  both  as  regards  the  safety  of  tho  coun- 
try and  the  Interests  of  good  order,  the  nuuntenanco  of  author- 
ity and  strict  police  in  the  Interior  of  the  Colony. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  but  few  regidar  troo}>s  in  new  Eng^ 
land,  but  Insubordination  and  Independence  reign  there,  an 
evil  to  be  foreseen  and  Avoided  in  tho  [French]  Colonies  es}io- 
cially  in  this  one  where  the  population  is  beginning  to  be 
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mimeroTis  and  has  been  allowed  to  live  with  a  little  too  much 
liberty. 

The  proposed  plan,  according  to  what  you  write  us,  would 
for  the  present  consist  merely  in  Placing  a  stationary  com- 
mandant there.  To  me  it  seems  certain,  that  the  officer  ap- 
pointed on  that  footing  and  for  whom  you  would  obtain  some 
favor  from  the  ]Cinc;  luidit  to  some  extent  contribute  (o  the 
increase  of  that  Establishment  by  his  Example,  his  care  and 
his  efforts  to  urge  the  people  to  till  the  Soil;  But  he  will  not 
succeed  in  increasing  the  number  of  families  or  at  least  he  will 
experience  very  great  difficulty  in  doing  so.  Soldiers  alone 
began  the  Establishment  of  Detroit  when  Monsieur  de  La 
Mothe  Cadillac  commanded  there,  and  they  alone  can  maintain 
it  at  present.  The  majority  of  the  Voyageurs  are  too  busy  and 
too  fond  of  Trading  to  allow  us  to  hope  of  their  settling  there 
and  devoting  themselves  to  the  cultivation  of  tl:e  Soil. 

A  commandant  at  Detroit  as  that  Post  is  at  present  Estab- 
lished could  not  live  there  unless  he  carried  on  some  trade. 
Wo  cannot  help  permitting  him  to  do  so  and  in  such  case  he 
extends  it  according  to  his  industi-y. 

We  might  fann  out  Detroit  and  even  derive  a  profit  of  from 
3000  to  4000  livres  per  annum  by  allowing  the  fanner  to  sell 
all  the  Brandy  he  wished.  In  such  case  he  would  undertake  to 
pay  all  the  present  cxi)enses  uf  the  ])<)st.  But  such  a  slop 
would  entail  other  Drawbacks  Equally  detrimental  to  the  growth 
of  Detroit.  The  farmer  would  be  at  liberty  to  put  such  price 
upon  goods  as  he  might  think  proper;  the  old  residents  who  are 
beginning  to  cultivate  their  Lands  would  soon  decide  to  abandtm 
tliem.  And  it  is  certain  that  they  Avould  not  be  ro]dacod  by 
others.  For  the  same  reason  the  Savages  wiuild  tnko  a  di^^liko 
to  trading  wilh  the  French.  Finally  freedom  of  Trade  is 
absolutely  necessary  at  the  beginning  of  Establishments  of 
that  Kind,  and  the  one  proposed  herein  is  the  only  plan  T  deem 
suitable  for  the  carrying  out  of  your  lnl(>ntions. 

At  present  the  garrison  of  Detroit  consists  of  17  soldiers; 
the  Sieur  Do  Noyellcs  has  to  caiTy  thither  their  pay  and  uni- 
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forms  and  is  bound  to  defray  the  ordinary  Expenses  of  the 
Post. 

It  devolves  upon  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  to  submit  to  you 
the  name  of  the  officer  whom  he  deems  most  suitable  for  the . 
appointment  as  v^ell  as  the  rank  that  should  be  given  hinu 
I  had  spohcn  to  him  of  Monsieur  Peau  who  commanded  at 
Detroit  for  three  years  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  savages  and  of 
the  French,  and  to  whom  His  Majesty  should  give  the  rank  of 
IvinfT-'s  Lieutenant. 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  this  plan  that  it  would  cost 
the  King  0250  livros  per  aimnm  for  tlie  proposed  establishment, 
while  the  Commandanlj  and  officers  would  be  forbidden  to  carry 
on  any  Trade. 

There  is  one  consideration  that  may  become  of  Importance 
as  regards  the  savages  if  the  plan  be  carried  out  It  would  be 
advisable  to  send  a  reinforcement  of  ten  soldiers  only  to  Detroit 
the  first  year;  of  ten  more  in  the  second,  and  so  on  in  the  fol- 
lowing years  until  the  number  of  60  is  reached  so  as  not  to 
cause  Uneasiness  amongst  the  savages  established  at  the  Post 
who  are  naturally  suspicious.  In  tliat  case  there  would  be  a 
reduction  in  the  item  of  3000  livres  shown  in  the  draft  in  con- 
nection with  the  Transport  of  the  pay  and  uniforms  of  the 
Garrison. 

I  remain  with  the  most  profound  respect,  Monseigneur, 
Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Quebec,  October  7ih,  1737.  KoCQUART 


1737:    THE  SIOUX;  DETROIT 

[Extracts  from  a  httcr  fronii  Beauliarnois  (o  (ho  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct.  14,  1737.  Source,  same  as  preceding  dorununt,  Init  fol. 
1G9.] 

Monseigneur — 

Oil  his  arrival  the  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  handed  mo  a  Koport 
on  what  has  happened  at  the  post  in  the  scionx  country.*  I 

1  See  next  document. — En. 
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take  the  liberty,  Monseigneur,  of  Sending  It  to  you.  You  will 
see  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  its  ever  being  possible  to  have 
any  Trade  with  that  ISTation  and  that  he  acted  properly  in 
abandoning  his  fort ;  they  [the  garrison]  would  have  Been  Ex- 
posed daily  to  danger  of  perishing.  It  would  be  a  great  boon 
if  we  could  destroy  them  [the  Sioux]  because  they  occupy  the 
finest  Hunting  grounds.  That  officer  assured  me  that  if  the 
Cristinaux,  Monsonis,  and  Assiniboils  had  waged  War  Against 
Them  last  winter  they  would  have  defeated  them  all ;  that  they 
expected  this,  and  nearly  died  of  hunger  because  they  were 
afraid  to  hunt. 

The  Sieur  De  St  Pierre  told  me  that  all  the  Attentions  shown 
Them  by  the  scioux  in  the  spring  of  last  year  and  The  Eager- 
ness they  displayed  to  have  Frcnclimen  amongst  Tlieui  to  supply 
their  wants.  Were  intended  solely  to  divert  suspicion  from  the 
blow  they  Avcro  meditating/  lie  added  that  when  the  Sieur 
De  la  Verendrye,  the  younger.  Was  at  the  head  of  the  Mon- 
sonis,  Cristinaux,  and  Assiniboils,  after  he  had  refused  to  lead 
them  those  I^ations  Went  Against  the  Scioux  of  the  woods 
instead  of  the  Maskoutins  Pouanes,  in  order  to  Bring  the 
French  into  their  party." 

I  am  greatly  mortified,  Monseigneur,  at  your  not  approving 
my  nomination  of  tlie  Sieur  Dc;  Noyell(>s  to  llie  ]iosi  of  Com- 
mandant of  Detroit.  Had  I  known  your  intentions  sooner  I 
would  have  Sent  another.  I  cannot  however,  Monseigneur, 
Refrain  from  representing  to  you  that  that  officer  is  generally 
liked  by  all  the  French  and  savages,  and  that  I  have  reason  to 

1  The  reference  here,  is  to  the  attack  on  I.a  V^^rondryc's  nun  at  tho 
Lake  of  the  Woods. —  En. 

a  Two  years  before  the  massacre  (173G),  the  yoiin[;cr  Vcrmtlryo 
had  joined  a  war-party  of  the  Croc  and  Asslniboin  URainsl  tlio  Sioux. 
In  tlie  council  \m  was  proclainicd  loader,  an  honor  which  ho  rofiisod, 
and  took  no  part  in  the  hostilities,  it  was  thoiiKht.  novtMMholoss.  UkU 
his  massacre  was  an  act  of  revenge  on  tho  part  of  tho  Sio\ix.  The 
"Maskoutins  Poiianes"  were  the  Prairie  Sioux  (Maakoutopocls).  See 
Jones,  Aulncaii  Collection  (Montreal.  ISO:?),  PP-  70.  9l.---Kn. 
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Be  very  well  satisfied  with  the  reports  he  sends  me.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  zeal  for  the  service,  he  possesses  an  Eminent  quality, 
that  is  disinterestedness, — a  quality  so  necessary,  especially  at 
that  Place,  that  I  thought  I  could  not  do  better. 

I  have  Considered,  Monseigneur,  what  you  have  been  pleased 
to  write  me  regarding  His  Majesty's  views  with  reference  to 
that  post.  I  will  take  the  Liberty  of  expressing  niy  Ideas  in  a 
private  Despatch. 

I  will  continue,  Monseigneur,  to  give  my  best  attention  in 
the  Selection  I  shall  make  of  the  Commandants  to  be  Sent  to 
the  Posts. 

I  remain  etc. 

BEAUIlArwXOTS 

Quebec,  October  14th,  1737. 


1737:    THE  SIOUX  POST  ABANDONED 

[Letter  of  St.  Pierre  to  Beauharnois.   Translated  from  a  transcript  In 

Margry,  Dccouv.  et  vtadl.,  vi,  pp.  575-580.] 

Relation  of  the  sieur  de  Saint  Piei-re,  commandant  of  the 
post  in  the  Bionx  country,  appended  to  the  letter  of  Monsieur, 
the  marquis  de  Beauharnois. 

14th  October.  1737. 
On  the  6th  of  May,  1Y36,  fifty  four  Sioux  warriors  passed 
in  front  of  the  fort,  where  a  portion  of  them  stop|x^d.  The 
sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  asked  them  whither  they  were  going. 
They  told  him  that  they  were  taking  back  a  femnh-'  slave  Ixv 
longing  to  the  Puans,  who  had  sought  rofngi"'  amongst  them. 
He  said  that  it  did  not  require  so  many  men  to  take  cliarge  of 
one  woman.  They  replied  that  they  were  going  to  huiii  tiirkeys, 
in  order  to  get  feathers  for  their  arrows.  Tlio  Puans  did  their 
best  to  stop  them.  Tliey  continued  their  route,  and  mooting 
two  Frenchmen  at  the  little  Piver  of  the  Illinois  in  the  Mis- 
sissipi  country,  they  killed  and  scalped  them.  Wliile  the  sieur 
de  Saint  Pierre  was  erecting  another  fort  about  25  loaguos 
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higher  up  than  the  first,  they  passed  on  their  way  back  and 
danced  the  scalp  dance  for  four  days  without  saying  to  what 
nation  the  men  belonged  whom  they  had  killed.  The  Puang 
found  it  out  and  notified  the  French  in  the  fort. 

They  heard  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  of  the  post  of  de  la 
Verenderie^  on  the  23rd  of  August  173 G,  by  two  canoes  of 
Saulteux  of  la  Pointe  who  brought  letters  from  the  sieura 
Nolan,  Legras,  and  Bourassa.^  Thoy  toLI  fhcm  that  the  major- 
ity of  those  who  had  struck  the  blow  were  Sioux  of  the  woods 
and  tliat  only  five  Sioux  of  the  Prairies  wore  \vit\i  ihcm. 
When  the  French  heard  this  news,  they  kept  on  their  guard. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  the  Sioux  came  to  the  fort  to 
the  number  of  ten  men,  three  being  chiefs  with  a  Flag,  two  little 
girl  slaves,  67  livres  of  dried  beaver  flesh,  and  nine  deer-skins, 
which  they  delivered  to  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  saying  that 
they  had  not  taken  any  part  in  the  attack  on  the  French  at 
the  Western  post,  and  by  that  word  they  begged  him  to  con- 
tinue to  g-ive  them  v/hat  they  needed  for  the  subsistence  of  their 
families.  Tie  replied  that  he  would  grant  their  request  until 
he  had  news  from  the  great  Onontio;  that  he  had  nothing  to 
say  to  them,  except  that  he  would  infoi-m  Onontic  of  the  step 
they  Vs'cre  taking  in  sending  him  lliciv  word;  tlint  lie  conld  not 
rely  on  them  after  what  they  had  done.  He  also  spoke  to 
them  of  the  two  Frenchmen  whom  they  had  killed  on  the  Mis- 
sissipi. 

On  the  following  day,  there  came  with  three  young  men  a 
chief  who  had  a  silver  seal  hanging  from  his  car.    The  sieur  de 

iSee  ante,  pp.  2G1,  2G2.— Ed. 
These  were  well-known  voyagucrs  anil  Indian  traders.  .Iran  Uaiv 
tisto  Nolan  was  a  merchant  of  Montreal,  who  had  two  sons;  probably 
this  one  was  Charles,  born  1004,  died  1754.  Daniel  I.oRras.  the 
of  Jean,  was  interpreter  for  the  Idng;  he  was  born  in  ItlDS.  nnd  mar- 
ried at  Kaskaskia,  111.  There  were  a  number  of  voyagoiirs  by  the  namc» 
of  Bourassa,  but  the  most  noted  was  Uen6,  born  In  1(588.  who  settled 
at  Mackinac,  and  whose  daughter  Charlotte  wjis  the  wife  of  Wiscon- 
sin's first  settler,  Charles  T.auRlade.  Bourassa  brought  news  of  th« 
massacre  of  the  French  to  Quebec.  See  Jones,  Aulncau  Collection,  pp. 
93,  94.— En. 
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Saint  Pierre  perceiving  it,  asked  him  where  he  had  got  it ;  the 
chief  did  not  reply,  and  began  to  langh.  The  officer  tore  off 
the  seal  with  the  ear,  telling  him  he  was  very  bold  to  appear 
before  him  with  such  a  thing,  and  had  him  turned  out  of  the 
fort. 

Oil  the  18th  of  December,  they  [the  Sioux]  arrived  to  the 
number  of  thirty  six  men  with  their  families.  The  young 
men  went  ahead,  and  set  fire  to  the  fort  of  the  Puans.  The 
sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  asked  Oiinkantape  whether  he  was  not 
content  with  having  struck  two  foul  blows  at  the  French,  with- 
out also  coming  to  insult  them  in  their  fort  by  burning  that  of 
the  Puans,  their  brothers.  He  replied  that  what  he  was  doing 
was  done  after  reflection  and  designedly.  Then  tliey  pulled 
up  the  stakes  in  Peverend  Father  GuigTias's  garden,  burned 
them,  and  went  away. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1737,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning 
while  the  gates  of  the  fort  were  open  to  allow  of  wood  being 
carried  in,  forty  Sionx  entered  all  at  once.  Although  be  had 
no  previous  knowledge  of  this,  when  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
was  informed  of  it,  he  had  the  gates  closed  and  said  to  them : 
"TLnv  caiiie  you  to  enter  here  in  sucli  great  nuniber.s  without 
warning,  and  what  is  your  design  ?  You  must  remember  that 
I  told  you  last  autumn  I  would  not  receive  more  than  ten  of 
you  at  a  time.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  to  me  I  will  not 
listen  to  you  until  you  have  sent  out  all  your  young  men." 
This  they  did;  after  which  they  proposed  to  him  to  urge  the 
traders  to  give  them  credit.  He  replied  that  he  would  not  do 
80,  because  he  could  not  forget  the  foul  blows  they  had  struck ; 
that,  nev(M*tliek's<,  if  the  triuh^'S  wish(Ml  to  bo  so  good  to  iheni, 
he  would  not  prevent  them.  The  vSio\ix  si\id  nuiongst  them- 
selves: are  forty  to  twenty;  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  ])il- 
lage."  On  hearing  this,  he  had  tlieni  })ut  out,  and  they  all 
went  away. 

On  the  18th  or  2()th  of  March,  the  Sioux,  to  the  nunilH^r  of 
thirty  men,  encountered  in  the  interior  at  the  head  of  Lake 

Siip-crii  r  a  Saheaiix  with  his  v.il'e  and  Iwo  cliihli-cn  all  ol'  wImmu 
they  killed  and  scalped.    When  tlu*  SaiilhMix  ot'  thi:', 
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they  raised  a  band  to  attack  them,  and  arrived  at  the  sieur  de 
Saint  Pierre's  post  on  the  21st  of  May.  They  went  to  the 
Piians  to  engage  them  in  their  quarrel.  The  sienr  de  Saint 
Pierre  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  their  attacking  the  Sioux, 
saying  that  they  exposed  the  French  to  he  massacred  because, 
as  they  had  come  to  the  fort,  it  would  look  as  if  the  latter  had 
induced  them  to  make  the  attack ;  that  if,  on  the  contrary,  they 
had  all  taken  a  roundabout  way,  the  Sioux  might  have  thought 
that  the  attack  was  made  by  warriors  who  had  started  from 
their  village  for  the  purpose  of  avenging  themselves.  They 
promised  him  that  they  would  go  back  the  next  day.  They 
did  not  do  so,  at  the  request  of  the  Puans  who  stopped  them. 
During  their  stay  five  Sioux  arrived,  and  entered  the  French 
fort  to  trade.  The  French  warned  them  that  a  band  of  Saul- 
teux  had  come  to  avenge  the  blow  inflicted  on  them.  At  night 
they  asked  to  escape,  and  the  gate  of  the  fort  was  opened  for 
them.  The  Saulteux,  who  were  aware  of  this,  lay  in  ambush 
for  them  on  the  way.  One  of  the  band  who  spoke  Sioux,  asked : 
"Who  are  you?"  A  Sioux  recognizing  the  Saulteux's  voice, 
fired  a  gun  at  him,  and  broke  his  wrist.  They  escaped  through 
the  woods. 

On  the  following  day,  the  Saulteux  started  early  in  the 
morning  to  return  home.  Two  hours  after  their  departure, 
twenty  five  Sioux  arrived,  who  were  informed  by  the  Puans 
of  what  had  occurred.  The  Sioux  wished  to  run  after  the 
Saulteux ;  the  sieur  do  Saint  Pierre  opposed  it.  A  Saulteux 
who  had  married  amongst  the  Puans  started  to  go  and  warn 
them  of  the  arrival  of  the  twenty  five  Sioux.  The  Saulteux 
retraced  their  steps,  went  to  the  Puans  and  they  all  resolved  to 
destroy  them,  Le  Grelot,  the  chief  of  the  Puniis,  told  a  French- 
man who  was  in  their  village  to  warn  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
of  what  was  going  on  ;  but  the  warriors  had  already  started,  and 
ho  could  not  frustrate;  their  design.  ITe  notified  seventeen 
Sioux,  who  were  in  liis  fort  of  the  plot  that  was  Ix^ing  liatchcd 
against  them,  and  told  them  to  put  their  canoes  in  safety,  and 
to  warn  the  eight  men  wlio  were  outside.  Four  issued  from 
the  fort  to  go  to  their  people  and  to  tlie  cjniors ;  tliev  found  the 
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Puans  and  Saulteux  breaking  them  up.  After  this  act,  they 
fired  on  the  Sioiix,  broke  the  thigh  of  one  who  fired  a  gim-shot 
through  the  body  of  a  Saiilteux  and  killed  him.  The  Saiiltenx 
cut  him  to  pieces.  The  Sioux  fled  through  the  woods.  The 
Saultenx  came  to  the  fort  and  asked  the  sienr  de  Saint  Pierre 
for  the  thirteen  Sioux  who  were  there.  He  replied  that  he 
did  not  give  up  people  who  took  refuge  with  him.  He  kept 
them  for  two  days,  and  then  had  them  escape  at  night.  The 
Puans  came  to  tell  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre  that  they  could 
no  longer  remain  near  their  enemies;  that  the  Saulteux  had 
urged  them  to  commit  this  evil  deed,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
all  left  with  the  Saulteux. 

After  the  departure  of  the  Puans  the  sieur  de  Saint  Pierre 
held  a  council  with  the  sieur  de  Linctot,  his  second  in  command, 
Peverend  Father  Gnignas,^  and  the  French  in  the  post  to  decide 
what  they  should  do.  They  told  him  that  there  was  nothing 
else  to  be  done  but  to  abandon  the  post,  burn  the  fort,  and 
escape,  because  they  ran  the  risk  of  being  any  day  massacred 
by  the  Sioux.  He  said  tliat  his  advice  was  to  stay;  and  that 
he  could  not  think  that  after  the  favor  they  had  done  the  nation 
in  preventing  those  who  were  in  the  afi^ray  with  the  Puans  and 
Saulteux  from  being  killed,  they  would  be  evil-minded  enough 
to  do  them  any  harm ;  and  moreover  that  it  was  their  interest 
to  remain.    They  replied  that  they  would  rather  sacrifice  tlieir 

iThe  tale  of  Father  Giiignas  had  for  several  years  been  a  caiiss 
for  anxiety  among  his  Jesuit  brethren.  Father  Nau  wrote  in  1734: 
"The  war  is  still  carried  on  against  what  remains  of  the  Renard  na- 
tion, and  against  the  other  tribes  which  have  taken  them  under  their 
protection.  Father  Guignas  was  not  taken,  as  It  was  feared,  but  he 
has  had  much  to  suffer,  for  nothing  can  bo  sent  him  safely.  For  two 
consecutive  years  the  provisions  sent  him  have  fallen  into  the  enemy's 
hands."  Aulneau  in  ]7o5  wrote:  "We  are  much  afraid  that  father 
Guignas  has  been  taken  and  burned  by  a  tribe  of  savages  called  th« 
r6nards;  but  in  this  unfortunate  country  we  should  set  little  vain* 
on  our  lives  which  are  so  often  in  peril."  And  again  some  weeka 
later:  "We  received,  a  few  days  ago,  news  of  father  Guignas,  since 
1732  he  had  not  been  heard  from.  He  Is  in  a  helpless  stale.  The 
hunger  ho  has  had  to  endure,  the  imminent  danger  to  which  ho  ba^ 
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goods  than  their  lives;  and  this  compelled  the  said  sieur  de 
Saint  Pierre  to  evacuate  the  post  on  the  30th  of  the  month  of 
May. 


1737:    COUREURS  DES  BOIS  AT  MACKINAC;  PEACE  FOR  THE 
SAUK  AND  FOXES 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  16,  1737,  giving  news  of  the  conditions  at  the  various  post5. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  67,  c.  11,  foh  180."] 

MONSEIGNEUR  

■K-  ^-  -X-  ^  -X-  -K-  *  -X- 

The  Sieur  De  Vercheres/  the  Commandant  at  Missilmak- 
inac,  Wrote  me  on  the  27th  of  hist  June  that  in  the  Vicinity  of 
his  fort  there  were  nearly  thirty  coureurs  de  bois  armed  with 
Swords,  guns,  and  Pistols  wherewith  to  fight  those  who  might 

been  continually  exposed,  of  being  massacred  by  the  sakis  and  tho 
renardS;  and  numberless  other  hardships,  borne  heroically,  have 
brought  him  so  low,  that  even  the  savages,  who  have  little  pity  for 
us,  are  forced  to  look  upon  him  with  feelings  of  compassion.  W'c 
are,  however,  in  the  impossibility  of  attempting  anything  for  his  re- 
lief, owing  to  tlie  scarcity  of  missionaries."  Father  Nau  wro>e  Oct.  2, 
1735:  "Father  Cuiguas  is  in  the  Sioux  country  at  a  liitlc  french 
fort  with  ])ut  six  men  with  flim.  Scarcely  a  mouth  ago  The  marquir, 
de  Bcauharnois,  governor-general  of  new  f ranee,  sent  twenty-two  meu 
in  four  canoes  with  supplies  of  which  he  stood  absolutely  in  need, 
for  The  Sioux  refuse  to  provide  for  llim.  It  is  not  at  all  certain  that 
The  relief-party  will  reach  him  without  molestation,  their  route  lying 
close  to  the  country  of  the  renards."  Jes.  lU  I.,  Ixviii,  pp.  233,  255.  257, 
281.— Ed. 

1  Jean  Jarret,  Sieur  de  Vercheros.  was  born  in  ir.ST.  and  nmsi  fnere- 
foro  have  been  a  child  wh»  n  his  sister  Ma(h^l,Mno  sr»  lirasrly  ilcfi  Tidert 
hor  father's  fort  against  the  Iroquois  (lO'JG).  He  was  ensign  in  1710, 
and  in  1747  had  earned  the  following  enconium:  ".\  wortby  otHcer, 
who  has  often  commanded  in  the  upper  posts,  and  has  ac(iuitted  him- 
self so  well  that  he  has  always  been  employed  by  the  (li'ueral.  wlieu- 
Gver  his  aervi('es  were  required."  He  was  sent  at  that  date  to  com 
mand  at  La  Baye,  and  to  assist  in  putting  nown  tlie  rebellion  a; 
Mackinac.  In  1750  be  was  givi'u  the  cross  of  St.  Louis;  and  in  \lb2 
was  in  command  at  I'orl  I'rontenac.  dying  the  same  year.  ICn. 
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oppose  their  passage;  that  those  people  had  many  Savages  on 
their  side,  and  that  as  he  Is  not  strong  enough  to  stop  them,  he 
causes  a  careful  watch  to  be  kept.  He  writes  that  nothing  that 
he  could  say  would  represent  the  Fact  as  bad  as  It  is. 

I  Had  determined,  Monseigiieur,  to  ask  you  for  an  Amnesty 
for  Them,  solely  in  consequence  of  what  you  had  done  me  The 
honor  of  writing  to  me  last  year,  that  His  Majesty  was  to  Send 
Troops  to  this  Colony.  I  intended  to  garrison  the  Posts  with 
them,  and  to  have  these  Courciirs  do  Bois  sent  down  after  the 
Proclamation.  I  think  however  that  many  will  Eeturn,  when 
they  Hear  of  the  pardon  that  His  Majesty  has  Granted  them.* 

The  Outawais,  Sinagos,  and  Kiskacous,  with  the  folles 
avoines,  Poutouatamis,  and  Pnants,  came  down  this  '^^ear. 
The  Outawais  asked  that  the  lives  of  the  Sakis  be  spared,  and 
so  did  a  Chief  whose  brother  had  been  killed  by  that  nation. 
The  Poutouatamis  made  the  same  request  of  me,  and  the  foUea 
avoines  for  the  Kenards,  although  they  have  always  Been  their 
most  Cruel  Enemies,  saying  to  mo  that  all  the  Evil  Hearts 
Had  been  destroyed.  The  Puants  joined  with  them  in  this 
request.  I  assembled  them  all  in  a  Council,  and  said  to  them: 
"My  Children,  since  you  ask  me  for  the  Lives  of  the  Penards 
and  Sakis,  and  assure  me  that  all  the  Evil  hearts  have  Been 
destroyed,  I  am  willing  to  grant  this  out  of  consideration  for 
you,  to  prove  to  you  that  I  Desire  to  sec  you  tranquil  on  your 
Mats,  and  that  I  am  glad  to  give  you  the  means  of  hunting  in 
peace  so  that  you  may  provide  subsistence  for  your  families." 
1  sent  them  all  away  happy.  I  think  that  T  shall  have  the  Sati^ 
faction  of  seeing  them  United,  for  they  have  so  promised  me. 
'^I'hose  Avho  wislied  to  bo  Revenged  yielded  to  my  arguments. 

The  position  of  Affairs  did  not  pennit  me,  Monseifnieur,  to 
hesiUit(,'  for  a  moment  to  grant  them  what  tliey  Urgently  asked 

1  The  coureurs  de  bois  were  a  standing  menace  to  the  colony  and 
Its  fur-trado  monopoly.  Illicit  traders,  they  ranged  among  the  Indian 
tribes,  secnring  fnrs,  and  frequently  selling  them  to  the  Knglisl\ 
From  necessity,  amnesties  were  granted  them  in  ir>S2.  ITO:^,  and  1716. 
See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvl,  index.  Compare  the  rebellion  of  their  do- 
scendants  under  Tx)uls  Riel,  in  Manitoba,  in  ISOO  and  ISS.'v-  -Kn, 
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of  me,  all  the  more  so  that  it  Accorded  Avith  the  interests  of 
the  ^Service  and  of  the  Colony.  And  as  the  Ivenardrf  and  .Sakis 
had  done  nodiing  wrong  since  the  Sieur  de  JSToyelle's  affair,  de- 
spair might  liave  seized  them.  They  are  to  come  d()\vi>  next 
year  to  thank  me  for  the  pardon  I  have  granted  them,  accom- 
panied by  all  who  craved  Alercy  fur  Them.  1  cx^nsidered  it  a 
good  struke  to  have  restored  ^x^ace  among  all  these  A^ations,  who 
some  time  before  Were  far  from  being  in  accord.  This  cannot 
but  be  productive  of  much  good  in  the  whole  country. 

I  Sent,  Monseigneur,  their  Words  And  my  Eeplies  with 
the  necessary  Instructions  to  the  Sieur  de  Vercheres,  to  the 
Sieur  De  La  Martiniere,^  the  Commandant  at  la  Baye,  and  to 
the  Sieur  Du  Lusignan. 

•X-  *  *  -x-  *  -X-  -x-  * 

The  affair  of  the  Santcuix  (jf  the  Ki\'i(  rc  aux  Sahlc-'  who 
killed  a  Maskoutin  by  mistake,  \vas  Patched  up  by  the  Sieur 
de  JSToyelles. 

A  party  of  hurons  who  went  last  year  on  the  war-path  Against 
the  Chicachas,  came  back  with  four  Slaves  and  one  Scalp. 
They  gave  one  of  the  captives  to  the  Sieur  de  Noyelles  to  Ee- 
place  the  Sieur  Do  X^iiiccinu  ,^. '  11c  ga\c'  him  lo  ihc  \  ilhii^cs 
of  his  Post  and  they  burned  him,  so  angiy  Were  they  against 
that  Nation. 

I  remain  with  vei*y  profound  Resi>ect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauiiarnois 

QuKiu:c,  October  IGth,  1737. 


1  Claude  Antoiiie  de  Berman,  Sieur  de  la  Martinit^ro,  was  iho  soa 
of  au  eminent  judge,  councillor,  ctv\,  of  (ho  same  nmnc.  who  died 
in  1719.  The  younger  was  born  in  1710;  was  made  liciiunan;.  lalor 
captain  of  troops;  received  the  cross  of  St.  Louis;  and  rotireil  on  halt 
pay  in  1759.  He  married  an  English  girl,  CatluM  ino  Parsons,  by  whom 
ho  had  leu  children,  and  died  at  tiut>l)Oc  in  17(11  —En. 

-Sable  Uivcr,  Michigan,  (lowing  into  LuKo  M ichigan.--IOn. 

•'JVlnccnnes  was  captured  and  bunuMl  by  tlu>  (Muckasaw  m  D'ArlA- 
guettc's  unfortunate  expedition.  It  was  an  Indian  custom  to  "  rc 
place"  a  victim  of  war  by  a  prisoner  of  tho  sumo  nation. — En. 
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17a8:    WAR  BETWEEN  THE  CHIPPEWA  AND  SIOUX 

[Extracts  from  two  letters  of  La  Ronde,  commandant  at  ChagouamJ- 
gon,  to  Heauharnois.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  69,  c.  11,  fol.  105."] 

Letter  of  June  28th 

MoNSimjit — I  inform  you  of  what  has  occurred  at  my 
Post  War  has  raged  very  bitterly,  and  the  Scioux  have  killed 
more  than  thirty  persons.  They  nevertheless  have  Sent  two 
Sauteux  women  whom  they  had  made  prisoners  to  sue  for 
Peace.  I  at  once  sent  off  ton  Sauteux  with  two  Slaves,  and  I 
loaded  them  with  over  two  thousand  Eicus'  worth  ^  of  })ro.sents  in 
order  to  have  Peace  concluded.  50  days  Had  passed  since 
their  departure,  when  I  embarked  to  go  and  visit  the  variouB 
Places  on  the  Lake,  And  I  think  that  Peace  will  be  made 
Between  Them,  all  the  more  since  they  are  allied  with  one 
another.  I  am  pressed  for  time  owing  to  the  departure  of  the 
courier,  and  this  prevents  me  from  giving  you  further  details 
which  I  shall  send  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Letter  of  July  22nd 

Monsieur — had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  about  The 
attack  of  the  Sauteux  Upon  the  Scioux  last  year.  I  now  have 
the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  when  I  reached  Chagoiiam- 
igon,  I  greatly  blamed  the  Sauteux  for  having  struck  the  Scioux 
of  the  Lakes,  because  it  Was  the  Scioux  of  the  prairies  who 
had  killed  their  Chief  and  moreover  tliey  had  killed  some  of 
tl:eir  kindred.  They  replied  that  it  Was  tnu\  but  tliai  it  Was 
the  Lake  Scioux  who  had  killed  the  22  Frenchmen  in  the  North, 
and  that  they  wished  to  Avenge  their  death.  What  the  Savages 
said  Was  quite  true,  for  we  have  Had  Sun  ilials  and  ^cvoral 
other  things  belonging  to  the  Jesuit  Father;  there  was  only 

1  An  6cu  was  an  old  French  coin  worth  about  sixty  r(^nts  of  our 
money. —  Ei). 
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the  chalice  which  a  woman  had  thrown  into  the  River  because 
her  Child  Had  died.^ 

I  told  the  Sauteux  that  they  must  make  Peace,  for  that  Other 

wise  they  would  Expose  Themselves  to  die  ])j  Inmu'er  -next 
winter.  Eight  days  afterward  the  Scioux  sent  back  a  Santeux, 
whom  they  had  made  prisoner,  to  tell  his  people  that  though 
they  Had  Been  Killed  they  asked  for  Peace,  and  that  if  the 
Sauteux  would  Send  Five  of  their  Chiefs,  the  Scioux  would 
meet  them  half-way.  But  only  one  resolved  to  go  at  my  solici- 
tation, and  he,  moreover,  did  not  venture  as  far  as  the  rendez- 
vous, but  passed  the  winter  at  a  place  thirty  Leag'iies  from 
Chagoiiamigon. 

In  the  month  of  March,  two  Young  men  came  and  told  me 
that  their  Father  had  killed  a  moose  15  Leagues  from  my 
Fort,  and  requested  that  I  should  Send  for  It.  I  despatched 
my  son  with  seven  men  to  bring  It  in.  He  did  so;  and  four 
hours  afterward  a  Band  of  100  Scioux  fell  upon  three  Cabins 
of  Sauteux  who  Were  at  that  place,  Killing  four  men  and  losing 
five  of  their  own,  among  whom  Was  the  Chief. 

Oil  the  15th  of  April,  the  Scioux  sent  back  two  women,  whom 
they  had  captured  in  the  Eaid,  to  ask  the  Sauteux  why  they 
Had  not  gone  to  the  reudezvons  as  they  had  been  asked  to  do; 
and  to  tell  them  that  it  Was  this  that  had  Led  the  Scioux  to 
attack  Them;  that  they  asked  once  more  for  that  Interview, 
and  named  the  same  Chiefs.  I  at  once  sent  eight  sauteux  And 
I  gave  two  Slaves.    They  marched  60  days  through  the  prairies 

iFor  a  photograph  of  a  French  sun-dial  ot  this  period,  see  accom- 
panying plate,  and  another  of  more  elaborate  make  in  Wis.  Hist.  Colls., 
xvi,  p.  64.  In  reference  to  the  relics  of  Father  Anlneaii,  Father  Du 
Jaunay  wrote  to  Madame  Aiilneau  from  Mackinac  in  1739:  "Finally 
the  portable  chapel,  and,  namely,  the  chalice,  which  was  plundered, 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  widowed  squaw,  who  had  several  grown- 
up sons,  the  pride  and  wealth  of  the  tribe.  In  a  remarUably  short 
lapse  of  time,  all  or  nearly  all  of  them  perished  in  her  sight.  Thfs 
she  ascribed  to  the  chalice,  which  her  sons  had  given  her;  so  she  rid 
herself  of  it  by  throwing  it  into  a  rivor."  .lonea,  Auhicau  Collection, 
pp.  95,  96— Ed. 
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without  meeting  the  Scioux.  They  Merely  found  their  cache^ 
of  Beaver  skins  and  they  are  to  leave  their  mark  to  show  that 
they  have  Been  there.  I  have  no  donbt  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  restore  Peace  as  soon  as  I  return. 


1738-41:    THE  HURON  OF  DETROIT  DESIRE  TO  MIGRATE 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  75,  c.  11,  fol.  130.] 

Memorandum  of  what  occurred  in  Tlie  A  ffair  of  the  hurons 
of  Detroit  with  the  Oiitaouacs,  Poutoiiatamis,  Sauteux  and 
Mississagues  of  that  Post  from  the  12ih  of  August,  17 38,  to 
the  mh  of  Jum,  17 

By  a  word  of  the  hurons  of  the  12tli  of  August,  1738,  ad- 
dressed to  their  brothers  of  the  Sault,  of  the  Lake,  and  of 
Tx)rotte,'  to  Be  rcpciitcd  lo  MdiisIcMir  TJk^  (icncral,  llic-y  say 
that  Sastaretsy^  tcllb.  tlicjii  lliat  tlie  Outaoiiacs  have,  as  it  were, 
raised  the  hatchet  against  Them  and  have  asked  all  the  Nations 
of  their  language  who  dwell  on  the  Lakes  to  help  them  t-o  Ex- 
terminate them  [the  Hurons]. 

Monsieur  The  General  replied  to  that  word  on  the  21st  of 
September  following  and  Sent  Collars  and  presents  to  Mon- 
sieur De  Noyelle  to  quiet  this  affair  and  stay  the  Tomaliawks. 

The  29th  of  January  1739,  Fatlier  de  La  Richardio  writes 
that  he  Knows  their  Minds;  that  it  docs  not  seem  easy  to  ro- 

iFor  descriptions  ot^  the  methods  of  iiuiUing;  caches,  see  Original 
Journals  of  Lewis  and  Clark  Kxitcdilion.  (Thwaitc  s's  ihI..  N.  Y.,  1904  -06), 
ii,  pp.  13G,  137— Ei). 

2These  were  the  Jesuit  mission  colonies  of  SnuU  St.  Louis,  or 
Caughnawaga,  Lake  of  Two  INlounlaiiis,  and  Jciinc  Lorclte  near  Que- 
bec. For  their  history  see  Jes.  Uel.,  index.  Those  were  the  well-Unown 
"praying  Indians"  of  Canada. —  Ed. 

:>This  appears  to  have  been  the  hereditary  title  of  the  principal 
Huron  chief,  as  the  Jesuit  fathers  in  their  Relation  for  1659-Cl  speak 
of  a  chief  of  the  same  name.  The  chief  mentloneil  in  the  text  died 
at  Quebec,  Aug.  4,  1747,  and  was  succeeded  by  anotlicr  with  tho  sanio 
title.    See  A'.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  141.  1G2.— Ed. 
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assure  them;  that  he  has  a  well-founded  reason  to  fear  that — • 
although  the  hurons  have  apparently  acquiesced  in  the  Orders 
of  Monsieur  the  General  to  remain  at  Detroit — they  may  at 
the  first  alarm  go  either  to  the  Sonontouans,  as  they  have  been 
asked  to  do,  or  beyond  the  belle  Eiviere/ 

The  1st  of  February  Monsieur  de  ISToyelle  Writes  that  the 
Savages  Have  been  in  fear  of  one  another  throughout  all  the 
winter;  that  the  hurons  all  Went  to  winter  in  the  interior 
contrary  to  their  custom ;  that  they  abandoned  their  clearings 
and  a  portion  of  their  Indian  Com ;  that  there  was  a  mmor 
they  were  to  go  to  the  Tetes  plates ;  that  they  told  him  they 
could  not  calm,  the  Minds  of  their  wives  and  children  and  that 
they  would  always  be  in  a  state  of  dread  at  that  Post. 

Orontony,  the  great  C'hief  of  tliat  jSjation,"  gave  him  brandies 
of  Porcelain  to  be  Sent  to  His  Father  Onontio  on  behalf  of 
the  whole  village,  by  which  they  begged  him  to  grant  them  per- 
mission to  go  and  Settle  near  him,  as  they  could  no  longer  live 
in  peace  at  that  Place,  because  whenever  the  Tetes- plates  might 
make  an  Attack  on  the  Nations  of  Detroit  they  (the  Hurons) 
would  always  be  accused  of  having  a  share  in  it;  and  to  Avoid 
being  some  day  reduced  to  cruel  Extremities,  they  reiterated 
the  request  they  had  made. 

The  First  of  May  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  Writes  that  he  Sends 
two  Collars  on  behalf  of  the  hurons.  By  the  first  they  Ixig  their 
Father  to  grant  them  a  tract  of  land  near  him  so  that  their 

iThe  Sonontoiian  (Seueca)  were  the  most  westerly  of  Ihe  Iroquois 
confederacy.  By  this  time  they  had  begun  to  remove  to  tlie  Allegheny 
River,  and  there  was  one  village  within  the  present  state  of  Ohio. 
"Bello  Rivi6re"  (beautiful  river)  was  the  French  apin^llat ion  of  iho 
Ohio.— Ei). 

-'Onontony  (baptismal  name,  Nicolas)  was  the  leader  of  the  band 
of  Huron  who  removed  to  (he  Sandusky,  and  after  making  an  alli- 
ance with  the  Iroquois  and  English  rebelled  against  French  authority 
(1747),  and  plotted  to  form  an  inter-tribal  conspiracy  to  destroy  De- 
troit. Failing  in  this,  ho  removed  the  next  year  to  Wlilte  River,  and 
later  to  the  Ohio.  By  the  year  1751.  he  appears  to  have  been  no  longer 
living.  For  his  negoliations  wilb  (he  lOugiish.  see  Wclser's  ".lournal." 
In  Earlp  Western  Travels  (Cleveland.  i.  pp.  2S  En. 
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waves  and  Children  may  be  in  safety,  as  they  are  not  at  De- 
troit; that  if  he  had  not  [sho^vn]  such  Kindness  to  Them  they 
would  go  and  die  in  some  Remote  Spot. 

By  the  second,  they  also  beg  their  Father  to  give  them  an 
officer  to  go  down  with  them  to  protect  them  from  attack. 

The  Sieur  De  ISToyelle  adds  that  they  are  not  less  Fearful 
than  they  Were  at  the  Beginning  of  the  affair,  that  nothing 
could  re-assure  them ;  that  eight  Had  come  at  night  to  see  if 
their  fort  Was  burned  down;  that  they  Had  concealed  them- 
selves in  Father  de  la  Richardie's  dwelling  whence  they  had 
sent  him  word  asking  him  to  go  and  speak  to  them. 

The  10th  of  May  1739,  Father  do  la  Bichardie  Writes  that 
the  Threats  of  one  Entatsogo,  a  Chief  of  the  Sault,  uttered  in 
connection  with  the  Peace  made  by  the  hurons  with  the  Tetes- 
plates  seemed  to  have  made  them  give  up  all  idea  of  going  to 
Settle  dovm  below,  [i.  e.  in  the  South]  ;  that  they  requested  him 
to  beg  their  Father  to  Excuse  them  if  they  did  not  go  down  to 
Montreal  as  he  had  ordered  the  Elders  to  do,  because  it  Was 
the  people  of  the  Sault  who  had  asked  them  to  do  so;  they 
charged  him  to  say  that  it  Was  not  the  Custom  amongst  savages 
to  beg  for  protection  or  for  an  asylum  in  their  fright,  but  that 
if  compassion  were  felt  for  them  it  was  the  duly  of  those  who 
had  pity  on  Them  to  come  and  console  them  on  their  "Mat,  or 
even  to  light  a  fresh  fire  for  them  in  some  place  where  they 
might  be  considered  safe. 

The  15th  of  June,  Father  de  la  Bichardie  writes  that  he  Was 
obliged  to  make  every  effort  to  influence  their  Minds  which 
Were  Fully  made  up  to  Listen  to  nothing  but  their  fear  and  the 
words  of  the  English  and  Iroquois,  which  seemed  to  have  some 
effect  especially  from  what  an  elder  told  him  in  privnte,  assur- 
ing him  that  the  English  and  Iroq\iois  were  taking  ndvjintnge  of 
the  hurons'  alarm  to  attract  them  to  one  of  (h(\so  two  Nations; 
that  ho  Was  com]>olled  to  make  Use  of  the  old  women's  influence 
to  put  a  stop  to  this,  and  was  obliged  to  tell  them  tliat  lie  wo\ild 
die  rather  than  follow  them  amongst  the  Enemy.  Ho  begs  "N!on- 
eieur  the  General — ^in  the  event  of  his  granting  the  hurons'  re- 
quest to  l>e  settled  on  his  hind,  and  of  Monsieur  his  Nephew  com- 
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ing  to  place  himself  at  their  head  to  Lead  them  to  the  place  of 
their  destination,  to  be  allowed  to  pass  llie  winter  with  Them 
and  go  down  early  in  the  sjirini;-.  [lie  writes]  That  Detroit 
would  in  no  wise  suffer  by  their  Removal  because  a  numl^er  of 
Sauteux,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Chaoiianons,  would  willingly 
Settle  there  if  the  huron  Were  to  go  away. 

The  1st  of  October  1Y38  answered  in  1739. 

Words  of  the  hurons  addressed  to  Monsieur  The  general. 

By  the  first  [collar],  they  say  that  it  is  very  Important. 

By  the  second,  that  they  received  at  Missilimakinac  an  Em- 
bassy from  their  brothers  of  the  Sault,  and  of  the  Lake  by  which 
they  sent  them  word  to  come  and  live  near  Them,  and  as  a  rea- 
son for  this  they  said:  ''My  brothers,  in  this  Place  you  are  in 
the  Midst  of  a  Multitude  of  Nations  that  like  you  not." 

That,  at  the  time  Monsieur  de  Vaudreiiil  Urged  them  to  leave 
as  soon  as  possible  Nations  that  liatfd  tlioni  and  ho  <;i!il  to 
them:  ''come  and  live  near  Me;  you  will  find  a  safe  Asylum,  a 
Father  and  a  Protector." 

By  the  Fifth  word  they  said  that  they  assured  their  Father 
they  would  some  day  Carry  out  what  he  had  just  Advised  ihem 
to  do,  and  would  seize  the  first  pretext  that  .should  arise  to  go  to 
him;  that  they  had  long  been  seriously  Thinking  of  fullilling 
their  promises  and  of  withdrawing. 

By  the  seventh  word,  they  said  that  the  cliief  reason  that 
induced  them  to  take  that  step  was  that  they  wished  to  calm 
the  Minds  of  their  wives  a^nd  Children  wliich  were  so  disturbed 
that  they  could  live  in  safety  only  near  their  Fatlier  Onontio; 
that  everybody  in  their  village  Was  of  that  opinion  and  they 
spoke  in  their  name;  that  only  throe  ])rrsons  opjx^scd  tlic  step 
but  they  Were  not  Listened  to. 

By  the  twelfth  word,  they  say  that  if  their  Fatlicr  does  not 
grant  their  rcMiuest,  the  regret  ihvy  will  1V(«1  w  ill  conip'd  tht^n  to 
take  another  step;  that  their  resolution  is  taken  and  th(\v  will 
go  and  die  in  the  first  place  they  may  come  to  rather  than  live 
in  tlial  connlry  wliore  iIkmi*  wivc^  and  Cliildren  could  n*  t  ven- 
ture to  go  lo  llioir  Work  willioul  l'\>nring  (lial  (hoy  might  never 
return  at  niglil  lo  sKm'I)  in  llicii-  CMhins. 
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them  to  believe  beyond  a  doubt  tliat  if  tlieir  Fatlier  defers 
Bringing  them  near  him,  they  ^vill  des}>air  of  their  lives,  for 
they  Are  threatened  on  all  sides  and  they  regi-et  that  Compas- 
sion has  not  been  promptly  Felt  for  Them  that  they  may  be  pro- 
tected. 

By  an  additional  word,  they  ask  Monsieur  De  !N"oyelle  and 
the  three  Black  Gowns  to  so  strongly  support  their  words  with 
their  Father  that  their  request  be  not  refused ;  they  also  ask 
that  their  words  be  reduced  to  Writing  and  that  Nicolas^  alone 
be  admitted  to  the  private  Room  of  Monsieur  the  General. 

The  0th  of  July,  Another  word  of  the  hurons  by  which  tliey 
ask  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  to  Write  on  their  behalf  to  their 
Father  Onontio  to  thank  him  for  his  kindness  in  granting  their 
request  and  to  assure  him  that  their  Nation  will  never  forget 
this  proof  of  the  ])rotection  he  gives  their  wives  and  Children. 

Then  they  beg  their  Father  Onontio — in  the  Event  of  Nic- 
olas who  has  charge  of  their  affairs,  allowing  himself  to  l)e  won 
over  to  Prevent  their  going  down — •  not  to  alter  anything  of 
what  he  has  granted  them  to  have  them  dwell  near  him,  and 
that  they  have  fully  reflected  on  the  step  before  taking  't. 

The  same  Day,  Father  de  la  Bichardie  Writes  Monsieur  the 
general  that  his  words  have  Wvvw  vcci^'wcd  by  ibc  hnroiis  with 
great  acclamations  of  gratitude;  that  they  await  the  return  of 
Nicolas  to  settle  all  matters. 

The  13tli  of  the  same  Month,  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  Writes 
that  he  has  delivered  to  the  hurons  the  words  achlressed  to  him 
by  Monsieur  the  general  and  that  they  Wore  greatly  flattered 
by  them,  saying  that  he  continued  to  bo  always  kind  to  thorn. 
He  added  that  they  luid  not  altered  their  closign  in  any  way. 

The  2Gth  of  July,  1740,  IMonsieur  Do  Noyan  Writc^-^  tliat  tlie 
Outaouacs  etc.  and  the  hurons  continue^  ou  the  (pii  vivo,  and  that 
he  will  strive  earnestly  to  rooonoib^  thiMii. 

The  27th  of  the  same  T\rontli,  He  Writes  that  siniv  his  h\»t 
letter  he  has  seen  the  Chiefs  of  tlio  liurons  and  Outaouaos;  tbat 


1  Noto  on  original  MS. 
age  name  is  Oronlony." 


Phis  is  one  of  llu^  tliifo  diicfs     His  sav- 


1738-41]    French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


he  is  convinced  nothing  can  allay  the  nneasiness  in  which  the 
former  live;  that  the  Ontaoiiacs  were  taking  steps  that  gave  rise 
to  much  Suspicion  amongst  the  weaker  ones ;  and  that  the  hurons 
Had  good  reason  to  ask  their  Father  for  an  asylum  w^here  -they 
could  live  in  peace ;  that  to  Induce  tliem  to  remain  at  Detroit 
was  to  Expose  them  to  the  vengeance  of  the  others ;  that  not  to 
bring  them  to  Montreal  was  to  cause  their  destruction ;  that  the 
Iroquois  would  take  advantage  of  this  and  enter  into  an  alliance 
v^ith  Them ;  that  whatever  precautions  were  taken  amongst  the 
Iroquois  and  the  Outaouacs  to  conceal  their  Intrigues,  their 
plots  nevertheless  betrayed  themselves  on  both  Sides  ,  and  sus- 
picion was  growing. 

He  represents  that  the  migration  of  the  hurons  towards  Mon- 
treal will  secure  their  Preservation,  and  strengthen  the  Colony 
Against  the  Nations  that  might  oppose  its  growth ;  that  the  Evil 
has  become  aggravated,  As  always  happens  when  Minds  are 
filled  with  Distrust,  and  that  he  can  no  longer  flatter  himself 
that  he  can  succeed  in  reconciling  them. 

That  Detroit  will  lose  nothing  because  the  Chaoiianons  are 
ready  to  take  their  place  and  that  all  the  huron  Chiefs  Were 
detemiined  to  leave,  Knowing  the  Risks  they  ran. 

The  First  of  August,  Father  de  la  Richardie  writes  that  the 
hurons  are  always  on  the  qui  vive  concerning  the  Outaouacs  and 
Sauteux;  that  News  circulated  by  the  very  people  of  those  Na- 
tions continually  keeps  up  their  alarm,  not  that  they  fear  for 
Themselves,  they  say,  because  such  an  admission  would  1k3  incon- 
sistent with  their  pride,  but  all  their  solicitude  is  for  their  wives 
and  Children  whom  they  do  not  consider  Safe  in  a  neighlx»rhood 
fluch  as  that  of  Detroit. 

That  Nicolas  said  he  Was  proud  of  the  fact  that  to  tlio  Iniron 
Nation  alone  belonged  the  glory  of  never  having  shed  French 
blood;  that  ho  hoped  to  excite  liis  Fatlicr's  Compassion  to 
Induce  him  to  put  him  under  his  wings. 

Father  do  la  Richardie  adds  that  their  Reluctance  to  go  down 
is  due  solely  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  Removed  with  savagt^ 
fonnalities  from  the  Place  where  they  now  are  and  settled 
elsewhere. 
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The  4tli  of  Angiist,  Monsieur  De  Noyan  writes  that  the 
hnrons  still  persist  in  their  intention  to  remove  their  fire  else- 
where; that  they  beg  him  to  follow  them  and  go  and  live  with 
Them  on  the  tract  of  land  Monsieur  the  General  has  granted 
them;  that  he  expected  the  Chaoiianons  at  the  end  of  the  month 
who  intended  to  take  their  place,  and  that  they  Avere  asked  to  do 
so  by  the  Ontaouacs  who  would  be  delighted  with  this  Exchange. 

The  26th  of  August,  Father  de  la  Eichardie  writes  that  the 
hurons  have  in  nowise  changed  their  minds  about  Settling  near 
]\[onti'eal  ;  tluit  tlie  only  tiling  tbnt  Hinders  the  Cnrrvinii-  out  of 
the  plan  is  savage  vanity  that  does  not  wish  to  seem  to  flee,  and 
seeks  to  conceal  its  fear  by  saying  to  the  neighboring  Nations 
that  they  are  being  Taken  from  their  fire  in  order  that  another 
may  be  kindled  for  them ;  that  they  daily  urge  their  Com- 
mandant and  their  Missionaries  to  Induce  ^Monsieur  The  Gen- 
eral to  Send  a  word  by  which  he  will  Remove  them  from  Detroit 
and  settle  them  near  him;  thai  the  reason  and  the  truth  arc  that 
they  wish  to  be  Eenioved  by  the  people  of  tlie  Sault  and  of  the 
Lake,  and  that  they  be  their  agents  to  exercise  the  gentle  pres- 
sure they  desire;  tliat  Angoiiirot  alone,  with  three  or  four  otlier 
Cabins,  are  opposed  to  tliis  Migration,  and  it  will  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  Urge  them  to  it  if  the  plan  be  (\n-ried  out;  tliat  ihey 
have  another  in  view  which  is  to  Establish  themselves  on  grosse 
isle;'  bn I  he  thinks  they  will  hardly  live  in  peace  tbere  more 
than  at  Detroit. 

The  IGth  of  September,  Monsieur  De  IvToyan  writes  that  the 
third  Chief  of  the  hurons,  named  Angoiiirot,  had  just  arrivc^l 
fi'om  Saiidoske-  wlici'c  he  liad  left  ncai'ly  bisbrutluM's  entliiig 
down  trees  to  ext(>iid  tlieii-  I^^ields;  tlial  ibis  news  bail  greatly 

1  Grosse  Isle,  the  large  island  at  ihv  nioulh  of  Detroit  Uivor,  still 
keeps  this  appellation. —  lOi). 

^The  location  of  the  village,  and  what  was  later  Nieolas's  fort,  in 
the  marshes  of  Sandusky,  is  not  fully  determined.  Trobably  It  was 
on  the  shores  of  Sandusky  Lac  (or  Lac  Junandotl),  at  Veuico.  Tho  old 
French  Fort  Sandusky  was  deslroyiMl  by  Indians  May  17,  17G3;  but  was 
later  rebuilt,  apparonlly  on  the  same  site. — En. 
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afflicted  him  because  it  strengthened  him  in  the  conviction  that 
that  !N"ation  would  soon  lose  the  benefits  conferred  on  them  by 
Christianity  unless  Monsieur  the  General  had  pity  on  them  and 
brought  them  near  him  and  that  such  removal  could  not  but  Be 
beneficial  to  the  Colony. 

The  lYth  of  September,  Father  de  la  Richardie  Writes  to 
Monsieur  the  general  that  he  Had  vainly  flattered  himself  that 
he  had  brought  back  the  hurons  Avho  Had  established  themselves 
at  the  little  Lake  ;^  that  most  of  them  Had  gone  to  Detroit  on  the 
approach  of  the  great  feasts,  and  Had  decamped  as  soon  as  they 
Were  over,  without  its  Being  possible  for  him  to  keep  them 
there ;  that  he  could  obtain  no  other  reasons  from  Them  except 
that  they  would  settle  down  as  soon  as  their  Father  would  have 
the  goodness  to  put  them  in  a  place  of  Safety,  for  they  could 
find  none  at  that  Spot  in  sight  of  tbe  Outaoiiacs  and  Sauteux ; 
that  if  their  village  Were  near  the  French  they  would  not  be 
afraid  of  their  Enemies  attacking  them ;  that  their  Father's 
Protection  would  shield  them  from  every  attack ;  that  it  had 
happened  that  two  Outaoiiacs  and  Poutoiiatamis  had  devasr 
tatcd  all  the  field  of  a  huroii  woman,  that  one  of  them  had  fired 
at  her  and  killed  her  dog  in  front  of  her;  that  on  the  same  day 
an  Outaouac,  knife  in  hand,  pursued  two  Children  thirteen 
years  of  age  as  far  as  a  cabin  in  tlie  field ;  that  all  this  con- 
fiiTQcd  their  just  fears. 

The  20th  of  April  1741,  Monsieur  De  jSToyan  Writes  to  Ikfon- 
siour  llie  (Icnernl  that  the  hurons  are  still  awailing  a  Collar 
that  they  Hope  he  will  Send  them  to  bring  them  near  him  with 
savage  formalities ;  that  they  are  divided  in  opinion,  some  wish- 
ing to  Establish  themselves  on  grosso  isle,  wliilc  the  otlicra  will 
Hear  of  nothing  but  Montreal;  but  that  all  arc  in  favor  nV  loiiv- 
ing  Detroit,  and  that  it  is  to  l>e  feared  under  llie  c'wvwi  \Miu\cos 
they  will  abandon  their  Country  and  their  Beligion ;  that  they 
will  bo  lost  unless  their  Father  saves  theui  fnnu  that  shipwreck, 

1 "  Little  Lake"  was  the  French  name  for  Sandusky  Day.  now  Ron- 
deau Harbor,  on  the  north  shore  of  I^ako  Erio.  The  roforonco  ia  prob- 
ably to  some  temporary  settlement. — Ei). 
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and  that  they  will  soon  bo  lost  if  lie  does  not  hold  out  his  hand 
to  them.    He  adds  that  that  iVation  is  not  one  to  be  neglected. 

The  22nd  of  the  same  jMonth,  Father  de  la  Richardie  writes 
to  ]\Ionsieiir  the  General  that  there  is  no  change  as  Regards  the 
hurons,  Exco]>t  that  iheir  Desire  to  go  and  Settle  at  Montreal  has 
diminished  without  having  passed  away,  and  that,  to  speak  with- 
out equivocation,  they  are  convinced  they  are  not  wanted  tliere; 
that  only  an  urgent  word  from  tlieir  Father  Onontio,  with  a 
similar  one  from  their  Praying  brothers  can  draw  them  thither, 
and  even  then  he  would  not  guarantee  that  all  would  go,  although 
he  thinks  that  those  who  would  remain  at  Detroit  would  gradu- 
ally join  the  others. 

The  12th  of  June  1741,  Monsieur  De  Noyan  Writes  that 
some  presents  would  be  needed  for  the  three  Nations  that  have 
to  Be  reconciled,  and  that  the  chief  item  is  a  collar  from  Mon- 
sieur the  general  to  grant  the  hurons  a  dwelling  place  near  him 3 
otherwise  he  foresees  that  that  Nation  will  be  completely  lost 
to  us  owing  to  the  jealousy  the  otliers  liave  of  it;  that  ])etroit 
is  alarmed  because  it  is  alleged  that  two  large  bands  of  Tctes- 
plates  have  set  out  on  the  war-path. 


1738:    NEW  COMMANDANT  FOR  DETROIT 

[Letter  from  Noyan  to  the  French  Minister.    Source,  same  as  preced- 
ing document,  but  vol.  70,  fol.  180.] 

Montreal,  October  5.  1738. 

MoNSEiONEUR — I  liavo  rcccived  with  all  possible  respect  and 
gratitude  the  Fresh  Marks  of  Kindness  wherewilli  Your  Clraco 
is  pleased  to  honor  me  by  appointing  me  comniaiKlnnl  al  Deti-oit. 

I  am  aware,  Monseigneur,  that  the  honor  of  Such  C^'onrulencc 
should  incite  Me  to  seek  the  ]\[eans  of  justifying  it  with  Your 
grace;  And  in  Spite  of  My  slight  Capacity,  T  ho]v  that  my 
desire  to  be  Deserving  of  so  Marked  a  favor  will  tMiabh^  mo  to 
do  what  you  expect  from  Me. 

I  am  unable,  Monseigneur,  to  propose  anything  to  Your  grace 
in  connection  With  the  establishment  of  that  post.    1  am  still 
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ignorant  of  the  means  you  intend  to  make  use  of  and  of  the 
Steps  juu  order  mo  to  adopt,  as  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  has  not  done  me  the  honor  of  communicating  them  to 
Me. 

That  post  is  greatly  disturbed  in  consequence  of  a  quarrel 
that  Arose  between  the  hurons  and  the  outaouas.  The  blood 
that  was  shed  in  it  leads  me  to  fear  lest  all  the  Savages  are  con- 
cerned in  it,  for,  Monseigneur,  those  two  languages  interest  all 
the  Nations  of  that  country.  This  year  again  those  two  ISTations 
had  asked  Me  to  command  them ;  the  outaouas  had  come  down 
for  That  purpose.  Here  is  a  suitable  opportunity  to  put  their 
friendship  to  the  test,  and  I  flatter  Myself  that  Your  grace  will 
have  sent  peace  there  when  I  reach  the  place.  Hitherto,  Mon- 
seigneur,  attempts  have  been  made  to  find  in  the  flood  of 
brandy  that  has  Poured  through  that  Wretched  post,  reasons  for 
concealing  under  tlie  pretext  of  the  interests  of  the  Colony  the 
avidity  of  Sordid  lucre  gained  by  the  Commandants  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  laws  of  honor  and  of  religion.  I  beg  Your  grace  to 
give  Me  orders  to  the  contrary,  authorizing  me  to  punish  the 
guilty  and  which  may  keep  me  Myself  in  Check  should  I  be  so 
Wretched  as  to  endeavor  to  make  My  fortune  by  Sucli  shameful 
Means.  By  this  Alone,  Monseigneur,  shall  I  be  able  to  main- 
tain order,  to  make  Myself  feared  and  esteemed  by  the  French 
and  the  Savages,  and  succeed  in  placing  on  a  firm  basis  the 
establishment  your  grace  orders  me  to  begin.  I  will  send  you 
an  accurate  and  faithful  Beport  every  year  if  God  be  j)lcnsod 
to  grant  me  My  Health  that  has  been  Greatly  weakened  by  three 
most  painful  operations  Perfonned  since  the  !Moutli  of  Aprih 
My  zeal  for  the  service  has  not  Suffered  from  this,  ;nu1  1  feel 
that  I  have  still  sufficient  strength  to  Withstand  tlio  unavoid- 
able fatigue  and  trouble. 

I  remain  with  the  most  ])rofound  Bospoct,  J\ionseigneur, 
Your  grace's  most  hiuiible  and  most  obedient  servant 

NOYAW 
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1738:    REPORT  OP  COPPER  MINES 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  5,  1738.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  09,  fol. 
222.] 

MONSEIGNEUE  

The  precautions  I  had  taken  to  enable  the  two  Miners  to  reach 
the  Copper  Mines  have  Been  unavailing,  owing  to  the  Voya- 
geurs  who  conducted  them  having  been  obliged  to  put  back 
through  stress  of  Weather,  And  to  the  Season  Being  too  far 
advanced,  which  compelled  them  to  winter  in  Montreal.  They 
proceeded  Early  last  spring  to  Chagoiiamigon  And  the  Sicur  de 
La  Ronde  Wrote  me  on  the  28th  of  June  and  22nd  of  July  that, 
as  he  was  returning  from  ISTavigating  the  Lake,  he  made  an 
Attempt  to  approach  the  island  that  is  said  to  Be  of  Copper  but 
a  Terrible  Squall  prevented  him  from  reacliing  it.  On  his 
arrival  at  Sault  Ste  Marie  (on  the  24th  of  June)  he  learned  that 
the  Miners  had  passed  14  days  previously  under  the  aniidance 
of  the  Sieur  Guillory.  He  Hoped  to  meet  him  along  tlie  Lake 
shore.  He  wrote  that  this  mishap  had  caused  him  cliagriu,  inas- 
much as  the  Sieur  Guillory  did  not  know  the  Places  as  lie  did; 
that  ISTevertheless  he  Was  assisted  by  a  Savage  wlio  Undertook  to 
take  him  to  one  of  tlie  Mines  wliere  (be  Sieur  dc  hi  lu'iide  had 
Been.  He  adds  in  his  Letter  of  tlie  2Stb  of  July  that  wben  the 
Miners  returned  to  the  Sault  Ste  Marie,  he  asked  them  -^hat 
they  tlionght  of  that  mass  of  Co]>]>er  (whieh  is  d<tid)(less  La 
Tloeho  [tlic  Bock  I  nlrendy  jiieiitioixMl).'  They  rei)lied  lh:it 
it  Was  a  Mass  that  had  been  carried  by  llie  ice  to  tliat  spot 
on  the  shore.  Thereupon  when  the  Sieur  de  La  Konde  told 
them  he  would  show  them  similar  ma-^ses  n\ore  llian  nfty 

1  Since  the  earliest  exploration  of  Lake  Superior,  the  French  had 
knowledge  of  a  large  mass  of  copper  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ontonagon 
River.  It  is  described  in  the  Jesuit  RcUitiou  for  1600.-07  (Thwnitos'a 
ed.,  1,  p.  207;  liv,  p.  101)  and  was  popularly  known  as  "La  Koche."  In 
1843  this  mass,  weighing  between  0,000  and  7,000  pounds,  was  trans- 
ported to  the  Smithsonian  Instilulion.  whore  it  was  fo»ind  to  ho  OTi  per 
cent  pure  copi)er. — En. 
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Leagues  from  there,  they  admitted  tliat  this  might  Be  so, 
and  that  the  masses  might  have  been  detached  from  some 
mountains.  The  Sienr  de  La  Ronde  Tlien  proposed  that 
they  Embark  with  him  in  order  that  he  might  Take  them 
to  the  PLices  where  the  Mines  Were  situated  And  xVmongs't 
others  to  those  in  the  Tonnagane  Eiver.  At  first  they  raised 
some  difficulties  because  their  engagement  Expires  on  the 
first  of  May  1Y39,  And  they  would  be  unable  to  get  Home  by 
that  date.  But  the  Sieur  de  La  Ronde  having  disposed  of  all 
objections  by  promising  to  pay  them  for  the  extra  time  they 
would  be  with  him,  they  agreed  to  go  whither  he  might  wish  to 
take  them.  The  idea  of  the  Sieur  de  La  Ronde  is  to  make  them 
Inspect  generally  all  the  Places  on  the  Lake  where  he  knows 
of  Coppor  Mines  being  situated  and  to  take  advantage  of  the 
stay  of  the  miners  at  that  Place  to  obtain  all  the  Information  he 
can  from  them  so  that  when  he  communicates  the  same  to  me  I 
may  be  in  a  Position  to  Report  to  you  thereon.  Monsieur  hoc- 
quart  And  I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  the  report  made  by  one 
Guillory,  the  younger,  who  arrived  from  that  Country  on  the 
14th  of  the  month  of  August  last. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  seiTant 

Beauiiarxois 

Quebec,  October  5th,  1738. 


1738:    ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  DETROIT 

[Letter  of  De  Noyan  to  the  French  Minlstor.    Source,  snnip  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  vol.  70,  fol.  100. 1 

Montreal,  October  IS.  17:^8. 

Monseigneur — Hitherto  I  had  flattered  Myself  that  ^fon- 
eieur  The  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  and  Monsieur  hocquart 
would  have  added  to  the  favor  your  p^ace  has  conferred  on  !Me 
that  of  communicating  to  Me  Your  T^u-dship's  Orders  Resivin- 
ing  The  Establishment  of  detroit. 
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After  Writing  on  two  occasions  to  Monsieur  de  Beaucours* 
that  he  would  send  him  the  court's  intentions  with  Regard  to 
Me,  Monsieur  the  Marquis  De  Beauharnois  instructed  Monsieur 
de  longueuiP  at  Quebec  to  write  Me  that  he  had  not  Carefully 
examined  Your  Lordship's  letter  when  he  wrote  to  Monsieur  de 
Beaucours ;  that  he  had  received  no  orders  to  send  Me  to  detroit 
But  Merely  a  project  proposed  by  Your  grace  to  which  he  would 
send  an  answer,  and  therefore  that  the  matter  was  not  settled. 
Thus,  Monseigneur,  it  has  been  sought  to  deprive  Me  of  the 
honor  I  should  have  had  in  proving  that  I  was  fit  for  the  posi- 
tion, and  in  justifying  Your  grace's  choice  of  me  as  a  disin- 
terested Person.  In  truth  I  am  unable  to  reply  because  I  am 
equally  ignorant  Both  of  Your  Lordship's  plan  and  of  the 
objections  to  it. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  Your  Lordship's  Kindness 
toward  me  causes  Mucli  embarrassment  and  jealousy  here. 
Monsieur  de  ISToyelles  finishes  His  three  years  in  the  j\Ionth  of 
May  next,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Kew  commandant  is  under 
consideration.  If  j\ronsieur  the  general  iniendod  that  I  should 
be  the  person,  he  would  do  me  the  honor  of  notifying  Me. 
Arrangements  have  to  be  made  to  obviate  expense;  I  have  there- 
fore reason  to  think  that  he  is  at  J.cast  S\irj)nscd  that  Yo\ir 
Lordship  should  have  cast  your  eyes  On  Me. 

It  Seems  to  Me  that  Your  grace's  project,  whatever  it  may 
Be,  should  not  occasion  any  trouble ;  and  that  the  person  whom 
you  have  honored  with  Your  confidence  should  be  sent  there : 
Either  giving  him  the  post  as  it  stands  until  Further  orders, 
directing  him  to  keep  account  of  the  emoluments  in  order  to 
render  an  exact  account  thereof  to  tbe  Court;  Or,  Messieurs  de 


1  Josu6  Dubois  de  Berthelot,  Sieur  de  Beaucourt,  came  to  New  France 
as  an  engineer  in  the  troops.  He  assisted  at  the  fortifications  of  Que- 
bec in  1G91,  and  again  in  1712.  He  became  a  famous  partisan  loailor. 
heading  expeditions  against  the  Iroquois  in  1693,  and  In  Qiieon  Anne's 
War  (1702-13).  In  1730  he  was  governor  of  Three  Rivers,  and  later  of 
Montreal,  which  latter  office  he  held  until  about  1748.— Kn. 

^This  was  Charles  Le  Moyne,  secon<l  baron  de  lx)ngueuil;  see  ante, 
p.  10,  note  2. — Ed. 
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BeaTLharnois  and  hocqnart  would  receive  the  proceeds  of  the 
licenses  and  other  emoluments  of  the  post,  have  the  officer  con- 
veyed there  and  supply  His  iTeeds  until  Further  orders  from 
Your  grace. 

It  has  not  depended  on  Me,  Monseigneur,  for  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  writing  to  them  and  of  assuring  them  that  I  would  be 
ready  at  any  time  to  carry  out  Your  grace's  orders  and  theirs. 

I  have  learned  indirectly  that  Messieurs  the  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  and  hocquart  found  that  the  post  of  detroit  would  No 
longer  Be  of  any  advantage  to  the  commandant.  I  do  not  think, 
Monseigneur,  that  they  had  such  anxiety  with  regard  to  Me. 
I  flatter  Myself  that  My  disinterestedness  is  Known  to  them: 
But  how  can  a  post  Avhere  one  Serves  the  King  Well  cease  to  be 
an  advantageous  one,  when  the  King  rewards  Services  and  Your 
Lordship  is  the  dispenser  of  favors. 

All  such  posts  will  ever  be  advantageous  ones  to  Me,  And  I 
venture  to  offer  Your  grace  the  Heart  Least  affected  by  interest 
and  the  most  Sensitive  to  honor. 

JSTevertheless,  convinced  as  1  Am  tliat  it  is  Your  Lordship's 
intention,  while  promoting  the  public  Welfare,  to  Allow  or  to 
give  the  officer  sufficient  for  an  honorable  livelihood,  I  crave 
Your  grace's  permission  to  enter  into  details  regarding  That 
post 

The  sum  of  500  livres  is  paid  for  each  license,  10  or  12 
of  which  are  issued  yearly  besides  those  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries and  of  The  officer  Second  in  command.  This 
yields  at  least  ....    5.000  livres 

The  King  has  always  given  to  the  commandant  the  powder 
Required  for  the  whole  post,  and  which  he  has  always 
caused  to  be  sold  to  the  French  and  Savages.  This 
favor  is  worth,  per  annum  1.500  livres 

Hitherto,  for  the  maintenance  of  Good  order,  It  has  been 
enacted  that  the  Com uandant  should  have  a  Bureau 
where  he  has  caused  all  the  wine  and  brandy  He- 
quired  by  the  French  to  be  sold.  This  also  brings 
him  in,  per  annum       ....    2,000  livres 


8.500  livres 
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Here  we  have  eight  Thousand  five  hundred  livres  that  can  he 
obtained  from  the  post  Without  engaging  in  trade.  In  some 
years  as  many  as  14  and  15  canoes  go  there.  But  their  IN'umber 
is  always  uncertain. 

If  it  be  Your  Lordship's  intention  to  lower  the  price  of  the 
licenses  with  the  object  of  settling  the  post,  it  Will  be  easy  to  do 
so  l>v  making  it  Known  that  every  voyageur  who  takes  up  a  lot 
of  land  at  detroit,  shall,  in  Consideration  of  the  sum  of  250 
livres  per  canoe,  have  the  exclusive  right  of  going  down  to 
Montreal  for  Merchandize;  and  I  shall  See,  Monseigneur,  that 
the  conditions  in  this  respect  Be  complied  with.  When  the 
habitants  of  the  place  shall  Trade  alone  and  by  them  Selves  it 
will  Be  profitable  to  them,  and  the  Savages  will  get  what  they 
"Need  at  a  Much  Cheaper  Bate. 

ITevertheless,  Similar  licenses  might  be  granted  at  tlie  same 
price  to  tlic  voyageurs  of  ^Fonti-cal,  wlien  the  I'osidents  do  not 
want  them. 

According  to  tliis  phin  the  licenses  will  not  yield  more  than 
2500  or  3000  livres  fur  it  must  be  observed  tliat  Trade  is  ruined 
Avhen  more  goods  go  nj)  than  can  be  dis]>ose(l  of. 

for  license  .....    2,500  livres 

profit  on  the  powder  .  .  .  1,500  livres 

profit  from  the  Bureau         ....    2.000  livres 

I  believe,  Monseigneur,  that  discipline  and  good  order  require 
that  the  Commandant  should  Alone  have  the  distribution  of  and 
the  profits  from  the  two  last  mentioned  items,  which  Are  not 
included  in  the  trade.  Such,  if  I  may  venture  to  express  ^[y 
Opinion  to  your  grace,  is  the  Surest  and  ensiest  way  of  settling 
detroit. 

But  if  Your  Ix)rdship  wish  (hat  tlie  Same  ]>rice  be  i^lnrged 
for  the  licenses,  a^^d  that  everything  the  ]x>st  can  yield  l>o 
derived  from  it  in  order  that,  after  (he  oHitHU's  are  ]>aid.  the  Sur- 
plus Be  remitted  to  be  emjiloyed  as  Your  grace  may  deem  Ivst. 
I  will  keep  So  accura(e  an  accouii(  tluM'ci^f  (hat  yi>n  Will  b.^ 
Satisfied  with  my  ol)odience. 

T  Also  hope,  Monseigneur,  tliat  Your  grace  will,  fi>r  (he  first 
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year,  Leave  matters  on  the  present  footing  in  order  to  Meet  My 
Travelling  expenses  And  the  cost  of  conveying  such  JsTecessaries 
as  Might  Be  charged  for — with  this  difference  that  I  will  have 
no  Goods  for  iirading  taken  np,  And  that  I  will  account  to  Your 
Lordship,  both  for  the  expenses  and  for  the  revenues  of  the  post 
60  that  Your  grace  may  dispose  of  the  surplus. 

The  officer  Second  in  command  has  two  licenses  or  .  1,000  livres 

The  interpreter  has  one  license  or       .              .  .  500  livres 

The  Missionary  of  the  French  has       .              .  ,  500  livres 

The  Missionary  of  the  Hurons  has  tM'o  licenses  .  .  1,000  livres 

3,000  livres 

They  always  dispose  of  their  licenses  to  Voyageurs,  and 
Xeithcr  the  Kini>'  Nov  (ho  ('oiinnaudaiil  lui"^'e  any  cxi)en?e  to* 
incur  in  That  respect. 

The  presents  the  commandants  are  obliged  to  give  Are  very 
considerable.  But  if  Your  Lordship  will  have  the  powder  given 
Me  at  the  price  it  costs  the  King  in  France,  and  will  have  tho 
Goodness  to  allow  me  room  for  four  tons  of  freight  on  the 
King^s  Ship  for  the  conveyance  of  the  wine  and  Brandy  I  shall 
Keed,  I  will  ask  no  compensation  for  all  the  presents  I  Shall 
be  obliged  to  give  the  Savages  with  the  exception  of  some  extra- 
ordinary occasions  in  connection  with  which  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  submitting  My  representations. 

Thus,  Monseigneur,  If  Your  grace  gi-ants  Me  3000  or  2500 
livres  On,  the  licenses  with  two  or  three  Thousand  ]>outu1s  of 
powder  at  the  price  His  Majesty  pays  for  it  in  France,  and  the 
right  of  the  Bni'(\m  |  >^al(s  room  |  wliicli  Seems  to  osj>ontial 
to  the  Commandant  who  must  bo  responsible  for  TTis  post,  I  will 
find  the  sum  of  five  or  Six  Thousand  livres  K^th  for  my  Living 
expenses  and  for  presents  to  the  Savages  which  amount  to  more 
than  1500  livres  a  year. 

I  ask  no  other  Obligation  from  the  voyageurs  than  to  bring 
Me  200  pounds  weight  for  every  canoe  carrying  5000  pounds. 

Moreover,  Monseigneur,  I  Am  but  too  highly  honored  by 
Your  grae(>'s  seleellon  of  m(\  1  Slmll  alwMvs  (»oiileiit  with 
whatever  you  may  be  pleased  to  order  Me.    When  My  dis- 
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interestedness  and  My  zeal  Become  known  to  you  I  shall  Be 
more  than  amply  rewarded.  Whatever  may  Be  Your  views 
Respecting  that  post,  I  hope  to  carry  them  out  on  all  points  that 
may  depend  on  Me.  There  remains  but  one  thing  more, for  Me 
to  desire  and  that  is  that  Your  Lordship  should  believe  Me  incap- 
able of  doing  anything  contrary  to  Your  orders,  to  My  honor 
and  to  My  duty,  Even  were  the  most  Brilliant  fortune  to  depend 
on  it.  And  what  fortune,  Monseigneur,  can  compare  in  My 
eyes  with  The  honor  of  Your  confidence. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  resj^ect,  Monseigneur,  Youi 
grace's  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 

Chauoy  dk  Xoyan 


[Letter  of  Beaiiharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct,  22  1738.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  G9,  fol. 
63.] 

Monseigneur — We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the 
honor  of  Writing  to  us  on  the  23rd  of  April  last  with  reference 
to  the  Post  of  Detroit. 

Of  the  plans  that  each  of  us  individually  submitted  last  year 
to  you,  Monseigneur,  you  approve  only  the  Appointment  of  a 
Stationary  Commandant;  you  reject  all  the  rest  and  you  are 
])lcasod  to  T^lxplain  to  Us  a  third  project  that  has  been  pro]X).sed 
to  you  which  you  Deem  more  Suitable  and  which  you  order  us 
to  discuss  together  and  to  Report  thereon.    This  we  do. 

We  both  agree  with  regard  to  the  Stationary  Commandant 
who  is  to  have  no  interest  whatever  in  tlio  Trade  carried  on  at 
tlie  Post,  and  to  whom  a  suitable  remuneration  will  bo  acf^orded 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Licenses.  There  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  allow  all  indigent  families  to  go  and  Settle  at  thut 
Post  if  the  free  ])ennit3  to  be  granted  them  for  eonveyanee  there 
with  goods  did  not  on  the  other  liand  diminisli  the  number  of 
Permits  that  are  lK>ught  and  the  i)roceeds  whereof  barely  siiftieo 
to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Post.  The  same  ditVieulty 
arises  as  regards  taking  from  the  ])roceods  of  the  Lioen^oa  the 

[  2\n)  1 


1738]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


assistance  and  facilities  to  be  granted  those  families  for  their 
Settlement. 

The  right  to  Trade  that  it  is  proposed  to  give  the  Residents  at 
the  Post;  in  Preference  to  the  voyagenrs  of  Montreal  Is  a 
privilege  those  Residents  have  never  asked.  The  number  of 
permissions  to  go  and  Trade  at  Detroit  is  not  absolutely  limited 
and  whenever  those  same  Residents  have  applied  for  Permits 
these  have  always  been  granted  them  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
voyageurs  from  Montreal.  But  to  Further  compel  the  Resi- 
dents when  they  take  out  Licenses  to  have  a  certain  number  of 
arpents  of  land  cleared  and  cultivated  every  year,  would  be  to 
impose  an  additional  burden  on  them  and  indirectly  to  give  the 
preference  of  the  Trade  to  the  voyageurs  from  Montreal.  We 
would  Also  observe  that  if  it  Be  proper  for  the  growth  of  the 
Post  to  send  families  there,  it  Is  Equally  important  that  such 
families  Should  devote  themselves  to  the  Cultivation  of  the  land 
the  produce  whereof  will  cnal)le  them  to  ])rocure  what  tlioy  need 
from  the  voyageurs  of  Montreal  who  will  su]>ply  their  wants. 

Here  is  a  fourth  project,  Monseigneur,  which  we  consider 
approaches  Your  vierws  the  most  closely,  since  there  can  be  no 
question  of  an  increase  of  the  garrison. 

In  the  present  State  of  affairs  the  proceeds  of  the  licenses 
granted  amounts  every  year  to  the  sum  of  GG 50  livres  on  an 
average,  including  500  livres  paid  by  the  two  Gunsmiths,  And 
150  livres  by  private  individuals  who  resitle  withiu  the  Inclos- 
ure  of  the  fori.  Th\i^  sum  of  ()G50  livres  will,  if  Vdu  order  it,  be 
Employed  in  paying  the  expenses  set  forth  in  the  annexed  State- 
ment wherein  Is  Included  a  sum  of  3000  livres  for  the  gratuity 
to  be  given  the  stationary  Commandant;  in  consideration  of 
that  amount  he  shall  be  forbiddeu  to  carry  ou  nnv  Trade. 

The  cost  of  transporting  the  pay  And  uniforms  of  tbe  Gar- 
rison is  not  included  in  the  Statement  and  to  meet  (liat  expense 
Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  might  grant  2  or  3  free  ]vruiits  to 
Voyageurs  of  Montreal  who  would  uiulertako  suoli  traus|>irt. 

It  will  also  be  Advisable  to  oblige  the  other  Voyageurs  or  per- 
sons in  Cliargo  of  Canoes  to  carry  Each  150  ]xiunds  Weight  of 
provisions,  utensils  or  iuiplements  for  the  Conuuaudant  as  is 
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done  at  present.  The  custom  will  also  be  continued  of  granting 
a  free  permit  for  a  Canoe  or  half  a  Canoe  to  the  Missionary  of 
the  Savages,  the  Chaplain,  the  Interpreter,  the  Surgeon  And 
the  Sub-delegate.  By  this  arrangement  the  Trade  that  the 
Commandant  has  hitherto  been  allowed  to  carry  on  will  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  the  general  Trade  of  that  Post,  and  it  may- 
happen  that  a  larger  number  of  Voyageurs  will  apply  for  the 
purchase  of  licenses.  This  will  increase  the  actual  proceeds  of 
the  Post  and  in  such  Case  the  Surplus  will  Ik?  Employed  in 
facilitating  the  transport  of  some  families,  in  providing  for  their 
subsistence  And  in  assisting  them  at  the  Beginning  of  their 
Settlement  at  Detroit  either  for  carrying  on  Trade  or  for  the 
first  clearing  of  the  Lands  that  will  be  Granted  to  them. 

The  Sieur  Noyan  Wrote  to  both  of  Us  separately  from  ^Mon- 
treal  a  short  time  ago.  He  claims  to  be  cured  of  the  oi>eration 
performed  last  spring  on  his  left  Breast,  and  ho  Considers 
himself  in  fit  Condition  to  proceed  to  his  destination  at  Detroit 
next  spring.  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  will  give  him  orders  to 
that  effect.  He  will  therefore  Appoint  him  Commandant  on  the 
footing  We  propose  to  you,  pending  the  receipt  of  your  orders. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  resj>ect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants, 

Beauiiaknois 
Quebec,  October  22nd,  1738.  Hucquakt 


1738:    THE  BEAVER  TRADE 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  IMinlster.    Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  vol.  G9,  fol.  1471 

AFoNSKKiNia  i; Tlir  Syndics  Ami  llircvtors  ol*  \\\v  Coinp.iuy 
of  llio  Indies  ]i;i\-c  \Vritl<n  to  iiu  lliat  yon  lind  caiisrd  V\C- 
l;i();icli('S  to  !)('  ;ul<lr(>s.^('d  lo  llirm  in  ('onncrlion  with  tlio  t'iilling 
oif  in  \hv  Wcwcv  ti'iidc  \\iii(Ii  yon  (l('<  iiic(l  to  br  dno  In  tluin. 
■riuy'  l)cg£;vd  nio  to  wi'itc  von  I  lint  lln\v  wvn^  not  ro><i>on>iMo  for 
this  a«i  they  Innl  vwv  -I riven  lo  |troniol<>  il.     1  can  assmv  yow^ 
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Monseigneur,  that  the  falling  off  Was  dne  to  the  bad  quality 
of  the  Scarlet  cloth,  And  to  the  low  price  of  Beaver  skins.  As 
soon  as  I  Represented  this  to  them  they  Sent  out  better  cloth 
And  raised  the  price  of  that  Fur;  this  has  contributed  not  a 
little  to  increase  this  year's  Receipts. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauiiarxois 

Quebec,  October  20th,  1738. 


1739:    MEMOIR  OF  LA  RONDE 

LMS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  65,  c.  11,  fol.  173."] 

Statement  of  the  sei-vices  rendered  to  his  Majesty  by  Monsieur 
de  La  lioiide  Denis,  Kni(j/it  of  the  Uoyat  and  Mititary  order 
of  St.  Louis,  first  Captain  and  Connnandant  of  the  Troops 
of  the  Detachment  of  Mamne,  from  10S7  to  the  year  1739, 

1687  Tie  was  made  a  guardsman  in  the  Marine^  and  sei'ved 
in  the  Department  of  Rochefort  until  1G80.  He  served  with 
Vice-Admiral  Monsieur  de  Gabarct,  Chief  of  the  Squadron, 

1689  in  the  ''St  Michel"  on  board  of  which  he  took  king 
james  to  Ireland,  and  in  the  same  Campaign,  he  was  present  at 
the  Battle  of  Bantry,^  and  at  the  capture  of  an  Ostend  privateer, 
mounting  18  Guns,  which  we  took  witli  Boats  conuuanded  by 
Monsieur  Du  Tare. 

1690  He  served  in  the  ''Courageux,"  Commanded  by  ^fon- 
sieur  Reale;  and  was  at  Brest  with  ]\Ionsieur  the  ^larquis  de 
Sevigny  Montmeron ;  he  was  also  projiciit  at  (lie  Battk'»  of  la 
Blanche." 

>Einiivalent  to  midshipman. —  En. 

2 James  II  landed  at  Kinsale,  Ireland,  March  12,  Ui89.  The  EngllsU 
were  defeated  by  the  French  in  the  naval  battle  of  Bantry  Bay  in  May 
of  the  same  year. — En. 

3 The  battlo  of  "la  Manche"  is  known  to  En^;lish  historians  as  that 
of  Beachy  Head,  in  which  a  French  fleet  of  ton  vessels  defeated  the 
allied  Dutch  and  English  fleet  of  flfty-slx  ships.— En. 
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1691  In  the  "Excellent"  with  Monsieur  Dn  Rivan  huet,  on 
which  he  cruised  in  the  Channel  throughout  the  winter,  and 
served  during  the  Cruise  on  the  high  seas. 

1692  In  the  "EnvieiLx"  with  Monsieur  Bonaventure,  doing 
duly  as  Ensign  during  the  Cruise  to  Canada,  and  thence  along 
the  Coast  of  new  England. 

1693  In  the  "Suzanne  Frangoise"  with  ]\ron3ieur  Bonaven- 
ture on  a  voyage  to  Acadia,  during  which  he  served  as  first  Lieu- 
tenant. 

1694  In  the  "Entendu"  with  Monsieur  Duquesne,  when  we 
went  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  captured  Palamos  and 
Girone. 

1695  In  the  "Envieux''  with  Monsieur  Bonaventure,  on 
board  of  which  he  ranked  as  Ensign,  and  went  to  Acadia  where 
they  fought  an  English  frigate,  and  tlicnce  to  Placontia.  Here 
he  found  Monsieur  Belair,  a  post  Captain,  who  commanded  the 
"fourbe'^  and  whose  Lieutenant  had  been  hilled  in  an  engage- 
ment that  took  place  during  the  voyage  from  France.  He  there- 
fore took  Monsieur  do  la  Kondc  Denis  in  his  place,  and  during 
the  Rim  home  he  took  an  English  Ship  mounting  16  Guns,  the 
Command  whereof  was  given  him.  On  approaching  the  French 
coast,  he  met  an  English  Squadron,  whieh  captured  liim  and  took 
him  a  prisoner  to  Ireland. 

1696  He  remained  thirteen  Months  in  the  prisons  of  ireland. 

1697  He  sailed  in  the  ''Vespre"  Commanded  bv  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Chartrier  in  Monsieur  d'lberville^s  Squadron,  which 
sailed  for  Hudson's  Bay.  He  hckl  the  rank  of  Lieutenant.  They 
captured  the  forts;  sank  the  admiral's  sliip;  took  one  ship  and 
put  the  remainder  of  the  Squadri)n  to  flight.^ 

1698  In  the  "Envicux"  on  Ixiard  of  whicli  he  hold  the  rank 
of  Ensign.  They  went  into  all  the  harbors  of  Acadia,  and 
thence  to  Placontia. 

1699  In  the  "Nieu|X)rt"  with  ^[onsicur  de  CtuirKm  St. 
Leger,  cruising  al  ;ng  the  Coast  of  Acadia  against  fnv-Wtcra. 

iThia  feat  of  Iberville's  Is  well  described  by  (^arnoaii,  llistiHic  Je 
Canada  (Montreal.  1S82),  i,  pp.  3i)8-371.— Ei). 
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He  held  the  rank  of  Ensign,  and  had  Charge  of  the  Ship  by  the 
King's  orders,  owing  to  his  tliorough  Knowledge  of  that  coast. 

1700  In  the  ^'Eenommee"  with  Monsieur  d'Iberville,  sail- 
ing to  the  Mississipi.  He  held  the  rank  of  Ensign,  and  for  fiye 
months  he  was  in  the  river  engaged  in  sui-veying  it  in  obedience 
lo  Monsieur  d'Iberville's  orders.^ 

1701  His  Majesty  gave  him  the  Command  of  the  '^Enflame'' 
to  sail  to  the  Mississipi  with  Munitions."  The  Cruise  occu- 
pied 17  months. 

1702  In  the  "Loire/'  Comimanded  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Gabaret,  on  board  of  which  he  was  second  in  command,  sailing 
to  Canada,  to  take  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois,^  the  intendant, 
there ;  and  during  tlie  Voyage  they  captured  an  English  Ship  at 
night.  He  was  dangerously  woimded  in  the  Shoulder,  and  wsls 
compelled  to  remain  in  Canada,  as  he  w^as  not  cured  wdien  the 
Ship  sailed. 

1703  He  returned  in  the  '^seine"  commanded  by  ^lonsieur 
Tlie  Chevalier  de  Beauharnois  doing  duty  as  second  Lieutenant 
during  the  Voyage. 

1704  In  the  "seine"  with  Monsieur  The  Chevalier  de 
Meaupou,  sailing  to  Canada  on  board  of  which  he  w^as  second 
Lieutenant.  During  the  Voyage  they  met  the  Virginian  fleet 
consisting  of  five  war-ships  which  attacked  us  and  after  an  En- 
gagement lasting  17  hours,  as  our  rigging  was  all  shot  away,  and 
we  had  six  feet  of  water  in  our  Hold,  we  were  captured  and 
taken  to  England."^ 

1705  In  the  "Profond"  with  Monsieur  Cauvet  sailing 
to  Acadia,  on  lx>ard  of  which  he  was  second  in  command 

iThis  was  Iberville's  second  voyage  to  the  MissiBslppI.  Ho  arrived 
at  his  colony  at  Biloxi,  Dec.  12,  1()99,  and  sponl  (he  noxt  five  months 
exploring  the  Mississippi  River. —  En. 

2The  "Enflamm6"  arrived  at  IBlloxi  colony  with  provisions,  etc..  the 
last  of  May,  1701. — Ed. 

8  Francois  de  Beauharnois,  intendant  of  New  France  from  Septem- 
ber, 1702,  to  September,  1705.— En. 

4  The  "Seine"  was  a  store  ship  of  40  guns,  and  had  on  board  20 
oflacers,  2,000  small  arms,  and  much  ammunition.  The  English  colo- 
nists were  rejoiced  at  its  capture. — B4. 
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during  the  Voyage,  and  on  his  arrival  he  took  Command,  by  His 
Majesty's  order,  of  a  frigate  mounting  1-1-  Guns  tliat  tlie  King 
had  caused  to  1x3  Built  for  the  purpose  of  cruising  Along  tlie 
Coast  of  new  England. 

1707  While  in  Harlx)r  on  board  the  King's  frigate  the 
^'Biche/'  ready  to  sail  on  a  cniise,  an  English  fleet  sailed  into 
Port  Koyal  to  besiege  it.  He  was  Compelled  to  run  the  frigate 
aground  beneath  The  fort,  and  was  detached  bv  Monsieur  de 
subercasse  at  the  head  of  130  men  to  opjxjse  tlie  passage  of  the 
little  Kiver  which  the  Enemy,  to  the  number  of  1500  men, 
were  to  cross.  ]Ie  repulsed  them  tAvice,  but  was  compelled  to 
give  way  to  superior  force,  and  he  Ivetreated  to  the  fort,  fighting 
every  foot  of  the  ground.  Throughout  the  siege,  he  commanded 
the  Royal  Bastion,  which  faced  the  Enemy,  and  when  the  siege 
was  raised,  he  embarked  on  the  frigate  to  carry  the  news  to  the 
King.^ 

1708  He  Commanded  the  ''Venus'^  which  sailed  in  the 
depth  of  the  winter  to  Acadia  with  Munitions  of  war,  and  he  ar- 
rived there  at  the  Beginning  of  April.  'J'lience  he  went  to 
Cruise  along  the  coast  of  new  England  where  he  captured  si'vcral 
])rizes,  and  went  to  Placentia  to  dismantle  the  vessel. 

1709  He  served  under  ]\ronsieur  de  St  Ovide  He  Brogliand 
Avith  the  rank  of  second  Commander.  He  had  IGO  men  to 
go  and  capture  the  English  coast.  Tliey  succeeeded  very  well 
for  on  the  first  of  Jaiuiary  they  took  fort  St  John  where  they 
found  more  than  a  thousand  men  under  arms,  lK)th  Trooj^s  and 
settlers.  In  the  Spring  they  blew  up  all  The  forts;  they  litld 
the  Coast  to  ransom,  and  conveyed  all  tlio  artillei7  in  the  **Ve- 
nus"  to  Placentia. lie  l<H»k  to  (^nchee  llic  governor,  the  olli- 


JThis  was  the  expedition  commanded  by  Colonel  Mareli.  whicli  sailed 
from  Boston,  May  13,  1707,  and  made  a  frnitless  assault  on  Port  Royal. 

Daniel  d'Auger  de  Subcreasse  came  to  Canada  in  1GS7.  and  after 
military  service  in  various  parts  of  i  lu>  colony,  received  the  appointment 
of  governor  of  Acadia  in  1705.  In  1710  he  surrendered  Port  Hoyal  to 
the  English— El). 

3La  Konde  was  a  voluulrei  in  this  New  roiindland  (^xp<Mlilion.  which 
was  planned  by  St.  Ovide.  King's  lieutenant  at  Placentia.  and  nepln w 
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cers,  and  soldiers  of  the  gan-ison  of  St  John,  and  handed  them 
over  to  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  hy  Avhoni  he  was 
detained  during  the  whole  Summer  to  Command  the  Marine  for 
the  Defence  of  Quehee,  which  was  threatened  with  an  attack. 
After  this  he  conveyed  provisions  to  the  Garrison  and  Colony  of 
Placentia,  which  without  that  succor  would  have  died  of  hunger 
during  the  winter.  All  these  voyages  were  performed  in  veiy 
bad  weather,  and  nearly  caused  his  death  several  times. 

1710  He  sailed  on  tlie  ''Loire"  for  Acadia.  When  he 
reached  Placentia,  he  learned  that  Acadia  was  taken,  and  this 
compelled  him  to  remain  at  Placentia  by  order  of  Monsieur  de 
Costebelle. 

1711  He  w^as  sent  by  Monsieur  de  Costebelle,  the  gov- 
ernor, to  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  secretly  securing 
neutrality  between  its  people,  and  that  of  Canada  in  order  there- 
by to  diminish  the  aid  tliat  new  England  might  give  for  the 
Conquest  of  new  France;  and  he  would  have  succeeded  in  this 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Mishaps  that  occurred,  and  whereof  liis 
Majesty  was  fully  informed  by  the  Said  Sieur  de  Costel)elle, 
who  several  times  placed  His  life  in  danger. 

1712  He  received  an  order  from'  the  King  to  settle  L'Isle 
Poyale;^  he  went  in  the  "Samezelac"  with  Monsieur  de  St 
Ovide  de  brogliand. 

1713  During  the  winter  he  was  engaged  in  roaming  the 
depths  of  the  forests  and  tl)e  Lakes  of  that  island  a  IMap  whereof, 
made  by  the  sieur  de  Couhaigne  sub  engineer,  he  gave  to  the  Com- 
mandant of  Louisbourg.  After  this,  lie  was  ordered  to  go  to 
Port  Poyal,  to  les  mines  and  Beaubassin  on  the  coast  of  Acadio 
to  Prevent  the  settlers  from  submitting  to  Knglisli  dominativ»n, 
Ixjcause  those  places  du  not  form  i)art  of  Udva  vSmtia  ov  Acadia 
according  to  the  Former  Lindts  dcliiicd  by  the  treaty  of  riri\'lit. 

of  the  former  governor,  De  Brouillan.  The  expedition  is  descMibod  hy 
Charlevoix,  History  of  New  France  (Shea  ed.,  New  York,  1871).  v.  pp. 
212-215.— Ed. 

1  After  the  loss  of  Acadia,  the  French  tried  to  replace  (hat  colony 
by  another  on  lale  Hoyale  (now  Cape  11  ret  on  Island).  Costabelle  was 
the  first  governor,  but  was  replaced  In  1713  by  St.  Ovide. —  Ki). 
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He  succeeded  so  well  that)  these  people  there  agreed  to  never  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  tlie  King  of  Grea^  Britain,  and  to  re- 
main faithful  to  the  King  of  France,  their  sovereign.^ 

1714  On  his  return  from  Acadia  in  the  Month  of  January^ 
he  was  ordered  to  go  to  Trance,  to  carry  despatches  from  Mon- 
sieur de  Costebelle  to  the  Court.  He  was  unfortunately  wrecked 
on  Reaching  the  Coast  of  Brittany,  whence  he  ]X)sted  to  Ver- 
sailles. There  he  found  that  he  had  been  appointed  Command- 
ant of  the  port  of  Toulouse,  where  he  arrived  after  encountering 
great  difficulties,  and  continued  to  serve  unil  1720. 

1720  He  received  a  command  from  the  King  to  go  and  serve 
in  Canada.  As  he  was  about  to  start,  he  was  Ordered  by 
Monsieur  de  St  Ovide  de  Brogliand  to  follow  the  sieur  de  Gode- 
ville,  the  officer  Commanding  the  fleet  of  Fisle  St.  Jean,  to  help 
to  settle  that  island.    Tliis  resulted  in  his  remaining  there  by 

1721  the  King's  Order  during  1721,  to  act  as  second  in  Com- 
mand in  the  said  island." 

1722  He  was  Ordered  by  the  King  to  replace  the  sieur  de 
Godeville  in  the  Command,  which  he  was  unable  to  do  as  Mon- 
sieur de  Beaucoiirt,  the  Lieuteniant  of  L'Isle  Royale,had  received 
a  similar  order. 

1723  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  thought  proper 
to  send  him  by  land  to  Boston  on  the  6th  of  October  to  repre- 
sent to  the  governor  of  tliat  place  the  injury  that  he  did  to  the 

1  After  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  French  claimed  that  the  clause 
ceding  Acadia  "with  its  former  limits"  meant  only  that  portion  of  the 
peninsula  upon  which  Port  Royal  stood.  Minas  and  Beaubassln  were 
by  that  interpretation  still  on  French  soil.  For  further  description 
of  this  embassy,  see  documents  cited  by  Richard,  Acadia  (New  York 
189B),  i,  pp.  83-87.  This  frank  avowal  by  La  Ronde  of  the  purpose 
and  success  of  his  embassy  undoubtedly  lessens  the  weight  of  the  con- 
tention that  the  British  authorities  treated  the  Acadians  with  undue 
severity,  even  at  this  early  period  of  English  sovereignty. — Ed. 

2 Isle  St.  Jean  (now  Prince  Edward's  Island)  was  in  ni9  ceded  to 
a  French  nobleman  who  formed  a  company  to  settle  it.  After  a  brief 
trial,  the  enterprise  proved  abortive,  and  a  i>ernianent  settlement 
was  not  made  until  after  the  fall  of  Louisburg. —  En. 
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Abenakis  by  taking  possession  of  all  their  lands.^  lie  had  great 
trouble  in  reaching  there,  owing  to  the  season  which  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  he  carried  out  the  orders  and  instructions  that  he 
had  received  to  the  satisfaction  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil.^  But  that  journey  and  most  of  those  that  preceded  it 
were  very  costly  to  him,  for  his  Expenses  were  never  reimbursed, 
and  ho  never  received  any  allowance  either  from  the  Court  or 
from  the  governors  wdio  sent  him. 

1727  He  was  appointed  by  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Beau- 
harnois  Commandant  at  Chaoiiamigon,  600  Leagues  from  Que- 
bec. On  arriving  at  that  post  he  withdrew  from  the  tribe  of 
savages  there,  who  are  the  Sauteux,  a  Collar  which  they  had 
received  from'  the  jroquois  by  the  hands  of  an  Outaois  Chief 
called  Le  feu  bleu,  and  by  which  they  had  agreed  to  destroy  the 
entire  French  nation.  On  handing  me  that  Collar,  they  begged 
me  to  carry  it  myself  to  their  father,  which  I  did ;  but  I  wa3 
unable  to  bring  them  the  answer,  as  they  had  requested  me  to  do, 
because  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  did  not  deem  it 
advisable. 

1728  He  remained  on  garrison  duty  in  the  town  of  Quebec, 
w^hich  he  would  not  have  done  had  he  not  received  orders  to 
that  effect,  for  during  the  whole  time  that  he  has  served  the  King 
he  has  sought  every  occasion  to  make  himself  deserving  of  pro- 
motion. 

1734  He  wnt  to  discover  the  Mines  of  Lake  superior  and 
of  the  olher  Lakes,  and  he  remained  there  until  1730,  as  may 
he  seen  by  the  journal  Sent  by  l)im  to  Monscigneur  the  Comto  de 
Maurepas. 

[The  remainder  of  this  meraoir  is  a  duplicftte  of  the  succeeding  re- 
port of  La  Ronde  (pp.  309  311),  entitled,  "Continuation  of  the  Discov- 

1  This  was  connected  with  the  war  between  the  Abenaki  and  Massa- 
chusetts (1721-25),  the  most  dramatic  feature  of  which  was  the  kill- 
ing of  Father  Rasle,  the  Jesuit  missionary.  See  Charlevoix.  History 
of  New  France,  v,  pp  206-282.  for  the  French  side  of  this  event:  and 
Palfrey,  History  of  New  England  (Boston,  1875),  !v,  pp.  434-444.  for 
the  English.— En. 

2 See  evidence  in  regard  to  this,  ante.  p.  20. — Ed. 
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ery  of  the  Mines,"  as  far  as  the  sentence  "I  brought  them  back  in  my 
vessel  to  sault  Ste.  Marie,"  when  the  memoir  closes  as  follows:] 

1736  Whence  I  took  tliem  to  Quebec  where  they  made  their 
report  to  Monsieur  tlie  general  and  Monsieur  The  intendant 
on  what  they  had  seen. 


1739:    NEW  MINES  NEAR  LAKE  SUPERIOR 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister.  MS. 
in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press-mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  71,  c.  11,  fol.  38."] 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  Extract  from  the  Letter  of 
the  Sieur  De  la  Rondo  dated  the  17th  February  last  wliich  I  Had 
The  honor  of  Sending  you  on  the  14th  August,  hy  the  report 
made  to  me  by  the  Sieur  Charly  St  Ange  wliich  I  also  Had  the 
honor  of  Sending  you  on  the  4th  September  with  the  private  dec- 
laration made  to  me  by  the  Miners  And  by  what  Monsieur  II oc- 
quart  And  I  have  the  honor  of  Writing  to  you,  that  four  Copper 
Mines  have  Been  found  in  the  Tonnagane  River  and  tlie  Riviere 
Noire,  which  they  state  to  contain  an  abundance  of  ore.  Tliey 
are  to  have  the  honor.  Monseigneur,  of  Reporting  to  you  thereon 
And  of  bringing  you  some  marcasite  from  those  mines. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  Statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  li- 
censes. 

I  remain 

Quebec,  October  4th,  1739.  Beauharnois 


[Extract  from  a  letter  of  La  Ronde.  commandant  of  Point  Ch«- 
quamagon,  to  Beauharnois,  dated  Feb.  17.  1739.  MS.  tn  archives  of 
Miuist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g^n..  vol. 
71.  c.  11,  fol.  102."] 

]\I(>N8iEuii — I  have  Sent  to  C'onduct  tho  Miners  to  iho  'Wmw- 
gane  River,  wilh  orders  to  rxplon^  :ill  lliosc  that  Issue  fnuu  that 
Rogiun,  and  empty  into  T.ake  Su])erior.  Tlu  y  found  in  tlie  fork 
of  the  river  Masses  of  Copper  in  clayey  and  Sandy  Soils,  and 
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they  said  that  these  Masses  Were  only  fragments  that  had  come 
from  the  Mountains.  They  found  three  Mines  of  this  Metal 
in  the  Rocks,  of  which  two  are  on  tlie  Kivcr  St.  Anne,  which 
is  Seven  Leagues  distant  from  the  Tonagane,  to  The  west-south- 
west. They  said  that  tliey  Were  similar  to  those  in  their  owa 
<^ountry,  tliat  is  to  say,  good  and  i-icli ;  and  tliat  there  is  one  of 
Uie  two  in  which  they  helieve  tliat  silver  can  l>e  found,  though 
ihey  do  not  guarantee  This;  even  if  there  is  none,  the  Copj>er 
will  prove  good.^  They  say  that  these  Mines  are  hetter  than 
]\[ountdins  of  pure  Cop'])er,  because  the  furnace  will  be  run  con- 
stantly, because  the  expense  of  Cutting  the  Copper  is  Consid- 
erable, and  they  Will  produce  marcasite)^  in  melting  it;  The 
Mines,  they  say,  arc  at  the  end  of  the  Take  f  the  country  is  hue, 
the  woods  very  favorable,  and  the  Waterfalls  in  the  Iiiver  are 
very  well  adapted  to  furnish  pijwer  for  their  furnaces. 

The  Third  mine  is  oji  the  Black  Kiver,  right  on  the  shore  of 
the  Lake,  where  they  have  found  the  same  advantages  as  on  the 
other  River.  It  is  fifteen  J.eagues  from  Tonagane,  toward  the 
same  Point  of  the  compass. 

1  have  had  the  Miners  take  spe(?imen3  of  Ore  in  several  sacks, 
which  they  are  to  show  you.  They  wish  to  Carry  them  off  to 
t'leir  country,  saying  that  we  have  no  one  an  (^anada  (^ipablo 
of  Assaying  (hem. 

1  This  appears  from  the  location  to  be  the  present  Iron  River,  al- 
though no  early  maps  have  been  found  with  this  desij^nation ;  but 
in  one  authority  Iron  River  is  spoken  of  as  the  "river  where  silver 
may  be  found."  The  reports  of  the  early  geologists,  also,  indicate  that 
some  silver  was  found  in  this  region.  See  Foster  and  "Whitney 
iop.  cit.) — Ed. 

2 This  word  appears  several  times  in  connection  with  the  copper 
mines.  It  means  iron  pyrites.  La  Ronde,  as  fie  says,  not  boinn  fa- 
miliar with  minerals,  has  probably  usjmI  this  word  wltho\it  Uiiowtng 
its  meaning.  It  has  been  translated  into  "ore,"  "mineral."  etc.  n.r 
cording  to  the  sense  of  the  sentence.  Monsieur  OboltUi,  our  [Quobccl 
mining  engineer,  has  kindly  looked  over  my  translation  of  the  pa»t 
regarding  the  mines. —  Cu'wroni)  Lindsay,  translator. 

"The  expression  here,  "au  bout,  du  Lac,"  means  where  the  lake 
ceases  and  the  river  begins;  that  is,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. — K». 
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When  the  ice  melts,  I  will  Send  my  son  to  Tonagane  with  the 
Miners  to  explore  the  right  branch,  where  there  is  a  Oliff  which 
has  a  Vein  of  Copper  of  which  I  have  gotten  a  Piece.  I  am  per- 
suaded, Monsieur,  that  this  News  will  give  you  pleasure. 


[Letter  of  La  Ronde  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  IS,  1739. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  65,  c.  11,  fol.  166.] 

MonseigTieur — I  thought  that  I  could  not  avoid  leaving  my 
post  of  Chagouamigon  to  bring  back  to  Quebec  the  German 
Miners  whom  you  were  good  enough  to  send  me  for  tlie  purpose 
of  seeking  the  Copi>er  Mines  that  were  thought,  beyond  a  doubt, 
to  exist  around  Lake  Superior  and  in  other  places,  for,  previous 
to  their  arrival,  several  masses  of  almost  virgin  Copj^er  were 
found  in  various  Places,  such  as  have  already  been  presented  to 
you. 

You  will  observe,  Monseigneur,  by  the  continuation  of  my 
journal,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you,  the  careful 
searches  that  I  caused  them  to  make  and  the  Description  of  the 
four  different  Mines  tliat  we  have  found,  specimens  of  Ore  from 
which  I  have  handed  to  Messieurs  de  iieauharnois  and  llocquart 
to  be  sent  to  you  with  the  Labels  indicating  the  Places  where 
Ihey  were  foimd,  so  that  you  may,  Monseigneur,  order  Assays  to 
be  made  to  ascertain  which  are  the  richest,  in  order  that  I  may 
thereby  decide  upon  the  steps  that  I  should  take  to  have  tliem 
thoroughly  Worked,  If  they  be  worth  the  trouble.  Those  ^liners 
assure  me  that  they  are  as  good  as  any  of  those  that  are  Worked 
in  Germany.  They  will  also  have  tho  honor  of  Describing  them 
to  you  themselves,  for  I  am  sending  tboin  back  to  Franco  with 
tJiat  Objecti,  after  having  fully  ronmnorMtod  tlioiii ;  l)ut  F.xjH^ri- 
ence  will  always  be  the  best  test. 

I  take  the  liberty,  IMonsoignour,  of  sending  you  a  statement 
of  all  my  services  since  1  (587.  If  1  am  fortunate  onongli  to  se- 
cure your  kind  attention  to  them,  you  will  ol>8erve,  Monseigneur, 
how  painful  it  is  for  me  that  I  should  have  Uvn  oomplotoly  over- 
]o(jked.    If  my  conlinnal  application  to       faithful  pM*f\>nnance 

[  ] 


1739]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 


of  my  duties  during  53  years  has  not  profited  me,  I  implore  you, 
Monseigneur,  to  take  steps  to  enable  my  prCvSent  long  service  to 
benefit  my  Children,  ^vho  will  always  make  themselves  worthy  of 
the  honor  of  your  protection,  whenever  you  may  be  pleased  to 
confer  advancement  on  them.  The  eldest  is  a  man  27  years  of 
age  who  is  a  second  Ensign ;  the  second  is  23  years  old,^  a  Cadet 
with  aigiiillettes  since  that  rank  has  been  established  in  Canada, 
and  who  left  last  spring  for  the  war. 

All  these  just  reasons  lead  me  to  hope,  Monseigneur,  that  you 
will  listen  favorably  to  the  requests  of  a  father  who  is  still  pre- 
pared to  shed  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  in  the  service  of  the  King 
and  who  has  always  inspired  all  his  Children  with  the  same  sen- 
timents. 

I  remain  wath  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

La  Ronde  Denys 

Quebec,  October  18th,  1739. 


Contimiation  of  the  Discover ij  of  the  Mines  by  Monsieur  de  la 

Ronde  Denis. 

1736  On  my  arrival  at  Quebec,  I  reported  my  discovery  to 
Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  and  I  begged  him, 
jointly  with  Monsieur  The  intendant,  who  was  going  to  France, 
to  ask  Monseigneur,  The  Comte  de  Maurepas,  to  send  out  skilled 
Miners  from  the  Mining  country  to  find  the  main  lode  for  we 
found  only  masses  of  virgin  (Copper  in  rich,  red,  and  sandy  soils. 
Monsieur  The  intendant  took  with  him  about  500  jwunds  in  the 
King's  ship,  and  Monsieur  the  general  sent  a  piece  weigliing 
about  80  pounds  by  a  ^hip  that  sailed  for  liavre  de  grnce. 

1737  I  went  back  to  my  post,  pending  the  arrival  from 
France  of  the  Skilled  Miners  whom  I  had  asked  for.    This  did 

1  These  were  Philippe  and  Pierre  Frangois  Paul.  Tho  oKlor  son  \va3 
still  ensign  in  1748,  an,,  returned  to  Chequame^on  in  that  year.  Ap- 
parently, he  retired  as  ensign  on  half-pay.  The  younger  was  made 
ensign  In  1742,  and  lieutenant  in  1753,  being  killed  at  Quebec  In 
1760— Ed. 
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not  prevent  my  making  searches  for  mines  on  all  the  Eivers,  dur- 
ing the  Autumn,  v.'inter  and  s])ring'.  I  fonnd  nothing  but  masses 
of  Copper.  Had  I  had  any  knowledge  of  Minerals,  I  should 
certainly  have  had  no  need  of  Miners. 

1738  I  returned  in  my  vessel  to  Sault  Ste  Marie,  and  I  in- 
tended during  The  Voyage  to  land  on  The  island  where  the 
virgin  Cbpper  is  said  to  be  [Isle  Eoyale]  ;  but  I  encountered  a 
gale  from  the  West  south  West,  which  veered  round  to  West 
ISTorth  West,  and  the  sea  was  as  high  as  on  the  banks  of  New 
Foundland.  1  decided  to  scud  under  my  Foresail,  for  I  could 
carry  nu  other  Sail.  1  certainly  ran  250  leagues  in  two  days 
and  a  half.  When  I  reached  Sault  Ste  ]\larie,  1  was  never  more 
surprised  than  when  1  learned  that  eight  days  before  two  CJerman 
Miners,  father  and  son,  had  passed  through  there  on  their  way 
to  join  me  at  Chagouamigon,  so  that  1  might  take  them  to  the 
places  where  I  had  found  those  Masses  of  Co])i>er.  T  remained 
quietly  at  sault  ste  Marie  awaiting  their  return. 

I  was  nevertheless  uneasy  for  I  saw  no  one  who  could  lake 
them  there.  When  they  returned  at  the  end  of  a  month,  E  asked 
them  what  they  had  seen  and  they  told  me  that  they  had  found 
nothing  but  nodules  of  C'oi>per  (this  is  what  we  call  Classes), 
but  no  main  lode.  I  told  them  that  they  must  re-embark  with 
me.  Thereupon  they  said  that  Coi)per  was  not  found  in  earth 
but  in  Rock.  I  rep'lied  that  they  had  come  from  too  great  u  dis- 
tance to  allow  of  their  returning  so  soon  ;  that  I  would  find 
Iiocky  bluffs  for  them  in  the  neighborhood  whore  we  could  cer- 
tainly discover  the  main  lode;  which  I  did. 

When  I  reached  Chagouamigon  I  found  war  raging  more 
fiercely  than  ever  Ix^tween  the  sauteux  of  my  post  and  the  sioux 
of  the  Lakes.  1  decided  to  remain  at  my  ]>ost  to  (Mulcavor  to  re- 
store ])oace  b('lwo(>n  those  two  nations,  and  1  sent  my  eldest  son 
with  six  Frcni'hmen  and  two  savages  in  a  gxxxl  Canoe  proi^^lled 
by  eight  ])addK,'s  to  take  the  M incus  to  the  Tonagano  Kivcr. 
They  found  in  +he  lK)ttom  of  that  JTiver  some  more  Nodules  of 
Copper,  but  no  Mines. 

On  leaving  this  Kiver  they  entiu'(\l  the  Kiver  Sto  Anno  six 
leaguOvS  to  the  West  of  1'onai»a.     At  iis  entrancv  tlu^v  t'oinul  two 
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Copper  Mines ;  one  to  the  riglit,  the  other  to  the  left,  which  they 
state  to  be  as  good  as  any  mines  in-  their  country,  and  that  the 
waterfalls  are  very  good  for  supplying  the  motive  power  for  the 
furnaces;  that  the  land  is  very  avoU  fitted  for  Cultivation  a'nd 
the  timber  very  suitable  for  Building  forts,  Houses,  Magazines, 
and  forges ;  while  the  stone  is  excellent  for  furnaces. 

On  their  return  they  found,  six  leagues  farther  to  the  west 
in  the  Riviere  noire  [Black  River  J,  a  mine  that  they  report  to  be 
very  good ;  and  they  returned  to  pass  the  winter  at  the  fort. 

1739  Early  in  the  spring  a  savage  named  TEsperance,  the 
bastard  son  of  a  ErencJmian,  showed  me  a  piece  of  copper  that 
he  had  taken  from  a  Rock  at  the  Tonagane  River  about  a  gun- 
shot from  the  great  Mass  of  Copper  that  lies  there,  and  which 
the  Miners  saw. 

When  the  ice  had  melted,  I  sent  my  son  with  a  Canoe  ]\[anned 
by  six  French  and  two  Savages  to  examine  the  said  Rock.  They 
reported  that  this  Rock  was  a  very  good  mine.  Consequently 
this  makes  four  that  they  know  of.  1  brought  them  back  in  my 
vessel  to  sault  ste  Marie. 

I  sent  my  vessel  back  to  Chagouamigon  under  tlie  command  of 
my  son,  with  a  cargo  of  provisions,  and  1  ])ut  on  Ixtard  of  it 
twelve  Carpenters  and  Sawyers  to  erect  buildings  at  the  River 
Sle.  Anne,  where  there  are  two  mines,  one  to  the  rigiit  and  the 
other  to  the  left  of  the  liiver.  The  miners  claim  that  they  join 
under  the  bed  of  the  River.  I  ordered  my  son  to  go  thiu-e  with 
his  workmen  as  soon  as  he  reached  the  )Kjst  of  Chagouamigon  and 
to  build  a  very  strong  fort  with  Ikrracks,  good  ]\ragazinev^,  and 
a  suitable  forge  at  the  place  Avherc  tlic  ^liners  said  that  tliis 
should  be  done  to  take  advantage  of  the  water-FalLs,  ami  I  also 
ordered  him  to  collect  stone  for  the  furnaces. 

lie  also  has  men  for  the  j)urpo!-e  of  making  Cliare<»al,  and 
they  are  likewise  to  nuike  Flumes  in  order  to  carry  wai<'r  to  the 
furnaces  to  make  blast  furnaces  of  tliciu  on  ihe  German  Systoni. 
After  this  I  resolved  to  n  turn  |  to  (^uelnc  |  in  my  (^anocs  with 
llie  Miners. 

They  told  me  that  all  ahuig  tlu^  grand  Kiv(M-  tli(\v  Innl  found 
several  veins  of  ore  wliich  thcv  call  niotlior  liuh^s.     lln\v  say  tliat 
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there  is  a  very  good  one  at  the  Chandieres  40  leagues  from  Mon- 
treal, and  there  is  no  port^age  to  be  made  throughout  that  dis- 
tance. There  is  only  the  Long  saut^  up  which  the  canoes  have  to 
be  taken  by  Tracking  and  poling,  and  in  going  down  the  loaded 
canoes  run  the  rapid  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  There  are 
^^epissing  savages  who  live  on  the  spot  and  who  act  as  pilots. 
But  without  making  use  of  that  tribe  we  have  very  good  French- 
men who  are  just  as  skilful  as  they  at  this  work.  I  think  that 
a  settlement  should  be  established  on  tlie  River  Ste  Aime,  and 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  brinp"  out  miners  from  Germany, 
founders.  Carpenters,  and  blacksmiths;  of  these  we  shall  need 
eight  Miners,  two  founders,  a  Carpenter,  a  mason,  and  a  black- 
smith, and  they  must  come  from  the  Mines  of  German}'  so  that 
they  may  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  what  they  have  to  do, 
and  all  should  be  for  the  Eivcr  Ste  Anne.  With  regard  to  the 
Charcoal-buiTiers  and  wood-Cutters  we  shall  find  enough  of  them 
in  Canada.  We  shall  also  require  two  Additional  Miners  to  he 
stationed  at  the  Chaudieres  with  four  good  men  from  among 
those  salt-smugglers''  who  come  from  France,  and  they  should  be 
put  at  the  spot  where  the  lode  is  to  strip  it  and  if  it  should  be  a 
good  one,  as  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt,  it  would  be  easy  to 
Work  it  at  less  expense  than  that  on  Lake  sujx?rior,  and  we  could 
have  as  many  men  there  as  we  would  wibh  owing  to  the  facility 
with  which  Provisions  could  be  sent  there  from  the  ^Montreal 
government. 

I  must  now  speak  of  the  Steps  to  be  adopted  for  Working  the 
Mines  of  Lake  Superior,  which  are  near  one  another.  1  shall 
liavo  to  build  a  vessel  of  SO  tons  at  Detroit,  and  freight  it  wiih 

iThe  Grand  River  is  the  Ottawa,  then  the  usual  nMitP  from  Canada 
to  the  West.  The  Chaudieres  and  the  Long  Sault  are  hicalitiea 
thereon  —  the  latter,  about  15  miles  above  Montreal,  and  six  miles  la 
length,  navigation  around  it  is  now  secured  by  means  of  the  Gronville 
canal. — Ed, 

iSalt  was  a  government  monopoly,  and  ihose  who  wore  detected 
smuggling  It  into  France  wore  transi)orU>d  to  Canada,  and  used  in 
manual  labor.  Nau  describes  the  wretched  condition  of  these  tratis 
ported  convicts,  In  ,7es.  Rel,  Ixvlii.  p.  229.— En. 
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provisions  and  cattle  for  the  Cblonj  at  the  Mines.  I  shall  bring 
the  said  vessel  to  the  foot  of  the  saut  Ste  Marie,  and  I  shall  re- 
embark  the  Effects  and  cattle  in  my  vessel  which  is  above  the 
eaiit,  at  a  distance  of  half  a  league  from  the  other,  which  I  can 
do  both  by  land  and  by  water. 

1  have  already  at  that  place  a  mare  and  two  good  Horses  which 
are  now  working  at  the  Mines  establishmenti,  and  when  the  cattle 
arrive  The  Colony  will  be  flourishing;  for  there  are  no  better 
lands  nor  meadows  throughout  Canada,  and  there  is  an  abund- 
ance of  the  same,  while  the  Climate  is  very  mild,  the  place  being 
on  the  4Glh  degree  of  Latitude/ 

My  intention  would  be  on  starting  from  saut  Ste.  Marie  to  go 
to  a  Rdver  near  Machidache,  which  can  be  ascended  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  five  Leagues  and  in  which  there  is  sufficient  water 
for  the  vessel  of  80  tons  that  I  shall  build.  In  this  River  there 
is  neither  current  nor  rapid.  After  this  we  go  by  land  about 
eight  leagues.  The  Eoad  is  quite  practicable  for  Carts  and 
close  to  the  village  of  the  Missisagues  we  come  to  Lake  odontario  ; 
the  barks  on  this  lake  go  to  la  galette  where  you  take  Bateaux 
du  Cent  to  go  down  to  Montreal,  and  by  this  means  avoid  a  por- 
tion of  Lake  Huron,  Lake  St.  Clair,  and  Lake  Herie,  which  is 
very  sliallow  and  has  no  harbors. '-'  Starting  from  the  Niagara 
portage  at  a  distance  of  six  leagues  there  is  a  Rapid  called  tlie 

iln  reality,  it  is  about  on  the  47°  of  latitude.— Ed. 

2  La  Ronde  is  here  describing  the  Toronto  portage  from  Georgian 
Bay,  by  way  of  Matchedash  Bay.  the  Severn  River,  Lake  Siracoe,  and 
the  land  route  to  the  site  of  Toronto,  where  there  was  a  Mis9issa};ua 
village.  David  Boyle,  of  the  Provincial  Museum  at  Toronto,  thinlcs 
the  river  without  current  or  rapid  must  be  Holland  River,  but  that 
the  whole  passage  is  obscure.  La  ii-ondo  probably  reported  tills  from 
hearsay,  rather  than  actual  observation.  La  Galette  was  at  the  exil 
of  Lake  Ontario.  The  phrase  "Batteaux  du  Cent"  has  given  rise  to 
various  explanations.  Benjamin  Suite  thinks  that  without  doubt  It 
meant  boats  that  would  carry  packages  of  one  hundred  pounds  wei.qb.t. 
the  ordinary  birch  bark  canoe  holding  "pieces  de  clnquante" — that 
is,  of  fifty  pounds  weight.  Crawford  Lindsay  thinks  It  is  probably 
intended  for  "Batcarx  des  Cente,"  or  "Bateaux  de  descente"  —  those 
for  descending  the  rapids. —  Eu. 
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Rapide  plat  ^vhich  is  not  navigable  for  vessels.  We  shall  also 
avoid  the  Niagara  portage,  Avhich  is  fonr  leagues  in  length  and 
in  which  there  are  three  hills  not  practicable  for  Carts.  There- 
fore I  see  no  other  Road  for  bringing  down  the  i>i-oduct3  of  the 
Mines  than  by  the  River  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  said  portage 
may  be  called  Torontaiix  as  there  are  three  on  that  tongue  of 
land ;  and  by  this  means  a  long  Journey  will  be  avoided  and  we 
shall  be  saved  the  necessity  of  building  vessels  and  consequently 
ccnsiderable  expense.^ 


[The  following  "Relation  made  by  John  Adam  Forster,  father  and 
son,"  dated  1739,  is  translated  from  a  transcript  in  Macalester  College 
library,  publiehed  in  Macalester  College  Contributions,  series  1,  No.  4, 
p.  n4.] 

Ist.  They  have  been  to  the  Touagua  river  to  visit  the  rich  cop- 
per mine  from  which  specimens  have  been  sent,  but  they  found 
only  one  piece  of  rock  from  said  mine  which  could  truly  contain 
a  thousand  pounds  weight  of  copper;  besides,  there  did  not  seem 
to  be  an}^  absolute  indications  of  a  mine  at  that  place;  but  in 
retui-ning  toward  Lake  Sujx^rior,  at  a  distance  of  a  league  and  a 
half  from  there,  they  found  a  vein  or  lode  from  which  this  piece 
could  have  been  taken,  as  the  vein  contained  a  little  pure  copper, 
in  the  matrix,  from  which  they  cut  and  carried  off  as  m\ich  as 
they  could,  without  the  proper  tools. 

One  could  never  see  a  mine,  apparently  finer,  and  it  is  certain 
that  if  one  wished  to  start  in  the  business  and  invest  money  there, 
a  great  return  in  copper  might  be  liojxid  for. 

2nd.  At  Oriuial  river,  five  leagues  from  the  iir^t  ]>laco,  they 
found  a  fine  appearing  slate  mine  wliere  were  live  layers,  one 
above  another,  and  many  signs  of  a  copjior  mine,  from  which 
specimens  have  been  sent  your  Highness,  which  will  show  by  as- 
saying whether  it  is  gocnl  ov  not. 

1  Considerable  interest  was  awakened  in  Canada  by  (he  discovery  of 
these  mines.  Father  Nau  wrote  to  Madaine  Aulnoau,  Oct.  12.  17;i9: 
"An  inexhaustible  mine  of  copper  has  boon  discovered  on  the  shores 
of  lake  Superior.  700  leagues  from  here:  but  the  profits  will  never  be 
very  great,  owing  to  (he  inuiionse  expense  of  (ransporling  the  copper.** 
Jes.  Rel,  Ixix,  p.  39— En. 
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In  the  same  place  is  found  a  vein  or  lode  where  copper  can  bo 
recognized  in  the  matrix  and  which  is  very  hopeful. 

3rd.  At  Black  river,  nine  miles  from  there,  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, is  found  a  good  mine  of  coppery  slate  in  one  layer  only,  but 
a  foot  and  a  half  deep,  which  ^vould  pay  being  worked. 

4th.  At  the  Lake  A^epucin  portage  there  are  six  veins  or  lodea, 
which  are  magnificent,  and  altliough  no  mine  has  been  remarked, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  in  working  there  it  would  be  found. 


1739:    MARIN  PACIFIES  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Letters  from  Boauharuois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  June  30, 
and  Oct.  12,  1739.  MSS.  in  archives  of  Minist{5re  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
press-mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  71,  c.  11,  fol.  35,  52-58."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — The  Sieur  Marin^  arrived  hero  on  the  25th 
of  this  month,  with  two  Sgioux  And  a  Puant.  He  reports  that 
the  Renards  And  Sakis  have  not  dared  to  go  and  Establish  them- 

iThere  appears  to  have  been  more  than  one  French  officer  of  this 
name,  and  the  sketch  in  Wis.  Hist.  GoUs.,  v,  pp.  116,  117,  has  confused 
two  different  persons.  Pierre  Paul,  Sieur  Marin,  was  born  in  1G92, 
and  married  Marie  Joselte  Guyon  in  1718.  In  1727  he  was  one  of 
the  trading  company  at  the  Sioux  post,  and  in  1730  among  the  Folles 
Avoines  in  Wisconsin.  After  spending  1739-40  at  Rock  River  and 
La  Baye,  he  made  application  in  1741  to  go  to  France,  and  to  securo 
an  ensigncy  for  his  son.  In  1745,  he  commanded  an  expedition  against 
Saratoga  and  in  1747  was  in  command  at  St.  Joseph  River.  In  1750, 
he  was  sent  to  re-occupy  the  post  among  the  Sioux,  and  remained  there 
until  1752,  when  he  was  summoned  to  take  command  of  the  Ohio 
country,  and  led  a  large  force  thither  to  build  Fort  le  Bopuf.  He  died 
at  this  latter  place  in  1753,  and  was  succeeded  by  St.  Pierre.  I!  1b  son 
Joseph,  ensign  in  1748,  lieutenant  in  1756,  was  also  a  "noted  French 
partisan."  In  1749  he  was  in  command  at  Choquamepon;  in  1752 
he  relieved  his  father  among  the  Sioux  and  at  La  Baye;  made  an  at- 
tack on  a  convoy  from  Fort  Oswego  in  175G;  and  the  next  year  dis- 
played great  valor  at  Fort  William  Henry.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
at  the  fall  of  Quebec,  and  went  to  France  to  live.  The  Marin  (Mornnd) 
reported  living  in  Wicohsin  after  1763— -Wis.  Hist.  CoUs..  HI.  p.  211  — 
was  probably  a  half-breed. —  En. 
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selves  at  la  Baye,  l)ecause  some  ill-disposed  Frenjch  had  told 
them  that  I  was  Sending  a  largx3  body  of  soldiers  to  Eat  them 
up.  He  reassured  them  By  telling  them  that  this  Was  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  tJie  Chicachas.^  1  hey  answered  that,  if 
they  did  not  see  the  war  club  coming  down.  Upon  Their  heads, 
they  would  no  longer  Listen  to  evil  speeches.  The  Sgioux,  in  the 
name  of  Six  villages  and  of  all  their  young  men,  begged  Him  to 
forget  the  Bad  Actions  committed  by  their  Warriors,  assuring 
Him  that  this  would  not  happen  again,  and  that  they  wished  to 
come  down  to  bring  their  Bodies  to  the  Father  of  all  the  Nations, 
and  to  ask  his  Mercy. 

The  Sieur  Marin  has,  Monseigneur,  restored  Peace  and  tran- 
quility in  all  those  quarters,  w^hich  is  veiy  favorable  for  the  Se- 
curity and  re-establishment  of  the  Posts. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  hmnble 
and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauharnois 

Montreal,  June  30th,  1739. 


!MonseigTieur — I  Had  The  honor  of  infonning  you,  in  a  com- 
munication of  June  oOth  last — of  which  I  siibjoin  a  Duplicate — 
of  The  arrival  of  the  Sieur  Marin  at  Montreal,  on  the  25th  of 
tho  same  month,  witli  two  scioux  And  a  Puant.  Monsieur  Hoc- 
quart  And  myself  have  Had  tlie  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  in 
the  Boyal  memoir,  various  items  rcL-iting  to  his  exjvnlition  And 
his  departure. 

You  will  lind  enclosed,  JMonseigneur,  the  words  of  the  Scioux 
to  the  Sieur  Marin,  at  tlie  Kiver  of  tiie  Swan  on  the  ^[ississippi ; 

iThis  was  the  Canadian  expedition,  commanded  by  Daron  de  Lon- 
gueuil,  which  left  Montreal  June  30,  173i),  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
Bienville,  governor  of  Louisiana,  in  his  attack  upon  the  ChicUasaw. 
They  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Ohio  to  Fort  Assoniption  (Meniphis. 
Tenn.),  where  they  rendezvoused  with  the  southern  wing;  the  weat- 
<3rn,  commanded  by  C61oron  and  St.  Pierre;  and  that  from  Illinois, 
commanded  by  Buissonli^re.  For  a  graphic  account  of  tliia  exix^diiioQ 
related  by  a  participant,  see  Claiborne.  Mississippi  (Jackson,  1S80)» 
pp.  64-85. — Ed. 
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those  which  have  Been  addressed  to  me  by  the  chiefs  who  came 
down ;  My  Keplies ;  The  Words  of  the  Puants ;  those  of  the  Ren- 
ard  Chiefs  on  The  othei*  Side  of  the  Mississippi ;  those  of  the 
Sakis,  and  of  a  Fox  Chief  In  private  with  four  Warriors ;  And 
those  of  the  Sakis  and  Renards  Tbgether.^  By  these  you  will 
be  able  to  judge,  Monseigneur,  what  we  may  expect  from  all  the 
i^ations. 

The  Affair  of  the  Renards,  who  killed  a  Frenchman  in  Ilinois, 
I  found  a  very  delicate  one.  The  Sieur  Marin  has  told  me  that 
it  was  a  mistake,  And  that  he  expected  tliat  that  ISTation  would 
Deliver  up  the  murderer  to  him,  to  be  brought  to  Me  this  Spring. 
I  left  him  free  to  act,  within  his  Instructions,  according  to  The 
circumstances  of  the  Case,  And  the  furtherance  of  the  service. 
You  are  aware,  Monseigncur,  that  in  the  present  conditions  no 
other  decision  was  possible.  I  have  Been  informed  that  this 
Frenchman  Was  a  Soldier,  who  had  deserted  from  Fort  Chartres, 
and  was  making  his  escape.  The  Sieur  Marin  has  assured  me, 
Monseigneur,  that  he  w^ould  bring  with  him  next  Summer  sev- 
eral scioux  Chiefs,  as  the  favorable  reception  accorded  by  the  Xa- 
tions  among  whom  they  passed  to  the  two  who  came  down  would 
Induce  The  others  to  descend. 

The  Sieur  De  Celoron  Writes  me,  June  13  last,  that  the  two 
Scioux,  whom  the  Sieur  Marin  brought  with  him,  were  extreme 
ly  well  received  in  the  village  of  the  Outaois,  who  said  that  they 
would  do  with  pleasure  everything  that  their  father  Onontio 
might  desire,  in  order  to  give  tranquillity  to  the  country.  lie 
adds  that  the  Scioux  were  much  delighted  by  this  Reception. 

If  it  is  possible,  Monseigneur,  to  succeed  in  making  this  Na- 
tion obedient  again,  it  Will  be  a  great  advantajre  to  the  upi^r 
Country,  And  to  the  colony.  I  am  sure  that  the  Siour  Marin 
will  do  all  in  his  ]x>wer  to  succccmI  in  this,  And  T  have  tMumgh 
Oonfidenco  in  him  to  Ix^lieve  that  ho  \\  ill  a('('(nnpli>li  it. 

As  Regards  the  Renards  And  Sakis,  the  Matter  a])]vars  to  u\e 
a  more  difficult  one,  because  La  Baye  is  no  longer  as  fertile  as  it 
Was,  And  because  they  regard  tbo  Rlaco  w  ith  suspicion  on  ao- 


iThe  first  three  are  missing  from  the  speeches  that  follow. — Ed. 
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count  of  the  Things  that  have  happened  there.    If  we  absohitely 

can  not  bring  tliem  to  the  decision  to  re-establisli  theniseh-es 
there,  we  will  Choose  a  Place  for  them  in  the  vicinity,  where 
they  can  live.  I  have,  hoAvever,  given  orders  to  the  Sieur  'Marin 
to  make  every  Effort  to  Induce  them  to  do  as  we  desire,  And  to 
make  them  come  do^vn  Avith  the  Scioux  And  the  Puants.  Xext 
spring,  I  shall  have  The  honor,  Monseigiienr,  of  ii-iviiiii  y(;u  an 
Account  of  every thing- 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  ^[onseigneur,  Your  very  hum- 
ble and  very  obedient  servant 

Beauiiarxois 

Quebec,  Oct.  12th,  1739. 


Words  of  the  Puants  io  ike  Siew  Marhi,  assigned  to  Rock  River 
on  the  Mississippi,  November  17,  11 SS. 

My  Father,  we  have  learned  that  you  Had  arrived,  which  has 
Led  us  to  Tell  you  what  lias  hapix^ned  in  the  Course  of  The 
Smnmer. 

While  we  Were  down  at  IContreal,  The  Kenards  with  some  Sa- 
kis  made  War  on  the  Ilinois  and  killed  a  Frenchman.  Tho 
Chief  of  the  Band  Is  a  Eenard. 

We  have  como  to  tell  you,  that  if  we  did  not  wait  for  you  at 
the  Eock  River,  it  is  because  wo  lied  in  the  direction  of  the  Ili- 
nois, for  fear  that  the  Scioux  might  come  and  attack 

We  have  learned  that  o\ir  Kinsmen,  the  Sakis  aiul  Konards, 
had  a  designi  to  eifect  a  reconciliation  with  Them,  And  that  they 
did  not  want  ix?ace  with  us.  This  is  what  forced  us  to  go  so  far 
to  escape  them. 

^ly  father,  this  docs  not  Prevent  iis  from  l.i^t«  inng  to  your 
words  And  from  doing  everything  that  our  father  Onontio  de- 
sires of  us. 

Words  of  two  Remird  Chiefs  of  Ihe  luuhl  irhich  is  t>n  the  other 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  November  2S,  17SS, 

My  Father,  w  \  hiwe  eon\e  to  Int'orm  yon  of  tlu*  misohiof 
which  our  people  liave  dont>  to  tlie  Fn'ueli  of  tbe  llincMs:  thoy 
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have  killed  one  of  Them,  which  causes  us  much  grief  and  Em- 
barrasses us  greatly. 

I  will  tell  you,  my  Father,  that  we  have  no  share  in  this  wicked 
aifair,  And  that  none  of  our  >oung  men  were  concerned  in  it, 
All  were  of  the  Band  of  Mekaga,  who  has  gone  down  to  ]\Ioh- 
treal,  to  see  our  Father  Onontio. 

We  have  learned  that  he  Is  not  pleased  with  our  Being  here; 
but  we  are  not,  however,  doing  any  wrong  here,  as  we  have  only 
come  here  to  provide  for  our  families  who  would  meet  with  hard- 
ships elsewhere. 

You  have  perhaps  been  told,  my  Fathei*,  tliat  we  see  the 
Sciouj^, — this  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  Keeping  them  from  at- 
tacking the  French  And  our  allies.  They  have  told  us  that  they 
Were  very  sorry  because  of  the  bad  things  which  their  young 
men  have  done,  And  that  if  they  believed  that  you  would  he  will- 
ing to  Listen  to  them  they  would  come  to  see  you. 

My  Fatlier,  we  are  ready  to  do  the  will  of  Onontio,  And  to 
return  to  our  former  Territory,  but  we  liave  not,  as  ho  has,  the 
same  authority  over  our  young  warriors.  We  are  going  to  Labor 
with  them,  And  I  hope  tliat  this  Spring  you  will  have  reason  to 
Be  satisfied. 

Words  of  the  Salcis,  on  Jamiary  22,  1739. 

My  Father,  wo  have  not  failed,  on  our  arrival,  to  say  to  all 
our  people  that  our  Father  Onontio  wished  that  we  should  re- 
kindle our  fire  at  La  Bayc,  our  fonner  Village.  Tlie  majority 
would  not  Like  to  go  there,  as  they  say  that  the  Puants,  who 
passed  The  Summer  there.  Had  gi^at  difficulty  in  subsisting, 
and  that  there  are  no  longer  any  Oro]>s,  fishing  or  liunting  to  be 
had  there,  because  it  is  a  soil  that  can  no  longer  produce  any- 
thing, Being  Stained  with  French  blood  nnd  with  our  own. 
However  we  are  going  to  try  to  Bersuado  them  to  move  this 
Spring,  And  to  Listen  to  the  word  of  Our  Father. 

]Yoi'ds  of  Mehaga,  a  llenard  chief  with  four  imrriors,  on  Janur 

ar  y  31. 

My  l^'ather,  if  I  liave  so  long  delayed  in  coming  to  sco  you.  it 
is  because  of  the  shame  And  grief  tliat  .1  fool  booauso  our  young 
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men  have  killed  a  Frenchman  in  the  Ilinois,  while  I  Was  at 
Montreal,  to  see  Our  Fattier  Onontio. 

When  I  arrived  at  my  village,  I  became  very  angry,  And  if  I 
had  not  Been  restrained,  I  do  not  know  what  I  should  have  done, 
I  said  to  my  people :  You  Are  dogs ;  while  I  go  to  beg  for  your 
lives,  3^ou  kill  a  Frenchman.-^  'J^hey  told  me  that  they  did  not 
Know  him,  as  they  had  shot  from  a  great  distance,  And  that  it 
Was  a  mistake, 

I  will  tell  you,  My  Father,  that  I  did  not  fail  to  make  known 
to  all  my  village  that  Our  Father  wished  that  we  should  re-kindle 
our  fires  at  La  Baye.  Some  are  opposed  to  this,  but  I  Hope  in 
the  Course  of  The  winter  to  persuade  them  to  go  there. 

Words  of  the  SaJcis  and  Renards  at  Rock  River  on  May  10. 

My  Father,  you  know  in  what  manner  we  spoke  to  you  this 
Avinter.  We  Had  resc-lvcd  to  do  what  Our  Father  Onontio  De- 
manded of  Us,  to  go  and  le-kindle  our  tire  on  our  Former  land 
at  La  Baye,  but  to-day  we  see  clearly  that  wo  are  dead.  We 
await  the  Thunder  which  hangs  above  our  heads  ready  to  Crush 
UP.  We  have  been  warned  of  this  by  many  French  and  savages, 
who  have  told  us  that  our  Father  wished  to  kill  all  of  us.  And 
that  he  Avas  Sending  a  Considerable  Army  Composed  of  French 
And  of  all  His  Children  the  Iroquois,  Abenakis,  hurons,  Algon- 
kins,  And  Nepissingues. 

There  is,  my  Father,  a  folle-avoine  named  Ouoilochase,  who 
has  assured  us  that  we  Were  dead.  And  that  you  had  c<nne  to 
take  us  to  La  Baye,  while  waiting  for  The  army  to  arrive;  And 
that,  if  you  had  not  Wished  to  Destroy  us  all  Together,  i\[ekaga 
and  the  others  who  went  down  to  Montreal,  WouKl  uot  have  re- 
turned. 

My  Father,  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  deny  this  thing,  it  i^  im- 
jvosvsiblo  to  get  It  out  of  The  Minds  of  our  young  men,  and  we 
(':x}X'ct  every  day  the  Hlow  <»f  tlie  war-club.  In  spite  of  thi^,  we 
remain.  You  leave  us  in  great  anxiety.  If  this  dt)es  not  happen, 
we  will  no  longt?r  Listen  (o  Evil  sixH^-hes ;  And  we  will  Here- 
after do  everything  that  our  Fathrr  Onontio  wislies. 
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[Monsieur  de  Bauharnois  to  the  Minister.] 

[Quebec,  6th  November,  1739.] 

The  Sieur  Douville  de  la  Saussaje^  charged  with  my  orders 
amongst  the  Chaoiiaiions  for  The  Execution  of  my  Project  which 
I  Had  The  honor  of  communicating  to  you  in  my  despatch'  of 
the  9th  of  October  last,  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon  bring- 
ing the  News  of  the  Wreck  of  the  Bark,  on  the  5th  of  October 
While  returning  from  Niagara."  He  Was  fortunately  able  to 
assist  all  the  ship-wrecked  parly  whom  he  brought  to  fort  Fron- 
ten^c.^  It  is  believed  that  nothing  will  be  lost.  As  he  cannot 
return  before  next  spring  owing  to  the  Season  Being  too  far  ad- 
vanced, he  has  sent  an  Express  to  Them  (the  Chaouanons)  to  in- 
form them  of  his  having  put  back.  I  have,  through  tliis  oppor- 
tunity, received  several  Letters  from  the  upper  Country. 

Monsieur  de  la  Buissonniere  Writes  me  on  the  2nd  of  July 
last  that  he  had  just  received  the  Letters  I  had  sent  him  for 
Messieurs  De  Bienville  And  Salmon  and  that  he  had  at  once 
despatched  an  officer  to  bear  my  packages  to  New  Orleans.*  He 
tells  me  that  Monsieur  De  Bienville  has  changed  the  date  of  the 
Kendezvous,  And  that  he  was  to  start  from  the  French  river, 

I  Philippe  Dagneau  Douville,  Sieur  de  la  Saussaye,  was  born  in  1700, 
and  entered  the  colonial  army,  holding  several  appointments  in  the 
upper  country.  He  was  especially  employed  among  the  Shawnee  until 
1743,  and  later  in  the  councils  at  Quebec.  In  1759,  aftier  abandoning 
Toronto  (Fort  Rouille),  where  he  was  commandant,  upon  the  loss  of 
Fort  Niagara,  he  retired  from  the  service.  One  of  hie  sons  was  killed 
on  the  Ohio  In  1757.— Ed. 

2 Note  on  original  MS.:  "Extract  with  the  King's  memorial  of  what 
it  states  regarding  the  wreck  of  the  bark." 

a  Fort  Frontenac  was  built  by  the  governor  of  that  name  In  1673, 
and  two  years  later  granted  as  a  seigniory  to  La  Salle.  During  King 
William's  War  (1689-97),  it  was  abandoned  and  partlnUy  deitroyitd 
(1689),  being  restored  in  1695.  After  this  it  was  maintained  until 
captured  by  the  English  In  1758.  The  site  of  the  fort— sometimes 
called  Cataraqui,  from  its  Indian  name — was  the  present  city  of 
Kingston. — Ed. 

•»Alphonse  de  Buissonl^re  succeeded  the  unfortunate  D'Arta^ictte 
as  commandant  at  Fort  Chartres,  in  Illinois,  which  was  a  dependency 
of  the  Louisiana  government,  where  Jacques  Le  Moyne,  Sieur  de 
Bienville,  was  governor,  and  Salmon  Intendant. — En. 
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a  supply  Post  wliere  goods  are  stored,  on  the  15th  of  October  at 
tlie  hitost/ 

Monsieur  l)e  Celorcn  writes  me  from  the  Tviakiqui'  on  the 
12th  of  August  that  his  party  consisted  of  143  picked  men,  40  of 
whom  were  French,  xVnd  that  he  expected  to  increase  it  by  more 
than  30  men  In  passing  tlirough  the  Maskoutins. 

The  Sieur  De  ISToyelle  writes  me  on  the  2Gth  of  August  that 
all  Is  quiet  at  detroit;  that  he  had  reason  to  flatter  himself  that 
this  would  continue  And,  for  his  part,  he  would  spare  no  effort. 

The  Sieur  de  l>]ainviile  Writes  uie  from  ^Missilimakinac"  on 
the  28th  of  Septeml>er  that  evci-ything  was  Equally  quiet  at  that 
Post,  And  The  Sieur  de  Tonty  writes  me  that  the  Folles  Avoine3 
are  to  go  down  to  JMontreal  next  year. 

This,  Monseigiieur,  is  a  ship-wreck  that  causes  great  trouble 
to  the  Sieur  do  la  Saussaye  in  his  ailaii-^.  ITo  says  that  the  loss 
will  amoimt  to  at  least  three  thousand  Livrcs.  He  is  deserving 
of  all  your  kindness  on  this  occasion. 

]Io  has  re[H)rtcd  to  me  that  the  Sieur  Doiivine,  ]iis  brother, "* 
Had  started  froui  Niagara  toward  the  end  of  September  to  take 
the  presents  for  the  Outaouais  to  Detroit 

I  remain  etc. 

Quebec,  November  Gth,  1739.  Beauhaknois 

iThe  rendezvous  here  mentioned  was  for  the  army  about  to  set  forth 
on  the  second  expedition  against  the  Chickasaw.  The  temporary 
fort  was  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Francis  River  (not  Riviere  des  Frangais, 
as  the  Paris  MS.  has  it),  where  that  river  flows  from  Arkansas  into 
the  Mississippi. — Ed. 

2  This  was  Pierre  Joseph  C61oron,  commandant  at  Mackinac  (1737- 
42),  for  whom  see  ante,  p.  207.  TheTheakiki  (Kiakiqui)  River  was  the 
present  Kankakee,  south  branch  of  the  Illinois.  There  was  an  import- 
ant portage  to  this  river  from  Lake  Michigan  and  St.  Joseph  Rivor.  near 
the  present  South  Bend,  Indiana.  CcMoron  had  probably  started  from 
Fort  St.  Joseph,  near  the  site  of  Nilos,  Mich.— Eu. 

3 This  was  the  younger  Celeron,  Joan  lUiptisto.  Siour  do  HlainvlUo. 
for  whom  see  antt\  p.  207.  lie  commandod  al  MaoUinac  in  his  brother's 
absence. — En. 

••This  was  probably  the  Dagneau  Douvillo.  who  commandod  among 
the  Miami  in  1747-48,  and  was  sent  out  from  Fort  Duquos^ne  In  1756 
on  a  foraging  expedition.  He  attacked  a  blockhouse  fort  on  (h« 
Cacapon,  in  Hampsl  ire  County,  Va..  but  was  slain  lu  the  assault.— En. 

[  ^22  1 
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1740:    THE  SIOUX  REPENTANT 

[Speech  of  the  Sioux  to  French  commandant.  MS.  in  archives  of 
Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Corresp.  gen.,  vol. 
74,  c.  11,  fol.  85."] 

Words  of  two  Sioux  Chiefs,  Ninsotin  or  two-hearts,  Oua- 
hachas/  and  eight  Warriors.  To  the  Sicur  Marin  at  Rock 
Liver,  March  9,  17.lf0. 

My  Father,  we  Have  Come  in  the  name  of  our  Chiefs  and 
old  men,  to  inform  you  of  the  mischief  which  our  people,  who 
Were  waiting  for  you  at  the  portage  of  the  Quisconsin,  have 
done  to  the  Outaouacs. 

My  Father,  this  outrage  was  committed  only  on  account 
of  the  bad  News  whicli  the  "Renards  brought  us.  They  told 
us  that  our  people,  whom  you  had  taken  last  year  to  Montreal 
to  ask  their  lives  of  our  Father  Onontio,  and  to  ask  him  to 
receive  us  among  the  number  of  his  Cliildren,  had  heen  put 
to  death  On  amving  there.  In  spite  of  this.  My  Father,  our 
people  waited  a  week  Longer  to  learn  if  this  report  Was  true. 
After  that,  there  came  an  Outaouac  ('anoe,  in  which  theie 
was  a  man  and  a  woman  who  landed  peaceably.  Our  people 
asked  them,  if  they  had  not  some  ne^vs  of  you  and  of  those 
who  Had  gone  down  mth  you  to  see  our  Father  Onontio. 
The  Outaouac  woman  answered  that  tliey  had  no  other  news 
to  tell  them  except  that  their  jDcople  had  been  burned  on  ar- 
riving at  Montreal.    Inmiediately   three   or   four  of  their 

iThis  is  the  earliest  known  mention  of  Wabashaw,  the  first  of  three 
Sioux  chiefs  of  the  same  name.  He  was  leader  of  the  largest  band  of 
that  tribe,  and  had  a  village  near  the  present  site  of  Winona.  Minn. 
He  was  a  devoted  adherent  of  the  British  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
who  spoke  of  him  as  a  chief  of  "singular  and  uncommon  abilities." 
Receiving  a  commission  nominating  him  as  general,  he  took  p:irt  in  the 
expedition  against  St.  I^uis  in  1780,  and  went  several  times  to  Qurbec. 
there  being  given  flags  and  medals.  His  coming  was  always  recof^iied 
at  Mackinac  by  a  salute  of  honor.  His  son  Wabashaw  succeeded  him. 
taking  part  on  the  IJritish  side  in  the  War  of  181:2-15.  and  joining  the 
Americans  in  the  pursuit  of  Black  Hawk.  He  died  in  1835.  A  grand- 
son of  the  same  name  was  prominent  in  1848. — Ki>. 
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young  kinsmen  arose,  and  cnished  tlie  Outaonaos  with  blows 
of  tlieir  wav-clnl)s.  Tliis,  my  Father,  is  the  manner  in  whicii 
this  outrage  came  to  pass.  We  have  not  come  here  for.  the 
purpose  of  hiding  anything  from  you,  nor  to  Excuse  those 
of  our  people  who  have  done  this  grievous  deed.  We  have 
come  here  to  deliver  up  our  Bodies;  wo  are  ready  to  undergo 
all  the  penalties  tliat  we  deserve.  We  beg  you  to  inform  Our 
Father  Onontio  of  this.    This  is  all  that  we  have  to  say  to  You. 


1740:    WISCONSIN  INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL 

[Speeches  of  the  Foxes,  Sauk,  Winnebago,  Ottawa,  and  Menominee, 
to  Governor-general  Beauharnois,  June  20,  1740.  Source,  same  as  pre- 
ceding document,  but  fol.  86.] 

Le  Moine  spcal-lng  for  the  Sal-is  mid  Hciuirds  (JirouqJi  a  Slave. 

My  Father,  I  am  Hired  by  the  Sakis  and  Renards.  What 
I  am  going  to  say,  does  not  come  from  me. 

My  Father,  it  Is  true  that  there  are  ill-disposed  Men  in 
our  Village.  This  has  uot  Provontod  ime  from  coming  ^to 
see  you.    I  have  Listened  to  none  of  their  speeches. 

My  Father,  when  I  resolved  to  come  and  see  you,  I  said 
to  Monsieur  Marin  that  I  had  no  conveyance;  I  begged  him 
to  give  me  passage. 

My  Father,  I  have  always  Listened  to  you,  and  T  have  not 
doubted  for  a  moment  all  that  you  have  fonncrly  said  to  me. 
Monsieur  Marin  told  iis,  last  summer,  that  we  Had  gone  too 
Far  away  from  our  Lands,  and  that  wo  must  go  noaivr. 

My  Father,  I  told  ]\Ionsionr  Marin  that  wo  had  chosen  a 
Place  where  Food  Was  Abundant. 

My  Father,  I  trust  always  to  You,  and  T  do  not  S<v  any 
others  upon  whom  I  can  count,  since  it  is  you  who  give  us  life- 

My  Father,  I  come  here  to  ask  our  lives  of  you.  You  Are 
the  master.  We  put  our  wives  and  our  Children  under  your 
protection. 
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My  Father,  we  can  ask  of  you  nothing  that  is  more  precious 
than  life.  We  ask  it  of  you  to-day  In  promising  to  Be  faith- 
ful to  you. 

Protect  us  in  order  that  we  may  live  in  Peace. 

My  Father,  what  I  have  just  said  to  you  Is  said  in  the  name 
of  the  Sakis  and  Renards.  I  beg  you  to  Listen  to  what  I  say 
through  this  Slave. 

Words  of  a  Puant,  by  a  String  of  Porcelain 

My  Father,  I  have  come  with  my  Kinsmen,  the  Sakis  and 
Eenards,  Our  Chiefs  Were  ashamed  and  did  not  dare  to  Come 
among  you.  But  I  have  come  to  tell  you  that  I  have  Been  killed 
by  my  allies  who  are  here.  I  have  not  a  bad  Heart,  however, 
and  I  leave  everything  to  your  justice. 

Words  of  an  Outaouac 

I  do  not  come  here,  My  Father,  for  anything  bad  but  for 
someithing  good.  I  was  killed  and  n:iy  sister  and  my  brother 
likewise,  last  autumn.  On  Entering  the  Lands  [of  the  Sioux]- 

My  Father,  I  have  always  Had  a  Desire  to  go  and  avenge 
myself  for  the  Outrage  done  me.  At  the  very  time  that  I  was 
thinking  of  this.  Monsieur  Marin  arrived,  who  told  me  to  re- 
main quiet,  to  weep  over  my  dead,  and  to  await  from  you,  My 
Father,  the  justice  that  is  due  me. 

After  Monsieur  Marin  Had  calmed  me,  I  remained  quiet 
wating  until  I  Should  see  you. 

How  should  the  Scioux  have  done  othenvise  than  kill  \is? 
They  strike  everywhere.  They  killed  four  Eenards  last  fall. 
In  spite  of  this  we  have  had  no  evil  thouglits,  And  wo  wish  to  do 
the  will  of  our  Father. 

Our  brothers,  the  Sauteux,  always  traverse  our  co\nUry  when 
they  go  to  make  war  On  the  Scioux.  This  displeases  us.  Tliov 
Sow  Terror  and  fear  in  our  viUages.  Thoy  iiave  a  shorter  road 
from  Tlieir  country  witliout  parsing  through  our  Territory. 

Words  of  ///('  foUcs  avoincs 

It  is  without  any  purpose,  My  Fatlior,  that  we  ct>nu>  Tt 
is  only  in  order  to  see  you,  as  well  as  our  young  |x^o]>lo  who  are 

[  :t'-if'  J 
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here.  Wo  Arc  ^i^-lad  to  have  Hoard  vdiat  our  brothers  have  just 
said,  and  Avill  report  it  in  our  village. 

My  Father,  if  all  that  has  just  b<?en  said  is  sincere,  it  pleases 
us  greatly,  because  it  can  lead  only  to  good  Eesults. 

My  Father,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  Ilavo  come  to  see 
you  and  to  Listen  to  your  words,  although  we  Are  destitute  of 
everytliing. 

My  Fathei',  all  of  us,  both  old  and  young,  have  great  joy  in 
seeing  you.    We  Hope  that  your  breasts  will  flow  In  our  favor. 


1740:    CONDITIONS  AT  DETROIT 

[Letter  of  De  Noyan,  commandant  at  Detroit,  to  the  French  Minister. 

Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  89,  c.  11,  fol.  191.] 

Detroit,  August  C,  1740. 
MoNSETGNEUR — It  would  1)0  usclcss  for  me  to  undertake  to 
give  Your  Grace  a  fair  and  accurate  report  on  the  condition  of 
this  post,  on  the  advantages  that  might  derived  frum  il  and 
the  measures  that  should  be  taken  to  have  a  considerable  settle- 
inient  here.  I  liave  not  been  here  long  enough.  One  hundred 
resident  families  can  be  counted  here  both  in  the  town  and  in 
the  country,  that  is  to  say  about  as  miany  traders  as  farmers. 
The  latter  till  the  soil,  But  the  snuill  market  they  find  for  their 
produce  compels  them  to  be  content  with  harvesting  wha.t  suf- 
fices for  tlieir  needs.  The  former,  who  are  ceilainly  too  numer- 
ous, far  from  making  Trade  flourish,  ruin  themselves  owing  to 
the  low  price  to  which  they  have  reduced  their  jfoods  which  are 
sohl  at  (he  ])ri('es  they  cost  in  (JucIhm'.  They  Irv  and  «^e<'  wh  . 
can  sell  them  cheai)cst  to  get  more  Furs  from  the  Savages. 
Nevertheless,  the  cost  of  trans])ort  is  considcM-ablc.  llcnct^  it 
follows,  Moil  ScigiKMir,  tlial  as  llioy  »-ainiol  niort  Hu-ir  nigagt-- 
nu^nts  to  Ihe  Montreal  merchants  wlio  supply  them,  their  gi>.i(U 
and  liouses  are  sold  every  day  for  the  IxMietit  of  the  latter  who 
have  more  mortgages  in  detroit  than  diMr^^it  is  worth.  Outside, 
the  Savages  tlireaten  to  withdraw;  the  hurons  live  ever  in  dis- 
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trust  of  the  Oiitavas.  And,  as  the  latter  are  Much  more  numer- 
ous, the  former  have  taken  a  firm  resolution  to  retire  to  Mon- 
treal;  Detroit  will  lose  nothing  by  this  as  the  Chaouenons  are  to 
take  their  place.  If  I  cannot  prev'ciit  this  migration  of  the 
hurons,  I  hope  at  least,  ^loiiseigneii]-,  to  avert  the  consequences 
of  the  proximity  of  tvv^o  nations  hostile  to  one  another  and  to 
make  them  live  m  peace. 

Your  grace  was  good  enaugli  to  grant  me  a  concession 
between  Madame  dargenteuil  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Quebec 
Seminary.^  Monsieur  Ilocquart  alone  finds  objections  to  it 
which  1  do  not  very  well  understand  and  which  Monsieur  the 
Marquis  de  Beauharnois  has  not  raised.  Penuit  m©  therefore, 
!Mon seigneur,  to  repeat  my  application  to  3'ou. 

I  took  the  libeny  last  year  of  asking  Your  grace  for  a  Cn^sa 
of  St  Louis,  ^fonsieur  the  marquis  de  Ix'aidiornois  was  giK)d 
EnO'Ugli  to  supjKvrt  my  request,  and  I  lio])0,  Monseigneur,  you 
will  not  refuse  me  That  mark  of  distincticni  in  the  p(jsirion  in 
which  you  were  pleased  to  place  me  amongst  nations  that  hold 
in  consideration  only  those  wlio  wear  a  decoration.  Such  a 
favor  will  leave  me  but  little  to  desire,  will  crown  all  the  Kind- 
ness your  grace  lias  shown  me,  and  carry  to  the  highest  degree 
the  infinite  gratitude,  the  most  submissive  devotion,  and  the 
profound  respect  with  which 

I  remain,  Monseigneur  Your  Grace's  very  humble  and  very 
obedient  servant 

No  VAN 

1  Madame  d'Argenteuil  (Marie  Louise  Denys)  was  the  widow  of 
Pierre  D'Ailleboust,  Sieur  d'Argenteuil  (see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  pp. 
253,  263),  brother-in-law  of  Claude  de  Ramezay  (see  ibid.,  p.  300). 
The  seigniory  of  Argenteuil  was  granted  (1680)  to  Charles  JoBcph 
d'Ailleboust,  Sieur  de  Musseaux,  Pierre's  father;  It  extended  nlong  the 
Ottawa  River,  below  the  Sault,  in  the  present  county  of  Argontoull. 
Pierre  died  of  apoplexy  in  1711,  and  the  title  to  the  seigniory  passed 
to  his  wife's  family. 

The  Quebec  seminary,  established  by  Laval,  first  bishop  of  Quebec, 
for  the  training  of  young  men  for  the  priesthood,  was  richly  endowed 
with  lands;  among  these  was  the  island  of  Jesus,  which  is  pri>bably 
referred  to  here. — Bd. 
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1740:    THE  DETROIT  HURON 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Father  de  la  Richardie,  Jesuit  missionary 
at  Detroit,  to  Father  St.  P6,  dated  Detroit,  Aug.  26,  1740.i  Source, 
same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  74,  c.  11,  fol.  268.] 

Reverend  Father — An  Outaouacs  wlio  <!,<>es  to  Chouegher. 
[Oswego]  for  Brandy  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  sending  this 
letter  which  I  address  to  Monsieur  de  Boucherville,  the  Com- 
mandant of  Niagara.^  Perhaps  I  shall  Write  you  another  in 
a  few  days.  I  shall  do  so  if  a  party  of  Bandits  from  the  Saulc 
come  back  from  the  Chicachas  with  some  captives.  I  expect 
their  arrival  fromi  day  to  day.  As  the  Affairs  of  tlie  huron3 
are  those  rc.S])ecting  wliich  you  are  anxious  for  the  fiillo-t  d> 
tails,  I  will  give  them. 

There  is  no  Change  in  their  project  of  going  to  Settle  near 
you.  The  only  thing  that  Hinders  the  Can';)^ing  out  of  the 
project,  is  Savage  vanity  that  does  not  wish  to  appear  to  flee, 
and  seeks  to  Conceal  its  fear,  by  saying  to  the  neighboring  !N"a- 
tions,  that  they  are  being  Taken  from  their  fire,  in  order  tliat 
another  may  bo  Kindled  for  thcni.  T  am  urged  daily  to  huhue 
Monsieur  the  General  to  Send  a  message  by  which  he  will  Re- 
move them  from  here  and  settle  them  near  him.  This  is  but 
a  pretext.  The  Tnith  is  that  they  wish  it  to  he  the  people  of 
the  Sault  or  of  the  Lake.  The  latter  are  no  friends  of  mine 
as  you  may  imagine.  Thus,  if  Monsieur  The  General  wishea 
to  Grant  their  Prayer,  the  people  of  the  Sault  nmst  bo  their 
Agents  and  their  de])utation  must  come  here  next  spring  to  exer- 
eise  the  gentle  pressure  that  is  desired.  The  Drunkard 
Angouirot  alone,  with  three  or  four  Cabins,  is  opposed  to  this 
Removal.  It  will  not  be  difficult  for  me  to  Urge  them  to  it  if 
it  is  to  be  effected.  If  Monsieur  the  Gencrnl  Aors  not  approve 
this  project,  liere  is  a  second  one  tluU  I  am  directed  to  submit 
to  him.    It  is  that,  to  allay  their  continual  alanns,  he  allow 

iFor  sketch  of  Father  Richardie.  soo  antr.  ]).  102.  Saint  wa.s  :\t 
this  time  superior  of  the  Canadian  missions,  with  headquarters  at  Mon- 
treal.   See  sketch,  ante,  p.  253. — Ei>. 

••iFor  sketch  of  Bouchorvllle.  soo  nntr.  p.  3G.— Ki>. 
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them  to  establish  themselves  three  leao^es  from  here  on  an 
island  called  grosse  isle.  ^  There,  they  say,  as  they  will  see 
no  more  O'utaouacs,  tliey  will  be  a  little  more  in  peace.  Soi- 
withotanding  the  Labors  entailed  by  a  'New  Establishment  I 
am  in  accord  with  their  desires,  convinced  as  I  am  that,  their 
destruction  is  manifest,  and  will  never  be  due  to  anything  but 
their  proximity  xo  and  their  mingling  with  the  French  and 
faithless  nations.  I  beg  therefore  that  their  fate  be  decided 
one  way  or  the  other  next  spring  so  that  I  may  set  to  work  in 
earnest  and  gather  them  together.  The  majority  dwell  at  the 
little  Lake  [Rondeau  Harbor]  and  come  here  only  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  great  feasts.  All  have  promised  me  to  leave  it  for 
either  of  the  residences  although  I  tliinh  they  will  he  hardly 
more  in  peace  on  the  Island  in  question  than  here.  Please  send 
a  positive  answer  by  the  Sailors  of  the  Niagara  Bark. 


1740:    INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL;  HOSTILITIES  BETWEEN  SIOUX 
AND  FOXES;  DISPOSITION  OF  FOXES;  SHAWNEE  MIGRA- 
TION, DETROIT,  HURON,  AND  OTTAWA;  BEAUHAR- 
NOIS  TO  REMOVE  THE  HURON;  IROQUOIS  AT 
MONTREAL;  ONONDAGA  AND  Tf.TES  PLATES 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  1,  1740. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  80.] 

MoNSEiGNEUK — I  havc  received  The  Letter  you  did  me  The 
honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  2nd  of  May  last.  The  Sieur 
Marin  arrived  in  Montreal  on  the  ICtli  of  June  with  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Sakis,  Eenards,  Puants,  Outaouacs  and  follcs  avoinee. 
As  JMonsieur  IIoc(iiiart  and  1  hav(^  Uud  Tlie  honor  ol'  int'orniing 
you  in  the  reply  to  tlie  King^s  memorial,  he  was  unnMo  to  Bring 
tlie  Scioux  with  liim,  owing  to  the  attack  they  had  made  on  the 
Outaouacs,  and  that  whicli  the  Litter  had  made  on  Tlirni  with 
th(^     Sautenx.  will     obsorvr.    M(>ii-^(Mi;-nonr,    l>v  thoir 

iSee  description  of  Grosse  Isle  (Grand  Isle)  In  Wis.  Hi^t.  CoUs..  xvi, 
p.  3G6.— Ed. 
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Speeches,  that  thcj  came  to  that  officer  on  the  9th  of  ^March  at 
the  Kiivicre  a  hi  "Ri^k-Iio/  to  surrender  their  J'^udies  and  hes  their 
lives  of  me.  lie  replied  that  he  could  decide  nothing  \vithout 
Knowing  my  ^vill.  I  Conferred  \vith  the  Sieur  Marin  on  the 
matter  and  told  him  to  re-estahlish  ])eace  in  the  Posts  as  far  lis 
ho  could  and  to  Induce  the  Seioux,  if  possihk^,  to  come  down 
next  Spring;  that  this  Was  the  true  way  to  obtain  peace,  and 
that  tliat  Nation  would  find  no  obstacles  in  the  road,  as  they  had 
covered  the  dead  of  the  Ontaouacs  and  re-assured  their  ^Minds. 
I  have  no  intention,  Monseigneur,  of  founding  jSTew  Establish- 
menits  in  their  country  unless  I  am  Sure  of  success. 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  speeches  of  the  Sakis 
and  Eienards,  that  they  seem  disposed  to  do  nothing  Wrong  in 
future.  Their  fear  of  Monsieur  de  LongueuiFs  Detachment 
has  Been  coniiplctoly  dissi])ate(L"  Xevertheless,  the  Sieur  De 
Noyan  Wrote  me  on  the  4th  of  August,  as  a  piece  of  News  cur- 
rent amongst  the  Savages,  which  he  did  not  credit,  that  tho 
llenards  at  the  time  they  were  Sending  their  (chiefs  and  Eldeid 
to  Montreal  with  fine  messages  of  obedience  and  submission, 
jtassed  by  the  bellc-Kiviere  [Ohio  ]  and  stayed  with  the  Iroquois. 
Had  this  Been  true,  I  think  I  should  have  Been  informed  of  it. 

The  Sieur  Marin  Was  dangerously  111  all  Winter  and  a  part 
of  the  Spring;  this  Prevented  him  from  Carrying  out  the  orders 
I  had  given  him  in  his  instructions  with  refenMice  to  the  soldier 
whom  the  Penards  killed  Last  Year  in  tlu^  llinois  country. 
As  that  Nation  Had  come  to  me  to  beg  for  their  lives  and  assure 
me  of  their  fidelity,  I  thought  it  would  not  bo  advisable  in  tho 
presence  of  all  tiie  Savages  to  revive  a  ]\[attcr  that  was  j)ast  and 
gone,  and  rgarding  which  they  had  oifered  Excuses,  saying  that 
it  Was  a  Mistake.  Had  he  brought  me  tho  murderer  n»  he 
Hoped  to  do,  While  granting  him  his  life,  1  would  luwo  re- 
pn.ached  them  for  their  Evil  deed  and  made  ihem  feel  my  go(ul- 
ness  to  Them,  for  the  Nature  of  the  Savages  Necessitates  great 
Circumspection. 

iRock  lUvcr,  an  Illinois  Wisconsin  tril)iHary  of  the  Mississippi.  The 
same  name  was  often  given  to  the  C.ieat  Miami  — Ed. 

-See  aide,  p.  31 G.  note. — Kn. 
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In  'the  Memorial  of  the  King'  we  Had  The  honor  of  Telling 
you  tho  reasons  that  l^revontcd  tlio  ( 'haoiiaiions  from  coming 
down  this  year.  They  are  to  come  next.  s})ring.  I  have  sent 
an  answer  to  the  Messages  they  Sent  me,  by  Vincent  Poudret,* 
w^ho  will  start  from  Montreal  shortly  to  take  it  to  them.  I  shall 
know  wliat  I  am  to  think  with  regard  to  their  Migration, 
What  the  Sieur  De  i^oyan  writes  me,  that  as  soon  as  the  hurons 
leave,  the  Chaoi;anons  will  come  and  take  their  place,  leads  mo 
to  Hope  that  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  inducing  them  to  do  so, 
as  they  Ai-e  very  docile.  And  the  indi\'idual  named  (,'hartier" 
seems  very  well  disposed. 

I  shall  now,  MonseigTieur,  have  The  honor  of  Relating  to 
you  all  that  has  taken  place  in  Connection  Avitli  the  hurons  and 
Outaouacs  of  Detroit  since  last  year.  You  will  see  by  our  reply 
to  the  King's  Memorial  that  it  seems  impossible  to  quiet  those 
Nations  and  to  calm  their  Minds.  Father  De  la  Kichardie 
Wrote  me  on  the  10th  of  May,  that  he  spent  seven  months  at 
Sandoske  with  tho  former;  that  the  threats  of  Elitatsogo,  the 
(^hief  of  Sault  St.  Loiiis,  uttered  in  Connection  with  tho  Peace 
made  by  the  Hurons  with  the  Tetes-plates,  seemed  to  have  taken 

xBorn  in  October,  1694;  son  of  Antoine  Poudret,  a  baker  of  Bou- 
cherville. — Ed. 

2This  is  an  early  mention  in  French  documents  of  the  well-known 
Shawnee  trader  and  leader,  Peter  Chartier.  He  has  generally  been 
supposed  to  be  a  half-breed;  but  his  father,  Martin  Chartier,  was  set- 
tled as  a  glover  in  Philadelphia  before  1707.  In  1717,  Martin  received  a 
grant  of  500  acres  upon  the  Susquehanna  in  behalf  of  his  son  Peter, 
who  began  trading  with  the  Shawnee  there,  and  received  a  Pennsyl- 
vania license  in  1730.  When  the  tribe  removed  to  the  Allegheny  (about 
1728),  Chartier  went  with  them,  and  built  a  trading-post  first  on  Char- 
tier's  Creek  below  Pittsburg,  later  at  Chart ler's  Old  Town  about  twenty 
miles  above  the  forks  of  Ohio.  He  became  dissatisfied  with  bis  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  Pennsylvania  authorities,  and  made  overtures  to 
the  French,  and  by  1745,  according  to  orders  of  Governor  Beauhamois. 
had  removed  his  band  in  the  direction  of  the  Wabash.  He  was  re- 
warded with  a  French  commission,  but  his  subsequent  career  Is  not 
known.  Habitants  of  that  name  (Pierre  Chartier)  were  living  In  Illi- 
nois in  1790.— El). 
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awaj  from  theni  all  inclination  to  Settle  near  them  [at  Sault 
St.  Louis].  Thej  told  him  to  beg  me  to  Excuse  them  if  they 
did  not  go  down  to  Montreal  and  to  let  their  brothers  in  Prayer 
know  that  the  (.'ustum  Amongst  Sa\^ages  Is  not  to  go  and  beg 
for  protection  and  an  asylum  whilst  in  fear;  that  if  CompaBsion 
were  felt  for  them^  it  was  Their  duty  to  come  and  Console  them 
and  kindled  a  fresh  tire  in  a  Place  where  tliey  could  be  Deemed 
in  safety. 

The  Sieur  De  N"oyelle  wrote  me  on  the  7th  of  June  last  that 
he  had  found  a  sure  way  to  Induce  the  Hurons  to  live  in  union 
Avith  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux  and  secure  tranquillity  at  De- 
troit, but  that  it  had  been  taken  from  him,  And  that  the  Sieur 
de  Sabrevois/  who  Was  a  Witness  thereof,  would  Inform  me 
of  it.  I  asked  him  today  what  the  Sieur  De  Xoyelle  had 
wished  to  give  me  to  Understand,  lie  told  me  that  he  had  rep- 
resented to  the  ITurons  that  in  order  to  exonerate  themselves 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux  with  respect  to  the 
treacheiy  whereof  they  accused  them,  they  had  notliing  else  to  do 
but  make  Avar  on  the  Tetes-plates  and  bring  back  Slaves  of  that 
ISTation  to  deliver  over  to  the  Outaouacs ;  that  they  would  then 
be  In  Position  to  tell  them  that  they  had  Had  no  share  in  what 
had  occurred,  since  they  Themselves  had  attacked  their  En- 
emies. The  Matter  was  C^tnehuled  and  settled  and  It)  War- 
riors were  ready  to  start  when  the  plan  Was  frustrated  by  an 
undergi'ound  Collar.  I  beg  you,  Mon seigneur,  to  excuse  me 
from  mentioning  him  who  gave  it.  What  is  certain  is  that  the 
Hurons  told  it  to  the  Sieair  De  Noyelle  Ini  the  prc-sence  of  the 
Sieur  Do  Sabrevois. 

The  Sieur  De  Noyan  wrote  me  on  the  19th  of  July  that  he 
expected  to  succeed  in  reconciling  those  two  Nations  and  that 
he  would  Spare  no  effort  to  do  so;  tliat  the  Sieur  Do  Noyelle 

lEither  Clement  Sabrevois  de  Bleiiry  (1702-1781),  or  Chrlstophe  Sa- 
brevois de  Soniionville  (boru  1701).  bolh  sons  of  Jarinuvs  (.'baibs  Sa- 
brevois de  Bleury  (sec  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  :un.  'Captain"  Sabre- 
vois was  commandant  at  He  I'errot  (174G),  snccoodod  C^loron  at  Fort 
St.  Fr6d6ric  (1747),  and  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Fort  William  Henry 
(1757).— Ed. 
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had  put  tliis  matter  in  a  fair  way  to  success  as  well  as  all  thiuga 
that  Were  in  The  order. 

In  his  letter  of  the  26th  of  the  sam,e  month,  ho  says  that  the 
Hurons  and  Outaouacs  are  continually  on  the  qui-vive,  and  in 
another  dated  the  Following  day  he  writes,  Mcnseigneur,  all 
tljai  we  have  Had  The  honor  of  Explaining  to  you  in  the 
memorial  to  the  King. 

Father  iJe  la  Richardie  writes  m©  on  the  1st  of  August  that 
the  hurons  continue  to  live  with  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux, 
in  fear,  no't  for  Themselves,  as  their  pride  makes  them  say,  but 
solely  for  their  wives  And  Children  whom,  they  do  not  consider 
In  safety  in  a  neighborhood  such  as  Detroit;  that  they  are 
divided  into  three  villages,  And  that  their  Reluctance  to  go 
down  is  due  solely  to  the  Savage  fonnalities  for  effecting  their 
Removal  from,  that  Spot  not  having  been  observed. 

In  another  Letter  of  the  4th  of  August,  the  Sieur  De  IN'oyan 
writes  me  that  the  hurons  persist  in  their  intention  to  Remove 
their  fire  elsewhere,  that  they  solicit  him'  to  follow  them  and  to 
live  with  Them)  in  the  land  I  have  promised  them,  and  that  the 
granting  of  that  favor  to  them  depends  on  me  as  well  as  on  him. 
lie  expected  the  Chaouanons  about  the  end  of  the  month;  they 
were  to  take  the  place  of  the  hurons  Having  been  asked  to  do 
so  by  the  Outaouacs  who  would  be  delighted  at  the  Change. 

The  Sieur  De  la  Pcrade^  Writes  mo  from  that  Post  on  the 
6th  of  August  that  the  Miamis  asked  him  to  be  allowed  to  go 
down  next  Spring,  and  that  all  the  Outaouacs  Had  come  back 
from  the  Tetes-plates  where  they  had  not  (h)no  much,  having 
found  two  Villages  of  that  ISTation  a])andoned,  which,  thov  al- 
leged, had  Been  warned  by  tlio  hurona;  that  the  nuijorily  of  the 
Outaouacs  Being  intoxicated,  there  wore  some  lmron«*  nilnplod 
amongst  Thenij  who  were  seen  to  issue  from  the  Woods; 
one  of  the  former  ran  up  at  full  speed  saying  that  a  huron  had 
killed  his  brother  by  firing  a  Bullet  through  his  Body;  that  at 
the  instant  tlie  rallying  cry  was  raised ;  that  the  Sieur  De 
^oyan  told  the  Outaouacs  not  to  set  themselves  in  motion  on 


iSce  ante,  p.  223,  note  1— Ri>. 

[  333  1 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [vol.  xvii 


tlie  word  of  a  druiikeii  man,  and  when  the  French  arrived  they 
would  bind  the  hurons  who  Were  in  their  \^inage ;  that  others 
amongst  the  hatter  said  they  were  going  to  take  up  Arms ;  that 
the  Sienr  De  Noyan  appeased  them  all  and  it  Was  high  time. 
'J  he  x\  ews  w^as  not  true. 

You  must  think,  MonseigT.eur,  from  the  Eeports  I  have  The 
lienor  of  sending  you,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  reconcile  those 
people,  and  that  sooner  or  later  some  unfortunate  affair  will 
take  place  that  might  give  rise  to  trouble  in  the  Colony.  This 
decides  me  to  Send  next  Spring  my  nephew  (who  Was  adopted 
as  a  Cliief  at  Sault  St.  Louis  and  at  the  Lake  of  two  .Mount- 
ains) to  place  himself  at  the  head  of  tlio  chief  lucii  «>£  those 
villages  in  order  to  go  and  remove  the  hurons  with  the  savage 
Cereanonies  they  Insist  upon.  1  will  send  with  him  liie  Sieur 
Duburon,^  whom  they  like  very  much,  and  if  ihc  Sienr  Do 
Noyan  persists  in  asking  to  return  with  Them,  1  will  grant 
him  ]iei*mission  to  do^  so.  I  will  inform  liim  of  all  this  if  L 
can  find  The  opportunity. 

We  Had  The  honor  of  notifying  you  in  the  memorial  to  the 
King  of  The  arrival  in  Montreal  of  45  Iroipiois  of  the  five  Na- 
tions who  seem  very  well  disposed.  The  Sieur  De  J(Uicairc  rc- 
port(M]  to  mo  what  the  Xontaeue  [Onondaga  |  <lid  with  refer- 
ence to  the  100  Tetos-platos  who  wore  to  go  over  to  Them.  TIo 
rei)orted  to  me  that  they  Did  not  reach  the  Village  of  the  for- 
m<"r,  who  \mt  them  on  the  Way,  killed  several  of  them  and  put 
(lie  others  to  llight ;  that  many  war  parties  have  gone  there;  that 
he  will  Urge  them,  as  far  as  he  can  to  continue  to  strike  at  that 
Nation,  and  that  whatever  the  English  may  do  to  get  them  to 
make  Peace  with  Them,  he  does  not  think  they  can  succcevl. 

Vou  will  Find  annexed,  Men  seigneur,  the  speeches  of  the 
Scioux,  those  of  (bo  Sakis,  Konards,  Puanis  Onlaonaes  an.l 
iolles-avoines,  with  my  answers;  those  of  tlu>  Five  Iro<pioi3 

1  Jean  Joseph  Feray,  Sieur  Duburon,  was  born  in  Brittany  in  ll>79, 
came  to  Canada  as  a  sergeant  in  the  troops,  and  was  promoted  to  offi- 
cial rank  in  1727.    He  died  at  Quebec  in  1752  — Ed. 
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Nations  and  my  answers,  with  Tlie  Extract  from  the  Council 
held  at  Orange. 

I  remiain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigiieur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  ohedient  Servant. 

BEAUlIARXurS 

Quebec,  October  1,  1740. 


1740:    PETITION  OP  LA  RONDE 

[Denys  de  la  Ronde,  the  elder,  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Quebec, 
Oct.  12,  1740.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  216.] 

[Summary: — He  represents  that  he  is  tlie  senior  officer  in 
the  colony,  after  ]\ron&ieur  de  Beaumont.  As  a  reward  for  53 
years  service,  he  asks  to  be  granted  the  brevet  rank  of  major  of 
the  troops,  to  which  the  senior  captain  of  the  companies  is  enti- 
tled, and  which  his  predecessors  enijoyed. 

He  'likewise  asks  the  minister's  protection  for  his  four  sons 
who  are  also  in  the  service,  the  eldest  of  whom,  commanding 
at  Chagouamigon  in  the  petitioner's  absence,  is  130  year.s  ot  age 
while  the  youngest  is  18]/ 


1740-41:    CONDITIONS  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 
[Memoir  on  the  Indians  and  their  relations,  unsigned.'-    MS.  in  ar- 
chives of  MinistSre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press  mark,  "Canada,  Corresp. 
g^n.,  vol.  76,  c.  11,  fol.  263."] 

Our  Iroquois  liad  entered  into  The  ]x>aco  mnde  with  the  (^hi- 
cachas  at  fort  assumption,'  by  giving  pon^'lain  bolli  in  Slu^Us 

^Memoranda  on  original  document:  "No  —  ns  regards  fho  rixnk  of 
major  which  the  King  does  not  wish  re-established.  A  conmilssloa  of 
Second  Ensign  to  his  eldest  son." 

2At  the  close  of  the  document  is  the  signature  "HouliorsluMir.'"  h\\{ 
this  is  probably  Beaucourt,  and  relates  only  to  tlie  fortifleation  of  Mon- 
treal (part  here  omitted)  of  which  he  was  commandant— En. 

»Thls  was  the  treaty  made  with  the  Chickasaws  in  April.  1710.  Tlie 
Iroquois  were  those  of  the  missions,  frequently  Known  as  the  "praying 
Iroqucis." — En. 
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and  Collars;  but  on  returning,  tliey  met  some  Chicacha  Hunters 
of  Avhom  they  killed  more  than  twenty  The  Cliicachas  did  not 
fail  to  seize  upon  the  first  occasion  that  offered,  which  was  a 
large  Boat  going  up  the  river,  which  they  destroyed,  killing  or 
capturing  the  whole  party.  There  were  some  Kegroes  among 
them,  of  whom  one  escaped  to  the  Ouiatanons,  where  he  is  stay- 
ing with  a  Frenchman. 

In  the  fall  the  Chicachas  came  to  the  Chai'akis  Kiver''  in  a 
great  body.  They  saw  six  canoes  coming  u])  from  the  jlinois 
in  order  to  returni  to  the  post  of  Vincennes.  They  killed  19 
men,  one  woman,  her  daughter  and  a  small  Boy.  Only  four 
escaped  unwounded,  and  four  with  dangerous  wounds. 

Since  that  time  parties  of  savages  have  been  continually  m 
the  Field  against  the  Chicachas ;  but  the  war  of  the  Scloux  and 
Kenards  against  the  jlinois  prevents  them  from  accomplishing 
much. 

Monsieur  do  la  Veramdiere  [N^erendrye  |  Avroto  nu^  (.n  Au- 
gust 7,  1741,  that  his  children  had  written  him  that  all  was 
quiet  in  the  posts. 

Monsieur  Marin  wrote  me  August  (5,  that  all  was  quiet  at 
la  Baye  when  he  left  for  Michilimakina,  whither  he  w^ent  at 
the  request  of  the  Sakis  and  Kciiards  lo  ask  .Monsieur  dc  Dlain- 
ville  to  get  a  promise  from  the  Outaovas  and  tlie  Sautcurs  not 
to  pass  by  way  of  J.a  Baye,  if  they  wish  to  go  against  the  Scioiix, 
as  they  fear  there  may  occur  some  misclnef  on  one  side  or  the 
otlier. 

On  April  20,  eight  Cabins  of  Mascoufins  arrived  among  the 
Oiiiatanons  to  settle  down  with  a  Chief  wlio  was  already  there. 
They  are  in  fear  of  tlu^  licnards  who  are  with  the  Scioux  on 
the  Ouisconsin. 

A  party  of  100  Scioux  and  K(^nards  went  to  piniitooui  to 
surprise  ihe  }x;ople  of  tlio  place;  but  they  had  been  warno<l  by 
the  Sakis  lo  be  on  their  guard.  The  Saki>  diil  lbi>^  cut  v{  grati- 
tude, beaiise  these  jx'ople  oi'  piniiUMini  bad  restored  In  Thcui 

I  Cherokee  River  was  the  early  name  of  the  Tennessr*.  from  the  large 
villages  of  that  tril)e  settled  uro"  it— Ed. 
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three  of  Tlieir  people,  whom  the  Kaokias  had  captured.^  A 
llalf-breed  son  of  a  Fi'enchnian  and  a  Savage  Avas  killed,  appar- 
ently by  some  one  of  this  party  of  100  men,  for  The  body  was 
found  hacked  to  pieces  near  a  Sciau  Canoe.  This  happened  on 
May  26,  about  half  a  League  from  pimitcoui. 

A  party  of  100  pouteouatamis  and  Outaouas,  with  whom 
other  nationc  had  joined  returned  from  the  Chicachas,  but 
nothing  was  accomplished  after  80  days  of  marching.  The 
PeangTiichas,  on  their  passage  through  their  country,  gave  them 
three  prisoners  and  four  Scalps.  If  they  had  been  willing  to 
believe  one  of  their  slaves,  they  might  easily  have  killed  on 
their  route  a  party  of  ten  of  their  enemies. 

The  Outaouas  brought  two  slaves  that  had  been  given  them 
by  the  poux  of  St.  joseph  River,  a  post  under  the  command  of 
the  Sieur  Coulon  Devilliers,  who  writes  me  these  last  three 
items  of  news. 

Three  bands  of  Sonountouans  came  back  from  the  Chicacha 
country,  bringing  twelve  prisoners  and  ten  scalps;  they  had 
lost  but  one  man  themselves.  They  were  expecting  two  otlier 
bands  July  24,  1741.  They  are  dying  of  hunger  in  the  Sonoun- 
touan  territoiy.  The  famine,  in  fact,  is  general  among  all 
the  savages  of  the  upper  country.  Indian  corn  was  worth  at 
Detroit  from  40  to  (U)  livre.^  per  Minut. 

All  The  Hurons  at  Detroit  were  ill  disposed  toward  the  Cliica" 
chas,  when  the  Chi'valioi-  dv.  Hoauliarnais  arrive<l  there,  who 
was  sent  by  Monsieur  the  General  to  induce  them  to  come 
nearer  to  Him.  He  brought  three  of  them  witli  him  to  select 
land,  and  they  ai-e  to  come  in  great  nainil)ers  next  spring. 

There  came  to  Montreal  this  sunnner  a  large  deputation 
from  the  four  jroquois  Villages,  wliioh  (in  the  Council  hoU 
with  Monsieur  the  General)  begged  Him  not  to  listen  to  evil 
speeches  that  might  l>e  made,  because  their  father  could  count 
on  their  fidelity  in  jirc^serving  ]n'a<'e.     They  iH^ggtnl  him  to 

aPlmlthouy  was  a  town  of  the  Peoria  tribe  of  the  Illinois,  located  near 
the  i)resont  city  of  Peoria.  The  KaoUins  were  an  Illinois  tribe,  sitnnled 
about  the  village  of  that  nani(>  (rahoi^ijO  on  the  Mississippi.— l-:)!). 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [voi.xvii 


work  with  tlieni  to  consolidate  and  stren^hen  The  tree  of  peace, 
which  had  been  planted  in  the  presence  of  all  the  nations  as- 
sembled at  Montreal,  about  forty  years  ago  (in  1702),  before 
the  then  Genera],  llonsicur  de  Calierc.  They  begged  liiui 
also^  in  case  of  a  war  between  France  and  England,  not  to  make 
war  in  the  country  of  their  brotiicrs  the  Dutch,  but  to  leave 
them  in  ])eace.  They  said  various  other  ^\x>l*ds  accompanied  by 
OoUars,  and  all  in  favor  of  peace. 

Four  Chaouanons  came  in  the  name  of  their  niation  to  bring 
messages  to  their  father,  proclaiming  themselves  very  ready  to 
execute  his  wishes.  I  do  not  speak  in  detail  of  those  tilings, 
which  are  resented  for  Monsieur  The  General,  but  mention 
only  a  portion  which  was  made  public  like  this  whole  Memoir. 

■X-  -X-  -Jf  *  *  *  *  * 


1741:    SECRET  PROJECT  CONCERNING  THE  FOXES 

[Extract  from  abstract  of  Beaiiharnois's  reports  for  1711.  Source: 
N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  Ix,  p.  1086.] 

Tbe  news  received  from  the  Upper  countries  to  the  effect 
that  some  underground  Belts  were  sent  by  the  English  to  divers 
Indian  Nations,  inviting  them  to  rid  themselves  of  the  French 
scattered  througliout  that  region ;  and  that  the  Foxes  had  sent 
out  some  war  parties  against  tbe  Illinois,  whereby  several 
FrenchnieiiL  have  hvcu  killed,  led  the  ^lanpiis  de  Heaubarnois 
to  think  that  some  brilliant  action  would  be  necessan-  in  order 
to  kec])  the  "JSTations  in  check,  and  that  the  French  and  domi- 
<}iliatcd  Indians  who  had  been  oalbnl  o\U  for  tlie  expedition 
against  (•houeguen  might  be  sent,  ii(>xt  yc^ir.  agniu-^t  the  l^.xes. 
Ihit  .\s  it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  keep  this  project  se- 
cret, h(^  contented  himself  with  giving  the  Indians  and  the 
]\Lililia  who  had  been  warned,  to  understand  that  he  calcu- 
lated on  them  for  next  year,  the  season  Iving  too  far  advanced 
for  ihe  execution  of  the  design  against  (^hoiii-g-ien. 

The  Marouis  de  Beauharnois'  opinion  respivting  the  war 
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against  the  Eoxes  has  l>een  the  more  readily  approved  by  the 
Earon  de  Longueuil,  Messrs  De  la  Chassaigiie,  Lacome,  de 
Lignery,  La  None  and  Dnplessis-fabert,  whom  he  had  assembled 
at  his  honse,  as  it  appears  from  all  the  letters  that  the  Court  has. 
written  since  several  years,  that  it  has  nothing  so  much  at  heart 
as  the  destruction  of  that  Indian  Nation,  which  cannot  be  pre- 
vailed on  ])y  the  presents  and  good  treatment  of  the  French,  to 
live  in  peace,  notwithstanding  all  its  promises.  Ifeides  it  is 
notorious  that  the  Foxes  have  a  secret  undersfanding  with  the 
Iroquois  to  secure  a  retreat  among  the  latter,  in  case  they  be 
obliged  to  abandon  their  villages. 

They  have  one  alrciady  secured  among  the  Sioux  of  the 
Prairies,  with  whom  they  are  allied  ;  so  that  should  they  be  pre- 
advised  of  the  design  of  the  French  to  wage  war  against  them, 
it  would  be  easy  for  them  to  retire  to  the  one  or  the  other,  be- 
fore their  ])assagc  could  he  inrorcepted,  or  themselves  attacketl 
in  their  villages. 


1741:    HURON  AND  TfiTES  PLATES. 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Father  de  la  Richarie  to  Father  St.  P«§. 
dated  Detroit,  June  10,  1741.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies, 
Paris;  press  mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  75,  c.  11,  fol.  90."] 

IvEVEifENT)  Fatjiki; — Here  is  now  an  incident  that  will  pro- 
vent  reconciliation  between  the  old  and  the  young  men:  A 
party  of  the  latter  Avant  to  break  the  peace  made  with  the  Tetes 
plates  by  the  elders  fifteen  years  ago-  The  young  men  say 
that  it  is  the  alliance  with  the  Tetes  plates  that  has  caused 
the  neighboring  Nations  to  hato  tlie  hurons;  the  oldei^*  «llogo 
that  this  is  only  a  pretext,  and,  morcMrver,  that  the  I'etos  plati^. 
far  from,  doing  themj  any  injnry,  have  s(M\t  their  ]XH)ple  back 
to  them  whenever  they  captured  any  who  went  without  cause 
to  kill  tliem  in  their  Villages.  Tlie  young  men  rely  on  what 
the  French  liave  tohl  them,  viz:  llial  MonsiiMir  tlu^  (uMieral 
wonld  bo  pleased  if  they  attacked  the  Tetes  ]>lates.  If  I 
llionght  that  Monsieur  the  (Jeneral,  with  the  counsel  of  his 
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conscience,  consider  such  a  war  Lawful,  I  would  at  once 
side  with  the  young  men,  but  as  I  have  nothing  decisive  on 
that  point,  and  as  My  conscience,  which  is  of  the  slightest,  tells 
me  that  such  a  war  would  be  murder,  I  cannot,  pending  the 
receipt  of  your  orders.  Avoid  giving  my  suppKiil;  to  the  elders. 


1741:    COUNCIL  WITH  THE  HURON  OF  DETROIT 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  149.] 

Secret  Council.  Message  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Bcau- 
harnois,  Governor  general  of  Neio  France,  to  the  hiirons  of 
Detroit,  June  12,  17Ji-L 

Sastaretsy,  Listen  attentively  to  the  message  of  thy  Lather 
Onontio,  which  ^^ill  be  brought  thee  by  him  who  is  Dearest 
to  me,  who  is  of  my  blood,  that  thou  maycst  know  how  much 
I  think  of  thee  and  of  all  thy  Nation.  Monsieur  I~)uburou 
Avhom  you  greatly  love,  will  accompany  him. 

RenDember  well.  My  son  Sastaretsy,  that  three  years  ago 
thou  didst  Send  a  message  to  thy  brothers  of  Lorettc,  of  the 
Sault,  and  of  the  Lake  of  two  jMountains,  by  which  thou  did>t 
inform  them  that  thou  wouldst  Ix?  compelled  to  go  to  them 
in  their  Village  in  the  autumu,  as  soon  as  tliou  shouldst  have 
heard  of  the  ruin  of  thy  Nephews.  Thou  didst  ask  them  to 
inform  Mo  of  the  situation  in  which  thou  \\vv{  ])laced  by  the 
Alnltitud  of  tliy  E.nemics.  Lhcy  l>r(Might  me  thy  nussaize 
and  I  Felt  thy  trouble  to  such  an  extent  that  1  at  once  rei>lied 
— thou  must  remember  it.  T  Sent  presents  \o  thy  blither, 
^Afonsieur  De  Noyelle,  to  cover  lh(^  (h*ad,  to  c«Mis(Oe  the 
aiHicted  and  to  stay  the  Tomahawk  of  the  young  men  whose 
Ifoarts  mioht  bo  tnrned  to  evil.  Jndgc  bv  this  o(  niv  alTec- 
tion  for  thee. 

Thy  Father,  Ondcchaouasty, '  Wrote  nie  the  Folh>wing  year 
that  thou  hadst  seemed  to  acqnesc<^  in        OvAvr^  1  had  given 

iNote  on  original  MS.:    "Father  do  la  Hichardle. ' 
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to  oblige  thee  to  remain  at  Detroit  after  the  affair  imputed 
to  thy  nephews  was  Completely  settled,  But  that  thou  might- 
est  leave  thy  land  at  the  first  alarm. 

Thy  Father,  Monsieur  De  Noyelle,  Wrote  me  at  the  same 
time  that  you  had  all  gone  into  winter  cjuarters  and  had  aban- 
doned your  cdearings ;  you  had  told  him  that  you  could  not 
calm  the  Minds  of  your  wives  and  Children,  and  that  you 
would  always  live  in  F^ar  at  the  Post  of  Detroit. 

Orontony^  Sent  me  Branches  of  Porcelain  on  behalf  of  the 
whole  Village,  by  which  he  asked  my  penuission  to  come  and 
settle  near  me,  as  they  could  no  longer  live  in  peace  at  that 
Place,  because,  he  said,  whenever  the  Tetes  plates,  might 
make  an  Attack  on  the  Nations  of  the  Post,  you  would  always 
be  accused  of  having  a  share  in  it,  and,  in  order  to  Avoid  be- 
ing reduced  some  day  to  cruel  extremities,  he  re-iterated  the 
request  you  had  made  to  me. 

Monsieur  De  Noyelle  Sent  me  two  Collars  on  your  behalf. 
By  the  first  you  asked  me  to  grant  you  a  piece  of  land  near 
me,  so  that  your  wives  and  Children  might  be  in  safety, 
which  they  were  not  at  Detroit.  You  said  to  me  by  that  mes- 
sage that  if  I  did  not  show  that  kindness  to  you,  you  would 
go  and  die  in  some  Distant  Spot. 

B}'  the  Second,  you  also  asked  me  to  give  you  an  officer 
to  come  down  with  you  to  protect  you  from  injury 

Vour  Father,  Ondochaonasty,  Wrote  mc  at  the  time  that 
you  begged  me  to  Excuse  you  for  not  coming  down  to  ^font- 
real,  as  I  had  ordered  the  elders  to  do,  because  it  was  the 
people  of  the  Sault  who  had  asked  you  to  do  so;  tliat  it  is 
not  the  Custom  amongst  you  Savages  to  go  and  ask  for  Pro- 
tection and  for  an  asylum,  and  that  if  Compassion  wns  felt 
for  your  wives  and  Children,  it  was  the  duly  of  those  ^^ho 
ha.d  pity  on  'riieni  to  come  and  consoli^  tliem  on  their  Mat,  or 
oven  to  light  a  fresh  fire  for  iheni  in  S(unc  spot  wliere  they 
might  be  considered  in  safety. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  affair  thou  didst  coninnuiicato  the 
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thought  that  was  in  thy  heart  to  thy  Father,  the  Command- 
ant, and  to  your  two  Fathers,  the  black  Gowns,  and  you  would 
have  no  witness  but  Tlieni  so  as  to  Express  it  more  freely. 
That  message  was  Sent  me  the  following  year. 

You  said  that  while  you  Were  at  Missilimakinac  you  received 
an  embassy  from  your  brothers  of  the  Sault  and  of  the  Lake 
of  two  Mountains  by  wliieh  they  asked  you  to  go  to  Them, 
and,  as  a  pretext,  they  said  to  you:  (^ome,  my  brothers,  you 
Are  in  this  Place  in  the  miiUt  of  a  ^Fultitude  of  Xations  that 
do  not  like  you  and  of  whose  customs  you  are  ignorant. 

That  the  lato  j\ronsieur  de  Vaudreuil  Urged  you  to  leave  as 
soon  as  possible  ISTations  that  hated  you  and  that  he  said  to 
you:  settle  near  me;  you  will  find  a  safe  asylum,  a  Father 
and  a  Protector. 

You  replied  to  him  that  you  would  some  day  follow  the 
advice  he  had  just  given  you,  that  ,you  would  seize  the  first 
pretext  that  presented  itself  to  come  to  him,  and  that  you 
had  long  thought  seriously  of  fulfilling  the  promise  you  had 
made,  which  Was  to  come  here. 

By  another  message  you  said  that  the  reason  that  led  you 
to  take  that  step  Was  that  you  wished  to  calmi  the  Minds  of 
your  wives  and  Children  which  Were  so  affected  that  they 
could  live  in  safety  nowhere  but  near  me;  that  the  AvhoTe 
village  Were  of  that  opinion  and  that  you  S]X)ke  on  their  behalf. 

By  another  message  you  also  said  that  if  I  did  not  grant 
your  request,  the  soitow  you  would  feel  would  lead  you  to 
take  another  step;  that  your  resolution  was  taken,  and  that 
you  were  prepared  to  die  near  the  first  spot  you  came  to  rather 
than  live  in  a  land  where  your  wives  and  Children  could  not 
venture  to  go  to  their  Work  without  fi^anng  that  they  might 
not  return  at  night  to  sh>c]i  in  ihcir  C;d)ln>;  tliat  as  y(Ui  bad 
always  Been  obedient  to  my  orders,  you  would  l>c  in  a  Ix^ttcr 
position  to  Carry  them  out  if  you  Were  near  mo. 

By  a  Nail-ow  C/ollar,  you  Ix^god  mo  not  \o  refuse  yo\ir  re- 
quest to  bring  you  near  mo,  holding  it  by  one  end  and  ask- 
ing nio  to  liold  the  other  so  as  to  calm  llie  "Minds  of  your  wivi^ 
and  Children. 
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By  a  Wide  Collar  you  asked  me  for  some  one  to  take  you 
to  the  land  where  I  dwell  so  that  you  might  travel  in  safety 
through  the  Nations. 

Thou  Sastareits}^;,  with  Tayetchatin  ^  and  Orontony,  didst 
Send  nie  a  message  to  Infovin  me  of  your  design,  in  tlie  ITopc 
that  I  would  have  compassion  on  your  conditon;  and  you 
told  m,e  that  if  I  had  pity  on  the  huron  I  would  bring  him 
near  me  ;  that  your  thought  Was  supported  by  two  Collars. 

Jjy  another  message  you  s))oke  to  me  in  theso  terms:  ]\[y 
Fathei*,  3ur  intention  to  draw  near  you  is  a  lasting  one  and 
nothing  can  change  it. 

By  another  you  also  said  to  me  that  the  huron  knows  not 
what  it  is  to  break  his  word,  nor  to  have  a  second  thought 
bucceed  a  iirst  one  lio  has  c<msiderc'd  reasonable.  You  did 
not  conceal  from,  me  that  you  might  take  a  step  I  would  not 
approve  if  I  rejected  your  word,  and  said  that  you  w^ould 
never  be  very  firm  in  your  Eeligion  unless  you  wore  separated 
from  Nations  that  are  not  Christian. 

By  another  message  you  asked  to  be  put  alone  in  the  Place 
1  might  deem  suitable  and  that  the  Black  Go^vns  might  live 
witli  you  to  soothe  your  Minds.  You  added  that  what  you 
said  Was  said  in  the  name  of  tlio  whole  of  your  Nation,  and 
that  if  any  evil  blow  were  struck  all  the  otliers  would  cer- 
tainly impute  it  to  the  liurons.  This  led  you  to  believe  with- 
out any  doaibt  that  if  I  deferred  bringing  you  near  me,  you 
would  despair  of  your  lives  as  you  Were  threatened  on  all 
sides. 

Then  you  begged  your  Father  the  Commandant  and  the 
three  Black  Gowns  to  support  your  word  with  me  with  such 
strength  that  your  request  couhl  not  refust^l ;  that  your 
words  he  taken  down^  in  Writing  and  that  iS'ioohis  alone  In? 
admitted  to  my  private  Boom.    I  did  this  as  you  know. 

iSastaretsy  and  Tayetchatin  (Taychatin)  took  no  part  In  the  attack 
on  Detroit  by  Orontony's  Sandiislvy  band  (1747:  see  ante,  p.  280). 
They  visited  Montreal  in  July  of  that  year,  whore  Sastaretsy  died; 
Tayetchatin  was  also  seized  with  illness,  but  recovered  sutfloiiMitly  to 
return  home,  where  he  died  in  September. — Eu. 
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You  requested  Monsieur  de  I^oyelle  to  Write  me  on  your 
bebalf  to  thank  me  for  my  kindness  in  granting  your  lequest, 
and  you  asked  him  to  assure  me  that  your  Xation  would  never 
forget  the  proof  of  the  Protection  I  gave  your  wives  and 
Cdiildren.  You  sent  me  word  that  in  the  Event  of  any  one 
of  you  having  allowed  himself  to  be  won  over  to  Prevent  your 
coming  down,  I  was  not  to  alter  anything  of  what  I  had  granted 
you  to  have  you  dwell  near  me;  that  you  had  fully  reflected 
on  the  step  before  taking  it^ 

Your  Fatlier,  the  ]31ack  Gown  A\'r()te  mo  that  my  words 
had  been  received  by  your  village  Avith  great  acclamations 
of  gratitude.  Monsieur  De  Noyelle  wrote  me  that  he  had 
delivered  them,  to  you  and  that  you  were  greatly  flattered  by 
them,  saying  that  I  continued  to  be  always  kind  to  you.  He 
added  that  you  had  not  altered  your  design  in  any  way. 

Last  year.  Monsieur  De  ISToyan  and  Father  de  la  Richardie 
Wrote  me  that  your  wives  and  Children  Were  in  a  continual 
state  of  alarmi,  that  you  yourselves  did  not  consider  them  safe 
in  such  a  neighborhood  as  that  of  Detroit,  and  that  Orontony, 
wishing  to  excite  my  compassion,  had  said  he  Hoped  I  would 
put  him,  under  my  wings. 

Monsieur  De  Noyan  wrote  me  that  y^^u  still  intended  to 
remove  your  fire  elsewhere,  and  that  you  l>egged  him  to  fol- 
low you  and  to  go  and  live  with  you  oii  the  piece  of  land  I 
granted  you,  and  that  you  would  be  flattered  if  I  Sent  you  a 
message  to  Eemove  you  from  your  fire  and  light  another  for 
you. 

I  have  carefully  considered  all  your  words;  T  have  granted 
with  pleasure  the  ra^uests  you  have  miado  to  me;  Z  will  always 
seek  means  to  calm  the  blinds  of  your  wives  and  Children. 
Come,  1  hold  out  my  arms  to  you  to  take  you  under  my  wing, 
and  by  this  Collar  I  bind  you  Tightly  to  uiy  Ne]>hew  to  brin^ 
you  near  me.  Hold  it  l)y  one  end  and  ho  will  hold  it  by  tho 
other  so  thac  you  cannot  separate.  You  will  see  that  you 
will  find  ini  me,  as  in  Monsieur  Do  Vaudreuil,  a  sure  Asyluni, 
a  Father  and  a  ProlcM  h ir.  I  will  lake  nuu-h  care  ot'  you 
as  of  my  Prayii«g  Children  who  are  \u\iv  me.     1   will  love 
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you  all  Eviually  without  distinction.  If  Monsieur  de  Koyan 
continues  to  feel  the  Desire  he  now  has  to  come  and  live  vdih 
vou,  I  will  Send  another  to  relieve  him  in  his  place.  Your 
Fatliers,  the  Black  Gowns,  will  follow  you  to  the  land  I  have 
destined  for  you  and  which  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  choose 
for  ^^ourseJves.  You  see  that  I  grant  your  requests  like  a 
good  Father  and  that  I  seek  every  nieajis  to  scc\u-e  yo\i  rest 
and  peace. 

By  this  present,  I  clear  your  Road,  I  scatter  right  and  left 
the  obstacles  that  might  arise;  I  Dissipate  the  Clouds  and 
put  the  Sun  at  its  zenith  so  that  you  may  see  where  to  place 
your  steps  and  that  the  land  may  henceforth  be  at  peace. 


1741:    INDIAN  COUNCIL  AT  DETROIT;  HURON  REMOVAL. 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  91.] 

Council  io  Be  held  after  that  of  the  hurons. 

Message  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharuois,  Governor 
general  of  New  f ranee,  to  hts  Children,  the  Ouiaouacs,  Pout- 
ouatomis,  Sauteux,  and  Mississagues  of  Detroit,  J une  12,  17J^1. 

My  Children,  T  Sent  My  'Nov)ho\v  to  your  Villages  to  an- 
nounce my  word  to  you  and  to  ])iit  at  end  all  the  Disturb- 
ances, Uneasiness,  and  alarms  that  have  prevailed  tliere  for 
three  years. 

You  are  not  unaware  of  all  that  I  have  done  to  have  peace 
reign  in  your  land  and  to  Prevent  its  l>oing  Boddonod  with 
tho  Blood  of  my  Children.  You  have  all  Seconded  me  in  the 
int;ention  I  Had  and  still  have  that  your  wives  and  Cliildren 
shall  live  in  peace. 

In  spite  of  all  my  precautions  and  yonrs  1  am  informo^l 
that  in  tho  TTearts  of  the  young  men  si  ill  lurk  feelings  of  ro- 
sontmcnt  that  miglit  lead  to  revenge  and  disturb  tho  land  more 
than  ever. 

To  pi-c^vent  anv  accident  Io  which  such  lu^scntnient  miglit 
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give  rise  and  tO'  prove  to  all  the  xsTations  the  interest  I  take  in 
everything  that  concerns  my  Children  and  How  pleased  I  am 
tu  hav^o  theni  live  in  Peace  and  liarniony  like  true  brothers. 
I  have  taken  the  decision  and  ha\e  (h-tcnnincd  to  liuht  a 
new  fire  and  to  place  tlie  hnron  near  me.  I  think  this  pre- 
caution should  put  an  end  to  all  alarms  and  resentment,  and 
that,  Considering  the  Spirit  by  which  I  am  g-uided,  you  will 
act  in  accordance  with  my  Intentions  and  will  part  good 
brothers,  giving  one  another  mutual  proofs  of  a  thorough 
friendship. 

By  tins  present  I  establish  my  word,  I  make  the  sky  serene 
over  your  villages,  I  cleanse  your  Hearts ;  I  make  the  Roads 
smooth  and  practicable  By  this  Collar^  so  that  you  may 
always  come  and  see  me  in  all  security,  for,  although  you  are 
far  away,  I  hold  you  in  my  heart,  like  those  who  are  near  me. 

As  to  Thee,  mekinac^  to  prove  to  thee  that  I  have  paid 
heed  to  thy  request  and  to  make  known  to  thee  my  satisfac- 
tion ^vith  thee  and  with  those  whom  thou  hast'  mentioned  to 
me,  I  send  to  ^lonsiour  Dc  Noyan  tlic  Marias  ot"  (li>tinction 
thou  hast  asked  of  me  for  Them.  I  flatter  myself  that  these 
Fresh  favors  from  me  will  Induce  you  to  strive  more  and 
more  for  Good  and  to  have  no  other  heart  than  mine. 


1741:    INSTRUCTIONS  TO  CHEVALIER  DE  BEAUHARNOIS 

t Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  147  ] 

Memora)idum  to  serrc  as  J nslrticiions  io  lite  Sictir  Clicidltrr 
de  Beanhai'iwis,  (■a/dain  of  a  (\}utjHuit/  vj  Ihc  'I'loops  uj  (Ins 
('Ounlrtj,  whom  we  hare  dciaciicd  io  rctnorc  {he  htnoK-^  "I 
Detroit,  according  to  the  re({Kcs(s  (hey  hare  made  to  us.  and 
to  talcc  ilie  sarages  of  Sault  i'^t.  Louis  and  of  (lie  Lake  of  7\(  0 
Mountains,  who  are  io  go  ivith  him  to  invite  them  to  come 
do  ten  here. 

The  chief  cam  of  the  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Beauhaniois  shall 
be  to  exercise  great  C^ircums])ection  during  the  journey  with 
regard  to  the  savages  untku*  bis  (luidance. 

[  ;!.k;  ] 
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He  shall  take  no  other  Eoute  than  that  to  the  ^Torth  of  Lake 
Ontario,  to  Avoid  passing  by  Choueghen  [Oswego],  wliere 
the  said  savages  might  amuse  themselves  or  receive  bad  im- 
pressions at  that  Place. 

While  on  the  Way  he  shall  hold  such  Councils  with  Them 
as  they  may  ask  for,  and  always  speak  very  gently  to  them. 

While  crossing  the  Niagara  portage,  where  he  will  find 
Iro<|uois  of  the  five  Nations,  he  shall  tell  them  with  his  sav- 
ages, by  means  of  branches  of  Porcelain,  that  they  are  pro- 
ceeding to  Detroit  solely  in  connection  with  peaceful  Matters, 
and  he  shall  not  inform  them  of  the  object  of  his  journey. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  Post  of  Detroit,  he  shall  communicate 
to  the  Sieui'  l)c  Noyau,  the  ('omiiiinidaiit  there,  all  the  Oi'ders 
and  instructions  with  which  he  is  charged. 

lie  shall  deliver  to  hiiii  the  messages  of  the  liurons  and  those 
of  the  Oiitaouacs,  Poutonatamis,  Sauieux,  and  ^lississagues  of 
the  said  Post,  that  two  secret  Councils  may  Be  held  separately 
in  tile  house  of  the  said  Sieur  de  Noyan. 

To  the  first  Council  the  hurons  alone  shall  be  summoned, 
with  the  Iroquois,  to  Hear  our  message;  and  if  they  decide  to 
come  down  to  light  their  fire  on  the  land  I  have  set  apart  for 
themi  near  me,  then  the  Outaouacs  and  other  Nations  of  the  said 
Post  shall  also  be  gathered  together,  with  the  Iroquois,  at  the 
house  of  the  said  Sieur  de  Noyan,  that  my  message  may  be 
repeated  to  them,  and  the  hurons  shall  not  be  there. 

After  the  Sieurs  De  Noyau  and  Chevalier  de  Beauharnois 
shall  have  spoken  to  the  liurons  and  other  Nations  of  the  Post, 
if  the  hurons  come  down  here,  as  there  is  every  likelihood  of 
tlieir  doing,  and  tlii^  oth(M'  savages  sccui  ])leasc(l  at.  it,  ihey 
shall  do  their  best  to  reconcile  tlienv  Tng(^ther;  they  shall  give 
them  a  feast  so  that  they  mfiy  part  good'  brothers. 

In  the  event  of  the  hnrong  deciding  not  to  come  down  nntil 
next  spring,  as  might  well  happen  iuuKm-  ilie  ]>i'etext  ot*  giMting 
their  crops,  of  their  young  men  not  \v\  having  returned  from 
tiio  Avar-])ath,  or  of  other  rc^iisojis  tlu^y  may  allege,  the  Si»Mir 
Chevalier  de  Beauharnois  shall  pass  the  winter  with  Them, 
as  well  as  the  Sieur  Dnbnron  whom  we  liave  choson  to  acooni- 
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pany  himi,  and  he  shall  do  his  best  to  Induce  the  Iroquois  not 
to  leave  them. 

We  roij,  moreover,  on  the  pnidence  and  wise  conduct  of 
the  Sieurs  De  Noyan  and  Chevalier  de  Beauhamois  with 
regard  to  any  Events  v/e  cannot  foresee,  and  even  empower 
tliem  to  act  according  to  Circumstances  and  to  do  everything 
that  may  be  advisable  and  that  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  welfai'e  of  the  service. 

Beauiiarxois. 

Montreal,  June  14,  1741. 


1741:    HURON  OF  DETROIT 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  154.] 

Copy  of  the  Letter  Written  by  Monsieur  the  marquis  de 
Beauhamois,  Governor  general  of  New  France,  to  Father  de  la 
Richardie,  Missionary  at  Detroit,,  on  June  IJf,  17Jf.l. 

Reverend  Father — I  received  the  three  Letters  yon  did  nie 
the  honor  of  Writing  to  me  on  the  1st  of  August  and  I7th  of 
September  last,  and  on  the  22nd  of  April  of  this  year.  I  Wrote 
to  Monsieur  De  ^Toyan  on  the  14th  of  October  last  with  refer- 
once  tO'  my  project  of  removing  the  hurons  with  the  savage 
Ceremonies  tliey  ashed.  I  directed  him  ix)  beg  you  to  excuse 
my  not  answering  you  or  liimself  with  reference  to  all  that  you 
had  Written  tO'  me,  owing  to  my  many  occupations  in  the  au- 
tumn. I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  performed  that  commis- 
sion, so  you  must  think  no  ill  of  my  silence. 

I  am  StMidiiig  my  Ne[.he\v  will.  \\\v  Sicur  Ihihiinui  ti»  carry 
my  message  to  the  hurons,  Outaouacs,  Poutouatamis,  Snuteux, 
ami  ^lississagiies.  You  will  sor  whal  it  says,  and  I  \\\\\v  rea- 
son to  think  that,  knowing  the  importance  of  the  matter,  you 
wdll  second  mo  to  the  beet  of  your  ability ;  and  I  will  tell  you  on 
this  occasion,  as  I  have  told  the  savages,  that  I  have  full  con- 
fidence in  you. 

You  wrote  me  that  there  was  nothing  to  fear  with  regard  te 
Uie  report  tluU  they  might  go  to  the  Sonontoiiaus.    1  havo 
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nevertheless  been  credibly  informed  that  they  had  given  them 
Collars  to  that  End,  and  that,  before  they  can  remove  from 
Detroit,  they  cannot  dispense  with  withdrawing  them. 

You  write  me  that  somebody  who  was  to  come  down  here 
seemed  greatly  prejudiced  against  the  hurons,  and  had  flattered 
himself  that  he  could  influence  my  Mind  against  them  and  in 
favor  of  Angouirot.  I  guessed  to  whom  you  referred,  but,  Rev- 
erend Father,  I  cannot  help  telling  you  that  I  am.  perfectly 
aware  that  Chief  [Anguirot]  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  Na- 
tion and  controls  one  half  the  village ;  consequently  he  is  a  man 
to  be  treated  with  circumspection.  Several  persons  have  told 
me  that  you  did  not  like  him;  that  you  would  not  admit  him 
to  any  Council ;  that  his  people  had  spoken  and  he  had  said 
nothing;  and  that  when  he  saw  me  he  would  show  me  that  he 
has  reason  to  com])iain  because  you  represent  him  to  me  as  a 
dangerous  aiid  pernieicus  individual.  On  the  present  occasion 
it  is  better  to  appear  to  have  confidence  In  him,  so  as  not  to  re- 
buff him,  and  thereby  Induce  him  not  to  thwart  my  intentions. 
I  give  Orders  Accordingly  to  my  ISTephew. 

I  have  Written  to  Monsieur  Do  Noyan  that  I  would  decor- 
ate tlie  Chief  you  speak  of  with  the  Medal  you  ask  of  me  for 
him^  when  he  comes  down  here. 

In  your  Letter  of  tlic  iTtii  of  Soptciuiber  you  tell  mc  that  yon 
have  often  Written  to  Your  Father  Superior  that  if  I  deemed 
it  advisable  to  grant  the  liuron.^  the  refuge  they  ask  near  ;;u', 
they  would  like  that  their  brothers  of  the  Sault  should  go  and 
remove  tliem  and  light  a  ivv>\\  lire  for  tlieni.  You  do  not  u\v,\- 
tion  the  people  of  the  Lake,  who  are  their  brothers  as  well  as 
the  Others,  and  even  their  (^lo^e  fricMids.  \ud  \vi  in  the  iiu\s- 
sage  you  sent  to  Father  De  lauzon^  on  tho  l^tli  of  August,  1738, 
Sastaretsy  asks  that  I,  as  well  as  his  brothers  of  the  Sault,  of 
tlio  Lake,  and  of  Lorette,  be  informed  of  tlie  situation  in  which 
he  is  placed  by  the  Multitude  of  his  Fneniies.    For  this  rea- 

1  Pierre  de  Laiizon,  superior  of  Canadian  missions  from  17;^:  to 
1739.-  Ed. 
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son  I  have  deteiTtiined  to  send  with  the  people  of  the  Saiilt  those 
of  the  Lake  and  two'  hiirons. 

I  ]iave  reason  to  think,  Kevercnd  Father,  that  it  would  ho 
necessary  to  attract  the  hiirons  who  have  gone  over  to  the  Side 
of  the  English  toward  belle  Iviviore ;  although  bandits,  accord- 
ing to  the  description  you  give  me  of  them. 

By  your  last  Letter  you  tell  me  that  there  is  no  change  as 
Regards  the  hurons,  except  that  their  Desire  to  Settle  at  Mon- 
treal has  diminished  without  passing  away,  because  they  are  con- 
vinced they  are  not  wanted ;  that  only  a  strong  message  from  me 
with  a  simihir  one  from  their  brotlicrs  of  thc^  Sault  can  attract 
them  (you  arc  again  silent  with  respect  to  those  of  the  Lake.) 
You  add  that  you  would  not  like  to  guarantee  that  all  would  go, 
although  3^ou  think  that  those  who  would  remain  would  grad- 
ually join  the  others. 

The  settlement  upon  the  island^  of  which  you  speak,  where 
all  would  gather,  is  not  suitable  in  any  way,  because  I  should 
consider  them  nuich  loss  in  safety  at  that  Place  than  at  the 
Post  of  Detroit.  Therefore,  Peverend  Father,  they  must  de- 
cide to  come  here,  because  I  think  they  cannot  renuiin  at  that 
place;  they  must  also  be  Penioved  from  that  spot  to  put  an  end 
to  all  uneasiness  and  to  quiet  the  land.  It  is  publicly  stated 
here  that  they  have  planned  to  go  and  Live  with  the  Tetes- 
j)lates,  at  the  first  movement  against  thenu 

I  am  delighted,  Peverend  Father,  that  Monsieur  and  Mar 
dame  de  Noyan  should  be  to  your  liking;  they  are  greatly  to 
mine. 

T  remain  etc., 

iNote  on  original  IMS.:    "Grosse  isle  3  or  4  Loagiirs  from  Detroit." 
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1741:    NEW  SETTLEMENT  FOR  OTTAWA  AT  MACKINAC 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  95;  cf.  transcript  in 
jV.  r.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1072-1073.] 

Speech  of  Monsieur  tlie  Marquis  de  Beauliarnois,  Goveruur 
<)eneral  of  New  f ranee,  to  the  Outaouacs  of  Missilimalcinac,  on 
July  8,  17J^1. 

My  Children^  I  Wrote  last  .year  to  the  Commandant  of  Mis- 
silimaliinac  and  gave  him  orders  to  Induce  Mincheokima, 
Alvilvamingne,  Chclaoihslvaouois,  Otolinois/  (Jnisl^aouois^  and 
other  Chiefs  of  Note,  hoth  Xisliakous'^  and  Sinagos,^  to  come 
here  and  Listen  to  my  message. 

Ho  wrote  me  that  the  reason  that  Prevented  the  majority  of 
thoso  Cliiefs  from  coming  down  was  their  remaining  at  the 
grande  Traverse^  to  look  for  Lands  suitable  tfor  the  Establish- 
ment of  their  Villages,  owing  to  the  dearth  of  food  that  had 
prevailed  tlie  previoiu-.  winter,  imd  that,  your  Lands  i3cing  ex- 
hausted, they  feared  the  same  might  happen  Again. 

Several  years  ago,  My  Children,  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  who 
is  hero  present,  wrote  me  that  you  Intended  to  Lemove  your  Vil- 
lages elsewhere  for  the  same  reason. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  I  gave  him  he  Sought  you  at 
Maskigon,^  where  you  Wished  to  Establish  yourselves,  and 
brought  you  back  to  your  Villages,  as  that  land  was  in  nowise 
suited  to  you,  because  the  frequent  maladies  that  prevail  at  that 
Place  might  have  destroyed  you.  Moreover,  it  ruins  jour  Hunt- 
ing, and  you  must  have  observed  that  whenever  any  of  your  Na- 
tion have  spent  the  Snnimer  at  that  Place,  they  have  found  tiie 
Animals  Scattered  and  your  hunting  less  productive. 

The  point  in  question  at  present-,  My  Childivn,  is  to  settle 
you  in  a  place  where  you  may  find  gcwd  land  oa]">ablo  (^f  yield- 
ing profitable  crops,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  procure  subsist- 

iNote  on  original  document:    "Chiefs  of  (he  Sauteux." 
a  Note  on  original  document:    "two  branches  composing  the  outa- 
vacs  nation." 

Grand  Traverse  Bay,  Mich. — Ed. 
■»  Muskegon  River,  Mich. — Ed. 
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enco  for  your  families  and  retain  yonr  hunting  Grounds. 
Through  the  interest  1  take  in  all  that  concenis  you,  and  the 
great  affection  I  have  for  My  Children,  the  Outaouacs,  I  see 
none  more  suitable  for  you  than  Poutchitaouy,^  the  point  of 
Pamitobe,  or  L'arbro  Croche  [the  Oooked  tree],'  ^vhich  how- 
ever I  find  rather  Far.  Choose,  My  Children,  that  one  of  all 
those  Places  that  Suits  you,  and  reflect  well  u]x>n  the  matter. 
Remember  the  advantages  you  have  enjoyed  in  Being  near  the 
French,  who  buy  your  Canoes,  your  gum,  your  Indian  com, 
your  fats,  and  all  that  your  indu^^tiy  jU'oducos  ;  thi^  enables  you 
to  live  more  Comfortably  with  your  families,  and  you  would 
not  enjoy  those  advantages  if  you  Were  far  Away  from  them. 

By  a  great  Collar  that  you  will  Undertake  to  deliver  to 
Monsieur  do  Celoron,  I  light  your  iiro  at  the  S])(>t  you  will  se- 
lect from  amongst  those  I  have  indicated  to  you. 

I  will  also  charge  you  to  deliver  to  him  a  large  Flag  that  he 
himself  may  set  it  over  your  villages,  and  ho  will  raise  it  so 
high  that  I  shall  be  able  to  see  it  and  have  the  satisfaction  of 
saying:  1  have  Settled  My  (vhildren  in  a  Place  where  they 
can  live  in  peace  and  comfort.  I  shall  learn  the  ^N'ews  of  this 
with  pleasure  next  spring. 

As  your  Elders  appeared  to  me  to  have  great  confidence  In 
Monsieur  de  Celoron,  I  Send  himi  to  found  that  Establishment. 
Listen  well  to  his  words  which  are  Mine. 

I  have  learned,  My  Children,  that  you  went  to  Choueghen 
[Oswego]  to  get  Bad  milk ;  there  is  good  milk  here.  Wi\\  do 
you  not  come  and  got  it  since  you  like  it  so  much  ?  You  have 
never  been  refused  any  and  my  Breasts  are  full.  I  will  make 
them  flow  with  pleasure  Avhon  their  milk  doi^s  not  spoil  the 

i"The  locality  bolwecn  Carp  and  Pino  rivors  al  llio  oxtromity  of 
Bay  St.  Ignace  |St.  Martin's  Bayl,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Huron.  See 
Belin's  Carte  du  DctroU  du  Lac  Supcricur."-  Koic  of  O'Callaghan  to 
transcript  in  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.  ramitab6  is  apparently  another  nam© 
for  the  same  spot. — En. 

-Immediately  north  of  Little  Traverse  Bay,  at  iho  norllnvost  corner 
of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan. — O'Cam  aciia.n. 
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Minds  of  my  (■hildreii/  and  I  will  give  you  Token?  (-f  My 
friendship  for  yon  and  yonr  villages.  I  have  not  Yet  had  time 
to  have  anything  prepared.  It  has  afforded  me  much  pleasnre 
to  speak  to  you  in  the  presence  of  Monsieur  de  C^loron,  who 
starts  tomorrow,  and  who  Avill  repeat  my  speech  in  your  vil- 
lages. 


1741:    CHEVALIER  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  AT  DETROIT;  HURON 

REMOVAL 

[Letter  of  Chevalier  de  Beaiiharnois  to  his  uncle,  the  Marquis  de 
Beauharuois,  dated  Aug.  2,  1741.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des 
Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  75,  c.  11,  fol. 
97."] 

My  Dear  Uncle — I  found,  on  my  amval,  only  seven  or 
eight  decrepit  old  Men,  and  a  village  deserted  and  witliout  war- 
riors, as  The  chicachas  have  something  over  160  at  their  heels. 
I  have  not  yet  entered  deeply  into  matters;  but  judging  by 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  all  appear  to  be  quite  disposed 
to  listen  to  everytliing,  without  being  in  a  bumor  to  make  any 
positive  answer  before  tlie  return  of  this  band.  I  Hear  only 
things  that  are  impromising  for  the  success  of  my  enterprise; 
and  if  I  can  rely  on  what  is  said  and  thought  by  those  who  can 
and  ought  to  know  something  about  the  matter,  the  luirv>iis 
are  now  as  indifferent  and  averse  to  coming  down  as  they  were 
fonnerly  desirous  and  ready  to  do  so.  This  contributes  not 
a  Little  to  making  my  position  a  most  uncomfortable  one.  Tn- 
cessantly  oceupied  with  the  wheels  that  I  try  to  set  in  motion  in 
order  to  operate  so  crazy  and  anomalous  a  macliino,  I  am  ©x- 
pendiug  all  my  rhetoric  \i>  win  and  to  cnntirui  miiui>,  which 
the  merest  Bagatelle  may  disturb  and  divert.  Finally,  my  dear 
imcle,  whether  it  bo  ill-will  on  the  part  of  the  hurons,  or  frivol- 
ity and  inconstancy,  I  discover,  or  to  s[x»ak  more  to  tlie  point, 
I  see  through  the  fact,  ihai  an  arm  more  powerful  than  7uy  otn* 

I' Note  on  original  document:  "Before  loavinp  you  will  ronio  nnd 
see  me." 
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binds  and  holds  them.  Angoiiirot,  a  famous  chief  of  the  oppo- 
site party,  that  is,  of  those  who  do  not  wish  to  go  do^vTi, 
Angouirot,  I  say,  more  obstinate  than  ever,  persists  still  in  the 
same  feelings.  I  have  every  reason  to  Fear  that  this  man  may 
spoil  my  success,  as  he  joinsi  to  a  cunning  and  subtle  mind,  the 
ability  of  an  accomplished  politician.  He  listens  to  every- 
thing and  never  makes  answer.  Presents  and  othei*  induce- 
ments— nothing  is  spared  ;  and  in  order  to  prove  to  you,  My 
dear  Uncle,  how  far  I  have  to  carry  my  Flattery  in  order  to  get 
a  hold  on  The  stubborn  Spirit  of  this  firm  antagonist,  I  invited 
him  yesterday  evening  to  take  ,snpper  with  me.  Invoked  to 
speak  frankly  This  sly  rogue,  fearing  tlic  wine  might  betray 
him,  and  lead  him  to  disclose  what  was  in  his  mind,  took  the 
precaution  of  eating  and  Drinking  only  with  the  very  greatest 
moderation. 

The  Fair  sex,  Among  the  hurons  as  with  us,  has  absolute 
power  over  the  Minds  of  the  men.  I  brought  nothing  from 
Montreal  for  them,  but  I  have  remedied  this  deficiency  by  hav- 
ing made  a  Fine  Collar  of  1500  ])cii(l-  of  i)or(x'l;nn,  which  T 
Intend  to  give  to  them  with  some  bags  of  flour,  in  order  to  gain 
tliem  over  tO'  my  side.  I  have  proposed  this  scheme  to 
^Monsieur  de  Noyan,  and  he  seemed  to  approve  of  it.  T  liave 
the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  speeches  to  l>c  made  on  that 
occasion. 

The  large  Collar  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  sending  me 
was  found  too  White;  I  have  liad  MOO  beads  of  black  porce- 
lain added  to  it.  The  Convoy  Has  not  yet  arrived,  and  T  do 
not  know  what  orders  you  send  me  by  it.  Here  everybody  is 
fasting  and  lanienting.  could  nol  gel  a  livre  of  Ho\u' 

in  the  whole  fort  for  Gold  or  silver. 

As  the  provisions  I  brouglit  are  not  very  nbund:\nt  and  will 
not  last  long,  if  I  am  obliged  to  spend  the  winter  hero,  as  ap- 
pears extremely  probable,  I  am  taking  advantage  of  tlie  gra- 
C'i<nis  oilers  made  me  by  Monsieur  dc  l.apcra-h  .  1  will  hnug 
what  I  Need  in  the  Canoes  of  his  hrollu^r,  while  waiting  tor 
8uppli(^s  to  arrive  from  Montreal. 
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If  m.y  letter  should  arrive  soon  enough,  my  dear  uncle,  to 
make  it  possible  to  send  me  a  Canoe  this  fall,  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  would  give  orders  for  sending  one.  The 
piesents  you  have  given  me  for  The  savages  are  scant.  I  have 
no  more  ])orcelain  though  1  need  it  every  day.  Messieurs 
The  hurons  do  not  care  at  all  for  the  White  kind.  I  decided 
to  write  to  the  keeper  of  the  stores  at  niagara  to  send  me  by 
the  first  Canoes  that  come  up  three  or  four  thousand  beads. 

I  have  set  up  house-keeping  in  a  house  which  I  found  in 
readiness  on  m.y  arrival,  thanks  to  the  attentions  of  Monsieoir 
de  Noyan.  He  urged  me  not  to  keep  my  own  table  but  to  live 
with  him  ;  but  I  did  not  consider  that  advisable,  so  I  decided 
to  set  up  a  private  establishment  with  Messieurs  dubaron 
[Duburon]  and  la  Chavinguerie.^ 

The  Reverend  Father  de  larichardie,  with  The  principal 
chiefs  of  his  vilhige,  came  out  to  meet  me  four  le^igues  from  de- 
troit.  This  jesuit,  as  shrewd  and  Intelligent  as  his  profession  re- 
quires, has  seemed  to  me  thus  far  to  be  greatly  interested  in  The 
success  of  my  enterprise ;  but  As  I  know  that  the  most  cunning 
policy  is  that  which  seems  The  most  natural,  sic  et  sic  illi  fido. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect  Monsieur,  my  dear  Uncle, 
Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant 
Dktuoit,  August  2,  1741.    The  Cjievalier  de  Beauharnois. 

The  convoy  has  just  arrived,  Aug.  6,  1741.  The  black- 
robe  [Jesuit  priest]  from  whom  I  come  has  just  received  let- 
ters from  the  Company,  I  mean  from  his  superiors,  who  write 
him  that  your  interest  in  the  pursuit  and  success  of  my  cntor- 
priso  has  slackened.  If  you  have  not  the  goodness,  my  dear  un- 
cle, to  write  liore  in  a  firm  tone  and  to  declare  youi-solf  against 
the  migration  from  detroit  to  (Jrosse  Tsle  pro  rex  ct  jucmbrum 
societal  is,  do  not  appcMr  (o  uic  to  U'  disjwwc^l  to  siH'oud  iut>-lar 
from  it.  Monsieur  Duburon  lias  not  yet  an  ivinl ;  I  oxpoot  hiui 
to-day  or  to-morrow  at  the  latest. 

iProl)ably  IVIichel  Maray,  sicur  dc  la  (Miaiivij^norio.  son  of  lAi\iis 
Maray.  an  officer  in  the  niarluo.  MIclu'l.  an  Iroqnola  Interprelor,  was 
born  in  1704,  and  married  Marie  Josopli  Uainibaut  (  1740).— Eo. 
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1741:  DE  NOYAN'S  GRIEVANCES;  IMPROVED  CONDITIONS  AT 
DETROIT;  ENGLISH  INFLUENCE;  BEAUHARNOIS'S  VISIT; 
REMOVAL  OP  HURONS 

[Letter  of  De  Noyan  to  the  French  Minister.    Source  same  as  preced- 
ing document,  but  fol.  279.] 

Detroit,  August  24,  1741. 

MoNSEiGNEUii — I  have  not  received  your  gTace's  orders  for 
two  years.  Alonsieut  The  Alarqui.s  lie  JicauliariKn^  wrote  me 
last  autiuim  that  he  would  Send  Them  to  nie  by  The  first 
opportunity.  JSevertiieless,  ]\ioii?ei£i'iieur,  I  have  not  Had  Tlie 
Happiness  of  their  Having  Eeached  me. 

Your  Grace  has  not  honored  me  with  a  sufficiently  ample 
Commission  to  allow  of  my  acting  On  my  own  Initiative  [and] 
succeeding  in  The  Settlement  Of  Detroit.  Montiieur  Tlie  Gen- 
eral— who  In  nowise  Divests  himself  of  his  rights  in  my  favor 
and  who,  on  the  contrary,  giAcrns  'Jdiis  Po.st  although  he  i>  veiy 
Distant — sometimes  Blames  me  owing  To  net  having  seen 
Things  iind  to  not  Knowing  my  reasons  And  The  l^'inciples 
On  Which  I  act,  And  he  Frequently  deprives  me  of  The  means 
of  succeeding  Without  Wishing  It  And  Without  Thinking  be 
is  doing  So. 

He  has  not  so  fully  yielded  to  mo  The  advantages  Of  this 
Post  as  not  frequently  to  diminish  Them  by  grnnling  Frcf  of 
charge  demi-Licenses  that  I  would  have  been  Pleased  to  grant 
myself.  It  also  often  happens,  ^lonsiegneur,  that  he  favors 
Persons  who  Need  least. 

It  would,  therefore,  be  desirable,  Monseignenr  (I  venture  to 
say  For  The  advantage  of  tliis  Country),  that  Your  Grace 
sho\ild  Leave  The  disposal  of  the  Licenses  Entiivly  to  mo,  And 
tJiat  in  all  matters  Xot  of  lsxcc<Miing  1  mi>i»rtaMci\  I  be  IVv- 
mitted  to  act  Wilhont  bear  ol'  Dcing  Ivxix-mmI  To  (he  annuyuuce 
that  may  be  Caused  me  by  The  Jealous  luivy  of  my  Enemies 
near  Monsieur  The  General.  1  am  attacked  all  the  :More 
Ixddly,  Monseignenr,  because  it  is  Seen  tliat  I  am  Not  deconited 
with  The  Mark  of  honor  (liat  distinguislies  An  OlVicor. 

It  Will  be  Necessary  if  I  am  To  Impress  with  n\^iXH:t  all 
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lands  and  to  have  the  Deed;^  drawn  n[)  by  the  ^Nutary  Of  the 
Tx)eality. 

The  Englisli  have  "been  eoniing  For  a  Xnmber  Of  years  to 
cornipt  the  Savages  Within  the  Sphere  of  This  Post,  and  I 
Have  resolved  to  have  them  pillaged.  I  will  Begin  by  send- 
ing Tliem  a  Snnimons.  I  will  not  send  anybody  there  empty- 
handed  on  account  of  the  Savages  but  the  equipment  will  be 
supplied  by  the  traders/ 

The  Trade  of  the  Sav^ages  with  The  English  has  Greatl}-  de- 
creased within  a  year  owing  to  the  measures  I  have  taken  and 
which  are  succeeding.  I  have,  ^Nevertheless,  constantly  re- 
fused to  allow  lh\andy  to  he  Sold  to  the  Sax'agi'-,  and  it  is  wi-ong 
to  Fear  that  Such  Conduct  will  detach  them  from  Us.  Far 
from:  It,  Mon seigneur,  they  have  tendered  me  many  thanks  for 
this,  and  all  Tlie  Chiefs  c>f  the  Villages  have  given  me  their 
word  not  to  return  there.  I  gave  medals  yesterday  to  four 
Chiefs  by  order  of  llonsieur  The  General,  and  I  took  advantage 
of  The  occasion  to  close  that  road  to  them.  Your  Grace  Will 
bo  more  fully  informed  respecting  This  Change  next  year. 

It  was  not  a  difficult  matter  to  put  a  stop  to  tlie  Trade  b^ 
tween  the  French  and  The  English  by  the  medium  of  the 
.Savages;  they  wvvv  tired  of  lacing  Kolihrd  \>\  the  lalt^T. 

Monsieur  The  General  Sent  Monsieur  The  Chevalier  dp 
Beauliarnois  here  to  remove  the  hurons  and  take  them  to  Mon- 
treal. They  seemed  to  Wish  It,  but  The  inconstant  Mind  of  the 
Savages  leads  nie  Ui  i't-av  \\v  will  iiol.  snc(v<Ml  :  he  is  slili  here. 
Tiius,  iMoiiseigiKMir,  if  Youv  vJimcc  will  luTinil  me  to  .say  it 
would  have  IxH'ii  Dcltcr  (n  iia\e  scut  iiic  in  IIk^  shape  of  pre-rnts 
for  them.  What  This  proceeding  will  Cost.  I  would  liave 
awaited  the  ]>n)i)er  time  to  make  the  Most  of  thoni,  and,  with- 
out ( VHiiproiuisiiig  the  King's  honor  and  A\ithority,  T  would 
have  S<)und<'d  their  iMiiids  and  gradually  made  arrangemonta 
for  tJieir  iiii;.;rat  ion,  nix  ing  nothing  (>\ee[it  on  a  CiMM;iint  \  :  Or 
]\lonsieu:'  The  Cieneial  eonld  have  wrilt<Mi  me  to  ?eiul  llio 

.  1  Copyist's  noto:  "This-  siMiltMUt^  is  addrd  l>o(w»M<n  \hv  llnrs  iu 
Monsiem-  Do  Noyan's  luinilwrii  inu '"' 
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lands  and  t.o  iiave  the  Deed:^  drawn  n[)  bv  the  Xutary  Of  the 
'•"x)eality. 

Tho  Engliftli  ha\X'  'been  coining  Fur  a  'Niini])er  Of  years  to 
cornipt  the  Savages  Within  the  Sphere  of  Tliis  Post,  and  I 
Have  resolved  to  have  them  pillaged.  I  will  Begin  by  send- 
ing Them  a  Snmmons.  I  will  not  send  anybody  there  empty- 
handed  on  account  of  the  Savages  but  the  equipment  will  be 
supplied  by  the  traders/ 

The  Trade  of  the  Savages  with  The  English  has  Greatly  de- 
creased within  a  year  owing  to  the  measures  I  have  taken  and 
which  are  succeeding.  I  have,  ^Nevertheless,  constantly  re- 
fused to  allow  Brandy  to  Ik.*  Sold  to  the  Sa\'age<,  and  it  is  \vi'(uig 
to  Fear  that  Such  Conduct  will  detach  them  from  Us.  Far 
from;  It,  Monseigneur,  they  have  tendered  me  many  thanks  for 
this,  and  all  The  Chiefs  of  the  Villages  have  giv^en  me  their 
word  not  to  return  there.  I  gave  medals  yesterday  to  four 
Chiefs  by  order  of  ]\[onsieur  The  General,  and  I  took  advantage 
of  The  occasion  to  close  that  road  to  them.  Your  Grace  Will 
be  more  fully  informed  respecting  This  Change  next  year. 

It  was  not  a  difficult  matter  to  put  a  stop  to  the  Trade 
tween  the  French  and  Tlic  English  by  the  medium  of  the 
.Savages;  they  were  tired  of  lleing  Kobbcd  by  the  latt<'r. 

Monsieur  The  General  Sent  Monsieur  The  Chevalier  de 
Beauharnois  here  to  remove  the  hurons  and  take  them  to  Mon- 
treal. They  seemed  to  Wish  It,  Imt  The  inconstant  Mind  of  tlie 
Savages  leads  nie  U>  i'eav  lie  w  ill  not  snc('e<Ml  ;  ]i(>  is  slili  Iktc. 
Thus,  iMoiiseignenr,  if  Voiir  vlr.K'c  \\  ill  itennit  me  to  say  s«>,  it 
would  have  b(x,'n  Better  It*  lia\e  sent  me,  iu  lh(^  shape  of  ])r( -outs 
for  them,  What  This  proceeding  will  Cost.  I  would  have 
awaited  the  ])r()i)er  tiuK^  lo  niak(>  th(^  Most  of  thorn,  and,  with- 
out ( V)n)|»roniising  tin;  King's  honor  and  Authority,  I  wo\ild 
have  Soundi'd  their  IMinds  and  gradually  made  arrangements 
for  th(Mr  migration,  gi\ ing  noiiiing  cxceiit  on  a  (Vrtiunty;  i>r 
Monsieur  The  Geiu'ral  eould  have  wrilt<Mi  u\r  to  send  The 


.  1  Copyist's  note:  "Tlii^^  sent  euro  is  added  lictwoon  tho  linos  iu 
Monsieur  De  Noyau's  liaudwrli  iug."* 
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Chiefs  to  Him,  that  he  might  see  Whether  they  were  firm  in 
their  resolution. 

I  Think,  Monseigneur,  there  should  not  be  such  Persistence 
to  get  them.  Times  will  Change,  and  then  we  "svill  profit 
thereby. 

I  remain  with  very  Profound  Pespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
Grace's  Very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

XOYAX.' 

Should  my  enemies  bring  charges  against  me  and  should 
these  be  brought  to  you,  Monseigneur,  I  very  humbly  Beg  Your 
grace  to  give  m©  an  opportunity  to  justify  myself  and  confound 
them. 

I  am  informed  that  llonsieur  hoequart  wislios  to  appoint  a 
Subdelegato  at  Detroit.  I  can  assure  you,  Monseigneur,  that 
tJicre  is  not  the  slightest  X(x:essity  for  this,  And  that  I 
make  a  fairly  good  use  of  a  little  law  I  learned.  There  has  not 
not  been  a  suit  which  I  have  not  de<?ided  since)  I  have  been  here^ 
although  there  have  been  Many,  some  of  which  were  very  old. 


1741:    OTTAWA  REFUSE  TO  REMOVE 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  221.] 

Copij  of  the  Letter  of  the  Sicur  de  Celor&Ji,  Commandant 
at  Missilimalnnac,  Wr'UieAri  io  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  on  the  2nd  of  September,  17Jfl. 

Monsieur — I  have  at  length  induced  the  savages  to  go  and 
inspect  the  depths  of  their  clearings.  They  are  to  start  to- 
morrow, and  as  soon  as  they  return,  if  the  Lands  be  found  suit- 
able, I  will  Send  the  French  there  to  work  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  sow  in  the  Spring.  I  think.  Monsieur,  yo\i  ^\^ll  approve 
some  expenses  I  shall  he  cbliged  to  incur  to  place  thoni  in  ao 

i-CopylBt's  note:    "Only  the  signature  is  autograph;  the  postscript 

Is  in  De  Noyau's  writing." 
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cordance  with  your  intentions ;  I  will  be  as  economical  as  pos- 
sible. It  is  impossible  to  avoid  assisting  them,  for  othenvise 
they  would  Settle  at  the  grande  Traverse  ^vhere  they  have  al- 
ready begun  to  do  some  clearing;  that  Spot  is  twenty-five 
Leagues  Distant  from  here,  and,  consequently,  not  very  -Con- 
venient for  Trade. 

As  neither  Poutchitaouy,  L'arbre  croche  (crooked  tree),  nor 
the  point  of  Pamitobe  Are  to  their  liking,  I  thought  I  could 
not  do  better  than  Induce  them  to  Settle  on  the  Extension  of 
their  Lands,  which  will  not  Remove  them  farther  from  the 
French  fort  than  two  Leagues  at  the  most.  I  will  neglect  noth- 
ing, ]\ronsieur,  to  make  them  conform  ICritirely  to  yoiir  wi>he.-. 
The  good  of  the  service  and  my  Respect  for  the  Orders  given 
me  will  lead  me  to  make  every  Effort  to  succeed  in  accordance 
with  3^our  desires. 

I  have  The  honor  to  Be,  with  very  profound  Eespect,  Mon- 
sieur, Your  very  liumble  and  vei'v  ol)edieiit  servant. 

Celoron. 


1741:  INDIAN  WARS  IN  UPPER  COUNTRY;  FOXES  AND  WIN- 
NEBAGOS  TO  RETURN  TO  GREEN  BAY;  MARIN'S  ABILITIES; 
INDIANS  SEEK  THE  ENGLISH 

[Extract  from  a  letter  from  Beaiiharnois  (o  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Sept.  20,  1741.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gf'n.,  vol.  75,  c.  Jl,  fol.  174."1 

]\IoNSEiGNEUR — I  havc  Icamcd  from  your  counnunication 
of  jVIay  (),  that  His  ]\Iaje>^ty  wctdd  h-.wv  V.cvii  glad  to  hear  that 
the  Scioux  had  come  down  last  year  to  l^fontronl.  Thoy  had 
a  talk  with  the  Sieur  Marin  on  January  18,  at  iho  Mouth  of 
Ihc  Ouiskousin  Kivcr,  and  he  raii.soiiuHl  a  Sauloux  woman,  who 
Was  a  prisoner  amon.c:  Them.  Tliey  told  him  that  thoy  had 
Been  killed  three  or  four  times  hy  the  Sautoux  of  Point  Cha- 
gonannii:(»u  and  hy  those  «d'  (he  Sault  S:n^ll(^  Marie.  Tlu  v  said 
they  did  not  Know  what  to  think  of  tlie  attacks  made  on  Thoiii, 
after  the  Father  of  all  the  nnti.uis  ha.l  ,«:;rant(Hl  tliom  their  lives; 
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and  that  they  believed  the  cause  might  possibly  Be  the  report 
that  had  circulated  that  the  Warriors  whom  they  had  Sent  to 
Montreal  were  mere  Slaves.  They  added  that  some  of  their 
qhiefs  Were  ready  to  go  down  there  if  he  would  take  them. 

As  soon  as  I  Avas  informed  of  this,  Mon seigneur,  I  wrote  to 
the  Sieur  Marin  to  ask  him  what  his  reason  Was  for  not  coming 
with  tlic  Scioux  who  had  asked  to  be  brought  here.  He  re- 
plied, under  date  of  August  8,  that  he  had  not  dared  to  Leave 
Them  for  fear  of  the  Attacks  which  they  might  make  on  dif- 
ferent Nations. 

In  the  same  Letter  he  writes  me  that  the  Sieur  L'Ecuyer^ 
had  just  arrived  from;  la  Pointe,  and  had  reported  to  him  that 
the  Sauieux  had  attacked  the  Scioux  and  had  killed  a  great 
number  of  them,  and  that  he  could  not  answer  for  the  Results. 
This,  Monseigneur,  agrees  with  what  the  son  of  the  late  Sieur 
I)e  la  Ronde  Wrote  to  me  from  that  Place  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  moiitli.  lie  says  lliat  the  Situlciix,  to  the  iXuiiihcr  ol"  ten, 
have  gone  among  the  Scioux  this  fall  and  killed  eleven  of  them, 
men,  women  and  Children,  although  lie  did  his  best  with  the 
aid  of  the  Sieur  L'Ecuyer  to  Prevent  them  from  going  to  war 
With  this  Nation.  However,  nothing  could  restrain  them  and 
they  Had  set  oat  this  spring,  130  in  number,  and  had  killed 
Seven  More  Scioux.  He  no  longer  Hoped  to  he  able  to  prevent 
them  from  going  against  them. 

Otolinois,  one  of  the  chiefs  of  this  Nation,  who  Is  the  Father- 
in-law  of  Pendaloiian,  came  down  to  Montreal  this  Suumier. 
After  speaking  to  him  of  ihe  affair  ol'  his  Son-indaw,  whom  he 
blamed  severely,  I  told  hiim  that  T  had  learned  that  the  Sau- 
tpux  had  made  an  attack  On  the  Scioux,  and  that  he  ought  to 
Jvnow  that  T  had  granted  them  their  lives,  and  that  this  \>^uld 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  country.  1  gave  him  a  Collar  and  some 
presents  for  His  NatioTi  in  order  to  bar  their  path. 

i\Ve  are  unable  to  identify  this  person,  there  beinp  a  number  of 
Canadian  colonists  who  bore  that  name.  He  may  have  been  a  relative 
of  Marin,  who  in  the  Register  of  Fort  Duqucsne.  on  the  occasion  of 
liis  burial,  was  entitled  "Paul  Marin  Ecuyer."— En. 
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The  Sieiir  Coiilon  de  Villiers  Wrote  iil6  from  St.  Joseph 
River,  July  \),  that  a  party  of  lUO  men,  Scioiix  and  Ixuiiard-^, 
going  to  attiick  the  Ilinois  of  Pimiteouy,  had  passed  through 
the  territory  of  the  Sakis,  and  that  the  latter  had  notified  them 
so  they  might  be  on  their  guard.  lie  said  he  had  just  received 
at  that  Moment  a  letter  fromi  that  Place  informing  him  that 
the  natural  son  of  the  Sieur  Gatineau  had  Been  cut  to  pieces, 
half  a  league  from  tlie  fort,  and  that  a  Scioux  Canoe  had  been 
found  near  him.  The  Sieur  Marin  has  Written  me  about  The 
same  matter. 

In  another  Letter,  dated  the  29tJi  of  the  same  month,  he  writes 
me  that  he  has  learned  from  the  Sakis  that  it  was  Ouabacha, 
one  of  the  two  Scioux  who  Had  been  at  ^Montreal  with  the  Sieur 
Marin,  that  had  conunitted  this  murder,  although  he  had  been 
ovei'whelmed  with  favors. 

The  Mississagues,  at  the  end  of  hake  Ontario,  loft  thi<  S])ring 
to  gp  to  War  With  the  Seioux. 

The  Sakis  and  Renard  chiefs,  Monseigneur,  spoke  to  the 
Sieur  Marin  in  the  ])resence  of  the  Scioux.  1  hey  assured  him 
that  they  were  thinking  day  and  night  of  what  dieir  FatJier 
Onontio  had  said  to  them ;  that  he  wished  absolutely  that  they 
should  go  and  rekindle  their  fire  at  la  Baye;  and  they  said 
that  they  had  not  failed  to  repeat  this  message  to  their  yoimg 
men;  tliat  I  had  Spread  a  ^Tat  for  them  by  means  of  Collars  and 
presents  in  thisi  Place,  where  they  should  live  at  pence  witli  all 
the  Nations,  and  that  I  would  never  abandon  them  as  long  as 
they  Listened  to  my  words. 

They  said  they  thoroughly  believeil  all  that  I  had  told  them 
but  that  one  party  of  their  Warriors  and  of  their  old  men  Was 
very  much  Alarmed  by  the  words  of  the  French  who  came  to 
^'hikagon  [Chicago]  and  to  MT'olaki  |  1\1  ilwankvM' |.  wlm  \nn\  ad- 
vised them  Secretly  not  to  abandon  Rn'k  River,  saying  that 
if  tliey  returned  to  la  Baye,  some  mischief  m>uld  l>e  done  them. 
They  thought  that  thovse  who  spoke  thus  had  their  own  inter- 
ests in  view  in  doing  so,  but  they  could  never  pacify  their  young 
men,  as  long  as  tlieso  Frenchmen  kept  coming  j^o  near  to  Thorn 
witli  Briuuly.    They  Wgged  the  Sieur  Marin  to  infonn  mo  of 
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their  feeling  in  this  matter,  and  they  added  that  th.ej  Were 
sure  they  could  induce  them  to  come  back  to  their  Former  vil- 
lage. I  inniiediately  Wrote  to  the  Sicnr  (\>ulon  to  Prt-veut  any 
French  from  the  St.  Joseph  Eiver  from  going  there  to  trade, 
and  I  have  forbidden  all  voyageurs  who  have  set  out  for  the 
Ilinois  io  carry  on  any  tracie  with  tliese  Xations,  either  dirc<:tly 
or  indirectly,  under  penalty  of  Being  declared  coureurs  de  bois. 

The  Puants  came  down  to  ]\Iontrcal  this  summer.  I  hey 
have  nearly  all  come  back  to  la  Baye.  Those  who  Were  not 
there,  were  to  come  and  join  the  rest  in  a  short  time. 

The  Sieur  Marin  wrote  me  on  June  13,  that  be  had,  on  April 
6,  stopped  a  party  of  Sakis  and  Benards,  who  were  going  to 
attack  a  Cabin  of  folles-avoines,  tliat  Were  Imnting  on  The  Oais- 
kon&in. 

He  wrote  that  he  had  learned  that  the  Ilinois  had  Been  war- 
ring with  the  Beiuirds,  and  that  they  had  taken  five  Prisoners, 
whom  they  had  brought  back,  which  had  led  to  a  Peace,  though 
he  apprehended  it  would  not  prove  very  lasting. 

He  writes  me  on  August  8  and  10,  that  he  contin\ied  to 
neglect  nothing  to  get  the  Sakis  and  Eenards  back  to  the  place 
destined  for  them,  but  that  it  seems  impossible  to  bring  them  to 
a  decision  at  once,  as  they  still  fear  the  Place  because  of  what 
has  occurred  there.  He  says  he  had  been  obliged,  at  their  solici" 
tation,  to  go  to  Missiliinakinac  and  request  the  Commandant 
to  Persuade  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux,  when  they  go  on  expe- 
ditions, not  to  pass  by  la  Baye,  for  fear  of  the  mistakes  that 
occur  only  too  frequently  among  Them. 

And  he  says,  finally,  that  he  expects  these  two  Nations  to  come 
and  settle  again  at  la  Baye,  if  the  French  do  not  go  to  pass  the 
winter  at  Chicagou  and  at  .Menlnki.  Ho  say.v  \\v  will  Spmo 
no  pains  in  Executing  n\y  orders,  and  will  net  so  ns  to  mnintJiin 
peace  among  all  tJie  Nations. 

You  do  me  the  honor,  ]\Ionseigneur,  of  ^^'Titing  to  ask  nu^ 
whctlier  he  has  the  net-cssary  Tait>n(^  for  this,  saying  that 
you  do  not  see  that  he  has  made  any  very  great  progress  thus 
far,  and  that  it  has  been  reported  to  you  tliat  he  does  a  groat 
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deal  rriore  in  matters  that  concern  his  own  interests,  in  regard 
to  which  you  order  me  to  be  on  the  look-on t. 

I  Know,  Monseignenr,  that  the  Sieur  Marin  has  Enemies  due 
to  Envy  and  jealousy,  as  usually  happens  in  this  Country. 
On  my  arrival,  he  was  recommended  to  me  as  a  good  Man,  who 
had  Been  among  the  savages  all  liis  life.  I  have  seen  letters 
of  the  late  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuil,  in  which  he  stated  that  he 
always  commanded  respect  in  a  Post.  He  has  dra'wn  the  Pu- 
ants  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Penards,  and  he  has  always  Been 
ready  to  Expose  His  life  for  the  good  of  the  Service.  Such  are 
the  motives,  Monseig-neur,  wliich  have  Led  me  to  Employ  him. 
This  has  not  Prevented  me  from  Writing  to  him  always  to  pre- 
fer the  service  to  every  other  interest,  and  I  have  shown  my 
Letter  to  Monsieur  de  La  Porte. ^ 

I  Had  The  Honor,  Aloii.^eiiiiiciir,  ol"  I'cnorliiig  yoii,  in  niv 
letter  of  the  ITth  of  this  moiitli,  in  r(\oard  to  tlic  ( 'hnouanons 
and  hurons  of  Detroit,  as  well  wlial  ('(curriMl  uniomx  the 
Chicachas,  in  another  letter  of  the  15th.  You  will  receive  the 
Duplicate  by  the  vessel  of  the  King. 

The  Sieur  de  Blainville  wrote  me  on  June  4th  that  Penda- 
louan  had  passed  the  winter  with  him  at  Maskigon,  where  he 
behaved  very  well.  He  returned  to  Missilimakinac  with  him, 
and  appeared  disposed  by  his  conduct  to  obtain  pardon  for  the 
wrong  he  had  done. 

By  another  communication  of  tTuly  29,  he  has  informed  me 
that  he  still  continues  to  do  marvellously. 

The  Sieur  de  Celeron  writes  me  on  August  16,  tliat  he  has 
Had  frequent  conversations  with  Pendalouan,  and  Jiat  the  lat- 
ter is  very  repentant  for  His  fault  and  promises  to  have  No 
other  will  than  mine.  He  intends  to  oomc  down  tliis  Spring 
\yitli  tile  Cirn'l's  of  His  Nation  to  obtain  his  pardon. 

Vou  write  mo,  Monsei<:neur,  that  the  Insolence  of  this  savage 
would  i>erha])S  not  have  Botui  carried  so  far  if,  instead  of  giv- 

1  Apparently  this  was  Francois  dc  la  Porto.  Sioiir  do  lx)uvi,miy.  Nirn 
1685,  died  1749,  son  of  T.onia,  Sieur  do  Louvi^ny.  formor  commaudanL 
of  Mackinac,  who  was  lost  in  a  shipwrocU  in  1725.— Ed. 
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ing  him  a  Second  medal,  I  Had  punished  him  as  he  deserved 
for  the  use  which  he  had  made  of  the  first.  I  have  nothing  to 
add  to  what  I  Had  the  honor  of  writing  you  in  a  communica- 
tion of  Oct.  3  of  last  year.  You  know,  Monseigneur,  that  the 
Savages  are  not  easy  to  restrain,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  treat- 
them  with  a  great  deal  of  policy.  Besides,  If  he  had  not  Been 
drunk,  he  would  not  have  committed  such  a  folly. 

The  Sieur  Coulon  de  Villiers  Wrote  me  on  September  20 
of  last  year,  and  on  March  20,  I\lay  14,  and  July  9,  24,  and  29 
of  this  year. 

He  writes  me  that  since  Spring  the  Poutouatamis  have  not 
ceased  to  go  against  the  Chicachas,  and  that  there  is  at  present 
a  ])arty  of  30  men  out. 

,  By  his  second  letter,  I  learn  of  the  death  of  Kouatkougy, 
and  he  proposes  to  me  to  replace  him  by  the  son  of  Pilemont. 
The  latter  refused  to  accept  the  medal  of  the  former,  saying 
that  he  wished  to  earn  it  first. 

By  his  letter  of  July  9th,  I  learn  that  the  Xaokias,  Having 
gone  to  war  Against  the  Sakis,  captured  one  man  and  two 
women  ;  that,  on  their  return  Home,  they  passed  through  the 
VillaG:e  of  Pimiteony,  that  la  Babiche,  who  is  Chief  there,  held 
a  Council  ini  which  it  was  decided  that  they  must  have  the  pris- 
oners, that  the  Kaokias  granted  them  the  two  women,  and  that 
rJiey  kept  tlie  man  to  burn  ;  seeing  which,  la  Babiche  gathcrcHl 
his  young  men  and  took  the  man  by  force.  Finally  the  Ilinois 
went  to  conduct  the  Sakis  to  their  Village.  He  adds  that  tJie 
savages  of  His  Post  have  taken  the  Boad  to  Choueghen 
[Oswego],  to  see  what  reception  the  Englisli  will  givc^  them. 
He  fears  that  they  may  get  into  the  habit  of  going  there  in  this 
way,  which  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Post. 

In  his  lotler  of  the  21tli.  lu^  wriics  me  that  a  Saki^,  who  Mat! 
arrived  at  the  Bock  Biver  on  the  Kith,  had  rei>ortcii  that 
the  Illinois  ot"  Piniiteo\iy  Mad  s(>t  out,  to  llu^  nninlxM-  ol'  (iO  men, 
to  go  and  attack  tlie  Scioux;  that  the  Cliief  of  the  band  witli  10 
others  gave  up  the  idea,  that  the  fifty  others  dianged  their  Plan, 
and  went  Against  tlie  B-enards  at  the  moutli  of  tJio  Ouiskonsin ; 
tbat  they  killed  four  women  and  wo\indcd  one  man  ;  tliat  a 
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Courier  went  to  warn  the  Sakis,  whom  he  told  that  they  had  heen 
attacked  Avithoiit  knowing  by  Avhoni,  that  the  latter  immediately 
departed  in  great  numbers  and  surrounded  the  Ilinois,  who 
were  coming  down  the  Mississippi  in  Canoes;  that  when  they 
disembarked  they  kiHed  nine  on  the  spot,  and  to</k  five  prisoners. 
The  Ilinois  told  who  they  were  and  the  Sakis  in  surprise  said 
to  them:  ''My  brothers,  we  Are  sorry  for  what  has  happened. 
If  you  Had  named  yourselves,  we  would  not  have  attacked 
you.  We  believed  you  were  Missonris."  Finally,  they  sent 
them  back  their  prisoners  with  Collars,  Excusing  themselves 
For  their  mistake.  He  says  that  the  Truth  of  this  has  been 
corroborated  by  another  Savage,  who  told  him  that  nearly  all 
the  Sakis  Avere  to  go  to  le  Ilocher,  and  to  Send  to  Pimiteouy 
to  parley,  and  to  say  to  the  Ilinois  that  they  had  no  share 
in  the  affair  whicli  Had  occurred,  and  that  they  wished  to 
live  in  peace  with  them.  The  Sieur  Coulon  fears  that  this 
May  lead  to  open  War  between  the  two  Nations,  and  he  adds 
that  all  this  hapj^ened  since  the  departure  of  the  Sieur  Marin. 

And,  in  his  last  letter,  he  informs  me  that  the  Poutouatamia 
and  Outaouacs  returned  from  the  Chicachas  with  three  pris- 
oners and  four  Scalps,  which  the  Peanguichias  had  given 
them  as  they  passed  Themi;  that  the  Poutouatamis  alone  had 
made  an  attack;  and  that  they  had  presented  two  Slaves  to 
tlie  Outaouacs. 

I  am  witli  the  greatest  Respect,  Monseigneiir,  Your  very 
humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  September  26,  1741. 
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1741:    REMOVAL  OF  OTTAWA  OF  MACKINAC 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  5,  1741. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  201.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — TliG  Sieiir  de  Blainville  who  commanded 
at  Missilimakinac  in  the  absence  of  the  Sieur  do  Celoruii/ 
Wrote  me  on  the  28tli  of  De<3eml>er  that  the  Savages  of  that 
Post  were  going  to  Settle  at  la  grande  Riviere/  which,  led 
him  to  decide  upon  following  tliem  and  passing  the  winter 
with  Them,  with  the  view  of  bringing  them  back. 

On  the  4th  of  June  following,  he  wrote  me  that  they  Had 
all  returned  with  him,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  Had 
remained  at  the  grande  Traverse  to  inspect  tlie  Lands,  which 
are  very  good  at  that  Place. 

Oil  the  8th  of  July,  the  Chiefs  of  that  Nation  came  down. 
I  Explained  to  them  my  will  with  regard  to  the  idea  they  had 
of  Changing  their  Settlement.  You  will  find  my  s}X>ech 
annexed  hereto,  Mon seigneur." 

The  Sieur  de  Blainville  wrote  me,  on  the  29th  of  tlie  same 
month,  that  the  Elders  who  Had  remained  at  the  grande 
IVaverse  had  found  the  Land  there  so  good  that  ihere  was 
reason  to  believe  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  make  them  return 
and  settle  at  the  Place  where  I  wish  them  to  establish  their 
village. 

The  Sieur  de  Celoron  wrote  me  on  the  IGth  of  Aiigiist  that 
those  savages  seenijed  very  Eager  to  Settle  on  that  land;  ihat 
he  foresees  he  will  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  tliem  to 
alter  their  i-e-soliition ;  that,  however,  tliey  will  not  Undertake 
anything  without  speaking  to  me. 

Ho  Wrote  me  ou  tJie  24Ui  of  (Jio  same  month  that  the  Sav- 

1  Pierre  Joseph  Celoron  was  the  elder  son  of  Jean  Hapfiste  de 
C61oron,  sieur  de  Blainville.  The  Siour  de  Blainville  montionod  In 
this  document  was  a  younger  brotluM-.  wiio  hoio  tho  father's  name  as 
well  as  title;  see  ante,  p.  207.— En. 

aThe  Ottawa  was  sometimes  called  Grand  Uivor;  but  (hla  referenco 
Is  to  the  river  in  Michigan  which  still  boars  the  name.— Ed. 

8S«e  ante,  pp.  351-353. 
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ages  in  Charge  of  the  presents,  Collars,  and  Flags  for  the 
change  in  the  situation  of  their  village.  Had  arrived;  that  he 
had  at  once  assembled  all  the  Chiefs  and  had  repeated  my 
speech  to  them;  that  they  had  Listened  with  great  attention, 
much  applause  and  many  thanks.  They  assured  him  they 
would  have  no  other  will  than  mine;  that  they  fully  appreci- 
ated all  the  kindness  I  showed  Them ;  that  I  had  just  funiished 
them  Fresh  proof  of  it  by  the  kind  reception  I  had  given 
them;  that,  nevertheless,  they  could  decide  nothing  with  re- 
gard to  their  Settlement  before  the  following  spring,  reply- 
ing to  what  I  had  said  and  had  caused  to  bo  said  to  them. 

He  added  that  what  pleased  them  most  Avas  the  assurance 
that  they  would  find  Brandy  at  Montreal,  and  that  they  prom- 
ised they  would  no  longer  go  to  the  English.  With  that 
Object  he  wnll  spend  the  winter  w^th  Them  and  will  not  leave 
them..  He  has  sent  the  Sieur  de  Blainville  to  Saguinan  for 
the  same  purpose. 

He  wrote  me  on  the  29th  that  he  had  just  had  a  long  Con- 
versation with  Pendalouan  with  reference  to  the  Settlement; 
that  as  he  was  very  Anxious  to  be  restored  to  my  favor,  he 
was  Seeking  every  Means  to  that  end,  and,  in  order  to  suc- 
ceed, he  had  made  every  Effort  to  Induce  his  Nation  not  to 
abandon  their  villages ;  they  were  to  go  and  inspect  the 
depths  of  their  clearings,  which  he  asserts  contain  very  good 
soil,  and,  if  this  be  true,  it  Avill  be  easier  for  them  to  decide 
to  remain. 

The  Siour  de  Celeron  informs  me  that  tJiat  man  has  great 
influence  over  the  Minds  of  his  Nation,  although  he  no  longer 
speaks  in  the  Cdnncib-  ;  That  lhi>y  do  nofliing  withoiu.  consult- 
ing him,  and  say  thai  sinco  Ik-  Inis  liorn  1V.'<>1<(  n,  tliev  no  l  .niii  r 
have  any  Sense;  that  they  lU-oposod  ;i->k  nu-  (o  rt-inn-  him 
when  they  come  to  iMonli-eal,  and  lia<l  r(uinc>tcd  him  |Ccl.>n.nl 
to  intrrc^sl  hims(>lf  for  him  |  Pcn(hih)nan  |  with  mc. 

The  Sieur  de  (Vloron  made  him  nnderstand  that  tlie  nuin- 
ner  in  which  he  Behaved  in  this  alTair  wonld  be  the  only  thing 
that  would  Induce  him  to  Ixnir  favorable  testimony  aa  to  bis 
conduct. 
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He  also  writes  that  if  the  savages  of  his  Post  continue  in 
the  dispositions  in  which  he  found  them,  none  will  go  to  the 
English,  and  that  the  Sauteux  are  of  the  same  mind. 

I  have  reason  to  believe,  Monseigneur,  that  the  Sieur  de 
Celoron  Avill  neglect  nothing  to  Carry  out  the  orders  I  have 
given  him,  as  that  OflRcer  Is  very  zealous  for  the  service,  and 
very  disinterested. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  Eespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 

BEAUHARJjrOIS. 

Quebec,  October  5,  1741. 


1741:    REMOVAL  OP  DETROIT  HURON 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  d?ited  Oct.  S,  1741. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  208.] 

Monseigneur — Since  the  Letter  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing you  on  the  30thJ  September  last,  I  have  spoken  to  the  three 
huron  Chiefs,  who  told  me  Nothing  but  that  they  Were  greatly 
obliged  to  me  for  my  kindness  in  wishing  to  place  them  near 
me,  as  they  Were  not  in  safety  at  Detroit;  that  before  decid- 
ing as  to  their  fate,  they  were  waiting  for  The  amval  of 
their  people,  who  Had  all  gone  on  the  war-path  against  tlie 
Chicachas;  that  on  their  return  they  woidd  at  once  liold  a 
Council,  send  me  Couriers  to  inform  me  of  the  Ixcsult,  and 
Chc30&e  the  Lands  that  Suited  tliem ;  that  They  Were  sent 
with  that  Object.  It  is  t(^  l)o  feared,  ^lonseignour.  that  Uiat 
Nation  will  not  come  do\vn,  but  will  Ho  dissiiadcd  by  people 
whose  sole  Recommendation  lies  in  interested  motivea,  re- 
gardless of  the  consequences  that  may  result.  Should  this 
affair  fail,  you  can  sec,  Monseigneur,  that  it  will  not  l>o 
through  my  fault.  And  that  I  have  don©  nil  in  my  power  to 
secure  its  success.  I  append  several  Letters  Written  to  ino 
on  tlio  subject  by  my  nephew  from  Detroit  and  the  C\>iiiicil 
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that  was  Held  there.  Should  anything  else  came  to  my  knowl- 
edge previous  to  the  departure  of  the  last  ships,  I  shall  have 
The  honor  of  communicating  the  same  to  you. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humhle  and  very  obedient  sei-vant 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  8,  1741. 


1741:    CHEVALIER  DE  BEAUHARNOIS'S  NEGOTIATIONS  WITH 
THE  DETROIT  HURON 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  124.] 

Extract  from  a  Letter  Written  hy  Father  de  la  Eichardie 
to  Father  de  Jannay^  who  Was  at  the  River  louachetanon,^ 
dated  Detroit,  in  the  month  of  December,  17Jfl. 

Reverend  Father — It  would  have  afforded  me  much 
pleasure  to  execute  the  com.mission  which  you  entrusted  to 
me  for  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  de  Beauharnois,  had  he  bocTi 
here,  but,  after  a  somev.hat  useless  sojourn  of  About  a  month 
in  this  )»art  of  the  country,  ho  decided  to  go  to  Sandoske, 
as  he  had  been  unable  to  Induce  the  hurons  to  come  here  to 
Listen  tO'  the  message  of  Monsieur  his  uncle.  I  could  not 
avoid  m.aking  that  journey  with  him,  although  I  have  reason 
to  he  convinced  that  I  gave  him>  no  pleasure.^ 

1  Pierre  du  Jaunay  was  born  at  Vanncs  in  1704.  entered  the  Jesuit 
order  in  1723,  came  to  Canada  in  1734.  Tlie  following  year  he  is 
mentioned  as  returning  to  Montreal  from  Mackinac  with  Father  Saint 
P6.  and  in  175G  he  v.as  superior  of  tl;e  Ottawa  mission.  When  the 
Indians  of  Mackinac  attacked  the  English  garrison  there  in  ITGIV  l)u 
Jaunay  opened  his  house  as  an  asylum  for  them,  at  peril  of  his  own 
life.    lie  died  at  Quebec  in  1780.— Ed. 

^Probably  a  variant  of  Ouialanon.  the  Indian  name  of  the  Wea 
tribe;  whence,  here,  the  name  of  the  river  (Wabasli)  on  wliioh  tliey 
dwtit.  Post  Ouiatanon  ( lomu-hetanon )  was  near  the  present  city  of 
Lafayette,  Ind. — Ed. 

sCopyist's  note:  "Thus  underlined  in  the  samo  handwritlni:  a.^;  the 
whole  do<'unient." 
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It  is  Extraordinary  that  measures  so  little  Consistent  with 
autliority  and  dignity  as  those  resorted  to  should  be  taken 
at  present  to  Remove  the  hurons  from  Detroit.  The  oppor- 
tunity should  have  beerii  seized  the  moment  the  request  was 
made,  and  they  [the  Hurons]  should  not  have  been  so  con- 
stantly refused  as  they  were,  only  to  be  invited  afterwards 
in  a  manner  Burdensome  to  the  French  nation,  without  ita 
being  possible  to  obtain  anything  from  Them. 

The  success  of  his  mission  will  be  confined  to  Taking  with 
him  three  ciders  who  will  not  say  a  word,  and  whom  he  has 
had  gi-eat  difficulty  in  persuading. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  wished  to 
Take  that  Mission  from  us  that  it  might  devolve  upon  his 
friend  Monsieur  Piquet/  who  has  already  had  some  clear- 
ing done  and  some  Cabins  erected  to  receive  them,;  but^  what- 
ever may  happen,  the  Inuoiis  will  m^vcv  wish  to  liave  any  otlicr 
Missionaries  than  us. 

The  llcverend  Father  Superior,  in  Conceit  with  Monsieui 
the  general,  had  told  ujc  to  h^st,al)li^h  them  on  grusse  Isle, 
where  they  would  have  been  better  than  Anywhere  else.  I 
cannot  account  for  the  Change.  I  shall  await  patiently  the 
orders  ho  may  Send  me  in  connection  with  tlie  nvatter. 

iFrangois  Picquet  was  born  in  Burgundy,  1708.  He  entered  the 
Sulpician  order  at  Paris  and  was  ordained  and  sent  to  Canada  in  1734. 
He  spent  five  years  at  Montreal  and  ten  more  at  the  Sulpician  mission 
of  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains.  He  then  founded  the  mission  and 
settlement  of  La  Presentation  near  the  prrscnl  city  of  Ogdensburg. 
New  Yorls  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  alliance  of  the  Iroquois. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  four  hundred  Iroquois  had  settled  there.  anJ 
the  number  increased  to  three  thousand.  In  17(50  Picquet  returned  to 
France  rather  than  accept  English  allegiance.— Kn. 
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1742:    OTTAWA  AT  MONTREAL 

[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  77,  fols.  158,  153,  IGO. 

155.] 

Speech  of  the  Ouiaouacs  oj-  MissilunahiiMC,  of  the  baiul  of 
la  fourche,  Sinagos  and  Kishakons  to  Monsieur  the  Marquis 
de  BeauharnoiSj  Governor-General  of  New  France,  June  16, 
1742, 

My  Father,  we  come  to  tihank  you  Jfor  all  th.d  kindness 
you  have  shoAvn  us  in  having  sent  Monsieur  de  Celoron  to 
Govern  us.  It  was  not  without  necessity,  because  we  had  no 
more  Sense  and  were  scattered. 

My  Father,  Monsieur  de  Celoron  has  gathered  us  all 
together  at  one  of  the  three  places  you  had  indicated.  We 
chose  Farbre  (/roche  (the  Crooked  tree),  wlierc  wc  found  tlie 
land  good  and  advantageous.  He  kindled  our  fire  for  us 
there  and  we  at  once  began  to  make  clearings.  That  fire  will 
never  die  out;  we  shall  all  haVe  thd  pleasure  K)f  warming 
ourselves  there  in  peace  and  tranquility  with  our  wives  and 
our  Children,  And  of  seeing  the  Sparks  fly  up  to  the  Sky. 

My  Father,  we  likewise  thank  you  for  the  great  Flag  you 
gave  us  in  addition  to  the  fire,  to  be  planted  in  our  new  vil- 
lage. The  Nations  tliat  pass  our  way  will  easily  see  that 
our  Father  has  distinguished  our  village  by  that  Flag. 

My  Fatlier,  we  again  thank  you  for  tlie  mat  you  caused  to 
bo  Spread  for  us  by  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  that  we  might  sit 
on  it  near  tJiat  fire;  we  shall  take  care  to  live  there  quietly, 
and  they  who  com©  after  us  will  never  leave  it. 

My  Father,  for  fifteen  years  one  Amiot,  *  married  to  a 
Sakise,  has  been  S<'tt.le<l  at  M issiliuiakiuMc  working  iit  his 
trade  of  armorer  and  blacksmitli  witli  tho  Jesuit  Fntliere^ 
who  keep  back  froim  him  one  half  the  proceeds  of  his  labor; 
this  makes  it  impossible  for  him  to  ]H-ovido  for  tho  subsist- 

1  Joseph  Jean  Baptiste  Amyot-Vlncclot,  son  of  Charles  Joseph  A.-V., 
seigneur  of  Cape  St.  Ignace,  was  born  in  1697;  his  marriagre  took  place 
in  1719.— Ed. 
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ence  of  his  wife  and  eight  Children,  whom  we  have  to  sup- 
port, as  they  come  to  our  Cabins  every  day  for  food.  He 
wanted  to  leave  the  Post  and  go  to  the  Ilinois;  we  Urged 
him  to  remain,  telling  him  that  you  would  be  good  enough 
to  free  him  from,  his  work.  We  trust,  My  Father,  that  you 
will  not  refuse  this  request. 

My  Father,  you  gave  us  much  pleasiire  in  sending  us 
Monsieur  de  Celoron.  We  have  been  told  that  you  are  tak- 
ing him  from  us.  He  will  bo  regretted  by  all  the  village; 
he  has  been  very  kind  to  us.  You  give  U9  Monsieur  de 
Vercheres  in  his  place.  As  he  knows  us,  we  Hope  he  will 
show  us  the  same  kindness.  We  will  do  everything  in  our 
power  to  make  him  sati^fic-d  witli  us. 


Speech  of  the  Outaouacs  of  Saguinan  to  Monsieur  the 
Marquis  de  Bcauhamois,  Governor  general  of  New  france, 
June  18,  17Jf:e. 

My  Father — Monsieur  de  Elainville  came  on  your  behalf 
to  our  village  last  spring,  to  bring  us  your  message. 

My  Father,  he  barred  the  road  to  the  English  to  us  by  a 
Collar  and  by  presents,  telling  us  that  it  Was  your  \vill,  and 
he  invited  us  to  come  here  and  Listen  to  you. 

My  Father,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  making  up  my  mind  to 
come  down  as  soon  as  I  saw  it  Avas  your  will,  altlioiigh  T  had 
never  been  in  your  village.  I  braved  all  the  rapids  and  the 
dangers  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you;  we  thought  we 
should  perish  in  the  I'apids  Avhere  onc^  of  our  Oanoo^  was 
broken ;  we  Hope  you  will  have  another  supplied  us  for  our 
return. 

My  Father,  T  have  told  yon  that  T  had  never  conio  do^\^l 
here.  1  Listened  to  the  si)eeeh  of  the  Chief  you  Sent  to  us. 
I  come  to  Hear  yours  and  to  assure  you  in  the  name  of  all 
our  village  that  wo  will  never  do  anything  but  your  ^vill.  I 
do  not  think,  My  father,  that  you  will  Uo.w  of  any  of  us 
going  to  Iho  English,  since  that  is  your  intention. 
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My  father,  we  deserve  pity;  when  we  break  our  guns  and 
our  axes  we  are  obliged  to  throw  them,  away  because  we  have 
nobody  to  ir.end  them.  Therefore  we  beg  you  to  give  us  a 
blacksmith  for  our  village. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Governor- 
General  of  New  France,  to  the  speech  of  the  Outaouacs  of  Mis- 

sUimal'inac,  of  (lie  hand  of  la  fourclic,  Sinagos,  and  K i.'^l'al-onSj 
June  23,  17Jf2. 

My  Children,  I  atm  dlelighted  that  you  should  feel  your 
obligation  to  me  for  having  Sent  Monsieur  de  Celeron  to  you 
to  restore  your  Senses. 

My  Children,  I  am  greatly  satisfied  at  your  having  Listened 
to  the  ruessage  I  Sent  you  by  Monsieur  de  Celeron,  and  at 
your  having  Elstablislied  your  A'illage  at  rarhro  Croclu'.  wlicie 
you  have  found  good  land.  Ey  these  Branches  of  Porcelain 
I  replenish  the  fire  I  have  kindled  at  that  S|X)t,  so  that  it 
may  never  Die  out,  and,  to  give  you  fresh  evidence  of  my 
affection  and  of  the  care  I  take  of  you,  I  have  given  orders 
to  ^ronsicnr  de  Verclieros  to  Send  the  ofliccM-  secoiul  in  command, 
with  all  the  French  who  may  be  at  Missilimakinac,  to  bum 
all  the  Trees  you  cut  down  last  Spring,  so  that  you  may  be 
in  Position  next  year  tO'  seed  your  lands  properly. 

My  Childr^m,  the  mark  of  distinction  I  gave  your  village 
must  be  a  further  Inducement  to  you  never  to  leave  it,  and 
to  remain  quietly  and  peacefully  on  the  mat  I  have  had  Spread 
for  you.  T  urge  you,  as  well  as  yo\ir  wives,  Children,  and 
those  wlio  will  como  after  you,  to  Ixuiefit  by  tbo  ndvnntage 
you  have  in  possessing  so  good  au  Establishment,  and.  for 
my  part,  I  am  pleased  at  liaving  plnccd  my  Children  in  a 
Place  where  they  will  no  longer  be  Exposed  to  liungor.  "Nfay 
your  Hearts  1x3  as  white  as  the  groat  Flag  I  have  caused  to 
bo  hoistwl  ill  your  village.  T  will  always  keep  my  eyes  on 
it.  Tio  not,  Siray  Far  away  froni  il.  T  will  iv.ntinuo  to  give 
you  fresh  tokens  of  my  afTection. 
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My  Children,  I  have  carefully  Considered  the  representa- 
tions you  have  made  to  me  with  reference  to  one  Amiot,  a 
blacksmith.  I  have  entered  into  his  trouble  and  into  yours. 
I  have  consequently  given  my  orders  to  Monsieur  de  Vercheres. 
You  will  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  I 
have  made. 

My  Children,  I  am  delighted  with  your  gratitude  towards 
Monsieur  de  Celorom  for  the  kindness  he  has  Shown  yoii. 
He  had  asked  mo  to  be  allowed  to  come  down,  on  his  private 
affairs;  I  could  not  refuse  him.  You  will  find  that  Monsieur 
de  Vercheres  will  show  you  the  same  attention  when  you 
Listen  to  his  words,  which  are  mine. 

My  Children,  Monsieur  de  Celoron  has  informed  me  that 
several  of  your  War  Chiefs  had  planned  to  strike  a  blow  at 
the  Scioux.  By  these  branches  of  Porcelain  I  stay  your 
Tomahawk  until  I  have  received  news  from  la  Baye  and  have 
made  my  intentions  known  to  you  through  Monsieur  de  Ver- 
cheres. 

My  Children,  complaints  have  reached  me  from  the  French 
who  are  Settled  at  Missilimiakinae,  that  your  young  men  and 
the  Sauteux  do  them  considerable  damage  by  stealing  from 
tlieir  gardens  and  their  fields,  and  by  killing  and  wounding 
their  animals.  You  must  put  a  stop  to  this  disorder  by 
speaking  to  your  young  men.  I  charge  you  to  say  as  much 
to  the  Sauteux  on  my  behalf.  You  must  know  that  when  my 
French  do  you  an  injury,  I  make  them  repair  it  at  Once. 

By  Frc soils 

Here,  My  Children,  are  proofs  of  my  nffootion  and  of  my 
satisfaction  with  you.  Smoke  calndy  on  your  inflts;  Drink 
peacefully  of  my  Milk  like  true  brothei-s. 

I  charge  you,  My  Children,  to  carry  this  pre^nt  to  Agoa- 
heme,  whom.  I  esteem,  and  to  give  it  to  liim  from  Wy  tliis 

same  present  I  ask  him  to  remain  in  peace  on  tlu*  mat  T  liave 
Spread  for  you  in  your  new  village. 
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Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauliarnois,  Govenior- 
genei-al  of  New  france,  to  the  Speech  of  the  Outaouacs  of  Sagui- 
7ian,  June  SJf,  17 If 2. 

My  Childreoi,  I  am  delighted  at  your  having  Listened  atten- 
tively to  the  message  I  Sent  you  in  your  village  by  Monsieur  de 
Blainville. 

My  Children^  he  fulfilled  my  intentions  when  he  barred  the 
road  to  the  English  to  you,  because  I  am  veiy  glad  that  my 
Children  of  Saguinan  should  have  but  one  heart  with  mine. 

You  have  given  me  pleasure,  My  Children,  by  coming  to  see 
me  and  Listen  to  my  word.  What  I  have  to  say  to  you  is  that 
I  ask  you  to  go  no  more  to  the  English,  and  to  persuade  your 
young  men  to  come  here  for  what  you  need,  and  to  drink  (suck) 
my  milk,  since  it  j)leases  you.  ^"ou  know  that  a  Fatlior  is  al- 
ways pleased  to  see  his  Children  near  him,  and  that  his  hands 
are  ever  open  to  give  them  fresh  tokens  of  his  affeetion. 

My  Children,  I  thank  you  for  having  braved  all  dangers  to 
come  and  see  me.  I  thank  the  master  of  life  for  having  pre- 
served you  amid  those  you  have  encountered.  I  will  replace 
your  Canoe  that  was  broken. 

My  Children,  as  you  Had  never  come  down  here,  I  have  been 
very  happy  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.  Tlie  assurance 
you  give  me  on,  behalf  of  all  your  village  that  you  will  never 
do  anything  but  m,y  will,  was  what  I  exi>ected  from  Childi^n  as 
submissive  as  you  Are;  but  I  wished  to  learn  it  from  your- 
S(^lv(^s,  and,  ms  1  ami  convinc^'d  that  you  speak  to  me  with  a  .-in 
cere  lienrt,  T  open  niiue  to  you  to  toll  you  that  T  will  alwnvf 
hoKl  you  by  the  liaml  and  will  never  abandon  you. 

My  Children,  I  have  pity  on  you;  I  give  you  the  blaekj^uiith 
you  ask;  ho  is  the  eldest  son  of  Amiot  of  ^lissilimakinao.  I 
have  a'iven  orders  to  Monsieur  do  V(>relu"r('s  to  liaiid  liiui  ovci 
to  you  as  you  pass,  so  that  you  may  Take  him  with  you  to  your 
village. 

To  thee,  Achaouabemc,  in  consequence  of  tJie  gotxl  ro]>ort3 
that  have  been  made  to  me  regarding  thy  conduct  and  U\y 
bravery,  1    give  thi^    Mark   of   distinction,  which   \\\v  King 
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grants  only  to  his  Children  whom  he  holds  in  greatest  considera- 
tion. May  this  Induce  thee  to  continue  to  devote  thy  attention 
to  affairs  that  are  right,  and  to  have  my  counsel  Carried  out  by 
thy  young  mm. 

I  learned,  My  Children,  from  Monsieur  de  Celorom,  that  you 
intended  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  Scioux.  He  also  told  me  that 
last  spring  he  had  stopped  the  band  consisting  of  the  sons  of 
the  Corbeau  (Eaven).  By  these  branches  of  porcelain,  I 
stay  your  Tomahawk  until  I  have  received  news  from  la  Baye, 
and  until  I  have  made  my  intentions  known  to  you  through 
Monsieur  de  Vercheres. 

My  Children,  receive  proofs  of  my  affection  and  of  my 
satisfaction.  Smoke  calmly  on  your  mats ;  drink  peacefully 
of  luy  milk  like  true  brothers.    (That  is  all  I  hi\x&  to  say  to  yuu. 


1742:    BEAUHARNOIS  AND  THREE  HURON  CHIEFS 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press  mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  77,  c.  11,  fol.  1G6."] 

Speech  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  BeauJiamols,  Oovemor 
General  of  New  f ranee,  io  three  huron  Cliiefs  of  Detroit  icho 
came  dow\n  from  that  Place  last  autumn  luith  Monsieur  le  Chev- 
alier de  Beauharnois,  Jane  HH,  17^2. 

My  Children,  I  know  that  for  a  long  timjo  you  have  been 
heartily  Tired  of  being  hero,  and  that  you  would  like  to  ho  Iwck 
lA  your  village.  I  would  have  sent  you  back  on  my  arrival,  had 
I  not  expected  replies  to  the  letters  I  Wrote  to  Father  do  I^a 
Mchardie  last  autumn,  which  I  have  not  yet  nvoivod,  and  had 
I  not  thought  that  your  elders  would  come  down  t-o  s])oak  to 
mo  and  open  their  hearts  to  mc  like  true  Children.  That  is 
what  I  expected  of  them,  and  what  they  could  not  avoid  doing 
without  being  ungrateful  for  my  kindness. 

1  my  Childron,  the  reason  that  has  Pivvento\l  8a.*^t,ir- 
etsy  from  coming  down.    1  seem  to  Hear  him  sa^^  with  liis 
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council:  "For  what  object  shall  we  go  doAvii  there  to  our 
Father?  Shall  we  go  to  justify  ourselves?  We  cannot,  after 
all  the  steps  we  have  taken  to  Induce  him  to  remove  us  from 
a  Place  where  we  were  in  continual  alarm,  and  where  we  had 
everything  to  fear  for  our  wives  and  Children. 

"To  Induce  our  Father  to  hold  out  his  hand  and  he  favorahie 
to  us,  what  have  we  left  untried  to  move  his  goodnes?  ? 

"Four  years  ago  we  Sent  him  a  message  to  inform  him  of  the 
situation  in  which  we  were  placed  by  the  multitude  of  our 
Enemies.  What  did  our  Father  do  ?  lie  Sent  us  presents  to 
cover  the  dead,  to  console  the  afflicted,  and  to  stay  the  toma- 
hawk of  the  young  men  whose  hearts  might  Ixi  tiu-ned  to  evil, 
and  he  Urged  us  to  remain  at  Detroit  after  the  affair  imputed 
to  our  nephe\\^  should  be  Completely  settled. 

"We  abandoned  our  clearings  and  spent  the  winter  at  San- 
doske  because  we  could  not  calm  the  Minds  of  our  wives  and 
Children. 

"Orotony  Sent  branches  of  Porcelain  to  our  Father  on  be- 
half of  the  whole  village;  by  these  he  asked  pennission  to  go 
and  Settle  near  him,  as  he  could  no  longer  live  in  \kk\c,g  at  De- 
troit. 

"We  Sent  two  Collars  to  our  Father.  By  the  first  we  asked 
him  to  grant  us  a  tract  of  land  near  him,  so  that  our  wives  and 
Children  might  Ix)  in  safety,  and  we  told  him  by  that  dollar 
that  if  he  showed  ns  not  that  kindness  we  \vould  go  and  die 
in  some  Distant  Spot. 

"By  the  second  we  begged  him  to  give  us  an  officer  to  go 
down  with  us  to  protect  us  from  attack. 

"We  said  that  if  the  people  of  tlie  Lake  and  of  tlie  Snult  had 
Compassion  on  our  wives  and  Cliildren,  Uiey  vroxM  come  and 
comfort  us  on  our  mats  and  kindle  a  frcsli  firo  for  lis  in  a  S]x>t 
where  they  w^oiild  consider  us  in  Safety. 

"Wo  represented  to  our  Father  that  during  the  timo.  we  wt  ix) 
at  iMissilimiakinac  we  nx-eived  an  (>mbassy  from  our  brotlu  rs 
of  the  Lake  and  of  the  Sault,  whereby  they  iuvitiHi  us  to  gv^ 
ujpar  them  saying  to  us:    'Come,  my  brothers,  you  are  in  the 
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midst  of  a  multitude  of  nations  that  love  you  not  and  of  ^vhose 
customs  you  are  ignorant.' 

''We  also  represented  to  our  Father  that  the  late  Monsieur 
de  Vaudreuil  Exhorted  us  at  that  time  to  leave  as  soon  as  posr 
sible  l^ations  that  hated  us,  and  that  he  said  to  us :  ^come  near 
me;  you  will  find  here  a  safe  refuge,  a  Father,  a  Protector/' 

''We  replied  to  him  that  w  would  some  day  follow  the  advice 
he  had  just  given  us,  and  would  seize  the  fiist  pretext  that 
might  arise  to  go  near  him. 

^'We  said  that  our  wives  and  Children  were  so  frightened  that 
they  could  live  in  safety  nowliere  except  near  our  Father;  that 
the  whole  village  were  of  that  opinion ;  that  we  spoke  on  their 
behalf,  and  that  our  resolution  was  taken. 

"By  a  ISTarrow  Collar  wo  asked  our  Father  not  to  refuse  <uir 
request,  and  to  draw  us  to  him ;  and  said  we  Hoped  he  would 
have  compassion  on  our  condition. 

"By  another  message  we  said  that  our  resolution  to  draw  near 
our  Father  was  taken  for  ever,  and  that  nothing  could  make  us 
Alter  it,  because  the  huron  knew  not  what  it  was  to  break  his 
word  nor  to  have  a  second  thought  succeed  a  first  one  he  Had 
deemed  reasonable;  and  that  all  our  reflections  had  been  made 
before  our  measures  were  taken. 

"Our  Father  took  pity  on  us  and  granted  all  our  requests. 
Wo  had  our  thanks  conveyed  to  him,  and  we  begged  Monsieur 
de  JSToyan  to  follow  us  and  come  and  live  with  us  on  the  tract 
of  land  our  Father  had  granted  us. 

"To  give  us  fresh  proofs  of  singular  kindness,  our  Father 
Sent  us  his  nephew  last  spring  with  Collars  and  presents  to  ful- 
fil tlie  promise  he  had  given  us ;  ho  asked  the  people  of  the  Lake 
and  of  the  Sault — ^whom  wo  ourselves  bad  oI'umi  asked — to  fol- 
low him. 

"That  is  what  Our  Father  has  done  for  us.  Have  wo  re- 
sponded to  his  attentions  otherAvise  than  with  ingratitude 

Ilurons,  that  is  what  I  imagine  JSastaretsy  is  saying  wiUi 
the  whole  of  your  village. 

My  Children,  I  liave  just  rCnuMubenMl  that  your  elder« 
left  the  deciding  of  all  these  matters  with  tlio  young  nicai,  and 
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that  all  had  determined  to  settle  on  la  gTosse  isle.  I  can- 
not understand  whence  these  misunderstandings  arise.  If 
your  Chiefs  were  not  masters  to  decide  the  fate  of  their  vil- 
lage, thej  should  not  have  spoken  in  its  name,  nor  Induced  me 
to  do  what  I  have  done  for  you. 

Apparently,  my  Children,  all  those  evil  affairs  that  have  oc- 
curred are  Buried  and  all  is  forgotten  on  both  sides.  If  such 
be  the  case,  I  shall  be  delighted  to  see  you  live  quietly  and 
peacefully  in  the  place  you  shall  choose.  But,  for  my  part,  I 
cannot  put  you  anywhere,  as  I  have  no  information  regarding 
the  decision  taken  by  your  ISTation. 

My  Children,  I  have  pity  on  you.  I  give  you  wherewith 
to  take  you  back  to  your  village.  You  may  start  when  you  like. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you. 


1742:     OTHER  WESTERN  INDIANS  AT  MONTREAL 

[MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press  mark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  77,  c.  11,  fols.  181-235."] 

Bpceclies  of  lite  Ouyatanons,  Fctikokias,  Kikapoux,  a)id  Mas- 
houlins  to  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beanharnoi^,  Governor' 
General  of  New  f ranee,  Jvly  8,  lUi^. 

The  Oui/al(()ions 

We  arc  rejoiced  at  Our  Father  being  jrlea.sed  to  smoke  our 
Calumet. 

My  Father,  this  is  the  message  of  a  Cliief  who  was  obliged 
to  discontinue  his  journey  on  account  of  ilhioss,  and  who  was 
briiiiiing  you  \hv,  hearts  of  all  the  young  men. 

My  I\ith(U',  we  \ve(^p,  wv,  are  braken-llearted  kx^ause  the 
Chicaclias  killed  us  last  Spring.  We  kg  you  to  have  pity  on 
us;  wo  Aro  (piito  naked. 

Mv  Father,  W(^  have  followed  llii*  road  yon  tracl^l  o\it  for  \is. 
Wo  Again  Ix^g  yon  to  havc^  pily  on  ns,  nn<l  always  to  hvk  tavor- 
idvly  \\]MM\  that  road. 
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My  Father,  the  Hearts  of  all  the  young  men  have  heen 
broug'ht  to  you.  Here  is  mine  whicli  I  also  bring  to  you.  The 
message  of  the  young  men  is  the  Calumet  that  fills  hearts  with 
gladness. 

My  Father,  as  we  cannot  swim,  and  Are  not  familiar  with' 
Canoes,  we  beg  you  to  give  us  somebody  to  convey  us. 

My  Father,  Ave  cease  not  to  weep  for  the  death  of  Monsieur 
de  VincenncvS,  and  we  are  continually  on  the  warpath  against 
the  Chicachas  to  avenge  it.^ 

My  Father,  our  young  men  Hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
Send  them  some  of  your  Milk.^ 

My  Father,  goods  are  sold  ns  at  very  high  prices.  We  there- 
fore beg  that  the  Post  of  the  Ouyatanons  be  under  the  system  of 
Licenses  like  Detroit,  so  that  Everybody  m^ay  go  and  trade 
there.^ 

My  Father,  we  love  Monsieur  de  l^oyelles;  he  is  Familiar 
with  our  usages  and  is  accustomed  to  oiir  Ways.  We  beg  you 
to  give  him  to  us. 

The  Pet'd'olclas'^ 

My  Father,  as  I  have  never  appeared  in  Councils,  T  Ix^g  you 
to  Excuse  me  if  any  Thing  Escapes  me  in  my  discourse. 

My  FatJier,  what  the  other  band  has  said  to  you  is  the  same 
Thing  that  I  wish  to  say  to  you. 

I  ami  of  the  samjo  ^liud  as  my  Father  who  has  already  como 
here  twice.  I  follow  the  footste])s  of  my  ancestors  aud  my 
Heart  is  tlie  same. 

My  Father,  all  that  I  have  said  is  said  in  all  sincerity.  T 
know  that  you  liave  but  one  word. 

1  For  the  capture  and  death  of  Vincennes  at  the  liands  of  tho  C'hirV.a- 
saw,  see  ante,  p.  259,  note  1— El). 

'-iFrench  ^milk,"  in  Indian  parlance,  signilied  l)raniiy  or  other  alco- 
holic liquors. — Ei). 

8 On  the  Ouiatanon  post,  and  licenses  therefor,  see  manuscript  of 
1731.  ante,  pp.  131  134.— Ei>. 

4  A  Ouiatanon  (Wea)  trihe;  see  ^V\s.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  p.  37(>.— Kn. 
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My  Father,  all  onr  young  men  are  quiet  in  our  village. 
They  Hope  you  will  have  ])ity  on  Them. 

There  was  an  evil  nation,  that  of  the  jRenards.  We  waged 
war  on  them  and  drove  themj  Away  because  we  knew  they  would 
not  do  your  will. 

My  Father,  our  sole  occupation  will  he  to  avenge  the  blows 
struck  by  the  Chicachas  upon  your  French  and  upon  Monsieur 
de  Vincennes. 

My  Father,  this  Calumet  is  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  sky 
clear  and  dissipating  the  clouds. 

The  Kili-apoux 

My  Father,  I  think  you  will  have  pity  on  us  because  we  have 
never  Deviated  from  the  Path  you  traced  out  for  us. 

My  Father,  I  think  your  Heart  will  have  pity  on  me.  It  is 
contained  in  this  Paper.^ 

My  Father,  we  have  widened  the  Poad  you  laid  out  for  us, 
in  order  tO'  follow  the  traces  more  easily. 

My  Father,  I  have  a  Desire  to  leave  the  Ouyatanons  and 
Settle  in  the  mieadow  of  the  Maskoutins.^ 

My  Father,  I  do  not  think  I  shall  ever  come  back  here  l)ecause 
I  am  very  old. 

My  Father,  Ave  ask  you  for  a  Chief,  a  blacksmith,  and 
Frenchmen  to  bring  us  what  we  need. 

TlicMaskouilns — In  two  hands 

]\ry  Father,  you  have  always  had  pity  on  us;  we  think  yoiii 
will  continue  to  show  us  the  same  kindness. 

iNote  on  margin  of  original  MS.:  "it  is  a  commission  of  ^reat  Chief 
of  a  village." 

iThis  is  apparently  a  well-known  landmark;  see  A'.  V.  Colon.  Docs., 
ix,  p.  1097,  and  x,  p.  20,  where  it  appears  to  he  identilled  incorrectly. 
The  editor  thereof  is  inclined  to  think  it  was  at  or  near  the  site  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.;  but  the  evidence  is  Inconclusive.  See  Carr.  "The 
Mascouiins."  in  Amer.  Antiq.  Soc.  Ri'port,  April.  11>00.  for  an  account  of 
the  wanderings  and  relationships  of  this  tribe.— Ku. 
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My  Father,  we  have  followed  the  road  jou  traced  out  for  ua. 
We  have  no  news  to  tell  you.  We  come  to  Listen  to  your  word. 
We  Hope  you  will  have  pity  on  us. 

The  other  hand 

My  Father,  when  we  saw  that  the  Chiefs  had  decided  to  come 
and  see  you,  we  followed  them.  We  Hope  you  will  have  pity 
on  us  as  on  your  other  Children. 

My  Father,  we  have  wme  to  see  you  and  to  Listen  to  your 
words.    We  Hope  you  will  have  pity  on  us. 

We  Hope,  my  Father,  that  you  will  Send  us  away  soon  lest 
the  inclement  season  overtake  us  on  our  journey. 

My  Father,  as  we  loiow  not  the  Eoad,  we  Hope  you  will  give 
us  Frenchmen  to  lead  us  above  the  Rapids. 

My  Father,  we  ask  your  permission  to  go  by  the  South  of  the 
Lake  to  shorten  . our  road. 

Mayomha  in  the  private  lloom 

My  Father,  the  Puants  came  to  me  in  my  village  last  Sum- 
mer to  seek  a  refuge  and  to  forni  but  one  Body  Witli  U3, 
because  they  could  no  longer  live  with  the  Kenards,  who  attacked 
them  continually.  I  gave  them  my  word  that  tliey  had  only  to 
come  to  me,  and  we  would  Settle  Together  in  the  Meadow  of 
the  Maskoutins,  where  we  think  the  Chaouanons  [Shawnee] 
will  also  come  and  Settle  ^vith  us,  as  they  have  promised  us  to 
do  so. 


Rej)!!}  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beaxihamois,  Oovennor- 
general  of  New  f ranee,  to  the  speeches  of  the  Otnjafanons,  Pcti- 
kokias,  Kikapoux,  and  Maskoutins,  July  12,  17Jf2. 

To  the  Ouj/alnnons 

My  Children,  I  have  smoked  your  Calumet  with  much 
pleasure,  tx^  show  you  liow  T  love  you  all. 

My  Cliildren,  I  am  sorry  that  the  Chief  \viio  was  brinfpng 
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me  the  Hearts  of  the  young  men  should  have  been  compelled 
by  Illness  to  discontinue  his  jouraey.  I  have  received  his 
message  with  joy,  and  I  charge  you  to  bear  him  mine.  You 
may  say  on  my  behalf  to  all  the  young  men,  that  so  long  as  they 
Listen  to  my  words,  I  Avill  always  include  them  in  the  numl^r 
of  my  true  Children. 

My  Children,  I  am  greatly  afflicte^l  by  the  loss  you  have 
experienced  through  the  death  of  your  Warrioi-s  who  were  killed 
by  the  Chicachas.  Here  is  a  leaf  I  throw  on  their  Bcnlies,  and 
a  Drink  of  Milk  to  m^e  away  your  Tears. 

My  Children,  you  have  given  me  pleasure  by  following  the 
Road  I  have  traced  out  for  you.  It  will  always  be  clear,  and 
you  will  never  find  any  Ambush  in  it. 

My  Children,  I  have  already  told  you  that  I  received  with 
pleasure  the  Iliearts  of  all  your  young  men.  I  receive  yours 
and  your  Calumet  witb  Equal  satisfaction. 

My  Children,  I  knoAV  that  you  Are  not  accustonued  to  Ca- 
noes.   I  will  therefore  give  you  Frendunen  to  Convey  you. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  you  do  rightly  in  weeping  for  tlie  death  of 
Monsieur  de  Vincennes.  I  had  given  him  to  you  because  I 
knew  he  loved  you  and  you  loved  him  greatly.  By  this  Col- 
lar, I  ask  you  to  continue  to  avenge  his  death. 

My  Children,  here  is  some  of  my  Milk  for  your  young  men ; 
they  will  see  that  I  have  Listened  to  their  request. 

My  Children,  you  are  aware  that  it  costs  a  gi'eat  deal  to 
convey  Goods  to  your  villages,  and  that  there  is  a  cxuisider- 
i;blo  difference  l>etween  your  road  and  (lint  of  Detroit  Nev- 
ertheless, I  lake  your  request  into  Consideration.  Tliero  will 
l>e  se\Tral  traders,  and  you  will  Ix?  blasters  to  seek  a  cheap 
market. 

\rv  Children,  I  will  have  an  answer  given  to  your  ro<|UC5t 
for  Monsieur  Denoyello.  I  must  first  know  how  your  villages 
ju'ii  t<»  arranged. 
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To  the  Petil'oK-'ias 

My  son,  although  thou  hast  never  appeared  in  Councils,  1 
think  nothing  evil  Avill  come  fro  mi  thee. 

My  son,  I  am  delighted  that  thou  hast  the  same  heart  and 
the  same  sentiments  as  thy  brothers,  and  that  thou  followest 
the  traces  of  thy  Father  and  of  thy  ancestors. 

My  son,  I  know  thy  ITcarfc  is  sincere ;  thou  are  right  in  say- 
ing I  have  only  one  word. 

My  son,  I  am  delighted  that  thy  3'oung  men  are  quiet  in 
your  village;  thou  seest  that  T  have  pity  on  them. 

My  son,  I  know  what  thou  hast  done  with  Regard  to  the 
Nation  whereof  thou  hast  spoken  to  me.  ^  It  has  acknow- 
ledged its  error  and  I  have  forgiven  it. 

It  is  right,  my  son,  that  thou  shouldst  continue  to  avenge  the 
Blows  struck  by  the  Ohicachas  u}K)n  the  French  and  upon  ^lon- 
siour  de  Vincennes.  Il  ask  thee  to  join  thyself  to  the  Collar  I 
have  just  given  for  all  your  iSTation. 

My  son,  I  ami  pleased  to  see  that  thou  wishest  to  have  the 
sky  Clear.    I  will  always  strive  to  have  it  so. 

2'o  the  Kikapmx 

My  son,  I  know  that  thou  hast  never  Deviated  from  the 
road  I  traced  out  for  thee.  To  give  tJiee  proofs  of  my  satis- 
faction, I  change  thy  medal ;  and  I  give  tliee  thine  for  thy 
son,  that  he  miay  be  recognized  as  a  Chief  through  that  mark 
of  distinction. 

My  son,  I  know  that  I  have  given  thee  my  Heart  and  that 
thou  bearest  it  continually  with  thee. 

My  Children,  I  am  pleased  that  you  have  wirfoned  the  road 
I  traced  out  for  you. 

My  son,  I  leave  thee  at  liberty  to  Settle  in  tiio  meadow  of 
the  Maskoutins. 

My  son,  I  Hope  the  master  of  life  will  preserve  tlioo  long 
enough  to  allow  of  my  having  the  pleasui\3  of  sceiug  tJioe  bore 
again. 


1  Note  on  original  MS.:    "The  Renarde." 
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My  Children,  as  soon  as  I  see  your  fire  well  lighted,  I  will 
Send  you  a  Chief,  a  blacksmith,  and  Frenchmen  to  take  you 
what  you  need. 

To  tliQ,  Mash-out  ins 

My  Children,  you  are  right  in  thinking  that  I  shall  have 
pity  on  you,  and  that  I  shall  always  continue  to  show  you  the 
same  kindness. 

My  Children,  I  rejoice  at  your  having  taken  the  road  I 
traced  out  for  you,  and  at  your  having  come  to  Listen  to  my 
word.  You  did  right  in  following  the  Chiefs  who  decided 
to  come  and  see  me. 

I  have  always  included  you  in  the  number  of  my  true  Chil- 
dren.   You  see  that  1  treat  you  all  Equally. 

My  Children,  you  will  be  Free  to  leave  whenever  you  like. 
I  will  give  Frenchmen  to  you,  as  to  the  others,  to  take  you  back. 

To  the  three  Nations 

]\Iy  Childien,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conseni  to  give  you 
the  permission  you  ask,  to  pass  by  the  South  side  of  the  Lake 
to  shorten  your  Koad.  I  have  traced  out  one  by  which  you 
have  come;  you  said  you  would  nut  Deviate  from  it.  I  have 
reason  to  believo  that  you  have  not  two  words. 

My  Children,  the  season  is  not  so  far  advanced  as  not  to  give 
you  time  enough  to  return  to  your  homes.  This  will  not 
lengthen  your  road  more  than  two  or  three  days.  The  French- 
men I  give  you  will  soon  enable  you  to  make  up  that  time. 
MorcMvver,  if  the  bark  is  ready,  1  will  give  orders  to  Embark 
yon  «Mi  il,  (()  cross  llu^  Lake.  If  ii<>l,  llic  l''rciu'li  will  lake  voii 
lo  i^iagara. 

My  Children,  I  take  this  precaution  lest  you  should  mix  my 
Milk  with  that  of  the  English  by  i)assing  by  CMioiioghcn,  and 
lest  somo  accident  bei'all  you.  You  know  that  ]X?oplo  nro  killod 
at  tliat  Place  every  year  tlirough  drink.  As  you  Ilavo  cxmuo  to 
see  me  peacefully,  I  shall  ho  mucli  pleased  to  have  you  go  back 
in  the  same  manner. 
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To  the  Kikapoux  and  Maskoutms 

My  Children,  here  is  a  Collar  that  I  give  yoa  to  ask  you,  as 
I  have  asked  your  brothers  the  Ouyatanons  and  Petikokiaa, 
to  continue  to  strike  the  Chicachas. 

That  is  all  1  have  to  say  to  you. 


Speeches  of  the  Outaovacs  of  Detroit  in  two  hands,  to  Mon- 
sieur the  Marquis  de  Beaiihamois,  Governor-general  of  New 
France,  July  IJ^,  111^2, 

KinousaJcis'^ 

My  father,  I  have  not  been  here  for  four  years  and  you  say 
to  us :  my  Children,  I  expect  nothing  from  you  but  your  open 
Hearts. 

My  Father,  you  also  say  to  us,  My  Children,  let  no  evil  affairs 
ever  happen  in  the  Place  where  you  are,  and,  saying  this,  you 
give  us  a  medal. 

My  Father,  while  returning  home,  we  heard  bad  news  at 
Niagara.  We  Wore  greatly  l^jiiibara^^sod  as  to  what  we  shuuUi 
do. 

My  Father,  wliile  we  were  at  Niagara,  the  Commandant  told 
us  he  had  received  a  Letter  from'  Monsieur  de  Noyelle  who  was 
our  Father  at  Detroit,  and  told  us  to  travel  at  night  and  make 
haste. 

My  Father,  when  we  arrived  at  Detroit,  we  heard  all  the 
bad  news;  we  wislied  not  to  Listen  to  it,  because  we  were  return- 
ing from  our  Father's. 

1  Kinousakis  (Quinousak)  was  a  staunch  friend  of  the  French  till  his 
death  (1752).  Between  him  and  Mekinac  there  was  some  rivalry,  and 
similar  presents  were  conferred  (  1747)  on  both,  lest  the  lukowarni 
M6kinac  might  create  disorder.  Kinousakis  went  (1748)  on  h«^lialf  of  the 
French  to  the  Miami  River,  hoping  to  lead  back  the  disaffected  Htiron 
under  Nicolas,  but  found  they  had  gone  on  to  White  River.  When  ho 
died,  Longueuil  wrote:  "We  lose  a  chief  who  wjis.  apparent ly.  much 
attached  to  the  French." — Ed. 
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My  Father,  our  young  men  are  not  at  our  village;  they  are 
all  on  the  war-path.  Those  who  remained  have  come  doAvn  to 
see  you,  and  they  greet  you  by  this  present. 

By  fotir  Brandies  of  Porcelain 

My  Father,  I  Clear  your  sight  so  that  you  may  more  easily  see 
the  Warriors  who  are  here.  I  have  brought  with  me  those  who 
had  most  Sense. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  when  we  came  here  you  said  to  us :  My  Children, 
I  do  not  want  your  Furs  nor  your  presents;  I  ask  but  your 
Hearts.  We  bring  them  to  you  as  uoll  as  our  bodies.  Do  what 
you  will  with  us ;  we  are  ready  to  obey  you. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  it  is  tlio  custom  of  all  the  Chiefs  to  advise  us  not 
to  go  to  the  Etoglish.  Monsieur  de  Noyan,  who  is  at  Detroit, 
told  us,  on  your  behalf,  not  to  go  there  any  more.  My  Father, 
I  have  Encouraged  my  young  men  to  obey  your  will,  saying  to 
thorn:  I  have  never  Been  there  and  I  have  nol  died  of  it.  I 
think,  My  Father,  they  will  Listen  to  your  message.  I  ask  for 
them  the  same  token  you  have  given  the  otliers. 

My  Father,  I  have  oome  to  sec  you.  As  T  am  an  aged  man, 
I  expect  it  will  be  the  last  time.  1  appear  before  you  with 
empty  hands,  because  I  am  no  longer  Capable  of  an^ihing,  and 
I  came  here  solely  to  obey  the  Commandant. 

By  I  wo  (.'ahuncls 

My  Father,  what  I  have  just  said  to  you  is  witli.^ut  de-ign. 
I  have  (3xperienced  difhculty  in  rea(.'hing  lierc,  Uvause  my 
Canoe  is  worthkiss.  1  JIopo  yon  will  liivc  me  anotluT  for  tl>c 
homeward  journey. 

My  Father,  I  said  to  the  Commandant  tliat  so  long  as  I  lived, 
nothing  evil  would  happen  i\\  Detroit,  Inx^ause  my  Father's 
heart  and  mine  W(M'o  tlu^  sanus  Sdinelhing  might  occur  at'lcr 
my  death. 
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Mehinac^ 

My  Father,  tJiis  is  not  the  first  time  we  nave  come  to  you; 
they  who  have  the  medal  have  ah-eady  been  here  ;  we  beg  you  to 
give  us  others. 

My  Father,  here  we  are  with  you ;  it  is  Chicatalien  who  has 
come  to  take  your  hand  with  these  three  other  Chiefs. 

My  Father,  you  alone  have  strength,  we  know  that  you  are 
the  master  of  the  whole  country,  and  of  all  the  villages.  There- 
fore, My  Father,  we  beg  you  to  take  all  the  young  men  by  the 
hand,  that  they  may  be  peaceful  and  quiet. 

My  Father,  we  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  us,  you  who  have  all 
the  strength  in  your  hand,  and  to  take  care  of  these  Chiefs  who 
are  here,  and  of  the  women  and  Children  who  have  come  to 
greet  you. 

'  By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  I  beg  you  to  be  always  pleased  to  Listen  to  your 
Children,  and  that  the  fires  of  Detroit  may  be  peaceful. 

My  Father,  I  beg  you  to  have  pity  on  us  and  to  make  us  tell 
the  truth.  We  have  come  to  Listen  to  your  word,  and  we  will 
never  pay  any  heed  to  the  discourses  nor  to  the  evil  birds  that 
may  fly  about  in  our  villages. 

My  Father,  in  smoking  this  Calumet, we  smoke  three. 

My  Father,  here  are  two  young  men  whom  I  bring  to  you  in 
order  tliat  you  may  know  them.    One  of  them  is  my  son. 

My  Father,  behold  Chicatalien  presents  his  son  to  you,  a^^ 
I  present  mine. 

My  Fatlier,  when  we  shivll  fall  do^m,  we  think  that,  seeing 
ihoso  two  young  men  and  knowing  them,  you  will  at  ouco  raise 
us. 

iM6kinac  (Mikinak,  Mlkinac,  Miquinac)  as  early  as  IGOfi  was  one  of 
the  leaders  ot  an  attack  upon  the  Iroquois,  which  hroUo  for  a  time  the 
peace  made  with  the  tribes  of  the  upper  country  by  that  nation  on  be- 
half of  the  English.  Later  (1747),  his  loyalty  to  the  French  weakened, 
as  did  that  of  all  the  Ottawa  tribes  except  Kinousakis's.— Kd. 
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By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  you  will  perhaps  not  find  iny  speech  good  because 
I  have  no  Sense. 

My  Father,  the  reason  why  I  said  to  you  that  I  had  no  Sense 
is  because  we  amused  ourselves  drinking  and  Koutaouen  has 
lost  his  medal.  He  dared  not  present  himself  before  you  with 
empty  hands. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhaimois,  Governor^ 
general  of  New  f ranee,  to  the  Speeches  of  the  Outaouacs  of  De- 
troit, July  21,  17Jt2. 

My  Children,  you  must  have  no  doubt  regarding  the  pleasure 
I  have  felt  in  seeing  you  arrive  here  in  good  health. 

My  Children,  I  know  that  it  is  four  years  since  you  came  to 
see  me ;  the  time  has  seemed  long  and  I  have  been  lyonely.  I 
tell  you  once  more  that  I  expect  nothing  from  you  but  your 
hearts. 

My  Children,  I  will  always  repeat  what  I  have  said  to  you: 
that  I  wish  no  evil  affairs  to  happen  in  tlie  Places  where  my 
true  Children  are. 

My  Children,  I  have  learned  all  the  bad  news  you  heard  on 
your  arrival  at  Niagara,  and  the  Embarassmeiit  in  which  you 
■found  yourselves.  I  know  also  that  yon  asked  the  Command- 
ant for  oiins  to  defend  youi-sclves  in  case  of  attack,  and  that  he 
replied  to  you  that  Monsieur  de  Noyelle  had  restored  all  things 
to  order,  and  that  you  did  not  need  lliem. 

My  Childrfm,  you  were  right  in  not  l.i<t(Miin«r  to  tho  bnd  news 
that  was  told  you  on  vour  arrival  at  Del  roil,  ^'o\l  mu?t  remem- 
ber tliat  the  hurons  cleared  tliemselves  of  fhe  eliarge  Ivfore  you. 
Always  Ihink,  My  Cliildren,  llial  you  an^  rrlunuTiir  from  vay 
house,  l>ccauso  you  Are  present  to  me  at  all  tinw^s,  and  you  must 
not  move  in  any  matter,  without  first  learning  what  I  think. 

My  ChildrcMi,  it  is  right  that  all  your  young  nu^n  .<^hould  hnvo 
gone  on  tlu^  warpalh  against  our  Common  l^juMuies,  and  tli;it 
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those  who  remain  shoud  have  come  down  to  see  me.  I  willingly 
accept  their  present:  I  gladly  give  them  tokens  of  my  affection. 

By  four  brandies  of  Porcelain 

My  Children,  you  have  given  me  real  pleasure  by  Clearing 
my  sight.  I  had  long  desired  to  see  these  brave  Warriors  who 
are  here  before  me.  I  know  they  have  Sense,  and  therefore  I 
ask  them  to  strive  solely  for  good,  Listening  to  their  Chiefs. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  shall  never  be  weary  of  repeating  that  I  hava 
no  need  of  your  Furs  or  presents.  I  ask  only  for  true  Hearts. 
Yours  seem  sincere  judging  by  your  words.  I  have  never- 
doubted  them  nor  your  assertion  that  you  will  always  be  ready 
to  do  my  will. 

By  a  Collar 

Thou,  Kinousakis,  hast  told  me  thou  hast  never  traded  with 
the  English,  and  that  thou  hast  not  died  of  it.  The  Command- 
antis  have  reported  thy  conduct  to  me,  and  I  have  Been  so  satis- 
fied with  it,  that  I  cannot  refuse  thy  re<picst  to  grant  medals  to 
those  whom  thou  suggeslest  to  me. 

My  son,  I  know  that  thou  art  an  aged  man,  but  I  think  the 
master  of  life  will  preserve  thee  long  enough  to  allow  me  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  thee  Again.  Thou  must  know  that  I  ^nll 
Listen  to  thee  when  thy  haiuls  are  empty  as  I  wo\ild  if  they 
were  full. 

My  son,  I  will  give  tliet-  the  (\nioe  thou  liast  asked  of  me  to 
take  theo  home. 

My  son,  Monsieur  de  Noyan  has  Written  uie  what  tliou  hast 
said,  that  so  long  as  thou  livest  nothing  evil  will  over  happon 
at  Detroit,  because^  thy  heart  and  mine  Were  the  sanu\  1  ask 
theo  to  Exhort  thy  successor  to  Ixi  of  Uie  same  ^lind,  so  tliat  the 
land  may  always  be  peaceful. 
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To  Mehinac 

My  son,  it  is  not  today  that  I  have  made  thy  acquaintance 
and  first  seen  those  who  are  here  and  who  have  the  medal.  I 
will  ^ive  others  to  those  who  may  be  deserving  of  them,  when  I 
receive  some  from  France. 

My  son,  Chicatalien,  I  have  taken  thy  hand  with  pleasure, 
and  also  the  hands  of  the  three  Chiefs  with  thee. 

My  Children,  I  know  tliat  I  am  the  Master  of  the  whole 
Country,  and  of  all  the  villages  of  my  Children  who  Listen  to 
my  words  and  do  my  will.  Therefore  I  take  all  the  young  men 
by  the  hand,  and  order  them  to  live  in  peace  and  quietness. 

By  Presents 

My  Children,  it  Was  not  necessary  to  beg  me  to  have  pity  on 
you.  You  see  that  I  take  care  of  the  Chiefs,  the  women  and 
Children  who  have  come  to  see  me. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  so  long  as  you  do  my  will  and  that  of  the  Com- 
mandants whom  I  Send  to  announce  my  wishes  to  you,  I  shall 
always  be  disposed  to  Listen  favorably  to  you,  and  yov  iim 
warm  yourselves  in  peace  at  the  fires  kindled  at  Detroit. 

My  Children,  I  will  always  make  you  tell  the  truth  when 
you  pay  no  heed  to  the  evil  birds  that  may  fly  alx)ut  in  your 
village.  You  must  Listen  to  nothing  but  what  I  shall  say  to 
you,  or  what  may  be  said  to  you  on  my  behalf. 

My  son,  I  know  while  smoking  this  Calumet  that  it  contains 
three.  Thou  hast  given  me  pleasure  by  l>ringing  me  thy  two 
young  men  that  T  may  know  them.  As  Pi>i'»ii  ns  T  suw  them,  I 
loved  diem,  and  I  will  renuember  them.  I  reoonmiond  thee  to 
instill  nauglit  hut  good  ])riiu'ii)lo,s  inio  llu'ir  inind^.  ( 'lii^'iihilii  n 
has  given  me  the  same  pleasure  by  ])resoiiting  his  son  to  me. 
If  you  fall,  1  will  cause  you  to  he  litY(Ml  uj)  Uy  llu'se  two  young 
men. 
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By  a  Collar 

My  son,  I  shall  ever  find  good  all  that  may  come  from  thee, 
because  I  know  that  thine  is  a  right  Mind.  It  is  a  pity  that 
KoutaoiTon  should  have  lost  his  medal.  I  replace  it  for  him; 
let  him  be  careful  to  ke(*p  it  well ;  he  is  wrong  in  not  venturing 
to  present  himself  before  me  empty-handed,  because  I  am  satis- 
fied when  I  Listen  to  my  Children. 

My  Children,  all  the  Chiefs  promised  Monsieur  De  Noyan, 
as  he  Wrote  me,  not  to  go  to  Choueghen  any  more.  I  have 
learned  that  they  have  Sent  their  wives  there.  They  must 
know  that  this  is  the  same  as  if  they  had  gone  there  themselves, 
and  that  thisi  is  against  my  will. 


Speech  of  the  Poutouatamis  of  River  Si.  Joseph,  to  Mon- 
sieur the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Governor-general  of  New 
f ranee,  July  16,  1742. 

My  Fathei',  we  are  delighted  to  hear  that  the  King,  our 
Great  Father,  has  raised  you  to  higher  dignities.  He  knew  he 
was  giving  you  only  that  to  which  you  were  entitled,  and  that 
he  was  rewarding  your  services. 

My  Father,  we  have  been  Induced  to  come  down  on  account 
of  xhe  evil  things  whereof  we  were  told  we  were  accused.  We 
have  come  to  clear  ourselves.  It  is  Pilemou,^  Tchichaakane, 
Mekisslin,  and  O'quiyaouy  who  speak  to  you. 

My  Father,  the  Children  of  Monsieur  Mariu  have  accused  us 
of  having  killed  thirty  Frenchmen  in  tlie  Ilinois  country.  Wfe 
beg  you  not  to  believe  a  word  of  it.  Our  baud,  Consisting  of 
ten  men,  came  upon  a  Negro  who  Had  escaped ;  tliey  Took  hin\ 
with  llicm  on  tlie  war-path ;  lie  was  taken  from  their  hands  by 
the  French. 

My  Fatlior,  we  are  also  accused  of  having  killed  two  French- 
men, and  of  having  said  that  we  liad  done  so  to  avenge  ourselves. 

iPil6mou  had  previously  visited  Montreal  (1721).  See  Win  Hist. 
Oo»s.,  xvi,  p.  398.— Ed. 
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A  Frenchman  told  us  this  on  our  way  down.  We  Also  beg  you 
not  to  believe  it. 

My  Father,  T  have  come  without  desig-n  to  bring  you  these 
tidings. 

My  father,  at  the  time  the  blow  was  struck  at  le  Corbeau  (the 
Kaven),  we  said  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  that  we  had  no 
AVish  to  revenge  ourselves ;  that  our  Hearts  were  not  turned  to 
evil,  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  wished  to  forget  everything. 

My  Father,  we  ask  you  for  Dehestre  as  blacksmith,  and  that 
he  mjay  work  solely  for  himself,  because,  if  anybody  should 
receive  any  Remuneration  from  him,  he  would  be  obliged  to 
charge  usi  more  for  his  work.  We  ask  this  favor  of  you  in  the 
name  of  all  the  Chiefs  and  of  the  whole  village. 

My  Father,  when  last  we  came  here  you  said  to  us:  My 
Children,  come  and  see  me  next  year.  I  was  unable  to  ol)oy 
you  because  I  went  on  the  war-path  against  the  Chicachas. 

My  Father,  the  people  in  our  village  think  you  will  make  us 
drink  some  of  your  Milk. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  BeauJianiois,  Governor' 
general  of  Neiu  f ranee,  to  ihe  speech  of  the  Foutoualamis,  of 
River  8L  Joseph,  July  22,  17Ji2. 

My  Children,  it  has  given  me  much  pleasure  to  see  you.  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  the  compliment  you  pay  me  regarding 
the  new  diinnty  wherewith  the  King  has  honored  me. 

My  Children,  you  must  never  T,isten  to  bad  news.  I  have 
long  known  rilceiiiou,  'rcliicliajikniie,  Mekissilini,  and  Ocpiiya- 
ouy. 

My  Children,  I  have  never  lienrd  tluil  you  wore  ncciisod, 
either  in  the  direction  of  la  Baye  or  in  any  other  ph\ce,  of  hav- 
ing killed  Frenchmen.  You  arc  Cliildren  too  submissive  to 
your  Father,  to  be  guilty  of  such  evil  deeds.  You  savages  are 
to  be  pitied  because  you  believe  and  Tvisten  to  rvorvthing  tJiat 
is  said  to  you.  Do  you  not  know  that  if  yo\i  had  l>een  accused 
of  such  a  thing  I  should  have  nuule  my  thoughts  known  to  you 
long  Jigo  ? 
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My  Children,  in  future  have  no  ears  to  Hear  evil  discourses; 
never  Listen  to  any  words  but  mine,  and  those  that  may  be  car- 
ried to  you  on  my  behalf. 

My  Children,  I  am  surprised  that  you  should  still  speak  of 
the  death  of  lo  Ct)rbeau  [the  Raven].  You  must  be  aware  of 
all  I  have  done  to  have  that  unfortunate  affair  buried  deep 
dovm  in  the  earth.  You  renew  my  sorrow  because  I  loved  him 
greatly  and  he  was  attached  to  me.  I  think  your  hearts  are  not 
inclined  to  evil. 

My  Children,  I  grant  you  the  blacksmith  you  ask;  nobody 
shall  receive  any  remuneration  from  him;  I  do  not  think  any- 
body has.    I  will  order  him  to  work  for  you  at  cheap  rates. 

My  Children,  I  remember  well  that  when  last  you  came  to 
see  me,  I  told  you  to  come  back  The  following  year.  I  know 
that  you  went  on  the  war-path  against  the  Chicachas,  and  tliis 
Prevented  your  doing  so.  You  will  give  me  pleasure  by  contin- 
uing and  I  will  reward  your  zeal. 

My  Children,  I  know  you  complained  to  ^Monsieur  Coulon,* 
because  I  had  Sent  you  no  presents,  and  that  I  had  vSont  s^me 
to  the  Ouyatanons,  Kikapoux,  and  Maskoutins.  I  am  very 
happy  to  tell  you  that  I  treat  all  my  (^hildren  Alike  so  that  there 
may  be  no  jealousy  Between  them.  What  I  Sent  those  three 
ISTations,  was  in  answer  to  several  messages  they  had  sent  me. 

You  must  know  that  I  never  Send  presents  to  the  Posts  lest 
they  bo  lost,  as  has  frecpiently  happened.  j\rorcover,  it  pleases 
me  tJiat  ray  Children  receive  them  from  my  hand. 

My  Children,  I  give  you  proofs  of  my  affection ;  I  Send  some 
of  my  Milk  to  your  village  with  presents,  and  wherewith  to 
smoke  peacefully  on  your  mats. 

My  Children,  I  am  sorry  to  Be  obligixl  to  toll  you  that  yoll 
continue  to  go  and  get  bad  Milk  from  the  lui^xlisli,  which  spoils 
your  hearts  nnd  your  jMinds,  and  Prevents  you  from  paying 
your  debts.  I  am  informed  that  they  give  you  bad  im]>ressions. 
Therefore,  my  Children,  I  shall  not  l>e  pleased  witli  you  if  you 

1  Louis  Coulon  de  Villiers;  see  ante,  p.  128,  noto  1. — Eu. 
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continue ,  because  you  can  come  here  for  what  you  need  as  well 
as  you  can  go  to  the  English,  and,  moreover,  I  am  your  Father. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  am  told  that  every  year  you  decide  to  move 
your  village/  I  know  you  are  well  placed  wliere  you  are ;  my 
intention  is  that  you  remain  tliere.  By  tliis  Collar  I  replenisli 
your  fire,  and  take  away  all  the  bad  thoughts  that  may  be  in 
your  hearts. 

I  Send  to  Ouilamec,  Memidokay,  and  Ouasado  the  same 
things  I  give  you.  Tell  them  from  me  that  I  urge  them 
always  to  strive  to  do  what  is  right. 

Pilemou  and  Thichaakaue,  I  give  you  each  a  ^ledal,  and  a 
gorget  to  Okeyaouisse  (Oquiyaouy).  On  account  of  the  dis- 
tinction conferred  upon  you,  I  think  this  miark  of  honor  will 
Induce  you  to  strive  more  and  more  to  do  what  is  right,  to 
Listen  to  my  words,  and  to  do  my  will. 


Speeches  of  the  Scloux,  Sakis,  Renards,  Pucmis,  Sauieux  of 
la  pointe  de  Chagoiiatairjon,  and  folles  avoines,  io  Monsieur  ihe 
Marquis  de  Beauhannois,  Governor-general  of  New  f ranee,  on 
the  18th,  2Uh  and  25lli  of  July,  111^2.. 

TJi<e  Scioux 

My  Father,  wo  the  people  of  the  otlier  Side  of  tJie  half  of  tiie 
eartli,  are  very  happy  to  ap}>ear  before  you  today.  We  come  to 
ask  your  grace. 

My  Father,  we  hoard  tliroiigliout  the  earth  that  you  do  good 
to  all  your  Children.  We  said:  'Svhy  slioultl  wo  not  go  like 
the  others  and  jirosont  our  Cahimot;  perhaps  our  Father  will 
liavo  pity  on  us." 

My  Father,  wo  hoard  that  the  Sakis  and  T^^nanl?  had  in  their 
village  a  Chief  called  Monsieur  Marin.  Wo  said:  "tliey  are 
fortunato;  we  must  go  and  scn^  liiin  tliat.  lu^  may  smoke  our  c^ilu- 
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met  with  us,  and  we  must  Induce  the  Sakis  and  Eenards  to 
intercede  for  us,  that  he  may  receive  us." 

My  Father,  as  soon  as  Monsieur  Marin  had  smoked  our  Cal- 
umet, we  Sent  with  him  two  of  our  young  inen,  Ouabacha  and 
Sintez,  to  beg  you  for  life. 

My  Father,  when  our  young  men  returned  to  our  village,  they 
said  to  us:  "You  other  Chiefs,  My  Father  asks  for  you;  he 
wishes  to  see  you." 

My  Father,  we  begged  Monsieur  Marin  last  winter  to  bring 
us  to  you  to  ask  for  life.  We  are  indebted  to  him  for  having 
been  able  to  come  down  to  see  our  Father. 

My  Father,  we  have  had  no  other  will  than  that  of  Monsieur 
Marin,  and  yet  last  spring  umva  than  IGO  of  our  men  were 
killed,  without  counting  the  women  and  C'hildren.  We  have 
not  moved  to  revenge  ourselves  for  that  Blow,  because  he,  on 
your  behalf,  forbade  our  doing  so.  We  have  come  to  complain 
of  it  to  you. 

My  Father,  I  will  not  roj>eat  all  the  Blows  struck  at  us  by  the 
Outaouacs,  Sauteux,  and  other  Nations,  because  we  think  Mon- 
sieu  Marin  has  reported  them  to  you. 

The  same  on  the  2J^th  of  the  said  month 

My  Father,  I  feared  to  ho  badly  received  when  I  entered 
your  house,  but  I  found  you  had  tlie  kindness  to  receive  me  like 
the  others. 

My  Father,  we  would  not  have  ventured  to  ask  any  favor  of 
you,  had  we  not  found  two  of  our  Children,  who  began  to  cry 
when  they  saw  us.  As  we  wnio  from  so  far,  \v(\  Hope,  jMy 
Father,  that  you  will  not  refuse  us,  and  that  we  may  Take  them 
with  us. 

My  Fc'itlier,  I  should  be  proud  if  you  would  have  the  kindness 
to  give  us  our  two  Children,  wlio  wept  when  tlioy  saw  ns. 

My  Father,  though  1  am  a  Chief,  the  young  men  do  not 
always  ol)oy  my  will;  w"herofore  I  bog  you  to  have  pity  on  uu\ 

My  Faihor,  tJiis  Leads  me,  to  ask  you  to  grant  us  an  ollicor  iu 
our  vilhiges,  to  give  ns  Sense. 
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Sakis  and  Renards — B'l/  a  Collar 

My  Father,  when  I  first  came  to  beg  you  for  my  life,  you 
granted  it  to  me.  and  I  have  always  lived  from  that  time. 

My  Father,  when  I  came  here  I  asked  you  many  important 
tilings.  We  asked  you  for  a  Chief  to  guide  us,  and  you  granted 
us  one. 

My  Father,  you  gave  us  Monsieur  Marin;  we  thank  you  for 
it;  v.'o  are  pleased  with  him;  he  takes  good  o-nre  of  our  wives 
and  Children,  and  of  all  our  villages. 

My  Father,  when  you  gave  us  Monsieur  Marin,  you  said  to 
us:  "Listen  to  his  words,  they  are  mine."  He  said  tons: 
^^Move  your  village,  it  is  the  will  of  your  Father."  We  obeyed 
him. 

My  Father,  we  thank  you  for  having  given  us  that  Chief; 
through  him  we  live  in  peace. 

By  a  Collar 

My  Father,  we  have  Moved  our  fire;  we  are  a  day's  journey 
from  la  Baye,  our  fonner  village.  We  beg  yon  to  li.ive  pity  on 
us  and  to  tliink  no  evil  of  us. 

My  Father,  all  tlio  Froneli  Know  well  that  ;it  the  Place 
where  w^o  Were,  there  was  not  enough  to  live  'rii(M-(  fure 

wo  camped  a  little  higher  up. 

My  Father,  Monsieur  Marin  said  to  us:  *'You  Sakis  and 
Renards,  do  not  go  to  m'av  against  the  Children  of  your  Fntlier 
Onontio;  remain  quiet  at  home." 

My  Father,  we  replied  to  him  that  we  would  never  Go  to  war 
against  anybody;  if  we  are  attacked  we  will  defend  our>clvcs. 
And  shortly  afterward  the  Ilinois  killed  four  of  our  women. 

I  do  not  conceal  from  you,  'My  Fntlicr,  tluit  when  T  was  killed 
I  pursued  them.    We  killed  ten  and  made  five  prisoners. 

iThfse  were  tho  villuKCS  on  Little  Lak.-  Butte  iks  Morts.  a  wiiion- 
ing  of  Fox  River  just  below  Doty's  Islnml  in  Menaslm  township, 
Winnebago  County.  Sro  Grignon's  statement  of  location  of  Foxes,  in 
Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  iii,  p.  204;  also  Lawson.  "Outagamla  at  Meuasha,** 
In  Wis.  Hist.  Soc.  Proceedings,  1899.— Ed. 
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Mj  Father,  when  we  had  struck  that  blow  we  recognized 
them  as  our  brothers,  and  as  Children  of  the  same  Father.  We 
said  to  them:  ^'What  were  you  thinking  of  when  you  came  to 
strike  us  ?  You  are  very  fortunate  in  beirg  Children  of  Onon- 
tio;  otlierwise  we  should  bum  you.''  And  we  sent  them  home 
out  of  consideration  for  ycu. 

My  Father,  when  wo  arrived  at  the  village  of  the  follea 
avoines,  we  were  surprised  to  see  the  heads  of  two  of  our  men 
suspended  in  the  air.  We  said:  ^^how  can  it  be  that  we  are 
killed  by  our  true  brothers 

My  Father,  we  cannot  tell  you  all  that  may  have  happened 
since  we  left  our  village;  we  have  heard  that  war  parties  were 
in  the  field  going  in  our  direction.  We  know  not  what  nation 
ihey  will  strike. 

My  Father^  as  we  have  had  no  news  of  all  those  parties,  we 
know  not  what  has  happened :  therefore  we  fear  for  ourselves 
on  our  way  back.  You  only,  My  Father,  who  have  arras  of 
iron,  can  protect  us. 

My  Father,  it  has  afforded  us  pleasure  to  see  our  allies  from 
the  other  villages  receive  marks  of  distinction.  We  beg  you, 
My  Fatlier,  to  confer  similar  tokens  of  honor  on  us. 

Tlie  same  on  the  2JftJt  of  llui  said  )i\o}iih 

My  Father,  I  feared  you  on  niy  arrival  on  account  of  the 
blow  we  stinick  tlie  Ilinois,  although  we  were  not  the  first  to  be- 
gin. 

My  Father,  tliis  is  the  second  time  I  have  come  to  see  you, 
and  you  have  always  received  us  avoII. 

My  Father,  I  have  asked  yoii  no  favor  since  T  have  l>ccn  hero. 
I  expect  shortly  to  have  life  and  that  yon  Inwe  granted  it  to  mo. 
Therefore,  ^ly  Fath(>r,  we  Ix^g  you  to  give  ns  back  tlie  danglitor 
of  Ouachalard^  who  was  a  «>-r(>at  ('hief  with  us,  and  llie  daugh- 
ter of  Patohipao,  a  Saki  chief. - 

1  Ouachala;  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  index— En. 

2Appai('n(ly  the  hereditary  uanio  of  the  head  ohlrf  of  ihc  SaiiKs. 
One  Pashepalio  hehl  that  omce  in  the  time  of  the  Black  Hawk  War; 
see  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  x,  154.— Kn. 
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My  Father,  one  of  the  two  girls  I  ask  for  is  a  Renard  and 
the  other  a  Saki.  As  you  have  granted  us  our  lives,  I  do  not 
think  you  will  refuse  them  to  us. 

My  Father,  although  we  found  two  \var-])ai1:ies  going  in  our 
direction,  this  did  not  Prevent  our  coming  domi  to  see  you. 
We  know  not  what  may  have  happened. 

My  Father,  those  two  War  Parties  caune  us  apprehension ; 
they  will  perhaps  attack  the  Scioux  or  us;  we  have  ever\'thing 
to  fear. 

My  Father,  on  account  of  all  these  unfortunate  affairs,  we 
beg  you  to  recommend  Monsieur  Marin  who  brought  us  here  to 
take  us  back  quietly  to  our  villages  and  to  urge  him  to  depart, 
because  we  would  like  to  return  home  promptly,  owing  to  those 
War  parties. 

The  Puants 

My  Father,  you  told  us  to  go  and  Settle  at  la  Baye ;  one  half 
the  viUage  has  gone  there,  the  other  is  at  Iviviero  a  la  li<K:he. 

My  Father,  you  told  me  to  obey  Monsieur  ]\[arin ;  I  have 
done  so.  I  am  on  the  warriors'  Road.  I  cannot  Prevent  their 
passing;  all  I  can  do  is  to  stop  our  young  men.  ISTone  have 
yet  gone  to  war. 

My  father,  I  am  uneasy;  I  am:  Embarassed  at  seeing  Na- 
tions that  wish  to  disturb  the  land.  We  have  only  you  to  sup- 
port us. 

The  Sauteux — Bi/  a  Collar 

My  Fatlier,  I  have  nothing  to  say;  I  eamo  to  Listen  to  your 
words.  You  told  me  to  keep  quiet  and  to  not  disturb  tho  land 
any  more;  I  have  done  so. 

My  Father,  last  autumn  Monsieur  "Marin  Sent  a  Tx^ttcr  to 
Monsieur  de  Laronde,  who  said  to  us:  ''Go  my  Children,  go 
to  liiiii  ;  lie  asks  i'ov  you  on  behalf  of  your  l'\itlu'r." 

My  Father,  you  see  all  your  Children  here;  I  have  gouo 
through  their  villages. 

My  Father,  as  1  am  not  master  of  my  lx>dy.  1  Ivg  you  to 
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have  pity  on  me,  and  to  Teach  me  to  live  properly;  tliat  is 
what  I  Want  to  do. 

My  Father,  I  will  not  tell  you  What  I  have  done,  because 
I  think  Monsieur  Marin  and  Monsieur  de  la  Ex)nde  have  re- 
ported it  to  you.  Here  is  the  Message  of  the  Scinux,  Sakis, 
and  Renards  with  whom  I  have  made  Peace.  ^  I  bring  it  to 
you  that  you  may  keep  it,  because  it  would  much  better  be  in 
your  hands  than  in  mine. 

The  folUs-Avoines,  on  the  25tli  of  (he  said  month 

My  Father,  I  have  not  come  here  without  design.  Mon- 
sieur Marin  said  to  me:  ''man  a  Canoe  with  Chiefs,  go 
doAvn  below  that  you  may  yourselves  tell  your  Father  of  the 
Blow  you  struck."  I  obeyed  and  came  do\vn  as  you  see  us 
before  you. 

It  is  true.  My  Father,  that  we  did  wrong  in  striking  the 
Renards  our  brothers.  The  Chiefs  did  not  consent  to  it,  and 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  A  yoimg  Giddy-pate  committed 
the  deed  that  causes  us  so  much  Trouble  today. 

My  Father,  knowing  the  fault  I  have  committed,  I  come  to 
deliver  my  body  into  your  hands. 

My  Father,  never  have  I  done  evil,  because  I  have  always 
followed  your  advice  and  done  your  will.  It  has  seemed  to 
me  that  the  French  only  were  my  allies. 

My  Fatlier,  we  have  come  also  to  Listen  to  the  speeches  of 
the  Scioux,  Renards,  Sakis,  Puants,  and  Sauteux,  our  allies, 
your  Children,  who  have  come  down  here  to  ask  you  for  Peace 
and  quiet.  Wo  como  for  the  same  pur])oso,  and  have  no  doubt 
they  have  spokon  of  it  to  you. 

My  Father,  tho  reason  why  you  see  so  many  of  ns,  is  tlint 
I  have  brought  with  me  the  more  dangerous  of  tlio  young  War- 
riors, whom  I  have  bound,  so  that,  if  tho  Renards  Wish  to 
revenge  tJienisolves,  tliey  may  do  so  more  easily,  as  aw  have 
left  women,  only  in  our  village. 

My  Father,  I  know  not  what  to  do  to  give  an  opening  to 

iNotu  on  original  MS.:    "it  is  a  collar." 
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mj  Enemy,  that  he  may  revenge  himself  more  quietly.  We 
come  to  weep  near  you,  and  we  beg  you  to  settle  the  trouble 
we  are  now  in.    That  is  all  we  have  to  say  to  you. 


Reply  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauhamois,  Governor 
General  of  New  frame,  to  (he  speeches  of  the  Scioux,  Sakis, 

Renards,  Puants,  Sauteux  of  la  pouUe  de  Cha(joiianii(jo)i,  and 
folles-avoines,  Jidy  28,  l'7Ji2. 

To  the  Scioux 

My  Children,  you  are  right  in  saying  that  you  are  fortunate 
in  being  permitted  to  appear  today  l)efore  me,  in  being  granted 
the  favor  you  ask  of  me,  and  in  being  included  by  me  in  tlie 
number  of  my  true  Children. 

My  Children,  you  have  seen  for  yourselves  that  what  the 
whole  earth  told  you  is  true.  You  have  seen  also  that  I  have 
accepted  your  Calumet  and  have  smoked  it,  to  show  you  how 
I  wish  peace  and  quiet  to  reign,  amongst  the  Nations  of  my 
Children.    You  must  have  perceived  that  I  have  pity  on  you. 

My  Children,  I  saw  the  two  young  men  you  Sent  me, 
Ouabacha  and  Sintez.  I  replied  to  their  speeches.  They 
made  me,  indeed,  promises  on  your  behalf,  which  they  have 
not  kept,  because  the  same  Ouabacha  killed  one  of  my  French- 
men in  the  Kiver  of  the  Ilinois,  and  since  then  another  French- 
man has  been  killed  in  the  mississipi  country,  and  one  has 
been  captured,  whom  you  gave  the  Sakis  and  Kenards  to  be 
handed  over  to  Monsieur  Marin. 

My  Children,  you  would  have  done  mucli  l)cttor  lind  you 
Chiefs  come  down,  here  instead  of  Sending  yo\ing  moil.  Per- 
haps those  evil  things  wonld  not  liavo  liaiqx^nod,  because  yooi 
wonld  have  paid  more  attention  to  my  words. 

My  Children,  you  did  rightly  in  coming  i]ovn\  \v\\h  ^Um- 
sieur  Mnrin  to  lu^g  your  lives  of  me.  T  grant  thorn  to  you  on 
fjondition  that  no  evil  affair  shall  over  happen.  T  think  that 
all  yon  have  said  to  me  is  sincere,  and  conu^s  fn>ni  tbo  K>ttom 
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of  your  hearts.  You  must  not  forget  tliat  if  you  strike 
auotlier  evil  blow  I  will  let  loose  all  my  Frenchmen  and  the 
!N"ations  that  ask  no  better  than  to  swoop  down  on  your  vil- 
lages, to  revenge  tliemselves  for  all  you  have  done  in  tlie  past 

My  Children,  you  must  know  that  long  ago  I  Sent  an  officer  - 
with  Frenchm^en,  to  the  Cristinaux,  Monsonis,  and  Assiniboils 
to  bear  my  message  to  them,  and  tell  them  from  me  that  my 
intention  was  that  they  should  make  peace  with  you.  ^  Five 
years  ago  they  Sent  an  Envoy  from  tliose  three  ISTationa 
who  told  me  they  had  Sent  a  Collar,  a  Calumet  of  Peace,  and 
Black  Tobacco  to  your  villages,  and  two  years  had  elapsed 
without  their  getting  an  ansAver.  From  that  time  I  have  not 
ceased  to  give  orders  with  the  same  object,  and  I  will  give 
fresh  ones  to  conciliate  all  things.  Meanwhile  keep  quiet 
and  Listen  well  to  Monsieur  Marin  whom  I  send  back  with 
you.  As  durirxg  your  return  journey  you  may  meet  some  of 
your  people  coming  from  those  Places,  be  not  uneasy  about 
them.  You  can  come  and  get  them  next  year,  and  I  will 
deliver  them,  to  you.  This,  My  Children,  for  the  present, 
is  what  I  can  do  for  you,  and  for  the  tranq\iillity  of  your 
villages. 

My  Children,  Monsieur  Marin  has  told  me  of  all  the  blows 
that  have  been  struck  at  you,  by  the  various  Nations  Around 
you.  I  have  given  Collars  to  the  Qutaouacs  of  Missilimak- 
inac  and  Saguinan,  whom  you  met  on  the  way,  to  Prevent 
them  from  striking  you.  You  have  made  peace  wiili  iIip 
Sauteux  of  Chagouamigon.  I  urge  you  to  do  as  much  with 
the  Puants,  to  forget  all  that  has  been  done  on  both  sides,  and, 
when  you.  meet  while  hunting,  to  live  like  true  brothers,  as 
you  do  Avith  the  Sakis,  Kenards,  Folles-Avoines,  and  Pontou- 
atamis  who  are  here  present. 

1  Doubtless  Beauharnois  here  refers  to  the  jneparations  for  tho  estab- 
lishment of  the  first  Sioux  post,  and  probably  to  tbo  explorln>;  and 
fur-trade  projects  of  La  V6rendrye.— Ed. 
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Reply  to  ilicir  speeclies  of  the  2Jitli  of  the  said  month 

My  heart  is  good  ;  I  always  receive  iny  Children  with  pleas- 
ure when  I  see  that  they  repent  of  their  errors. 

I  give  you  your  two  Children  who  wept  when  they  saw  you. 
You  see  that  I  refuse  you  nothing,  in  the  Hope  that  you  will 
do  my  will. 

My  Children,  you  are  to  be  pitied,  if  your  young  men  Lis- 
ten not  to  your  words.  I  cannot  for  tlie  present  grant  you 
the  Chief  you  ask,  to  live  with  you,  and  give  you  Sense.  I 
must  first  see  how  you  behave,  and  whctl^c'r  your  regret  is 
sincere.  Meanwhile  your  needs  will  be  supplied.  I  give 
orders  to  Monsieur  Marin  to  report,  to  me  on  your  conduct. 

My  Children,  as  I  see  you  are  naked,  I  give  you  what  you 
need  to  cover  you  and  to  take  you  home.  Here  are  presents 
for  your  villages,  and  a  drink  of  my  Milk.  L<'t  them  make 
a  good  use  of  these  and  smoke  quietly  and  peacefully  on  their 
mats,  Listening  to  my  message. 

To  the  Sakis  and  liemnds 

My  Children,  I  am  delighted  that  you  have  lived  in  peace 
since  I  granted  you  your  lives,  and  that  j\[onsicur  Marin  has 
been  careful  to  maintain  tranquillity  in  all  your  villages. 

By  a  Collar 

My  (children,  I  am  glad  you  have  ])lace<l  your  village  in  the 
Spot  where  it  now  is,  since  you  could  not  find  subsistence  in 
the  former  one.  I  am  informed  that  you  are  not  all  gathered 
there  Yet,  and  that  some  arc  at  IMviero  a  la  K<H'he  j  Hock 
River],  others  at  Chikiigou  j  Chicago],  and  ^Foloaky  [Mil- 
waukee]. By  this  collar,  I  gather  you  nil  together  that  you 
may  form  but  one  and  the  same  village,  and  I  declare  to  yon 
that  I  will  no  more  consider  as  my  Childrcji,  those  who  do 
not  obey  me,  because  so  long  as  yo\i  are  scattered,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  avoid  evil  things  happening. 

My  Children,  Monsieur  Marin  was  right  in  tolling  you  not 
to  war  on  any  nation,  and  to  remain  (]uiet  on  your  nu\ti5. 
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Bij  a  Collar 

My  Children,  I  could  not  blame  you  for  defending  your- 
selves when  the  Ilinois  attacked  you.  I  am  pleased  with  you 
for  sending  back  the  captives  you  took  from  that  ISTation.  I 
have  Written  what  you  said  on  the  subject  to  the  commandant 
of  the  Ilinois,  and  have  ordered  him  to  Prevent  the  Ilinoia 
from  picking  any  further  quarrel  with  you.  By  this  Collar 
I  bar  the  road  to  them  against  you. 

My  Children,  I  have  heard  that  you  Listened  to  the  evil 
words  that  were  told  you  iu  the  Dirction  v-f  the  IMver  St. 
Joseph,  and  that  you  were  informed  that  my  intention  was 
to  gather  you  all  together,  in  order  the  more  easily  to  destroy 
you  all.  You  must  know  that  I  am  a  good  Father,  tluit  1  have 
frequently  given  you  proofs  of  it,  and  that  I  have  not  granted 
you  your  lives  to  take  them,  from  you.  Therefore,  in  future, 
listen  only  to  my  words,  and  those  which  may  be  carried  to 
you  on  my  behalf.  Consider  carefully  the  Collar  I  have  just 
given  you  to  gather  you  together,  and  those  given  you  by  !^^on- 
sieur  Marin  in  my  name  for  the  same  object. 

My  Children,  you  had  reason  to  be  sui*prised  at  seeing  your- 
selves killed  by  the  folles-avoinee,  your  true  brothers,  who  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  getting  themselves  into  trouble.  I  was  aa 
surprised  as  you  were.  They  liave  come  down  to  offer  repar- 
ation for  that  affair.  Here  they  are  present  with  all  their 
Warriors  whom  they  tell  me  they  have  brought,  so  that  you 
may  avenge  yourselves  more  easily,  as  they  have  left  womeji 
only  in  their  villages.  They  have  also  told  me  that  their 
Cliiefs  had  nothing  to  do  witJi  tliat  evil  deed,  which  was  comr 
mitt<^d  by  a  young  Giddy-pato,  and  this  g^^t  ihom  into  Troublo 
at  present.  Thoy  have  delivered  their  Bodies  and  those  of 
their  youug  men  to  me,  which  must  show  you  tlio  regret  tlioy 
feel. 

Monsieur  Marin  has  told  me  that  they  came  to  In  "Rayo,  to 
see  you  with  presents  to  cover  your  dead.    TTo  at  once  sent 
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Monsieur  de  Sacquespee^  to  carry  his  message,  by  which  he 
asked  your  warriors  to  weep  quietly  for  them,  pending  my 
decision,  which  he  would  make  known  to  them  on  his  return. 

As  to  thee,  my  son  Pemoussa,  I  am  pleased  with  thee  for 
having  accepted  their  presents,  and  for  having  Sent  Mekaga 
to  thy  village  to  settle  this  unfortunate  affair. 

My  son,  here  is  something  wherewith  to  cover  thy  dead,  and 
a  drink  of  my  Milk  to  relieve  the  hearts  of  the  afflicted  ones. 
I  Urge  thee  to  bury  this  unfortunate  affair  so  deep  that  it  will 
never  be  spoken  of  again.  It  would  be  a  pitv  to  wage  war 
against  your  brotliers  on  account  of  a  young  Giddy-pate. 

My  Children,  you  can  return  in  peace.  I  assure  you  that 
nothing  untoward  will  happen  on  the  way. 

Pemoussa,  and  Patchipao,  I  give  you  each  a  Medal,  to  Show 
you  that  I  am  satisfied  with  you,  and  with  the  good  Accounts 
Monsieur  Marin  has  given  me  of  your  conduct.  May  this 
mark  of  distinction  Induce  you  11101*0  and  more  to  do  my  will, 
and  to  strive  for  what  is  right.  Had  I  others,  I  would  have 
given  one  to  Poinaho,  and  I  wouhl  ha\o  Scut  another  to  Me- 
kaga.   It  will  be  done  next  year. 

My  Children,  as  I  have  given  you  life,  I  grant  you  tlie  daugh- 
ters of  Ouaclialard  and  Patchipao,  whom  you  have  asked  of 
me.  You  can  leave  whenever  you  please.  I  have  ordered 
Monsieur  Marin  to  make  haste. 

My  Children,  here  are  tokens  of  my  friendship  and  pres- 
ents for  your  villages.  1  ex[)e('t  ycu  lo  in;iko  a  gnod  n-e  of  them."* 

To  the  Puanis 

My  Children,  it  would  afford  mo  much  ]deasuro  to  see  you 
all  assembled  in  tlie  same  village.    I  charge  you  to  »ay  tliis 

1  Joachim  Sar(iuop6e,  sieur  de  Gonincomt;  born  in  1701.  ho  was 
made  second  ensign  in  tho  troops  \u  1755.  ;ind  di«Ml  near  tho  Mlssisippl 
about  1770— Ei). 

2For  reports  of  this  conference  with  the  Indians,  and  ropret.s  for  the 
expense  incurred  in  presents,  see  Beauharnoiss  letter  to  the  French 

Minislor  in  N.  V.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix.  p.  10:)S>.  -Ei>. 
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from  ma  to  those  who  are  at  Riviere  a  la  Roche,  and  that  if 
thej  will  not  do  my  will,  I  will  no  longer  look  upon  them  a3 
mj  true  Children. 

My  Children,  you  did  right  in  stopping  your  young  men 
who  wished  to  join  the  war-parties  that  passed  by  your  homes. 

My  Children,  I  will  always  support  you  so  long  as  you  lis- 
ten to  my  advice  and  do  my  will. 

As  for  you,  my  Children,  Serotchon  and  CheLaouois,  I  am 
very  sorry  I  have  no  more  medals.  Had  I  any  I  would  have 
conferred  that  token,  of  honor  upon  you  because  I  am  pleased 
with  you.    It  will  be  done  next  year. 

To  the  Sauteux 

My  Children,  you  did  rightly  in  coming  here  to  Listen  to 
my  w^ords.  I  am  pleased  that  you  have  remained  quiet,  and 
have  observed  what  I  told  you. 

My  Children^  I  am  glad  you  went  to  Monsieur  Marin,  on 
behalf  of  Monsieur  de  T.a  Ronde,  to  make  peace  with  the 
Scioux.  In  this  you  have  followed  out  my  intention.  It  ia 
good  that  you  should  live  all  Together  like  true  brothers. 

My  Children,  as  you  were  Sent  by  Monsieur  de  la  Ronde 
who  governs  you,  you  had  nothing  to  fear  while  passing  through 
the  villages  of  my  Children. 

My  Children,  as  T  sec  you  are  aiiiniatcd  by  favorable  dis- 
positions when  you  ask  me  how  you  are  to  Beliave,  you  have 
but  to  Listen  to  my  advice  which  will  be  announced  to  you 
by  Monsieur  do  La  Rondo  and  you  will  never  do  :\nytliing 
wrong. 

My  Children,  Messieurs  Marin  and  de  In  Rx^ndo  have  re- 
ported to  me  all  that  you  have  done.  I  will  carefully  keep 
tlie  message  given  you  by  ihe  Scioux,  Sakis,  and  Rcnards, 
with  whom  you  have  made  peace,  and  T  will  liave  it  showni  to 
you  whenever  you  conje  down  here,  so  as  to  make  you  remeau- 
bei^  it. 

My  Children,  here  are  things  wherowMth  to  wver  you  and 
for  your  return  home;  hero  also  are  presents  for  yo\ir  village, 
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with  a  drink  of  milk  and  wherewitK  to  smoke  quietly  on  your 
mats.  Urge  your  young  men  on  my  behalf  not  to  go  to  the 
Elnglish  any  more,  because  that  is  not  the  road  my  Children 
should  take,  and  moreover  they  can  receive  naught  but  bad 
impressions  there,  which  will  spoil  their  Hearts  and  Minds. 

To  the  follcs-avoines 

My  Children,  you  have  done  well  in  coming  down  here  and 
in  doing  what  Monsieur  Marin  told  you. 

My  Children,  you  committed  a  great  eiTor  in  striking  the 
Eenards  your  brothers.  I  am  sure  tlie  Chiefs  did  not  con- 
sent to  the  evil  deed,  and  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

My  Children,  you  have  done  riglitly  in  coming  to  place  your 
bodies  in  my  hands. 

My  Children,  I  know  you  have  never  got  yourselves  into 
trouble;  that  you  have  always  carried  out  my  intentions  and 
done  my  will  bec>use  you  are  truly  attached  to  me. 

My  Children,  I  son  greatly  pleased  that  you  also  have  come 
to  Listen  to  tlie  speeches  of  the  Scioux,  Eenards,  Sakis,  Puants, 
and  Sauteux,  my  Children,  who  have  come  down  here  to  ask 
me  for  peace,  and  that  you  have  come  with  the  same  object* 
They  have  spoken  to  me  and  you  must  have  Heard  my  replies. 

My  Children,  you  did  well  in  taking  the  precaution  to  bind 
the  more  dangerous  warrioi*s,  and  bring  tliem  here,  in  order 
to  Prevent  matters  becoming  worse.  I  think  that  ^lonsieur 
de  Sacquespee  with  Mekaga  will  liave  quieted  overs-thing  on 
botb  sides. 

My  Children,  it  is  good  that  you  have  given  your  luiemy 
an  opening,  by  leaving  only  women  in  ytiur  villago.  I  do  not 
think  they  have  wished  to  lake  advaiitngo  of  it.  You  havo 
just  seen  what  I  have  done  to  settle  this  matter.  On  your 
Part  I  recommended  you  to  give  the  Kenards  tlie  satisfaction 
that  is  due  to  Uiem,  and  to  tell  your  young  Giddy-patc  Uint 
he  must  be  careful  that  such  a  thing  does  not  occur  again. 

My  Children,  hero  are  pres<^nts  T  give  the  principal  Chiefs 
and  tlio  Distinguished  woukmi  who  ari*  with  you.     Here  aro 
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some  for  your  village  also.  All  this  should  Induce  you  to  live 
peacefully  and  quietly  witli  your  brothers. 

To  the  Six  Nations 

My  Children,  the  Council  that  has  been  !held  here  today, 
will  be  announced  by  the  officers  commanding  the  Posts  to  all 
the  ^sTations  My  Children, 


1742:    POSTS  TO  BE  AUCTIONED 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  5,  1742. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  press  mark,  "Canada, 
Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  77,  c.  11,  fol.  94."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  liavc  receivcd  the  Letter  you  did  me  The 
honor  of  Writing  Me  on  the  20th  of  April  last.  I  have  seen 
in  the  King's  Memorial  what  His  Majesty  has  enacted  with 
regard  to  the  Trade  and  Exploitation  of  the  Posts  of  the  upper 
Country.  I  do  not  think  there  mv  fuy,  Moiiscii^iioiir,  where 
the  officei's  cannot  Be  of  great  use;  othenvisc  T  wouhl  not  have 
sent  them  there. 

It  would  have  Been  desirable,  Monseigneur,  tliat  this  arrange- 
ment should  have  been  suspended,  and  that  you  should  Have 
Had  the  goodness  to  Commrunieate  it  to  mo  Ix^fore  Ordering 
its  Execution,  because  I  should  have  Had  tlio  honor  of  sub- 
mitting to  you  my  roprcsontat ions  en  lh<>  iui [x.ilanee  ot  (his 
subject. 

It  is  to  bo  feared,  Monseigneur,  tli;it  ;\s  soon  ;is  th(^  "iavniri^s 
learn  that  the  Posts  are  to  be  disix)sed  of  to  the  liiglicst  Bid- 
der, they  will  all  go  over  to  tJie  Engli^^h.  This  may  porhapa 
not  be  noticed  the  first  year,  but  it  may  hapjx^n  in  (ho  second. 
I  caiii  give  no  better  proof  of  this,  ^lonseignoiir,  than  the  pre- 
caution I  took  to  Prevent  tlie  Ouyatanons,  Petikokias,  Kika- 
poux,  and  Maskoutins  from  passing  by  Chouegbou,  as  you  will 
see  in  my  answers  to  their  Sp<\'ches,  and  llii^  ]>nuuiso  T  gave 
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them'  before  receiving  your  orders  to  put  the  Post  of  the  Ouya- 
tanons  on  the  License  system  like  that  of  Detroit,  on  their  Eepy- 
resentations  to  me  that  goods  would  he  sold  them  at  too  Dear  a 
rate.  Nevertheless  the  Trade  is  Carried  on  by  voyageurs^-and 
the  Com.mandant  has  only  3000  livres  per  annum  that  they 
give  him.  The  Commandant  of  River  St.  Joseph  is  on  the 
same  footing.  'Now,  how  can  I  keep  my  word,  and  at  the 
same  time  Carry  out  His  Majesty's  intentions. 

There  is  another  drawback,  Monseignieur,  in  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  respect  to  the  Post  of  Missilimakinac  and  in- 
serted in  tlie  King's  Memorial;  it  is  that  the  ]\Iissionar>^  shall 
Continue  to  enjoy  the  proceeds  from  the  forge,  and  that  an 
officer  second  in  commanad  is  unnocessnry.  \  <  u  will  x  c,  ^fon- 
seigneur,  by  the  speeches  of  those  savages,  that  they  asked 
me  to  allow  the  blacksmith  the  free(h)m  of  his  work,  which 
I  could  not  avoid  granting  them.  The  Poutouatamis  made 
me  tlie  same  request,  which  I  granted  also.  I  have  done  the 
same  for  the  Post  of  Detroit  in  tlie  .instructions  I  have  given 
the  Sieur  de  Celoron.  The  stratagems  resorted  to  by  the  Eng- 
lish to  attract  our  Savages,  compel  me  to  use  great  Circum- 
spection toward  Them,  and  to  Content  them  as  much  as  I  can. 

I  gave  Orders  to  the  Siour  do  Vercliercs  in  liis  iu>t nirl it»ns, 
to  send  tlio  officer  second  in  command  to  spend  tlie  winter 
Every  Year  Avith  the  Outaouacs  of  Saguinan,  to  Prevent  their 
trading  with  the  English.  Such,  Monseigneur,  is  the  use  of 
an  officer  second  in  command. 

All  these  precautions,  ^loiiseigiicur,— -which  iiiv  /.lai  and  the 
Experience  T  must  have  gained  with  r(\i>ard  to  the  ^fanner  of 
dealing  with  tlie  Nations,  led  to  to  take  l>eforc  T  received  \h% 
icing's  ordcis  —  \)\iwc  me,  as  1  hav(»  jii>(  had  the  h<  unr  o[  nh- 
sevving  to  yon,  in  a  state  of  Embarrassment  ii\m\  which  it 
bo  difficult  for  me  to  Extricate  myself,  espetdally  with  sav- 
ages who  are  kept  in  dieck  solely  by  careful  ^ranageineut,  and 
who  would  seize  the  first  pretext  to  break  the  word  tliey  have 
given  me  were  T  to  fail  to  keqi  mine.  Unaware  as  I  Was, 
Monseigneur,  of  tlu^  changv  yoii  have  dtMMn<>d  ex|HHliont  to 
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make  in  the  System  of  Exploiting  the  Posts,  I  acted  toward 
the  Nations  according  to  my  lights,  and  as  the  interests  of  the 
Service  Eeqiiired.  The  complaints  made  to  me  by  those  sav- 
ages that  there  is  only  one  Store  at  Each  Post,  and  their  rep- 
resentations that  if,  on  the  contrary,  there  were  several,  they 
would  get  goods  Cheaper,  led  me  to  promise  as  you  will  see, 
that  I  would  place  the  Posts  on  the  License  system,  on  the 
same  footing  as  Detroit.  In  order  to  keep  my  word  to  tliera, 
when  I  was  informed  that  persons  to  whom  I  gi'anted  Posts, 
sub-let  them  to  others  at  a  higlier  price,  I  compelled  the  per- 
son who  farmed  the  Post  to  go  tlicre  liimsclf,  and  I  cancelled 
their  Bargain,  because  this  Transaction  compelled  the  sub- 
lessee who  paid  a  higher  rent,  to  sell  goods  to  the  savages  at  a 
dearer  rate,  so  that  this  Was  a  pretext  to  induce  them  to  go 
to  the  English  for  what  they  needed.  Erom  tliis  argument 
it  may  be  Concluded,  Mo n seigneur,  that  as  Each  Post  may 
by  Competition  Be  raised  to  a  very  high  price,  they  will  be 
unable  to  give  their  Goods  otherwise  than  at  higher  rates  than 
those  of  the  ordinar>^  trade,  and  there  will  be  only  one  Store  at 
each  Post.  When  these  two  things  happen,  far  from  main- 
taining and  increasing  the  trade  of  the  Colony  by  means  of 
that  of  the  Upper  Country,  they  will  on  the  one  Hand  Cause 
the  Puin  of  many  private  individuals,  and  on  the  other  lo^veT 
the  opinion  they  have  of  the  Governor-General's  person  ow- 
ing to  the  changes  they  will  see  in  the  i)ruinise.s  given  tlicni, 
and  which  I  conld  not  avoid  giving  tliem. 

Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  lln'si^  irlK'cl inns,  llic  soh^  ob- 
ject whereof  on  my  ])art  is  tluj  welfare  of  the  son  ice  —  as  I 
flatter  myself  you  are  convinced  —  I  will  take  suitable  Pleas- 
ures with  Monsieur  hocquart  to  Reconcile  Hi?  !Nfaje8ty*»  in- 
terests with  those  of  the  Nations,  regarding  which  you  liavo 
so  often  recommended  me  to  act  with  Circunis]>ection,  and 
the  importance  whereof  I  fully  recognize.  T  consider,  ^fon- 
seigneur,  that  I  should  have  Deserved  your  reproaclies  bad 
I  not  pointed  out  to  you  the  drawbacks  that  may  arise,  tlirough 
tlio  System  on  which  the  Posts  will  b<^  ex]>loitod,  and  the  non- 
fulfillment of  rny  promises  to  the  Savages. 
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Moreover,  I  Beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  Be  convinced  that 
I  will  continue  to  exercise  careful  attention  in  the  choice  of 
the  officers  I  shall  appoint  to  the  command  of  the  various  Posts, 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  approve  the  List  I  shall  hfive 
the  honor  of  Sending  you  every  year.  The  same  applies  to 
the  distribution  T  shall  make  of  what  II i>  Majesty  is  jileascd 
to  continue  to  give  to  the  poor  families  of  this  country,  and 
which  I  think  T  have  hitherto  effected  with  the  discernment 
you  recommended  to  Me  In  View  of  their  Needs. 

I  remain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauiiaenois. 

Quebec,  September  5,  1742. 


1742:    SETTLEMENT  OF  DETROIT  HURONS;  JESUIT  INTER- 
FERENCE 

[Letter  of  Beaiiharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  15,  1742. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  75,  fol.  12L] 

Monseigneur — I  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  The  honor 
of  Writing  me  on  the  14th  of  February  hist,  with  reference  to 
the  hurons  of  Detroit. 

You  may  have  seen,  Monsei.<iiHMir,  by  all  iho  documents 
appended  to  my  despatch  of  the  17th  of  Se])temlKir  of  last  year 
that  I  acted  solely  in  consequence  of  tbi'  r(^p!\nliMl  nM^uost3 
of  those  savages,  of  the  Letters  from  llir  Si(Mir  De  Xoyaii  and 
from  Fatlier  do  la  l^ichardie.  Tliat  \\'ritl(Mi  by  the  latter  t<> 
FatJier  St.  Pe,  his  superior,  on  tJie  JUtb  o\'  \\vs\\^\.  1740,  wbich 
fell  by  accident  into  my  Hands  as  il  cniiic  to  M\  M<blr('s>,  and 
of  which  an  Extract  is  anncxcul,  Inid  (b'»'iJ(Ml  Mi^  to  pro- 
cautions  for  tbc  reiiioviil  of  th(^  X;:!ioii  fi'  m  ;i  lM;uv  wlinv  I 
considered  their  destruction  certain,  since  il  is  tr\io  tliat  Father 
do  la  Eichardie,  after  speakini:  of  ^rosst^  Isle  as  a  pbuv'  for 
their  Settlement,  wrote  that  iboui^lit  they  would  hardly 
live  more  in  peace  then^  than  at  Pet  roil. 
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The  conduct  of  tlie  Chiefs  toward  my  nephew,  did  not  orig- 
inate with  them,  but  Was  inspired  by  their  Missionary,  and 
I  can  give  you  no  better  proof  of  this,  Monseigneur,  than  to 
Send  you  an  Extract  from  his  Letter  Written  to  Father  l)u- 
jaunay  in  tlie  montli  of  December,  1741,  wherein  the  whole 
Mystery  is  unveiled,  and  the  proof  thereof  results  from  In- 
formation I  have  Had. 

If  that  Missionary  perceived  that  he  gave  no  pleasure  to 
My  Nephew  by  follo\ving  him  to  Sandoske,  this  clearly  proves 
that  he  Endeavored  to  thwart  him. 

You  may  see,  Monseigneur,  by  all  i  have  had  The  honor 
of  Writing  to  you  and  by  the  annexed  documents,  that  I  have 
taken  no  step  inconsistent  with  authority  and  dignity,  as 
Father  de  la  Richardie  Writes;  neither  have  I  ever  refused 
the  Hurons'  request  to  come  and  Settle  at  Montreal.  On  the 
contrary  I  have  Endeavored  to  keep  everything  calm  until  I 
could  see  how  the  affair  would  turn,  and  I  decided  to  lleniove 
them  from  Detroit  only  when  it  seemed  to  me  advisable  to 
do  so.  I  had  the  honor,  ]\ronseignenr,  of  RciK>rting  to  you 
on  this  matter  by  a  despatch  of  the  14th  of  Octol[)cr,  1740, 
and  by  anotJier  of  the  12th  of  May,  1741,  and  you  were  pleased 
to  write  me  on  the  2()tli  of  July  of  the  Same  year,  that  His 
Majesty  could  bnt  rely  on  me  for  Carrying  out  my  views  with 
regard  to  those  Savnges. 

Tlie  Ea.tlier  was  right  when  he  wrote  to  Father  Dujaunay, 
that  tlie  three  hurons  wlio  came  down  with  My  Nejilunv  wtnild 
not  say  a  word;  he  Was  <piite  sure  of  his  facts. 

I  imagine,  MonseigiUMir,  that  what  IxmI  hitn  to  induce  the 
burons  not  to  come  down,  was  tinU  he  thouglil,  from  wiiat  may 
have  been  told  him,  that  Monsieur  I'iquet  w;vs  having  Cabins 
erected  at  the  Lake  of  two  Mountains,  and  clearings  made, 
to  receive  the  hurons.  They  who  Wrote  to  him  on  tlu^  s\ib- 
ject  were  not  aware  that  such  Cabins  and  clearings,  Woro  in- 
tended for  Uie  Algoiddns  and  i^lepissingiu's  \V:in.l<'ring  in  the 
Interior,  as  I  had  The  honor  of  informing  yon  by  my  des- 
patch of  the  12th  of  May,  1741. 

I  wa.s  not  Desirons  of  E.st.ablishing        Iniron^  nl  L:r.»--<'  Islo, 
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jSFotw  ithstanding  what  Father  de  la  Richardie  Wrote  to  hia 
superior,  with  reference  to  my  acting  in  Concert  with  him. 
You  will  seei,  Monseigneur,  by  the  Letter  I  Wrote  him  on  the 
80th  of  August,  1741,  that  I  said  to  him  that,  previous  to  tlie 
quarrel  of  the  hurons  with  the  Nations  of  Detroit,  there  Waa 
no  mention  of  the  sterility  of  their  Fields,  and  that  my  inten- 
tion Was  not  that  they  should  go  and  Settle  there.  He  has 
not  as  yet  sent  any  answer  to  that  Letter.  It  will  be  easy 
for  you  to  see  that  those  Fathers  want  to  have,  a  share  in  the 
Government,  which  is  very  pernicious  inasmuch  as  they  make 
the  savages  act  according  to  their  Ideas  and  their  interested 
views. 

According  to  the  last  News  from  Detroit,  it  is  stated  that 
the  hurons  would  not  live  at  grosse  Isle;  that  they  were  going 
to  est,ablish  themselves  at  hi  belle  [Oliio]  Tvivirre  and  wc.idd 
Seek  only  to  Go  away.  I  fear  they  will  Carry  out  their  do- 
sign,  because  so  long  as  they  are  at  Peace  with,  tlie  I'etes- 
plates,  they  Avill  ne\^er  live  in  quiet  with  the  Nations  they 
have  Betrayed,  uuIcfs  tliey  Avar  against  tlicni.  Lhis  was  the 
plan  I  had  thought  of,  but  Father  de  la  Richardie  again  op- 
posed it  as  you  may  see,  on  seigneur,  by  the  Extract  from 
his  Letter  Written  to  Father  St.  Pe  on  the  10th  of  June,  1741. 

I  am  well  aware,  Monseigiieur,  that  the  Uemoval  of  the 
hurons  would  have  entailed  considerable  ex-pens'^,  and  this  led 
me  to  Seek  to  Settle  their  awkward  affair.  Nevertheless 
they  could  not  have  represented  to  me  that  they  acted  in  obe- 
dience to  my  orders,  inasmuch  as  they  had  asked  me  and  had 
.several  times  caused  UKi  to  be  ask(>(l  to  hr  allowed  to  Settle 
near  mo  for  their  own  Tranquillity  aiul  that  of  their  wives 
and  Cliildreii.  If  those  savages  go  tola  brllc  K  i  \  iTre,  lliey 
will  soon  go  to  the  Tctes  plates,  and  In^'ome  tlie  Mnoniiea  of 
all  the  Nations. 

I  hav^o  been  informed,  Monseignieiir,  by  two  credible  ]>or- 
souis,  that  the  English  Governor  of  the  neigldi.u'ing  country 
had  Written  to  Father  do  la  Kichardio  that  if  tlie  Inirona 
would  go  and  Settle  th(>r(\  tbey  might  practice  their  IMigion, 
and  lio  might  act  as  their  Missionary. 
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There  is  nothing  the  English  do  not  practise  to  Bribe  our 
savages  and  attract  tliem  to  them.  I  watch  and  have  watch 
kept  constantly  to  frustrate  their  designs.  I  might  flatter  my- 
self that  I  could  succeed  Were  I  not  thwarted  as  I  have  hith- 
erto Been,  without  being  able  to  apply  any  remedy  as  you 
may  see.  If  the  ]N"ews  of  the  hurons'  design  ba  confirmed,'  I 
will  take  the  most  rightful  means  to  frustrate  it,  and  shall 
have  the  honor  to  Eeport  to  you  thereon. 

Before  receiving  His  Majesty's  orders,  I  Had  decided  to  take 
no  steps  to  remove  the  hurons,  because  I  liad  Been  infonned 
that  they  Were  not  in  accord.  I  spoke  to  the  three  Chiefs 
Avho  Were  in  Montreal  on  the  28th  of  June  last,  and  sent  tliem 
back  to  their  village.  I  have  The  honor  of  appending  the 
Duplicate  of  my  speech ;  the  original  was  sent  by  the  trans- 
port ''Canada." 

I  have  sent  the  Sieair  de  Celeron  to  be  Commandant  at  De- 
troit in  the  place  of  the  Sieur  De  JSToyan.  I  gave  him  orders 
to  exercise  the  Strictest  supervision  to  prevent  all  Outside 
Trade  at  that  Place,  to  arrest  all  offenders  and  Send  tliem  to 
Me  in  close  custody. 

1  handed  him  a  Copy  of  my  words  to  the  hurons,  with  in- 
structions to  gather  them  together  and  repeat  the  same  to  them. 

I  also  gave  him  orders  to  allow  the  French  Settled  at  tlie 
Post  and  the  voyageurs,  to  trade  at  grosse  isle,  and  even  to 
Settle  there  if  they  deem  expedient. 

I  Ordered  liim  to  watcli  and  to  have  Strict  walch  ko-pt 
to  prevent  all  fraudulent  Trade  at  tliat  Place,  and,  in  the  Event 
of  his  observing  any  Abuses  and  of  its  being  necessary  to  erect 
a  fort  to  put  a  stop  to  the  same,  he  was  to  notify  mo  promptly. 

Nevertheless,  MonsciiiTie\ir,  T  have  soon  what  you  are  pleased 
to  order  with  reference  to  the  Establishment  of  that  Post, 
I  shall  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  what  I  have  done 
in  this  respect  by  another  despatch. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  Uospcct,  ^lonsoignour,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Sei*vant, 

Brauharnois 

QoKiiEC,  September  1.^,  1742. 
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1742:    OFFICIAL  REPORTS  OF  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  UPPER 

COUNTRY. 

[Letters  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Sept.  24,  1742.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  77,  fols. 
108,  335.] 

Several  of  the  Algonkins  and  The  ^NTepispuigues  scattered 
through  the  Land  came  to  settle  at  the  Lake  of  the  two  mount- 
ains, and  a  gTeat  many  others  arc  to  come.  The  good  treat- 
ment they  recoivo  from  the  missionaries,  and  the  cxix'uses 
which  the  latter  incur  in  subscribing  to  keep  up  the  Establish- 
ment will  gradually  bring  about  the  settlement  of  the  Savages 
in  this  place. 

He  begs  for  the  continuance  during  some  years  of  ihe  fund 
of  2000  livres,  which,  was  granted  last  year  On  the  product 
of  the  Licenses;  And  he  represents  that  it  is  to  be  wished  for 
the  good  of  the  seiTice  that  the  King  should  have  granted  the 
15000  lires  which  had  lx;en  asked  for. 

The  Chief  Pendalouan,  an  outaouai,  came  down  to  !Mont- 
real  to  excuse  His  past  conduct.  And  said  he  did  not  ask  to  bo 
re-established  until  he  was  judged  wortliy  of  it.  This  savago 
was  very  Helnl'ul  to  th(^,  Sieiir  Celoron  iu  the  negotiation 
which  he  undertx)ok  in  order  to  prevent  the  outaouais  of  ^licli- 
ilimakinac  fron^  quitting  tliat  Post. 

The  conduct  of  the  Sieur  ]\huin.  in  his  dealings  witli  the 
Scioux,  as  well  as  with  the  Sakis,  Kenards,  folles  avoine-^,  and 
sauteux,  who  came  down  to  Montreal  witli  him  last  year,  ought 
to  show  that  the  Idea  which  has  always  been  ontoiiained  of 
the  Talents  of  this  oilicer  is  correct.  This  motive  and  tho 
progress  he  has  made  in  His  negotiations  have  (irvidod  liim 
to  send  him  back,  ospiH'ially  as  lie  bad  given  His  wonl  to  theso 
Savages  to  bring  tliem  back  in  Safety.  He  asks  appro\  al  of 
his  action.^ 

This  officer  has  infonncd  liiin  that,  iluring  His  jounn^v  two 
1  Note  on  original  MS.:    "He  has  boon  ordered  to  rocnll  him  " 
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parties  of  outaouais  and  Sauteux  "had  killed  a  Scioux  and  a 
Eenard,  a  matter  whicli  he  will  find  diffiicult  to  accx>nunjDdate.^ 


MoKSMGNEUR — I  liavG  rcccivcd  tlic  letter  which  you  dil  me 
the  honor  of  Writing  the  15th  of  April  last.  You  will  see 
by  the  speech  of  the  Chaouanons,  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  Sending  to  you  by  the  transport-ship  "Canada,"  with  my 
replies  of  which  I  add  duplicates,  that  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  all  their  promises  to  me  in  regard  to  their  Removal 
to  the  Prairie  of  the  Maskoutins,  near  the  Oiiyatanons,  as 
they  have  Been  tam]>crod  with  by  the  English  in  order  to  in- 
duce them  to  make  Peace  with  the  Tetes  plates  and  to  Settle 
on  the  ('licrakis  [Tennessee]  Iliver.  I  will,  however,  vSjoare 
no  pains  to  oppose  this  Transplantation,  in  order  not  to  lose 
this  Niation  which  is  as  docile  as  it  is  inc<jnstant.,  Perhaps 
what  I  have  said  to  them  will  make  an  impression  and  inspire 
them  with  the  fear  of  becoming  Enemies  of  the  other  Nations. 

Several  Algonkins  and  JSTepissingues,  who  Were  Roaming 
round  the  Country,  have  come  to  Settle  at  the  Lake  <>i"  the 
two  'Mountains;  and  I  am  infonnod  tluit  many  others  are  to 
com©  there.  The  good  Treatment  that  they  receive  from 
the  Missionaries,  and  tlie  expenses  into  which  they  Have 
Entered  in  subscribing  for  the  maintenance  of  this  Establish- 
ment will  gradually  bring  about  a  reunion  of  lliese  Savages 
in  this  Place;  Especially  with  the  additional  Help  afforded 
by  the  2000  livres  which  the  King  has  condescended  to  grant 
for  that  purpose  this  year.  Out  of  the  pi'oeeeds  of  the  licenses. 
It  is  to  bo  wished  that  His  Maj(\sty  shouhl  hnve  <K'eided  to 
grant  the  15000  livres  which  T  hnd  luAvA  for  for  the  nvx'iU 
of  tlieso  Nations.  But  as  lie  has  not  jtulgcd  thh  oxpodiont, 
I  beg  you,  JMonseigncur,  to  continu(>  in  ilieir  favor  f«»r  stMuo 
years  this  same  fund  of  2000  livres.  \  will  six>  that  it  is  dis- 
bursed with  Exactness  in  favor  of  these  savages,  and  will 

iThis  first  part  is  the  ministorial  abstract,  made  prolnibly  for  sub- 
mission to  the  king.— El). 
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have  tlie  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  progress  made  in  this 
Mission. 

I  have  not,  Monseigneur,  received  any  news  as  Yet  of  the 
Sieiir  de  la  Verendrye,  which  leads  me  to  think  that  he  has 
followed  up  his  discoveiy.  Father  Coquart/  who  has  passed 
the  winter  at  Kamanistigouia,  Wrote  me  on  May  26th  last 
that  Lacolle,  [a]  Monsonis  war-chief  of  Lac  de  la  Pln\e 
[Rainy  Lake],  had  formed  in  September  a  party  of  more  than 
200  men,  the  majority  of  whom  Were  Cristinaux  and  Assini- 
boels;  that  they  had  Attacked  the  Scioux  of  the  Prairies,  that 
70  Warriors  of  this  ISTation  were  killed,  without  counting  the 
women  and  children;  and  that  the  number  of  Slaves  Was  so 
great  that,  according  to  the  report  and  the  Expression  of  the 
Savages,  they  occupied  in  their  march  morti  than  i\>\\v  ar- 
pents;  that  the  band  of  Lacolle  had  lost  only  six  men;  and 
that  there  were  many  Wounded,  as  they  had  fought  during 
four  days.  He  added  that  tlie  Sieur  de  la  Verendr)e  did 
everything  he  could  to  prevent  this  fight,  but  that  jiresents 
and  arguments  had  made  no  impression  on  the  Mind  of  this 
Chief.  He  says  that  this  defeat  will  not  facilitate  matters 
for  the  Sieur  de  la  Vercndrye ;  that  there  will  ho  more  Slaves 
than  packages;  that  the  Savages  wcm'c  ht'giiiiiiiiL':  1<>  ^lir  Ai:.iiii, 
and  that  they  had  already  sung  llie  war-song.  All  these  cir- 
cumstances arc  not  easy  to  reconcile  with  the  arrangements 
which  his  Majesty  prescribes  for  us  to  Follow,  in  a  circular 
letter.  ]Iowever,  ^lonseigneur,  Monsicin-  IbKMpiari  and  I 
will  consider  what  decision  is  to  be  taken  for  the  good  of  the 
service  and  for  the  furtherance  of  everything. 

Since  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writing  you  last  year  regarding 
Bomc  Frenchmen  kilh-d   hy  the  (  hicachas,  they  have  killed 

1  Claude  Godefroy  Coquart,  born  in  ITor.,  came  to  Canada  about  1738. 
After  three  yeare'  service  at  Quebec,  hv  Avns  appointed  chaplain  for 
V6rendrye's  forces,  and  set  forth  for  (he  uppi'r  country;  but  he  did  not 
winter  with  that  e\plor»>r  \intil  174:V  lt.  \Nhcn  he  is  Known  to  have 
been  at  Fort  La  Heine.  After  174G  he  served  the  Saguenay  mission, 
dyinf.^  at  Chicoutinii  in  17t;r).  His  linguistic  work  wasi  in  the  .MenaKl 
lan!;ua^c,  for  which  he  i)r-j);irc(l  a  s;raunn;»r  and  :\  dici  iouiirx .  Ki» 
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ten  others  on  Oct.  15th  at  the  iron  mine  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Ouabache/ 

According  to  the  journal  of  the  Sieur  de  St.  Ange,^  it 
seems  that,  since  March  12th  of  last  year  up  to  Aug.  12th, 
there  have  Been  616  Savages  of  different  JSTations  who  have 
Been  on  the  warpath  against  the  Chicachas,  without  includ- 
ing the  hurons  at  Detroit.  Their  progress  has  not  exceeded 
19  prisoners  and  16  scalps.  The  hurons  have  taken  25  Slaves 
and  Scalps.  If  I  learn  of  any  furthei'  attack  made  upon 
Them,  before  the  sailing  of  the  last  Vessels,  I  will  have  the 
honor  of  reporting  it  to  you. 

You  will  see,  Monseigneur,  by  the  words  of  the  Outaouacs 
of  Missilimakinac  and  by  my  answers,  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  Sending  to  you  by  tlie  transport-ship  "Canada,"  and 
of  whicli  I  enclose  duplicate-copy,  that  these  Savages  all  as- 
sembled at  Tarbre  croche  which  is  one  of  the  three  Places 
that  I  had  designated,  and  that  it  is  their  purpose  not  to  re- 
move. It  is  certain,  Monseigneur,  that  their  Removal  would 
have  been  very  prejudicial  to  the  Commerce  of  the  Upper 
Country. 

Pendalouan  came  down  with  the  Sieur  de  Celoron.  He 
begged  me  to  open  his  moutli,  Avhich  he  had  kept  closed  since 
His  disgrace.  He  Excused  himself  as  best  he  could.  He 
Bey^ealed  that  he  did  not  ask  me  to  give  back  the  Medal  which 
I  had  taken  from  him,  nor  to  reinstate  him  in  His  dignity 
as  chief,  but  that  he  l>egged  me  only  to  forget  all  that  had 
hflppc-r.ed.    I  answered  that  I  wiis  willing  on  condition  that 

1  This  refers  to  the  locality  on  the  Mississippi,  not  far  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  now  known  as  Iron  BanUa.  Jolllot  and  Mnrquetta 
noticed  the  hluff  (17G3),  and  remarked  on  the  iwsslbllity  of  a  mine  at 
that  point;  but  Father  Gravier  (1700)  gave  a  discouraging  report  of 
the  ore.  For  a  good  description  of  the  appearance  of  the  bhiffs,  see 
"Cuming's  Tour"  in  Thwaltes  (ed.),  Early  Western  Travels  (Clove- 
land,  1904),  iv,  p.  280.-~Ei). 

2Louis  St.  Ange,  Sieur  do  Bellerive.  was  commandant  at  Vlncenncs 
from  17:iG  to  17G4.  Sec  his  own  aindavlt  to  that  oltoct  lu  Indiana  Hist. 
Soc.  rnblications,  ii,  p.  4:50.— En. 
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he  should  never  do  anything  to  displease  me,  and  that,  in  Ac- 
cordance with  the  Testimony  which  Monsieur  de  Vercheres 
should  o-ive  as  to  his  Conduct,  I  would  reinstate  him  as  chief. 
I  sent  him  back  with  some  presents.  The  Sieur  de  Celoron 
has  assured  me  that  he  was  very  Helpful  to  him  in  His  Under- 
taking. 

The  Js"ontagues,  [Onondaga]  came  down  thi^  year  v/ith 
a  Goyagouin,  [Cayuga]  and  later  tiie  Sonontonans  [Seneca] 
came.  You  mil  see,  Monseigneur,  by  their  words  that  these 
savages  appear  to  be  very  well  disposed  Toward  us.  The 
Sieur  de  Joncaire  has  assured  mc  tliat  they  Would  at  lea>t 
be  neutral  If  we  should  have  a  war  with  the  English.  I  have 
Had  the  honor  of  Sending  you  these  communications  by  tl;e 
transport-ship  "Canada,''  with  my  o^ti  answers  of  which  I 
enclose  a  Copy.  I  will  add,  in  roganl  to  tJie  Sonontonans, 
that  I  gave  a  Flag  to  them,  which  Theouatakoute  took  in  Hi3 
arms  during  the  Council,  saying  to  me:  "My  Father,  I  will 
die  rather  than  let  the  English  make  me  tlirow  this  do^n, 
and  I  will  carry  it  among  Them  when  passing  Choueghcn. 

I  am  very  glad,  Monseigneur,  that  His  Majesty  has  deigned 
to  approve  the  arrangement  that  I  have  made  in  regard  to 
the  hurons  of  Lorette  and  the  Iroquois  of  the  Lake  of  the  two 
Mountains.  •  I  have  noted  what  you  have  favored  me  with 
in  another  communication  with  regard  to  what  has  occurred 
among  the  Iroquois  of  Sault  St.  Louis,  which  I  shall  Have 
the  honor  of  answering. 

Ou  Octol)cr  2S  of  last  year,  the,  great  eliief  OnakanlajK'.  a 
Scioux,  with  four  other  Chiefs  of  his  Village,  and  several 
war-Chiefs,  came  to  see  the  Sieur  flavin  in  order  to  beg  him 
to  take  pity  on  them,  and  to  employ  His  inflnonco  with  me 
to  obtain  pardon  for  their  past  faults.  He  told  theui  to  go 
down  and  ask  for  it  'IMumii-i  Ivc-.  ()uak;!nlMiu'  and  Ouasi- 
kouty^  came  down  with  tlu?  Sieur  ]\larin.    They  were  accom- 

lOuaUantapi  ( Wakandapi)  was  the  liorcdKary  name  of  tho  chief  of 
one  tribo  of  Sioux.  For  previous  luontlon  of  this  tribosman.  siv  Wis. 
Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  187,  :104.    Possibly  OuaslKouty  was  of  the  Ouast- 

coutetons,  a  tribe  of  west(>ru  Sioux:  ibid,  v.  103.— En. 
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panied  by  the  Sakis,  Eenards,  Puants,  folles-avoines,  and 
Sauteux  of  la  pointe  de  Ohagouamigon.  You  will  see,  Mon- 
seigneur,  by  the  speeches  of  all  these  savages,  which  I  have 
likewise  Had  the  honor  of  Sending  to  you  with  my  Answers 
by  the  transport-ship  "Canada,"  and  of  which  I  enclose  Du- 
plicates, how  they  seem  disposed,  in  which  disposition  I 
could  not  but  appear  at  least  to  Trust;  and  in  order  to  give 
them  a  greater  proof  of  this.  Upon  the  request  which  the 
former  made,  together  with  the  Sakis  and  Renards,  to  grant 
them  four  of  their  people,  who  were  Slaves  at  Montreal,  I 
permitted  them  to  Take  thenii  back  in  case  they  wished  to 
Follow  thorn.  Only  the  daughter  of  Oiiaclialart,  a  Fox,  ac- 
cepted this  peiTiiissioii ;  Avhicli  gave  mo  an  opportunity  of  Show- 
ing them  with  what  mildness  the  French  had  treated  tliem. 
And  as  the  Scioux  migl-t  tliink  that  we  had  dissuaded  these 
Slaves  from  following  them,  I  gave  orders  to  the  Sieur  Marin 
to  take  any  two  they  chose  out  of  those  that  were  captured 
in  the  Attack  which  Lacolle  made  On  Them,  in  case  tliey  met 
any  of  them  on  their  way  back.  I  informed  them  of  this  in 
my  Cabinet,  telling  them  that  if  They  behaved  as  they  prom- 
ised to  do,  and  if  I  Received  certain  Proofs  of  this,  they 
might  come  down  next  year  with  a  number  of  chiefs,  and  I 
would  have  all  tlicir  Slaves  restored,  aiul  would  grant  ihvm 
a  Commandant.  To  this  Ouakantape  answered  that  he  would 
come  down,  but  that  ho  was  not  Sure  as  to  the  ninnbiM"  who 
would  come  down  with  him.  I  believe,  Monseigneur,  that 
I  could  not  find  a  better  Expedient  for  controlling  thorn,  be- 
cause the  Hope  of  getting  bnck  their  Slaves  will  Restrain 
them  from  all  violence. 

I  have  seen,  Monseigneur,  by  your  favor  of  last  year,  havf 
little  success  you  exjUM'tcMl  iVoiu  tho  ISTogntiii lions  of  tlio  Sionr 
Marin,  both  among  the  Scion x  and  the  Renards  and  Sakia. 
The  conviction  that  I  had  to  tlie  contrar^^  led  mo  U>  take  the 
liberty  of  answering  on  that  occasion  that  I  know  him  to  be 
one  of  the  most  capable  men  for  fulfilling  the  mission  eni- 
trusted  to  himi.    The  success  obtained  by  tJiis  ofiicor,  both 
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among  the  Scioux  and  with  the  five  other  ISTations  who  came 
down  with  him  this  Summer,  must  have  proved  to  you,  Mon- 
seignour,  that  the  idea  which  I  Had  formed  of  His  Talents,  in 
the  matter  of  negotiating  with  tlio  savages,  Was  Avell  founded. 
It  is  these  Reasons,  and  also  the  progress  which  he  has  made, 
that  decided  me  not  to  hesitate  about  Sending  him  hack, 
especially  as  he  had  given  His  word  tx>  these  savages  to  bring 
Them  home  in  Safety,  and  as  the  good  of  the  service  liequired 
His  presence.  He  Wrote  me  from  the  portage  of  the  great 
Calumet,^  on  the  16th  of  August  last,  that  he  had  learned 
tliat  the  two  war-})arties,  one  of  Oiitaouacs  and  tlie  oilier  of 
Sauteux  from  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  had  killed  a  Scioux  an.d 
a  Renard.  He  says  that  he  will  have  great  Difficulty  in 
arranging  this  trouble,  but  that  he  has  neglected  nothing  to 
avoid  any  mischievous  Consequences.  The  Sieur  de  Ver- 
cheres  has  written  the  same  thing  to  me.  Accordingly  I  flat- 
ter myself,  Mon seigneur,  that  in  these  eiivumstances  you  will 
approve  my  Ordering  him  to  return  as  Commandant. 

I  am  with  vei-y  groat  Respect,  IMonseigneur,  Your  very 
humble  and  veiy  obedient  Servant, 

Beauii  AHNOrS 

Quebec,  September  24,  1742. 


MoNSETGNEUR — I  liavo  reccivcd  tlio  Letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  Writing  me  on  the  20th  of  April  last. 

I  have  already  replied  in  the  »Toint  answer  to  your  despatch 
to  ns  Jointly,  conlaiiiing  yoiir  (h'cision  with  respect  to  tlie 
Dis])utcs  that  have  arisen  in  eonueet  ii)ii  w  ith  thi^  Trath^  and 
Voyages  in  the  Upper  countiy.  I  will  comply  Strictly  widi 
what  you  have  l)con  })lcascd  to  order.  T  venture  to  toll  you^ 
Monseigneur,  that  you  do  me  justice  with  regard  to  my  way 

lA  well-known  landmark  on  the  nppor  Ollawa  River,  around  the 
Calumet  Falls.  This  was  the  longest  carrying  place  on  the  river,  and 
named  for  the  i)lpe-stone  found  near  by,  whidi  Chaniplain  describes 
(1613)  as  resembling  alabaster.  For  a  good  description  of  (his  por(ago 
see  Bain  (ed.),  Henry's  Travels,  pp.  24,  25.— Ed. 
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of  thinking  Eespecting  the  matters  I  have  to  Deal  with  jointly 
-with  Monsieur  Le  Marquis  de  Beauharnois.  I  will  always 
Do  my  best  to  Maintain  the  union  and  harmony  you  are  pleased 
to  reeommeaid  to  mie. 

*******  * 

I  Eemain  with  verj^  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  your 
very  humble  and  veiy  obedient  Servant, 

HOCQUAKT 

Quebec,  September  24,  1742. 


1742:    BLACKSMITHS  AT  MACKINAC 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  1,  1742. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  77.] 

Monseigneur — In  the  Letter  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writing 
you  on  the  5th  of  last  m»nth,  I  did  not  give  you  the  details 
of  what  is  going  on  in  connection  wi^h  tlie  two  blacksmiths  at 
Missilimakinac.  One  of  them  belongs  to  the  Missionary  and 
receives  as  wages  four  hundred  Livres  and  a  few  pots  of  Brandy. 
The  profits  on  his  Avork  have  soiuetimes  Been  as  much  as  four 
Thousand  francs  which  go  Entirely  to  the  Father.  The 
services  of  more  than  one  blacksmith  are  needed  at  that  Plaoe 
owing  to  the  number  of  savages  there.  The  other  to  whom 
I  ,e:ave  full  liberty  last  Summer,  at  tlie  request  of  the  Savages 
— as  you  may  see,  Monseigneur,  in  my  replies  to  their  speeches 
— was  expelled  five  years  ago  by  the  Missionary  who  took  all 
his  tools  from  him.  The  Sieur  de  Celoron,  then  Command- 
ant, Knowing  the  necessity  of  having  a  second  one,  advanced 
him  wliait  he  needed  to  Enable  him  to  Work,  and  tho  Father 
has  been  drawing  one  half  of  his  profits  altliough  he  has  always 
opposed  his  working  because  he  sometimes  does  so  by  Stealth, 
alleging,  it  is  asserted,  tliat  it  Was  by  my  orders,  and  that 
there  could  not  be  there  any  other  blacksmith  than  his.  I 
will  Change  nothing,  Monseigneur,  in  what  was  arranged  last 
Summer  until  T  have  received  your  Orders.    It  is  a  delicate 
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mattei'  to  place  myself  in  the  Position  of  failing  to  keep  my 
word  with  them,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  Advisable  to  Oiiend 
the  Savages  of  that  Post  in  this  matter. 

I  remain  with  the  most  profound  Eespect,  Monseigneur, 
Your  very  humhle  and  very  obedient  servant 

BEAUlIAIiXOIS 

Quebec,  October  1,  1742. 


1742:    LATEST  NEWS  FROM  WESTERN  POSTS 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  12,  1742. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Nouvelle 
France,  Postes  des  Pays  de  I'Ouest,  C.  11,  vol.  IG,  fol.  258."] i 

Monseigneur — Since  the  Letters  I  Had  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing you  by  the  King's  ship  ''le  Rubis'^  regarding  the  posts  of 
the  Upper  country  and  the  parleys  I  held  last  Summer  with. 
the  various  Nations  that  came  down  to  ]\Iontreal,  I  have  re- 
ceived some  from  Missilimackinac,  la  Baye,  Kamanistigouia, 
fort  la  R,eine,  Lac  des  Bois,  Miamis,  Ouyatanons,  Ouabache, 
and  fort  de  Chartres  of  which  I  shall  have  tlie  honor  to  give 
you  an  account. 

The  Sieur  de  Vercheres  writes  me  on  the  9th  of  September 
last,  that  he  had  caused  to  be  paid  to  tlie  Sieur  Lainarque 
and  Company  die  6G  packages  that  the  Sieur  do  la  Verendr^^e 
owed  to  their  Finn,  and  had  caused  24  others  to  be  handed  to 
the  Sieur  Legras  for  the  goods  that  Firm  had  left  in  the  west- 
ern Posts.  Thus,  Monseigneur,  this  nuittcr  is  settled  by  vir- 
tue of  The  or(k;r  I  gave,  a  C\}\)y  whereof  L  have  Had  tlie  honor 
of  Sending  you. 

That  officer  writes  me  that  ho  caused  to  l>e  delivered  to  the 
Scioux  Chiefs  who  came  here  last  Summer,  the  two  Ca})tivos 

1  Three  volumes  entitled  "Postes  des  Pays  do  1  Ouest"  collect  material 
from  the  correspondence  of  Cadillac,  Duluth,  Ihc  VC^rondryos.  olc, 
chiefly  about  the  discovery  of  the  Western  Sea.  See  Canadian  Archives, 
1887,  pp.  cclxxv-  cclxxxil. — En. 
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of  their  JSTatioii  that  I  had  promised  in  mj  private  Roomi 
should  be  handed  over  to  them  from  amongst  those  who  were 
to  come  down  in  la  Colle's  party.  He  wites  me  that  the  Out- 
aouaos  of  his  Po&t  held  a  Council  in  his  presence  with  the 
Sakis,  Itenards,  Puants,  Scioux,  and  Santeux,  in  whicli  the 
former  spoke  advising  them  not  to  detach  themselves  from  mei, 
and,  following  their  Example,  to  Listen  to  my  advice  and  fol- 
low it;  That  he  cannot  but  be  satisfied  with  Themi  as  all  ap- 
peared (judging  by  the  answers  tliey  gave  the  Outaouacs)  to 
Be  disposed  to  do  my  will. 

The  Sicur  Marin  Writes  me  from  Missilimakinac  on  the 
8lh  of  September  that  be  arrived  there  on  the  3rd  of  the  same 
month,  and  had  Confirmation  of  the  news  of  the  blow  struck 
by  the  Outaouacs  and  Sauteux  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  at  the  Ken- 
ards  and  Scioux,  when  they  killed  a  man,  of  each  ISTation. 
Ho  adds  that  the  Scioux  and  Eenards  have  not  yet  raised  any 
band  to  avenge  themselves  for  all  the  blows  that  have  Been 
struck  at  theni ;  that  they  will  not  move  until  tliey  have  spoken 
to  him,  and,  moreover,  that  the  Scioux  appeared  to  be  as  much 
pleased  with  the  two  Captives  the  Sieur  de  Vercheres  delivered 
to  them,  as  with  the  advice  I  had  given  them,  on  that  occasion. 

The  Sieur  de  Sacquespee  Writes  me  from  la  Baye  on  the 
29th  of  August  last  that  all  Was  quiet  at  that  Post;  That  the 
Sakis  and  E-enards  had  kept  their  Avord  and  had  made  no 
movement  to  avenge  themselves  for  the  blow  struck  at  Them  by 
the  folles-avoines ;  That  the  latter  had  received  a  Flag  from 
the  Sauteux  of  la  pointo  de  Chagouamigon  to  draw  them 
There.  I  cannot  think  that  the  folles-avoines  will  decide  to 
leave  so  fertile  a  country  as  that  which  they  occupy  to  go  and 
live  in  an  unfertile  one.  Moreover,  those  two  Nations  came 
do\\Ti  last  Summer  and  there  was  no  question  of  it  in  tlie 
Councils  I  held  with  Them.  Nevertlieless,  if  tlie  folles- 
avoines  accept  the  Sauteux'  proposal,  I  \vill  do  my  best  to  Pro- 
vent  the  Execution  thereof.  Meanwhile  I  tliink  the  Sieur 
Marin  Avill  do  all  in  his  power  tx>  oppose  it,  inasmuch  as  snch 
Migration  would  be  contrary  to  the  fcqod  of  tJie  service,  bo- 
canse  tlu;  Sauteux,  supported  by  tlie  folles-avoinos,  might  oor- 
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ruMt  the  latter  and  break  the  peace  they  have  made  with  the 
Scioiix,  and,  with  tliat  object,  join  the  Sautcux  of  Sault  Ste. 
Marie  or  Kanianistigouia,  wlio  have  })lauiie<l  to  continne  their 
vrar  against  the  Scioiix  as  I  am  informed  and  as  I  have  The 
honor  to  Exphain  further  on. 

Father  Coquart,  who  has  returned  from  the  post  of  Ivam- 
anistigouia,  Writes  me  on  the  9th  of  Last  month,  That,  while 
the  Sieiir  de  la  Verendrye's  people  Were  at  the  gi*and  port- 
age,^ the  Sauteux  of  that  Post  came  there  to  hold  a  Council 
with  a  Savage  Chief  of  that  Place,  a  very  influential  man; 
That  last  Spring  that  Chief  told  him  he  Had  determined  to 
strike  a  blow  at  the  Scioux;  That  he  had  made  many  repre- 
sentations to  him,  telling  him  that  this  Was  acting  directly 
in  opposition  to  my  orders;  That  the  result  of  the  various 
councils  that  were  held,  Was  that  the  Sauteux  of  la  Pointe 
de  Chagouamigon  (who  came  down  to  Montreal  last  Smnmer 
to  confirm  the  Peace  they  had  made  with  the  Scioux)  were 
to  mislead  them  during  a  portion  of  the  winter  by  living  on 
good  terms  with  Them ;  That  the  Scioux,  thinking  them- 
selves at  peace  and  suspecting  nothing,  would  suddenly  find 
their  Enemies  on  their  Hands;  That  tliat  Chief  with  the 
people  of  Nepigon,  Xamanistigouia,  Tekamamioucne,  Mon- 
sonis,  C'ristinaiix,  and  Assiniboels,  ar(^  to  fall  on  tluMii,  and 
Slaughter  as  many  of  tlieiii  as  they  can ;  That  they  are  fully 
T'OHolved  to  destroy  them  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done  to 
Prevent  it;  Tliat  (hat  Chief  is  a  man  of  cU'cisidu  whoso 
intrepidity  produces  an  impression  on  the  others;  That  ho  had 
lold  him  last,  spring  the  Scioux  Were  good  only  to  be  eaten, 

lAt  the  mouth  of  Kaniinistiquia  River,  on  Thunder  Day,  Diiluth  built 
a  stockade  fort  as  early  as  1078.  This  Avas  re-established  by  La  None 
in  1717,  and  maintained  until  the  close  of  the  French  regime.  It  cora- 
manded  one  route  to  the  great  series  of  northern  lakes  and  rivers 
which  La  Verendrye  was  attempting  to  thread.  An  easier  but  longer 
passage  was  by  way  of  Pigeon  River,  a  short  distance  below  Kaniinis- 
tiquia. This  hitter  route  was  known  as  the  (Jrand  r{irtag.^--a  term 
later  applied  to  the  locality  on  Lake  Superior. — Ed. 
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and  that,  for  his  part,  he  wanted  to  kill  enough  of  them  to  feced 
his  village. 

The  Sieiir  de  la  Verendrye  Writes  me  on  the  2nd  and  l_^tli 
of  May  last,  that  he  went  to  fort  La  Eeine^  on  the  13th  of 
Oc'toher  of  last  year;  That  in  passing  by  Tekamamiouenne* 
ho  found  the  savages  singing  war-songs  while  awaiting  him  to 
CO  and  strike  the  Scioux;  That  on  his  arrival  at  Lac  des  Boia 
(Lalve  of  the  Woods),  he  found  a  great  many  Monsonis  and 
Ohristinaux  assembled  there  with  the  same  object;  That  they 
told  him  he  must  not  be  surprised  at  their  going  to  strike  the 
Scioux,  and  that  all  the  nations  of  the  Interior  had  received 
Avord  to  come  to  the  rendezvous  in  the  prairies  in  the  month 
of  December  last;  That  they  did  not  think  he  would  oppose 
their  design,  as  they  were  going  to  avenge  French  blood  and 
their  Chiefs  that  had  Been  killed ;  That  he  answered  them 
lif>  Was  surprised  at  this  violent  measure  contrary  to  the  promr 
iso  they  had  given  him  to  Take  no  steps  for  a  war  except  in 
accordance  with  my  will,  all  the  more  so  as  I  Was  disposed 
to  pardon  the  Scioux  in  consequence  of  the  petition  they  had 
presented  and  caused  to  be  presented  to  me;  That  this  would 
disturb  the  land  afresh  and  bar  the  road  to  the  French,  and 
Finally,  as  the  son  of  one  of  their  great  Chiefs  was  a  Captive 
ill  tliat  ISTation,  and  the  Sieur  Marin  had  promised  him  to 
redeem  him,  it  Avould  not  be  the  way  to  withdraw  liini  from 
their  hands  if  they  went  to  strike  Tliem.  ]S\>t\vitlistanding 
all  these  representations  to  which  he  addcnl  i)rcsent.s,  ho  could 
not,  succeed  in  Preventing  them  from  striking  the  blow  which 
1  had  the  honor  of  Reporting  to  you,  and  which,  from  what 
I  lint  officer  writes  me,  will  keep  up  that  war  owing  to  their 
losing  two  inllucntial  Cliiei's:    'I'lial  lliey  had  also  inttMnlcd  to 

iFort  La  Rcine  was  built  by  La  V6rendiye,  Oct.  3,  1738,  at  Portage 
la  Prairie  on  Assiniboin  River,  above  the  present  Fort  darry.  Prom 
this  post  the  expeditions  set  forth  that  reached  the  ^landan,  and  ob- 
tained the  first  view  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  See  Thwaites,  Rocky 
Mountain  Exploration  (New  York,  1904),  pp.  29-36. 

2La  Vrrcndrye's  post  St.  Pierre,  on  Rainy  Lake,  was  often  called 
Tekamamiouen,  from  the  native  word  for  that  body  of  wiitor. — En. 
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strike  the  Wood  Scioux/  and  that,  disregarding  every  Con- 
sideration, nothing  could  stop  them,  for  they  said  their  Shoes 
Were  made  for  the  Carrying  out  of  their  project. 

^  -X-  -K-  -A-  *  -Jf  *  * 

The  Sieur  Benoist,  Commandant  of  fort  de  Chartres,  Wrote 
mo  on  tlie  IGth  of  May  last  that  he  had  discovered  a  Con- 
spiracy of  the  Ilinois  instigated  by  the  English  pnd  the  Chi- 
cachas  to  attack  the  French  of  liis  Post.''  You  Avill  find  a 
copy  annexed  hereto,  Monseigneur.  He  likewise  Wrote  to  the 
Sieurs  St.  Ange,  Commandant  at  Ouabache,  St.  Vincent^  at 
Ouyatanons,  St.  Pierre  at  Miamis  and  de  l^oyan  at  Detroit 
to  inform  them  of  this  conspiracy,  and  to  Urge  them  to  cause 
to  ])ass  by  his  Post  all  the  Savages  who  might  go  on  the  war- 
path against  the  Chicachas,  especially  the  hurons  and  the  Iro- 
quois, in  order  to  intimidate  the  Ilinois.  'J'he  Sieur  De 
JSi^oyan  who  sent  mo  tlic  Sieur  Benoist's  original  Letter  writes 
at  the  foot  of  that  Letter  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  De- 
ceive the  Savages  of  his  Post,  because  they  know  wliat  is  going 
on,  without  other  Explanation,  referring  me  to  the  Sieur 
Benoist's  Letter,  from  which  as  well  as  from  the  Sieur  De 
Xo>'an's  remark,  I  infer  tliat,  inasmuch  as  no  other  news  has 
been  received  from  Detroit  tlian  what  I  Had  the  honor  of  re 
porting  to  you   by  my  Letter  of  the  ir)th  uf  Si^pirmlicr  la>t 

iThe  Sioux  of  the  Woods  —  probably  Iho  tribe  known  as  Wahpeton, 
whose  name  indicated  "dwellers  among  deciduous  trees."  See  McGet, 
"Siouan  Indians,"  in  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Ellinology  Rcijort.  1893  9i. — En. 

Benoist  de  St.  Clair,  a  French  lieutenant  at  Mobile  between  1725- 
30;  in  1740  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  Fort  Chartres  and  the 
Illinois  country,  where  he  remained  three  years,  being  yuporsedod  by 
De  Bertel.  In  1749-51  he  was  again  commandant  in  the  Illinois.  A 
document  of  1742  (described  by  (]ayane,  lli.storif  i.,'  f/mismnn.  i. 
p.  523)  speaks  of  the  arrest  of  some  English  traders  In  the  Illinois, 
who  were  to  be  sent  to  the  mines  of  New  Mexico. — Ed. 

Henri  Albert  de  St.  Vincent,  sieur  de  Narcy,  son  of  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Canadian  nol)lesse,  was  ensign  in  1727.  lieutenant  in 
1742,  and  captain  in  1749.  He  was  at  Lorette  in  1730,  was  sent  with 
a  convoy  to  Mackinac  in  1747,  and  signed  the  capitulation  of  Quebec 
(1759).— En. 
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respecting  the  hiirons,  it  might  well  happen  that  they  are 
concerned  in  the  Conspiracy  of  the  Ilinois  judging  by  the 
difiicnltic'S  the  Sieur  De  ^oyan  experiences  in  putting  them 
on  the  wrong  Scent  with  regard  lO  the  Bands  they  may  Raise 
to  strike  the  Chicachas.  And  if  to  those  reflections  we.  add 
the  conduct  of  the  Chaouanons,  this  confirms  what  I  took  the 
Liberty  of  ^\riting  you,  namely:  that  the  English  make 
use  of  every  means  to  succeed  in  corrupting  our  savages, 
sacrificing  moreover,  in  the  fulfillment  of  their  design,  consid- 
erable sums  which  they  distribute  in  the  shape  of  presents  in 
all  the  villages  which  they  v.'isli  eirher  to  attract  to  them  or 
to  unite  to  the  Jv'ations  that  are  our  Enemies. 

Such,  Monseigneur,  are  the  projects  against  whicli  I  have 
for  a  long  while  bee-n  contending  and  to  ^vhi(•ll  1  \',  ill  (-(ni- 
tinue  to  devote  special  attention  in  order  to  tliwart  tlioiu  as 
much  as  possible. 

*  #  -X-  -K-  -X-  -A-  -A- 

From'  all  I  have  just  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you,  ^lon- 
seigneur,  regarding  what  has  been  written  me  from  the  various 
Posts,  it  miay  be  concluded  that,  so  long  as  the  Chicachas,  Cher- 
akis  and  Xatchez  are  not  subdued,  the  English  will  seize  every 
opportunity  to  win  over  t<:)  their  interests  as  many  Nations  as 
they  can  succeed  in  corrupting. 

It  is  certain,  from  the  Experience  I  have,  that  the  Savages 
are  much  more  difiicult  to  restrain  tlian  they  were  In^fore  it  was 
decided  to  destroy  those  three  Nations,  and,  although  I  have 
acted  with  greater  Circumspection  toward  Them,  the  solicita- 
tions of  the  English  are  so  })ressing  and  their  gifts  to  theiu  are 
so  great  that  virtually  nothing  more  remains  for  me  to  ilo  than 
to  counteract  the  influence  they  have  over  Tlioni,  ospecially  as 
You  have  done  me  the  hon(u*  of  writing  mo  not  to  have  those 
Ibvstilo  nations  attacked  l>y  the  French,  without  having  pre- 
viously received  your  orders,  and  to  contiMit  niystdi'  with  getting 
tho  Savages!  to  act.  Tliis  1  liavc  Done,  and  on  that  occasion  I 
treated  tho  Scioux,  Ivcnards,  and  Sakis  with  circumspection,  to 
pnn'ent  their  giving  us  trouble,  and  1  may  add,  Mon^i  ignciir, 
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that  I  do  not  think^  even  if  all  tlie  i^ations  of  the  western  Sea 
were  to  Fall  on  Them,  they  would  strike  a  blow  at  the  French, 
owino'  to  the  Hope  I  gave  them  that  their  Captives  would  be 
delivered  to  themi;  and,  if  the  Ilinois  follow  np  their  Conspir- 
acy, I  do  not  believe  I  would  have  any  difficulty  in  having  Them 
struck  by  the  Sakis  and  Eenards,  who  have,  from  all  time,  Been 
their  declared  Enemies. 

I  remain  ^vith  very  j^rofound  Eespect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Quebec,  October  12,  1742.  BeauhabnOIS 


1742:    MARIN  REQUESTS  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  2,  1742. 
MS.  in  archives  of  Minist6re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  75,  c.  11,  fol.  243."] 

Monseigneur — Tlie  Sieur  Marin,  having  written  me  that 
business  called  him  back  to  France,  ])egs  me  to  ask  a  leave  of 
absence  for  him  so  tliat  he  may  go  next  year.  You  had  the  kind- 
ness, Monseigneur,  to  obtain  one  for  him  [in  1T36].  As  he 
Has  been  continuously  detached  on  duty  among  the  Savages,  I 
Will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  if  you  have  the  kindness  to 
,i';rant  it. 

I  liave  not  dared,  Monseigneur,  to  propose  to  you  his  son  for 
an  Expectancy  of  an  Ensignsliip  of  the  oecond  class,  consider- 
ing that  you  do  not  appear  to  be  satisfied  Avith  the  Father; 
however,  I  am  persuaded,  Monseigneur,  that  when  you  have 
Examined  his  conduct,  you  will  be  willing  to  obtain  this  favor 
for  his  son,  who  went  to  the  ( 'hicacha  campaign  although  ill  and 
dissuaded  by  the  Ollicors.  It  is  Ik^  wlio  went  to  get  llie  Scionx 
in  their  country  and  brought  them  to  La  Baye.  Finally,  Mon- 
seiji'neur,  he  is  a  strong  and  vigorous  young  man  of  Great  prom- 
ise;  he  has  the;  Supjiort  of  all  the  best  ])e()i)l(\  and  deserves  tlio 
faA'or  of  the  King. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  hum- 
ble and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Quebec,  November  2,  1742.  Be.VUHAUNOIS 
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1742:    JESUITS  AND  THE  DETROIT  HURON 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  12,  1742. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  249.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  havG  at  last  received  a  Letter  froin  Father  v 
de  la  Ricliardie  which  Was  handed  to  me  only  on  the  lOth  of 
this  month.  Judging  by  appearances  it  was  not  Believed  that 
any  other  ships  would  sail.  Pie  tells  me  that  he  has  Written 
me  several  othei-s,  but  I  have  considered,  Monseigneur,  that  as 
these  Fathers  generally  Send  their  Letters  under  a  flying  Seal  ■ 
to  their  Superiors  the  latter  Suppress  them  when  not  in  Accord- 
ance with  their  views.  I  would  Naturally  obseiwe,  Monseign- 
eur,  that  Duplicity  is  pushed  too  far  in  the  proceedings  of  this 
Father,  who  writes  me  lastly  that  he  has  obtained  the  Consent 
of  tlie  hurons  whom  he  calls  his  savages  as  if  they  belonged  to 
him  as  their  absolute  master,  that  he  has  Liduced  them  to  Settle 
at  la  grande  Terre,  as  it  was  not  Advisable  they  should  do  so  at 
^rross  isle,  a  plan  I  always  opposed,  because  It  meant  their  being 
tx)lerated  tliere  as  in  a  place  of  refuge,  and  they  might  domineer 
over  the  Frencli.  Monsieur  de  ISToyan  says  absolutely  noth- 
ing in  tJie  Letter  ho  Wrote  nic  on  his  arrival  at  ]\Lontreal, 
and  Monsieur  de  Beaucours  writes  me  he  Llad  told  him  he  had 
Taken  possession  of  that  grosse  isle  in  the  name  of  tJie  French, 
as  it  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the  service  tliat  that  ITation 
slioiild  Establish  themselves  there  in  view  of  the  Consequences 
that  might  result. 

I  mriain  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Beauiiarxois 

Quebec,  November  12,  1742. 
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1743:    COMMANDANTS  OF  WESTERN  POSTS 
[Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  79,  fol.  147.] 

List  of  the  officers  serving  in  the  various  Posts  of  the  Colony 
in  The  year  17JfS. 

Fort  St.  frederic:^  The  Sieurs  De  foiiville,  Captain,  Com- 
mandant, hcrbin  tlio  Elder.  Chevalier  de  Cannes.  De  Bois- 
hebert.    Chevalier  de  llepentigny. 

Fort  Chambly :'"  The  Sieur  herbin  the  yonnger,  J.ieutenant, 
Conmiandant. 

Niagara  :^  The  Sieurs  de  Eaymond,  Lieutenant,  Command- 
ant.   Beaujeu  de  Villemonde.    Du  Euisson.    Dc  Cannes. 

Fort  frontenae:  The  Sieurs  de  St.  Ours,  Captain,  Com- 
mandant Douville,  doing  duty  as  luterpreter.  De  Portneuf. 
Mazieres  de  Maisoncelles 

Missilimakinac :  The  Sieurs  de  Verclieres,  Captain,  Com- 
mandant.   De  Gaspe.* 

Detroit:  The  Sieurs  Chevalier  de  Longueuil,  Captain  Com- 
mandant.^   Croizille  de  Courtemanche. 

Nepigon :  The  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Kamezay,  Captain,  Com- 
mandant." 

iCrown  Point,  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  where  Fort  St.  Frederic  was  built 
in  1731.  The  French  post  at  this  place  was  abandoned  and  destroyed 
In  1759.— Ed. 

2The  fort  at  Chanibly  wa?  built  in  1GG5  as  an  outpost  to  protect 
the  colony  against  the  Iroquois. — Ed. 

3  For  Fort  Niagara  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi,  p.  128,  note  1. — En. 

4lgnace  Aubert,  dit  de  Gasp6,  was  born  in  1714  and  married  (1745) 
Marie-Anne  Coulou  de  Villiers.  In  1739  he  was  appointed  cnBign, 
lieutenant  in  174D,  and  captain  in  175G. — Ed. 

cPaul  Joseph  Ic  Moyne  de  Longueuil,  second  baron  of  that  name,  was 
son  of  Charles,  the  first  baron,  for  whom  st\>  ante,  p.  10.  note  2.  Ho 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  oflicora  of  N(>\v  Franco,  being  later  mado 
colonel  and  governor  of  Three  Rivers,  which  position  he  held  at  the 
time  of  the  English  conquest  (1759).— En. 

cLater  lieutenant  colonel  of  colonial  trot^ps,  and  lieutenant  for  the 
king  at  Quebec— Ed. 
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Riviere  St.  Joseph:  The  Sieur  Chevalier  de  Villiers,  En- 
sign, Commandant/ 

Onyatanons:  The  Sievir  de  la  Perrierej  Ensign,  Com- 
mandant.^ 

Miamis:  The  Sienr  St.  Pierre  de  Eepentigny,  Lieutenant, 
Commandant. 

Chagouamigon :  The  Siem-  de  Laronde,  EnsigTi,  Command- 
ant. 

Kamanistigouia :  The  Sieur  La  Corne  du  Breuil,  Ensign, 
Commandant.^ 

La  Baye:  The  Sieur  de  Lusignan,  Lieutenant,  Command- 
ant. 

Western  Posts:  The  Sieur  do  la  Verendrye,  Lieutenant, 
Commandant. 


1743:    LEAD-MINING  IN  WISCONSIN 

[A  description  of  the  process  of  lead-mining  in  the  Galena  district  is 
given,  from  a  contemporary  document,  in  Wis.  Hist.  CoUs.,  xiii,  pp. 
276,  277.  The  citation  there  should  be  Butterfield,  History  of  Grant 
County,  Win.    i^uuicago,  1881),  p.  393.] 


1743:    FARMING  THE  WESTERN  POSTS 

[Letter  of  Varin  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  :une  26,  1743.  MS. 
in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Cor- 
resp.  g6n.,  vol.  80,  c.  11,  fol.  20S."J 

MoNSEioNEUK — I  havc  the  honor  to  report  that  Monsieui^ 
riocquart  left  on  the  3rd  of  this  month  for  Montreal  aiid 

iFor  the  family  of  Coulon  de  Villiers  see  ante,  p.  188,  note  1. — Ed. 

2 Francois  Clement  Boucher,  Sieur  de  la  Perri^ro,  born  iti  1708,  ap- 
pointed ensign  in  1736,  lieutenant  in  1748,  captain  in  1756,  and  killed 
at  the  siege  of  Quebec,  Sept.  13,  1759.  He  was  the  son  of  R6n6  Boucher, 
Sieur  do  la  Perrl^re,  for  whom  see  ante,  p.  16,  note  1  — Ed. 

3  Francois  Josu6  de  la  Corne  Dubreull  was  born  In  1710.  After  his 
service  at  Kamlnlstiquia,  he  was  raised  to  a  lieutenancy,  and  died  in 
Quebec  in  1754. — Ed. 
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reached  there  on  tlie  0th.  This  journey  was  undertaken  in  con- 
nection with  the  arrangements  to  be  made  regarding  the  posts 
of  the  upper  Country  four  of  which  were  farmed  out  on  the  26th 
of  ]\[arch  last,  a  list  whereof  is  annexed,  and  also  with  the  dis- 
sensions that  have  arisen  for  some  months  between  the  Officers 
of  the  Montreal  jurisdiction  and  to  which  he  has  put  an  end 
since  his  arrival  there  as  he  has  written  me. 

■"■  -X-  fr  -Jf  ^  -X- 

T  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
vei'v  humble  and  very-  Obedient  sei-vant, 

'v  Varin^ 

Quebec,  June  26,  1743. 


[Enclosure  in  above.  Source  same  as  preceding  document,  bu^  vol. 
79,  fol.  79.] 

Posts  of  tlie  upper  Country  farmed  out.  at  tlie  sale  hy  auction 
held  on  the  2Glh  of  March,  1743,  at  tlie  Chateau  St.  Louis. 
To  Wit: 

This  post  has  no    Temiscamingiie  adjudged  to 
Commandant  the  Sieui-  Goguct  i'ov  Ma- 

dame   Houat"    at  r),(»()0  livers 

Michipicoton  adjudged  to  the 
Idem  Sienr  Oi-tiiicau''  at  3,750 


iJean  Victor  Varin,  Sieur  de  la  Mare,  was  a  councillor  and  the  comp- 
troller of  the  marine  for  the  colony.  He  was  the  son  of  Sieur  de  la 
Sablonidre,  a  gendarme  of  the  king's  guard,  who  had  come  to  Canada 
after  serving  under  James  II  of  England. — Ed. 

-Goguet  was  a  common  surname  in  New  France;  probably  this  was 
Denis,  a  merchant  of  Quebec,  who  married  there  In  1738.  Agatlie  le 
Gardeur  was  the  widow  of  Frangois-Marie  13ouat,  a  former  lioutonant- 
general  of  Montreal,  who  died  In  172G. — En. 

3  Joan  Baptiste  Duplessis  Gatineau,  born  in  1G71,  died  in  1750.  He 
served  as  captain  of  the  militia  in  his  district. — Ei). 
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There  is  an  officer    Tlie  Wiatanons  adjudged  to 

in  Command  at       The  Sieur  de  Voisy^  at  o,000 
ihis  Post 


1743:    POLICY  TOWARD  FOXES  AND  SIOUX  JUSTIFIED; 
IL1.IN0IS  AND  CHICKASAW 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  18,  1743. 
tsource,  same  as  yreceding  document,  but  vol.  79,  fol.  115.] 

]\IoNSEiGNEUR — I  have  received  the  Letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  me  on  the  31st  of  May  last. 

I  nated  what  you  do  me  the  honor  of  telling  me  regarding  the 
care  you  recaminended  me  to  take  to  Prevent  the  union  of  the 
Sioux  with  the  Picniards,  the  motives  whereof  seemed  all  the 
more  solid  to  you,  Monseigneur,  that  what  was  written  you  in 
the  month  of  Febniaiy  last  by  ]\Ionsicur  do  Bienville,^  justifies 
the  suspicions  you  had  regarding  the  unfortunate  consequences 
that  might  result  from  such  Union.    With  regard  to  tlie  first 

1  Sieur  de  Volsy  was  a  resident  of  the  lower  town  of  Quebec,  where 
his  house  was  burned  during  the  English  bombardment  of  that  city 
in  1759.— Ed. 

^Joseph  de  Fleury,  Sieur  d&  la  Gorgendi^re,  a  sou  of  a  governor  of 
Montreal,  was  born  1G7G;  in  1702  he  married  Claire,  daughter  of  Louis 
Jolliet,  the  explorer,  and  died  in  1755. — Ed. 

8  Jean  Baptiste  le  Moyne,  Sieur  de  Bienville,  was  born  In  Canada  In 
1680;  he  accompanied  his  brother  Iberville  upon  the  expedition  which 
founded  Louisiana,  and  was  himself  governor  thereof  during  1718-25 
and  ]73;]-42.    Ho  died  in  Paris  In  1767.— Ed. 


Idem 


Ld  E:iye.  including  the  Soioux, 
adjudged  to  tlie  Sieur  de 
la  Gorgendiere/"  who  has 
transferred  the  same  to  the 
Sieur  daillebout  and  other 
voyageurs  at 


8,100 


20,450  livres 


28 
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Item  corjcerning  the  recommendation  you  were  23leased  to  con- 
vey to  me  to  ye})Mrato  the  Sioux  from  the  Iiciiards,  I  had  the 
honor,  Monseigneur,  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  September  of 
last  year,  to  report  the  steps  taken  by  the  Sioux,  as  well  as  the 
h-akis  and  Renards,  to  approach  me  and  the  reasons  that  in- 
dncfMl  them  to  do  so.  I  annexed  to  that  despatch  the  speeches 
of  those  Savages  and  my  replies  thereto,  and  I  took  the  liberty 
of  pointing  oiit,  Monseigiienr,  that  in  viev  (jf  the  fa\'iJiMhle  dis- 
positions with  which  they  seemed  animated,  I  eonhl  at 
least  avoid  appearing  to  believe  them.  With  regard  to  that  ob- 
iV'ct  and  to  that  Avhicli  includes  the  news  communicated  to  you 
hv  Monsieur  de  Bienville,  I  would  add  that  it  seemed  contrary 
tr>  the  welfare  of  the  service  and  to  the  peace  it  is  Sought  to 
establish  that  I  should  reject  the  application  the  Sionx  had  come 
to  make  to  me,  and  the  dilhculties  Were  no  less  Embarassing  as 
rCjCrards  breaking  off  the  union  that  reigned  between  the  Sioux 
and  the  Renards  before  both  had  decided  to  come  to  me  and  sue 
for  Peace.  Whatever  Knowledge  one  may  ha\e  — and  i  myr^elf 
have  studied  it — of  the  Turbidence  of  the  sionx  and  the  S])irit 
of  revenge  whercwdtli  the  llenards  may  be  aninuiled,  the  [)lan 
of  calming  Minds  by  Conciliatory  means  ScKiuied  the  only  one 
i(.  was  possible  for  me  to  adopt  under  the  circumstances.  For, 
IiihI  tho  SioiDr'  promises  been  rejeeted,  how  could  we  secure  our- 
tiolves  against  their  resentment  while  endeavoring  at  the  same 
time  to  maintain  tranquillity  in  the  Posts,  when  the  difficulties 
of  subduing  them  by  force  seem  insurmountable?  On  the  other 
haiul,  it  did  not  seem  possible  to  separate  the  Renards  from  the 
Sioux'  interests  judging  by  the  Close  friendship  that  seiuned  to 
(>xist  bctweetni  them  when  they  came  down  with  tlio  Sicur  Marin, 
and  even  if  it  oould  be  done,  it  could  r{\^ult  ou]y  in  kindling  a 
fresh  war  bctAveen.  tlie  Nations  and  in  interrupting  tranquillity 
in  all  the  Posts  more  than  ever.  ]\foreover,  Monseigneur,  Uie 
•  'onduct  of  both  since  they  came  down  witli  the  Sieur  !^^arin 
cannot  nud^o  me  regret  the  attitude  I  took  toward  them,  and  al- 
thoudi  I  cannot  warrant  how  long  those  savages  will  keep  tlioir 
promises,  circumstances  do  not  jiormit  of  my  acting  otherwiso 
(liaii  1  have  done.    I  tliink  tlu^  drawbacks  would  have  been  luul- 
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tiplied  instead  of  obviated  had  I  endeavored  to  break  off  the 
union  between  those  I^ations  rather  than  allow  it  to  subsist,  be- 
cause, as  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  you, 
Monseigneur,  if  the  change  in  the  Sioux  be  apparent  only, 
We  are  not  in  Position  to  make  them  more  sincere  by  force; 
and  if,  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Renards  are  dissembling  their 
resentment  and  liavc  no  other  objects  in  view  than  the  steps  they 
have  taken  to  unite  with  the  Sioux,  any  precautions  on,  my  part 
to  Prevent  this  would  be  useless;  and,  as  a  final  reflection,  I 
would  add  that  if  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  promises  of 
tlie  Renards,  much  less  could  any  be  placed  on  those  they  might 
make  to  break  off  their  friendship  with  a  Nation  such  as  the 
Sioux,  ^^hom  they  Look  upon  as  a  safe  refuge  if  they  have  any 
evil  desij^ns,  and  against  whom  it  is  very  far  from  their  interest 
to  declare  themselves. 

The  considerations  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  present  to 
you,  Monseigneur,  with  regard  to  those  savages,  lead  me  to  Hope 
that  you  will  approve  my  conduct  Respecting  them,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  assure  you  that  if  I  hdd  the  means  of  imposing  a  law  on 
them  and  of  making  them  observe  it,  there  would  be  nothing  to 
fear  from  their  dissimulation  or  their  resentment.  In  any  case 
I  will  have  ihe  Renards'  actions  closely  watched,  and  I  have 
given  my  orders  in  consequence  to  tlie  Sieur  de  Lusignan  whom 
I  have  Sent  in  the  place  of  tlie  Sieur  Marin.  Those  savages 
as  well  as  the  Sakis  are  all  assembled  at  the  place  indicated  to 
them  by  that  officer  with  the  exception  of  t^n  Cobins  that  are 
at  Ohikagou  and  two  at  Meloaky  [Milwaukee].  I  have  the 
honor  to  append  the  speeches  of  those  Nations  and  tlie  answers 
I  ^avo  them  in  the  same  council  wherein  I  assembled  them  nil 
Ex])res9ly  to  settle  the  affair  that  had  occurred  on  the  part  of 
tho  Ouasses  Sauteux^  of  Kamanistigouia  with  Regard  to  the 
S'uiix,  Sakis  and  Renards.    They  all  went  away  satisfied,  tlie 

iFor  a  description  of  this  Chippewa  tribe,  wliose  usual  habitat  was 
between  the  Michipicoten  and  Niplgon  rivers,  see  Thwaitos,  Early 
Western  Travels,  ii,  p.  134 —Ed. 
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Ouasses  having  above  all  assured  them  that  thej  had  not  yet 
been  informed  at  the  time  that  I  had  withdrawn  my  Tomahawk 
and  that  I  wished  them  to  remain  quiet.  So  I  do  not  think 
that  affair  will  have  any  other  consequences. 

I  also  append  the  words  of  the  Sioux,  Sakis,  and  Ren'ard 
Chiefs  to  the  Sieur  Marin  during  last  winter  and  Spring. 

T  had  been  informed  of  the  secret  plots  that  were  being 
iiatched  between  the  llinois  and  the  Chicachas.  The  former 
endeavored  to  clear  themselves  of  the  suspicions  to  which  their 
dealin2:s  with  the  Chioachas  had  given  rise,  but,  whatever  they 
do,  they  arc  a  Nation  that  it  is  necessary  to  watch,  and  tliat  is 
what  I  recommend  to  the  officers  of  the  Posts  in  their  Country 
not  to  forget. 

I  was  not  informed,  Monseigneur,  of  the  news  you  rcx-eived 
from  Monsieur  de  Bienville  regarding  the  Chicaclias  leaving 
their  lands  to  withdraw  in  the  direction  of  Carolina,  nor  that 
some  have  already  taken:  that  Road.  It  may  be  that  they  have 
taken  that  step  owing  to  their  losses,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
news  needs  confirmation. 

In  any  case  I  will  continue  to  Urge  the  Nations  of  this  Coun- 
try to  harass  them,  until  I  am  informed  tliat  it  is  ucci'ssarv  to 
cease  doing  so.  Several  bands  went  there  last  Spring,  without 
counting  that  which  the  hurons  propose  to  raise  when  they  have 
put  their  village  in  Order. 

T  remain  witJi  very  profound  Respect,  ]\[on?cigneur,  Your 
\ery  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauiiarnois 

Quebec,  September  18,  1743. 
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1743:    EXPENSES  FOR  THE  FOXES  AND  SIOUX;  MARIN'S 
SERVICES  1 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  13,  1743.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  167.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  am  reallv  mortified,  Monseigneui',  that  you 
are  sorry  to  see  tlio  expenses  for  the  Savaf>;es  increasing  eveiy 
year.  I  venture,  however,  to  assure  you  that  I  contract  them 
only  in  cases  where  the  Service  absohitely  requires  it;  and  the 
^2:reater  or  lesser  importance  of  the  matters  of  which  I  have  to 
treat  with  the  different  ISTations  can  not  render  this  expense 
other  than  shifting,  increasing  or  diminishing  According  to  cir- 
ciimstanees.  I  know,  ^Tonseigneur,  that  the  presents  w^re  con- 
siderable last  year  on  account  of  those  I  had  to  make  to  tlie 
Sioux,  Sakis,  and  Kema-ds,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  reporting 
to  you.  The  motives  of  their  coming  and  the  advantages  we 
may  Hope  from  the  promises  which  they  have  made  to  me, 
Eequired  that  I  should  send  them  away  content,  which  can 
only  be  accomplished  in;  this  Way.  Although  these  as  well  as 
other  Savages  Have  come  down  this  Summer  in  great  numbers, 
presents  of  this  sort  will  not  amount  to  nearly  as  much  as  they 
did  last  year.  If,  as  I  naturally  presume,  no  other  ex-penses  are 
Included  with  tliem ;  and  I  Beg  you  to  believe  that,  as  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  nothing  is  Included  except  what  I  can  not  refuse 
for  the  good  of  the  Sen^ice. 

I  had  tlie  honor  of  infoiTning  you,  Monseigneur,  in  my  oom- 
nmnication  of  September  IG,  in  regard  to  the  disposition  in 
which  the  Sioux,  as  well  as  I  he  Sakis  and  Tvonards,  continue  to 
remain,  and  I  have  nothing  further  to  add. 

As  regards  the  Sieur  Marin,  I  had  anticipated  the  intentions 
of  His  Majesty,  in  giving  to  the  Sieur  de  Lusigmin  the  Com.- 
mand  of  the  Post  at  La  Baye,  for  which  I  had  destined  tlio 
forme<r,  less  witJi  a  view  of  having  him  prt)tit  by  the  advantago^^ 

iTlie  first  part  of  this  letter,  relating  to  the  mission  Indians  and  the 
(roquols,  is  found  In  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  pp.  1095-1099  — Ku. 
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which  this  Post  mighl:  offer,  than  of  having  him  succeed,  as  he 
has  don'^i.  in  tlie  mission  with  whicli  I  had  charged  him,  and  for 
which,  Monseigneur,  he  Was  eminently  fitted,  by  his  talents 
and  by  the  E.eputation  which  he  Has  acquired  among  the  'Na- 
tions. The  progress  which  he  has  made  has  thus  far  answered 
my  expectations  ;  and  I  can  give  him  no  more  Solid  marlvS  of 
iho  Satifef action  I  feel  with  these  negotiations,  which  I  have 
Had  the  honor  of  repoi'ting  to  you,  than  in  Begging  you  to 
grant  him  j^our  favor,  of  which  I  venture  to  assure  you  that  he 
is  worthy.  I  can  not  refuse  the  same  testimony  to  His  son, 
who  has  succeeded  in  the  details  which  the  Sieur  Marin  en- 
trusted to  him  in  these  ^Negotiations  as  completely  as  could  be 
Hoped. 

I  am  with  very  great  respect,  Minisclgneur,  your  very  liuiiiljlc 
and  very  obedient  ser\'ant, 

Beauiiaenois 

Quebec,  October  13,  1743. 


1744:    TRANQUILITY  IN  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY;  EVILS  OF 
LEASED  POSTS 

[Letter  from  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  9,  1S44. 
Bource,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  81,  fol.  IGO.] 

AToNSEiGNEUK — I  luivo  rcccivcd  the  Letter  vou  did  me  tlie 
honor  of  writing  iiie  on  the  30th  of  IMarch  last. 

The  liurons  who  came  back  from  Sandoske  to  Settle  at  la 
graudo  'I'cn-e  h^'luw  Detroit,  iiianifcsl  no  intention  of  Changing 
that  Selllement,  and  the  Idea  they  rdi'inerly  Inid  of  Going  away 
setMns  to  have  Completely  Vanished.  1  am  also  sati-fied  with 
nnmner  in  ^vhich  they  received  the  Collar  and  the  hatchet 
1  (;i.ise<l  to  bo  given  them  by  the  Sieur  do  Longnenil  on  Tlie 
Oi'casion  of  the  declaration  of  War.'     1  ap])end  the  answers 

iThe  War  of  the  Austrian  Succession,  known  in  America  as  King 
George's  War,  broke  out  early  in  1744.  Beauharnois  received  news  of 
the  declaration  of  hostilities  in  the  late  spring  or  early  sununer  of  this 
year.— Ed. 
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thej  gave,  and  I  am  to  a  certain  extent  e(./iivinceil  that  next 
winter  they  will  (as  they  promised  me)  attack  the  English  Set- 
tlements and  especially  those  of  la  Belle  Eiviere  a  report  on 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  yon  in  one  of  my  despatches/ 
Moreover,  it  seems  to  mo  that  the  Sieur  do  Longueuil  gives  to 
the  service  of  that  Post  all  the  care  I  recommended  him  to  take 
in.  Governing  the  Savages,  and  so  far,  Monseigiieur,  I  have  only 
good  Eeports  to  give  yon  of  him. 

Father  Degonor  who  went  np  to  Detroit  last  year  to  relie\'e 
Father  do  la  Tiichardie  came  back  last  Summer  on  acconnt  of 
his  illness  which  even  compels  him  to  return  to  France.'  Father 
(lo  la  Fichardie  has  remained  in  charge  of  the  Mission  of  that 
IVv4.  For  the  past  two  years  thei*e  has  not  been,  any  question 
of  the  causes  of  complaint  I  had  against  him,  and  I  think  his 
reHeotions  since  then  will  induce  him  to  behave  in  a  different 
manner  from  that  in  which  he  acted  Toward  me  in  the  past 

I  admit,  Monseigneur,  that  Monsieur  hocquart  and  myself 
have  considered  the  Appointment  of  a  stationary  Commandant 
at  Detroit  as  one  of  the  surest  means  of  hastening  the  Settle- 
ment of  that  Post,  and,  if  it  appeared  to  you  that  I  Opposed 
your  first  idea,  the  reflections  that  have  since  occurred  to  me 
are  those  I  have  thought  well  founded  for  the  reasons  I  had  die 
honor  to  lay  before  you  last  year,  and  to  which  I  have  nothing 
to  add.  Moreover  with  regard  to  the  fresh  Infonnxition  you  are 
pleased  to  ask  of  mo  on  this  subjcx^t,  I  will  await  Ilis  ]\[ajesly'3 
orders  respecting  what  he  may  deem  advisable  to  decide  in  Con- 
nection with  that  Commandant,  either  to  make  him  stationary, 
or  to  leave  ]\latters  on  their  i)rescut  footing. 

T  have  not  ceased,  Monseigneur,  to  devote  my  attention  to 
nniintaiuing  Peace  between  the  Sioux  and  the  Western  Nations 
as  well  as  with  the  Sauteux  (d'  (jamanistigt)uia  and  hi  piunte. 
1  have  also  instructed  the  Sieur  do  JSToyello  who  went  to  relieve 

iSee  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  Ik,  pp.  1103-1109,  for  Deaiiharnois's  reports 
Of  the  arrangements  made  for  war  upon  the  English  colonies. — Ed. 

2 Note  on  margin  of  original  MS.,  apparently  in  Boauharnois's  hand- 
writing:   "He  did  not  go  after  all." 
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the  Sieui  de  J  a  Verendrye  io  spare  no  Effort,  not  only  to  Main- 
tain peace  amongst  tlie  western  Nations,  bnt  also  to  Induce 
tliem  to  make  some  incursions  against  the  English  in  that  coun- 
try and  I  have  given  the  same  OrJers  in  the  other  Posts.  But 
Avhatever  precautions  and  care  may  be  taken  to  restrain  those 
savages,  it  is  rather  difficult  to  Prevent  the  hatred  they  have 
home  one  another  for  a  gi'eat  many  years  from  manifesting  it- 
self occasionally  by  slight  acts  of  Treacheiy  -which  they  cuniiuit 
Amongst  themselves  and  which  happen  at  the  very  moment  they 
are  supposed  to  be  reconciled  judging  by  appearances  and  by 
their  mutual  promises.  Such  was  the  conduct  of  some  Sioiix 
last  winter  toward  tlio  sauteux  of  la  pointe  do  Cliagouamigon 
one  of  whose  men  tliey  killed  iu  the  Winter  quarters  while  they 
sent  another  back  to  tlie  village  after  cutting  off  his  ears.  I 
have  taken  every  precaution  to  Endeavor  to  stay  the  conse- 
quences of  this  affair,  But  as  soon  as  we  have  succeeded  in  set- 
tling it,  perhaps  some  other  deed  will  be  committed  in  anotlier 
direction,  either  by  some  Giddy-pates  while  intoxicated,  or  by 
restless  Spirits,  in  which  the  villages  take  no  part.  This  leads 
me  to  take  the  liberty  of  telling  you  that  we  cannot  Entirely 
c«')n2ratulato  ourselves  on  imaintaining  a  very  lasting  |x?ace 
amongst  those  Nations,  nor  on  Completely  Eemoving  from  their 
minds,  the  hatred  they  have  of  one  another,  especially  the  west- 
ern Nations,  who  cannot  forget  a  former  act  of  treachery 
whereof  the  Sioux  were  guilty  against  tliean  and  the  memory 
whereof  they  have  promised  one  anotlier  to  retain  for  ever.  In 
any  case,  Monseigneur,  I  have  everything  done  that  is  jwssible 
in  order  to  keep  tliem  in  restraii\t  as  far  as  I  can,  and  the  sub- 
ject is  of  too  gi'cat  im]K)rtancc  to  allow  of  my  negU'ctiiig  any- 
thing that  may  depend  on  me. 

I  will  comply,  Monseigneur,  w^ith  what  His  ^Tajesty  is 
pleased  to  recommend  to  me  l^egarding  the  farming  of  the 
Posts.  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  telling  you  that  1  would 
take,  in  what  concerns  me,  all  the  precautions  in  my  jx>w\)r  to 
obviate  the  drawbacks  I  Foresaw  in  the  fanning  of  those  Posts. 
I  should  be  much  pleased,  Monseigneur,  wore  none  to  arise. 
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But  the  posts  of  ISTiagara  and  fort  Frontenac,  by  the  manner  in 
whicli  they  are  Exploited,  seem  already  to  confirm  what  I  had 
at  first  thought  regarding  the  farmers  of  those  Posts.  In  Fact, 
Monseigneur,  tlie  Commandants  at  those  Places  did  not  cease 
this  Simmier,  and  latterly  the  Sieur  do  Celoron,  to  send  nip 
representations  respecting  the  great  number  of  Canoes  that 
came  to  those  Posts  to  Trade  laden  with  Furs  and  Beaver  skins, 
which  they  were  obliged  to  go  and  trade  at  Choueghen,  because 
the  Store-houses  of  those  two  Posts  were  in  nowise  supplied  with 
the  goods  and  Effects  required  for  the  Trade ;  and  it  is  estimated 
that  more  than  six  hundred  packages  went  out  from  l^iagara 
and  were  taken  to  Choueghen.  Moreover  the  goods  there  are  at 
such  a  price  as  to  Completely  disgust  tlie  savages.  And  as 
these  two  matters  seem  to  me  to  affect  the  general  welfare  of 
the  colony's  trade, — ^the  only  thing  I  have  Ever  Considered  —  I 
have  expressed  my  opinion  thereon  to  the  Sieiu*  Chalet^  who 
Exploits  those  Posts.  With  reference  to  the  first  Point,  he  re- 
plied to  me  that  he  had  supplied  the  Posts  with  everything  it 
was  possible  for  himj  to  send,  and,  as  to  the  other,  that  if  ho 
had  to  lower  tlie  price  of  his  goods,  ho  would  prefer  to  cancel 
his  lease  and  that  the  trade  should  be  can-ied  on  for  tlie  King's 
Account.  I  thought,  Monseigneur,  that  the  obligation  I  am 
under  to  report  to  you  what  happens  in  tliis  Colony  KiCquired 
mo  to  inform  you  of  these  Circumstances,  to  whicli  you  will  be 
pleased  to  devote  such  attention  as  you  may  deem  necessary,  aa 
I  myself  can  apply  no  reniiedy,  although  the  subject  is  of  tlie 
highest  importance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  Send  you  the  List  of  tlio  Officers  who  are 
on  Duty  in  the  various  Posts  this  year. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  Respect,  Monseignour,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  olvedient  servant, 

Beauharnois 

Quebec,  October  9,  1744. 

1  Francois  Chalet,  a  merchant  of  Brest,  born  In  1705,  was  director  in 
Canada  for  the  associates  of  La  Compagnie  des  Indes-Occidentales. 
He  died  al  Quebec  in  1747.— Ed. 
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1744:    ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  WESTERN  POSTS 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Beaiiharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 
Minister,  dated  Oct.  14,  1744.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document, 
but  vol.  81,  fol.  12.] 

]\rOXSEIGNEUR  

:r  ;:-  i'r  -x-  *  ^  * 

Detroit  The  arrangements  formerly  prescribed,  by  His 
Majesty  regarding  The  Exploitation  of  the  Post  of 
Detroit  have  been  carried  ont  with  The  Modifications  He  was 
pleased  to  approve.  With  regard  to  the  Establishment  of  the 
stationary  Conimandant,  wo  see  no  objection  to  it.  ]\Ionsieur 
de  Beauhamois  has  The  honor  to  inform  you  in  a  private  de- 
spatch that  he  Vv^ill  await  His  Majesty's  orders,  either  to  make 
such  commjandant  stationary,  or  to  Leave  matters  on  their  pres- 
ent footing.  But  we  doubt  whether  the  sum  of  3,000  livres  which 
is  allowed  the  Sioiir  Chevalier  de  Longiieuil  yearly  In  consider- 
ation of  his  command,  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  remain 
tliere  Longer  than  3  or  4  years,  unless  His  ]\[ajesty  be  pleased 
to  arrant  llie  rank  of  Major  in  addition  together  with  allowances 
on  the  same  footing  as  lie  fonnerly  enacted  In  favor  of  tho 
Commandant  of  fort  do  Chartres.  ]\Lorcovcr  the  voyageura 
alone  have  enjoyed  aiid  still  cnijoy  the  Trade,  and  we  have  not 
been  informed  that  The  Siour  Chevalier  do  Longueuil  has  done 
any  trading. 

]\Iicliiiimakinac  The  Post  of  Michilimakinac  was  Exploited 
as  usual  witli  12  Canoes,  as  Ilis  ^fajosty  or- 
dered. 

Olher  posts  The  P<Jsts  of  Camanistigoya  and  ^[iamis  were 
farmed  out.  fai'mcd  (uit  hist  w  inter  lur  .'I  yr:iv-.  Tbi'  torniiT 
to  iho  Sieur  Mangi'a^  lor  the  prire  d'  .".,000 
livres  And  the  hitter  to  the  SicMir  (liai-ly '  \'<>v  <i. 
Wo  are  making  (Uit  tlie  hase  lor  th;il  <>!'  Ch;i;v(M:;niiim»ii  wilh 
Miidamo  La  luviuk^  as  was  arrange(h     His  iMajesty  has  dis}>osed 

lOnti  of  two  brothers,  Louis  and  .laoques,  sons  of  Jonn  l^aplislo 
Charly,  (lit  St.  Ange.— Ei). 
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of  the  Post  of  Alepinigon  In  favor  of  the  Sieur  La  Lanne. 
Tliat  of  the  Eiver  St.  Joseph  will  Le  farmed  out  next  winter. 

We  remain  with  veiy  profound  respect,  IMonseigTieur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  seiTants, 

Bkauhaexois 
tiocquart 

Quebec,  October  14,  1744. 


1744:    BAD  RESULTS  OF  LEASING  SYSTEM  AT  GREi^a  EAY 

[Letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  25,  1744. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  19G.] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — I  aiTL  to  havo  The  lienor  of  Informing  you 
that  in  the  Report,  made  to  me  this  year  by  Monsieur  de 
Lusifi^an,  the  Commandant  at  la  Baye,  respecting  the  Affairs 
of  that  Post,  he  complains  that  the  farmers  who  Exploit  the 
same  fict  in  that  capacity  with  much  independence  and  insul>or- 
dination  to  the  orders  he  gives  them  with  respect  to  the  maiu- 
teaiance  of  the  French  and  savages.  That  officer  adds  that  they 
have  also  entered  into  a  compact  with  eight  or  ten  Courours  des 
bois  who  came  to  la  Bayo  on  the  first  of  JMay  last  by  which,  in 
consideration  of  a  sum  of  G,000  livres  in  Beaver  skins  wdiicli 
those  Ooui-eurs  paid  on  the  Spot,  the  farmers  bind  themselves 
to  supply  them  this  fall  with  goods  at  llio  same  rate  as  lliev 
sell  them  to  the  other  French  of  the  post  and  to  give  them  per- 
mission to  Trade  them  at  that  Place;  also,  as  he  hns  no  garri- 
son with  him,  ho  has  been  unable,  not  only  to  secure  tho  Cour- 
ours des  Bois,  but  even  to  repress  the  License  of  the  fanners  who 
are  all  the  more  blameworlhy  as  they  are  acting  in  diivct  con- 
'  Iravention  to  ITis  Majesty's  ordinances,  supporting  themselves 
in  tliis  matter,  as  in  all  others  contrary  to  good  order,  by  the  iir- 
gument  that,  as  they  pay  the  rent  of  tho  Post,  they  unist  in  uo- 
wiso  Ih3  hindered  iu:  anything  they  Consider  conducive  to  their 
interests.    Ou  learning  of  this  weak  argument  I  wrote  to  the 
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Sieur  de  Lusigiian  to  see  that  order  is  kept  at  that  Post  and  if 
the  Sieur  Auger/ — ^one  of  the  interested  parties  of  Avhoni  he 
conii^lains  more  especially, — continues  to  give  trouble,  to  send 
him  back  tO'  Montreal  when  the  Canoes  return  from  that  Place 
next  year,  ordering  the  other  interested  parties  to  bring  him 
back  on  pain  of  disobedience.  With  regard  to  the  matter  of  the 
compact  made  by  those  farmers  with  the  coureurs  des  Jiois  I 
ordered  him  to  oppose  The  Carrying  out  of  such  an  Infringe- 
ment of  the  King's  Ordinances  by  not  pennitting  the  Delivery 
of  the  goods,  and,  on  the  contrary,  giving  orders  to  the  farmers 
;iud  the  Engages  to  seize  the  Coureurs  des  Bois  and  hand  them 
over  to  himi  that  he  may  Send  them  to  me.  I  shall  have  The 
honor,  Monseigiieur,  to  report  to  you  next  year  all  that  happciiis 
in  connection  with  the  orders  the  Sieur  de  Lusignan  is  to  give 
on  the  receipt  of  niy  connnands,  and  if  those  farmers,  instead  of 
Executing  themi,  continue  to  act  as  they  have  done,  I  shall  ar- 
range with  Monsieur  hocquart  as  to  what  is  to  l>e  done  to  put 
an  end  to  disorders  which  cannot  be  tolerated  for  any  Reason, 
taking  proper  precautions  also  to  prevent  the  working  of  that 
post  being  interinipted. 

I  remainj  ^vith  very  profound  Respect,  Monseigneur,  Youi 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Beauhai?nois 

Quebec,  October  25,  1744. 


1745:    DISAFFECTION  OF  THE  INDIANS  AT  DETROIT 

[Letter  from  Longueuil,  commandant  at  Detroit,  to  Beauharnola, 
dated  July  28,  1745.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  83, 
I'ol.  61.1 

I  have  jiist  learned  from  hurons  who  have  como  back  from 
Choua(|uiu  that  tlie  hhiglish  Commandant  had  assembled  the 
Xations  that  Were  at  liis  ]K)st,  amongst  whom:  Wore  ours,  to 
make  them  a  ]>n5sent  of  a  largo  Cask  of  Brandy  for  oaoh  vil- 

iFor  this  partner  see  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  p.  37. — En. 
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laf!;e,  which  they  acceptedj  And  by  Avhich  the  Englishmen  told 
them  they  must  in  future  look  on  them  As  the  only  ones  who 
will  he  Me  to  supply  them  with,  goods,  because  fleets  are  to 
put  to  sea  to  take  Canada  and  l>ecome  the  absolute  Masters 
Thereof ;  that  consequently  the  French  will  have  no  more 
^oods  tills  year  Wherewith  to  supply  them.  This  ISTews  has 
produced  so  great  an  Effect  in  the  Villages  of  this  post,  that 
they  are  leaving  continually  without  saying  a  word. 

I  have  represented  to  the  chiefs  that  such  Conduct  Was  ab- 
solutely contrary  to  your  Will.  They  answered  me  that  they 
could  not  do  without  Brandy,  cloth,  and  ])OTcelain,  and  that  all 
those  Goods  Were  too  dear  here  and  at  Niagara. 

I  remain,  etc., 

LONGUEUIL 


1745:    WESTERN  INDIANS  ON  THE  WARPATH;    SCARCITY  OF 

GOODS 

[Extract  from  a  letter  of  Beauharnois  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Oct.  28,  1745.    Reprinted  from  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  20,  21.] 

*  ^         -X-         -X-         *  ^- 

As  for  tlie  other  I^Tations  belonging  to  the  posts,  the  ardor 
manifested  by  those  who  were  at  ]\Iontreal  and  who  accom- 
panied mo  down  to  Quebec,  and  their  conduct  towards  the  Eng- 
lish on  other  occasions,  are  proofs  of  tlio  sincerity  of  their 
promises  to  me,  when  accepting  the  hatchet  I  presented,  and 
caused  to  be  presented  to  them.  None  wore  willing  to  accopt 
the  underground  belts  the  English  caused  to  be  introduced  into 
their  villages,  to  induce  them  to  declare  against  the  French; 
and  there  is  no  suspicion  of  their  assisting  at  any  T^^l^•lish 
Council.  Several  parties  of  the  Detroit  Indians  whicli  had 
been  foinnied,  as  I  had  tJie  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  falling  on  the  English  settlements  towards  Canilina, 
have  returned  without  striking  a  blow.  Chevalier  de  I>ong- 
ueuil  wrote  me  on.  the  27th  August  last,  that  thoy  passed  five 
entire  chiys  at  the  cntranco  of  Euirlisli  villages  without  any 
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success ;  that  the  men  did  not  come  out,  so  that  nothing  was 
killed  but  a  large  number  of  horses,  and  hunger  obliged  the 
Indians  to  abandon  their  expedition;  tliat,  however,  two  par- 
ties of  Plurons  were  unwilling  to  return  without  affecting 
something,  and  were  going  to  ti-y  to  penetrate  into  some  places 
that  were  less  on  their  guard,  and  where  they  will  probably 
strike  a  blow.  zVlthough  these  movements  have  been,  hitherto 
miattended  with  any  success,  and  none  of  any  consequence 
can  be  expected  fronx  the  operations  of  those  parties,  M.  de 
Longueuil  will  prevail  on  these  Nations  to  organize  others, 
in  order  to  foster  a  continual  spirit  of  hostility  against  the 
English,  who,  in  consequence  of  their  distrust  of  the  Indians, 
will  not  be  able  to  corrupt  and  gain  them  over  to  their  side. 

Sieur  de  la  Corue,  the  elder,  ^  whom  I  have  sent  to  command 
at  Missiiimaekinac,  writes  me  on  the  27th  of  August  last,  that 
as  soon  as  he  had  raised  the  war-song  at  that  post,  GO  Outaouacs 
and  Saulteux,  applied  to  him  for  M.  Noyelle,  junior,  who 
is  deputy  there,  to  conduct  them  to  Montreal,  in  order  to 
attack  the  English  in  conjunction  with  our  domiciliated  Indi- 
ans. According  to  what  he  writes  me  of  their  departure,  I 
have  reason  to  expect  them  from  day  to  day,  and  ihey  will 
do  good  service  in  divers  places. 

The  emigration  of  the  Chaouanuns  has  at  length  taken  ])lace; 
they  have  removed  from  their  former  location  to  the  place  I 
allotted  them  at  the  prairie  of  the  ^laskoutins;  they  have  e^^eii 
tied  and  plundered  the  English  traders  on  the  Belle  Iliviero 
to  the  number  of  eight,  and  advised  de  Longueuil  to  send 
in  search  of  them.  But  the  detachment  of  15  or  IG  Canad- 
ians dispatched  thither  by  that  ollicer,  discovered  only  one, 
and  tlie  Chaouanoiis  have  said  that  tiiey  liad  carriml  the  others 
along  with  them  to  their  winter  (juaiter.^,  and  would  bring  lliem 
to  me,  themselves,  next  year.  1  would  have  wished  ihey  had 
acted  otherwise,   and   sent  M.   de    Longueuil,   as   ihey  had 

1  Louis  do  la  Coriie,  Sicur  do  Cliapt  et  Terrebonne,  born  1G9G,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  de  Ramezay,  and  died  at  his  seignoiry  of  Terrebonne 
In  1762.— Ed. 
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promised,  rlioso  prisoners,  who  possibly  will  eseape  troiu,  or 
perhaps  be  liberated  bv,  diem;  possibly  even  tliey  may  form 
a  new  alliance  witli;  in  order  to  obtain  rlieir  supplies  from 
them.  This  is  the  more  to  be  apprehended,  inasmuch  as, 
independent  of  the  little  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the  incon- 
stancy of  tlie  Indians,  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  goods  and 
articles  tliey  require,  may  produce  among  thenu  gTeat  change 
towards  us,  and  you  will  form  a  more  correct  opinion  of  our 
situation  and  of  the  difficulty  we  experience  in  supporting  the 
posts  in  the  Upper  country,  from  the  report  M*".  Hocquart 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  on  that  subject.  Wh.at 
I  specially  have  to  inform  you,  and  took  the  liberty  to  com- 
municate to  3'ou  in  my  despatch  of  the  19*^^  of  June  last,  is, 
tJiat  there  has  been  a  great  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  goods 
taken  up  this  year  for  the  trade  [V exploitation']  of  the  posts, 
in  comparison  with  what  has  been  sent  there  in  previous  years. 
In  consequence  of  the  small  quantity  of  goods  in  the  hands 
of  the  merchants  who  furnish  outfits,  the  ruling  high  prices, 
and  the  low  rates  obtained  for  peltries  brought  in  return  from 
the  Upper  countries,  the  Indian  traders  have  been  discouraged 
from  supplying  them.selves  with  goods,  and  notwitJistanding 
I  offered  licenses  for  nothing — especially  to  Detroit,  in  order 
that  there  should  be  abundance  of  goods  at  that  post — only  ten 
went  up  this  year;  I  was  obliged  to  give  seven  of  these  licenses 
gratis,  in  return  for  conveying  the  effects  of  the  Commandant 
and  of  the  garrison  which  could  not  otherwise  be  carried  up 
without  great  expense  to  his  Majesty.^  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find  sale,  cither  for  the  usual  number  of  licenses  for  the 
post  of  Missilimakinac,  to  which  place  only  nine  canoes  have 
gone,  after  considerable  solicitation;  for  the  same  reasons  that 
I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  set  forth,  which  apply  oqiinlly  to  all 
the  other  h^ased  posts;  also  to  ihoso  df  Niagara  and  l'\>rt  Froiito- 
nac,  which  are  hardly  l>etter  provided  with  goods  ncc4.>ssary 
for  the  Indian  trade  (hero,  and  will  be  mudi  less  so  next  year, 
no  supplies  of  any  description  having  reached  us  tJiis  year. 

iNote  on  original  MS.:  "These  effects  have  amounted  to  11.400  lbs. 
In  weight." 
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1746:    DIFFICULTIES  AT  WESTERN  POSTS  OCCASIONED  BY 

WAR 

[EJxtract  from  a  letter  of  Beauharnois  and  Hocquart  to  the  French 

Minister,  dated  Sept.  22,  174G.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  -Col- 
onies, Paris;  pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  85,  c.  11,  fol.  15."] 

MONSEIC^NEUE  

With  Regard  to  the  other  Posts  of  the  Upper  Countries,  The 
orders  you  gave  to  farm  Them  or  have  them  Exploited  by  means 
of  The  purchase  of  Licenses,  were  followed  until  last  year,  but 
the  circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed  this  year  through  the 
lack  of  goods,  added  to  their  deamess,  have  not  allowed  of  our 
continuing  the  same  aiTangemcnt  for  all.  In  Fact  of  the  12 
Licenses  granted  for  Detroit,  there  was  only  one  for  which  500 
livres  were  paid  to  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois;  with  Regard  to 
the  11  others,  it  was  all  we  could  do  to  Engage  Voyageurs,  in 
consideration  of  the  full  remission  of  the  price  of  tlie  License 
and  of  the  obligation  to  Transport  the  munitions  required  for 
the  sei'vice,  tO'  Send  there  sonne  goo  is  they  collected  in  the  store- 
houses of  private  Individuals. 

The  Post  of  Michiliniakinac  Has  Been  in  the  same  Position. 
Only  5  Licenses  have  been  Sent  for  that  post  and  nothing  has 
been  paid  for  them. 

We  Induced  The  Sicur  Gatincau,  the  fanner  of  IMichipico- 
ton  whoso  lease  Had  Expired,  to  Send  a  Cano(}  to  that  Post^  on 
his  paying  1,000  livres  instead  of  3,750  livros,  the  amount  of 
his  rent. 

Wo  endeavored  to  find  a  farmer  for  La  Bayc  but  without  suo- 
cess.  Th(^  hist  Lrasc  in  favor  of  JVlonsicur  I .agoriiciul irro 
ILid  Expired.  The  lack  of  goods  had  an  etrcct  on  The  Exploit- 
ation of  that  Post  as  on  tho-^c  ahoxc  iiuMit ioikmI.  Xcvorlhclcss, 
Monsieur  do  la  Conie,  the  ConriiiandaTit  at  IMichiliniakinac,  pro- 
vided for  Iho  safety  and  indifferently  for  the  Trade  of  tho  said 
Post,  by  allowing  (wo  private  individuals  to  Eit  (henisclvos  out 
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at  Michilimakinac  for  the  said  Place  of  la  Baye,  on  condition 
tliat  they  pay  1,000  livres  each/ 

The  farmers  in  charge  of  the  Posts  of  the  Ouatanons  and  of 
the  Piver  St.  Joseph  were  Allowed  to  remain  for  another  year 
free  of  cost,  in  order  to  Maintain  the  savages  of  that  Post  until 
times  Cliange. 

Others  faiTners  have  begun  to  make  representations  to  us 
whereon  we  cannot  for  the  present  Report  to  you. 

The  garrison  of  Niagara  has,  since  the  war,  consisted  of  62 
men,  including  5  officers;  that  of  fort  frontenac  of  41  men,  In- 
cluding 4  officers;  The  garrison  of  fort  St.  Frederic  Is  93  sol- 
diers and  the  officers.  All  these  Posts  are  at  present  well  sup- 
plied with,  provisions  and  munitions  of  war. 

We  remain  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseignour,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  Obedient  SeiTants, 

Eeauharnois 

Hoc QUART 


1747:    LEASE  FOR  THE  POST  AT  GREEN  BAY 

[MS.  In  archives  of  Miuistdre  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmark,  "Can- 
ada, Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  89,  c.  11,  fol.  14G."] 

Agreement  regarding  the  exploiiation  of  the  Post  of  la  Bale 
des  Puants. 

On  this  day,  the  Tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  Si>von  llun- 
dixxl  and  Porty-SevcMi,  We,  .losiie  BoisbiM-niclot  di^  l^eauours, 
Govcjrnor  of  ^lontrcal,  and  Ilonoro  Michi^l  di^  X'iHebois,  Ooni- 
inissary   General   of   the   said    Phu'(%'    in    .\<'cord:nu'e  with 

1  For  further  reports  from  the  post  at  Green  Ray,  see  A'.  V.  Colon. 
Docs.,  X,  pp.  37,  38.— Ei). 

2Honor6  Michel  de  la  Rouvillii^re,  Sieur  de  Villebois,  was  horn  In 
France.  Coming  to  Canada  some  time  hefore  1737,  he  married  In  that 
year  Catherine  Begon,  daughter  of  a  former  intendant.  In  1718  he 
was  appointed  Intendant  of  Rouisiana.  wIumc  he  served  until  his  death 
in  17B2.~Ei). 
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the  ordcvs  of  ]^Lessie^rs  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  Gov- 
ernor General,  ^Vnd  Ilocqnart,  Tntendant,  have  entered  into 
tlie  FolloAving  stipulations  And  A^-reenieuts  \vith  the  Sicurs  de 
Clignancourt,  MonierOj  And  I'Edielle/  jointly  and  severally 
acce})ting,  And  one  for  all  to  E'x])loit  the  post  of  la  Baye  des 
Puaiits  on  the  following  Conditions.  Xaniely: 

Article  first.  The  said  Sieurs  Cligiiancourt,  Meniere,  And  V 
Echelle  shall  Themselves  or  through  their  Engages  carry  on  the 
Exclusive  Trade  with  the  Savages  and  the  French  Settled 
throughout  the  whole  Extent  of  the  said  post,  to  Wit:  with  the 
Puants,  folles  avoines,  Renards,  Sakis,  And  Scionx,  Being  care- 
ful to  treat  the  latter  with  circumspection  And  to  attract  thera 
as  much  as  possihle;  The  whole  within  The  usual  Limits  And 
as  Far  as  la  Iviviere  a  la  Boclic  wlsicli  will  ^cvw  a  hoinidnry 
in  the  event  of  the  nati(jns  aforesaid  going  to  winter  there. 

Article  2nd.  The  said  farmers  may  Send  to  the  said  Post 
such  number  of  Canoes  i.nd  snch  (piantity  of  goods  as  they  may 
Deem  necessary.  With  Begard  to  the  Engages,  it  is  advisable, 
in  order  not  to  deprive  the  country  of  men,  that  the}'  should 
take  there  In  War  time  only  those  indis])ensably  required,  Be- 
ing careful  to  obtain  a.  License  from  ]\[onsieur  the  General  for 
evei-y  Canoe  in  the  usual  manner,  which  shall  be  endorsed  by 
Monsieur  The  Intendant.  To  such  Licenses  shi^ll  be  ap]>ended 
tlie  Roll  of  the  said  Engages  acce]ited  by  Monsieur  the  General 
aforesaid.  The  Licenses  and  Rolls  sliall  Afterward  be  Regis- 
tered in  the  usual  manner  in  the  Office  of  the  Jurisdiction  of 
Montreal. 

Article  3rd.  The  said  farmers  shall  not  load  in  tli(Mr  (\nmes 
more  than  the  quantity  of  four  ]X)ts  of  lli;iiidv  for  The  ns(»  of 
Each  Engage  during  the  Jonriu^y;  they  shall  furllnM-  he  per- 

iPor  Louis  Matthieu  Damoiirs,  Sicur  do  Clii;na'UH)(nt.  soi-  ante, 
p.  34,  note  1. 

Jtan  Moriier  was  born  in  France  in  1718;  emigrating  to  Canada,  lio 
establislK'd  himself  at  Montreal,  where  he  married  in  1760. 

Jean  I'Eehelle  was  born  in  France  in  1710,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  married  Marie  Anne  Decouagne  at  Montreal— En. 
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mitted  to  Send  every  year  in  their  Canoes  thirty  or  forty  casks 
of  sixteen  pots  each  for  Consumption  at  the  post. 

Article  Ji-th,  The  previous  farmer  shall  not  carry  on  any 
trade  from  the  moment  of  The  arrival  of  the  New  farmers  -at 
the  said  Post  And  the  former  shall  be  obliged  to  send  away 
And  remove  without  the  Limits  of  the  post  all  the  goods  he 
may  have  on  hand;  a  Statement  of  the  goods  so  remaining 
to  him  shall  be  drawn  up  as  well  as  of  the  Bales  that  may 
be  made  of  the  same  for  conveyance  to  Missilimakinac,  where 
the  farmers  of  the  other  posts  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase 
them ;  The  whole  with  the  Knowledge  of  the  Commandant  of 
Missilimakinac  aforesaid,  And  not  otherwise;  unless  he  should 
prefer  to  dispose  of  the  same  by  private  agreement  with  the 
new  farmers.  The  previous  farmer  shall  leave  one  Engage 
only  at  the  post  to  collect  the  debts  due  him,  Which  Engage 
shall  be  fed  by  the  new  farmers,  And  shall  not  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever  carry  on  any  trade;  or  The  previous  fanner 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  new  faiTners  with  reference 
to  such  debts,  or  the  new  farmers  shall  recover  the  same  at 
their  cost,  And  in  such  case  one  half  of  the  Debts  collected  shall 
belong  to  the  said  faiiners  who  shall  have  The  alternative  or 
choice,  And  who  shall  be  bound  to  deliver  The  other  half 
of  the  said  Debts  at  Missilimakinac  to  the  order  of  The  pre- 
vious fanner. 

Article  5th.  The  officer  who  shall  be  appointed  command- 
ant of  the  said  Post  shall  not  can-y  on  any  Trade  directly  or 
indirectly  under  any  pretext  whatsoever;  he  may  only  have 
a  small  quantity  of  goods  for  purchasing  the  food  required 
for  his  subsistence. 

Article  6th.  The  officer  Commanding  the  said  Pix^t  shnll 
give  every  protection  to  the  fanners  to  t'acililatc  tlioir  Trade; 
ho  shall  Likewise  Exert  his  authority  to  drive  from  all  the 
Territory  of  the  said  Post  all  Coureurs  dcs  Bois  and  deserters, 
whom  he  shall  cause  to  l>e  arrested  when  necessary,  And  their 
goods  shall  bo  seized  at  the  suit  of  the  said  farmers  and  se<]ues- 
trated  after  an  Inventory  has  hcen  made  of  the  same.  Until 
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Monsieur  the  General  and  monsieur  The  Inteiuhuit  Have  given 
orders  regarding  Them. 

Article  7th.  Tlie  farmers  shall  be  obliged  to  provide  the 
Commandant  with  Fnel  And  lodgings,  and  to  supply  him -with 
the  presents  it  may  be  advisable  to  give  the  savage  nations  of 
the  post,  but  always  in  moderation,  And  solely  to  Keep  them 
well  disposed  toward  the  French,  And  Prevent  them  from 
taking  their  fur.s  to  Strangers,  such  presents  to  be  Independent 
of  th-ose  the  said  farmers  Themselves  may  give  to  Induce  the 
savages  to  hunt.  And  to  trade  Avitli  Them.  In  all  such  Cases 
the  presents  of  furs  that  may  be  given  by  the  savages  to  The 
commanding  officer  shall  revert  to  the  farmers,  the  said  Officer 
to  have  no  Claim;  Thereon. 

Article  8th.  The  Commanding  officer  shall  be  obliged  to 
provide  his  food  at  his  own  expense  in  consideration  whereof 
the  farmers  shall  be  bound  to  convey  to  him  In  their  Canoes, 
every  year,  the  quantity  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  weight, 
in  Food,  provisions  and  goods  suitable  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Food  necessary  for  his  subsistence  at  that  Place;  they 
shall  Likewise  convey  free  of  charge  his  person,  his  Trunk, 
his  money-Box,  And  utensils  required  for  the  Journey  lK>th 
in  going  to  the  said  Post  and  returning  Therefrom. 

Article  9th.  Should  His  Majesty  be  obliged  to  incur  any 
Extraordinary  expenditure  at  the  post,  either  on  account  of 
war,  or  of  the  removal  of  a  Village  of  savages,  the  fanners 
shall  bo  bound  to  provide  the  Commandant  with  the  necessary 
goods  to  give  such  presents  as  ni,ay  be  Advisable,  which  goods 
shall  be  paid  by  the  King  to  the  said  fanners  at  tlie  rate  of 
thirty  per  Cent  above  the  cost  of  The  0\itfit. 

Article  10th.  The  farmers  of  the  said  post  shall  oMijn^l 
to  pi'ovide  Tlie  ( 'onimaiuliiig  oliinT  with  an  inlci'prclri-  a(  ihrir 
expemsc. 

Article  llih.  The  said  farmers  shall  alone,  ami  to  the 
Exclusion  of  all  others,  have  the  privilege  of  Sibling  u]>  one 
or  more  forges  at  the  said  ]>ost,  but  the  Commandant  may 
oblige  tlu^m  to  have  one  for  The  us(^  And  Convonionco  of  the 
Savages;  the  prolil  thereof  shall,  however,  In^long  to  tluMu. 
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Article  12th  and  last.  In  consideration  of  the  above  stipula- 
tions the  said  Sieurs  Clignancourt,  ^lonierrc,  And  L'Eichelle, 
jointly  and  severally,  And  willingly,  Undertook  tc  Exploit  the 
said  Post  of  la  Baye,  to  enjoy  the  Same  for  the  period  And 
Space  of  three  consecutive  years,  from  the  month  of  August 
next,  To  the  same  Date  in  The  year  one  thousand  Seven  hun- 
dred and  Fifty,  on  the  condition  of  paying  Into  the  hands  of 
Monsieur  the  General,  in  the  month  of  October  of  each  year 
that  this  Covenant  shall  last  And  Beginning  with  tliis  year, 
The  sum  of  Five  thousand  Livres  In  War  time.  When  a  suffii- 
cient  quantity  of  goods  arrives  to  enable  them,  to  obtain  what 
they  need  to  supply  the  said  post ;  but  if  the  ships  fail  to  come, 
And  they  are  unable  to  find  goods  in  the  country,  And  little,  or 
no  powder  And  Cloth,  they  shall  be  bound  to  pay  the  sum  of 
Three  thousand  livres  only  in  any  year  in  which  such  accidents 
shall  happen.  Exclusive  of  the  present  year,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  their  Outfit.  Likewise,  should  peace  be  declared  and 
goods  of  all  Kinds  be  abundant  in  the  country,  the  said  farmers 
shall  pay  for  each  of  the  said  years  of  abundance — not  Includ- 
ing the  present  one — The  sum  of  six  thousand  livres.  And 
to  secure  the  payment  of  the  price  of  the  said  lease  the  said 
Sieiu's  do  Olignancourt,  Meniere,  And  I'Echelle  have  jointly 
and  severally  pledged  And  mortgaged  all  their  chattels  jier- 
sonal  and  real  estate  present  And  future;  for  the  payment 
of  which  sums  hereinabove  stipulated  they  Consent  to  be 
liable  to  coercive  imprisonment,  as  in  the  case  of  His  Majesty's 
own  moneys  and  affairs.  Done  at  Montreal  on  the  Day  And 
in  the  year  first  above  written. 

(Signed)  Clignancourt^  Moniere^  UEchelle,  Beau- 
couKT,  And  Michel. 

Tnie  copy.  ^Michel. 
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1747:    REVOLT  OF  INDIANS  OF  THE  UPPER  COUNTRY 

[Extracts  from  the  diary  of  events  for  the  year  1747,  sent  by  the 
governor  and  intendant  of  New  France  to  the  French  Minister.  Re- 
printed from  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  99-130.] 

May  21st.  The  most  of  the  voyageiirs  destined  for  the 
[Indian]  posts  are  actually  arrived  at  Montreal  and  ready 
to  start.  We  have  great  reluctance  to  interpose  to  the  Upper 
country  trade  any  obstacles  whereby  the  Colony  would  be 
deprived  of  a  considerable  connnerce.  But  this  profit  does 
not  enter  into  any  comparison  with  the  preservation  of  the 
country,  for  in  saving  the  Colony  we  save  all ;  therefore,  we 
shall  not  hesitate  to  issue  orders  at  Montreal  to  employ  in 
M.  Rigaud's  detachment^  these  voyagiiers,  or  at  least  such  of 
them  as  have  deferred  their  departure ;  except,  only,  we  add, 
the  canoes  of  the  West  sea,^  of  the  Guyatonons  and  of  the 
Mi  amis. 

May  29th.  The  merchants  of  Montreal  are  very  reasonable 
on  the  subject  of  the  postj^onement  of  the  departure  of  their 
canoes  for  the  Upper  country.  None  of  them  ex|)oct  to  get 
away  before  we  receive  some  favorable  news.  The  majority 
of  the  voyageurs  destined  for  these  canoes  are  daily  employed 
in  the  different  detachments  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  the  ^Tohawks. 

June  2  J  St.    J>y  the  Ksame  courier  we  receive  letters  from 


lArnaud  de  Rigaud,  brother  of  the  Marquis  do  Vamlreuil.  later  gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  was  born  in  1705.  He  was  a  famous  partisan  leader, 
and  his  expeditions  both  in  King  George's  War  (1714  48)  and  the 
French  and  Indian  War  carried  devastations  against  the  English  fron- 
tier. He  was  colonel  of  troops  and  governor  of  Montreal  at  the  time 
-of  the  English  conquest.  The  expedition  hero  referred  to  made  head- 
quarters at  Fort  St.  Frederic,  whence  raids  were  sent  out  against  the 
outlying  settlements  of  New  England  and  New  York.  See  Maine  Hist. 
Soc.  Colls.,  ill,  pp.  170,  171,  for  a  typical  altacU.— En. 

2 The  forts  erected  by  La  V6rendrye  and  his  successors  were  collec- 
tively entitled,  "Post  of  the  Western  Sea"  (de  la  Mcr  do  l  Oucst ) .— lOii. 
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Captain  d©  la  Come,  who  was  detached  by  the  General  to  all 
the  Upper  Nations;  he  Avrites  ns  from,  Michiliniakinac,  ion 
the  G^^  of  May,  that  all  the  nations  whom  he  had  visited  had 
voluntarily  and  readily  offered  to  go  down  to  Montreal,  and 
that  he  had  not  met  any  difficnlty  in  his  mission,  in  which  he 
succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations.  He  expects 
to  arrive  in  Montreal  on  the  20*^  of  this  month  at  soonest ; 
he  does  not  tell  us  the  number  of  Indians,  nor  the  names  of 
the  tribes  that  lare  to  follow  him. 

June  26th.  We  send  the  necessary  orders  to  Montreal,  for 
the  dispatch  of  the  canoes  destined  for  tlie  posts  of  the  Upper 
Country,  which  it  is  impossible  to  detain  any  longer  in  view 
of  the  necessity  that  exists  of  sending  goods  to  tlie  Indians 
who  are  absolutely  in  need  of  them.  These  canoes  are  to  be 
convoyed  by  about  100  Frenchmen  and  Indians,  for  fear  of 
surprise,  principally  from  the  Mohawks.  Ensign  Dubuisson, 
who  commands  this  convoy,  has  orders  to  escort  the  oanoes 
as  far  as  Niagara.^  On  his  arrival  there,  he  will  leave  half 
his  detachment  at  that  post,  to  provide  the  necessary  firewood 
for  the  garrison,  and  pursue  his  voyage  with  the  remainder 
of  his  men  as  far  as  Detroit,  whence  he  will  conduct  the  canoes 
destined  for  the  most  distant  posts  and  places. 

*  *         *         -x-         *  *  * 

July  8th.  We  learn  by  a  letter  of  tlie  6*^  that  M^  de  Lacerue, 
the  elder,  had  just  arrived  with  11)2  Indians  from  ^lichiliniak- 
inao,  Eiver  Joseph,  and  the  Bale,  about  SO  of  whom  are 
women  and  children. 

*  *        *        -jf         *        ^-        *  * 

July  IGth.  These  gentlemen  write  us  on  the  15^''  that  they 
have  heard  and  answered  the  Indians  whom  'M^  de  l.a  Corno 

iSon  of  Joseph  Guyon  Dubuisson,  for  whose  services  In  the  Fox 
wars  see  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  xvi.  index.  The  officer  mentioned  in  (ho 
text  was  second  ensign  in  1741.  ensign  in  full  service  1745.  and  lieu- 
tenant 1750.  Probal)ly  he  was  the  captain  who  was  wounded  at  Que- 
bec in  17G0.    See  Wis.  Hist.  Colls.,  v.  p.  118.— Eo. 
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had  brought  down ;  tliat  they  intend  to  send  them  off  imme- 
diately with  that  officer  to  join  de  Rigaud,  or  to  make  a 
special  attack,  should  tliey  not  hud  liiiu.  These  Indians 
number  about  90,  including  those  who  have  come  down  with 
de  la  Come  and  the  others  who  have  wintered  at  Mont- 
real. 

*  *  K-  -X-  -X-  * 

July  20th.  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters  both  from  ]\[on+real 
and  Detroit ;  those  from  Detroit  are  very  interesting.  Chevalier 
do  LongLieuil,  commanding  that  post,  writes  us,  on  the  23*^  June, 
that  some  Hurons  of  Detroit,  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  the  war 
chief  Nicolas,  who,  some  years  since,  had  settled  at  Sandoske, 
havQ killed  5  rrenclimen  who  Avere  on  their  return  from  the  post 
at  the  White  river,  and  stolen  their  furs;^  that  all  the  Indians 
of  the  neighborhood,  except  the  Illinois,  had  fonued  the 
design  to  destroy  all  the  French  of  Detroit  on  one  of  the  holi- 
days of  Pentecost,  and  afterwards  to  go  to  the  fort  and  sul> 
ject  all  to  fire  and  sword  ;  that  some  Ilurons,  having  struck 
too  soon,  the  plot  had  been  discovered  by  a  Huron  squaw  who 
camo  to  give  Chevalier  de  Longueuil  notice  of  it;  that  this 
conspiracy  is  the  fruit  of  the  Belts  the  English  have  had  dis- 
tributed among  all  the  tribes  by  the  Iroquois  of  tho  5  Nations; 
that  on  this  notification  he  caused  all  tho  settlers  to  retire 
within  the  fort  in  order  to  be  ])repared  for  any  new  treachery. 
The  Outaouas  have  spoken  at  Detroit,  and  have  given  assur- 
ances that  they  had  no  ])articipation  in  this  bad  busiuess. 
Other  Hurons  of  Sastaradzy  and  'I'ayclp.il in's trihc^  came,  also, 
to  speak  to  M^"  de  Longueuil,  and  have,  in  like  manner,  assured 
him  that  they  had  no  share  in  the  misconduct  of  Nicolas' 

iFor  a  full  account  of  the  conspiracy  Instigated  by  tho  Huron  chief 
Nicolas,  see  Journal  of  Cuptain  Williani  Trent  (Cincinnati,  1871),  ed- 
ited by  Alfred  T.  Goodman,  pp.  15  22.  The  conspiracy  having  col- 
lapsed in  1748,  Nicolas  died  at  his  now  viHage  in  tho  Illinois  country, 
in  the  autumn  of  that  year.  The  White  River  is  an  allluont  ot  tho 
Wabash,  where  a  number  of  Miami  were  located.— En. 

?Sasteradzy,  the  principal  chief  of  tho  Huron  Nation;  Taychatin, 
another  chief,  wore  not  j)r(>s(nt  at  tho  aKacU. — K.  B.  O'Callauuan. 
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people,  meanwhile,  asking  pardon,  they  endeavor  to  exculpate 
theinsehx's.  and  proposed  settling  near  Dctruit.  do  Long- 

ueuil  has  given  them  no  positive  answer,  and  has  referred 
theui  to  the  General.  Nicolas'  tribe  still  continues,  never- 
theless, to  reside  at  Sandoske^  Avhere,  says  ^P"  do  Longiieuil, 
they  doubtless  expect  not  only  to  maintain  themselves  but  even 
to  harass  Detroit  by  small  war  parties.  They  have  attached 
to  them  several  families  of  vagabond  Iroquois,  Loups,  &c. 
'Tis  even  asserted  tluit  there  ai'e  some  Saut  Indians  among 
them.  Father  Poder,"  the  Jesuit  Missionary,  has  abandoned 
the  village  on  Bois  Blanc  island,  and  retired  to  Detroit,  where 
he  is  to  remain.  M^'  de  Longueuil  adds,  that  if  the  Nations 
do  not  declare  in  our  favor,  even  though  they  remain  some- 
what inactive,  it  will  bo  out  of  his  power  to  get  the  harvest 
saved;  that  already  the  cattle  of  several  of  the  farmers  have 
been  killed  and  carried  off  by  the  Sauteurs,  some  houses  in 
the  country  pillaged  by  unknown  Indians ;  that  the  chiefs,  ^tis 
true,  disapprove  highly  of  the  misconduct  of  these  wretches 
and  endeavor  to  restrain  them,  but  that  affords  no  assurance 
of  their  good  intentions. 

Mess^"^  de  Beaucourt  and  Michel,  in  sending  us  the  letters 
from  Detroit,  inform  us  of  the  arrival  of  ^P"  do  Bclestre,^  who 

1  Sandoske  is  a  lake  to  the  south  of  Lake  Brie,  40  or  50  leagues  from 
Detroit. — E,  B.  O'Callagiian. 

Pierre  Potier  was  born  in  Flanders  in  1708.  Coming  to  Canada  in 
1743,  he  spent  a  year  in  studying  the  Huron  language,  and  was  sent 
to  Detroit  as  assistant  to  Father  de  la  Richardie,  iu  the  Huron  mis- 
sion.   Potier  remained  at  Detroit  until  his  death  in  1781. — Ed. 

2  Marie  Frangois  Picote,  Sieur  de  Bellestre,  was  born  in  1719,  and 
when  about  ten  years  of  age  accompanied  his  father  to  Detroit,  whi^ro 
the  latter  soon  died.  At  the  proper  age,  the  younger  Bellostro  onloreJ 
the  army,  being  made  ensign  in  1742  and  lieutenant  in  1758.  He  held 
a  number  of  commands — ^in  Acadia  (1745-4G),  at  Fort  St.  Josephs, 
and  later  (1758-60)  at  Detroit,  of  which  he  was  the  last  French  com- 
mandant, surrendering  to  the  English  in  17G0.  After  this  capitulation 
he  retired  to  Canada,  became  a  British  partisan,  and  assisted  in  ro- 
pelling  the  American  invasion  (1775-76).  He  was  a  member  of  the 
lirst  legislative  council  of  the  province  of  Quebec. — En. 
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was  sent  last  winter  with  de  la  Corne ;  he  brought  with 
him  8  or  10  Outaouacs  of  Detroit,  4  Hurons  of  the  same  place, 
among  whom  are  Sastaredzy  and  2  Scnecas,  and  some  Hurons 
of  Lorette,  who  acted  this  winter  as  his  guides. 

Private  letters  mention  the  murder  of  the  5  Frenchmen,  with 
circumstances  which  show  that  the  Hurons  of  Sandoske  have 
perpetrated  the  greatest  cruelties  on  this  occasion. 

*  *  X  -X-         *         *         *  * 

July  22nd.  We  answer  M^'  de  Longueuil,  informing  him 
in  detail  of  all  the  pre<!autions  he  has  to  take  in  his  future 
negotiations  with  all  tlic  Detroit  tribes  for  the  restoration  of 
peace,  if  possible.  We  have  great  confidence  in  the  adroit> 
ness  of  this  officer  to  place  the  nations  again  in  our  interests. 
In  regard  to  the  Hurons,  the  General  sends  Messages  whereby 
M^'  de  Longueuil  is  to  deiiiand  of  tlieui  tlu?  sniTCMidcr  df  the 
murderers,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasui'e;  mean- 
while they  must  declare  against  the  English,  who  instigated 
them  to  commit  this  crime;  they  must  attack  them,  and  fur- 
nish proofs  of  their  repentance  by  a  great  many  prisoners; 
that,  otherwise,  their  father  will  become  their  sworn  and 
irreconcilable  enemy.  We  send  orders  to  Montreal  to  dispatch 
immediately  the  canoes  for  Detroit  and  tlie  other  Southern 
posts,  with  the  convoy;  this  is  of  great  consequence  in  order 
to  place  M^  de  Longueuil  thereby,  in  a  position  to  act.  This 
convoy  will  take  the  route  by  Niagara,  where  Sieur  Dubuis- 
son  had  orders  only  to  land  20  men  of  his  convoy,  to  cut  wood 
for  the  gan-ison  belonging  to  tliis  fort,  and  to  contin\ie  his 
voyage  to  Detroit  with  the  remainder  of  his  escort,  so  las, 
tliercby,  to  secure  the  arrival  of  the  canoes.  We  leave  M^  de 
Longueuil  at  liberty  to  retain  at  his  ])ost  all  the  people  l)elong- 
iiig  to  this  convoy,  and  even  tlio  voyageurs  anil  servants,  if 
there  be  cause  to  fear  any  treachery  on  the  ]>art  of  the  Indians; 
but  ho  must  not  take  advantage  of  this  permission  except  in 
case  of  absolute  necessity,  and  theu  it  would  not  1h>  just  to 
subject  the  voyageurs  and  farmers  to  the  expense  of  wintor- 
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ing  there.  Wherefore,  we  advise  this  officer,  before  hand,  tliat 
we  shall  defray  it. 

^         *        -jf        *        *        *        *  * 

July  24th.  Sieur  Belestre  arrives  from  Detroit  with  8 
Oiitaouas  Chiefs,  4  ITurons  (Sastaredzy,  the  principal  Chief, 
and  Tayachatin,  another  Chief,  are  among  the  latter),  2  Sen- 
ecas  and  8  other  Indians,  some  of  whom  are  Hnrons,  from 
Lorette,  who  accompanied  him  last  winter  to  Detroit.  8  other 
Outaouas,  whom  M^'  do  Belestre  brought  along,  have  remained 
at  Montreal,  and  are  to  join  the  party  commanded  by  M'^  de  la 
Corne. 

Aug.  9th.  Tlie  ITurons  of  Detroit  have  spoken  in  Council. 
'I hey  have  requested,  among  other  things,  that  Father  Lari- 
chardie,  their  former  Missionary,  should  return  Avith  them  in 
order  to  labor  effectually  in  the  restoration  of  tranquility 
among  that  nation.  We  concluded  that  tliis  could  have  only 
a  good  effect,  under  existing  circumstances,  considering  the 
derangement  of  affairs  at  Detroit,  and  the  special  confidenco 
these  Indians  repose  in  this  Missionary ;  we  therefore  have 
not  hesitated  to  grant  their  request.  Father  Larichardie 
readily  consented  to  the  arrangement;  he  is  to  leave  in  a  few 
days  for  Montreal  and  proceed  thenoe  to  Detroit.  The  Gen 
eral  has  just  appointed  Ensign  de  Belestre  to  command  at 
the  River  St.  Joseph.  He  will  remain  at  Detroit,  under  the 
orders  of  Chev^"  de  Longueuil,  as  long  as  that  officer  will  deem 
it  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service,  wdio  will  pennit  Sieur 
de  Belestre  to  go  to,  and  come  from,  the  Biver  St.  Joseph 
whenever  he  shall  think  proper.  This  officer  will  ncooiupnny 
Father  La  Bichardie.  We  send  word  of  all  this  to  Mont- 
real in  order  to  the  preparation  there  of  the  provisions, 
amniunition  and  the  ctlects  necessary  for  the  voyage  niul  the 
winter's  resi(l(;nce  of  both.  We  write  to  ^L''  de  lAUiguouil, 
in  conse(|uencc  of  these  arrangements,  so  tluit  lie  may,  ou  his 
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part,  contribute  as  much  as  will  depend  on  him,  to  the  restor- 
ation of  everything  if  possible. 

*  -x-         ^         -x-         *         -X-         *  -x- 

Aug.  13th.    Captain  do  ^^oyelle  a,nd  Sieur  dc  La  Veren- 
drie^  arrive  from  Michilimakinac,  and  deliver  to  the  General 
a  letter  dated  at  that  post,  on  the  23^^  July,  and  addressed  to 
him  by  Sieur  de  Xoyelle.,  Jun^",'  coniniaiuliug  in  tlic  absence 
of  ]\P  de  la  Come,  Senior,  and  by  other  officers,  wlio  arrived 
from  the  other  Upper  posts,  and  happened  to  be  then  at  Mich- 
ilimakinac.    The  General  is  informed  by  this  letter  of  the 
confusion  that  prevails  among  all  the  Nations  of  that  post  and 
neighborhood,    Oiitaouas,    Sauteurs,    and    Mississagues.  The 
Outaonas  of  Saguinam,  have  killed  3  Frenchmen  who  were 
coming  from  Detroit  to  Michilimakinac.    Two  French  canoes, 
which  had  gone  en  prime  from  Montreal  to  the  West  Sea,  have 
been  attacked  by  the  Sauteurs,  about  the  place  called  La 
Cloche,^  near  Lake  Michigan;  one,  containing  8  men,  has  been 
^vholly  defeated ;  the  second,  by  striking  out  into  tlie  Lake 
and  throwing  its  cargo  overboard,  escaped  to  Michilimakinac. 
Another  Frenchman  has  been  stabbed  by  the  Sauteurs,  at  a 
place  called  La  Grosse  Ile,^  only  2  leagues  distant  from  the 
post.    These  Indians  have  offered  divers  insults  and  threats 
at  tlie  fort,  and  in  tlie  vicinity ;  they  killed  all  the  horses  and 
otlier  cattle  that  they  could  not  catch ;  they  designed  to  sur- 
prise the  fort,  but  were  discovered,  and  obliged  to  leave,  by 
ringing  the  bell  and  beating  the  tap-too,  as  usual,  and  even 
by  making  some  defensive  demonstrations.    T)iere  had  been 
greater  reason  for  presuming  bad  intentions  on  the  part  of 

iThis  was  La  V6rendryc's  return  from  his  last  voyago  of  (HsiMUory; 
he  died  at  Quebec  in  1749  — Ed. 

2 Charles  Joseph  des  Noyelles,  son  of  Nicolaa  (for  whom  sec  ante, 
p.  112,  note  1),  was  born  in  1719  and  married  at  Montreal  in  1711.  He 
was  an  ensign  in  1749,  and  a  lieutenant  in  1756. — En. 

3 An  island  in  Georgian  Bay,  north  of  Manitouliu,  still  called  by  the 
Bame  name. — Ed. 

4  An  Island  immediately  north   of  Mackinaw   Island.    Man  of  St. 
Mary's  Straits,  in  C}iarlcvoix.—-K.  13.  O'Callaqhan. 
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the  Indians,  inasmucli  as  a  crowd  of  young  men  had  annod 
tiiemselves  with  knives,  in  a  council  which  had  been  liuKl  at 
their  request,  on  the  3^  of  July,  and  which  terminated  in 
recrimination.  The  Indians  have  not  been  since  pennitted 
to  enter  the  fort^  except  under  certain  restrictions.  Some 
Frenchmen  from  Point  Chagouamigon,  and  M'^  de  Noyelle, 
Sen^',  on.  his  usual  return  from  the  West  Sea,  arrived  a  few 
davs  after.  Certain  intelligence  had  also  been  received  there 
from  Detroit.  This  reinforcement  will  somwhat  tranquilize 
The  fort,  which  contained,  before  this  arrival,  only  28  men. 
An  Outaoua  Indian,  named  ISTequiouamin,  arrived  on  the  2^^ 
of  July,  at  the  post,  to  communicate  in  secret  to  the  Com- 
mandant and  the  ^fissionary  that  the  Iroquois,  the  Huron 
and  the  Flathead,  had  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  Eng- 
lish to  destroy  the  French  and  drive  them  to  the  other  side 
of  the  sea;  that  the  Outaouac  of  Detroit,  is  in  the  plot;  that 
the  Poutouatami  will  cooperate ;  that  the  ^ilississagiie  and 
Sauteur  are  gained  over;  that  the  Outaouac  of  Saguinam,  had 
already  struck;  that  the  Outaouac  of  Michilimakinac,  w^ould* 
have  taken  part  against  us  had  it  nc»t  been  for  the  |X)rtion  of 
tjie  village  \Vhich  is  in  Montreal,  and  that  they  would  yet  pos- 
sibly declare  against  us  on  the  arrival  of  70  men  from  Sagui- 
nam, who  are  to  be  reinforced  by  the  Sauteurs'of  Grosse  He; 
that  they  were  to  leave  in  a  few  days,  and  to  C(une  in  the  night 
to  speak  to  tlio  Outaouas  of  the  post,  and  that  it  were  well 
to  allow  no  person  to  go  hunting,  and  to  keep  strict  watch. 
]\P'  de  Noyelle,  Jun^',  adds  that  he  will  detain,  until  further 
orders,  at  Michilimakinac,  the  canoos  which  were  to  come  from 
Montreal  to  the  different  posts,  unless  affairs  clianged,  and  it 
became  certain  that  the  dispositions  of  the  Indian:*  at  tlioso 
posts  were  altered.  We  are  coiiperating  in  the  ad(^i>tion  of 
the  most  eirectual  measnres,  (<ith(>r  to  restore  tranquillity  at  the 
post  of  Michilimakinac,  or  at  least  to  place  it  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence  against  all  attacks  of  tlic  Indian:?. 

ir)th  The  ('(Hifusion  prevtdi'nt  at  M  it'liiliniakinac  IxMug 
only  weighed,  we  have  made  the  best  arrangements  i>^>ssiblt^ 
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to  maintain  our  possession  of  that  fort.    The  particulars  are 

as  folloAvs : 

1.  de  Vercheres,  who  is  appointed  commander  at  the  Bay, 
and  who  has  accompanied  the  convoy  from  Montreal  to  Micli- 
ilimakinac,  where  lie  is  to  await  the  decision  of  the  General, 
and  to  command  until  further  orders,  is  merely  to  send  word 
to  those  of  tlie  Bay  that  matters  have  not  permitted  his  visit- 
ing them;  that  their  hrethren  stop  the  road  on.  him;  tliat  the 
canoes  which  were  carrying  goods  to  them,  are  arrived  at  Mich- 
ilimakinac,  where  they  will  find  their  supplies;  that  the  acci- 
dents which  have  just  happened,  have  thus  prevented  their 
father  sending  iliem  goods,  and  he  enjoins  them  absolutely 
not  to  allow  any  person  to  go  to  any  other  post  than  that  of 
said  Bay,  until  affairs  be  settled.  2^  After  the  departure  of 
the  canoes  which  are  to  bring  down  the  peltries  to  Montreal, 
100  @  150  moil  are  to  remain  as  a  guard  at  the  jxDst.  It  is 
presumed  that  they  will  be  provided  with  food  until  next 
spring.  Should  that  not  be  the  case,  and  the  Indians  refuse 
to  sell  any,  he  has  orders  to  have  recourse  to  every  expedient, 
even  to  force  of  arms,  to  procure  a  supply.  But  doubting, 
as  we  do,  the  possibility  of  collecting  provisions  necossar}^  for 
the  wintering  of  the  people  of  the  place,  and  of  the  100  meoi 
of  the  garrison,  whom  he  is  to  retain,  we  issue  orders  to  Mont- 
real for  the  dispatch  of  10  good  bark  canoes,  loaded  with  flour, 
Indian  corn,  peas,  fat,  suet,  pork  and  salt  beef,  to  the  extent 
of  30  thousand  weight.  These  10  canoes  will  leave  Montreal 
as  soon  as  possible.  The  General  intends  that  Lieutenant 
Saint  Pierre^  shall  serve  as  ^1^"  de  V(>reheres  deputy,  and  the 

iln  a  memoir  of  3749,  published  in  the  Mac.  Co//.  Coutr.,  iv.  pp.  I'JG- 
140,  St.  Pierio  dctail.s  his  services  on  this  oceaslon  as  folloNva; 

"In  the  nionlh  of  August  of  same  year,  1747,  the  Marquis  do  Peau- 
harnois  de(ail(Ml  him  (St.  Pierre),  with  twelve  well  armed  canoes,  which 
came  equally  from  Detroit  and  Montreal,  for  the  post  at  Michillmacki- 
nac;  on  his  arriving  at  the  post  he  niade  known  to  the  savages  the 
object  of  his  mission,  and  at  a  council  held  with  them  he  announced 
to  them,  by  virtue  of  the  orders  ho  was  furnished  with,  that  he  camo 
not  only  to  establish  the  peaeo  which  (hey  had  so  unworthily  broken 
with  the  French,  but  to  summon  tlKMii  to  deliver  \U)  to  his  disposal  tho 
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former  is  to  remain  in  command  at  Micliiliniakinac,  in  case 
the  latter  visit  the  Bay.  We  add  to  W  de  Vercheres'  instinc- 
tions,  that  the  voyageurs  A\dio  will  be  detained  at  Michilmak- 
inac,  are  to  trade  concurrently  at  the  post,  and  should  they 
make  any  representations,  ^we  shall  pay  attention  to  whatever 
is  just. 

We  send  Sieur  de  la  Verendrie,  Jun^/  back  to  Michilimak- 
inao  with  our  despatches  to  M'*  de  Vercheres,  in  order  that  this 
commandant  may  be  early  advised  of  the  arrangements  we 
are  adopting  for  the  relief  of  that  post. 

■■<-  *  4f  ^-  *  -x-  -x-  -x- 

Aug.  25tli  We  are  in  receipt  of  Icttcivs  from  ]\It's-.'*  de 
Beaucourt  and  Michel,  in  answer  to  ours  of  the  15*^;  he 
informs  us  that  they  are  about  to  dispatch,  with  all  diligence, 
the  convoy  of  the  100  [  10]  canoes  of  provisions  destined  for 
Michilimakinac,  under  the  command  of  I\r^  de  Pierre. 

28th  The  General  writes  to  M.  de  Vercheres;  he  makes  no 
change  in  the  arrangements  for  Michilinuikiuac ;  he  adds  only, 
that  should  the  Indians  of  the  Ba}^  appear  to  him  favorably 
disposed  toAvards  us,  of  which  he  will  1x3  infonned,  he  leaves 
him  at  liberty  to  send       de  Saint  Pierre  to  that  post,  to  sound 

murderers  of  the  French,  and  if  they  did  not  bring  them  to  him  im- 
mediately, he  Vs^ould  go  and  look  for  them  himself.  The  day  after  this 
council  several  chiefs  who  were  there  came  to  the  fort  and  said  to 
him:  'My  Father,  we  will  bring  you  (he  murderers  of  the  French, 
which  you  asked  of  us  yesterday,  and  we  leave  you  master,  to  dispose 
of  them  as  you  wish.  Nevertheless,  if  we  have  a  favor  to  ask  of  you, 
It  is  to  spare  their  lives.'  Little  affected  by  these  words,  I  told  them 
I  could  not  be  master  of  their  fate,  of  which  their  father  Onothls  wns 
sole  depository,  and  that  I  could  not  do  away  with  their  beinn  louud 
like  criminals  as  they  were,  and  that  they  should  have  them  ready 
to  be  taken  to  (he  general,  under  orders  from  ^I.  le  Chevalier  de  Ke- 
pentigny,  these  murderers,  which  was  done." — Ed. 

1  Pierre  Gaultier  Varennes,  eldest  son  of  Sieur  de  la  V6rendryo.  He 
had  accompanied  and  aided  his  father  in  the  latter's  discoveries,  was 
made  ensign  in  1744,  lieutenant  in  1756,  and  drowned  on  his  way  to 
France  in  17C1.  For  his  own  report  of  his  services  see  Margry,  Di'couv. 
€t  l^tahl,  vi,  pp.  026  632.— Ei). 
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them,  and  carry  them  some  presents,  should  he  he  of  opin- 
ion that  that  officer  might  undertake  the  journey  without 
dan.i^'er,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  these 
Indians. 

•X-  -x-         vf         -x-         ->:-         4f         *  * 

Aug.  28t]i.  Tlie  Poutouatamies  demand  leave  to  return 
home,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to,  and  counteracting, 
the  misrepresentations  that  may  he  circulated  among  their 
people  and  allies.  They  regard  the  attacks  of  the  Outaouas 
and  Sauteurs  as  if  made  against  them,  calling  themselves  good 
Frenchmen  and  asking  for  a  commander. 

-X-  -if  -x-  *  -JS-  ^  -x-  -x- 

Sept.  1st.  Arrived,  Pindalouaii,  an  Ouiaouas  chiefs  and 
nine  others,  and  a  Sauteur  of  ]\lichilimakinac,  who  are  come 
to  see  the  General. 

Sept.  GMi.  j\P  ]\Iicliel  writes  us  of  ilio  (Icatli  <  f  Taydiat iu, 
second  chief  of  the  Ilurons  of  Detroit,  who  had  come  down 
from  Detroit  with  M''  do  Ikdestrc  AVo  fi-ir  thai  ihc  .if 
this  Indian  and  that  of  Sastaredzy,  grand  chief  of  that  IN'ation, 
will  create  some  unfavorable  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
Ilurons  of  Detroit  in  the  present  conjuncture  of  affairs  at  that 
post. 

Pindalouan  and  the  other  Outaouas  of  ^lichilimakinac  have 
earnestly  donumded  permission  to  return  home;  we  did  not  con- 
sider it  our  duty  to  induce  them  to  remain,  considering  the  late- 
ness of  the  season.  We  liave  not  failed  to  communicate  to  them 
the  had  state  of  affairs  at  ]\Iichilimakinac.  They  appeared 
gnsatly  surprised,  and  gave  us  to  unchu'stand  that  their  principal 
motive  in  returning  home,  was  to  endeavor  to  put  everything 
again  in  order.    We  liave  treated  them  w(dl. 

-X-  -x-  x-  -X-  -x-  -x-  -x- 

Sept.  12th.  We  h\'irn  from  ]\[onlreal  tliat  YiWhvv  T.a  Ki- 
ohardie  and  "M"  de  Peh^stre  hd't  lliat  I'laco  en  ihe  10'''  for  De- 

1  In  a  lit  of  pique  and  bad  lunnor.  P*Mulaloii:in  liad  loruioily  insuUiMl 
the  French  cml)Ionis.  For  his  ropontanoo  and  re  instate  nient  in  favor, 
see  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  10D8.  He  appears  to  have  Ihereaflcr  re- 
mained loyai  to  tlio  Freneh. — En. 

r-Uin] 
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troit,  in  company  with  the  Hurons  and  Oiitaouas.  M*^  Michel 
states  that  all  the  Upper  Country  Indians  had  left,  after  having 
emptied  the  King's  stores  at  Montreal. 

Sept.  15th.  We  receive  letters  from  Montreal,  dated  the 
12^^,  informing  us  that  the  fleet  from  Michilimakinac,  consist- 
ing of  30  canoes  loaded  with  peltries,  was  on  the  point,  of  arriv- 
ing at  Montreal.  The  Marquis  de  Beauhanxois  has  received 
letters  from  Sieur  Denoyelle,  Jun^,  commanding  at  that  post, 
where  a  little  more  quiet  prevails. 

Oct.  3rd.  We  learn  the  arrival  of  M^*  de  Vercheres  at  Mich- 
ilimakinac. This  ofiicer  informs  the  General  that  he  had  met, 
on  the  way,  5  of  the  Indian  canoes  that  had  attacked  the  French, 
and  that  he  had  pursued  them.  The  Indians  landed  and  fled 
into  tlie  woods ;  our  Frenchmen  caught  one  of  them,  whom  they 
tied,  and  have  hroken  5  canoes.  Some  property  belonging  to 
Frenohmen,  and  a  scalp,  were  found  in  the  prisoner's  sack;  he 
was  asked  how  he  got  them ;  answered,  that  those  at  the  head  of 
the  Bay  had  made  him  a  present  of  them.  Finally,  to  other  in- 
terrogatories, he  persisted  in  saying  that  ho  was  not  guilty.  2 
Outaouas'  canoes  that  were  in  last  summer's  campaign,  arriving 
next  day  from  Montreal,  claimed  the  prisoner,  assuring  M^  do 
Vercheres  that  he  belonged  to  the  family  of  Koquois,  a  chief 
who  is  attached  to  the  French  and  known  to  M^  de  Vercheres, 
who  released  the  prisoner,  making  the  most  to  them  of  the  favor 
he  did  them. 

Oct.  9th.  We  are  in  receipt  of  hitters  from  Forts  Frontenac 
and  Niagara,  from  Detroit,  from  Sieur  do  Joncaire  and  Fort  de 
Chartres,  whereby  we  are  informed  that  all  the  ^^'ations  in  gvu- 
eral  continue  to  be  very  ill  disposed  towards  the  French.  Chev- 
alier de  Longueuil  writes,  tlie  14^^  of  July,  that  those  of  the 
Lake,  Sauteurs  and  Outaouas,  are  on  the  eve  of  attacking  Do- 
troit;  that  a  now  attempt  was  to  be  made  alx)ut  the  time  of  the 
full  moon;  that  he  has  lost  almost  all  tlie  cattle;  and  fears  that 
they  will  perish,  being  all  at  the  discretion  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  it  will  be  im|X)saible  to  save  i.he  harvest  unless  aid  arrive; 
30  I  4(57  J 


Wisconsin  Historical  CoUectio  nS  [vol.  xvii 


that  he  is  waiting  impatiently  for  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  which 
he  thinks  to  retain  for  the  security  of  Detroit ;  that  he  has 
learned  nothing  certain  from,  Sandosko;  he  has  been  told  that 
I^icolas  was  abandoned,  but  does  not  believe  it.  On-  the  con- 
trary, he  knows  that  he  is  in  correspondence  with  the  people  of 
Saguinau  and  the  Sauteurs  to  come  and  surprise  Detroit;  that, 
should  that  happen,  Miquinac,  an  Outaouas  chief,  will  declare 
against  us ;  he  receives  daily  accomits  of  the  ill  dispositions  of 
the  Pouteouataniis  who  will  side  with  the  strongest,  according 
'.o  all  appearances.  The  tribe  of  Quinousaki,  an  Outaouas,  is 
the  only  one  that  remains  faithf uL  Tahake,  a  Huron,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  died  among  the  English,  has  returned;  he  has 
treated  the  JS^ations  of  Detroit,  which  has  had  a  very  bad  effect. 
The  Outaouas  and  Pouteouataniis,  who  had  promised  to  go  and 
bum  the  village  on  Bois  blanc  island,  are  no  longer  willing  to 
execute  that  project;  they  excuse  themselves^  on  divers  pretexts. 
It  is  evident  they  avoid  oc-c.-isions  df  iiivin;.'  niniii:  i  (.-ruiicc, 
but  he  Avill  eventually  prevent  the  enemy  seizing  that  post^  which 
they  covet  in  ofder  to  block  up  the  passages  on  us. 

Duplessis,  commandant  at  isiagara,  writes  the  S^^  of  Sei> 
tember,  that  Sieur  Dubuisson  has  arrived  with  the  convoy  which 
left  Montreal  for  Detroit ;  the  portage  was  passed  very  pi'omptly 
and  quietly,  except  the  last  niglit,  wlien  some  drunken  fellows 
of  the  guard  had  gravely  ill-treated  the  Grand  Chief  of  the 
Senecas,  who  is  very  much  dissatisfied  in  consecpience ;  but  ho 
has  sent  Sieur  Chaberl  to  the  village  of  the  Little  Kapid,  with 
something  to  restore  the  temper  of  that  ('hief ;  that  an  Algonkin 
told  Sieur  Du])lessis  that  M^'  de  LdiigiuMiil  had  had  a  rcMuforce- 
ment  of  100  Frenchmen,  who  must  be  the  traders  from  the  Illi- 
nois and  other  posts.  A  letter  from  M.  do  l.ong-uoinl  states  that 
ho  is  engaged  in  the  harvest,  and  that  the  Indians  stem  a])]>ar- 
ently  greatly  disposed  in  our  favor,  but  he  does  not  trust  them. 
Wo  cxpi^ct  tliat  tlie  arrival  of  tlu^  convoy  will  restcue  tranquility, 
in  one  way  or  the  otlier,  to  this  post. 

■X-  -x-         -^t         ■:<■         *         *         *  * 

Oct.  14th.  Wo  receive  lelt(U's  from  i\l iehilimakinae  int'onn- 
ing  us  of  the  arrival  of  Ch(valier  de  l,a  Verendrv(\  wh(>  lias 
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found  that  post  very  quiet  ;  the  Outaouas  are  beginning  to  be 
sorrj  for  what  occurred  last  year  [summer]. 

Sieur  Denoyelle,  the  commandant^  sends  the  General  the  list 
of  those  who  murdered  the  Frenchmen,  at  tlie  entrance  to  Lake 
Huron.  Two  Sauteux  Indians,  in  order  to  show  that  they  were 
not  guilty,  have  brought  to  Sieur  Denoyelle  their  share  in  the 
division  the  murderers  made;  but,  'tis  true,  that  on  perceiving 
iheir  people  pursuing  and  firing  on  a  canoe,  they  went  in  with 
them  and  did  as  the  rest. 

States  that  Philippes  Le  Duc,^  who  arrived  at  Michilimakinac 
on  the  23^"^  of  August  last,  had  been  robbed  by  the  Indians  of 
Oamanistigoya,  who  took  from  him  fourteen  packages  and  5 
fusils ;  they  were  collected  to  the  number  of  100  and  over,  at  the 
low  lands  (aux  pays  plats )^  on  Lake  Superior,  waiting  for  the 
French. 

Sieur  Denoyelle  was  advised,  on  the  24^^,  that  the  Sauteux 
had  accepted  the  hatchet  from  the  English,  and  were  to  prepare 
ambuscades  in  Lake  Superior  to  prevent  any  Frenchman  leaving 
the  next  spring.  Nevertheless,  all  the  canoes  have  left  for  the 
different  posts  at  the  north  as  usual,  keeping  one  another  com- 
pany until  they  are  past  the  most  dangerous  places ;  they  are  to 
rendezvous  in  the  spring  to  return  in  the  same  order. 

1  There  were  two  Canadians  of  this  name,  uncle  and  nephew.  The 
former,  bom  in  1671,  was  married  at  Montreal  in  1699,  and  died  at  the 
same  place  in  1755;  the  latter,  born  in  1694,  was  married  at  Montreal 
in  1750.— Ed. 

2 Pays  Plat  was  a  well-known  trading-station  on  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior,  a  short  distance  east  of  Nipigon  River.  See  "Long's 
Voyages,"  in  Thwaites,  Early  Western  Travels,  ii,  p.  81.— Ed. 
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1747:    TRADE  AT  THE  WESTERN  POSTS  DISARRANGED 

[Letter  of  La  Galissonidre  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Oct.  7,  1747.  MS.  in  archives  of  Minist^re  des  Colonies,  Paris; 
pressmark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  g6n.,  vol.  87,  c.  11,  fol.  122."] 

Quebec,  October  7,  1747. 

MON^SEKmEUR  

"X-  -Jt  -^f  *  -A-  ^-  *  * 

Monsieur  The  Count  dc  la  o-alis^^onnierc '  will  take  particular 
care  to  recommend  the  Commanding  officers  of  posts  to  protect 
the  Farmers  in  their  trade.  We  are  not  aware  of  the  conse- 
quences of  the  murders  And  Disturbances  that  have  occurred  in 
the  Upper  Countries,  And  especially  at  Detroit  And  Michili- 
makinac,  the  two  most  important  posts  after  ^Niagara.  We 
have  related  All  these  Events  in  our  journal,  And  tlie  orders 
giveni  by  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois  to  restore  quiet  if  possible. 
Monsieur  de  ]a  Galissonniere  will  not  lose  si<^lit  of  That  ol)jo(.*t, 
but  the  season  Is  too  far  advanced  to  allow  of  new  measures  be- 
ing taken.  He  will  wait  until  he  is  informed  of  the  Effect  pro- 
duced by  the  former  ones.  If  we  learn  anything  before  the  de- 
])arture  of  the  last  shi])s,  as  wo  Hope  wo  may,  v.o  <l!a]l  liavo  ihe 
honor  to  report  the  Same  to  you.  Meanwhile  we  nuist  notify 
you  that  far  from  The  Posts  yielding  any  Itcvenues,  they  have 
been  the  cause  of  considerable  expenditure,  owing  as  much  to 
the  Consig-nments  that  had  to  be  Sent  to  ^Michiliuiakinac  And  to 
Detroit  for  the  King's  account,  as  to  the  convoys  of  the  trading 
canoes;  that  9  Canoes  only  have  left  for  ])etroit  and  Messieurs 
do  Beauharnois  And  Hocquart  could  Induce  them  to  go  up  only 

iMichel  Rolland  Baiin,  com((i  do  la  Calissonicro.  was  U\  1717  ap- 
pointed governor  of  New  Franco  to  succeed  Beauharnois,  arriving  in 
the  colony  Sept.  19.  Born  at  Kochefort  in  Ui'JM,  at  the  ape  of  seven- 
teen he  entered  the  navy,  where  he  served  with  distinction  until  ap- 
pointed governor-general.  His  term  of  scrviri>  was  luiof.  being  re- 
called in  September,  1749.  He  was  a  good  administrator,  and  while 
•deformed  in  body,  much  respected  both  by  the  Indians  and  habitants. 
He  was  noted  for  his  scientific  attainments,  and  after  his  recall  was 
appointed  head  of  the  department  of  nautical  charts.  Ho  died  at 
Nemours,  Oct.  26,  1756.— Ed. 
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Ej  granting  them  licenses  free  of  charge.  10  Canoes  have  gone 
to  Michilimakinac,  9  of  which  paid  Monsieur  de  Beauhamois 
400  livres  each,  on  condition  that  they  would  each  carry  800 
pounds  weight  for  The  King;  the  10th  paid  700  livres  but  it 
carried  nothing. 

4  Canoes  to  the  Miami s. 

4  to  Chogouamigon. 

2  left  for  fort  Dauphin,  on  the  Western  sea/ 

6  for  La  Baye. 

2  for  Mishipicoton. 

4  for  the  Ouiatanons. 

2  for  i^epigon. 

4  for  The  Eiver  St.  J oseph. 

1  for  The  post  of  Vincennes. 

2  for  Oamanistigoya. 

The  farmers  of  all  these  posts  have  made  representations  in 
order  to  Be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  the  amounts  due  on 
their  leases,  alleging  that  they  have  incurred  heavy  losses.  This 
will  Cause  difficulties  which  we  foresee  we  cannot  settle  "before 
the  departure  of  the  ships,  but,  until  things  change,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  The  posts  will  yield  any  profit.  Monsieur  The 
Count  do  la  galissoiiioro  Is  even  very  iincertaiu  whether  ho  will 
be  able  to  have  tlie  commanding  officers  paid  the  gratuities  al- 
lowed them.  He  will  report  to  you  the  arrangement  he  may 
have  made  or  been  able  to  make  in  this  matter  with  Monsieur  de 
Beauharnois. 

Of  all  the  Canoes  that  started  This  year  for  the  Upper  Coun- 
tries And  of  those  that  left  last  year  to  return  tliis  year,  33 
only  Have  arrived  that  came  from  Michilimakinac,  under  the 
C;'ommand  of  the  Sicur  Duplcssis,  Ensign."    Wo  iwc  i^xjuH'ting 

iThis  post  was  built  by  the  V6rendryes  in  1711.  There  has  been 
Bome  doubt  as  to  its  exact  situation,  but  it  was  on  or  near  the  western 
shore  of  Lake  Manitoba. — Ed. 

2  Probably  Francois  Antoine  Lefebre,  Sleur  Duplcssis.  born  in  1703; 
he  was  appointed  ensign  in  1741,  and  lieutenant  in  1760.  He  was  a 
younger  brother  of  the  Duplessls  who  commanded  at  La  Haye  in  1726; 
see  ante,  p.  17,  note  1. — Ed. 
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the  others  which  will  arrive  late  if  they  come  at  all.  The  same 
Applies  to  those  from  Detroit.  In.  any  case,  the  returns  In  furs 
cannot  fail  to  Be  very  small  And  we  do  not  Think  that  more 
than  from  100  to  120  thousands  of  Beaver  skins  have  been  re- 
ceived in  the  Offices  of  the  Company  of  the  Indies.  You  may 
judge  by  all  this,  Monseigneur,  of  the  extent  to  which  this  por- 
tion of  the  T^ade  of  the  Colony  Suffers,  Aiid  of  the  difficulty  of 
restoring  it.  Wo  presuvno  you  will  leave  us  at  liberty  to  take 
the  measures  we  may  deem  most  suitable  to  attain  this  end.  And 
we  will  Work  in  concert,  but  we  will  for  the  present  abstain 
from  submitting  premature  suggestions  to  you. 

Forts  Niagara  And  Frontenac  are  fully  supplied :  the  last 
Consignment  Was  sent  at  the  end  of  last  month  In  24  Canoes. 
We  Expect  that  they  will  bring  down  the  remainder  of  the  furs 
obtained  by  trade  at  the  2  posts  And  which  should  Be  at  fort 
Frontenac.    A  portion  only  Has  arrived  so  Far. 

The  Company  of  the  Jndies  Sent  last  year  450  pieces  of 
Scarlet  cloth  which  Were  distributed  amongst  the  voyageurs,  in 
proportion  to  the  Outfits,  after  deducting  what  Was  taken  for 
the  service.  This  quantity  was  far  from  sufficient.  You  know 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  do  without  these  Stuffs.  It 
Is  imperatively  necessar}^  that  The  Company  take  the  most  suit- 
able measures  (however  expensive  Hiey  may  Be)  to  have  a  good 
supply  Sent  out  next  year.  The  Trade  of  the  Upper  Countries 
Ajid  the  Beaver  trade  in  particular  cannot  be  kept  up  otherwise. 

*  *  x-  *  -Jf  -X-  -x-  * 

We  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  And  Very  obedient  servants, 

La  Gamssoniere 

HOCQUAIM 
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1747:    SALARY  OF  COMMANDANTS  OF  WESTERN  POSTS 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoniere  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  11, 
1747.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  87,  fol.  238.1 

Quebec,  October  11,  1747.  - 
MoNSEiGNEUE — It  wiU  be  very  difficult  for  me  this  year  to 
enter  into  details  regarding  what  are  called  the  posts  of  the  up- 
per countries,  and  into  a  comparison  behveen  the  old  system  and 
the  present  Establislmient ;  but  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Beau- 
hamois  v,  ill  be  able  to  give  you  full  information  on  the  subject. 

T  will  merely  say  that  it  would  seem  to  me  just  that  the  offi- 
cers commanding  those  posts  be  paid  regularly  the  gratuities 
that  have  been  granted  them,  and  that  such  payment  should  be 
made  even  if  no  revenue  be  derived  from  the  post.  As  they 
have  no  share  in  the  incidental  profits  it  seems  that  they  should 
not  have  to  bear  the  losses.  They  have  all  the  more  reason  to 
hope  for  this  favor  from^  the  King  because  their  expenses  have 
increased  owing  to  tlie  difficulty  of  procuring  provisions,  and  to 
the  other  effects  of  the  war. 

*         -x-  *        ^         *        -x-  * 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

La  Galissoniere 


1747:    COUREURS  DES  BOIS  INJURE  TRADE 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoniere  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  24,  1747. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  254.] 

(QUEDEc.  Octol)er  21.  1T17.1 
Monseigneur — In  the  Letters  you  did  me  tlie  honor  of  Writ- 
ing to  me  you  spoke  to  me  about  the  injury  Done  to  Trade  and 
to  the  Nation  by  some  (.^oureurs  des  Bois.  Tliis  disorder  has 
been  carried  further  this  year  than  it  has  Hitherto  Been  owing 
to  the  Disturbances  that  have  Arisen  in  tlie  Posts  chiefly  in  con- 
nection with  the  su]>pression  or  delay  of  Consignments  of  gcxxls. 
I  know  of  one  remedy  only  and  that  is  to  Ship  some  of  those 
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1747:    SALARY  OP  COMMANDANTS  OF  WESTERN  POSTS 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoni^re  to  the  Prench  Minister,  dated  Oct.  11, 
1747.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  87,  fol.  238.1 

QuEUKc,  October  11,  1747.  ' 

MoNSEiGNEuit — It  will  be  very  difficult  for  me  this  year  to 
enter  into  details  regarding  what  are  called  the  posts  of  the  up- 
per countries,  and  into  a  comparison  betw^een  the  old  system  and 
the  present  Establislmient ;  but  Monsieur  The  Marquis  de  Eeau- 
hamois  v.  ill  be  able  to  give  you  full  information  on  the  subject. 

T  will  merely  say  that  it  would  seem  to  me  just  that  the  offi- 
cers commanding  those  posts  be  paid  regularly  the  gratuities 
that  have  been  granted  them,  and  that  such  payment  should  be 
made  even  if  no  revenue  be  derived  from  the  post.  As  they 
have  no  share  in  the  incidental  profits  it  seems  that  they  should 
not  have  to  bear  the  losses.  They  have  all  the  more  reason  to 
hope  for  this  favor  from'  the  King  because  their  expenses  have 
increased  owing  to  tJie  difficulty  of  procuring  provisions,  and  to 
the  other  effects  of  the  war. 

*  *  vf  *  *  *  *  * 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

La  Galissoniere 


1747:    COUREURS  DES  BOIS  INJURE  TRADE 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoni6re  to  the  Prencli  Minister,  dated  Oct.  24,  1747. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  254.] 

(Quebec.  October  21.  IHT  ] 
Monseigneur — In  the  Letters  you  did  me  the  honor  of  Writ- 
ing to  me  you  spoke  to  me  about  the  injury  Done  to  Trade  and 
to  the  JN'^ation  by  some  (.^oureurs  des  Bois.  This  disorder  has 
been  carried  further  this  year  than  it  has  ITilherto  Been  owing 
to  the  Disturbances  that  have  Arisen  in  the  Posits  chiefly  in  con- 
nection with  the  suppression  or  delay  of  Consignments  of  gcxxis. 
I  know  of  one  remedy  only  and  that  is  to  Ship  some  of  those 
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offenders  to  Martinique  or  San  Domingo,  and  forbid  them  to 
return  Ixere  or  to  Louisiana.  They  might  be  Employed  to  ad- 
vantage on  the  Privateers,  as  tlie  majority  are  Resolute  men. 
I  Hope  that  some  Examples  of  this  Kind  will  have  a  good  Effect 
and  that  you  will  give  me  your  approval  if  I  am  obliged  to  make 
an  example  of  some  of  them  before  I  receive  your  orders. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  MoneeigTieur,  Your 
vrry  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

La  Galissoniere 


1747:    MEMOIR  ON  ENGLISH  ENCROACHMENTS 

[Memoir  of  Raymond  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Nov.  2,  VA7. 
Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  89,  fol.  225.] 

MoNsEiGNEUE — Your  Graco  has  Been  informed  that  the 
hurons  of  detroit  and  the  Yrocois  at  the  Outlet  of  hi  Eiviere 
Blanche  have  killed  some  Frenchmen  at  Sandoske;  that  those 
same  Savages  and  other  nations  liad  Planned  Together  to  caiTy 
oft'  father  poitiers,  tlie  missionary  of  tlie  liurons,  and  Monsieur 
the  (^liovalier  de  Longoeuil,  the  Commandant  of  detroit;  to 
Make  themselves  masters  of  that  fort  and  to  shuighter  the  in- 
li.'ibitants :  the  plot  of  Tlioso  Savages  was  discovered  and  this 
fortunately  caused  its  failure. 

This  leads  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  Begging  You,  ^fonseign- 
eur,  to  observe  that  I  had  predicted  to  you  the  Bevolt  and  un- 
faithfuhiess  of  the  Savages  of  the  Country  around  detroit.  As 
Your  Grace  must  have  Kemarked  in  tlic  memorial  I  Had  tho 
honor  of  Sending  You  from  iNiagara  on  this  Subject  In  1715, 
in  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  Bointing  out  to  you  all  the  evil 
thefre  was  to  Fear  for  the  u])]HU'  countries  from  the  English 
Traders  who  were  allowed  to  l\si;ilili-li  i!iciu-i'l\i'^  ai,  l;i  Ki\  irro 
Blanche  in  the  Vicinity  of  detroit  and  of  the  other  |K>sts ;  tliat 
tJie  Einglish  would  infallibly  corrupt  and  Win  over  the  Savage 
nations  that  live  with  Thcni  on  That  River.     And  This  has  not 
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failed  to  happen  As  1  had  predicted  to  you.  They  have  suc- 
ceeded so  well  in  making  them  their  devoted  Creatures  that  it 
is  these  same  Savages  who  at  their  instigatiun  have  killed  rlic 
French  at  Sandoske;  wlio  Wished  to  Surprise  detroit  to  put 
those  same  English  tliere;  who,  As  there  is  every  reason  to  Be- 
lieve, have  borne  their  presents,  their  Collars,  and  their  speeches 
to  all  the  Savage  nations  of  the  Regions  of  the  upper  country, 
and  who  have  Succteeded  so  well  in  their  negotiations  And  in 
making  them  side  with  the  English,  that  the  Outaouas  and 
Sauteux  of  Michillimaquinao  Wished  to  Surprise  that  fort  and 
Massacred  several  Frenchmen  In  various  Places. 

I  Beg  You  to  observe,  Monseigneur,  that  the  cause  of  all  the 
ills  and  agitation  of  the  upper  country  is  due  to  the  English  who 
have  been  left  in  peace  at  la  Eiiviere  l^lanche;  and  that  all  that 
evil  was  fomented  there/  In  my  memorial  I  took  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  Your  Grace  Effective  means  for, driving  them 
Away  fronii  there  without  occasioning  any  expenditure  to  the 
King  eitlier  in  troops  or  in  money.  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  have  succeeded.  At  present  the  trouble  Has  become  too 
great,  the  evil  too  Wide-spread,  and  The  Savages  have  declared 
too  openly  In  favor  of  the  English  to  allow  of  its  being  under- 
taken. 

I  have  obtained  the  Knowledge  of  all  this  only  (hrongh  Hav- 
ing Charge  of  the  various  Savage  nations  while  I  was  Com- 
mandant at  Niagara,  where  I  applied  myself  Solely  to  Finding 
out  their  policy,  their  various  interests,  and  in  discovering  their 
intrigues,  and  This  had  led  me  to  foresee  that  tliey  would  be 
Corrupted  Atid  Won  over  by  the  English  who  Ti-ade  at  la  Riv- 
iere Hlanc'he,  who  have  no  other  Object  lhan  to  Make  Tlu  ni- 

iThe  Miami  had  for  many  years  intrigued  with  English  (railors,  und 
permitted  tliem  the  freedom  of  their  towns;  in  1725  English  from  Car- 
olina had  built  two  houses  and  some  stores  "on  a  liHh-  river  [White] 
which  flows  into  the  Wabash." — N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  ix,  p.  952.  The 
French  called  various  rivers  Riviere  Blanche;  this  is  the  one  passed 
by  C61oron,  a  tributary  of  the  Ohio  above  the  Great  Miami — probably 
the  Little  Miami,  although  Dunn,  Indiana  (Boston,  188S),  p.  G5,  note  1, 
identifies  It  as  Wliite  Oalv  Cre.k,  In  Brown  County,  Ohio— Kd. 
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selves  masters  of  all  the  upper  country  through  the  Sole  medium 
of  the  Savages  whose  iiiiuds  they  have  Avon  hy  their  address.  I 
hope  the  evil  will  not  become  greater,  but  I  should  not  Be  Sur- 
prised if  it  did. 

The  only  way  to  remedy  it  and  to  secure  the  fidelity  of  all 
the  Savages,  the  peaceful  and  Complete  possession  of  all  the 
upper  country,  and  the  Entire  Trade  with  all  the  Savages  that 
dwell  there,  Is,  therefore:  to  deprive  them  of  all  Communica- 
tion with  the  English.  To  succeed  in  this,  and  to  Establish  a 
lasting  peace  in  the  whole  of  the  upper  country,  let  Your  Grace 
make  England  Agree  in  the  next  treaty  of  peace  with  This 
Crown,  that  the  English  shall  abandon  and  Give  up  to  the  King 
for  ever  the  Complete  possession  of  the  fort  of  Chouegen ;  that 
they  Renounce  having  any  relation  with  the  Five  yrocoisses 
nations,  who  shall  lioniain  subjects  ()f  His  majesty;  that  they 
shall  carry  on  no  Trade  either  directly  or  indirectly  throughout 
the  territory  Around  lakes  liontario,  h.ko.  herricr,  lake  hiiron, 
Riviere  Bhinchc  and  Bhlle  Rivic'vc;  that  all.  liic  rjii:lisli  j'ra.il- 
ing  at  the  said  Riviere  Blaiiclio  and  Bcilc  Ki\'irrc'  and  in  all 
their  dependencies  and  other  surrounding  territories,  shall  With- 
draw to  their  own  countiy  for  ever  Without  ever  being  allowed 
to  Return  and  carry  on  any  Trade,  or  even  Under  any  pretext 
whatsoever. 

By  this  means  all  the  posts  and  upper  countries  will  Be  at 
peace  and  In  Safety,  tlii'  Trade  will  hee(.nie  donhle  wlrnl  l!'.' 
French  have  hitherto  done,  and  will  never  again  pass  into  the 
hands  of  the  English. 

With  Regard  to  I'isle  Royallo,  the  lands  of  la  Cadie,  and 
other  places,  I  would  not  take  the  liberty  of  saying  Anything. 
You  Know  better  tlian  anylxKly,  IMonseigtiour,  what  Sliould  be 
done  for  the  Safety  and  advantage  of  the  eountry.  1  nh)sl  hum- 
bly Bx'g  ^^)ur  Grace  to  ])arJ()n  mo  ii'  1  vcMiture  to  iwaUv  a  \vw  re- 
marks Regarding  the  upper  countries  of  This  Colony;  but  I  Bog 
you  At  the  same  time  to  Observe  that  my  zeal  and  my  devotion 
to  the  King^s  Service  have  alone  led  me  to  take  that  lilx^ty. 
with  The  Sole  desire  to  }>ay  my  respects  to  you,  to  deserve  The 
honor  of  your  protection,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  remain,  with 
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veiy  profound  Eespeot,  Monseigneur,  Your  very  humble  And 
very  obedient  Servant, 

De  Eaymond^ 

Quebec,  November  2,  1747. 


1747:    POST  AT  CHEQUAMEGON 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoniere  and  Hocquart  to  the  French  Minister, 
dated  Nov.  7,  1747.  Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  77, 
fol.  171.] 

QuEDL'c,  November  7,  1747. 
MoNSEiONEU]i — ]\radame  Larondc,"  U)  avIioiii  you  AVcre  'iocd 
enough  In  1745  to  grant  Tbe  Post  of  la  Pointe  de  Cbagouarai- 
gon  for  3  years  More  Out  of  Consideration  for  ber  family,  for 
her  husband's  services,  And  for  llie  ex]>"ii-('  lie  Imd  iiicnrvcMl  ia 
connection  with  The  Woiking  of  the  Copper  Mines,  And  on  con- 
dition of  the  payment  of  3,000  livres  per  annum,  is  going  to 
France  to  ask  you  to  let  her  Continue  to  have  That  post.  Be- 
fore Embarking  she  has  begged  us  to  Set  forth  to  you  the  same 
reasons  And  to  add  Those  that  might  Induce  you  to  grant  her 
that  favor.  According  to  what  we  have  learned  from  Her,  it 
appears  certain  that  that  ])Osl  NiclJc.l  hut  lit  lie  inMlit.  iu  pre- 
vious years,  and  none  at  all  in  174G.  It  Is  to  be  presumed  that 
it  will  not  have  neen  .M\'j)J()!t(>(l  lliis  vcii'  owing  to  the  tiMubles 
that  bavo  arisen  iu  'I'liat  (^\uirt<'r;  This  will  Cause  lior  d.iuiagv' 
that  would  render  unavailing  tl)e  favor  you  have  gi'anted  her. 

lA  valuable  officer  in  the  colonial  wars,  r.^Uilivc  of  Count  do  Ray- 
mond, commanding  at  Louisburg,  1758.  IIo  liad  boon  foiumanilanl  at 
Niagara,  and  was  sent  to  Miami  in  1749.  Captain  Kayniond  com- 
manded the  colonial  trooi)s  both  in  Dicskau's  expedition  of  lloii,  and 
in  that  of  Montcalm  against  Aborcrombie  in  17r.8.  In  the  latter  cam- 
paign his  conduct  was  highly  commended  by  his  superior  officer. — Eu. 

2 Louise  Chartier,  widow  of  La  Honde,  was  born  in  ItUlO.  daughtor  of 
Chartler  de  Lotbini^re,  a  counsellor  of  the  king,  and  lieutenant-general 
of  the  colony.  She  was  married  in  1709,  and  died  at  the  General  Hos- 
pital, Montreal,  17G1.— En. 
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Therefore,  Mon seigneur,  we  ask  you  for  a  further  extension  of 
that  Post  for  8  years  More  In  favor  of  this  widow.  Perhaps, 
indeed,  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  the  favor  if  quiet  be  not 
restored  in  that  Country,  or  if,  in  consequence  of  the  Enquiry 
we  shall  make  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  would  be  advisable 
to  Exploit  the  Posts  in  The  future,  it  should  be  found  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  King's  sei-vice  And  of  the  Trade  to  do  away  mth 
some  of  the  posts,  And  thereby  compel  the  savages  to  cuinc  and 
trade  at  those  that  would  be  well  Established  And  so  situated 
that  the  Erench  would  be  Safe  from  any  attack. 

We  remain,  v/ith  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  And  very  obedient  servants, 

La  Galissoniere 
hocquart 


1747:    REVOLT  IN  THE  WEST  SPREADS 

[Extracts  from  the  diary  of  events  for  the  year  1747  sent  by  the 
governor  and  intendant  of  New  France  to  the  French  Minister.  Re- 
printed from  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  137-145.] 

ISTov.  10th.  We  are  in  receipt  of  letters  from  Michilimak- 
inac.  Lieutenant  St.  Pierre,  who  had  been  selected  to  command 
the  convoy  sent  to  that  post  arrived  there  without  any  accident 
in  45  days.  Captain  de  Yercheres,  appointed  commandant  ac 
the  Bay,  and  who  was  to  remain  at  ]\[ichilimakinac  A\nth  his 
traders  fromi  Montreal,  had  taken  his  departure  thence  for  hia 
post  with  the  voyageurs.  M'"  dc  St.  Pierre  \vrites  us,  on  tho 
29j^  of  October,  that  he  has  not  IxiQU  able  to  speak  to  tho  Indians, 
who  were,  when  he  arrived,  all  gone  to  their  winter  quarters 
Avithout  having  given  any  token  of  repentance  for  tho  outrago 
they  had  peipetrated.  It  is,  hence,  to  bo  presumed  that  they 
persist  in  tlieir  evil  dispositions;  tliat  the  Marquis  de  Boauhar- 
iiois'  orders,  sent  with  Sieur  de  Lavercudrie  in  the  month  of 
August,  have  been  badly  executed;  tliat  'twas  tlio  ou\\  means 
of  reducing,  those  Nations:  that  he  does  not  anticiixito  succcsa 
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otherwise  than  by  depriving  them  of  the  supplies  they  derive 
for  the  support  of  their  families,  and  Avhich  they  cannot  dis- 
pense with ;  this)  might  have  been  effected  were  the  traders  pre- 
vented going  to  the  different  posts,  according  to  the  Marquis 
de  Beauhamois'  intentions ;  and  tliis  officer  takes  this  occasion 
of  saying,  that  it  would  be  well  not  to  allow  the  canoes  to 
]eave  Montreal  next  Spring  for  Michilimakinac  and  other 
posts,  until  he  have  informed  us  of  the  sentiments  in  which  the 
IN'ations  of  that  country  Avill  then  be,  and  as  soon  as  lie  shall 
have  learned  their  intentions  he  will  take  occasion  to  report 
them  to  us. 

M^  de  St.  Pierre  adds,  that  he  has  recalled  a  Pouteouataniie 
chief,  who  was  going  to  Montreal  with  the  French  who  were 
taking  down  their  peltries ;  it  is  the  only  Nation  to  ho  relied 
on.  He  has  spoken  to  this  chief  by  two  Bolts;  the  first,  to 
congratulate  him  on  the  good  conduct  obsei-vcd  up  to  the  present 
time  by  the  people  of  his  tribe,  hinting  to  him  that  they  ought 
not  to  listen  to  evil  talks ;  that  they  ought  to  barken  only  to 
their  father's  words,  Avliich  alone  they  ought  to  rely  on.  The 
second,  to  engage  tliem  not  to  leave  their  village,  as  he  has 
l>een  informed  that  M.  do  Bc^rtet,  tlic  (MMiiinnndant  at  the 
Illinois,^  was  using  every  appliance  at  his  disposal  to  attract 
them,  which  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  public  service, 
because,  being  sure  of  the  fidelity  of  that  Nation,  it  will  always 
be  a  barrier  in  the  way  of  the  others,  and  the  means  to  keep 
them  in  check. 

Sends  back  Sieur  Laverendie,  Jun"*,  to  Montreal  in  com- 
mand of  the  convoy  he  brought  to  Michilimakinac. 

vr         -X-         Tf        -x-        -X-         -X-         -rj  * 

Nov.  14tli  Wo  are  in  receipt  of  UmIim-s  from  (lnnnliiM-  Jo 
Longucuil,  commandant  of  b)etroit,  dated  21^'^  and  '25'**  of 
August  last,  whereof  this  is  an  extract: 

The  Tlurons  of  Sandosket,  and  of  Nicolas'  band,  continue 
insolent;  this  chief  is  unceasing  in  his  eiTorts  to  gain  allies. 

Divers  Illuron  war  ])artics  that  had  l>oon  against  the  (^hioa- 

iThls  should  be  Bortol  (IlorthGl),  who  was  governor  of  Iho  Illinois 
country  1743  to  1748  or  1749.— En. 
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clias,  Cohas/  &c.,  have  returned^  and  been  to  sec  ]\P*  de  Long- 
iieiiil,  like  people  who  have  no  share  in  A'iculas'  aftairs;  but  tlie 
ambiguities  of  their  talk  afford  nothing  to  be  relied  on. 

The  same  Nicolas  sent  back  the  people  of  the  White  river 
who  Avere  on  their  way  to  Detroit,  on  account  of  the  death  of  the 
5  Frenchmen  killed  by  the  Ilurons.    He  likewise  persuaded 
27  Oliaouenons  to  turn  back  who  were  coming  to  answer  de 
Longueuil's  message,  and  as  the  sole  result  of  the  expenses 
incurred  for  that  nation  (of  the  village  of  Souniotu),"  he  saw 
ono  Chaouenon  arrive  on  the  23^  of  August,  in  company  with 
3  Iroquois,  who,  on  landing,  went  to  the  little  Huron  village 
adjoining  the  fort;  being  desirous,  no  doubt,  to  consult  with 
the  Huron  and  arrange  the  speech  they  were  tO'  deliver.  These 
deputies  had  not  been  to  visit  M^'  de  Longueuil  until  the  next 
day,  the  24^^,  giving  as  an  excuse  that  they  did  not  land  at  the 
fort,  they  had  not  yet  spoken  on  the  25^^,  the  date  of  this  officer's 
last  letter;  and  were  not  to  do  so  until  the  27*^\    Some  trusty 
Indians  have  assured  him  that  any  secrets  they  would  com- 
municate to  him  would  certainly  be  discovered  by  tliese  deputies. 
Kinousaki,  an  Outaouas  eliief,  who  is  attached  to  us,  has  said 
that  no  matter  how  things  would  turn,  the  Chaouenons  Avill 
never  consent  to  leave  the  village  of  Sonnioto,  which  circum- 
stance would  be  favorable  to  us. 

M^'  de  Longueuil  had  just  learned  underliand,  through  some 
Indians  who  were  acquainted  with  tlie  4  deputies,  that  some 
Englishmen  had  come  to  Sandoskct  with  annnunition  to  Nicolas 
and  his  men.  The  Hurons  of  die  vilhige  on  Bois  blanc  island, 
who  are  near  the  fort,  have  seen  these  two  Englishmen  imd 
have  not  sjx)ken  of  them,  which  proves  clearly  their  under- 
standing Avith  those  of  Sandoskct,  and  that  thoy  roq\icste<l 
leave  to  remain  near  the  fort  only  for  the  purjx)se  of  watching 
our  movements  more  closely,  so  as  to  inform  Nicolas  thereof, 
and  to  advise  hiu)  of  the  prc^p.aral  ions  iliat  iiiav  lu^  making 

1  Probably  a  misprint  for  Cherokee. — En. 

^Thc  village  at  the  mouth  of  Scioto  River.  This  was  swept  away 
by  a  Hood  a  few  years  lati»r.  See  "Croghan's  Journals, "  in  Tliwalles. 
Early  Western  Travels,  i,  p.  13:?.— En. 

i:  1-^0 1 


mi]       French  Regime  in  Wisconsin 

against  him.  These  same  Hurons  persist^  ho^veverJ  xii  wishing 
to  return  to  Bois  blanc  island,  because  it  is  their  interest  to 
oecupy  that  post  whicii  is  the  key  of  Detroit,  whilst  Nicolas 
on  his  side  will  draw  the  English  to  him,  and  afford  them 
facilities  for  establishments  all  along  Lake  Erie  as  far  as  the 
Mi  amis  [Maumee]  river.  M^*  de  Longueuil  is  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  oppose  all  these  enterprises;  he  is  a  witness  of  their  } 
jn-oject  every  day,  without  having  the  power  to  make  the  first 
step  to  counteract  themi;  which  excites  wonder  among  the  other 
nations,  and  leads  them  to  entertain  unfavorable  opinions  in 
regard  to  us. 

The  Outaoua  appears  altogetlier  insensible  to  the  misfortunes 
that  direaten  the  fort,  and  does  not  care  about  helping  us. 

The  Poutcouatamis  are,  as  ]\F  de  Longueuil  believes,  the 
best  disposed ;  he  has  no  fault  to  find  with  them ;  they  are,  con- 
se(]uently,  the  only  persons  he  can  confide  in. 

A  party  of  the  Miamis  have  come  to  dance  the  Calumet  at 
the  fort;  another  section  have  been  to  visit  Nicolas  at  San- 
dusket;  the  ceremony  attendant  on  the  former  has  been  very 
expensive;  their  reception,  the  good  cheer  for  tlie  space  of  15 
days,  and  the  presents  which  have  ])ccn  made  to  them  Avith 
a  view  both  to  destroy  unfavorable  impressions  among  them, 
and  to  protect  the  lives  of  the  French  who  are  in  their  village, 
have  cost  a  great  deal. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  Detroit  on  the  25th  of  August. 
We  are  in  hopes  that  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  and  of  Father 
Larichardie  will  contribute  to  the  peace  of  that  post,  or,  at 
least,  that  the  reinforcements  we  have  sent  thither  will  enable 
M.  do  Longueuil  to  resist  the  attacks  of  our  enemies,  if  he  can 
do  nothing  aga'ust  then),  after  having  cxhauslod  all  available 
means,  regard  being  had  to  existing  circumstances. 

Ensign  Douville,^  who  had  been  sent  last  spring  to  invito 
the  Miamis  (o  como  down  to  Montreal,  writes  to  the  ^farquis 

1  Probably  the  same  officer  who  was  killed  in  an  attack  on  a  Virginia 
fort  in  17B7;  and  possibly  the  one  who  was  with  Villiors  in  Wisconsin 
in  \1',V.\.    See  ante,  p.  188— Ed. 
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de  La  Galissonniere  from  Detroit  25^^  of  August,  that  after 
some  delay  lie  had  arrived  at  that  post  with  Coldfoot/  the 
chief  of  the  Miamis,  the  Porc-Epic  [hedge  hog]  and  their 
young  men  whom  he  was  bringing  down  to  Montreal;  he  had 
learnt,  by  a  letter  from  the  Commandant  of  Niagara,  that  there 
was  a  party  of  Mohawks  at  the  portage  of  that  fort;  more- 
over, that  Chevalier  de  Longueuil  had  just  learned  the  derange- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  Michilimakinac,  which  has  obliged  Sieur 
Douville  to  send  back  these  Indians  who  have  given  him  all 
their  messages,  as  did  also  the  other  nations  when  he  was  w'ith 
them,  and  all  have  authorised  him  to  inform  their  father  of 
their  sentiments  towards  the  French.  These  nations  are  abso- 
lutely in  want  of  powder. 

Sieur  Douville  states  that  he  has  had  news  from  the  Miamis, 
that  evei^thing  was  quiet  since  his  departure  on  the  3^  of  July. 

He  has  had  assurances  that  the  Senecas  had  given  an  Eng- 
lish Belt  to  La  Donijoiselle,  chief  of  a  portion  of  the  ^Miamis," 
allies  of  the  English,  to  procure  his,  Sieur  Douville's  assassina- 
tion, with  reward  to  wliomsoever  should  cany  his  head  to  the 
English  Governor.  The  same  course  has  been  pursued  towards 
M^"  de  Long-ueuil. 

iColdfeet  (Froidpied)  was  a  faithful  friend  of  the  French;  the  Mi- 
ami attack  upon  the  whites  occurred  in  his  absence.  He  endeavored 
to  neutralize  the  intiueuce  of  La  Demoiselle  and  his  English  intrigues 
(see  post),  and  retained  a  large  number  of  his  tribe  at  the  French  post 
on  the  Maumee,  where  Celoron  met  him  in  1749.  He  died  of  the  small- 
pox in  1752. — Ed. 

iJLa  Demoiselle,  called  Old  Briton  by  the  English,  led  a  band  of  Mi- 
ami from  the  Maumeo  River  and  settled  (about  1748)  on  the  Great 
Miami,  at  the  mouth  of  Loramie  Creek,  near  the  present  Piqua.  Ohio. 
There  he  was  visitel  by  Celoron  and  urgx^l  to  roturn  to  his  former 
station.  At  this  village  the  Indians  permitted  the  English  lo  erect  a 
trading  house  in  1750,  which  was  known  as  I^ickawillany  and  was  vis 
ited  by  Croghan  and  Gist  as  othcial  representatives  of  I'ennsylvauia. 
In  1752  the  French  Indians,  led  by  Langlade  of  Wisconsin,  attacked 
this  town,  captured  several  traders,  and  killed  and  ate  the  body  of  the 
chief  La  Demoiselle.  Seo  Journals  of  William  Trent,  pp.  84-88.  Also 
a  somewhat  imaginative  picture  in  a  recent  life  of  Langlade,  Bravest 
of  the  Brave,  by  P.  V.  Lawson.  of  Menasha.  Wis.— En. 
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Ouyatanons 

Ensign  Chevalier  de  La  Pejrade,  commandant  at  the  post  of 
the  Ouyatanons,  writes  from  Detroit,  on  the  24^^  of  August, 
that  he  was  on  his  way  doAvn  to  Montreal  with  the  Nations 
from  the  Oubache,  when  he  learned,  in  the  Miamis  river,  the 
treacheiy  of  the  Hurons;  that  this  intelligence,  conjoined  to 
other  circumstances,  obliged  those  iSTations  to  return  to  their 
village,  where  they  were  pretty  quiet  when  he  left  them  to  come 
to  Detroit,  where  ho  is  waiting,'  for  news  from  ^Niagara  to  return 
to  the  Ouyatanons  to  continue  his  services  there. 

We  are  in  receipt,  also,  of  news  from  the  Eiver  St.  Joseph. 
Sicur  Laperriere  Marin,  commanding  at  that  post,  writes  us 
on  the  5*^  and  30^^  of  July  last.  It  appears  that  the  English 
are  endeavoring  to  debaucli  the  jSTations  belonging  to  that  post, 
as  well  as  all  the  others,  by  the  unfavorable  impressions  thej 
are  trying  to  insinuate  among  them  by  means  of  the  5  Nations, 
who  continue  to  embroil  all  the  affairs,  and  employ  every  pre- 
text to  bring  about  the  destruction  of  the  French  of  that  post. 
The  Pouteouatamies  appear  always  in  our  interests;  they  have 
made  naany  protestations  to  Sieur  La  Perricre  of  the  attach* 
ment  they  have  long  felt,  and  will  continue  to  entertain,  for 
their  father,  the  Erench. 

Fifty  Ouyatanons  came  to  said  post  on  the  River  St.  Joseph, 
to  express  the  pain  they  felt  at  tlie  treachery  of  the  Ilurons 
at  Detroit;  that  they  are  ready  to  attack  those  who  had  killed 
the  Erench ;  that  their  father  had  only  to  speak. 

Tlie  commandants  at  Niagara  and  Fort  Erontenac  write  us, 
also,  on  the  10^*'  of  OcIoIku*.    Everything  was  (piiet  there. 

■i*         *        *  *        *        -jf  * 

Nov.  23rd.  Wo  are  in  receipt  of  news  from  Detroit  and 
the  Illinois.  The  former  are  very  interesting.  C^hevalior  do 
Jjongueuil,  the  commandant,  writes  us,  on  the  22*^  of  OctoWr 
last,  and  gives  us  an  account  of  what  occurred  at  his  post  since 
the  25^^'  of  August,  the  date  of  his  last  despatch.  'Hie  follow- 
ing is  the  substance  of  his  communication: 
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Bloiv  struck  at  Micliilvniahinac^  The  4  Chaouennon  depu- 
ties who  aTrived  on  tlie  23^  of  August,  spoke  on  the  26^^;  he 
does  not  place  mueh  reliance  on  what  they  said ;  he  had,  not- 
witlistanding,  treated  them  well.  These  Indians  have  remained 
long  enough  at  Detroit  to  discover  the  tlioughls  of  the  other 
jSIations,  and  the  difficulty  under  which  the  post  labored ;  they 
have  also  been  witnesses  of  a  new  attack  which  the  Sauteurs  of 
the  River  Aux  Sables,  who  murdered  the  Frenchmen  at  Chibao 
enani,'  have  just  made  at  Detroit  within  o— iths  of  a  league 
of  the  fort,  where  they  killed,  on  the  31^^^  of  August,  a  settler 
named  J\rartineau^  who  had  imprudently  gone  too  far  into  the 
woods.  These  murderers,  4  in  number,  scalped  him,  and  it 
is  asserted,  sent,  on  the  part  of  Mamahoekisigo,  the  scalp  to 
tha  Iroquois  with  two  pieces  of  cloth  from  the  pillage  of 
Ohabaoenani. 

The  Montreal  convoy  arrived  safe  at  Detroit  on  the  22^^  of 
September,  escorted  by  about  150  men,  including  the  merchants 
and  their  servants.  This  relief  is  the  salvation  of  Detroit,  and 
has  apparently  made  an  impression  on  the  I^ations. 

The  Miamis,  and  perhaps  also  the  Ouyataiious,  are  in  dis- 
order. The  former  allowed  themselves  to  be  gained  over  by 
the  Belts  of  Nicolas,  who  represented  to  them  that  Detroit 
bad  been  razed  by  the  Lake  tribes;  that  consequently  they 
could  no  longer  defer  killing  the  Drench  who  were  among  them. 
The  Miamis  have  listened  to  this  message.  1'hey,  tirst,  seized 
eight  Frenchmen  who  were  in  the  fort  of  that  post,  whom, 
however,  they  did  not  injure;  they  afterwards  seized  the  propv- 
erty  and  buint  a  portion  of  tlu^  buildings.  Two  of  the  8 
Frenchmen  wliom  the  iMiamis  bad  allowed  to  leave  uninjured, 
arrived  at  Detroit  on  tlie  7^^  of  Oc  tobor. 

On  tlie  arrival  of  the  convoy,  M^*  de  Longueuil  being  ignorant 
of  what  was  going  on  at  the  Miamis,  and  wishing  to  be  infonued 

iThe  context  shows  that  this  should  bo  Detroit. — En. 

2 The  island  of  Cloche;  see  ante,  p.  4(')2.  note  W.  and  \.  V.  Colon. 
Docs.,  X,  p.  183.— El). 

3 Pierre  Martineau,  born  in  Montreal,  eon  of  Jean  riiilippe,  dit  St. 
Onge. — E». 
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thereof,  before  allowing  the  lessees  (of  the  Posts)  to  go  there, 
sent  4  French  deputies  thither  with  messages  to  the  Miamis, 
to  induce  them  to  come  to  Detroit.  The  deputies  arrived  at 
the  Miamis  after  the  blow  had  been  struck;  nevertheless,  they 
prevailed  on  a  good  many  of  the  Indians  of  that  Nation  to 
come  to  Detroit,  to  be  disabused  by  their  own  eyes  of  Nicolas' 
impositions.  But  discouraged  on  seeing  themselves  notified 
by  tlie  arrival  of  a  second  Belt  from  Nicolas,  in  confinnation 
of  the  first,  they  went  back  to  their  village,  and  have  merely 
sent  to  Detroit  two  deputies,  whom  M^'  de  Longueuil  has 
inmiediately  sent  home  with  messages  to  disabuse  that  Nation 
of  the  evil  speeches  of  Nicolas.  Jaret,  a  Miamis  chief,  of  the 
village  of  Tepicourt,^  was  at  Detroit  during  all  this  disorder. 
M^*  de  Longueuil  has  thought  proper  to  send  him  without 
delay  to  try  and  restore  good  order,  and  more  particularly  to 
save  the  six  Frenchmen  who  are  detained  prisoners. 
•  The  Outaouas  and  Pouteoutamics  came  to  Detroit,  previ- 
ous to  the  arrival  of  the  convoy,  to  renew  the  treaty  of  alliance. 
M^"  de  Longueuil  places  no  dependence  on  the  circumstance; 
their  past  conduct  gives  him^  every  reason  to  doubt  their  sin- 
cerity. A  few  days  aftenvards  this  officer  called  together 
these  same  Outaouas  and  Pouteoutamics,  and  the  others  who 
were  desirous  to  visit  him.  He  communicated  to  them  our 
despatch  of  the  22^  of  July,  relative  to  the  murder  of  the  5 
Frenchmen  by  tlie  JTurons,  explaining  to  them  their  father's 
intentions  in  regard  to  this  murder,  and  the  condition  on  w^hicli 
he  would  pardon  the  Ilurons  therefor.  The  meeting  applauded, 
and  two  Huron  Chiefs,  of  the  number  of  the  seemingly  faith- 
ful, in  company  with  some  otliers  of  that  nation,  have  been 
to  carry  this  message  to  Nicolas  at  Snndoskct.  The  couuuis- 
sion  being  executed,  these  deputies  have  re}X)rted  for  answer 
that  Nicolas  did  accept,  but  was  desirous  of  waiting  the  return 
of  Sastaredzy,'"^  on  whose  arrival  he,  Nicolas,  would  repair  to 

lA  Miami  tribe,  also  called  Tepicon,  possibly  upon  tlie  Tippocanoo 
River.    See  Dunn,  Ivdiiuia,  p.  67,  note  1. — lOn. 

2 Note  on  original  MS.:  "This  Huron  Chief,  much  respected  by  hla 
Nation,  had  died  at  Quebec  on  the  4th  of  August." 
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Detroit  to  conclude  (peace)  ;  but  whilst  this  Traitor  was  giv- 
ing this  answer,  he  had  messengers  out  a  second  time  to  tell 
the  Miamis  that  Detroit  was  razed,  &c.,  which  caused  those  of 
the  Miamis  to  turn  back  who  were  coming  to  Detroit,  as  already 
mentioned. 

The  Sauteurs  above  Detroit  came  to  demand  an  asylum. 
M.  de  Longueuil  received  them,  notwithstanding  the  causes  of 
discontent  afforded  by  their  past  conduct,  which  he  promised 
to  forget  if  they  would  be  wise. 

Thirty  families  from  Saguinan,  whom  Mikinac,  an  Outaouas 
chief,  had  invited,  came  also  for  the  same  purpose,  and  gave 
some  strings  of  Wampum  as  assurance?  of  ilieir  future  fidelity. 

There  are  a  great  many  peltries  at  Detroit,  which  cannot 
be  brought  down  until  next  year;  again,  M.  de  Longueuil 
must  first  receive  new?  of  aid  from  Montreal,  othenvise  it 
Avould  be  very  liazardous  to  send  them  down.  The  OuLaouas 
and  Pouleouata]nis  have,  at  different  times,  assured  the  com- 
mandant that  were  the  French,  who  had  come  from  Montreal, 
to  separate  from  him,  the  enemy  would  renew  their  threats 
and  hostilities;  but  he  does  not  ])lace  the  least  reliance  on  Avhat 
they  say,  nor  on  their  renewing  alliance.  These  nations  are 
only  endeavoring  to  get  tlieir  supplies  out  of  ua,  and  to  dis- 
cover a  favorable  o])portunity  to  betray  us  irrevocably.  ^M""  de 
Longueuil  is,  consequently,  oljliged  to  ask  us  for  a  reinforce- 
ment of  men  and  ju'ovisions,  at  the  very  opening  of  the  spring, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  put  a  stop  to  their  intrigues.  There  are 
not  ])rovisi()ns  at  Dc^lroit  f<u-  any  hMiglli  (^f  time;  lie  ask<,  in 
like  mar.ner,  lliat  ^s'iagara  be  abundantly  jirovided  for  the 
security  of  the  convoys  up  and  down. 

'I'lio  Outaouas  and  Sautc-urs  tlnuiglit  tliat  sacrilirr  nf  nne 
of  tlieir  un  tni'l  nn:ite  |)ris()iK'rs  {cscldic]  wlioni  llicy  aceuscvl 
of  having  conu^  around  I'mi  willi  ;in  cx  il  di>>ign,  would  1)0 
sullicient  to  i)ro<'nre  l"or  tluMU  a  resloralioji  nf  our  i-on litioin'o. 
They  gave  him  u]>  to  M''  do  Longu(Miil,  who  has  l>oen  obliged 
to  receive  him.  Tie  gave  liini  to  tlu^  Abennquis.  wlio  accom- 
pany the  M()nti'(>al  convoy. 

This  Ofliccr,  nv)l  being  ablo  to  scunl  any  Traders  \o  the  Minnu^ 
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until  tho  Xation  return  to  its  duty,  sends  back  to  Montreal 
Ensi^i  Douvillc,  Avho  commanded  at  that  post,  and  who  was 
at  Detnnt  at  the  tin^e  the  Indians  committed  tTie  pillage;  he 
sends  hack,  in  like  manner,  40  Frenchmen  and  the  Ahenaquis, 
who  formed  part  of  the  convoy,  to  report  to  ns  the  stat-e  of 
affairs  at  his  post. 

Father  La  Eichardie  and  de  Belestre  arrived  at  Detroit, 
on  the  20^^'  of  October,  Avith  the  Huron  Deputies  who  camQ 
to  Quebec  last  summer. 

iM^"  do  Longueuil  Avill  concert  with  that  missionary  the  best 
joeasure.^i  to  tura  his  voyage  to  good  account,  and  so  soon  as 
that  conunandant  will  have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Miamis  and  Ilurons,  he  will  dispatch  two  canoes,  well  armed, 
to  advise  us  of  the  circumstance. 

News  from  Uic  IlU)iu'is  • 

The  intelligence  from  the  Illinois  is  equally  interesting. 
Chevalier  do  Bertliet,  the  commandant,  writes  us  from  Caska- 
quias  [Kaskaskia],  the  11^^  of  August.  It  apjx^ars  from  his 
letter  of  the  *  ^  "'^  that  there  has  been  considerable  trouble 
in  his  district;  it  a])pear.s  even  that  since  tlie  ii'ruption  of  the 
Detroit  Ilurons,  all  the  other  Tribes,  infected  with  their 
example,  arc  excited,  and  desirous  to  side  with  them.  The 
following  is  ihe  substance  of  what  that  officer  writes  to  us: 

Three  strange  Indians,  from  Fond  du  Lac,  ^  came  at  the 
end  of  duly  to  the  Illinois  ccmtry,  witli  a  message  from  the 
English,  in  the  name  of  the  Iroquois,  Ilurons,  Ahenaquis,  Pouz 
and  Outaouas,  and  all  the  Ouabash  Tribes,  inviting  the  Illinois 
to  abandon,  the  French,  otherwise  they  Avcre  dead  men ;  or  if 
they  would  not  of  themselves  destroy  the  Frencli,  to  withdraw 
and  go  to  the  ('aokias  [Oakokia],  and  they  wvidd  come  and 
cut  them  (the  French)  oil';  after  which  the  English  would 
como  to  the  Illinois  and  supply  tlieir  necessities  abundantly. 
Our  Illinois  had  almost  consented  to  act,  wlion  IsV  de 
Berthet,   who  was   informed   of   the   design   vi  these  throe 

lA  name  applied  to  llio  most  distant  end  of  many  boiJirs  of  wntor. 
Probably  this  was  the  western  end  of  Lake  Ontario.— Ed. 
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strangers,  demanded  that  they  should  speak  in  his  presence, 
which  they  refused  to  do,  and  the  Illinois  approved.  How- 
ever, the  latter  promised  him  that  they  should  give  him  com- 
munication of  whatever  would  be  said ;  but  their  council  being 
held  during  the  night  they  reported  to  this  commandant  -what- 
ever they  pleased.  The  latter  seeing  that  the  Illinois  were 
deceiving  him,  gave  them  to  understand,  in  a  meeting,  that  he 
knew  everything,  and  that  they  could  not  conceal  aught  from 
him.  These  Indians,  on  reflection,  admitted  the  fact.  They 
placed  in  his  hands  the  message  in  question,  which  consisted 
of  a  shell,  a  calumet  and  some  tobacco.  Tie  returned  it  to 
them  immediately,  and  told  them  to  give  it  back  to  those  who 
had  brought  it;  one  of  these  three  strange  Indians  took  this 
message,  and  said,  he  would  not  return  baclv  with  it;  he  saii1, 
he  should  bo  ashamed  to  take  it  back,  and,  being  himself  an 
llh'nois,  remained  with  liis  people. 

M^'  de  Berthet  has  been  informed  by  a  Huron  returning  from 
the  Chicachas  war,  who  had  spent  the  winter  at  Sonnioto  with 
tho  Chaouenons,  of  the  league  formed  by  tbe  hitter  to  destroy 
the  Upper  countiy  posts;  this  Huron  has  assured  him  that 
the  Iroquois  of  the  Great  village,  as  avcU  as  all  the  other  nations, 
had  accepted  tho  tomahawk  against  the  French,  and  had  all 
reunited  together  to  seize  all  the  French  posts,  beginning  with 
tho  Illinois  country;  that  this  attack  would  be  made  <luring 
the  August  moon,  and  at  the  fall  of  the  leaf;  and  that  he  was 
present  when  the  belts  wore  disti'ibutod  for  the  conspiracy; 
that  he  vouched  for  the  truth,  and  w^arned  him  to  be  on  his 
guard.  Ho  added,  that  should  the  expedition  not  take  place 
at  the  time  he  mentioned,  it  would  be  postponed  until  tho 
ensuing  opring,  or  the  atTair  would  go  to  sloop  altogether. 
La  Demoiselle,  llio  l\riamis  v\\w[\  is  the  coucoctoi-  ibis  K  agui'. 
Had  M.  Berthet  been  provided  with  some  merchandise,  ho 
juight  have  hoped  to  stop  these  tribes,  being  known  to  the 
principal  ones;  but  his  poverty  has  reiichcd  the  |H>int  that  there 
is  not  in  tho  King's  stores  nor  among  the  traders,  an  ell  of 
cloth,  nor  a  particle  of  ammunition  to  defend  themselves  in 
case  they  are  attacked.    This  circumstance  has  obliged  him 
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to  concentrate  his  forces  at  the  village  of  Caskaquias,  and  to 
abandon  the  other  settlements  to  the  mercy  of  the  Indians. 
Ho  has  not  received  any  aid  from  I^ew  Orleans  within  15 
months,  nor  does  he  know  whether  the  English  ai'e  masters 
of  the  Colony,  or  if  his  Majesty  have  abandoned  Louisiana. 
He  has  demanded  some  succor  of  de  Longueuil  at  Detroit, 
as  he  expected  none  from  'New  Orleans  nntil  the  end  of  the 
fall,  and  it  is  even  -ancertain  whether  any  will  come,  as  he 
learned  that  the  Chaouenons,  settled  on  the  Ouabache,  in 
union  with  the  Ohorakis,  Chicachas  and  Abenaquis,  were  to 
como  to  the  Mississipi  to  watch  the  convoy,  and  to  stop  it  if 
])ossible.  This  officer  is  impatiently  expecting  the  aid  he  has 
demanded  of  Chevalier  de  Longueuil,  in  order  to  ward  off  the 
storm  that  threatens  the  Illinois  country,^  the  loss  of  which 
Avould  be  a  serious  drawback,  inasmuch  as  the  English  being 
once  masters  of  that  country,  would  not  find  any  difficulty  in 
gaining  the  nations  wholly  to  their  interest,  and  by  that  means 
cou^d  easily  seize  the  entire  colony  of  Louisiana,  M"^  de 
Eertet  has  sent  three  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Illinois 
to  ISTew  Orleans  to  see  M.  de  Vaudrcuil,  in  order  thereby  to 
gain  time  and  arrest  any  evil  designs  that  nation  might  enter- 
tain against  us. 

******* 

Dec.  3rd.  Ehisign  Loborgiie^  arrives  from  Detroit,  whence 
he  has  been  detached  by  M.  de  Longueuil  on  duty.  He  brings 
to  us  an  Outaouas  and  a  Pouteouatamis,  whom  the  two  Nations 
send  as  delegates  to  the  General,  to  treat  of  existing  affairs 
at  Detroit.    M''  de  Longueuil  writes  us  on  the  2"**  of  Novem- 

iNote  on  original  MS.:  "Chevalier  de  Lonj^iiouil  writes,  on  the  25th 
of  August,  that  he  is  waiting  for  the  convoy  to  send  supplies  to  the 
Illinois." 

2 Paul  Leborgne,  In  17M  second  ensign  in  which  capacity  he  served 
at  Fort  Frontonac  in  the  same  year.  In  171S),  after  being  made  first 
ensign,  he  accompanied  C61oron  on  his  journey  down  the  Ohio.  Pro- 
moted to  a  lieutenancy  in  1753,  he  was  In  service  on  Lake  Champlain 
in  1757-58;  and  the  following  year,  after  receiving  his  captaincy,  was 
slightly  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Quebec. — Ed. 
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ber.  The  apprehended  scarcity  of  provisions  has  obliged  him 
To  discharge  some  men  whom  lie  wonhl,  nevertheless,  require. 
The  affairs  of  that  post  are  no  better  improved  than  when  he 
wrote  on  the  22"^  of  October  last.  This  officer  has  no  news 
from  the  ITurons,  Miann's  or  from:  the  Ouabache;  he  is  expect- 
ing the  messengers  he  has  sent  thither,  and  who  are  greatly 
behind  their  time.  He  calculated,  however,  on  sending  Ensign 
Belestre  off  immediately,  with  an  escort  of  12  Frenchmen,  for 
the  post  on  the  River  St.  Joseph,  which  he  is  to  command; 
also,  to  send  off  Sieur  Lapeyrade,  with  a  like  escort,  for  the 
Ouyatanons,  and  a  similar  detachment  for  tlie  Illiaiois :  all 
overland. 

M^'  de  Longueuil  states  that  he  is  unsuccessful,  for  the  fourth 
time,  in  sending  some  Huron  deputies  to  Sandoshet;  does  not 
know  wdiat  will,  be  the  result  of  these  goings  and  comings;  he 
thinks  that  the  Hurons  are  seeking  only  to  procrastinate  mat- 
ters so  as  tO'  be  able  to  surprise  Detroit,  by  means  of  rein- 
forcements they  are  expecting  from  their  allies,  and  to  gain 
time  to  take  refuge  in  some  place  at  a  distance  from  the  danger 
tliat  menaces  them.  That  officer  transmits  to  us  tlie  message 
wdiich  Mikinac,  the  Outaouas  chief,  and  OiKnignis.sct,  the 
Pouteouatamis  chief,  communicated  to  him,  on  tlie  part  of  their 
villages,  for  the  Manpiis  de  La  Galissoiiniere,  confirmation  of 
which  they  send  by  the  tAvo  deputies  of  these  Nations.  By 
tliis  message  these  two  chiefs  demand  that  a  hundred  I'^rcncli- 
men  and  Indians  be  sent  to  Detroit  in  the  middle  of  winter; 
the  Indians  to  be  selected  from'  those  who  are  not  in  alliance 
with  the  Nations  of  that  post,  so  that  their  conduct  may  not 
be  any  obstacle  to  their  design  of  reducing  the  Huron,  who 
seems  inclined  to  i)ei'sist  in  his  cv\]  intentions.  ]\rikinac, 
S}>eaking  on  the  part  of  the  Oulaouas  i\iUion,  which  has  invited 
the  Huron,  says,  that  though  it  forms  a  separate  part  of  the 
villa<>(i  of  D(>troit,  he  un(hM'tak(\-^,  by  th(^  lUdts  he  will  send 
in  the  course  of  the  winter  to  all  the  cliii^fs  of  that  Nation, 
to  make  the  guiUy  return  to  their  duty  and  derorniine  on  ask- 
ing pardon.  They  add,  by  these  messages,  a  request,  if  iho 
100  Frenclnnen  and   hidians  be  accordtul  to  them,  ihat  tho 
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General  grant  them  a  chief,  whom  they  love  and  respect,  and 
that  this  nuiTibev  of  "men,  whom  they  expect  in  the  middle  of 
Avinter,  ho  followed  by  a  like  reinforcement,  at  the  opening  of 
the  navigation,  fully  supplied  with  provisions  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  'twill  he  seen  "^vhat  use  they  will  make  of  these  leiii- 
forcements,  should  the  Huron  be  opposed  to  that  tranquillity 
the  two  ^N^ations  desire. 

Two  Lorette  Ilurons,  who  accc  mpanied  Father  La  Richardie, 
have  asked  to  remain  at  Detroit ;  AP"  de  Longueuil  expects 
to  send  them  this  winter  to  us  with  reliable  neAvs  from  the 
Hurons.  That  officer  persists  in  demanding  a  reinforcement 
of  men  and  provisions  in  the  spring. 

M^'  de  Longueuil  annexes  to  his  letter  a  note  of  the  demands 
made  by  Mikinac,  an  Outaouas  Chief;  namely,  a  fine  scarlet 
coat,  with  silver  facings,  similar  to  that  sent  to  Ivinousaki, 
another  Outaouas  chief;  a  fine  shirt  and  a  silver  hilted  sword. 
This  officer  desires  us  to  grant  this  request,  which  vvill  satisfy 
this  chief,  and  adds,  that  he  has  need,  in  the  present  con- 
juncture, of  this  man,  who,  if  refused,  may  be  the  cause  of 
serious  disorder;  that  this  chief  desires  these  presents  to  be 
sent  him  this  winter,  so  as  to  be  able  to  decorate  his  person 
oni  the  arrival  of  the  iNTations  in  the  spring,  and  to  show, 
thei^cby,  that  he  is  not  less  esteemed  than  Xinousaki. 

•Jf  ^  ^  *  %v  *  * 

Dec.  21st.  The  General  has  given  audience  of  leave  to  the 
two  Pouteouatamis  and  Outaouas  deputies,  who  will  depart 
immediately  for  Montreal,  and  proceed  thence  to  Detroit  with 
two  Canadians  who  will  accompany  them.  He  answers  by 
tliis  op])ortunity  Chevalier  do  LongucuiFs  diflferent  letters 
concerning  tho  actual  circumstances  of  tlio  post  of  Detroit; 
reconmiends  hinu  particularly  to  prevent,  by  all  mcnns  jiossible, 
the  rer(»ption  by  the  5  Nations  of  the  Ilurons  belonging  to 
the  tribe  that  talked  of  taking  refuge  among  them,  according 
to  IVP  do  Joncaire^s  representation;  that  in  case  these  traitors 
should  return  to  Ihoir  duty,  which  Father  La  Txichardie  np|x^ar9 
to  expect,  tlic  Marquis  de  La  Galissionniero  refei-s  to  ^t^  de 
Longueuil  what  will  be  the  proper  site  for  a  new  settlement^ 
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reminding  him  of  the  principal  views  he  ought  to  entertain  in 
such  a  case,  namely:  the  security  of  the  French  of  Detroit; 
of  the  new  fort  he  has  proposed  to  establish  below  that  post, 
and  finally,  of  all  present  and  future  settlements;  so  that,  ^v\Xh. 
these  precautions,  there  will  be  no  more  cause  to  apprehend 
like  disorders  in  future,  and  at  least  these  Indians  will  be 
restrained  and  their  bad  designs  anticipated,  should  they  dare 
to  renewi  them.. 

The  General  answerb  Mikinac  and  Onanguisset's  messages; 
he  expects  them  to  persevere  in  their  attachment  to  us ;  the 
winter  season  does  not  permit  him  to  send  the  detachment  of 
Erench  and  Indians  they  appear  to  desire ;  announces  to  them 
a  well  escorted  and  provisioned  convoy  next  spring,  which  wdll 
afl'ord  them  reason  to  felicitate  themselves  on  their  good  dis- 
positions towards  us.  Orders  are  sent  to  Montreal  to  send 
Mikinac,  by  the  deputies,  the  presents  he  has  demanded;  we 
have  not  been  able  to  dispense  with  gi^anting  to  that  chief 
this  mark  of  distinction  in  order  to  avoid  all  jealousy,  espec- 
ially as  the  other  chiefs,  who  have  come  to  Quebec  last  year, 
have  been  equally  well  treated. 

Chevalier  de  Longiieuil  is  recommended  to  send  to  Sieur  Ber- 
thet,  at  the  Illinois,  the  aid  of  goods  and  ammmiition  he  may  be 
able  to  spare  him,  so  as  to  afford  him  the  means  of  protecting 
himself  from  the  deplorable  consequences  which  the  affair  of  the 
Miamis  might  drag  after  it. 


1748:    PUNISHMENT  FOR  CONSPIRATORS 

[Abstract  of  despatches  from  GalissoniSre.  Reprinted  from  .V.  Y. 
Colon.  Docs.,  X,  p.  133.] 

5th  ^pi-i]^  1748.^  (/ount  dc  Lagalissonniere  being  desirous 
to  punish  sm!li  of  the  ]\lichilimakinac  and  Detroit  Nations  as 
had,  at  the  instigation  of  the  English,  made  incursions  on  the 


iThia  is  the  date  of  the  Abstract,  not  of  the  Despatch.— E.  B.  O'Cai.- 

LAQHAN. 
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Prench,  sent,  last  year,  strong  detachments  to  those  two  posts; 
but  before  that  destined  for  Michilimaldnac  had  arrived,  the 
Indians,  who  were  complained  of,  came  to  sue  for  pardon  from 
the  Commandant  of  the  post,  and  delivered  to  him  the  two  prin- 
cipal chiefs  of  the  revolted  party.  Those  of  Detroit  had  fled  to 
a  distant  village  of  the  post,  whence  they  sent  deputies  to  sue 
for  pardon;  so  that  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  peace  will  l)e 
soon  established  in  the  Upper  country,  these  Indians  being  the 
only  ones  on  this  Continent  who  have  made  any  hostile  move- 
ments during  the  war. 

But  the  chiefs  of  the  Michilimakinao  rebels  having  been 
brought  to  Montreal,  and  Count  de  Lagalissonniere  having  re- 
solved to  send  to  Quebec,  they  were  put  on  board  a  canoe,  the 
crew  of  which  consisted  of  a  sergeant  and  eight  soldiers.  These 
were  murdered  on  going  down  the  river,  and  there  was  no 
doubt  but  the  blow  was  stnick  by  Indians,  A\'ho,  when  drunk,  had 
formed  Ihe  design  of  rescuing  the  two  prisoners. 


1748:    IMPORTANCE  OF  ILLINOIS  SETTLEMENTS 

[Memoir  of  La  Galissonidre  sent  to  the  French  Minister.  ISIS,  in  ar- 
chives of  Minist6re  des  Colonies,  Paris;  pressmarlv,  "Canada,  Corresp. 
gen.,  vol.  91,  c.  11,  fol.  116."] 

Quebec,  September  1,  1748. 

MoNSEiGNEUR — In  auswer  to  one  of  your  last  despatches, 
dated  April  25,  whicJi  reached  me  only  by  the  "Zephir,"  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  speak  to  you  somewhat  at  length  respecting  our 
establishments  of  the  illinois. 

They  have  perhaps  this  much  in  common  with  cvervtliing  re- 
lating to  the  llississipi,  that,  after  liaving  been  estinuUed  far 
above  their  real  value,  they  can  at  present  barely  bo  hx^ked  \ipon 
as  of  any  use.  I  consider  that  it  is  almost  t^iiuilly  necessary  to 
witlidraw  from  those  two  extreme  points,  nnd  hore  is  what  I 
think  of  it. 

I  look  u}>ou  the  profits  of  tho  mines  ns  very  uncertain  and 
moreover  as  being  so  remote  and  deix'nding  u\k>i\  so  many  other 
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previous  establishments  that  at  present  they  can  hardly  be  taken 
into  account  without,  however,  their  being  despaired  of  for  ever. 

I  think  the  Fur  trade  carried  on  there  is  one  of  tha  least  ad- 
vantageous in  Canada,  but  I  do  not  know  this  for  certain. 

I  place  the  hope  of  obtaining  buffalo  hides  from  there  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  expectations  from  the  mines,  at  the  most. 

I  consider  it  very  necessary  that  Louisiana  be  placed  in  a 
position  to  procure  flour  and  other  necessaries  of  life  fromi 
places  nearer  than  illinois. 

Finalty,  I  think  that  for  a  ^^ery  long  time  to  come  illinois 
will  yield  no  real  revenue  to  the  King  nor  considerable  fortune 
to  private  individuals,  but,  on  tlie  contrary,  it  will  cost  the  King 
a  good  deal  to  have  that  country  settled. 

But  I  am  ver}^  far  from  concluding  from  all  this  that  that 
little  colony  should  be  dropped  ;  I  think  on  the  contrary  that  the 
King  should  sacrifice  something  to  maintain,  it: 

Firstly,  so  as  not  to  lose  what  has  already  been  put  in  it; 

Secondly,  because  it  is  one  of  the  best  placed  barriers  that  can 
be  opposed  to  the  ambition  of  the  English  to  prevent  their  pene- 
trating into  our  trading  countries  and  even  into  Mexico; 

Thirdly,  because  if  that  country  were  well  settled  it  would 
make  us  formidable  to  all  the  nations  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Mississipi  river; 

Foiirt/ily.  because  bread,  meat,  and  other  prjulucc  will  attract 
Savagx}S  there  whose  alliance  and  trade  will  be  of  use  to  us ; 

Fifthly,  If,  in  tliis  war  tni-  inslam-e,  iherc  had  been  in  the 
illinois  country  400  or  500  nu  n  capable  of  bearing  arms,  not 
only  would  our  small  posts  ot'  Oualtacho  and  other  })hK'es  nut 
have  been  disturlKul,  but  we  should  have  led  int<)  iho  heart  oi 
the  finest  English  Colonies  the  very  nation^  tliat  have  aHiuKcd 
us. 

And  with  reference  to  this  it  is  proper  to  obsen'c  that  wo  must 
not  Hatter  ourselves  that  our  Colonies  of  the  interior,  es]Hvinlly 
that  Oi  Louisiana  can  over  bo  on  a  par  as  rcganls  wcsilth  with 
the  neighboring  English  Colonies,  or  even  carry  on  any  very  lu- 
crative trade,  IxH'ansc^  -  w  it h  the  excciuion  of  furs  whose  ipian- 
tity  is  limited,  and  tlie  prolit.s  on  which  will  decrease  more  and 
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more — wo  can  furnish  only  commodities  similar  to  those  of 
Elurope;  we  cannot  give  them  for  the  same  price  although  for 
the  most  part  of  inferior  quality,  and  for  such  an  immense  coun- 
try we  have  no  outlet  except  by  two  rivers  equally  out  of  reach 
and  of  inconvenient  and  perilous  navigation. 

We  must  therefore  confine  ourselves  to  making  the  most  of 
the  chief  advantage  offered  by  the  countiy,  which  consists  in  its 
exceeding  fertility,  and  the  facility  of  feeding  a  very  great  nmii- 
Ler  of  inhabitants  with  hardly  any  assistance  from  outside. 

France  obtains  products  of  every  kind  from  itself  and  from 
its  Colonies.  This  one  will  i)roduce  nothing  but  men  for  a  very 
long  time,  but,  if  we  wish,  it  will  in  a  shoi't  Avhile  produce  so 
large  a  number  of  these  that,  far  from  fearing  the  English 
Colonies  or  the  savage  nations,  It  will  be  in  a  position  to  dictate 
to  them ;  and  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  those  Colonies  are  so 
precious  to  England  that  if  This  one  were  once  sufficiently  pow- 
erful in  men  to  endanger  them,  that  fear  alone  would  be  enough 
to  prevent  the  English  from  abusing  their  power  on  the  sea  as 
they  so  often  do. 

From  this  point  of  view  which,  although  remote,  should,  it 
seems  to  m:e,  occupy  our  attention,  I  see  few  settlements  more 
urgent  than  that  of  the  illinois  country.  It  is  a  region  easy  to 
cultivate  and  to  clear,  and  a  country  much  coveted  by  our  neigh- 
hors.  A  fairly  large  number  of  French  families  are  already 
there, ^  and  those  that  will  go  there  in  future  and  gTadually  are 
sure  to  1)0  able  to  live  on  the  labor  of  others  while  aw\aiting  the 
fruits  of  their  own. 

But  it  is  very  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible,  greatly  to  in- 
crease the  illinois  country  by  means  of  that  of  the  ^Fississippi, 
which  itself  has  few  inliabitants  and  wliithor  the  lionuty  of  the 
climate  and  the  viciiiitv  of  the  sea  will  l)0  more  likelv  lo  attract 
tlio  people  of  the  illinois  region,  than  the  lallor  will  bo  t«>  draw 
X>eople  from  Ivouisiana. 

iln  17G0  there  were  eighty  houses  at  Kaskaskia.  and  fifty  at  Caho- 
kia.  See  Do  Vllliers  du  Torrage,  Les  Dcrnicrs  Auuces  de  la  Louisiane 
frangaise  (Paris,  190t),  i>.  51.— Ei>. 
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If  to  lllis  be  added  the  difficulty  of  ascending  tlie  Mississipi, 
the  facility  with  which  Hostile  Savages  can  stop  any  as- 
cending, and  tho  couvcnicnco  enjoyed  by  Canadian  traders  in 
being  able  to  reach  the  illinois  countiy  by  four  or  five  different 
roads  which  cannot  all  be  closed  at  the  same  time,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Canada  must  people  that  region,  and  I  think  it  can  be 
done  in  the  following  manner : 

Firstly,  One  or  two  officers  may  be  sent  to  illinois  from  Can- 
ada witli  a  detachment  of  fifty  or  sixty  soldiers  to  serve  under 
tho  orders  of  j\lonsieur  de  Bert<it; 

Secondly^  The  two  Companies  now  at  the  illinois  post  can  be 
sent  down  to  Louisiana,  that  is  the  officers  and  the  name  of  those 
Companies,  because  all  the  soldiers  who  are  married  or  may 
wish  to  become  fanners  must  be  discharged  and  left  in  tlie  illi- 
nois coiintry; 

Thirdly,  Thirty  or  forty  contraband  salt  dealers  must  be  sent 
to  the  illinois  country  via  Canada  every  year,  beginning  as  soon 
as  possible ; 

Fourthly,  Facilities  should  be  given  every  year  to  twelve  or 
fifteen  residents  of  Canada  to  go  and  settle  and  take  up  land 
there ; 

Fifthly,  As  the  troops  from  here  are  farmed,  tlie  garrison  of 
tho  illinois  post  should  be  increased  to  a  hundred  men,  and 
more ; 

Sixthly,  The  officer  in  command  should  be  reeominended  to 
favor  farming  much  more  than  trade ; 

Seventhly,  A  market  should  be  ])rovidod  in  tho  regions  situate 
on  the  lower  part  of  the  river  for  the  surplus  llour. 

I  liave  expressly  stated  that  tlic  ollicers  to  he  sent  there  should 
be  placed  under  tlie  orders  of  ]\foiisieur  de  Bcrtot,  because  I  do 
not  til  ink  it  would  be  easy  to  find  an  officer  as  competent  as  he 
is  to  direct  and  improve  that  settlemont.  T  know  him  solely 
through  (ho  rcixM'ls  that  hav(^  been  made  lo  mo  (d*  him  and  by 
those  he  has  made  to  me  since  I  have  been  here,  and  if  tliei'o  he 
anything  right  and  true  in  what  I  havt^  wrilton  alx)ve,  I  have 
taken  it  from  his  letters. 

From  them  also  I  lake  a  remark  essential  to  the  subject.  If 
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the  Illinois  Colony  with  a  large  population  can  hai^ass  the  Eng- 
lish Colonies,  it  is  hardly  less  easy  for  the  Latter  to  seize  Illinois 
if  left  in  its  present  weak  condition.  Of  all  the  regions  we  now 
occupy  it  is  the  one  whither  they  can  come  most  easily  with  a 
small  force,  and  if  they  should  once  succeed  in  so  thrusting 
themselves  between  our  two  Colonies,  the  loss  of  the  Missis^ipi 
and  the  ruin  of  the  inland  trade  of  Canada  would  be  certain, 
while  the  Spanish  Colonies  and  even  Mexico  would  be  in  very 
great  danger. 

From;  all  this  it  results  that  b^'  uniting  Illinois  tx>  Canada  but 
little  would  be  gained  as  regards  the  expense  of  the  troops,  the 
number  of  which  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  increased  rather 
than  diminished.  They  are,  moreover,  absolutely  needed  there 
to  restrain  the  savages  and  sometimes  the  residents,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  number  of  tlie  latter  in  time. 

Through  lack  of  suiHcient  soldiers.  Monsieur  de  Bertet  was 
throughout  the  war  in  constant  danger  from  which  ho  extricated 
himself  chiefly  through  his  own  good  management^  and  to  a 
slight  extent  by  means  of  the  munitions  and  goods  that  were 
sent  him  from  here. 

It  should  also  be  obseiwed  that,  as  that  post  is  at  the  extreme 
end  of  our  two  Colonies,  the  Courcurs  des  bois  and  other  good- 
for-nothing  men  usually  miako  it  their  refuge,  and  might  cmusc 
much  disorder,  if  the  Commanding  officer  had  not  a  sufficient 
foi'ce  at  hand  to  repress  it. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  much  can  be  obtained'  by  fanning 
out  that  post.  I  think  this  would  complete  its  ruin,  and  that, 
at  the  most,  some  money  might  be  obtained  from  licenses,  or  by 
compelling  those  who  procure  thorn  to  convey  munTtions  and  pi-o- 
visions;  and  1  do  not  know  whether  this  could  bo  pcouivd. 

I  agi'ee  with  you,  Monseigiieur,  that  it  is  quite  a  nuittcr  of  in- 
difference, considering  the  share  the  illinois  settlement  can  have 
in  the  defence  or  even  the  subsistence  of  Ix)uisiana,  whether  the 
comniianding  officer  tliere  bo  one  from  Canada  or  one  fi\)ni  Ixni- 
isiana.  Orders  can  be  given  him  always  to  send  ns  much  ilour 
etc.  as  possible  to  new  Orleans  and  to  give  that  town  and  all  its 
dependencies  every  assistance  in  his  power. 
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To  procure  abundance  in  that  post  and  to  promote  its  settle- 
ment I  see  no  objection  to  the  Governor  of  Mississipi  and  That 
of  Canada  issuing  licenses  to  trade  there,  or  even  to  their  sell- 
ing- the  same  provided  the  price  be  low.  As  there  are  no  leases 
or  exclusive  licenses,  there  will  be  no  discussion. 

Such,  Monseigiieur,  is  the  answer  I  can  give  regarding  Illi- 
nois. 

I  defer  to  another  despatch  what  I  have  to  say  to  you  regard- 
ing all  the  posts  of  Canada  generally,  and  moreover  I  take  the 
liberty  of  begging  you  to  consult  Monsieur  liocquart^  on  all 
this,  although  we  are  not  precisely  of  the  same  opinion. 

I  remain  with  very  ])rofound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

La  Galissoniere 


1748:    POST  AT  CHEQUAiMEGON 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoniere  and  Bigot  to  the  French  Minister,  dated 
Sopt.  20,  1748,    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  24.] 

MoNSETGNEUK — Wc  reply  to  the  Letter  you  Wrote  to  Mes- 
sieurs de  La  Galissoniere  And  liocquart  on  The  6tli  of  !Marcli 
last. 

Nobody  came  fonvard  this  year  to  farm  The  Post  of  Olia- 
gouamigon.  We  Allowed  The  Agent  of  IMadame  La  Eonde  to 
return  tliere  last  spring.  We  shall  See  next  spring  wliat  ar- 
rangement can  l)e  uuidc  to  farm  That  Post  and  in  such  Case  we 

iQilles  Hocquart,  the  intendant  of  New  France,  was  recalled  from 
Canada  contemi>oraneously  with  Governor  Beauharnois;  but  his  suc- 
cessor not  arriving,  he  tarried  in  the  colony  until  tho  autumn  of  1748. 
Galissoniere  suggests  that  he  should  be  consulted  in  person,  upon  bis 
arrival  in  France. — Ed. 
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will  iV>lk>\v  yoliv  orders  regarding  the  Third  oi  (ho  proccJx'vl^  oL 
the  lease  which  His  Majesty  has  granted  to  that  Widow. 

We  remain  with,  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  Obedient  servants, 

La  Galissonieee 

BlGOT^ 

Quebec,  September  20,  1748. 


1748:    RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  ADJUSTMENT  OF  WESTERN 

POSTS 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoniere  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Sept.  25, 
1748.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  fol.  130.] 

Quebec,  September  25,  1748. 

MoNSEiGNEUli — I  liavc  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  some- 
what at  length  by  "la  friponne''  regarding  the  illinois  settle- 
ment; That  of  Detroit  demands  no  less  attention. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  they  have  in  common;  I  will  merely 
observe  that  that  of  illinois  can  Hnpi)ly  ])n)visions  to  ^'e\v  Or- 
letjis  onlj,  wliile  that  of  Detroit  is  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to 
assist  all  the  others  and  even  illinuis.  The  climate  and  soil  are 
better  than  at  illinois;  the  fur  trade  is  more  advantageous  and 
more  easily  canied  on  at  Detroit.  At  illinois  the  savages  seem 
more  faithful  and  less  powerful;  at  Detroit  ihey  are  nn>re  i)o\v- 

1  Frangois  Bigot,  the  last  and  most  infamous  iutendant  of  New 
France,  was  a  native  of  Guienne,  and  had  served  (1745)  as  commissary 
at  Louisburg,  where  his  peculations  are  supposed  to  have  contributed 
to  its  downfall.  Through  inlluential  relatives  he  obtained  the  appoint- 
ment of  intendant  of  Canada,  Jan.  1,  1748,  with  largely  increased  pow- 
ers. Parkman  has  told  graphically,  in  his  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  the 
story  of  Bigot's  systematic  and  adroit  plundering,  culminating  in  tho 
financial  ruin  of  the  colony.  After  the  conquest  (17G0),  his  return  to 
France  was  signalized  by  an  extended  trial,  as  a  result  of  which  he  wa«i 
banisned  and  condemned  to  pay  an  enormous  fine.  Ho  is  said,  how- 
ever, to  iiave  passed  thei  remainder  of  his  days  in  aflluence  at  Bor- 
deaux.— Ed. 
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erf  111  and  more  easily  cornipted.  Tliere  are  at  present  at  illi- 
nois,  I  think,  many  more  ploughmen  than  traders,  and  at 
Detroit  many  more  traders  tlian  plonghincn.  Finally  the  es- 
tablishments begun  in  the  Illinois  country  are  divided  up  into 
several  posts  somewhat  distant  from  one  another;  That  of  De- 
troit is  and  will  for  a  long  time  be  all  in  one.  With  this  knowl- 
edge, it  will  not  be  difficult,  when  you  give  your  orders,  to  send 
to  those  two  small  Colonies,  that  are  almost  equally  useful,  what 
is  suited  to  each. 

I  have  now  to  reply  to  what  you  ask  me  regarding  the  sug- 
gestion that  has  been  made  to  have  a  stationary  Connnandant  at 
Detroit.  I  can  speak  on  this  subject  with  great  imcertainty 
only,  but  I  am  strongly  for  the  affirmative,  and  ^lonsieur  hoe- 
quart  is  of  my  opinion. 

That  comniand  would  doubtless  be  alx)ve  the  rank  of  Ca])tain, 
and  that  of  King's  Lieutenant  or  major  might  be  given  to  the 
officer  appointed,  as  at  San  Domingo  and  illinois.  But,  notr 
withstanding  this,  it  would  not  be  sufficiently  tempting,  if  the 
thousand  ecus  attached  to  it  should  be  given  up,  which  would 
seem  to  m;ake  it  preferable  to  all  the  King's  Lieutenancies  of 
the  Colony.  Whosoever  might  be  there  would  always  want  to 
leave  the  place  for  the  smallest  of  those  King's  lieutenancies, 
and  thus  changes  would  occur  almost  as  frequently  as  in  the 
present  establislnnent. 

Moreover  I  cannot  help  admitting  that  I  do  not  know  the 
senior  Captains  well  enough  to  propose  any  one  to  you  of  whom 
I  Avould  be  sure  that  he  Avould  meet  your  views  regarding  the 
proper  cstablishnicnt  of  that  post. 

T^iero  is  also  a  drawback  in  giving  a  Cajitain  the  rank  of 
King's  Lieutenant  wiib.out  passing  him  through  the  rank  of 
major,  and  amongst  the  majors  ihero  is  only  the  Sieur  Chevalier 
de  lA)ngiuniil  whom,  I  iliink,  it  would  Ix?  ditBoult  to  get  to  ac- 
cept it. 

There  would  ronuiin  only  l\lonsicur  tlie  Clievalier  do  "Roilct, 
who,  judging  from  the  relations  I  have  had  with  liim.  would 
do  very  well,  altlioiigh  ho  is  iHM-]i:ij>s  loo  obstinate,  about  his 
mines.    But  it  has  occurnnl  to  me  tbat  ho  is  tliinking  of  gx^ing 
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back  to  France,  and,  moreover,  an  almost  equally  competent  man 
would  be  needed  to  replace  him  at  Illinois,  whom  it  would  per- 
haps be  difficult  to  find.  It  would  be  desirable  that  one  be 
found  amongst  the  officers  under  his  orders,  but  I  know  nothing 
about  them,  and  I  am  not  even  aware  that  they  have  the  neces- 
sary seniority  and  services  to  entitle  them  to  the  rank  of  major, 
which  might  be  retained  for  the  stationary  Commandant  of 
illinois,  as  at  pi'esent  held  by  Monsieur  the  Chevalier  de  Bertet.^ 

If  this  idea  were  followed  it  would  be  advisable,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  the  Commandant  of  Detroit  shouM  have  authority  over 
all  the  posts  called  here  the  Southern  posts,  that  is  to  say :  illi- 
nois, Miamis,  la  Hiviere  blanche,^  and  Ouyatanons  or  the  na- 
tions of  Ouabache, 

It  would  seem  natural  to  make  Missilimakinak  a  stationary 
post  also,  but  the  almost  continual  dearth  of  meat  and  a  thousand 
other  things  looked  upon  in  France  as  necessaries,  leads  me  to 
think  that  this  had  better  be  postponed  to  a  future  date. 

Meanwhile  I  consider  that  all  tlie  posts  called  the  !N"ortherQ 
posts  might  be  made  subordinate  to  it,  namely:  la  Baye  des 
puants,  all  lake  superieur  and  the  western  sea.  The  Kiver  St. 
Joseph  should  alsO'  be  under  its  orders  for  the  routine  of  tlie 
service,  Imt  it  should  likewise  obey  tliose  of  the  Commandant 
of  Detroit  on  pressing  occasions,  St.  J oseph  being  almost  equally 
within  reach  of  botli,  and  being  inhabited  by  Pouteouatamis, 
some  of  whom  are  settled  at  Detroit. 

I  remain,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseigneur,  Your 
very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

La  Galissonikrb 

1  The  officer  in  command  of  the  Illinois  country  n(  thia  time  hold 
the  rank  of  major;  In  1752,  Vandreuil  raised  the  post  to  Ihe  grade  of  a 
royal  lieutenancy. — Ed. 

2  Doubtless  this  refers  to  Vincennes,  very  near  the  ^^'^lito  River  (la 
RiviSre  Blanche)  of  Indiana. — En. 
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1748:    TRADE  AT  THE  WESTERN  POSTS;  LEASE  SYSTEM 

[Letter  of  Bigot  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  22,  1748.  Source, 
same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  92,  fol.  113.] 

MONSEIGNEUR  

*  ******* 

I  am  convinced  that  peace  will  restore  the  leases  of  the  posts 
to  their  original  value. 

Monsieur  de  la  Galissoniere  is,  however,  of  opinion  that  li- 
censes should  be  granted  to  all  who  apply  for  them  in  order  to 
trade  at  the  posts.  He  claims  that  if  there  be  several  traders  at 
the  same  post,  they  will  give  their  goods  cheaper  to  the  savages, 
but  r  do  not  believe  it  because  they  will  agrc-e  together.  Xever- 
theless  he  excepts  from  licenses  the  posts  of  Is'^epigon,  Camalesti- 
gouia,  miehipicotoii,  temiscaiiiingue,  inid  la  pointe  de  Chiigou- 
amij:j:on. 

It  is  not  surprising  the  savages  should  have  foimd  tliat  what 
they  needed  was  sold  them  at  e^'cessive  prices.  The  traders  had 
to  pay  for  wliat  they  bought  in  ]\rontreal  at  least  150  })cr  cent 
more  than  they  paid  in  time  of  peace,  and  they  sold  in  propor- 
tion. In  spite  of  this  they  were  partly  ruined,  because  the  sav- 
age did  not  pay.  But,  inasmuch  as  goods  are  coming  down  to 
the  prices  that  prevailed  before  the  war,  they  will  in  future  be 
able  to  sell  them  150  per  cent  chea])cr,  and  the  savages  will 
notice  this  reduction. 

If  the  commandants  of  the  posts  had  no  understanding  with 
the  farmer,  tli(\v  might,  sec  to  il.;  Init,  alilKiniih  1  have  only  brou 
out  here  a  short  time,  I  know  that  so  many  abuses  exist  that  it 
will  be  very  difficult,  however  one  may  go  aKnit  iU  to  put  and 
keep  in  order  this  part  of  the  service  Avhicli  is  most  essential. 

I  have  the  Imnoi-  to  bo  with  |ii-<>r»>ini<l  rc-pct  t,  Mon^eigniMir. 
Your  very  humble  and  voiy  olKMlieiit  son  ant. 

Bigot 

QuF.nice.  October  22.  1718. 
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[Letter  of  La  Galissoni^re  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  23, 
1748.    Source,  same  as  preceding  document,  but  vol.  91,  fol.  231.] 

Quebec,  October  23,  1748 
MoNSEiGNEUR — The  arrangements  made  some  years  ago  for 
the  posts  of  the  upper  country  having  been  thwarted  in  some 
places  and  upset  in  others  on  account  of  the  war  and  by  the 

movements  of  the  Savages;  it.  is  now  necessary  either  to  restore 
matters  to  their  footing  previous  to  the  war  or  to  put  them  in 
better  shape. 

In  the  latter  period  of  Monsieur  de  Vaudreuirs  Government 
and  in  the  first  years  of  that  of  Monsieur  de  Beauharnois,  the 
officers  were  like  lessees  of  the  posts.  You  then  recommended 
that  they  be  given  to  them  at  low  rates  to  enable  them  to  satisfy 
the  savages,  and  some  fortunes  were  made  there. 

But  either  through  the  abuse  made  of  it  by  some,  or  for  other 
reasons,  these  same  posts  were  farmed  out  to  the  highest  and  last 
bidder,  and  the  idea  that  was  formed  of  the  profits  derived  from 
them  caused  the  rents  to  reach  a  much  higher  figure  tlian  had 
formerly  been  exacted  from  the  officers. 

The  persons  to  whom  the  posts  were  adjudged  then  considered 
they  had  a  right  to  get  as  much  profit  as  possible  out  of  them 
without  regard  to  the  drawbacks  tliat  might  result  from  it. 

They  therefore  raised  the  price  of  goods  beyond  all  reason, 
and  to  m.aintain  it  they  sent  only  small  quantities,  especially  in 
the  latter  years  of  their  leases. 

They  thereby  reduced  the  savages  to  despair  and  compelled 
them  to  go  to  Chouaguen  for  goods  which  the  English  could  not 
sell  at  the  same  price  as  curs,  had  not  the  exclusivp  right  to  trade 
and  the  price  of  the  leases  increased  ours. 

Under  circumstances  so  little  favornble  the  war  btvko  out: 
thereupon  the  price  of  goods  was  actually  doubled  in  the  Col- 
ony; the  savages  seemed  desirous  of  rebelling  everyAvhere;  the 
receipts  under  tlie  leases  dwindled  to  nothing,  and  the  exj)on3e8 
that  had  always  been  very  light  under  the  previous  system,  grew 
to  such  an  extent  that  I  doubt  whether  tlie  proceeds  of  tJie  most 
profitable  ten  years  of  the  posts  could  have  paid  the  cjq^ensos  of 
tbc  last  two  years. 
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On  the  other  hand  tlie  savages  blamed  the  lessees  for  the 
scarcity  from  which  they  suffered,  and  nearly  all  those  from 
even  the  most  reliable  jiosts,  such  as  la  Riviere  de  St  Joseph  and 
la  Baye  had  asked  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois  and 
urgently  pressed  me  to  have  no  imre  lessees.  Monsieur  de 
Beauharnois  had  promised  this  to  the  Pouteouatamis  of  St. 
J oseph,  and  I  adhered  to  it. 

Moreover  when  Goods  had  to  be  sent  to  the  posts  last  spring, 
several  farmers  gave  up  their  leases  or  asked  for  a  reduction 
of  three  fourths  of  tlie  rent. 

Perhaps  peace  may  make  them  bolder,  but  the  other  draw- 
backs will  always  exist,  and  these  seem  so  serious  that  I  deter- 
mined, with  the  advice  of  Monsieur  hocquart,  to  whom  you  may 
speak  of  this,  to  have  as  few  posts  fanned  out  as  possible,  and 
to  have  them  exploited  by  licenses  as  the  leases  expire,  in  the 
same  manner  as  was  done  for  Detroit  and  Missilimakinak  dur- 
ing the  ^vhole  time  the  system  of  leases  lasted. 

I  do  not  think  this  will  yield  as  much,  but  I  expect  that  com- 
petition between  several  traders  at  each  post  will  lower  the  price 
of  goods  and  bring  back  the  savages  to  U5  who  are  all  going  to 
give  themselves  to  the  English,  unless  wo  employ  cnxm-v  means  to 
keep  them.  That  to  which  we  have  been  reduced  for  seme  time 
and  which  consists  in  loading  them  with  presents  is  beyond  con- 
tradiction the  worst  of  all. 

We  will  make  an  exception  for  some  posts  where  so  far  the 
savages  do  not  seem  to  have  complained  of  the  lessees,  or  where, 
owing  to  their  position,  they  are  less  likely  to  g»>  to  the  English. 
These  posts  are  Temiskamiiigne,  Nepigon,  Camanistigoya, 
Michipicoton,  La  pointe  de  Chagouamigon.  These  leases  thero- 
fore  may  be  allowed  to  continue  or  fresh  ones  may  bo  grnnted 
saving  the  right  to  take  other  steps  according  to  events  or  to 
new  light  that  may  bo  obtained  on  the  snbjtx't. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  Wcstrni  sea  in  a  special  letter. 

I  remain,  with  very  ])rofound  respect,  ^lonseignour,  Your 
very  liumhlo  and  very  ol)edient  sei'vant, 

luv  Galissonierb 
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1748:    WESTERN  CONSPIRACY  DISINTEGRATES 

[Letter  of  La  Galissoniere  to  the  French  Minister,  dated  Oct.  23, 
1748.    Reprinted  from  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x,  pp.  181-185.] 

QuEiJix',  Octobor  23,  1748. 

My  Lord — I  did  not  expect  to  enter  into  any  details  on  .occa- 
sion of  tlie  different  movements  of  the  Indians,  and  the  negotia- 
tions which  I,  in  the  town  of  Montreal,  and  the  commandants 
at  the  different  posts  had  with  them.  They  are  all  to  be  found 
in  the  Journal  prepared  by  me,  conjointly  with  the  Intendant.^ 
However,  as  this  matter  is  much  confused,  and  as  the  various 
reports  which  will,  possibly,  be  made  to  you,  will  render  it  more 
obscure,  I  cannot  dispense  writing  to  you  at  length  relative  to 
subjects  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Colony. 

It  was  shortly  after  my  arrival  that  I  learned  the  revolt  of  the 
Miamis,  tlie  coiiseijuencos  of  wliicli,  though  unfortunate,  have 
not  been  near  so  much  so  as  they  seemed  to  be.  That  nation 
was  divided  into  two  parties,  whereof  one  that  appears  attached 
to  the  French  is,  I  believe,  the  most  considerable,  and  has  re- 
mained at  the  village.  It  did,  however,  accept  its  share  of  the 
plunder,  but  gave  it  back  afterwards;  no  one  was  killed  in  that 
affair. 

de  Longueuil,  the  commandant  at  Detroit,  having  received 
intelligence  of  this  disorder,  and  at  the  same  time  of  the  good 
disposition  of  a  part  of  that  nation,  sent  Sieur  Dubuisson 
thither,  in  the  beginning  of  tlic  w  intin*,  with  a  siiliiciont  escort  to 
keep  possession  of  the  fort,  whicli  had  been  partially  burnt,  hut 
not  to  undertake  anything. 

This  officer,  and  his  lictle  garrison,  had  to  undergo  consider- 
able suffering  through  the  winter,  in  consequence'  of  the  \m- 
friendly  disposition  of  the  Indians,  who  extorted  (raoontes)  on 
tliem  for  provisions.  Sieur  Dubuisson  had  carried  eoarcoly 
anything  with  him  from  Detroit,  where  groat  scarcity  also  pr^ 
vailed.    However,  ho  subsisted  until  the  spring  at  a  considor- 

1  For  this  journal,  so  far  as  it  covers  events  in  1747.  soo  ante:  for 
those  of  1748.  suuiniarized  in  tho  Journal,  see  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  x, 
pp.  137-179.— Ed. 
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able  expense  to  the  King,  and  kept  up  negotiations  ^vitli  the 
chief  of  the  hostile  part}',  ^vho,  probal)lj,  ^vill  alter  his  conrse/ 

During  the  winter,  a  Frenchman,  who  strayed  from  the  foit, 
was  hilled  by  an  Iroquois,  without  Sieur  Dubuisson  having  been 
able  to  induce  the  Miamis,  who  pretended  to  be  favorable  to  the 
French,  to  pursue  the  murderer,  as  tliey  have  been  won  over  to 
connive  at  the  perpetration  of  that  hostile  blow. 

Sieur  Dubuisson  returned  to  Detroit  in  the  spring,  vrith  the 
residue  of  the  jjlunder  that  had  been  given  up,  and  the  property, 
of  the  lessees  of  the  post»  Chevalier  dc  Loiigiir-uil,  whom  I 
had  ordered  to  maintain  that  place,  was  to  send  Sieur  Dubuisson 
thither,  in  the  month  of  AugTist,  with  a  considerable  detachment, 
Avell  supplied,  under  the  command  of  Sieur  d(*  la  -Maudiere 
[ISTaudieroJj'who  is  likewise  to  repair,  if  needs  be,  to  the  uai  ions 
on  the  Oubache,  bad  Indians  who  have  remained  faithful  up  to 
the  present  time,  but  among  Avhom  there  are  not  wanting  evil- 
disposed  fellows,  Avho  have  been  gained  over  hy  tin;  huiglisli. 

I  return  to  Detroit,  where  evci^thing  Avas  in  disorder  long 
before  my  arrival,  in  consequence  of  the  revolt  of  some  Ilurons 
who  call  themselves  Christians;  won  over  by  the  English,  tliey 
had  assassinated  five  Frenchmen  passing  through  their  villages 
of  Sanduskee.  The  domiciliated  Outaouagas  and  Pouteouit- 
amis  of  Detroit,  had  been  solicited  to  do  the  like,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Pouteouitamis  had  leant  any  ear  to  these  pro- 
posals. 

Some  Outaouas  and  Saulteurs  had,  on  the  contrary,  complot- 
ted  Avith  the  Ilurons  to  destroy  Detroit,  and  the  conspiracy  Avaa 
pretty  Avell  managed  and  on  the  point  of  exploding,  Avhen  the 
Sandosket  assassination  led  to  its  discovery.  Then  all  tliose 
Avho  were  not  compromised,  joined  the  Poutoouitjimis,  the 
French  and  the  Avell-disi)osed  Outaouas;  and  this  reluni  so  in- 
timidated the  assassins,  that,  tlaw  eaiUL-  to  >ni>plicale  tor  mercy, 

iThe  chiefs  of  the  English  parly  amonj;  tho  Miami  luado  a  treaty 
with  the  English  at  Lancaster,  July  20.  1748.  The  names  of  the  chiefs 
are  given  as  Ciquonacl<qua,  Assepansa.  and  Natoooijueha.  See  Pcnn. 
Colon.  Recs.,  v,  pp.  307-319.— En. 

2 See  Tarien  do  la  PCrade  de  la  Naudii^re.  ante.  p.  223.  note  1.— Ed. 
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which  was  granted  them  by  de  Longiieuil,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  he  had  from  11^  do  Beauhamois,  and  more  especially  in 
consequence  of  his  small  force  and  the  necessity  he  was  under  of 
living.  Very  mild  conditions  Avere  annexed  to  this  peace,  but 
whilst  it  was  yet  negotiating,  and  v/hen  all,  except  Chev.  de 
Longueuil,  considered  it  certain,  a  party,  which  was  not  ignor- 
ant of  the  negotiations,  even  made  an  attempt,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Detroit,  to  carry  off  a  French  canoe;  three  men  who 
composed  the  entire  crew,  were  woimded.  On  receipt  of  the 
news,  Ghev.  do  Longueuil  sent  off  a  detachment,  under  the  cum- 
mand  of  de  Beletre,  who  conducted  liimself  with  so  much 
bravery,  promptness  and  precaution,  that  he  effected,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  the  capture  of  the  five  who  jDcrpetrated  the  at- 
tack. 

Of  these  five  wretches,  one  Avas  killed  on  arriving  at  Detroit, 
a  second  cut  liis  throat  in  prison,  and  the  remaiDing  three  were 
given  up  on  the  urgent  solicitation  and  every  ])Ossible  submission 
on  the  part  of  the  Ilurons  and  their  protectors,  both  Indian  and 
French,  who  represented  that  this  favor  would  iudubdtably 
bring  back  the  Ilurons  of  Sanduskee;  but  as  soon  as  they  re- 
ceived the  prisoners  they  quitted  the  post,  Avhere  they  did  not 
consider  theujselves  safe,  and  Avitlidrew  towards  the  Beautiful 
river;  thence  they  sent  out  emissaries  everywhere  to  induce  the 
Nations  to  revolt.^  A  great  many,  how^ever,  returaed  to  Detroit, 
but  Avhether  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  penitents  or  spies,  there 
is  no  knowing. 

I  spoke  in  other  letters  of  the  Chaouanons'  and  Illinois.  The 
Pouteoutamis  of  St.  Joseph  participated  in  all  these  movementa 
only  by  offers  of  service  and  protestations  of  fidelity,  which  I 
have  every  reason  to  consider  real  and  sincere. 

On  three  or  four  occasions,  during  the  winter  and  spring,  I 
received  letters  from  M.  de  Longueuil,  and  some  ambassadors 

1  For  the  negotiations  of  this  hand  of  Huron  (Wyandot)  with  the 
English,  see  "Weiser's  Journal."  in  Thwaites,  Karly  Western  Travels^ 
i,  pp.  29-31 —Ei). 

2  For  the  intrigiies  of  the  Shawnee  with  the  Eugllsh,  see  Pain, 
Colon.  Recs.,  v,  pp.  311,  314-31G.— Ed. 
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from  JSTations  who  were  faithful,  or  were  reputed  to  be  so. 
These  infonxied  nio  of  every thiu?^  I  have  related  to  you,  and  de- 
manded of  mo  soino  assistance  of  mi^n,  auimnnition  and  pro- 
visions^ which  induced  me  to  dispatch  the  convoy  thither  a3 
quick  as  possible.  It  consisted  of  more  than  a  hundred  JFrench- 
men  and  ten  or  twelve  of  the  most  reliable  i^epissing  Indians 
of  the  Lake,  and  of  a  great  number  of  voyageurs,  who  were  go- 
ing up  to  trade,  and  was  commanded  by  Captain  de  Celoron, 
who  had  ]\P  de  la  JSTaudiere  as  his  lieutenant.  This  convoy, 
when  passing  Fort  Frontenac  and  Niagara,  made  a  strong  im- 
pression on  the  Iroquois  and  other  nations  it  met,  and  the  news 
of  its  approach,  I  think,  determined,  more  than  anything  else, 
the  principal  chiefs  of  Detroit  to  come  to  ]\rontreal,  wdiere  they 
arrived  about  the  same  time  as  the  ]\Iissilimakinak  Nations,  of 
Avhom  I  now  proceed  to  ^vrite. 

Missilimakinac  is  in  some  sort  the  centre  and  entrepot  of  all 
the  Northern,  as  Detroit  is  of  all  the  Southern,  posts.  Not- 
withstanding all  those  posts  are  farther  from  the  English  than 
the  Southern,  their  invitations  and  intrigues  had  been,  in  some 
degree,  the  cause  of  more  disorder  there ;  scarcely  any  of  the 
Nations  had  been  exetnpt  from  the  general  seduction.  Some 
Frenchmen  were  killed  at  Saguinan,  an  Ottawa  village,  l>etween 
Detroit  and  Missilimakinac;  others  at  Cliibaouinani,  otherwise 
La  Cloche,  by  some  Mississagiies,  others  at  Grosse  Isle,  near 
Missilimakinac,  and  even  at  Missilimakinac,  also,  where  no  re- 
spect was  paid  to  the  commandant;  the  voyageurs  were  roblx^d 
and  m,altreated  at  Sault  St.  Mary,  and  elsewhere,  on  Lake  Su- 
pru'ior.  In  fine,  there  i^ppcared  to  l>e  no  security  anywhere. 
AH  tlies'j  disonh.'rs  occiirrcd  wliiist  lh(!  elder  M'"  de  h\  C(U-ne, 
coiunuuidaiit  at  Missilimakinac,  was  at  Montreal,  or  rather  had 
brought  down  to  that  ])hice,  by  the  ^larquis  de  H(\nuhnn\ois' 
onhu'S,  a  portion  of  those  same  tribes  who  have  exeeutiMl  or 
plotted  all  those  treaclHU'ies.  The  news  arrived  \\h(M>  M'"  do  la 
Conic  was  on  an  exiKHlition.  towards  the  frontiers  of  Now  Fng- 
land.  The  Marquis  do  J^eauharnois  then  t(X>k  tlie  resolution  to 
send  M/'  de  St.  Pierre  as  conunandant  to  Missilimakinac;  a 
very  good  officer,  and  iiiueh  (^stecnicd  among  all  (he  Nations  of 
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thoso  parts,  hj  whom  [no  one  is]  more  loved  and  feared.  He 
found  them,  nevertheless,  an  his  arrival,  so  ill-disposed  that  he 
advised  me  not  to  send  any  Frenchmen!  thither  imtil  I  should 
hear  fromi  him. 

I  waited,  in  this  expectation,  very  impatiently  throughout 
the  entire  winter,  and  was  obliged,  in  this  state  of  incertitude, 
to  dispatdi  the  convoy.  I  think  it  is  not  so  strong  as  the  one 
for  Detroit^  but  that  it  has  nothing  to  fear.  It  was  commanded 
by  Sieur  de  St.  Vincent,  who  had  Sieur  de  la  Come  St.  Luc  as 
liefutenaut.^  At  length  I  received  advices  from  that  post,  much 
more  favorable  than  I  dared  hope  for.  de  St.  Pierre  de- 

tained all  the  voyageurs  and  goods  at  Missilimakinac,  and  an- 
swered the  different  deputations  of  Indians  only  by  threatening 
not  to  send  any  more  traders  to  tlieir  country,  and  leave  them  in 
want  of  evei';)'thing,  if  they  did  not  deliver  the  murderers  of  the 
Frenchmen  into  his  hands,  and  restore  the  plunder  rhey  had  got. 
His  firmness  met  with  every  success.  The  Saguinam  people 
brought  in  one  of  the  murderers ;  those  of  Missilimakinac 
brought  in  another;  others,  belonging  to  Saguinan  brought  in 
two  hostages  in  lieu  of  the  murderers,  whom  they  could  not  over- 
take; a  portion  of  tlie  plunder  has  been  paid  for,  and  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  to  pay  for  the  i*emainder. 

On  receipt  of  tliese  prisoners  and  hostages,  ]\P  de  St.  Pierre 
did  not  hold  out  any  promises  or  hopes  of  life  to  them.  Xever- 

iFor  St.  Vincent  see  ante,  p.  428,  note  3.  Luc  de  la  Corne,  sieur  de 
St.  Luc,  was  born  in  1711,  and  through  two  generations  and  three 
wars  was  a  noted  Canadian  officer.  He  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenancy 
in  1750,  and  a  captaincy  in  1755.  He  had  great  Influence  over  the 
Indians,  a  large  party  of  whom  he  led  to  the  capture  of  Fort  William 
Henry  (1757).  After  the  conc^uest  of  Canada,  ho  ombarkod  for  France 
(17G1),  when  the  vessel  "Auguste"  was  wrecked,  his  brother  Ai\d  sons 
being  drowned.  He  escaped  by  great  exertions  and  returned  to 
Quebec.  He  was  accused  of  inciting  the  Indians  to  the  Pontiao's  con- 
spiracy (1763),  but  later  became  a  British  partisan  and  was  a  member 
of  the  first  legislative  council  of  the  colony  (1776).  He  sided  against 
the  Americans,  and  hurled  Indian  enemies  against  their  frontiers  in 
the  Revolution.  For  his  abilities  and  characteristics  see  Suite,  Lcs 
Canadiens  frangais,  vii,  p.  128. — Ed. 
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tlicless,  their  own  tribe  conducted  them  to  Montreal  and  deliv- 
ered them  np  to  me,  a,  circumstance  which  never  occurred  and 
perhaps  never  will  again,  if  this  Colony  have  not  more  troops 
than  at  present.  It  happened,  at  the  same  time,  that  a  third 
murderer  having  got  in,  on  the  road,  among  the  other 'Indians, 
accompanied  liiem  to  the  audience  chamber  where,  being  recog- 
nized, I  Iiad  him,  removed  to  prison  w^th  the  other  two. 

In  otlier  respects  I  have  treated  these  penitent  nations  the 
best  way  I  could,  and  declared  to  them  that  the  act  they  had 
just  performed  effaced  the  recollection  of  their  ill  conduct,  but 
that  the  murderers  had  no  share  in  that  act  of  oblivion ;  that  I 
did  not  grant,  but  prolonged  their  lives  to  put  the  remainder  in 
mind  of  iheir  fault.  I  told  them,  likewise,  that  I  did  not  wish 
to  make  the  innocent  suffer  for  the  guilty,  and  ordered  the  hos- 
tages to  be  given  up,  at  the  same  time  directing  the  nation  to 
bring  me  those  in  whose  places  they  had  stood. 

Though  the  nations  might,  perhaps,  have  looked  for  more 
mildness  on  my  ])art,  and  had  presented  some  petitions  to  me 
during  the  first  <lays,  which  I  rejected,  it  appeared  to  me  that 
they  felt  the  necessity  I  was  under  of  detaining  fellows  who 
would  have  taken  advantage  of  their  liberty  only  to  procc  ed  and 
emhroil  matters  anew  in  their  villages. 

It  did  not  prevent  the  chiefs,  who  interested  themselves  the 
most  to  ]U'Ocure  their  liberation,  to  request  my  pennission  to  go 
to  war  against  the  English  in  order  to  revenge  themselves  for 
having  been  deceived  ;  I  granted  it  very  readily,  and  they  do- 
parted. 

Those  of  the  Detroit  .»rrived  during  these  transactions,  and 
had  been  witnesses  of  what  had  passed  respecting  the  nmrden  rs. 
A  portion  of  their  young  men  had  gone  also  on  the  war  path, 
and  the  old  men  belonging  to  Detroit  and  Missiliinnkinac  re- 
tuiTied  sonic  time  after  to  their  villages. 

T  was  obliged,  ihcii,  to  leav(>  Monlrenl  wlierc^  1  liad  in  vain 
been  ^\aiting  fer  (he  lr()(|U(>is  who  had  pnuinscd  jiu^  to  n]>lM\ud 
them  publicly  with  all  the  invitations  to  assassinate  tlie  French, 
which  those  Iro<piois  had  received  from  tluMn. 

As  I  had  no  doubt  but  tlie  ^lissilimakinac  Nations  would, 
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on  their  return,  from  the  war,  renew  their  applications  to  me 
to  ^!;"et  back  the  guilty  Avhom  they  had  suiTendered  to  nie,  I 
ordered  M''  do  Longueuil,  at  parting,  to  send  these  three  Indians, 
under  a  sufficient  escort,  down  to  Quebec.  I  was  intending 
to  give  one  of  them  up  to  a  Sagninan  chief  named  Achaoualina, 
a  relative  of  his,  who,  notwithstanding,  had  delivered  him  up, 
and  whom  I  regarded  as  a  worthy  man  and  a  good  Frenchman. 

The  old  men  having  all  taken  their  departure,  and  the  young 
men  being  about  to  arrive,  IP  de  Longueuil  put  tha  three  pris- 
oners safely  and  secretly  on  board  one  of  the  King's  canoes, 
under  the  command  of  one  of  the  lx3st  Sergeants  of  the  gar- 
rison, along  with  seven  picked  soldiers,  and  enjoined  on  them 
all  the  precautions  requisite  to  be  taken  in  such  a  case;  but 
in  vain.  The  negligence  of  the  Sergeant  cost  him  his  lifo; 
those  three  men,  without  aiTns,  and  with  manacles  on  their 
feet,  killed  or  drowned  eight  well  aiTned  men,  and  having  cut 
their  irons  with  an  axe  on  the  bows  of  the  canoe,  escaped 
ashore  and  thence  into  the  woods. 

The  canoe  was  discovered  a  short  time  aftenvards,  with  the 
Sergeant's  and  some  of  the  soldiers'  bodies,  but  in  consequence 
of  a  series  of  misfortunes  the  news  was  conveyed  first  to  Three 
l^ivers  only  instead  of  to  Montreal.  At  Three  T\ivers,  in  place 
of  sending  oft"  to  Montreal,  a  statement  of  the  facts  was  drawn 
up  [on  verhalisa],  and  even  at  Montreal  all  the  diligence  and 
activity  that  the  case  required  to  intercept  these  three  Indians 
was  not  employed.  It  has  boon  ascertained,  or  supposed,  tliat 
they  wandered  a  long  time  in  the  woods  before  striking  the 
Grand  river,  and  that  they  reached  it  at  the  s|>ot  naturally  to 
be  expected;  finally,  'tis  said  they  went  back  Avith  the  old  men 
of  their  village  who  had  proceeded  them  some  time.  l>ut  wlio, 
Indian  fasliion,  had  not  used  great  expedition. 

Thus  was  lost,  in  a  great  measure,  tlie  fruit  of  Sieur  St^ 
Pierro's  good  management,  and  of  all  (lie  fatigue  I  endured 
to  get  tho  nations  wlio  had  surrendered  those  rascals,  to  listen 
to  reason.  Thie  mishap  must  not  discourage  those  of  my 
successors  who  will  find  tliemselves  in  similar  ciroiimstancos, 
and  does  not  prevent  my  entertaining  the  conviction  that  tlie 
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Indians  ought  not  to  be  pardoned  so  easily  as  they  were  wont  to 
bo  in  tliis  country,  and  tljat  there  are  no  l>etter  means  of  restrain- 
irjf^  thc'.^o  nations  than  the  lono-  detention  in  prison  of  those 
an'ionf^  them  who  have  been  guilty  of  any  act  of  treachery. 

-X-  -Jf  -X-  -X-  TV-  vf  -x-  * 

My  Lord,  Your  most  humble  and  Most  obedient  servant, 

J.A  Gallssoniere 


1748:     RELATIONS  BETWEEN  LOUISIANA  AND  ILLINOIS 

[Letter  from  Vaudreuil,  governor  of  Louisiana,!  to  the  French  Min- 
ister, dated  Nov.  2,  1748.  MS.  in  archives  of  Ministere  des  Colonies, 
Paris;  press  mark,  "Canada,  Corresp.  gen.,  vol.  92,  c.  11,  fol.  298."] 

MoNSEiGNEUR — In  auswcr  to  your  despatch  of  April  25  last 
by  which  you  ordered  me  to  give  my  opinion  with  rcfei'ence  to 
the  proposed  union  of  the  jllinois  post  with  Canada,  aftei* 
weighing  the  pros  and  Cons  with  all  the  attention  and  reflec- 
tion in  my  Power,  I  Think  T  may  assert  without  fear  of  say- 
ing too  much  that  such  union  with  the  general  Government 
would  be  of  no  advantage  to  it,  and  that,  on  the  Contraiy,  its 
separation  from  T/Ouisiana  could  not  be  effected  without  inflict- 
ing a  deep  wound  upon  that  Colony  and  without  causing  great 
inconvenience  and  pcrhajis  even  ruin  to  the  jllinois  settlement. 
This  I  Avill  endeavor  to  sliow. 

I  Admit  that  inasmucli  as  That  establishment  was  Begun 
by  some  Canadian  Voyageurs  it  had  been  considered  a  Canadian 
Colony  and  Consequently  was  within  the  direct  jurisdiction  of 
the  general  government  until  1717,  when  it  was  united  to 
Louisiami  with  Iho  view  of  ])rocuring  more  articles  of  Trade 
for  the  western  (\)mpany  by  this  increase  of  possessions;  but 

1  For  Pierro  PranQois  Rigaiid,  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  sec  ante,  p.  31, 
note  2.  Ho  was  ai)pointcd  governor  of  Louisiana  in  1742.  but  did  not 
arrive  at  New  Orleans  until  Maj'  10,  1743.  He  retained  his  position 
until  named  governor  of  Canada  (1752),  when  Louis  Ulllouart  do 
KcrhSrec  replaced  him  in  the  Tiouisiana  government. — Ed. 
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I  also  Think  (and  it  is  quite  apparent)  that,  as  it  is  Situated 
on  tlie  banks  of  the  Mississipi  river,  this  argument  of  conven- 
iency  had  some  weight  in  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Court 
in  that  respect.  In  any  case  if  the  Settlement  deserves  any 
Consideration,  it  owes  it  entirely  to  this  change  of  -arrange- 
ment. Until  then,  owning  to  its  being  too  far  from  Canada 
to  receive  the  necessary  aid  from  it,  it  had  remained  in  a  State 
of  languor  verging  on  ruin,  and  it  has  acquired  vigor  solely 
tlirough  its  direct  relations  with  ISTew  Orleans  since  17 IT. 
It  is  true  that  at  the  first  Glance  this  Consideration  does  not 
seem  calculated  to  raise  an  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  the 
project  in  question,  l)ut  it  proves  at  least  that — inasmuch  as 
in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  jlinois  country  Communi- 
cation between  it  and  Louisiana  is  beyond  Comparison  much 
easier  than  with  Canada — it  is  also  more  advantageous  to  it 
and  even  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Successful  carrying  on  of 
its  Trade.  The  same  reasons  as  regards  utility  and  Conven- 
iency  that  had  induced  His  Majesty  to  incorporate  jlinois  in 
the  Government  of  Louisiana  in  order  to  help  the  Company, 
still  exist  in  favor  of  that  Colony,  And  although  it  may  appear 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  State  whether  the  Trade  of 
the  coiiiiti'v  slioiild  LIoav  to  Cana(hi  or  \\cv(\  it  is  never- 

theless Certain  that  the  alternative  cannot  bo  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  Louisiana.  As  it  is  more  sparsely  settled  and 
its  Trade  is  far  less  consideralde  tlian  that  of  Canada,  it  is 
moro  necessary  for  it  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  branches 
that  can  Contribute  to  its  productivity,  ^foreover  it  is  in  a 
better  position  to  gather  the  fruits  of  the  chief  objects  that 
maintain  tlie  Trade  of  the  post  in  the  jlinois  count ly,  and 
that  can  in  nowise  Suit  Canada  owing  to  the  length  of  the 
Koad  (it  is  Estimtaed  to  be  over  800  lx?agucs)  and  to  the 
various  portages  on  that  routo  wliich  would  make  their  con- 
voyanco  impracticable.  I  refer  to  the  heavy  furs  only,  l>oea\iso 
flour  which  is  a  great  resource  to  us  here  could  have  no  outlet 
on  the  other  Side.  Now  it  must  Ix;  observed  that  tliose  two 
articles  Constitute  nearly  all  the  Trade  that  can  lx>  carried 
on  witJi  jlinois;  Bcciiuse  tlie  fine  furs  tliat  are  supix>scd  iu 
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Canada  to  come  from  there  are  obtained  hj  barter  from  the 
nations  of  the  Missourj.  From  this  I  conclude  that  the  pro- 
posed arrangement  would  not  increase  the  Trade  of  Canada 
and  that  i^ew  Orleans  would  receive  great  damage  both  as 
regards  its  trade  and  its  subsistence,  because  it  is  Certain  that 
the  inhabitants  would  not  iim  the  risk  of  coming  down,  v/hen 
they  Avould  have  no  hope  of  returning  in  safety.  Even  sup- 
posing there  were  no  interruption  and  that  goods  were  Trans- 
ported to  New  Orleans  ae^  formerly,  there  would  infallibly  arise 
between  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  and  the  farmers  sent 
from  Canada  with  the  privilege  of  trading,  a  kind  of  Com- 
mercial conflict  which,  as  regards  goods  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  produce,  would  give  rise  to  diiiiculties  whicli  I  see  no  means 
of  avoiding. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  it  is  always  easy  to  descend  the 
river  especially  during  high  Water  wlien  the  Current  is  very 
swift,  there  is  no  great  risk  for  those  who  Know  the  places 
whore  they  can  protect  themselves  against  surprise  by  the  sav- 
ages, and  at  present  Twenty-five  or  thirty  men  would  be  more 
than  sulhcient  to  bring  down  to  iSTew  Orleans,  in  addition  to 
quantities  of  bear's  grease,  tallow,  and  hams,  all  the  pnulncts 
of  tho  harvest,  of  the  [fur]  trade  and  of  the  Working  of  the 
lead  mines,  the  yield  whereof  has  not  been  of  any  gi-eat  value 
so  far,  although  it  is  asserted  that  tliey  are  very  rich  and  can 
bo  rendered  productive  with  hardly  any  expense.  But  these 
same  people  would  not  be  in  I^:)sition  to  take  the  return  goods 
back  to  jlinois  without  the  escort  of  our  delachmcnts.  Tt  has 
happened  that  convoys  of  160  or  200  men  have  been  attacked, 
and  the  repeated  experience  of  many  voyngcurs  who  lind  to 
Escort  and  who  were  attacked,  beat(Mi  and  pillaged  ai  \ari«>iH 
times  some  years  ago,  ])roves  the  necessity  •)f  aiVording  them 
such  protection. 

'J'ln^reforo  if  the  two  Companies  forming  the  garrison  of 
jlinois  were  withdrawn  and  replaced  by  a  detachnicnt  of  tn^ipvS 
from  Camida,  would  there  not  be  reason  to  fear  that,  de]>rivcd 
of  the  assistance  that  constitutes  the  safely  of  their  Trade, 
some  of  the  inhabitants  might  neglect  tlie  Cidlivation  of  the 
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soil  and  the  others  the  Traffic  with  the  savages  ?  Such  neglect 
would  inspire  the  French  with,  disgust  that  might  lead  them 
to  abandon  their  settlements  and  excite  no  less  dangerous  dis- 
content amongst  the  savages  who  are  accustomed  to  procure 
what  they  need  in  exchange  for  their  heavy  furs,  and  who, 
seeing  themselves  deprived  of  the  Coinveniences  of  life  through 
the  stoppage  of  Trade  would  undoubtedly  have  recourse  to 
the  Ejiglish,  who  are  ever  ready  to  corrupt  tlie  nations  that 
are  faithful  to  us.  Those  savages  will  not  fail  in  time  of  war 
to  make  it  easy  for  them  to  seize  our  Settlements  or  in  time 
of  peace  to  establish  some  on  the  Ouabache  or  in  any  other 
place  that  may  suit  them.  It  is  known  beyond  a  doubt  that 
tliey  have  often  been  solicited  by  the  English  who  eagerly 
seize  every  Occasion  that  Can  give  them  Influence  amongst  the 
nations  of  the  upper  country.  Thus  it  would  be  flattering 
ourselves  too  miuch  to  Kely  upon,  retaining  the  attachmciit  and 
fidelity  of  Those  nations  to  tiie  prejudice  of  their  private 
interests.  But,  it  may  perhaps  l>e  said,  the  Escorts  required 
for  the  Safety  of  Communication  between  New  Orleans  and 
•jlinois  owing  to  the  wars  that  disturb  Louisiana,  vriW  Cease 
to  be  necessary  when  the  troubles  are  Ap|>eased.  I  think  that, 
whatever  appearance  of  tranquillity  there  may  be,  it  will 
always  be  imprudent  to  travel  with  Assurance  on  a  river  of  such 
great  Extent,  inhabited  or  frequented  by  so  many  savages  of 
various  n.ations  the  majority  of  whom  never  lose  an  oppor- 
tunity of  pillaging.  The  Voyageurs  have  only  too  frequently 
had  this  experience  as  regards  tlie  Cherakis  and  Ozages  with 
whom,  nevertheless,  Louisirua  has  never  been  in  open  war. 

The  Knowledge  T  have  of  the  country  doos  not  permit  of 
my  Agreeing  that  the  two  CVuupanios  in  garrison  at  jlinois  can 
bo  withdrawn  without  serious  drawbacks.  It  is  tnio  that  llie 
inhabitants  are  sufiiciently  numerous  to  have  notliing  to  fear 
from  the  savages  when  they  are  united.  But  there  are  amongst 
them  many  Coureurs  (his  bois  and  Tlalf-brmls,  peiq>h^  who  can- 
not bo  disciplined  and  whom  tlie  otlicor  from  Canada  would 
assuredly  Ix^  unable  to  keep  wit.hin  tJie  lx)unds  of  duty  with 
a  detachment  of  ten  or  even  of  twenty  nwn.     The  m:ij<>r  in 
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Command  there  has  infinite  trouble  in  maintaining  a  little 
discipline,  and  he  has  succeeded  in  doing  so  only  by  showing 
himself  severe.  On  the  other  Hand  the  garnson  in  its  present 
Strength  greatly  awes  the  nations;  a  Change  would  astonish 
tliem.  As  tliey  are  suspicions  and  very  sensitive,  they,  would 
think  that  the  French  intend  to  abandon  them  and  to  sacrifice 
them  to  those  of  Canada. 

I  Conceive  that  if  those  two  Companies  were  recalled  in  pur- 
suance of  the  proposed  plan,  they  would  be  very  useful  for 
the  other  operations  of  the  service  for  which  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  do  not  suffice;  but  I  think  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  disgarrison  or  draw  in  our  frontiers,  and  althouph  it  is 
generally  a  true  saying  tliat  the  more  forces  are  imited,  the 
stronger  ihey  become,  it  would  be  otherwise  in  the  Case  in 
question,  because  by  such  union  we  should  leave  300  leagues 
and  more  of  country  a  prey  to  our  neighbors  and  appear  much 
weaker  to  the  savage  l^ations  that  judge  our  stren^h  only  by 
the  extent  of  the  territory  wo  occupy. 

If  the  jlinois  post  be  considered  an  establishment  difficidt 
to  maintain  in  connection  with  Louisiana,  It  can  be  so  only  on 
account  of  the  distance,  which  is  from  300  to  350  leagues  from 
Kew  Orleans  by  the  Course  of  the  river.  Would  not  the  same 
reason  apply  stiJl  more  as  regards  Canada,  which  is  t^Wee  as 
far  and  the  road  to  which,  l:)esides  the  portages,  is  practicable 
only  during  one  season  of  the  year  on  Account  of  the  ice,  while 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  can  at  all  seasons  receive  news  from 
Ilinois  within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  according  to  tlie 
greater  or  lesser  rapidity  of  the  CuiTcnt,  and  send  his  Orders 
there  by  land  in  two  Months. 

I  admit  that  This  rcniotrnoss  imposes  fntigiiing  dctnchmmt 
duty  on  our  soldiers,  but  I  have  not  yet  noticed  that  such 
fatigue  has  caused  the  death  of  any.  "Aforeovcr  there  will  bo 
a  way  to  spare  them  the  hardest  part  of  it.  The  arrival  at 
New  Orleans  in  September,  of  tlie  vessels  loaded  Avith  general 
supplies  will  Enable  the  Governor  to  send  off  the  jlinois  Con- 
voy at  the  end  of  January  at  the  latest.  Then  the  river  ho\ng 
half  full,  tlie  CurnMit  will  ho  niodcrato  and  the  shoals  will 
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be  Covered  which  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  making  long 
Circuits  to  Avoid  them ;  this  will  shorten  the  voyage  by 
almost  one  fourth.  The  more  temperate  atmosphere  at  that 
season  and  the  abundance  of  Game  will  keep  the  crews  in 
strength  and  health,  so  that  by  this  arrangement  the  Voyages 
will  entail  hardly  any  fatigue  And  will  be  perfonned  much 
uiore  rapidly. 

It  would  be  desirable  that  the  King  be  spared  the  expense 
entailed  by  the  jlinois  garrison  and  assuredly  nobody  will  ever 
devote  himself  more  zealously  than  myself  to  anything  that 
may  tend  to  effect  ai  useful  and  well-nnderstood  Economy. 

Although  I  have  not  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  that  expendi- 
ture, it  seeuLs  to  me  that,  except  in  extraordinary  Cases,  it 
cannot  bo  very  Considerable.  For,  if  bread  and  me^it  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  garrison,  be  dearer  in  the  jlinois  country, 
there  is  a  proportionate  and  greater  profit  on  the  goods  given 
in  payment  therefor,  besides  the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  Sale  effected  in  New  Orleans  of  the  Provisions  sent  from 
France  for  those  two  Companies,  the  disbursements  that  have 
to  be  made  in  tlie  Jlinois  country  are  almost  entirely  repaid 
to  the  King's  Treasury.  I  see,  tliercforcv,  only  tlie  repairs  to 
the  fort  and  to  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  King  tliat  can 
Occasion  any  extraordinary  expense,  but  if  the  Storeliouso  in 
New  Orleans  were  in  Position  to  Supply  enough  to  That  at 
Jlinois  to  pay  in  Goods  for  the  work  ordered  to  bo  done  there, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  profit  on  such  goods  would  easily 
meet  the  cost  of  the  repairs,  and  This  is  the  only  w^iy  I  can 
see  at  present  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  Tliat  poet. 

Finally  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the  question,  as  to  which  of 
the  two  Colonies  of  Canada  and  Louisiana  would  derive  the 
most  Benefit  from  the  Jlinois  settlement,  you  will  find,  Mon- 
seigneur,  that  tJio  former  Can  hardly  obtain  other  advantages 
from  it  than  it  now  does,  and  that  the  latter,  which  is  infinitely 
poorer,  greatly  needs  it  for  the  increase  of  its  Trade. 

The  products  obtained  from  it,  not  Including  the  Pnn-isions 
Consumed  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Colony,  constit\ite  nearly 
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one-third  of  what  the  merchants  of  France  and  of  the  i.rlands 
can  get  in  Exchange  for  their  Goods. 

I  have  represented  to  you  the  drawbacks  that  might  result 
from  the  proposed  cliange.  I  think  it  would  not  be  expedient 
to  introduce  any  innovation,  in  'Iliat  rcsj)ect,  especially  so-  long 
as  Louisiana  has  for  enemies  savages  frequenting  the  banks 
of  tlie  river. 

I  Beg  You  to  be  convinced  that  my  Zeal  for  the  good  of  the 
Service,  added  to  my  desire  to  justify  by  my  actions  the  Con- 
fidence wherewith  you  have  honored  me,  have  guided  my 
opinion  on  this  Matter  in  which  I  think  I  should  be  less  sus- 
pected of  prejudice  than  any  other. 

I  have  tJie  honor  to  be,  with  very  profound  respect,  Monseig- 
neur,  Your  vei^  hnmble  and  very  obedient  Servant, 

Vaudeeuil 

New  Orleans,  November  2,  1748. 
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BY  LOUISE  PHELPS  KELLOGG,  I'll.  D. 

[Names  of  Battles,  Buys,  Creeks,  Falls,  Forts,  Islands,  Lakes,  Klvers,  and 
Wars  are  grouped  under  these  respective  heads,  instead  of  the  individual  names.] 


Abenaki  Indians,  487  ;  habitat,  102 ; 
language,  191,  418  ;  on  warpath,  IGO, 
[i'JO ;  mission  to,  191,  195  ;  Foxes  in- 
trigue v^ith,  xiv,  lOl-i'OO ;  calumet 
dance  of,  190-200  ;  English  war  with, 
305  ;  hostile  to  French,  489 ;  receive 
prisoners,  4SG. 

Abercrombie,  Gen.  James,  477. 

Abittibi  Indians,  Uvi ;  enumerated,  240. 

Acadia,  450,  470;  commandants  in,  134, 
100,  100 ;  voyages  to,  300,  301,  303  ; 
siege  in,  302  ;  captured  by  English, 
303;  French  intrigue  with  habitants, 
303,  304. 

Accault  (Aco),  :Miciiael,  wife  rescued, 
10;  accomi)anies  Ileunei)in,  19. 

Achaouabeme,  Ottawa  chief,  370,  377. 

Aciiaoualina,   Ottawa  chief,  511. 

Acorn,  as  Indian  totem,  250. 

Agoabeme,  Ottawa  cliief,  375. 

Aguilar,  Martin,  Spauisli  exi)lorer,  lO;?. 
104. 

Aigremont,    Francois    Clairambault  d', 

11,  14,  70  ;  death,  5S. 
Ailleboust,  Sieur  d',  buys  Fort  La  Baye, 

435  ;  wounded,  190. 
Aillobout,   Cliarlcs  d',   .iudge.   19(».  S(<e 

also  Argcnleuil  and  .Muss(>auy 
Aklkamingue,  Ottawa  clii(>f.  .".57. 
Alabama,  Indians  in,  102. 
Albany    (Orange),    convert    from,  109; 

council  at,  .335. 
Algonkin    Indians,    124,  408;    In  wnr 

party.  200.  210,  320;  at  mission.  \].\. 

410,  417. 
Algoiuiuinn  tribes.  210. 
Amarllon,    Fraiu.-ols.   removed    from  L:i 

Rayo,  10;  rescm's  nn  Illinois  woman, 

18,  19;  captnln.  71;  sketch,  IS. 
Ampricnn    Anlhiuarlan    Soclofy,  Itrport. 

382. 

.Ainyot-Vlncelot,  Charles  .Joseph.  nt 
Cape  St.  Ignace.  .172. 


Amyot-Vincelot,   Joseph   Jean  Baptiste, 

blacksmith     at     Mackinac,     372-375  ; 

son  of,  370  ;  sketch,  372. 
Angouirot,  Huron  chief,    280;  opposes 

migration,  328,  35-^  ;  reputation,  349, 

354. 

Aniers.     See  Mohawk. 

.\pa(iuois,  mats  of  reeds,  99. 

Apicliemouts,  110. 

Applft(Ui  (Wis.),  190. 

.Argenteuil,  seigniory  and  county  of,  327. 

Argenteuil,  Madame  Marie  Louise  Denya 
d',  concession  to,  327. 

-Vrgenteuil,  Pierre  d*  .Vilieboust,  sleur 
d',  327. 

.VrKansas.  322. 

Arnaud.     See  D'.Vrnaud. 

.\rtaguette,  Diron  d',  commissary  of 
Louisiana,  213. 

.\r(aguette,  Pierre  d',  governor  of  Illi- 
nois, 2i;{.  220,  222,  228;  urges  war, 
220,  270,  321;  slain,  250;  sketch, 
213. 

Assoi)ausa,  Miami  chief,  5i)0. 

As-inil.oiii  Indians,  trade   vlUi.  140.  144, 

150;    on    \\ar|)ath,    2ti8,    418,  420; 

iiuik.'    pe,>r.>,    4l>;{  ;    en.inierated.  2-17, 

JIS:  nvei'.e  French,  20  1. 
AmIutI,     Sec  (Jaspe. 

.\ul)H'.\.  .JoM-ph.  Jesulf  missionary,  103. 

.  b  ises  posL  at  La  Baye.  440. 

•Vuger.     See  SubiM-ea!»^o, 

'■  ".;i::u.ste',  vessel  wroeKnl.  HOP. 
^iilr.ni,    .lr;in    Pierre.    Jesuit  mission- 
ary,  mM.-s-aerod  by  Sioux.  2i'.l  :  letter 
of.  27;?;  rviles  of.  277.  278. 

Auliu'Mu  dc  la  'ritnehe.  ,  inoMier  of 
foregoing.  Teller  to.  278.  314. 

.\youet  Indians.    See  lown. 


n.Mi.i.Krr.,  -  .  sleur  do.  llouten.Tnt. 
Kallly.  - — ,  ensign.  71. 
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Bain,  .James,  Henry's  Travels,  25-. 
Barrois,   Marie   Lothmau  de,  2-Jl. 
"Batteaux    du    cent,"    term  explained, 
313. 

Battles :  Bautry  bay,  L".);).  Beachy 
Head,  L'OO.  Butte  des  Morts,  100. 
Fallen  Timbers,  131.  Lake  Geor^^e, 
IGG.  La  Manclie,  see  Beachy  Head. 
Malplaquet,  103.     Mononyahela,  T2o. 

Bays :  Bantry,  209.  Cliequamegou,  9, 
105.  Georgian,  209,  245,  402.  Green, 
89  (see  also  Port  La  Baye).  Grand 
Traverse,  351,  3G0.  Hudson,  tribu- 
taries of,  G3  ;  expedition  in,  180,  300  ; 
English  in,  24G.  Little  Traverse, 
352.  Matchedash,  route  via,  313.  8t. 
Ignace,  352.  St.  Martin,  see  St.  Ig- 
nace.  Saginaw,  Indians  at,  221  (see 
also  Saginaw).  Sandusky,  287  (see 
also  Sa'ntlusky).  'I'liunder,  fort  on, 
42G. 

Bear,  as  Indian  totem,  215.  21S,  2-10, 
251;  clan  "of  Ottawa,  215. 

Beaubassin,  intrigues  at,  30.;.  ;;01. 

Beaucourt,  Josue  Dubois  de  Bertlieiot, 
sieur  de,  202,  451,  455,  450,  4(i5 ; 
governor  of  Islo  Boyale,  304  ;  of  Mon- 
treal, 335,  431;  sketch,  202. 

"B(.'auharu()is,"  vessel,  120,  I'M) 

Beauharuois  ,  Charles  do  la  Boische, 
marquis  de,  governor  of  Canada,  offi- 
cial reports,  4,  10,  17,  18,  20,  30,  3G, 
59,  Gl,  G2,  (iG,  7G,  80-82,  .M,  8S,  104, 
lOG,  109,  119,  141,  147,  148,  1G2,  1G4, 
1G7,  1G9,  175,  182-184,  187,  191,  204, 
20G,  213,  221,  23G,  242.  253,  254,  2G0, 
2G9,  27G,  291.  298,  290,  30G,  31(),  318, 
322,  335,  35G,  3GG,  3G9,  370,  412,  415, 
422,  424,  430,  431,  438,  440,  443,  445, 
44G,  451,  452;  arrangements  for 
posts,  133,  20T,  2G7.  280,  293,  305, 
471,  478,  479,  503,  504 ;  receives 
news,  G,  142,  207,  243,  244,  440  ;  wit- 
nesses documents,  14,  135,  138;  or- 
ders of,  71,  75,  104,  1G1.  331.  508; 
orders  to,  131,  134,  14.;.  151-159,  IGl, 
17G-180,  2G1.  2G3  ;  sends  information, 
120,  151  15G,  IGl.  ISO.  250.  40G  ;  po! 
Icy  toward  Foxes,  xlv,  5.  21.  22,  2S, 
fil,  112,  143,  145.  IGl -IGl.  1G7.  182, 
183,  185,  190,  201,  320,  338,  3.39; 
sends  relief  to  Guiiiiias.  271  :  tnes 
sages  to  Indians.  310-318.  3ni-.3n3; 
Indian  speeches  to,  MG,  lOG.  324-32G, 
331,  372  409  ;  letters  to.  353-355.  359, 
3G0;  writes  to  La  Hichnrdle.  31S  350; 
asks  favors  for  oHUnts,  327 ;  sup- 
J)re.^ses  revolt,  4(Jt.  HM,  170;  receives 
copper  ore,  25.'),  308  ;  Issues  ordlnnnce. 


214  ;  fete  celebrated,  2G,  27  ;  bad 
terms  with  intendant,  20 ;  new  dig- 
Tiities  of,  393,  394;  recalled,  498  ; 
abilities,  xviii ;  sketch,  6,  7. 

I'.eauharnois,  — ,  Juultn-,  goes  to  Detroit, 
334,  337-350,  353-355,  358,  3G9-371, 
379  ;  at  Sandusky,  370,  413  ;  messages 
sent  by,  340-34G ;  instructions,  346- 
348;  to  pass  winter  at  Detroit,  347; 
letter  to  uncle,  353-355 ;  Huron 
chiefs  accompany,  371,  377,  413  ;  op- 
posed by  missionary,  413. 

Beauharnois,  Frantjois  de,  intendant  of 
New  France,  301. 

Beauharuois,  josephine,  ancestor  of,  8. 

Beaujeu  de  Villenionde,  — ,  captain,  71  ; 
at  Niagara,  432, 

lieaulac,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Beaumont,  — ,  senior  otlicer  In  Canada, 


lieauvais,  — ,  simir  de,  captain.  71. 
Beauvais.  — ,  interpreter,  227. 
Begon,  Catherine,  451. 
I'x'gon,    Claude    Michel,  Intendant 

Canada,  8. 
B.elair,  — ,  Frencii  sea  captain,  300. 
r.ehimy,  — ,  French  official,  120. 
I'>t'llerive.     See  St.  Ange. 


Of 


Frangois  IMcot^,  sieur 
71  ;  at  Detroit,  45»- 
leads  war-parties,  460, 
St.  Joseph,    461,  490; 


Bellestre.  .Marit? 

de.  lieutenant. 

iti'.  4GG,  487  ; 

4(51,  507  ;  at 

sketch.  459. 
Belleval,  — ,  ensign,  VI. 
l-ellin,  Nicola.^,  cartographer.  1G5.  352. 
Benoist  de  St,  Clair,  — ,  commandant 

in   Illinois,  428. 
Bercy,  — ,  ensign.  71. 
P/erman.    See  La  Martlnlf^re. 
Bortel.  — ,  commandant  In  Illinois.  428, 

479.  49G;  reports  from  487-480;  aid 

sent  to,  492,  497;  ability,  496,  500, 

501. 

Bert  helot.     See  lienuconrt. 

r.ibaud.    Max.    /,.;    /? //(//of  ConaJi- 

ritiir.  :;<',,  4  I. 
"BIche."  vess(M.  302. 

BiiMivilie.  .lean  I'.nptlxte  Le  Mrtvnn,  nlour 
di\  7."t  :    ciivenior    (.f  l.oulxiimn. 

147,  170,  180.  212.  213.  22(».  214.  :V2\, 
435.  43G.  439:  expedition  aRalnst 
Chickasaw.  250.  316;  sister  of.  IH.-S; 
s!;etcli.  ISO.  4:;5 
IMgol,  Franct>ls.  intendant  of  (^nnnda, 
official  reports.  490.  502;  sketch. 


205 
400 

Bigot. 

itiloxl 


Vincent, 
(Miss  ). 


Abenaki  nilsslonary.  105. 
provisioned.  301. 


Itissot.     See  ^  liieennos 
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Black  dos.  as  Indian  totem.  248. 
Black  Fox,  chief,  53. 

"Black  frowns,"  Indian  term  for  Jesuit 
missionaries.  39,  45,  50,  284. 

Black  Squirrel,  tribe  of  Ottawa,  245; 
as  Indian  totem,  251. 

Black  Hawk.  Sauk  chiet.  323. 

Blainville,  Jean  P.aptiste  Celoron,  sieur 
de,  senior,  capfain,  71,  367. 

Blainville,  Jean  Baptiste  Celoron,  sleur 
de,  junior,  at  Mackinac,  322,  336, 
367  ;  at  Muskegon,  304";  at  Saj,'lnaw, 
308,  373,  376 ;  on  Ohio  expedition. 
207 ;  sketch,  207,  307.  See  also  Ce- 
loron. 

Bleary.    See  Sabrevols. 

B(LMif  Noir,  Kickapoo  chief,  40,  52. 

Boisbriant.  IMerre  Dugue,  sieur  de,  com- 
maiKlant  of  Illinois,  2,  18;  sketch,  2. 

Boiselie,  — ,  voj-ageur.  57. 

Boishebert.  Louis  Henri  Deschamps, 
sieur  de,  captain,  71  ;  commandant  at 
Detroit,  133,  134,  141,  145,  101,  170; 
supplies  munitions  of  war,  149 ;  let- 
ters of,  142,  148-153,  172,  175,  181  ; 
daughter,  223 ;  sketch,  134. 

Boishebert.  — ,  junior,  at  Fort  St.  Fri'-d- 
<?ric.  432. 

Bonaventure,  — ,  sea,  captain,  300. 

Bordeaux.  French  port,  499. 

Boston  (Mass.),  French  officer  at,  20; 
expedition  fi-om,  ;'>()2 ;  embassies  to. 
303-305. 

Bouat,  Agathe  le  Gardeur.  434. 

Bouat,  I'rancois-^Marie,  434. 

Boubersheur,  — ,  335. 

Boucher,  Mane,  1()3. 

Boucher,  Marie  Madeleine,  58. 

Boucher,  Marguerite,  183. 

Boucher.  See  Boncherville,  I^a  PerriOre, 
and  Monlbrun. 

Boucherville.  IMerre  I'.ouchiM-,  sieur  de, 
10.  331  ;  ensign,  71  ;  conunandant 
among  Sioux,  33;  at  Nlagai...  328; 
captured,  38,  58;  narrative  of,  30-57; 
flpeecli  to  Kickapoo,  41-43;  arranges 
peace  with  Illinois.  48-53.  00,  02;  es- 
cnpos  vlfi  Illinois.  54.  55;  observ* 
Hons  on  Sioux.  50.  57  ;  aunt  of,  58 ; 
expenses  of,  82-80 ;  sketch,  30. 

Boiilanu;cr,  Jean  Antolne,  missionary  to 
Illinois,  55.  255.  250. 

Bourassji.  ("harlot (e.  270. 

Bourassa.  IJeno.  voyagenr.  270. 

Boyle.  David,  note  by.  313. 

Bragelogne,  — ,  sleur  de.  lieutenant.  71. 

Brandy.  Kalo  nt  posts.  7.  145.  15S,  l.'-.O, 
173,  2M9.  358;  Indian  term  for,  3S1. 
See  also  Kngllsh  and  Fur  Trade. 


Brasse,  French  measure,  41. 

Brest,  French  port,  299. 

Brevoort,  James  C,  collector  of  manu- 
scripts, 28. 

Brown  County  (Wis.),  188;  (Ohio), 
475. 

Brymner,  Douglas,  Canadian  archivist, 
xviii. 

Buache,  I'hilippe,  French  geographer, 
28. 

Budemont,  — ,  sieur  do,  captain,  71. 
Buffalo,  used  for  provision,  224  ;  Indian 

totem,  248. 
Bulssoni&re,  Alphonse    de,  governor  of 

Illinois,  316,  321. 
Burgundy,  371. 

Butterfield,  Consul  Wilishire,  Orant 
County,  ir/s.,  433. 


Cabaxac,  — ,  clievalier  de.  ensign.  71. 

Cabanac  Laisue,  — ,  lleutonaut,  71. 

Cacalin.    See  Kakalin. 

Cacapon  (Va.).  attack  on,  322. 

Cache,  method  of  making'.  279. 

Cadillac,  Antolne  de  Lamotlie,  sieur  ae, 
commandant  at  Detroit.  41,  200;  cor- 
respondence, 424  ;  concessions.  241. 

Cahokia  (III.),  French  settlement  at, 
101.  110.  337  ;  size.  495. 

Cahokia  Indians.  59;  enemies  of  Foxes, 
111-117;  desert,  117:  enumerated, 
2.")1  ;  capture  Sauk,  337,  305  ;  village 
of,  4S7;  sketch,  337.  See  also  Illi- 
nois Indians. 

California,  river  near,  103.  104. 

Callii^res-BonneviUe,  Louis  Hector  de, 
goveriu)r  of  Canada,  338. 

Caini)eau,  l'ran(.'ols,  blacksuiilh  at  Sioux 

post.  14.  57,  135. 
•Cauatla.*    vessel,   415,    417.    419.  420. 
421. 

Canada.  110.  120,  133;  map  of.  103; 
governois,  1.  2,  4.  7,  31.  470;  Intend- 
nnts,  70,  301,  499;  army  oillcers,  71; 
Illlnoi.s  should  belong  to.  17.  140.  147. 

I. 'm:  land  taxes.  241;  .\morlcan  In- 
vasion. 4.">9;  Cnvfiitinn    Di7ihc.«.  xvHI, 

I I.  ;;o.  :>5.  73.  421. 

(^.inoes.  i)rlce  of,  120. 

Cape  St.  Ignaco.  seigneur  of.  372. 

Carolliui.  250;  Indians  of.  110;  Nnfche* 
take  refuge  In.  220  :  Clilckasaw  mi- 
grate to,  4;{S;  rahlrd.  4  17.  4  IS;  trad- 
ers from.  4  75. 

Carp,  as  Indian  totem.  249.  251. 

(":irr.  Luolen.  Ma^rniiiitis,  3S2. 

<'ataho\iIa  rnrl.sh  (La.).  220 

(^alnmount.  ns  Indian  (otem,  24S. 


[  r.2i  1 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [Cattish 


Catfish,  as  Indian  totem,  24G,  247. 
Cuuylmuwajiu,  mis.siun  colony,  l.'79. 
Cauvct,  French  sea  captain,  ;{01. 
Cavagnial,    — ,   sionr   de,    captain,  71, 

See  also  Va\idi-euil. 
Cayuga,    at    Montreal,    420.      See  also 

Iroquois. 

Celoron,  I'ierre  Joseph,  sieur  de,  382  ;  en- 
sign, 71  ;  commandant  at  Mackinac, 
207,  209,  21G,  223,  257,  317,  322,  351, 
359,  302,  304,  374,  377,  423;  retires 
from  Mackinac,  373,  375  ;  commands 
against  Chickasaw,  310;  letters  of, 
307-309  ;  author,  245  ;  commandant 
at  Detroit,  410,  415;  at  Niagara, 
443;  leads  Detroit  convoy,  508;  to 
remove  Ottawa,  352,  353,  410;  Indians 
accompany,  419,  420;  Ohio  expedition, 
207,  475,  482,  489,  praised,  309  ;  pop- 
ular, 372  ;  sketch,  207,  307,  377.  See 
also  Blainville. 

Chabert.  — ,  sieur,  acconii)anies  De 
Noyelles,  220;  wounded,  220;  among 
Seneca,  408.     See  also  .Toncaire. 

Chalet,  Francois,  French  merchant,  443. 

Chambellan,  - — ,  mining  expert,  234,  235, 
2:57. 

Champiguy,  — ,  governor  of  ?*rartinique, 
210. 

Champlain,  Samuel  de,  63,  422. 
Clianoy.     See  De  Noyan. 
Chaouanon  Indians.     See  Shawnee. 
Chaouenon,    Kickapoo    warrior,  41,  43, 
40. 

Chafft.     See  lia  Corne. 

Chardon,  .lean  B.,  Jesuit  missionary.  0. 

7,    8,    19(5,    199;    among    ]\)xes,  24; 

sketch,  7. 

Charlevoix,  Pierre  I''rau<;ois  Xavier  de, 

travels  of,  100;  map  of,  402;  Jlistotn 

of  Nciv  France,  303.  .305. 
Charley,  Jac(pies,  414. 
Charley,   Jean    IJaptisle,    dit    S*.  .Auge, 

;U)0,  44  4. 
Charley,  TiOnIs,  444. 
Chart  ier  de  rotbinfere.  477. 
Cliarller.   ;\ Tigel i(iue.  211. 
Clinrtler,  Martin,  at  riiiladelphla,  ,';;!1. 
Cluii'lier.    I'eter.   among  Shawnee.  .3;;i. 
Charlier's  old  town,  331. 
Chai  l  l  ain,  — ,  ensign,  71. 
Chart  rlcr,  — ,  Chevalier  de.  IM-em  h  s(>a 

captain.  .300. 
Chassaigno,  Mmlame  de.  pensioned.  213. 
Chnstelaln,  -  -,  ensign  de,  71. 
Chat  RInnc   (While  Cni),    Sauk  chief. 

223  ;  begK  for  mercy,  258. 
CliaudU'^res.  tnlnes  near,  .312. 


Chaussegros  de  Lery,  Gaspard,  engineer, 
H).{,  KM,  120. 

L'hauvigntrie,  Michel  Maray,  sieur  de, 
245  ;  interijreler,  255. 

Chavois.     See  De  Noyan. 

Clielaouiskaouois,  Ottawa  chief,  351. 

C'hclaouois,  Wiuneljago  chief,  4U7. 

Cherokee  Indians,  05,  480,  515;  habitat, 
;',30  ;  enumerated,  250;  settle  near 
Ohio,  201;  hostile  to  French,  489; 
unsubju.gated,  429. 

Chicagou,  Indi.'in  site,  3,  0,  149,  150, 
302,  .30.3  ;  Sauk  and  Fox  at,  404,  437. 

Chicatalien,  Ottawa  Indian,  389,  392; 
son  of,  ;;sf).  :;f)2. 

ChicliiiJpa,  I"ox  cliief,  5.3;  killed  by 
Kickapoo,  54. 

Chickas.-iw  Indians,  .3(i4  ;  enumerated, 
250;  expeditions  against,  29,  7.3,  135, 
147,  157,  10(;,  297,  212,  213,  259,  27G, 
;;10,  ;'.22.  480;  attack  French  detach- 
ments. 181,  259.  .';.3(;.  418.  419,  489; 
burn  I'rench  ollicers,  259.  270.  .381, 
;'.84,  .3S5  ;  att.-icks  on  incited.  I<;i-104, 
179,  181,  183,  185,  ISO.  L'14,  220, 
228,  229.  244.  .304,  .3,^7.  4;!8  ;  north- 
ern   Indians    attack.    102.    181.  182, 

218,  22<i,  2;;2,  270.  ;;2S.  ;:30.  ;;;;7,  rj53, 

305.  :;00.  371,  382.  .395,  419,  480, 
487;  Natchez  take  refuge  among.  102; 
ahandon.  220;  instigated  by,  147, 
157,  179.  ISO;  intrigues  with  ICng- 
lish.  157;  with  Huron,  05;  with  Illi- 
nois, 157,  428,  4.38;  unsulHlue<l,  420  ; 
desire  to  migrate,  438;  settle  near 
Oiiio,  201;  raid  Ouiatonon.  ;!8().  384  ; 
peace  wilii,  ;;:;5  ;  sketch.  05.  102. 

("hicoutimi,  niissi(Ui  stalittn.  41.s. 

Chil)pewa  (Saulteur)  ln<lians.  0.  228, 
.".09.  .•',75;  habitat,  xvi.  79.  Si.  240, 
2  17.  2S2,  .305,  ,300;  eiumuMMled.  240, 
217;  tribe  of.  4.37;  at  Sable  Ulvcr, 
270.  ISt;  visit  Montreal.  02.  421, 
4  00;  bi  ing  news.  27o  ;  woman  of.  117; 
at  \\:w  wilh  Sioux,  xvl.  12.  2(">l.  271, 
272.  277.  .325.  :;29,  :uu\  .307, 

420:  pence  with.  277.  27s  :  nt  wnr 
with  Cree.  1  |t»  ;  pe;iee  w'th.  aS  :  at  WHT 
with  Foxes.  5.3.  81;  attacked  by  1111- 
tini<<.  1SI;  hostile  (o  Detroit  Huron, 
279,  2S0.  2S7.  :V.\:\  ;  Ir«M)uois  intric\ic 
with.  305;  seek  allies.  4l5.  420;  on 
the  wari.atb.  30;{.  410.  422.  425.  44S; 
niake  401.  407.  420.  441  :  Join 

Fignory.  31;  Villiers.  100;  rommond- 
ed.  407  ;  pronii.so  lidellty.  42r»  ;  loy- 
alty doubtful,  480;  mes.sn>:p  to.  :i4R- 
317:  siieeclies  of.  .300.  400.  4ol.  4(»S  ; 
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prisoner  ransomed,  360  ;  plunder,  450  ; 
revolt  at  Mackinac,  4Gi!-4(i5,  409, 
475 ;  at  Detroit,  4G7,  4GS,  50G ;  in 
Lake  Superior,  409 ;  murder  French, 
4S4  ;  ask  asylum,  48G ;  bistorj'  of, 
240. 

Choctaw  Indians,  157  ;  oppose  Chicka- 
saw, 212,  220. 

Choucghen.     See  Fort  Oswego. 

Christian,  Brother  — ,  Jesuit,  lOG. 

Ciquenackqua,  Miami  chief,  GOG. 

Claiborne,  J.  F.  II.,  Mississippi^,  .310. 

Clignancourt,  Louis  ]Matthieu  Damours, 
sieur  de,  at  Mackinac,  34  ;  ensign, 
71 ;  leases  La  Baye,  452,  455  ;  sketch, 
34. 

Coldfeet,  Miami  chief,  482. 

Company  of  the  Indies,  2,  5,  19,  G2,  230, 

232,    233,    298,    299,    443,   472,'  512; 

retrocede  Louisiana,  14G,  230  ;  sketch, 

230. 

Contrecoeur,  — ,  sieur  de,  captain,  71. 

Contrecflour,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71. 

Copper,  mines  reported,  xvi,  105,  100, 
105-107,  170,  177,  187,  233-240,  242, 
252-254,  2G2,  203,  290.  291,  305-315, 
477  ;  specimens  taken  to  France,  xvi, 
80,  87,  105,  235.  252-254,  30(5,  307, 
309;  assayed,  233,  234,  230,  254, 
307  ;  methods  of  mining,  234-240  ;  ex- 
perts visit,  xvi,  234.  235,  237,  253, 
202,  290,  291,  300-315. 

Coquart,  Claude,  (Jodctroy,  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary, 418;  at  Kamlnistiqula,  420. 

Corbeau,  Ottawa  chief,  377,  394,  395. 

Corbin,  — ,  reports  on  mines,  230-24  0. 

Coshibelle,  — ,  governor  of  Isle  Koyale, 
303,  304. 

Couha-lgne,  — ,  Frencli  engineer,  303. 
Couiimy.     See  Kakaliu. 
Coulon.     See  Junionviile  and  Viiliers. 
Coulonge,  — ,  In  Siou.x  trade,  135,  138, 
139. 

"Courageux,"  vessel,  299. 

Coureurs  des  bois,  30.'?,  452 ;  gathered 
at  Mackinac.  1,  211.  279,  275;  edict 
favoring,  203;  amnesty  for,  275;  at 
Cireen  Bay,  445.  440  ;  Injure  trade. 
473,  474  ;  to  be  exiled.  474  ;  refuge 
In  Illinois,  497,  515. 

Cournoyer,  — ,  slenr  de,  lieutenant.  71. 

Conrtemanohe.     Sec  Crolselle. 

Crab,  as  Indian  totem,  219.  251. 

Crnlff,  Oscar  J.,  Ouiatanon,  131. 

Crane,  as  Indian  totem^  245-247,  249- 
251. 

Cree  ((^rlstlnanx )  Indiana,  onnmerated. 
247;  war  with  Sioux,  10.  208;  peace 
With,  100,  203,  403;  war  with  Chip 


pewa,  140 ;  peace  with,  OS ;  on  war- 
path, 4,  18,  421,  42G  ;  avenge 
l-'rench,  204  ;  trade  with,  14u,  144, 
150;  sketcli,  08. 

Creeks:  Buffalo,  38;  Chartier,  331; 
(Jreen  (Oliioj,  2S0 ;  Lora,mie  (Ohio), 
4.S2  ;  White  Oak  (Ohio),  475. 

Crespei,  Emanuel,  chaplain  of  Liguery'a 
expedition,  28. 

Cristinaux  Indians.     See  Cree. 

Croghan,  George,  at  I'ickawiUany,  4S2 ; 
Jounials,    132,  480. 

Croiselle  de  Courtemanche,  — ,  lieuten- 
ant, 71,  at  Detroit,  432;  killed,  .226. 

Crown.  I'oiut.     See  Fort  St.  Fri'dC-ric. 

Cuming,  I'ortescue,  Tour  of  the  ^\'cst, 
419. 


Dagnk.vu.  See  Douville,  and  La  Saus- 
saye. 

Daillay  (Dumayi,  IMerre,  member  of 
•  Sioux  company,  11. 

D'Amour.  — ,  sieur,  lieutenant,  71  ;  see 

also  Clignancourt. 
Daneaux.     See  Muy. 

Darlington,  William  M.,  Gist's  Joiniials, 
280. 

D'Ariuuid  (Benaud),  Nicolas  Marie  Da. 
v:uine,  sieur  de  Desnioloises,  ensign, 
71  ;  commandant  among  Miami,  211- 
21.",,  243  ;  sketch,  211. 

Dauphin,  medals  struck  at  birth  of,  159. 

Davenne.     See  D'.Vrnaud. 

Dazenaro.     See  Lusignan. 

De  Brouillan,  — ,  governor  of  Newfound- 
land. 303. 

De  Cotte,  — ,  manufacturer  of  medals, 
171. 

Decouagne.  Marie  Anne.  452. 
Deer,  as  Indian  totem.  250. 
Dehestre,  — .  blackstnit ii.  394,  395. 
Dellsle,  Chnule.  cartv)griipher.  103. 
Delisle.    CiulIIaume.   cartographer.  103, 
KM. 

Denlssen,  Christian.  Fainil!(  of  Xavarrc, 
211. 

De  Xoyan.  IMerre  .Tncip'v*  l':i,\an.  slonr 
(le  <^iunols  (ChanoyL  caplaln.  71  ;  In 
(xpedltiou  of  172S.  73;  memorials  of. 
107.  10S.  121-129.  131;  to  command 
;i(  Mackinac.  172;  conimnndant  at 
Detroit.  2SS.  2S9.  298.  3.'?0.  310  348. 
350.  354,  355.  388.  393.  428.  429; 
plans  for  Detroit.  291-290.  350  350; 
8»ipersedotl.  415;  letters  of.  284.  2S0- 
289.  291  290.  320.  327.  330.  333.  344, 
391.  39.3.  412;  nets  ns  pei^eemakor, 
288,  289,  332,  333;  docldos  Inw-sulti, 
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De  Noyan,  P.  J.  1'.  (continued)  — 

359 ;  to  migrate  vvitii  Huron,  345, 
371) ;  cured  of  illness,  29S ;  at  Mon- 
treal, 431  ;  grievances,  356,  359  ; 
seigniory,  327  ;  sketch,  73. 

De  Noyau,  Madame,  350. 

De  Noyelles,  Cliarles  Joseph,  command- 
ant at  Mackinac,  448,  402,  4C3,  4G7, 
4G9  ;  sketch,  462. 

De  Noyelles,  Nicolas  Joseph,  sieur  de 
Fleurimout,  attacks  Foxes,  112,  114, 
110,  130 ;  sends  slave,  120 ;  sent  to 
Miami,  185,  180,  211 ;  expedition 
against  Sauk  and  Foxes,  xv,  208-210, 
215-221,  230-233,  242,  255,  200  ;  per- 
sonal account  of,  221-229 ;  excuses 
for  failure,  229,  232,  256,  257  ;  orders 
given,  255-258 ;  commandant  at  De- 
troit, 242,  260,  292,  340,  341,  387; 
appointment  disapproved,  268,  296 ; 
acts  as  peacemaker,  270,  279-2S1,  332, 
390;  intercedes  for  Huron,  284,  341, 
344  ;  Ouiatanon  desire,  381,  384  ;  suc- 
ceeds La  Verendrye,  441,  442,  402; 
arrives  at  Mackinac,  403 ;  letters 
from,  322,  402 ;  characterized,  2o9, 
209;  son,  402;  sketch,  112 

Denys.     See  La  Uonde. 

De  Plaine,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Deschaillons,  Jean  Baptiste  St.  Ours, 
71  ;  at  Detroit,  35,  30,  59,  100  ;  Kam- 
Inistiqula,  80 ;  accompanies  De  Noy- 
elles, 220 ;  son,  59,  223  ;  sketch,  35. 
See  also  St.  Ours. 

Deschamps,  Charlotte,  223. 

Deschamps,  Genevieve,  223. 

Deschamps.     See  Boishol)ert. 

D'Esgly,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Des  Gouttes,  Count  — ,  20. 

Desliettes,  Charles  Henri  de  Tonty,  com- 
mandant at  Hlinois,  3-G,  18,  19,  29, 
49-52,  55 ;  lends  army,  39 ;  falls  to 
co-operate,  34  ;  letters  fror  51  ; 
wounded,  181  ;  sketch,  3. 

Desmoloises.    See  D'Arnr.ud. 

Des  Moine.s  (Iowa),  231. 

Desprez,  (Juyon,  In  Siou.x  trade,  13C, 
138. 

Detroit,  128,  132,  140.  103.  174,  175, 
181,  183,  250,  257,  200,  203,  440,  407, 
472,  483,  501,  510;  di.stnnco  from 
Montroiil,  50;  map,  141;  French 
poHt,  xll,  3,  5,  31,  83.  214.  322; 
founded,  200;  fort,  stnte  of.  357; 
comma ndanta,  41.  107.  1S3.  205.  207. 
208.  2  12.  200.  208,  288.  280.  415.  428. 
432;  nilsslonarles.  312.  313,  459  (Sec 
also  La  KIchardle  and  Totiors);  gar- 


rison, 134,  240-242,  265 ;  settlers, 
171,  244,  205,  290,  297,  320,  357,  500  ; 
Indians  at,  03,  124,  148,  151,  152, 
167,  172,  216,  231,  243,  251,  345,  499, 
500  ;  Indian  troubles,  279-289,  333, 
334,  341-350.  369-371,  3^7,  429;  con- 
dilious  at,  35,  36,  141,  142,  204,  240- 
242,  264-267,  326-329,  357,  415,  449, 
450,  489-492,  499-501,  505  ;  plans 
for,  131-134,  141,  170,  171,  291-298, 
441,  444,  499-501  ;  fur-trade  at,  499  ; 
sale  of  brandy,  145,  29;i-295  ;  licenses 
for,  504  ;  vessel  to  be  built  at,  311 ; 
blacksmith,  410 ;  smallpox  at,  181 ; 
rendezvous,  209,  457  ;  alarm  at,  2SS  ; 
presents  sent  to,  322;  Inaians  disaf- 
fected,  446,   447,   458-462,   474,  489- 

481  ;  revolt,  xvii,  459,  467,  478-481, 
484-487,  convoy  for,  xvii,  460,  508  ; 
re  inforced,  408,  481,  484,  493,  508; 
importance  of,  266,  470,  499,  508 ; 
surrendered  to  Knj^.ish,  459. 

Do  Velie.    See  Villiers. 

Do  Villiers  du  Torrage,  .Marc,  Dcmicifi 
Axiiccs  de  la  Louiiiinie  fran^aisc,  495. 

Devivler,  — ,  captain,  71. 

De.vivier,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71. 

Dieskau,  Jean  ICrdman,  baron,  expedi- 
tion on  Lake  George,  166,  477. 

Dinwiddie,  Ilol)ert,  governor  of  Virginia, 
1 66. 

D'Orgeviile,  — ,  sleur,  210. 

Dormicourt,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  7L 

Dorval.  — ,  sieur,  among  Foxes.  151  ;  at- 
tempts to  retleem  captives,  152. 

Dt)s<]uet,  I'lerre  Armand,  bishoii  of  Que- 
bec, 158.  159. 

DOutreleau.  Etienne,  missionary  to  Ill- 
inois. 51,  52. 

Douville.  Alexandre  Dagneau.  sieur,  en- 
sign. 71  ;  with  Villiers.  188-191  ;  sent 
to  Detroit.  322;  to  Montreal.  4S7  ; 
cor'imnndnnt  among  Mlan^i,  322,  4jn, 

482  ;  interpreter  at  Fort  I'rontenac. 
4:52  :  sketch.  322.  481.  See  also  La 
Sauasaye. 

I)„l,Prt„.  — .  In  Sioux  tr:\d(\  130.  138. 
i:!0. 

Dubois.     See  Heancourt. 

Diilireuil.     See  La  Corne. 

Dubulsson,  Joseph  Gnyon.  captain.  71. 
457;  commandant  at  Maekln:ic.  75. 
87.  89.  100.  107:  returns,  108:  plans 
against  I-'oxea,  n3  :  charaoterlrod, 
108,  .sketch .  75. 

Dul)uisson.  — ,  .lunlor.  at  NInpnrn.  4.12; 
goes  to  Dolrolt.  457,  400.  408;  to 
Miami.  505.   50<>  :   sketoli.  457. 
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Dubuisson  family,  136. 

Duburon,  Jean  Joseph  Feray,  sieur,  en- 
sign, 71  ;  commands  detachment,  212  ; 
accompanies  Beauharnois,  334,  340, 
347,  348,  355;  sketch,  334. 

Du  Chesne,  St.  Michel,  in  Sioux  trade, 
13G,  138,  139. 

Dufros.    See  La  Jemerais. 

Dufugier,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

Dugue,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Duluth,  Daniel  Graysolon,  explorer,  188  ; 
correspondence,  424  ;  builds  fort,  420. 

Dumas,  Jean,  missionary  at  Illinois,  39. 

Dumay,  Frangois,  member  of  Sioux 
company,  14,  57.    See  also  Daillay. 

Dumont,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Dunn,  Jacob  P.,  Indiana,  475,  485. 

Duplessls-Fabert,  Frangois  Lefebre, 
sieur,  captain,  71  ;  commands  at  La 
Baye,  17 ;  at  Niagara,  408 ;  opinion 
of,  339  ;  son  killed,  189,  190 ;  sketch, 
17. 

Duplessis,  Frangois  Autoine  Lefebre, 
ensign,  471.  See  also  Gatineau  and 
Mornay. 

Dupr6,  Saint  George,  member  of  Sioux 
Company,  14. 

Diipuy,  Claude  Thomas,  intendant  of 
Canada,  4,  6,  7,  18,  20,  22,  35,  73, 
75  ;  recalled,  20,  58  ;  sketch,  8. 

Duquesne,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  300. 

Dusabl6,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Du  TsLv6,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  299. 

Dutch,  befriended  by  Iroquois,  338. 

Eagle,  es  Indian  totem,  240,  248. 
ficu,  value  of,  277. 

"Elephant,"  store-ship,  20 ;  wrecked, 
09. 

•*Enflamm6,"  vessel,  301. 

English,  rivals  of  French  in  fur-trade, 
xvil,  75,  76,  122,  131,  L33,  1.14,  156, 
191,  192,  205,  233,  358,  373,  376,  388, 
407,  476,  503,  504,  515;  strategems 
of,  410,  415,  429,  447;  intrigue  with 
Foxes,  181,  338;  with  Miami  and 
Shawnee,  xvil,  29.  ISO,  211,  214,  215, 
201,  417,  475,  482,  506,  507;  with 
Abenaki,  191,  193,  194  ;  with  Huron, 
280,  281,  350,  458,  460.  480,  500; 
with  Illinois,  428;  with  Jesuits.  414; 
Iro(iuols  as  agents,  102 ;  Iroquois 
abandon,  420;  attacks  upon  Incited, 
448,  457,  510;  war  with,  declared. 
440,  4  11;  aid  Indian  revolt.  463,  469. 
474-476,  483,  487  189,  508;  project 
for  Wabash  post,  178  ;  cut  ofT  Canada 
from  Louisiana,    147,  489,  400;  In- 
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trigues  at  Detroit,  205,  358  ;  befriend 
Tetes  I'lats,  334  ;  at  Oswego,  365,  443, 
440,  447,  503 ;  supply  brandy  to  In- 
dians, 173,  175,  265,  395,  440,  447; 
benetited  by  French  lease  system,  409, 
411;  in  Hudson  Bay,  246;  besiege 
Tort  Royal,  302  ;  in  Acadia,  303,  304  ; 
may  capture  Illinois,  497,  515 ;  Can- 
ada, 447. 

Entutsogo,    mission    Indian    chief,  281, 
;:!31. 

"Kntendu,"  vessel,  300. 
"Envieux,"  vessel,  300. 
•'Excellent,"  vessel,  300. 


Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  57,  04  ;  Sioux  at, 

3(>.  Calumet,  422. 
Feray.    See  Duburon. 

Ferlund,  Abbe  J.  li.  A.,  Conns  d  llistoire 

du  Canada,  38,  250. 
FerrlOre,  — ,  ensign,  ~1. 
Fisher  bird,  as  Indian  totem,  240. 
l<"lathead  Indians.    See  Tetes  IMats. 
Fleurimont.     See  De  Noyelles. 
Fleury,  — ,  ship-owner,  107. 
Fleury.    See  La  GorgendiOre. 
FoUe  Avoine  Indians.    See  Menominee. 
Fond  du  Lac,  term  explained,  4S7. 
I'^ork,  as.  Indian  totem,  ivil. 
Forstvjr,  John  Adam,    xaiiier  and  son, 
liake   Superior    mining   experts,  xvl, 
262,    290,   291,   300,    308.   310,  311; 
report,  314,,  315. 
Fort  Wayne  (Ind.),  French  post  on  site, 
131. 

Forts :  Alepinigon,  see  Xipigon.  As- 
sumption, built,  310;  peace  at.  335. 
Beau'iiarnois,  7-17,  22;  built,  liil,  25- 
28.  Xi,  71,  78-80,  109.  135-140.  143, 
155,  168.  177,  403;  location.  57;  de- 
scribed, 138;  Inundated.  26.  77;  cele- 
bration at,  xlll.  26,  27;  commandants, 
16.  39,  00,  135,  138.  139.  166.  168, 
178.  207.  223,  258.  2.59;  Importance 
of.  150.  230;  warned,  xill.  XA.  ; 
abandoned,  xtll.  37.  5S.  .'n,  04.  140. 
111.  155.  200;  Foxos  \u\\r,  07-70.  re- 
establlslied.  xlv,  i;i5-140.  143.  155, 
108.  169.  177;  dangerous.  258.  259; 
evncuatod.  xv.  204.  207-274;  re  ocou- 
pUmI,  315.  (^nrillon,  see  TIconderojm. 
Catar;v<]ul.  see  I'rontennc.  Chambly. 
205,  432.  Cliartres.  xil.  3.  10.  424; 
Indians  ne.\r.  250;  conditions  ni.  407. 
517;  deserter  from.  317;  command- 
ants. 18.  101.  213.  321.  427.  444; 
sketch.  IS.  (^heqnftmeeon  (I,a 
I'olute).  XM.  5.  0.  11.  33.  3  4.  79.  105, 
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FuiiTs   (continued)  — 

13U,  1G5-1G7,  -MS,  '^11,  4G3  ;  com- 
mandants, xvi,  20,  GS,  87,  IGG,  IGG, 
309,  315,  335  ;  granted  to  De  la 
lloude,  17G,  177,  237,  3U5  ;  leased  to 
Madame  La  Konde,  444,  477,  478,  408, 
401)  ;  to  otliers,  502,  5u0  ;  messenger 
from,  3G1  ;  supplies  I'or,  471  ;  mining 
experts  visit,  200,  201,  308,  310,  311  ; 
Indians  near,  xvi,  140,  247,  2G4,  305, 
3G0,  30G,  403,  421,  42G,  441,  442  ;  Me- 
nominee invited  to  settle  near,  425 ; 
war  rages  at,  277,  278,  310;  peace 
made,  2G3.  Crown  i'oint,  see  St. 
Frederic.  Dauphin,  471.  Duquesne, 
322  ;  i  cyistcy  of,  3G1.  Frontcnac,  132, 
274  ;  exploited,  443  ;  conditions  at, 
4G7,  472,  483.,  508  ;  scarcity  of  goods 
at,  440;  ollicers,  205,  211,  432;  gar- 
rison, 451,  480;  surrender,  73;  sketch, 
321.    Kaministiiiuia,  IG,  80,  247,  418, 

424,  42G  ;  leas(>d,  444,  502,  504  ;  com- 
mandants, 35,  433  ;  supplies  for,  4T1  ; 
Indians  near,  42G,  437,  441,  4G0  ; 
portage  near,  42G;  sketcli,  42G.  La 
Baye,  7,  11,  22.  23.  31,  32,  80,  108, 
100,  375,  394,  424,-^30,  4G7,  501,  504  ; 
location,  xii,  22,  13,0;  rendezvous,  3, 
4,  G,  75 ;  road  via,  57,  303 ;  French 
officers  at,  2,  G,  15-18,  100,  188,  274, 
270,  315,  433,  439,  403,  471;  mission- 
ary, 8;  interi)reter,  24;  abandoned, 
xiii,  80,  140,  150;  re-estahlislied.  xiv, 
140.  150,  100.  178;  country  unfertile, 
317,  310;  tributary  Indians,  8,  80,  00, 
240,  405,  452,  457;  Foxes  visit.  LS2, 
185;  near,  208,  303,  400;  Sauk  to  re- 
turn, 21G,  218,  210,  227,  2:;i.  2;!2  ; 
Sauk  and  Fcxes  oppose  return  to,  ."!15- 
317,  320,  302,  3(i3  ;  French  oflicer 
killed  at,  xv,  188-101,  201-204.  200, 
210,  212,  214.  220;  conditions  at.  3,30. 

425,  445,  440,  450,  451,  405;  sup|)lies 
for,  471  ;  fidelity  of  Indians,  405,  40(5; 
leased,  435,  450;  contract  for  lease, 
451-455.  I^a  Tointo,  see  rhecpiauie- 
gon.  La  Heine.  418.  424,  427.  Le 
r.(i>uf,  l)ulira  3L-).  Miami.  Nil.  120. 
140,  424.  450.  482.  501  ;  route  to.  i:'.2; 
commandants,  29,  112,  130.  101,  172. 
179.  211,  213,  322.  333,  428,  43.^,  487; 
garrison.  1,31,  132;  supplies  for.  471; 
De  Noyelles  vIsK.s,  257  ;  Kinall  pov  at, 
181;  leased.  444;  revolt  nt.  xvil.  4.S4. 
487,  505;  sketch,  131.  Michlpicoton. 
leased,  4,14,  450,  502,  504  ;  supplies 
for,  471.  Necessity,  113.  Niagara, 
132.  321,  322,  470.  483,  480;  ex- 
ploited.  443;    storea  nt,    355,  443; 
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scarcity  of  goods,  440  ;  trade.  145 ; 
commandants,  IGG,  207,  327,  387,  390, 
432,  408,  474,  475,  482;  garrison, 
451  ;  conditions,  407,  472,  483.  Nip- 
igon  ( Alepiuigonj,  240,  247;  supplies 
lor,  471  ;  leased,  445,  502,  504  ;  com- 
mandant, 432 ;  Indians,  42o.  Oua- 
liache,  see  Vincenues.  Oui-atanon,  xii, 
xiv,  100,  102,  131,  132,  140,  101,  221, 
330,  370,  424,  450,  501  ;  route  to,  132; 
commandants,  179,  211,  223,  428, 
432,  483,  400;  .salary,  4lu  ;  aid  from, 
114  ;  small  pox  at,  181  ;  De  Xoyelles, 
225,  231,  257  ;  licenses  for  desired, 
3S1,  410;  leased,  435,  451;  supplies 
for,  471  ;  sketch,  131.  I'epin,  see 
Beaubarnois.  I'onlcbartrain,  at  De- 
troit, 214  (see  also  Fort  Detroit). 
Kosaiie,  ma,ssacre  at,  122,  220.  Uou- 
ille  Ci'oronto),  abandoned,  321.  St. 
t'liarles,  founded  by  La  V'ereudrye,  262. 
St.  1  rcdrric  ((\o\vn  Point),  207; 
conuiiandants,  25,  259,  332,  4.''>2  ;  gar- 
rison, 151  ;  rendezvous.  450.  St.  Jo- 
sei)b,  xii,  3,  5,  7,  35,  (50,  CO,  09,  100, 
128,  130,  103,  172,  183,  242,  445,  501; 
location,  501  ;  expedi*-ion  from,  xiv, 
322;  commandmants,  232,  242,  259, 
315,  337,  302,  433,  459,  4C1,  490; 
salary,  410;  njissionary,  102;  supplies 
for,  471;  traders  at,  3(i3 ;  reports 
from,  405.  483,  504;  leased,  451;  In- 
dians of,  03.  101,  111,  149,  174,  249, 
251.  20.!,  ;{94,  459,  501,  507;  Foxes 
visit,  (iO.  70,  IGS,  181  ;  Savdc  visit, 
2  is.  210.  222.  223,  23.3,  257.  259, 
2(;it  (sec  also  Kivor  SI.  .losrpli).  St. 
I'icrrc  ( TckamauiioutMi,  Uainy  Lake), 
founded.  247;  La  Verendrye  al.  427; 
Indians  of,  420.  'rekamamlouen,  see 
St.  I'ierre.  'remiscamingue,  03; 
le.iscd.  4.!4,  502.  5u  L  TU  t)mlerogft, 
250.  Vinceunes  (Ouahache).  xii.  424, 
101.  5(»1  ;  founded,  20;  commandants, 
2!>.  117.  410.  128;  su|)plie.s  for,  471; 
cvpcdit  luu  tiom.  259;  utiark  n^ar, 
;!.•:(•,.  Wayne,  built.  MW.  William 
lli-nry.  315.  332,  5u9.  S<"  iiKo  I'osls. 
I'oster  ami  Whitney.       pm  l  »<n  <'«>/»;>er 

/i'«Y/(o».<»  of  fjiikc  SuiKiidV,  252,  3o7. 
"I'onrhe."  vessel,  3.00. 
I'\mvllle  (l^)nuille).  — .  lieutenant.  71; 

couunand.int  at  S(.  Frederic.  4.12. 
Fox,  fts  Indian  totem.  248.  249. 
Fox  Indians,  habitat,  23.  28.  32.  330; 
numbers,  xiv.  2X  149.  150.  152-154, 
107,  108.  172.  1S2.  249,  2."»f. ;  pnrtlet 
ainonc.  28;  vlllngos  <JescrllHMl.  22  24  ; 
resume  of  rolntlons.  xll-xv,  1-7,  100; 
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feared  by  French,  42;  allies,  8,  117, 
111),  128,  191-200,  339;  war  upon,  de- 
termined, xiii,  21,  22,  28,  50,  GO,  64  ; 
•expedition  of  1828,  xiii,  23-36,  61,  02, 
<>4,  143,  IGO;  expenses  of,  63-70; 
refugees,  37,  38,  41,  42;  visit  Klck- 
apoo,  43,  45,  58  ;  demand  French  cap- 
tives, 44-47,  60,  83  ;  kill  Kickapoo, 
47-49,  00,  85;  attacked  by  Kickapoo; 
52-58,  59-62,  85 ;  attack  French  In- 
dians, 63,  68,  70,  318  ;  return  to  vil- 
lages, 64  ;  sue  for  peace,  xiv,  9,  65-70, 
79 ;  harassed  by  neighbors,  xiii,  68, 
70,  80-82,  87,  88  ;  besiege  Winnebago 
(1730),  xiv,  90-100;  battle  in  Illinois 
(1730),  xiv,  100-102,  110-120,  129, 
130,  139-141,  168  ;  attempt  to  escape 
to  Iroquois,  xiv,  110,  113,  114,  117, 
339;  in  extremity,  108,  145;  chiefs 
visit  Montreal,  xvl,  139,  155,  1S2,  184, 
599;  harassed  by  Illinois,  142,  148, 
170 ;    defea.ted    by  mission  Iroquois 

(1732)  ,  148-154,  101,  167,  168,  170, 
172;  beg  for  mercy,  168,  182,  201, 
330 ;    besieged    at    T^ake  Maramech 

(1733)  ,  173,  174;  truce  with  Huron, 
181 ;  war  supposed  ended,  186  ;  affray 
at  La  Baye,  Vllliers  killed  (1733), 
XV,  188-191,  201-204,  206,  207,  254, 
255 ;  retreat  beyond  Mississippi,  xv  ; 
no  asylum  for,  219,  232.  249,  258 ; 
ask  Incorporation  with  other  tribes, 
258;  kill  Frenchmen,  ,T17-320,  330; 
make  false  reports,  323  ;  war  witli 
Illinois,  330,  338,  362,  305,  300,  308, 

.  399,  405;  Winnebago  al>:\ndon.  304, 
383;  restored  to  favor,  385,  404-400; 
affpir  with  Menominee,  401,  405,  400. 
408,  425  ;  with  Ottawa  and  Chippewa. 
417,  422.  425  (for  history  after  1733, 
see  Sauk  and  Foxes)  ;  obaracter  of, 
121  ;  unused  to  snow  shoes.  153  ; 
French  policy  toward,  xlil,  .101,  177, 
182,  183,  185,  189,  255.  250.  258. 
2C0,  275,  338,  339  (see  also  Boauhar- 
nols,  policy  toward)  ;  attacks  on.  in- 
cited, 101-164,  108,  3S2;  defeats 
please  Frencii  king,  154.  155.  lOS. 
177.  184. 

Fox-Wlsconsln  trade  route,  xv.  ()4.  79 ; 

portage,    11,    14,   57,    130;  descriheil. 

24,  25;  skirmish  near,  32.'». 
Fran(iii('lln,  Jeun  Haiitlste.  cartogniplu'r, 

173.  185. 

Frnnsur  de  \'lller,       ,   lieutennnt.  71. 
Frog.  <vs  Indian  toteni,  249.  251. 
Froldpiod.    See  (\)Ulfeet. 


Frontenac,  Louis  de  Buade,  comte  de, 
321. 

Fur-trade,  xi,  xii  ;  companies  for,  xiii, 
10-15,  68,  135-139,  144.  155,  169,  315, 
451-455 ;  ordinances  for,  214,  215, 
233  ;  receipts  and  prices  230-233 ; 
valuable,  265;  falling  off,  298.  299, 
471,  472;  coureurs  des  bois  injure, 
473;  illicit,  275,  415;  at  Deti-oit,  499; 
in  Illinois,  494,  498,  513-515  ;  at  Hud- 
son Day,  246;  at  Oswego,  443,  503. 
See  also  Coureurs  des  bois,  English, 
Licenses,  and  I'osts. 

Gaij.vuet,  — ,  French  admiral.  299,  301. 
Galena  (111.),  lead  mines.  433. 
(JiUines.  — ,  chevalier  de,  at  St.  Fred- 
eric, 432. 

Ciiinnes,  — -.  sieur  de.  at  Niagara,  432. 
Garneau,  Francois  X.,  Ilistoire  de  Can- 
ada, 300. 

Garrau,  Jean,  member  of  Sioux  com- 
pany, 14,  15. 

Gaspe,  Ignace  Aubert  (lit  de,  at  Macki- 
nac, 432. 

Gatlneau,  — ,  killed.  362. 

Gatlneau.  Jean  Baptiste  Duplessls, 
leases  i)ost,  434.  450. 

(iaultier,  Marie  Renee,  CO. 

Gayarre,  Charles,  Histori/  of  Louisiana, 
428. 

Gigner,  — .  at  Fort  Beauharnols.  09. 
(;igui<^res.  — ,  in  Sioux  trade,  135,  138, 
139. 

CJIrone.  — ,  captured.  300. 

(ilst,  Christopher,  at  rickawlllany,  482  ; 

Journals,  280. 
Godefroy.     See  Linctot. 
Godevllle.  — .  Froncli  sea  captain.  304. 
Goguet.   Denis,  merchant,  434. 
Goninconi  t.    See  Sacquepee. 
(ionnor.    N'Icolaa,   missionary   to  Slour, 

15;  returns.  30;  sent  to  Detroit.  441; 

sketcli.  15. 
(loyagouln.    See  Cayuga. 
(Jiantl  rortage.  from  Lake  Superior,  247, 

4  20. 

(Jrnnd  'lerr.\  Ilmon        settle  »t.  431; 

loentlon.  MO. 
(Jrandval.      .  sleur  de.  lltMiteniinl .  71. 
GPMpes.  Sioux  muke  wine  from.  27. 
(iiMssin.       .   (lircelor   i  f    I'reut'h  nilnt. 
234. 

(Jravler.  .lacipies,  Missls.slppi  (ravellor. 
410. 

Great  Cnluniet.  portnge  of.  422. 

Grent    vlllnge.     Iroquois  hcMlqunrtort, 

4.»«S. 


\ 
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Green  Bay   (Wisconsin  city),  188,  189. 

See  also  Fort  La  Baye. 
Grenville  Canal,  312. 
Grignon,  Augustiu,    Recollections,  190, 

398. 

Guienne   (France),  499. 

Guignas,  Michel,  missionary  to  Sioux, 
15,  244  ;  description  of  voyage,  22- 
28 ;  warned  of  danger,  33 ;  leaves 
post,  37  ;  captured,  38-40,  58,  59,  82, 
110,  206;  assists  at  council,  43,  54; 
plot  to  assassinate,  44-40 ;  letters 
from,  40,  GO,  61,  258  ;  escapes,  54,  55  ; 
returns  to  Sioux  post,  244  ;  garden, 
271  ;  council  with,  273  ;  anxiety  re- 
garding, 273,  274  ;  sketch,  15. 

Guillory,  — ,  sieur,  conduct.s  mining  ex- 
perts, 290,  201. 

Guyon,  Marie  Josette,  315. 


Hamlin,  Marie  C.   W.,  Lcycnds  of  Lc 
Detroit,  241. 

Hampshire  County    (Va.),  322. 

Hare,  as  Indian  totem,  246. 

Haverhill  (Mass.),  French  attack  on,  16. 

Havre  de  Grace,  French  port,  309. 

Hennepin,  Louis,  companion  of,  19. 

Henry,  Alexander,  Travels  and  Adven- 
tures, 63,  252. 

Herbin,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71  ;  at 
St.  Frc'dOric,  432. 

Herbin,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71  ;  lieuten- 
ant at  Fort  Chambly,  432. 

Hertel.    See  La  Fresnit^re. 

Hind,  as  Indian  totem,  250,  251. 

Hocquart,  Gilles,  intendant  of  New 
Fran-e,  ollicial  reports,  76,  SO,  82,  87, 
106,  107,  108,  120,  L30,  160,  162.  164, 
167,  187,  191,  213.  215,  230,  233.  236, 
240,  242,  244,  253.  255,  267,  298,  423, 
445,  451,  472,  478;  arrival,  58  ;  ship- 
wrecked, 69;  recalled.  498;  o. tiers  of, 
75,  79,  158,  291;  letters  to,  131,  145, 
177,  1S(;,  201.  2(;3  ,  .supplies  posts, 
133,  293,  470;  Information  from,  154, 
163,  176,  179,  316,  449;  opinions  of, 
157,  190,  411,  418,  446,  500,  504; 
nskcd  f(»r  mining  expert,  234  ;  ap- 
points otlicers.  241,  350,  441  ;  reports 
to,  306 ;  receives  specimens  of  ore, 
308;  objects  to  conces.sion,  327;  wit 
nesscs  doc\iment,  452 ;  lenses  posts, 
433,  434  ;  issues  ordinance,  214 ; 
sketch.  70,  498;  portrait,  frontispiece. 

Holmes,      ,  ensign,  massacred,  13L 

Ilougliton  County   (Mich.),  252. 

Hudson's  Bay  Fur  Company,  156. 


lluet,  Du  Kivau,  French  sea  captain, 
300. 

Huron  (Wyandot)  Indians,  30,  102,  178, 
185,  208,  211,  304,  390,  467,  490; 
habitat,  63,  64,  122,  124,  151,  243; 
numbers,  251;  language,  459;  attack 
Foxes,  148-154,  161,  167,  168,  170- 
174,  177,  216;  truce  with,  181;  hostile 
to  Cliickasaw,  161,  162,  170,  270,  337, 
353,  371,  419,  428,  438,  479,  488; 
peace  witii  Miami,  64,  65  ;  with  T'etes 
I'lats,  65,  281,  331,  339;  accompany 
De  Noyelles,  231,  250;  abandon,  220, 
222,  231,  232,  257;  fear  neighbors, 
xvii,  285,  287-289,  320-329,  331, 
333,  339,  341,  344,  377,  379;  address 
mission  Indians,  279;  desire  to  mi- 
grate, 279-288,  327-329,  331-334,  340, 
345,  350;  averse  to,  353,  358.  3G9- 
371,  377-380 ;  messages  to,  340-345, 
347,  415;  speech  to,  377-380;  band 
at  Sandusky,  331,  378.  440;  at  Grand 
'J'erre,  431,  440;  influenced  by  mis- 
sionary, 413,  414,  431  ;  intrigue  with 
Englisli,  xvii,  280,  350,  414,  446,  447, 
4(;;{,  466;  with  Illinois,  428,  429;  in- 
cited against  lOnglish,  441  ;  raid  Caro- 
lina, 448;  revolt  of,  a.  Detroit,  xvii, 
458-462,  474,  479-483,  487,  490,  491, 
506,  507;  chiefs  at  Montreal,  63,  377; 
death  of,  466.  485;  sketch,  65. 

Ilurou  of  Lorette,  174,  210,  340,  349, 
350,  420;  on  war-path,  218,  228,  232, 
320,  460,  461  ;  at  Detroit,  490. 

Ii:i:i;vir,r.K,  I'ieiic  le  Moyne.  sieur  d',  lo 
Hudson  r»ay,  300;  Newfoundland, 
160  ;  explores  Mississippi,  301  ;  founds 
Louisiana,  10,  180,  435;  sister,  135; 
nepliew,  73. 

Illinois  country,  xvii,  336,  373,  483,  409, 
501;  distances,  56,  07.  513,  51G; 
mines  in,  493,  494  ;  foundatUm  of  set- 
tlement, 512;  fort  in,  xii,  xiii,  18.  110, 
Kil  (see  also  I-'ort  Chart  res »  ;  ntission- 
nries,  255;  l-'rench  settlers.  55.  109, 
110.  ;i.n,  405.  500.  515;  cuni'nrrrp.  55, 
494,  498,  513-515,  517.  51S  ;  exportt, 
514  ;  eommandants,  2.  W.  5.  18.  110, 
179,  213.  405.  428.  479,  4S7,  500.  501, 
TilO;  ganisou,  514-517;  r*'lnforce« 
nu'iits  for.  4:mi,  492;  reinforces  l>e- 
iroit,  W'At  ,  reports  from.  487-4S9  ;  de- 
fenseless. 488.  480,  407  ;  importanc* 
of,  493  498  :  De  Noyelles  pi^sses.  223, 
228;  refugees  seek,  37:  Chickasaw  px- 
pedUlon  from.  259.  310;  French  killed 
In.  317-.320,  330;  Knj;Ush  arrested  In, 
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428 ;  negro  escapes  from,  393  ;  retro- 
ceded  to  king,  14G  ;  should  belong  to 
Canada,  140,  147,  157,  490,  497;  re- 
tained by  Louisiana,  xvii,  179,  180, 
512,  517,  518 ;  documents  concerning, 
xix.    See  also  Kaskaskia,  Cabokia. 

Illinois  Historical  Society,  129. 

Illinois  Indians,  ISl,  180,  243  ;  numbers, 
55,  250,  251  ;  tribes  of,  55,  250,  251  ; 
language,  48,  223 ;  women  marry 
Frenchmen,  55  ;  war  with  Foxes,  xiv, 
XV,  2,  4,  5,  8,  9,  1.,  53,  100-102,  110- 
120,  122,  142,  3  48,  153,  155,  170,  174, 
318,  338,  302,  303,  398,  405;  peace, 
363  ;  war  with  Kickapoo,  39,  40,  48  ; 
peace,  48-52,  54,  55,  60,  02,  86  ;  war 
with  Sioux,  336 ;  with  southern  In- 
dians, 157,  179,  181 ;  attack  Wiscon- 
sin Indians,  183,  184  ;  friendly  to 
Sauk,  200 ;  captive  rescued,  18,  19 ; 
returned,  54  ;  prisoner  made,  228 ; 
chant  war  song,  51  ;  desert  from 
army,  112  ;  embassy  to,  223  ;  visit  Mon- 
treal, 6,  146,  169;  speeches,  309,  170; 
should  belong  to  Canada,  140,  157; 
conspire  against  French,  428,  430,  438, 
487-489,  507;  loyal,  458;  at  New  Or- 
leans, 489.  See  also  Cahokia,  Kas- 
kaskia, Mitcliigami,  and  I'eoria  Indi- 
ans. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  ruhJications, 
131,  419. 

Indians:  census,  245-252;  physical  char- 
acteristics, 23,  28,  56;  diseases,  small 
pox,  172,  173  ;  food,  56  ;  habitations, 
23,  27 ;  material  of,  99 ;  sweating 
lodges,  44 ;  occupations,  hunting,  xl, 
78  ;  agriculture,  xi,  30  ;  mental  charac- 
teristics, 197,  198  ;  ungrateful,  39;  fic- 
kle, 215,  216;  superstitious,  27,  56, 
105  ;  thieving,  56  ;  jealous,  56  ;  treach- 
erous, 121,  201;  Intelligent,  27,  28; 
generous,  50 ;  hospitable,  40,  57,  88 ; 
religious  beliefs,  In  charms,  153,  154  ; 
calumet  dance,  395-200,  483  ;  medicine 
men,  56;  social  customs,  totemism, 
244-252;  marriage,  57,  252;  polygamy, 
57  ;  influence  of  women,  354  ;  slavery, 
42,  49,  55,  89;  feasts,  49,  55;  picture- 
writing,  192-194  ;  warfare,  character 
of,  215  ;  war  chants,  51  ;  peace,  warn 
puni  (porcelain),  43,  422;  calumets, 
23,  24,  43,  45,  49,  50.  53.  54,  88,  170, 
105,  383,  382,  3S9.  392.  390,  403,  403; 
dependence  upon  French,  xl.  xll.  352  ; 
ceremonies  for  removal.  343  ;  offect 
Of  missions  on,  397.  398;  prosent.s  to 


othcers,  42,  49,  89  ;  from  officers,  43, 
55,  63,  82-80,  103,  405,  400,  491,  492; 
expense  for,  400,  439 ;  medals  for 
chiefs,  159,  171,  180,  187,  202,  221, 
:;S9,  390,  392,  393,  396,  406. 
Iowa  (state),  38. 

Iowa.  (Ayouets)  Indians,  xv ;  habitat 
and  numbers,  248  ;  allies  of.  Foxes,  5, 
38  ;  refuse  refuge  to  Foxes,  53,  60,  63, 
200,  218  ;  sketch,  60. 

Iron  Lanks,  French  killed  at,  419. 

Iro<iuois  Indians,  292;  tribes  of,  250; 
chief  village  of,  488 ;  allies  of  Eng- 
lish, 110,  150,  389,  458;  hostile  to 
French,  63,  178,  274,  463,  474,  487, 
500;  allies  of  Foxes,  xiii,  xiv,  3,  5,  7, 
9,  102,  110,  122,  330,  339;  of  Huron, 
280,  281,  2S5,  459;  of  Chippewa,  305; 
seduce  Shawnee,  243  ;  Ottawa  attack, 
389;  favor  French,  42U;  at  Montreal, 
()},  33  1,  3;;7,  338,  42u,  476,  510;  mes- 
sage to,  347  ;  speech  to,  409  ;  visit  Sul- 
pician  mission,  37i  ;  av.'ed  by  French 
convoy,  508 ;  adopt  Longueull,  10 ; 
Joncaire,  118;  small-pox  among,  172- 
175.  See  also  Cayuga,  Mohawk,  Onon- 
daga, and  Seneca. 

Iroquois  mission  Indians,  30,  122,  125^ 
279,  288.  320.  332,  344,  439;  warlike, 
215;  attack  Foxes,  148-154,  101,  167, 
ICS,  370-372,  374,  177,  235-229;  ac- 
company ])e  Xoyelles,  224-229,  231- 
233,  256  ;  abandon,  222,  225,  257  ;  mis- 
conduct. 229  ;  attack  Chickasaw,  220, 
335.  336.  428;  peace  with.  335;  Inter- 
preter from,  355,  42S.  See  also  Lake 
of  Two  Mountains  and  Sault  St.  Louis. 

Islands :  Bois  Blanc,  459 ;  villages  on, 
468,  480,  483.  Cape  Breton,  see  Isle 
Koyale.  Cherry.  2S0.  Clilbaoeuani, 
see  La  Cloche.  Hoty.  liuliau  village 
on,  90,  398.  Jesus.  327.  La  Cloche, 
attack  at,  462.  484,  508.  Mackinac, 
402.  Manltotilln.  245.  253.  462.  Man- 
Kouatlm,  see  ManKouIln.  Mart Inhpie, 
230.  474.  I'rlnoe  IMward's,  see  Isle 
St.  .loan.  San  Pomlnco.  M7.  474, 
500. 

Isle  nux  Nolx.  250.  Grosso  (Detroit 
river),  Huron  to  migrate  to.  2S0.  287, 
412-414.  4.33;  French  to  settle.  415, 
320,  350,  355,  371,  ?S0 ;  undoslrnble, 
431.  Cirosse  (near  MacklnnoK  462; 
Indians  at.  463;  French  kllUnl  nt.  508. 
IVrrot.  commandant  »t.  332.  Uoyale 
(In  St.  Lawrence  Bay).  80,  142.  167  ; 
route  vin,  391.  210.  235;  colony,  30S, 
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Isles  (contiuued)  — 

47G  ;  map,  303  ;  governor,  304.  Roy- 
ale  (Lake  Superior),  copper  iu,  310. 
St.  Jean,  colony,  304. 


James  II  (England),  goes  to  Ireland, 
299 ;  army  of,  434. 

Jaret,  Miami  chief,  485. 

Jarret.    See  Verch&res. 

Jftunay,  I'ierre  du,  Jesuit  missionary, 
278,  370,  413;  sltetch,  370. 

Jesuits,  Relations  (Thwaites  ed.),  2G2, 
274,  279,  290,  312,  314.  See  also 
Missionaries. 

Joannes,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

JoUIet,  Jean  Baptiste,  13G. 

Jolliet,  Joseph,  in  Sioux  trade,  136,  138. 

Jolliet,  Louis,  explorer,  136,  410  ;  daugh- 
ter, 435. 

Joncaire,    Philippe    Thomas,    sieur  de 

Chabert,    lieutenant,    71,    220,    245 ; 

among  Iroquois,  118,  119,  334,  420; 

among   Shawnee,    156,  178,  210,  211, 

242,  243,  260 ;  report   of,  467,    491  ; 

sketch,  118. 
Joncaire,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71. 
Jones  County  (Iowa),  38. 
Jones,  Father  Arthur  Edward,  Atilneau 

Collection,  268,  270,  278  ;  map  of  Kas- 

kaskia  settlements,  428. 
Jumonvllle,  Joseph  Coulon  de  Villiers, 

sieur  de,  211. 


Kahokia.    See  Cahokia. 

Kakalin,  Little  (Petit  Cacalin),  In  Fox 

River,  188,  190,  202. 
Kanra  Indians,  attack  Foxes,  218,  229. 
Kansckor>,  Fox  chief.  43-45. 
Kaskaskla,  settlement  in  Illinois,  18,  55, 

270,  487,  489,  size  495,  sketch,  49 ; 

map  of  district,  428. 
Kaskaskla  Indians,  19,  240;  habitat  and 

numbers,  251. 
Knukauna  (Wis.),  93. 
Keklonga,  Miami  villa  go,  185. 
Kellogg,  Louise  IMielps,  editorial  assist- 
ant, xlx  ;  Index  by,  519. 
Kendall  County  (III.),  129,  173. 
Kentucky,  Indians  of.  04. 
KorlC'rec,  Louis  Hillouart  do,  governor  of 

lioulslana,  512. 
Klala.  Fox  chief,  182;  fate,  210;  wife 

escapes,  210. 
KIckapoo    Indians,    149;    numbers.  55. 
240;  habitat,  38,  222.  .382.  .'185;  allies 
of  Foxes,  2,  0,  8.  42.  58.   109.  249; 
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capture  Frencli,  38,  39,  58.  59,  S2,  S3, 
109  ;  revile  mitisiunary,  39,  40 ;  delib- 
erate on  fate  of  French,  40-48  ;  break 
Fox  alliance,  40-48,  58,  85,  110,  168; 
peace  with  llliuois,  49-52,  54.  55,  60, 
02-70,  109,  170  ;  attack  Foxes,  52-55, 
59-63,  100-102;  110-120;  incited  by 
De  Noyelles,  222,  223,  257  ;  false 
guides,  224,  226 ;  Iroquois  ill-treated, 
229  ;  at  Montreal,  380  ;  speech  and  re- 
ply, 382,  385,  386;  incited  against 
Chickasaw,  387  ;  presents  for,  395  ;  to 
avoid  Oswego,  386,  409. 

Klliou,  as  Indian  totem,  248. 

Kiliskouaki.    See  Kiskapocke. 

King.ston,  Frencli  fort  at,  321. 

Kiuousakis  (Oulnousak),  Ottawa  chief, 
speech,  387,  388;  reply,  391;  attach- 
ment to  French,  389,  391,  408,  480, 
491  ;  sketch,  387. 

Klouanan.    See  Keweenaw  Point. 

Kiskakon,  Ottawa  clan,  245,  251,  263, 
275,  351,  372,  374. 

Kiskapocke  (Kiliskouaki),  >.:iawnee  tribe, 
2(!5. 

Ko(iuois,  French  Indian,  467. 
Kouatkougy,  I'otawatomi  chief,  dies,  365. 
Koutaouen,  an  Ottawa,  390,  393. 


La  B\uiciie,  Peoria  chief,  365. 
Lac  de  la  I'luie,  see  Rainy  Lake. 
Lac  des  I>ols.    See  Lake  of  the  Woods. 
La  rhassalgne,  Jean  Doulllet,  sieur  de, 

135.  i:{8,  339;  sketch.  135. 
La  ('basse,  Pierre,  .Jesuit  superior,  8. 
Lachlne,  257  ;  commandant  at,  135. 
Lacolle,  Monsonl  chief,  418,  421,  425. 
La  Corne  Dubreull,  Francois  Josui''  de, 

ensign,  71  ;  commandant  at  Kamlnla- 

tlqula,  438. 
La  Corne.    See  St,  Luc. 
La  Corne,  Jean  Louis,  sieur  de  Chapt, 

king's  lieutenant  at  Montreal,  11,  14, 

65.  80,  135,  138;  sketch.  65. 
La   Corne.   Louis,   slerir  <le  Chiipt  and 

Terreltonne.     33ft;     commaiulnnt  at 

Mackinac.    448.   450.   451,    402.  508; 

leads   Indian   war   parties.   457.  458, 

460.  461.  508;  sketch.  448. 
La     Demoiselle     (Old     lUllon).  Miami 

chief,  secedes  from  Fort  Miami,  482  ; 

league   against    French.   488;  sketch, 

4  82. 

Lafayette  (Ind  ).  I  rencli  post  ne.ir.  131, 
370. 

Ln  I'orche,  Odawn  chief.  372,  374. 
Lnforest.  Huron  ohVof.  148. 
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La  Fresni5re,  Jacques  Hertel,  sieur  de, 
letter  from,  30,  31  ;  lieutenant,  71. 

**La  Frlponne,"  vessel,  499. 

La  Galette,  at  outlet  of  Lake  Outnrio, 
313. 

La  Galissonitre,  Michel  Rolland  Barin, 
comte  de,  governor  of  Canada,  470, 
471,  482,  490,  491,  502  ;  ability,  xviii ; 
official  reports,  472,  473,  474,  478, 
492,  498,  499,  501,  504,  512;  policy 
toward  Indians,  510  ;  sketch,  470. 

La  Gaucheti6re,  — ,  sieur  de,  captain,  71. 

La  Gorgendi^re,  Joseph  de  Fleury,  sieur 
de,  leases  La  Baye,  435,  450. 

Lahoutau,  IjOuis  Arinand  d'Arce,  baron 
de,  224. 

La  Jenierais,  Christophe  Dufros,  sieur 
de,  returns  to  Montreal,  65-70  ;  sketch, 
GO. 

Lake  County  (111.),  173. 

Lake  of  Two  Mountains,  mission  village, 
148,  107,  172,  225,  220,  279,  282,  286, 
311,  413;  small  pox  at,  175;  Indians 
of,  328,  340,  349,  378.  420,  407,  508; 
adopt  Frenchman,  334  ;  embassy  to 
Huron,  342,  350,  378;  accompnny 
Beauharnois,  346-348,  379  ;  wandering 
Indians  join,  413-417. 

Lrkes:  Ciianiplain,  ]66,  432,  489.  Erie, 
132,  141,  459,  476,  481  ;  needs  vessel, 
107  ;  lacks  harl)ors,  313  ;  Indians  near, 
250,  251,  287.  George,  battle  of,  166. 
Huron,  142,  209,  245,  313,  352.  476; 
barks  on,  106,  map  of,  170;  Indians 
near,  81,  125,  251;  murders  in.  4(59. 
i;ittle,  see  Siindusky  Bay.  Little  Butfe 
des  Morts,  90,  398.  ManitoI)a,  French 
post  on,  471.  Maramech  (Ma  ram  eg). 
Fox  fort  on.  129,  173,  174.  Michigan. 
129;  expedition  on,  22;  aniuents  of, 
27G  ;  portage  from,  322;  Indians  near, 
248-250.  Nlplgon,  246.  Nli)issing.  03, 
81,  209;  i)ortage  to,  315.  Ontario, 
xiii,  251,  476,  487  ;  vessel  wrecked  on. 
321;  portage  to.  313;  route  via.  347. 
Oulnlpigon,  see  Winnipeg.  Tepln,  de- 
scribed. 25  ;  fort  on,  xill,  25.  26.  57. 
58,  67.  77.  I'istakee  (I!I.'>.  173. 
Halny,  post  on.  217,  418,  427.  St. 
rialr,  141.  142,  170.  251.  313.  St. 
Peter,  210.  Sauit  Sle.  Marie.  176. 
Slmcoe.  313.  Superior,  xv.  route  via. 
xvl,  64;  navlgadon  dlMlcuIt,  165;  ves- 
sels on,  166.  176.  237,  310.  311.  313; 
Indiana  near.  246-248.  250.  271  ;  cop- 
per mln.>s  near,  xvl.  S6.  87.  f05.  106. 
165-167.  233  237,  252-251.  ;105,  312; 


copper  on  bottom,  239  ;  copper  island 
in,  162,  262,  290,  310  ;  river  rises  near, 
103,  104  ;  posts  near,  16,  103,  246, 
202,  409,  501,  508.  Winnebago,  cam- 
paign near,  xiv.  Winnipeg,  xv,  104, 
247,  248.  Of  the  Woods,  Indians, 
247  ;  massacre  on,  262,  208  ;  fort  on, 
424,  427. 

La  Lanne,  — ,  sieur,  leases  Fort  Nipigon, 
445. 

La  Mare.    See  Varin. 

"La  Marguerite,"  vessel,  107. 

Lamarque  and  Company,  424. 

La  Marque.    See  Montigny. 

La  Martinit^re,  Claude  Autoine  de  Ber- 
mau,  sieur  de,  ensign,  71 ;  command- 
ant at  La  Baye,  276  ;  sketch,  276. 

Lamech,  Louis,  Illinois  Indian,  117. 

La  Morendiere,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Lamothe  (Laraotte).     See  Cadillac. 

La  Naudi^re.    See  La  I'erade. 

Lancaster  (Ta.),  treaty  at,  506. 

Langlade,  Augustin  Mouet,  cieur  de.  In 
Sioux  trade,  i;'.5,  138. 

Langlade,  Ch.irles,  first  settler  of  Wis- 
consin, 270;  captures  IMckawillany, 
488  ;  Langlade  family,  tr-idition,  xlv. 
See  also  (irignon. 

Langy,  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

La  None,  Zacherie  Bobertel,  sieur  de, 
captain,  71  ;  at  Kaministi(iuia,  16,  426  ; 
disliked  by  Foxes,  16;  news  of.  34; 
sou,  01;  <)i)iuion,  339;  sk?tcl».  16. 

Lanouoltc,  Antoine  liivard  dit.  136.  138. 

La  rcraile,  Cliarles  I"'ran(:oi.s  Xavier  Ta- 
rieu,  sieur  de  (de  la  Naudit^'re),  en- 
sign, 71  ;  accompanies  De  Noyellcs, 
22.3.  226;  commandant  among  Miami, 
3.33,  354;  at  Oiiiatanon.  4S3.  490; 
leads  ex|)edition  to  AValia.sh.  506.  5(iS  ; 
sk(>(cli.  223. 

I. a  I'erade,  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

L.i  rerrh"^re,  Franc.ols  Clement  Boucher, 
sieur  de,  commaiulant  at  Oulatanon, 
433;  at  St.  Joseph.  483:  sketch.  433. 

I, a  Berrlv'^re.  Ken»^  l^o\u'her.  sieur  tie. 
captain.  71  ;  sent  to  I'nrt  Btvmhnr- 
nols.  16,  17,  77.  78;  returns.  l.">.  30; 
letter  from.  ."'.o.  31  ;  sl.ster.  10.1.  .son, 
433  :  sketch.  16. 

I. a  riante.  --,  sieiir  de,  Meutennnt.  71. 

L;i  Bolnte.    See  Chequamegon. 

I-a  r«)rte.    See  Louvlgny. 

La  l'ri^sontAti(»n.  mission  at  Ogdens- 
burg  (N.  Y.),  371. 

L'.\ibre    Croche,    near    Mackin.To.  35'J, 

1      360;  Ottawa  at.  372.  371.  119. 
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L'Argenterie,  — ,  sieur  de,  lioutt-nant,  71. 

La  liichardie,  xlrmand  de,  missionary  at 
Detroit,  101  ;  Indian  name  of,  o40  ; 
letters  of,  279-281,  284-288,  a28-;!;!;;, 
3:;9-341,  344.  348,  370,  371,  412,  431  ; 
loiters  to,  348-350,  377  ;  relations  to 
Huron,  281,  355;  afcompanies  I»eaii- 
liaruois,  370,  412;  opposes  novoruur, 
413,  414,  solicited  by  EiiKli^^li,  414  ; 
return  desired,  401  ;  '^ogh  back  to  De- 
troit, 4(J(>,  481,  487,  401;  ilhiess  of, 
441,  characterized,  355,  441  ;  col- 
league, 459;  sketch,  102. 

"La  Uoche,"  copper  mass,  290. 

La  liochelle,  French  port,  120. 

La  Itonde,  l.,oui.s  Denys,  sieur  do,  cap- 
tain, 71  ;  details  services,  xvi,  299-300, 
308;  prisoner,  ,300,  301;  in  Louisiana, 
301  ;  wounded,  301  ;  mission  to  l!os 
ton,  20,  303-305;  to  Acadia,  :;o3, 
304  ;  in  France,  304  ;  at  Isle  St.  Jean, 
304  ;  commandant  at  (Mieiiuame^on, 
XV,  20,  1G5-1G7,  305;  in  disfavor,  20; 
discovers  copper  mines,  305,  309-315  ; 
plans  to  exploit,  xvi,  IGO,  1G7,  234- 
240,  252-254,  290,  291,  308;  approved, 
170,  177,  187;  builds  vessel,  xvi,  237; 
seeks  copper  island,  290,  .'510  ;  pacilies 
Indians,  277-279,  310;  letters  from, 
234,  235,  2G2,  277,  278,  290,  30G,  308  ; 
returns  to  (Quebec,  311  ;  children  of, 
309,  335;  petition,  335;  death,  xvi. 

La  Rondo,  Louise  Chartior  de,  widow  of 
forej^oing,  leases  Chequameson,  444, 
477,  478,  498,  499  ;  sketch,  477. 

La  Hondo,  Plillii)i)o,  son  of  fore;j;oinK. 
237,  202,  278,  3()8-:'.ll,  335;  succeeds 
father,  3G1  ;  commandant  at  Chetiua- 
mef,'on,  400,  401,  407,  433;  sketch, 
309. 

La  Hondo,  Pierre  I'rancois  I'aul,  son  of 

fore^'oin^'.  309. 
La  Houvilli^re.     See  Michel. 
Ln  Sabloniere.  — ,  sieui  de.  4.'M, 
La  Salle,   l{ohert  Cavalier,  sieur  de.  3, 

19;  granted  l-'ort  Fronteiuic,  321. 
La  Saussaye,  l'hilip)>e  Dai^ncnu  l^ouviile. 

slcur  de,   sent   to   Siinwucc,   ;!2I  ;  In 

shipwreck,  321.  322. 
Laurent,        sieur  de.  commissary.  73-75, 

10(). 

Lnuzon,  Pierre  de,  .Icsuil  su|)crior.  319. 
Laval    do    Montmorency,     I<'ran<;ols  de, 

bishop  of  Quebec,  .'127. 
Laval  Seminary,  lands  of.  .327. 
La  VnKerlo,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant.  71. 

■See  also  VIncennes. 


La  N'.'rendrye,  Jean  Baptisto  de  Varennes, 
sieur  de,  ensi^in,  71  ;  joins  war-party, 
2(;8  ;  massacred,  2G1,  2G2. 

La  \'rrendrye,  Pierre  Gaultier  do  Var- 
ennes, sieur  dc,  lieutenant,  71  ;  plans 
discoveries,  .w,  10.!,  Mn,  144,  418, 
42();  i)osts  of,  XV,  247,  202,  *i27,  433, 
-^50,  471  ;  jKirty  massacred,  201,  262, 
2<;S,  270,  to  be  aven-cd,  2(i4  ;  debts  of, 
-4  24;  lep.iris.  :;;;o,  424,  427;  super- 
sedi'd,  442;  successors,  112,  100;  final 
vo.\a,i,'e,  4(;2  ;  nei)lie\v,  00;  sketch,  103. 

La  N'erendiye,  Pierre  (jiualtier  de  Var- 
ennes, sieur  de,  junior,  405  ;  at  Mack- 
inac, 40S,  409.  47N  ;  i-etui-ns  to  Mon- 
treal.   IT!)  :  skrleli,  405. 

r.aw.  .Joiin,  or^^auizes  comp.mies.  230. 

Lawson,  Pulilius  W,  ()iif<i(j(imi^  at  Me- 
iki.sIki.  ll'.iS  :  llnirc.st  of  the  Jl,<ti  c,  482. 

Lead  minin;;'  on  .M is.-;issippi  Hiver,  433, 
514. 

Le  IJeau,  — ,  voya.:;eur,  2.';7. 

Leborgne,  Paul,  ensign,  4S9. 

L'lOcuyer,  -~,  niessen.:,'i'r  from  Cheqiiam- 

enon,  301.    See  also  M;  -.in. 
L'Fclu'lle,    .lean,    leases    La    P.aye,  452, 

455. 

Le  Due,  Charles,  in  Sibu.v  trade,  13G, 
138. 

Le  Due   Pierre,  in  Sioux  trade,  138. 
Le   Due,    Pliilipj)es,    robbed    by  Indians, 
4  0!). 

I.efebre.     See  Duplessis. 
Lc  Feu  P.leu,  Ottawa  chi<'f,  3o5. 
Lefevre,    — ,  captain  of  vessel,  142. 
Le  Cardeur,  Calherine,  190. 
Le  (iardeur,  Charles,  Canadian  colonist, 
o8. 

Le  Cai'deur,  — ,  ensi;,Mi  in  172S,  71. 

Le  (Jardeur  family,  35.  See  also  Repen- 
liuny,  St.  Pierre,  and  Tilly. 

lA'.L:ras.  -      merihant,  424. 

I.et;ras,  D.miel,  voyai;eur,  270. 

I.euras,  .le.in.  Inlerpret(>r.  290. 

I,e  Crelol,  Wlnnebairo  chief.  272. 

L.   Moyue,  Matlelelne.  13S, 

Le  .Moyue,  Sank  chief.  2'«v,  2."i9  ;  fipokos- 
man,  ."12  t.  .'125. 

Le  .Moyne,  See  lUenville.  Iberville,  and 
LoiiK'iouil. 

l/'Fiilacnac,      .  sloir  de,  e.iptnin,  71. 

"Le  Hubis."  Kind's  slii|..  t2L 

L  lOsperanco.  half  breed.  .311 

LlOspervancho.  l''ran<;ois  de.  sour  do 
Vlllemure.  71.  211. 

l.t'H  »Voir<'(',<j  CamttlU'iivs,  P.11 . 

Le  Sueur,  .Jacipies  Knstache.  .lesuit  mis- 
sionary. 191  2tm. 
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Le  Sueur,  IMerre  ( 'liarli':^,  cxi)lorer,  212. 
Le  Sueur,  — ,  junior,  212. 
Le  Verrier,  — ,  junior,  ensign,  71. 
Llcaouais,  Fox  eliicf,  117. 
Licensos  for  trade,  value  of,  128,  203- 
295,  297  ;  no  sale  for,  440,  450;  issued 
free  of  char^^e,  470,  4  71  :  preferred  to 
leasiu^i  system,  400-412,  502,  504  ;  for 
Illinois,  407,  408. 
Lignery,  Marchand  de,  ensign.  71  ;  expe- 
dition of  (1728),  xiii,  2,  28-35,  121, 
IGO,  100;  at   La  I!aye,  2-5,  89;  at 
Mackinac,  6,  9,  18 ;  expenses  of,  73- 
70 ;   letters,   28,  31-35  ;   warns  Sioux 
post,  33-37  ;  accompanies  De  Noyelles, 
22G;  opinion  of,  4,  339;  sketch,  2. 
Linctot,  Kene,  (iodefroy,  sieur  de,  lieu- 
tenant,   71  ;    commandant    at  Sioux 
post,  138,  139,  151,  168,  109,  178,  207, 
273  ;  winters    at    Trempealeau,  151, 
ICS;  to  write  history  of  Sioux,  252; 
sketch,  138. 
Linctot,  junior,  member  of  Sioux  Com 

pany,  135,  138. 
Lindsay,  Crawford,  translator,  xix,  14  ; 

notes  by,  14,  158,  307,  313. 
Little  Butte  des  Morts,  battle  of,  100. 
Little  Kaukauna  (Wis.),  188. 
Little  Rapid,  near  Niagara,  4G8. 
Little  Rock  township  (Ill.»,  173. 
Livaudi<>re.    See  I'ean. 
Livre,  French  measure,  125. 
"Loire,"  vessel,  301,  303. 
Long,  John,  Voyof/cs,  40f>. 
Longueuil,  Charles  le  Moyne.  baron  de, 
14,  71,  73,  292,  3:{9,  387,  432;  gover- 
nor of  Canada,  2,  8,  10,  10,  17;  of 
Montreal,  10,  511  ;  en  route  to  France, 
107;  commands  Chickasaw  expedition, 
310,  330;  sister,  135;  sketch,  10. 
Longueuil,  I'aul  .Joseph  le  Moyne.  second 
baron  de,  commandant  at  Detroit,  4,32, 
440.  444,  448.  458,  459,  401.  408.  474. 
483;  instructions  for.  4()0,  V^^,  5(i0, 
r>07  ;  reports  from.  483-487.  480  401. 
507,  508:  relieves  Miami.  505;  Illi- 
nois asks  help  of,  4S0;  salary.  444; 
rank,  500;  sketch.  432;  portrait.  292. 
Lorette.  mission  at,  15,  174.  270.  l^)r 
I>orette   Indians,   sec   llurous  of  Lo 
rette. 

Lorimier,  — ,  ensign,  71. 
Ijotbinl<'^re.    See  Chartier. 
Louis  xlv  (Frnnci"),  lUauharnols  reputed 
Ron  of,  7. 

Louis  XV  (I'rance),  signs  communication. 
150. 


Louisburg  (Cape  P.reton),  commandant, 
303,  470  ;  fall  of,  .•;o4,  499. 

Louisiana,  xii,  17,  110,  129.  133,  265, 
474,  4'<0,  404,  405  ;  founders  of,  10, 
180,  4;{5  ;  governors,  2,  29,  31,  122, 
140,  147,  179,  183,  180,  321,  425,  498, 
512;  intcndants,  147,  157,  213.  321, 
451;  retroceded  to  king,  140,  230;  Il- 
linois retained  by.  xvii,  170,  ISO,  321, 
512.  5i;;.  517;  disadvantages  in,  495, 
513;  Indian  trouliles,  147,  180,  186, 
212,  220  (see  also  Chickasaw  and 
Xatchez)  ;  troops  in,  51(; ;  archives, 
xix. 

r.oup  (Maliicani  Indians,  sought  by 
Foxes  as  allies,  xvi,  110;  at  Sandus- 
ky. 459. 

Lonvigny,  Louis  la  Forte,  sieur  de.  4  ; 

exij(>dition  of.  1,  2,  2;:0  ;  death.  304. 
Louvigny,   Francoi.'s  de   la    Forte,  sieur 

de,  304. 

Lusignan,  Faul  Louis  Dazenard,  sieur  de, 

•  lisign,  71  ;  lieutenant.  433;  command- 
ant at  St.  .loseph.  :'-,9.  270;  at  La 
Baye,  433.  4.37,  430;  report,  445,  446; 
skelcli,  259. 

Lynx,  as  Indian  totem.  248. 

M(  (;i;)j,  \V.  .1.,  ,siou(iii  JiKliaii.s'.  42R. 

Macalester  College  (St.  Faul,  Minn.), 
VuntrihittiunH.  xviii,  50.  (;9  105  •>37 
314,  4(;4.  '  ■  ' 

Mackinac  ( Missillimacklnac),  xil.  68, 
0!>.  1(53.  202.  245,  2.50,  202.  424,'  451,' 
453;  location.  22;  route  to,  209;  route 
via.  13.  2(12.  336:  expeditions  reach, 
xoi.    22,    .ll,    230;    (iutfit    at,  73- 

•  o.  100,  ];;8;  food  supj)Iy,  loa ;  ad- 
vantages. 134.  242;  Indians  nt.  30  6,"^ 
so.  20S.  209.  210,  232,  245.  40.3.  \l<l, 
457:  settlers.  270;  fur  trade.  214:  II- 
ceiisev.  5(M  :  coureurs  des  hois.  1.  •J74- 
27(5:  eommandrtnta  at,  0.  0.  ;n.  Os.  75, 
S7.  los.  112.  l.-»0.  lOO.  too.  Ui;, 

ISS.  2t»r.  24.V  25T,  274.  322.  35  L  303,* 
•'<;».  ••:«;7.  :!73.  432.  448.  4.53;  inis.sloM- 
iiries  ;.(.  15.  2rA,  370.  410;  blnck- 

MDltlis  at.  :;72-37.'i.  410.  423.  424  ;  oon- 
<l'ii"i.s.  i;;2.  444.  448.  440.  407.  400. 
501:  lmitorfai!e(>  ,.f.  470.  5ns  :  Mnr- 
iu  visits.  30.3.  425;  omlM^ssy  nt.  342. 
378;  Ottawa  villngo  removo<1.  351-353, 
307  300.  410;  Indian  saluted  nt.  32.1; 
r»>volt  at.  xvll.  402-405.  475.  47S,  470, 
482.  493.  5(t.S-5l2;  reinforced.  '  xvlli 
500;  lleet  from.  407;  sale  at.  150,  100; 
attack  on  Fuirllsh   (1703).  370. 
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Mahican  (Mohegan).    See  Loup  Indians, 

Maine,  Indians  of,  192  ;  Historical  Soci- 
ety Collections,  45G. 

Maisoncelies.    See  Mazieres. 

Malespine,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Mallery,  Garricls,  Picture  Writing  of 
Nortfi  American  Indians,  192. 

Mamalioelfisigo,  Cliippewa  chief,  484. 

Mandich6,  I'otawatomi  cliief,  101. 

Manliate.    See  New  Yoric. 

Manitoba,  rebellion  in,  275. 

Maramech.    See  Lalce  Mararaeg. 

Maray,  Louis,  French  officer,  355.  See 
also  Chauvignerie. 

Marcasite,  mineral  ore,  300,  307. 

March,  Col.  Joliu,  besieges  Port  Koyale, 
302. 

Margane.    See  Vincennes. 

Margry,  Pierre,  Dcconvcrtcs  ct  ttahlisse- 
mcnts  des  FrunQuis,  xviil,  S,  10,  15,  22, 
28,  77,  135,  247. 

Marin,  Pierre  I'aul,  sieur  de,  393,  401, 
425 ;  in  Sioux  company,  14,  15  ;  aids 
Winnebago  against  Foxes,  88-100 ; 
pacifies  Upper  Country,  xvi,  315-322, 
325,  330,  33G,  404,  407  ;  commandant 
for  Sauk  and  Foxes.  39G,  398,  402, 
405,  40G,  438 ;  for  Winnebago,  400  ; 
Sioux  visit,  390,  397,  420,  438;  influ- 
ence witli  Sioux,  403,  404  ;  instructs 
Menominee,  408 ;  Indians  accompany 
to  Montreal,  xvl,  324,  329.  301,  3G2, 
397,  400-402.  420,  421,  43G  ;  speeches 
to,  318-320,  32.'{,  324,  300,  3G2  ;  letters 
of,  302,  3G3,  400,  422,  425 ;  popular 
with  Indians,  398,  422  ;  recall  ordered, 
41G;  ability,  xvi,  317,  3G3,  3G4,  41G, 
421,  422,  440;  Illness,  330;  absence, 
3GG ;  visits  Mackinac.  303  ;  to  redeem 
captive,  427 ;  requests  leave  of  ab- 
sence, 430 ;  successors  of,  437,  439  ; 
death,  301  ;  sketcii,  315. 

Marin,  Joseph,  ablliMes.  430,  440; 
sketch,  315.    See  also  La  Perri^^e. 

Mnrin  (Morand),  — ,  half  breed,  315. 

Marraette,  Joseph,  calendars  by,  ivlll. 

Mar(|uel(e,  l^ither  .laccpios,  explorer.  419. 

Mnrtel,  — ,  commissary  (1728).  100. 

Mnrlinenu.  Jcun  I'liilippi*.  <//f  St.  Oimo. 
481. 

Mnrlinenu,  Pierre,  IvilltMl  in';ir  HiMroK. 
481. 

Mnsanne,  KIcknpoo  village.  222. 
Mnscouthi  Indians,  140.  108;  niimbprs. 

249;  allies  of  Foxes,  2.  0.  .''»S.  109; 

aHslst  In  capture  of  ■'"rench.  37.  38,  58. 

50,  100  ;  killed  by  Foxe.s.  47,  00  ;  pence 

with  Illinol.i.  40-52,  54,  02.  110,  100. 

r  r.:^ 


170;  war  on  Foxes,  59-02,  100-102, 
110-120;  174;  accompany  Guiguas,  54, 
55,  110;  killed  by  mistake,  270;  on 
warpath,  322  ;  settle  among  Ouiatanon, 
330  ;  Winnebago  refuge  among,  383  ; 
incited  against  Chickasaw,  387  ;  visit 
Montreal,  380;  speech,  382,-  383;  re- 
ply, 380  ;  presents  for,  395  ;  to  avoid 
Oswego,  380,  409  ;  history  of,  382. 
Maskontepoels.  See  Sioux  of  the  Prairie. 
Maskoutins  i'oiiaues.  See  Sioux  of  the 
I'rairie. 

Mason,  Edward,  Chuijtcrs  from  Illinois 

lliHtorij,  19. 
Massachusetts,  wars  on  Abenaki,  305. 
Maugras,  — ,  sieur,  leases  Kaministlquia, 
444. 

Maurepas,    Jean    Frederic  I'helypeaux, 

comte  de,  I'l,  02.  159,  305,  309. 
Mayomba,  Mascoutiu  chief,  383. 
Mazit^res  de  Maisoncelies,  — ,  sieur  de, 

at  Fort  Frontenac,  -132. 
Meadow  of  Mascoutlns.    Indian  settle- 
ment at,  382,  383,  385,  417,  448. 
Meaupon,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  301. 
Mekaga,  Fox  cliief.  319.  ;r.'0,  400.  408. 
Mekinac,  Ottawa  chief,  204,  480  ;  honors 
for,  340;  rival.  387;  si)(ech.  389,  390; 
reply,  392 ;  presents  son.  389 ;  prom- 
ises fiuellty.  490-492;  of  doubtful  loy- 
alty, 408,  491  ;  sketch,  389. 
Mekissilin,  I'otawatomi  chief,  393,  391. 
Meloise,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 
Memidokay.  PotawalomI  chief.  390. 
Memphis  (Teiin.).  French  fort  at,  310. 
Mriiard,  — .  Interpreter  at  Sioux  fort.  57. 
Menasha   (Wis.).  .308,  482. 
Menominee     <l'olIes    Avoine)  Indians, 
nuniliers.  218 ;   fort  among,    88,  89, 
315;  allies  of,  403,  408;  join  Ligncry, 
,M.  32;  Vllliers,  100,  202;  messengers 
to    Sioux    post,    32-34.    30,    37.  41; 
I'rench  among.  01  ;  war  with  Foxes, 
5.3.  0.'{,   (>S,   70.   80.  81.   S8-l(m.  303; 
with  Illinois,  184:  befriend  .^,nik  and 
Foxos.  203.  27.":  kill  Foxes.  .nOO.  -ini  ; 
offer   restitution.  401.  405-lOS:  vhft 
Montreal.  322.  329.  410.  4  21  ;  .«!peecliC8. 
325.  ;;20.  331.  390.  101.   102:  InvUod 
to  migrate.  425;  fur  trade  with.  ■^,^2 
Mt''olnkl.    See  Milwaukee. 
Mes;»lger    (Messager),    Charles  Michel. 

missionary  at  St.  Joseph.  102. 
Mexico,  trade  with.  '401. 
Miami  Indians,  17S.  185.  213.  250.  200. 
400;  numbers.  250:  hnbltnt.  RO.  114. 
131.    240;    vlllngo    sltoa.    IS.%.  485; 
sinnll  pox  unionu.   173.   175.   ISO;  %o 
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cession  of,  185  ;  return,  211,  243  ;  in- 
cited against  Claickasaw,  181,  214 ; 
peace  with  Huron,  G5  ;  request  union 
witli  Shawnee,  186 ;  to  attack  Sauk 
and  Foxes,  213,  257  ;  on  Chickasaw  ex- 
pedition, 29,  320 ;  intrigue  with  Eng- 
lish, xvii,  29,  131,  133,  475,  481-484  ; 
treaty  with,  506 ;  influenced  by  Nico- 
las, 484,  485  ;  revolt  against  French, 
xvii,  484,  485,  487,  492,  505,  506. 

Michel,  Ilonore,  sieur  de  La  Rouvillifere 
et  Villebois,  135,  138,  451,  455,  459, 
465-467;  sketch,  451. 

Michigan,  upper  peninsula,  352 ;  copper 
mines  in,  165-167,  234-240. 

Milwaukee  (Meolaki),  Indian  village, 
362,  363;  Sauk  and  Foxes  nt,  404,  437. 

Minas  (Acadia),  French  inhabitants,  303, 
304. 

MIncheokima,  Ottawa  chief,  351. 

Minneapolis  (Minn.),  site  of,  36. 

Minnesota,  Indians  of,  GO;  Jlistorical 
Collections,  246. 

Mlnot,  French  measure,  125. 

Missllimaklnak.    See  Mackinac. 

Missionaries,  Indian  appelation  for,  xil, 
39,  45,  50,  284  ;  among  Foxes,  6,  8, 
248;  among  Sioux,  xiii,  4,  5,  8,  9,  15, 
135,  244,  273,  274  ;  among  Abenaki, 
191-200;  at  Mackinac,  253,  278,  370; 
Detroit,  101,  270-288,  348-350,  355, 
413,  414,  441,  459,  4G6,  481,  487,  491  ; 
in  Illinois,  51,  55,  133,  255;  at  St. 
Joseph,  102;  at  Kaministiquia,  418, 
426;  Jesuit  superior,  8,  195  ;  influence, 
xil,  24,  197,  198;  intrigue  In  govern- 
ment affairs,  413,  414,  431  ;  receive 
blacksmith's  wages,  423 ;  desire  as- 
tronomical instruments,  9,  10  ;  massa- 
cre of,  261,  202.  See  also  mission 
colonies  Caugbnawaga,  Tiiike  of  Two 
Mountains,  T;a  PrC'Scntntlon,  Lorette, 
a.ul  Sault  St.  liouis  ;  also  Jesuits  and 
Uocollrcts. 

MIsslssagua  Indians,  numbers,  245,  251  ; 

habitat,  125,  313,  362;  messages  to, 

198,  345-347;  mingle  In  Detroit  dim 

cnltles,  279;  at  war  with  Sioux,  362; 

In    Mackinac    revolt,    462  ;  conspire 

against  French,  463,  508. 
Mississippi  Company.      See  Company  of 

tlie  Indies. 
MlsslsHlpi)l    Country,    Frencbnien  killed 

In,  402.     Seej  also  Louisiana. 
Missoiirl   Indians,    Join  Illinois  against 

r'oxcs,  115;  enemy  of  Foxes.  218,  229, 

366  ;  post  among,  222. 
Mltasses,  as  Indian  prosonts.  84,  85. 


Mitchigami,  Illinois  tribe,  250. 
Mobile  (Ala.),  Indians  near,  122;  officer 
at,  428. 

Moliawk  (Anier)  Indians,  108,  457,  482. 
Mohegan.    See  Loup  Indians. 
Moingona  Indians,  224. 
Monier,  Jean,  leases  La  3aye,  452,  455. 
Monsonl  Indians,  numbers  and  habitat, 

246 ;    to   avenge   French,    264,    268 ; 

peace  with  Sioux,  403  ;  war  party  of, 

418,  426,  427. 
Montbrun,  Ren6,  Jean  Boucher,  sieur  de, 

member  of  Sioux  Company,   15,   16 ; 

leaves  post,  37  ;  escapes  from  Kicka- 

poo,  44,  58,  59,  60  ;  ill,  59  ;  sketch,  15. 
Montbrun,  Jean  Baptiste  Boucher,  sieur 

de,  member  of  Sioux  Company,  15,  16  ; 

escapes  from   Kickapoo,    44,  58,  59  ; 

aunt  of,  58  ;  sister,  103  :  sketch,  15. 
Montbrun,  R6n6  Jean  Boucher,  sieur  de, 

15. 

Montcalm,  Gozon  de  V,t.  Veran,  Louis 
Joseph,  marquis  de,  73,  477. 

Montcour,  — ,  ensign  de,  71. 

Montigny,  Jacques  Testard  la  Marque, 
sieur  de,  captain,  71  ;  at  Mackinac, 
159,  100,  184  ;  sketch.  159. 

Montigny,  Jean  Baptiste  Testard,  sieur 
de,  160. 

Montmeron.    See  Sevlgny. 

Montmlc'y,  — ,  ensign,  71. 

Montreal,  54,  122,  230,  313,  431,  433, 
4;{4,  460,  479,  483;  governors  of,  10, 
65,  135,  292,  335,  435,  451,  456;  ex- 
peditions from,  1,  22,  28.  231,  316,  456, 
462,  403;  company  foriue<l  at,  14,  135- 
140;  distance  from  Illl.iols,  56;  Indian 
chiefs  visit,  xvl.  6,  40,  62-05,  130.  146, 
146,  155,  249.  257,  258.  263.  275,  315, 
319.  320,  32.3-326,  329,  334,  343,  361- 
3(;3,  371.  372,  380,  3S7.  ;"n3.  396.  416, 
420.  426,  4-^7,  466.  493,  508.  510;  war- 
l)artlos.  457.  458,  463;  Mackinac  fleet 
j\rrlves,  407;  missionaries  nt.  254, 
371;  Huron  to  migrate  to.  2S.V287  ; 
smallpox  nt,  175;  S(.  Mary's  College 
nrchlvos.  22.  101. 

Moose  (OrlglnaU,  as  Indian  totem,  240. 

Moras,  DIdaoe  Mouet.  sieur  de,  ensign, 
71;  In  Sioux  trade,  135.  138. 

Morlals,  Breton  town.  76. 

Mornny,  Louis  Frangols  Duplessls  de, 
bishop  of  Quebec.  158. 

Mouchy  d'Oqulnooiirt.    -.  ensign.  71. 

Mouet.    See  Langlade  and  Morns. 

Mount  Trenipenleau.  151.  ICS. 

Muskegon.  Indinns  nt,  803. 
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Musseaux,    Clmrlos  .Tosoph  d'Aillehoust, 

sieur  de,  327. 
Musseaux  brothers,  wounded  at  I^a  Bayo, 

190. 

May,  Jacques  I'ierre  Daneaux,  sieur  de, 
ensign,  71  ;  commandant  ;it  Fort  St. 
Josepli,  183,  232. 

Namewilixi  Indians,  24G. 

Narcy.     .See  St.  Vincent. 

Natchez  Indians,  uprising;  of,  122,  147, 
157  ;  remnant  rofui^e  witli  Cliiclcasaw, 
1G2;  defeated,  179,  ISO;  expedition 
against,  212,  270;  abandon  Chiclca- 
saw,  220;  on  Washita,  220;  unsub 
dued,  429. 

Natoecqueha.  Jliami  chief,  500. 

Nan,  Lub  Francois,  Jesuit  missionary, 
letters  from,  215,  273.  274,  312,  314. 

Navarre,  Itol)ert,  appointment  at  De- 
troit, 241. 

Nequiouamin,  Ottawa  Indian,  403. 

New  Brunswlcl<,  Indians  of,  192. 

Newfoundland,  expeditions  to,  100,  ^',02, 
303. 

Now  England,  route  via,  07,  142  ;  condi 
tlons  in,  205,  200;  cruises  near,  300, 
302;  embas.sy  to.  303;  raids  Into,  450, 
50H.  See  also  Jloston  and  Massachu- 
setts. 

New  l<'r!inre.     See  T'finnda. 

New  Mexico,  mines  of,  4  2.S. 

New  Orleans,  founded,  ISO;  onicijiis  at, 
5,  157.  512;  c!iai»l:iin,  51;  message 
sent  to.  321  ;  expedition  from,  LSI  ;  r(V 
Inforcements  from,  4s;9  :  entiepot  f(U- 
iliinois.  55,  497.  5i;;.  511;  distance 
from  Illinois.  51<;. 

New  York,  inuians  of.  11!):  raids  into, 
450;  ('nhniidl  Dociniirnt.-i.  xvili,  S.  2], 
05,  77.  140,  208.  242.  2  15.  279.  :;52. 
3S2.  400.  4  39.  441.  4  40.  447.  451.  4  50. 
400,  475,  47S.  4Xt,  492.  505. 

Niagara,  portage  a(.  ;:i:;.  .'Ml.  347.  lOS. 
4.S2;  n»ute  via,  170,  .ISO.  .",.S7.  390.  44.3. 
457.  40.0.  5(),S.     See  also  I'ort  N'Ingara. 

"Niagara."  vessel  on  Cre.il   Fakes.  .3'.'!l. 

Nicolas.  Huron  ciiict.  plots  against 
l''rcncli.  x\  il,  2SO.  :;s7.  \r,s  :  ad 

dress  to  I'^renclt.  •J^.".  J^",.  :>,  \\ .  ;M  I  ; 
n>essa,g«'s  to.  377.  4n5  ;  revolt  of.  I's 
402.  4  79- IS  1.  4S  1  ISO 

NIcolel.  .h-an,  grandson  of,  li'.5. 

"NliMiporl ."  vessel.  300. 

Nlnsotln  (Two  lu'arlsK  Sioux  cliief. 

N'lpissln-  In»llaus.  habitat.  O:'..  .SI  ;  at 
nii.s.sloti.  41:'..  410:  jvs  pilols,  .",F-'.  voy 
ageiirs.    5(».s  ;    on    \varp;ilb.    12 1 .  209. 


L'17.  :;2u  ;  iuiormatioii  from,  207,  223; 

attacked  by  Illinois,  184. 
Xiverville.  — .  en.<ign,  71. 
.\oIan,  diaries,  270. 
Nolan,  Jean  Daptiste,  270. 
Xontaes.     See  Onondaga. 
X(jntagaronche,  Iroipiois  ciiief,  225,  229. 
Xormauvilie.  — ,  ensign.  71. 
\ova  Sc(jiia.  i'nglisli  name  for  Acadia, 


Ouoi.TKi.   --,  mining  engineer.  .*>i)7. 

0  ("ailaghau,  K.  V..,  editor  of  .\.  Y.  Co- 
tunidl  Dncii incuts,  notes  by,  245,  352, 
:!SL'.  45S.  459,  402,  492. 

Ochagach,  an  Indian,  map  by,  lo3.  104; 
f.icsimile.  lo2. 

Oiidensburg  (X.  V  i.  .'mI. 

Ohio,  Indians  of,  04. 

Okeia,  war-chief,  kilh-d.  114. 

Old  Briton.  .Miami  chief.  See  Fa  Dem- 
oiselle. 

Omaha    i.Mahaj    Indians,  7S. 

OndcchaoiiMsiy.  Indian  title  of  Father 
Fa  Kichardic.  .340.  ;;4F 

Ouiskaouis,  Cliippewa  chief,  351. 

Onnontate,  Xlpissing  chief,  258,  259. 

Onond.ig.i  (Xontai-)  Indian.s,  visit  Mon- 
treal. 0  1.  4L'o;  attack  'i\;t"s  Flats.  334. 
.'^ci'  ;il>o  lr(i(jii()is. 

Ouonguissci.  I'otawatomi  chief,  mes.sage 
of,   4  9o,  492. 

(Miontio.  Indian  title  foi'  governor  of 
("aniid.i,  lo.  42.  5o.  51.  It5.  90.  08.  09, 
149.  270;  polii-y  toward  Sauk.  223; 
in  I  en  lions.  l."l,  25S  ;  authority.  405  ; 
nu'ssagrs  to.  :'.21.  :;<;j  :  Irotjiiols  visit, 
154;  l  ox  chicrs.  .-'.l'.!.  :;2o,  :'.2;'..  398, 

,■'99. 

( )ntu  :ikingniak,  mission  chief.  220. 

Ontatlonou6.    See  Tlonnontate. 

( )iiniy.iouy.   I 'ot  a  w.i  t  omi  chief.  ".9."..  .'194; 

preseni   to.  '.\'M\. 
()ranL;c.     Sci>  .\lbany. 
Orufvillc.     .Sec  i  >■<  )|-m>\  ille. 
<  >l'li:ltu»  1.     .See  Moose. 
( troiitony.    .S(«e  .Niroliis. 
( >sa.'^e   Indians.  515. 

( iskenia  nel  lluoii     Indian^.   IriI.e  of  Fhip- 

pew  :i.   ■_'  I'l. 
Oswc^'o   ( ( 'hoiieu:lHMn .  Kii;:lish  post.  21, 

:;|5:    fnr  tr.ide  at.   443.   5o;i  ;  brancij 

bon-hl.  .i-S:  F.uawafond    visit.  3rt.'^ ; 

Seneca.     l-'<»;    Detroit     Didliin.s.  446. 

117;  Ottawa  women.  3'.>.3  ;  shooUl  he 

avoided.    317.    352,   3S0.    4o9  ;  nb.in- 

doned.  4  70  :  fall  of.  7.". 
oto  lutliH-ns.  Missouri  amonc.  2FS 


Peoria] 
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Otolinois,  C'liippewa  chief,  oGl. 

Ottawa  (Outaouais)  Indiaiibi,  G,  .'50,  loi. 
122,  2uS,  211,  4(;7  ;  habitat,  124,  14S, 
508  ;  uLmibers,  2ir),  251  ;  clans,  245, 
251.  2(i.-'.,  275,  351,  ;;T2,  .'574  ;  attaclv 
Foxes,  G8,  SO,  81,  80-J)l,  04,  100,  14!l, 
172-174  ;  Cliiclvasaw,  181,  182,  :',:n, 
3G0  ;  Sioux  attacli,  323,  325,  329  ;  hos- 
tile to  Huron,  xvii,  270,  2S4,  285,  287, 
289,  32G-329,  331,  333  ;  friendly  lo 
Sauk,  25G,  2G0,  203,  275 ;  to  Sioux, 
317 ;  to  Shawnee,  2SG,  333 ;  on  war- 
path, 333,  33G,  3G3,  375,  377.  388, 
416,  422,  435,  4G1  ;  accompany  Li^- 
nery,  31,  33;  N'illiers,  100;  do  not 
join  De  Noyelles,  232;  visit  .Montreal, 
G3,  208.  325,  320,  3G7.  ,371  ;  si)eeches, 
325,  334,  372-374,  387-300;  replies, 
374-377,  390-393;  presenls  lor,  322; 
messages  to,  345-347.  351-.",5;'..  40.';; 
desire  to  migrate,  351-;{53,  3G7-.3G0, 
41G;  at  Saginaw,  221.  313,  40.*;.  410: 
at  I'Arhre  Croche,  372,  374,  410;  at- 
tack English,  448;  urge  lidelity  to 
French,  425,  458  ;  consi)ire  against, 
xvii,  403,  407,  475,  481.  487.  500; 
loyalty  doubtful.  4  80,  400.  4  01  ;  revolt 
at  Mackinac,  402-405,  403;  repentant. 
400,  485  ;  messenger  to  governor.  480, 
490,  491;  chief  killed,  190;  messen- 
ger from,  328;  desire  peace.  221:  in 
triguing,  217,  305. 

Otter,  as  Indian  (olem,  248,  240. 

Ouabachas.     See  Wabaslunv. 

Onabassoban.     S<'e  Chat  r.lanc. 

Ouabichagan,  Illinois  chicM",  17(t. 

Ouaca\itap('',   Sioux   cliief.   .".7.   271.  420, 
421. 

Ouasl'.iouly,  Sioux  chi(>l',  42o. 

Ouachala,  Fox  chief,  .3,  4,  0  ;  daughter 
ransomed,  .">00,  400,  400,  421. 

Ouasado,  I'otawatomi  chief.  300. 

Ouasicouteton,  tribe  of  Sioux," 420. 

Onasse  (Ouace),  tribe  of  ('hipi)ewa,  247. 
437,  438. 

OUataounsego,  118. 

OuC'nguf',  Indian  clilef.  118. 

Oulal.'inon  (Wea)  lndij».ns,  178.  isi.  |S5, 
417;  tribe  of  .Mi;imi,  20;  lial>ll;it.  50; 
route  via,  55.  lol.  110.  222;  rd.i 
tion  to  I.ouislana,  133,  147;  trade 
with  Fngllsh,  1.31,  l.'J.'l;  march  against 
Foxes,  xlv,  111,  115;  promise  aid  to. 
115;  hostile  to  OhlcUasaw.  170,  181. 
214.  220,  204.  .380.  3.S1.  384,  ^87: 
visit  Montreal.  03.  380;  speech.  .380. 
.381;  reply,  .383.  384;  iireseiits.  .305; 
affray  ;\.ni(H)g,  20  1.  210  212,  243.  244, 


201  :    influence    on    Miami,    ISO;  to 

avoid    Oswegt;.    .'ISO,    4oO  ;  Mascoutln 

settb;  among,   330;   missionary.  370; 

sai.ill  pox.   175,  ISl  :  may  revolt.  484; 

loyal,   4 S3,  5()0  ;    do   not  use  canoe3, 

;;si,  .".s4. 
(inik'aliuy  Indians.  247. 
Ouilauiek    (Wilamek.    Oulamex),  I'ot*- 

waliimi  cliief,  .33,  ;;00. 
( )uiskoub;t,  Kickapoo  Indian,  30.  40. 
Ouoileciiase,  .Menominee  chief.  320. 
(Jutaouais.     See  Oltaw.a. 
OutreU-aii.     See  1  r(  )ut  releau. 
Oiiycnamcgousy,  117. 


r.\r.A.\ii»s.  captured,  300. 
rallr.'v.  .loim  (J.,  Illstnrii  of  Xar  Eng- 
Id  ml.  305. 

ramitoltc,  locality  near  Mackinac,  352, 
.300. 

Tapinakois  Indians,  habitat,  240. 
rai)issa,   Indian  messenger.   114,  115. 
I'aris,  archives  of  New  France,  xviii,  1, 
424. 

I'arkniau.  l'"ranci.s.  Half  CiiitiDH  of  Con- 
/lid.  1(13:  Moiitcnim  (iiiil  Wolfe,  490; 
OhI  h'r'/iiiir  ill  ('(iiiikI'i.  40;  L<i  Snfle 
<i/iil  (Ik   Discorctif  of  the  Grcdt  West, 

10(1. 

I'arsons.  ( "a.t  iu'rine.  270. 
I'artri'ge,  as  Indian  tocem,  240. 
I'atchipao.  Sauk  chief,  daughter  of,  399, 

1 11(1.    loo  :  medal  for.  100. 
I'ays  rial,  on  Lake  Superior.  400, 
I'can  (misi)rin(cd  I'eau  ia  texti,  .Taccpies 
liughi»s.  sieur  de  I.ivaudiere.  captain, 
71  :  at  Detroit,  205.  200.  20S,  209.  211, 
211.  250,  200;  to\\i\  ma.jor  of  Quebec, 
2(t5.  200  :  sou  of,  205  :  sketch.  205. 
I'e.inguichias.    See  I'iankashaw. 
I'echicanuMigoa,     Kickapoo    chief,  plots 

ag;iinst  I'renrh,  44-40. 
I'cmaho.  chief.  400. 

I'rmoiissa.   Fov  chief.   5.'?:    wife   of.  53. 

5  1  :  killed  i-y  KicKaiioo.  5  1 
I '.■•mous^a-,  jnnlor.  1<"<' 

I't-ndalonnn.  <>ltawa  chief,  nfl'alr  of.  :'01, 
:!(;i  .'.( I<'''«:    rcpiMiinnt.    .".08.  410. 
no.   120.  400  :  .11  Muske'-'on.  .'»•'.  I  ;  at 
Montreal.  100. 
ren\jsylvania,     traders   from,    xvii  :  In- 
dians of.  04  ;  sends  embassy  (<>  West- 
ern Indian.^.  4.82:  French  post  In.  lOG  ; 
reh».tlon   to   Charlb-r.    IV.'A  :  r.,;.on'(jl 
A'r cfMf/.s.  5(m;. 
rei\tc;;oet.   \nlssiot)   at.  105 
I'eoria   (111  t.  Indian  \lll..4;e  site.  337. 

!T1 
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Peoria  Indians,  Illinois  tribe,  48,  49,  52  ; 
habitat  and  numbers,  251  ;  on  war- 
patli,  115,  305,  300;  attacked,  33G, 
337. 

Perier,  — ,  governor  of  Louisiana,  20, 
122,  147,  157,  179;  attacks  Natchez, 
220 ;  incites  attack  on  Cliickasaw, 
102 ;  superseded,  179,  180 ;  sketch, 
147. 

Perigny,  — ,  sieur  de,  captain,  71. 

Persillon,  — ,  lieutenant,  71. 

Petikokia,  tribe  of  Ouiatanon,  visit  Mon- 
treal, 380-382,  385 ;  incited  against 
Chickasaw,  387  ;  to  avoid  Oswego,  380, 
409. 

Petit,  Etieune,  member  of  Sioux  Com- 
pany, 14. 
Pewabic  (Mich.),  252. 
Pheasant,  as  Indian  totem,  249. 
Phelypeaux.    See  Maurepas. 
Pliilbert,  — ,  ensign,  71. 
Piankashaw   (i'canguiciiia)   Indians,  50, 

111,    337,    300;    attack    Foxes,  115; 

Cliickiisaw,  220;  message  from,  140; 

allies  of,  243  ;  small-pox  among,  175. 
Picliou,  name  for  lynx,  248. 
Picknwiliany,    Mi:imi    village,  founded, 

xvii  ;  fate  of,  482. 
Picquet,  Francois,  Sulpician  missionary, 

371 ;  prepares  for  Huron,  413. 
Pllemont,  — ,  son  of,  305. 
Pilemou,   Potavvatomi    chief,  393,  394  ; 

present  to,  390. 
Pimithouy,  Peoria  town,  attack  on,  330, 

337,  3(;2,  300  ;  chief  of.  305. 
I'indlgaclu',  wounded  chief,  114,  117. 
Piqua  (Ohio),  Indian  town  at,  482. 
Piscot,  Etienne.    Recollect  superior,  tests 

copper  ore,  230. 
Pittsburg,  trading  post  near,  3.'!1. 
I'Jacentia     (Newfoundland ).    La  Uonde 

visits,  300,  302,  303;  governor  o**,  302, 

3();j. 

Plover,  as  Indian  totem,  251. 

Porc-epic.  Miami  cliicr.  1X2. 

Point  Checpiamegon,  247.  See  also  Fort 
ClnMj\iamegon. 

Point  Keweenaw.  Indians  n(>ar.  247. 

Pouinu'roy,      ,  ensign,  71. 

Pontlac.  conspiracy  of.  l.'H,  509. 

Porlneuf,  Tierre  Holiineau,  Kieur  do.  com- 
mandant among  Sioux,  1.15;  at  Fort 
Frontenac,  432;  sketch,  135. 

Porlneuf,  Uene  Uoblneati.  sieur  de.  l:{5. 

Port  IJoyal.  besiegetl,  .'{02  ;  surrendered. 
100,  302:  Fi'ench  intrigues  nt.  303. 

Posts.  location,  xll  ;  to  he  leaseil,  xvl, 
Xvil,  409  412,  442,  473,  002,  5(T3  ;  dis 

r  .las  1 


advantages  of  leasing,  xvii,  01,  409- 
411,  442-440,  449;  Euglisli  profit  by, 
443,  503  ;  yield  no  revenue,  470,  47C, 
502,  503  ;  licenses  for,  502,  504  ;  sup- 
plies for,  471  ;  scarcity  at,  449,  457, 
503;  commandants  (174:5),  432,  433; 
list  of  leased  posts,  4;i3-4:;5,  502.  See 
also  I'^orts  and  Licenses. 
I'ot,  Frencli  measure,  120. 
I'otawatomi  (I'ottawattomie,  I'outoua- 
tamis,  i'oux)  Indians,  G.  32,  207,  208, 
2(;o;  habitat,  02,  124,  148,  149,  249, 
337,  501,  504  ;  numbers,  249,251  ;  Onon- 
tio's  eldest  sons,  249  ;attack  Foxes, 100- 
102,  111-120,  172-174,  210;  Chick- 
asaw, 181,  182,  337,  305,  300  ;  Ottawa, 
221;  hostile  to  Huron,  xvii,  279,  287; 
befriend  Sauk  and  Foxes,  202,  275  ; 
allies,  403;  war  parties  of,  222,  231, 
394,  398  ;  message  to,  345-347 ;  visit 
Montreal,  02,  394;  speech,  393,  394; 
i-eply,  .'>94-.';t)0  ;  wrongly  accused.  393, 
40(J;  blacksmitii  among,  394,  410; 
small-pox  among,  173;  faithful  to 
French,  xvii,  479,  481,  483,  500,  507; 
wavering,  485,  480;  conspire.  403, 
408.  4S7  ;  delegates  visit  governor, 
489-4  9  L 

Potier,    Pierre,    missionary  at  Detroit, 

459  ;  plot  against,  474. 
Pouan  Inidans.    See  Assiniboin. 
I'oudret,   Antoino,  331. 
I'oudret,  Vincent,  messenger,  331. 
Foutchitaouy,    locality    near  Mackinac, 

352,  300. 
I'oux  Indians.     See  Potawatonii. 
"I'rofoiul,"  vessel.  301. 
Pnants.    See  WinneKago  Indians. 


(>i'r,iii:r  (city),  xiii,  xix.  447.  511  ;  mis- 
sion near,  279;  fortillcations.  292;  dis- 
tances from.  305 ;    La  Uonde  visits, 
:;05  ;  Indian  chiefs  at.  323,  4S7.  493; 
prisoners  at,  ISl.  302,  303;  town  ma- 
j(»r.  205.  200;  Chnleati  St.  Louis  nt, 
434;  s.Mnlnury.  327:  defrnse  of,  303; 
siege.  .32.3.  4S9  :  capture.  315. 
Quebec  (province).  459:  arcbives.  1.  9. 
(Julcapoux.     See  KIckapoo. 
(}ulno»u;ak.     See  Kiuousakls. 


K.MMnArT.  Mnrle  .Joseph.  35.'!. 
UamcKay.  (Mnude  de.  327. 
Katney.ny,  KH/.abeth  do.  44S. 
i:.nneRay,  Louise  fJonevU'^vo  de.  LT4. 
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Ramezay,  Jean  Baptiste,  sieui*  de,  lieu- 
tenant, 71 ;  captain  at  Nipigou,  432. 

Raymond,  Count  de,  commandant  at 
Louisburg,  477. 

Raymond  (Kemond),  — ,  ensign,  7I ;  lieu- 
tenant at  Niagara,  432 ;  memoir  of, 
474-477  ;  sketch,  477. 

Rapide  plat,  near  Niagara,  314. 

Rasle  (Kale),  Father  Sebastien,  Jesuit 
missionary,  305. 

Reale,  — ,  French  sea  captain,  299. 

Reaume,  I'ierre,  Fox  interpreter,  24,  57, 
119,  120. 

Recollects,  in  Canada,  236. 

Rdel,  Jacques,  pensioner  of  Fox  war, 
254,  255. 

Renards.    See  Fox  Indians. 

Renaud.     See  D'Arnaud. 

"Renommee,"  French  vessel,  301. 

Repentigny,  IMerre  le  Gardeur,  sieur  de, 
71,  190 ;  commandant  at  Mackinac, 
188  ;  nephew  of,  226. 

Repentigny,  — ,  lieutenant,  killed  at  La 
Baye,  189,  202,  226. 

Repentigny,  — ,  clievalier  de,  465 ;  en- 
sign, 71  ;  at  St.  Frederic,  432. 

•Richard,  Edouard,  Acadia,  304 ;  Report 
on  French  Archives,  xviil. 

Richard  Pierre,  member  of  Sioux  Com- 
pany, 15,  135,  138. 

Richarville,  ■ — ,  ensign,  71. 

Riel,  Louis,  rebellion  of,  275. 

Rlgault,  Arnaud  de,  brother  of  Vaudreuil, 
456,  458. 

Rlgault.    See  Vaudreuil. 

Rigauvill>,  — ,  sieur  de,  lieutenant,  71. 

Rivard.    See  Lanouette. 

Rivau.    Sec  Iluet. 

Rivers:  Alleglieny,  331.  An  Glalze, 
132.  Aux  BoMifs,  French  captured  at, 
38,  58,  59,  206.  Black  (La.),  see  Wasli- 
ita.  Black  (Mich.),  copper  mines  oii, 
xvi,  165,  306,  307,  311,  315.  Bois 
r>rule,  xvi.  Carp  (Mich.),  352.  Clior 
okeo,  see  Tennessee.  Colorado,  104. 
Columbia,  103.  Connecticut,  119.  Des 
Moliu'K,  38;  Foxes  near,  223,  224,  231. 
Detroit,  map  of,  141  ;  island  in,  288. 
Fox  (111.),  129,  173.  Fox  (Rennrda, 
Wis.),  14,  23,  24,  57,  189;  rapids  In, 
93,  188;  Indians  on,  xvi,  249;  vil- 
lages, 398.  French  (dos  Fran<;alsT, 
321.  Grand,  see  Ottawa.  Grand 
(Mich.),  307.  Great  Miami,  xvll,  330. 
387,  475,  482.  Holland  (Out.).  313. 
Iludsou,  119.  Illinois.  48,  54.  129,  269. 
270,  322,402.  loufichelnnon.  see  Wnhnsh. 
Of  Iowa  (AyouB), see Wapaipltiicon.  Iron 

f  r>no 


(Piouabic,  Mich.),  mines  on,  xvi,  2o2, 
253,  307,  310-312.  Kaministiquia, 
426.  Kankakee,  see  Theakiki.  Kan- 
sas, 218.  Of  Kickapoo,  see  Rock. 
Kiakiqui,  see  Theakiki.  Kiepigon, 
185.  Little  Miami,  185,  475.  Louis- 
chita,  see  Washita.  Maumee,  portages 
of,  132  ;  French  post  on,  xvii,  131,  482, 
483 ;  Indian  village,  105 ;  English 
visit,  481.  Menominee  (Wis.),  89. 
Michipicoton,  246,  437.  Mississaqua, 
245,  Mississippi,  xiii,  xv,  xvi,  129,  151, 
224,  243,  406,  419,  489,  494  ;  source, 
104  ;  alHuents,  231,  322,  330  ;  explored, 
301  ;  described,  25,  57  ;  navigation,  37, 
38,  57,  146,  496,  514-517;  Indians 
visit,  42.  Missouri,  tribes  on,  218, 
260 ;  fur-trade,  514.  Moingona,  see 
Des  Moines.  Muskegon  (Mich.),  351. 
Nipigon,  246,  437,  499.  Ohio  (Oua- 
bache.  Belle  Riviere,  Beautiful),  xvii, 
50,  245,  280,  316,  330,  419,  476;  sig- 
nificance of  name,  181,  280;  Southern 
Indians  settle  near,  261  ;  Shawnee, 
156,  243  ;  Huron  village  on,  4Su.  360, 
507  ;  to  migrate  to,  414  ;  English  set- 
tlements on,  441,  515 ;  traders  plun- 
dered, 448;  Celeron's  expedition,  207, 
475,  489.  Ontonagon  (Tonagau)  rap- 
ids of,  240;  copper  mines  on,  xvi.  165, 
234-240,  252-254,  263,  290,  306-308, 
310,  311,  314  ;  "La  Roche"  on.  290.  311, 
Orapigianing,  xS5.  Orinlal  (Original), 
314.  Ottawa  (Grand),  148,  209,  367, 
511;  Long  Sault  of,  312;  tributary, 
63;  portage,  422;  mines,  311,  312; 
tribes,  near,  249,  250;  seignoiry,  327. 
Ouisichitas,  see  Wasliita.  Pestckouy, 
see  Fox  (III.).  Pigeon,  portage  from 
Lake  Superior,  247,  426.  Pine  (Mich.), 
352.  Piouabic,  see  Iron.  Pomnie  de 
(Mgnc,  see  Wapslpinicon.  Bock  (III.), 
boundary.  452;  Indians  on.  38,  320, 
362,  36.".,  400,  404.  407  ;  French  offi- 
cer stationed  at,  315.  318,  323,  330. 
Sable  (Mich.),  270,  484.  St.  Anne 
(Mich.),  Bce  Iron.  St.  Anno  (Ind.). 
SCO  WliKc.  St.  Croix,  xvi.  St.  FnmrlH 
(Ark.),  rendezvous  nt.  321,  322.  St. 
.losoph,  128.  186;  portage  from 
322  (see  also  Fort  St.  Josepin.  St. 
Lawrence,  U>4.  210;  prls«iners  escape, 
493,  nil.  Sandusky.  185.  2S6,  Sns- 
katchewan.  160.  Scioto,  vlllaffC  on, 
480,  4SS.  Severn  (Ont  ),  routp  vl«, 
313.  Sk\ink  (Iowa).  38.  Swan  (lown>. 
pee  Wapslpinicon.  TonncRsoe  (l^'hcro- 
kee),  330.  417.    Tbenklkl  (Hnnkake*. 

] 


Wisconsin  Historical  Collections  [Rivers 


RivuKS  (continued) — • 

Kiakiqui),  322.  Tippecanoe,  485. 
Tona^joii,  see  Outonaj^on.  Wabash,  129, 
131,  331,  419,  489  ;  poi  ta-e  to,  132 ; 
tribes  on,  370,  483,  487,  490,  50G ; 
posts  on,  29,  178,  494  (see  also  Forts 
Oulatanon  and  Vincennes)  ;  Freucli 
killed  on,  181  (see  also  Ohio).  Wapsi- 
pinicon  (of  Iowa,  Pomme  de  Cigne, 
Swan),  Sauk  and  Fox  near,  37,  38,  200, 
223;  French  ollicer,  310.  Washita 
(Black,  Loulschita,  Ouaschitas) , Natch- 
ez fort  on,  220.  Wea  (Ind.),  131. 
Of  the  West,  103,  104.  White  (Ind., 
Kiepigon.  St.  Anne),  185,  458,  501. 
White  (Ohio),  Huron  on,  280,  387, 
480 ;  Iroquois,  474  ;  English  traders, 
474-476  (see  also  Sandusky,  Little 
Miami,  White  Oak  Creek).  Wisconsin 
(Ouisconsin),  34,  57,  150,  184,  200; 
described,  24,  25  ;  route  via,  14  ;  port- 
age, 57;  considered  a  boundary,  11, 
13G ;  Indians  on,  37,  149,  330,  303  ; 
council  on,  300 ;  attack  on,  305,  300 
(see  also  Fox-Wisconsin  route). 

RiviCres :     Blanche,   see  Sandusky 
White  (Ind.  and  Ohio).  Longue, 
scribed  by  Lahontan,  224.  Noire, 
Black  (Mich.).  Sans  Fourchos,  see 
Moines. 

Robertel.    See  I^a  Noue. 

Rochefort,  French  port,  299. 

"Rocher,"  Illinois  site,  3,  0.  100,  110 
Foxes  posted  near,  xlv,  xv,  110-11": 
129;  Illinois  tribe  near,  183,  184,  251 
30G. 

— ,  witnesses  docninent,  70. 
Harbor,  2S7.  329. 
— ,  ensign,  71. 


and 
de- 
see 

Des 


Roobert, 
Rondeau 
Ron  vi  lie, 


('hris(i)phe 


SI. 


Sabukvois  SiiioioNvir-r 

332;  ensign,  71. 
Sabrevois  de  Bleury,  ('lenient,  71,  332. 
Sabrevois    de   Bleurv.   .T;u'qu<>s  Charles, 

332. 

Sac(iuei>t''e.    .loiichiiu,    sicur    de  (lonln 
court,    nx'ssengt-r,    400,    408;  at 
Baye.  425. 

Saginaw  (Mich.),  location.  508;  Indians 
at,  251,  308,  .".7.!,  370.  403.  410;  revolt 
of,  402,  403,  408,  508.  509. 

Sagueiiay,  mission  at,  418. 

St.  Ange.     See  Charley. 

St.  Ange,  Jean,  sleur  de  Hellerlve.  com 
mandant  in  Illinois.  10.  130;  attacks 
l^oxes,      110-120.    l.')5 ;  clrcunwenls 
Sauk,   112;  slain  by  ( 'lii(M<asa w,  259; 
sketch.  110. 
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St.  Ange,  I.ouis,  sieur  de  Bellerive,  com- 
mandant at  \'incennes,  419,  428; 
sketch,  419. 

St.  Clair.    See  Benuist. 

St.  Francois  du  Lac,  mission  of,  191,  1^1, 
199. 

St.  .Tohns  (Quebec),  commandant  at,  259. 

St.  John's  (Newfoundland),  captured  by 
French,  3u2,  30.';. 

"St.  Joseph,"  vessel,  191. 

St.  Leger,  Cour!)on  de,  French  sea  cap- 
tain, 300. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.),  expedition  against,  323. 
St.  Luc,  Luc  de  la  Corne,  sieur  de,  goes 

to  Mackinac,  509. 
St.  Malo.  l-'rench  port,  235. 
"St.  Michael,"  mission  among  Sioux,  22. 

See  also  Fort  Beauharnois. 
St.  Michel.  — ,  sieur  de.  lieutenant,  71. 
"St.  Michel,"  vessel,  299. 
St.  Onge.    See  Martineau. 
St.  Ours,  — ,  sieur  de,  captain,  71  :  with 
De  Noyelles,  223,  220  ;  commandant  at 
Fort  Frontenac,  432  ;  sketcli,  ^3.  See 
also  Deschaillons. 
St.  Ovide  de  Brouillan, 
Newfoundland.  '.)0'2  ; 
Royale,  303,  ;!04. 
St.  Pe,  Jean  Bapllste 
Mackinac,   253.  370: 
329.  339,  340,  412,  414;  SKctch,  253. 
St.  Pierre,  Jacijues  le  (Jardeur,  sleur  3e, 
(Mislgii.  71;  exploits  mines,  105.  187; 
(•(mwnandant  at  Fort  Beaulmrnois.  223, 
244.    258;    evacuates.    204.  207-274; 
coMunandanl  at  Fort  Miami,  428,  433; 
commands    against    Chickasaw.  31G; 
sui)pri'sses  Mackinac  revolt.  401.  405, 
47S.  479,  508-511;   linguistic  ability, 
105;  characterized.  5o8.  509;  sketch, 
1(;5.  i(;o. 

Pierre.  Paul  le  Cardeur.  .sie\ir  de, 
.■ommaiidant  at  Che(i\iamei:on,  105, 
100, 

S(.  N  iunMit.        sieur  de.  captain.  71. 
.SI.  Vimonl.  Henri  .\IImmI.  slenr  de  Nar- 
t  y.  enslun.  71  :  commandant  nt  Oulu- 
(anoii.   r_'s  :  of  convoy  for  Ma<"klunc. 
5()'.V 

Salm(>u,         iul.'n(la.u(  ot  Loui.siana.  U7. 

I.-.7.  ".T'.K  :;-M. 
Saluioii    Falls    (X     H.i.    Froncli  att.ick, 
135. 

Salt  snuigjilers.    transp<M  ted   to  Can.nd.i, 

:;12  :  as  colonsts.  171,  P.M) 
"Same/.tWac."  vessel.  303 
Sandusky  (OhloL  location,   459;  Huron 
bti.nd  at.  xvll.  2S0,  2.sa.  331,  343,  378, 


— ,  expedition  to 
governor  of  Isle 

de,  missionary  at 
;   letters  to,  328, 
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458,  459,  408,  479,  480,  485,  507  ;  re- 
turu  from,  440 ;  Beauhai-nois  visits, 
370;  English,  480;  Miami,  481;  depu- 
ties to,  490;  French  murdered  at,  400. 
474,  500. 

Saratoga  (N.  Y.),  attacked,  ;jl5. 

Sastaretsy,  Huron  title,  279,  chief  at  De- 
troit, L'79,  message  from,  283,  349, 
377-380 ;  on  war-patli,  401;  loyal  to 
French,  343,  458,  4C0  ;  death,  279,  343, 
400,  485  ;  sketch,  279. 

Sauk  (Sac,  Sacque,  Sakl)  Indians,  mem- 
bers, 249;  habitat,  xv,  8,  03,  l(tl,  111, 
114,  140,  156,  109,  178,  183,  189,  222^ 
249 ;  allies  of  Foxes,  2,  4,  6 ; 
capture  Foxes,  32;  attacked  by,  90, 
101,  202;  by  Illinois,  184,  305, 
306;  befriend  Illinois,  337,  302,  300; 
befriended  by  French  Indians,  250, 
200,  275;  betray  French,  xlv.  111, 
112,  110;  kill  Villiers,  xv,  188-191, 
201-204,  200,  207;  seek  refuge,  200; 
to  be  conciliated,  203,  204,  209,  210, 

217,  218,  222,  228,  231,  250.  258;  may 
desert  Foxes,  207,  210,  218,  219,  227, 

228,  231,  232,  258  ;  visit  Montreal,  xvl, 
63  ;  promise  peace,  9  ;  return  captives, 

229,  305 ;  hereditary  chief  of,  399 ; 
woman  marries  Frenchman,  372. 

Sauk  and  Foxes  (after  1733),  xv ;  seek 
refuge,  200,  257,  259,  200;  vengeance 
upon,  208-210,  212-214;  Do  Noyelle's 
expedition,  xv,  2i5-2;{;{,  255-257,  200, 
203,  275  ;  :Missonri  and  Kansa  attack, 

218,  229;  danger  from.  274;  befriend- 
ed by  French  Indians.  275  ;  beg  for 
mercy,  20;{.  321.  325;  speeches,  317- 
320,  324.  325,  334.  302,  39(5.  398-401, 
408;  oppose  return  to  La  Baye.  315- 
317,  319,  320,  302,  3(53;  new  villages 
of,  398,  404,  405.  437;  remain  at 
peace,  L<6,  330,  302,  4o4  ;  war  party 
of,  303;  make<  peace  wl^li  .Sioux.  ;{18. 
401  ;  with  Chipi)ewa.  4()7  ;  visit  Mon- 
treal, 324,  320,  330.  390.  398,  421  :  re- 
quest return  of  hostages,  399.  400,  4()0. 
421;  granted,  402.  4.80;  French  i)oIley 
toward.  420,  435-430;  presents  for. 
430;  proml.se  fidelity,  425;  trade  with. 
452;  attack  on  Illinois.  \:\o :  on 
Ouas.se.  4:57,  438;  coiuniandant  for, 
300,  308.  410. 

Sault  des  Uecollecis.  vlil.ige  near  .Mon 
treal,  124. 

Saulteur  (Sau(eur>   Indians,  see  Cliippe 
wa. 

SnuK  Sie.  Aniolne.  See  I'alls  of  St. 
Antlion  V. 


Sault  Ste.  Marie,  3o0,  310,  311  ;  map  of, 
402  ;  portage,  313  ;  Indians  of,  246, 
300,  422,  425,  420;  revolt,  5o8  ;  let- 
ters from,  202,  290;  vessel  l)uilt  at, 
237. 

Sault  St.  Louis,  mission  colony,  arrange- 
ments for,  420;  missionaries,  15,  215; 
small-pox  at,  175  ;  Indians  from  on 
war-patli,  124;  against  Chickasaw, 
183,  328  ;  accompany  De  Xoyelles,  215, 

210,  220,  227;  lieauha rnoi's,  340-348, 
379  ;    relations   witli    Detroit  Huron, 

279,  281,  2«2,  280,  331,  332,  340-342, 
349,  350,  378  ;  adopt  Frenchman,  3;54  ; 
at  Sandusky,  459;  reputation  for 
prowess,  215  ;  insul)ordina(e,  229. 

Savannas  Indians,  240. 
Sclienect.idy  (X.  Y. ),  Frencli  attack  on, 
159. 

Schoolcraft,  Henry  Howe,  Indian  Tribes, 
245. 

Schuyler,  Col.  I'eter,  captured,  73. 
"Seine,"  vessel,  301. 

Senat,  Antoine.  .Tes>uit  missionary,  slain 

by  Chickasaw,  259. 
Seneca    (Sonontouan)    Indians,  habitat, 

280,  408  ;  famine  among.  337  ;  allies  of 
Foxes.  118,  119;  attack  Chickasaw, 
337;  intrigue  with  Miami,  482;  with 
Detroit  Huron,  280.  348,  340;  visit 
Detroit,  4(51;  Montreal.  20  r,  420; 
ciiief  maltreated,  4(58.  See  also  Iro- 
quois. 

Senneville,  — ,  sieur  de,  71. 

Seuiunille.  — .  junior,  ensign,  71. 

Sermon ville.    See  Sa1)revois. 

Sc'rotchon,  Winnebago  eliief.  407. 

Serpent,  as  Iiulian  lolem.  250. 

Sevigny.  .\h)ntmer«)n.  nKir(|iiis  de.  oflicer 
at  IJrest.  299. 

Shawnee  (Chaounon)  Indians,  3(>4  ;  num- 
bers, 250:  tribe  of.  2(54;  village.  4S0, 
487;  migratlon.s.  3.31.  383.  417.  448; 
relations  to  nelghbor.s.  185.  ISO.  210, 

211,  21.'!;  negollatlons  with  French, 
1.'.5.  150,  178.  2  1  0.  2(50;  visit  Mon- 
treal. 04.  L'.O.  .'{.'IS  :  nban«bu>  Fngllsh. 
3.')1  ;  to  remove  (o  Ohio.  I.'O.  18.'>.  180. 
2i;{;   lo   Detroit.   2(hl,   2>»2,   2S5.  286. 

;;;ii.  ;;;!;;;  visit  l>eiroit.  2(51.  4so.  4S4  ; 

eoinnumdr.nt  among.  212.  .'521  ;  Inlhi- 
l  ueed  by  Chartler.  ."..'Il  ;  Mnglisli  In- 
lrig\u'  with.  417.  ■420.  5(>7  :  conspire 
a',Minst  I'reneli.  487.  4S0 ;  pliinder 
Fuglish  traders.  448;  sketch.  G4. 

Shea,  .lohn  C. ihnary.  Vovlu  Voiioijm  on 
the  MisHiHuippi.  25.  23. 

Sicnrd.       .  etislgn.  7L 
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Sinago,  Ottawa  clan,  245,  251,  203,  275, 

351,  372,  374. 
Sintez,  Sioux  chief,  397,  402. 
Siouan  tribes,  60. 

Sioux  (Sciou,  Nadouaissious)  Indians, 
numbers,  247,  248  ;  habitat,  57,  169, 
247,  248  ;  hunting"  grounds,  136,  268  ; 
road  of,  184  ;  language,  56  ;  character- 
ized, 27,  28,  50,  57  ;  wars  of,  16,  allied 
with  Foxes,  xii,  7,  8,  10,  21,  37,  259, 
318,  330,  339,  430;  to  be  detached, 
xiii,  3-7,  33,  30,  430  ;  post  to  be  found- 
ed, xiii,  18,  22-28  (see  Fort  Beauhar- 
nois)  ;  alarm  at  flre-works,  xiii,  27  ; 
company  for  trade,  10-16,  68,  135-139, 
144,  155,  109,  315  ;  later  trade,  452 ; 
missionaries  among,  xiii,  4,  5,  8,  15, 
135,  241,  271,  273,  274  ;  refuse  refuge 
to  Foxes,  53,  62,  78,  2()6 ;  guard 
French,  60,  64,  66,  68  ;  at  enmity  with 
Foxes,  117,  143,  325;  war  with  Ciiip- 
pewa,  xvi,  264,  268,  272,  273,  277,  310, 
329,  336,  442;  peace,  401,  403;  war 
with  Cree,  418;  peace,  160,  263,  403; 
war  with  Winnebago,  271-27."'>,  360, 
361  ;  peace,  403  ;  war  with  Ottawa, 
323-325,  329,  336,  375,  377,  397  ;  with 
Illinois,  336,  362;  peace  made  for,  403, 
407,  420,  441;  allies  of,  403,  407;  af- 
fair with  Ouasse,  437,  438  ;  killed  by 
enemies,  29,417,422,  425  ;  relations  witii 
French,  177,  178,  244,  201,  429,  435- 
439;  chiefs  at  Montreal,  xvl,  6,  212, 
315-318,  301,  397,  421;  sue  for  peace, 
277,  278 ;  speeches,  323,  344,  300, 
390,  397,  401,  408 ;  reproached  for 
treachery,  402,  403  ;  request  host;igos, 
397,  404;  granted,  421,  425,  43() ; 
promise  fidelity,  425;  presents  to,  4 :'>'.) ; 
re(iuest  French  oflicor,  397,  401  ;  visit 
Marin,  396,  3f»7,  410.  420;  accompany, 
4;U) ;  allaciv  on  La  ^'(?rendrye's  party, 
261,  262,  208;  treacliery  toward 
French,  269,  270,  426,  427  ;  history  of, 
252.    See  also  Assinil)oin. 

Sioux  of  tlie  Lakes,  277. 

Sioux  of  the  I'rairie  ( Mnskontepocls. 
Mnsk(Hi(ius  roilancM),  259.  20S,  270, 
277. 

Sioux  of  the  AVoods.  270.  428. 

Six  Nations.    See  Iroquois. 

Slate  mine,  near  Orlnlnl  IMver,  314. 

Smithsonian    Insl  i(  ut  ion.    copper  dans 

ferred  to.  290. 
S'onontounn  Indians.    S(m»  Senocn. 
Soufli  Kctul  (Ind.),  portage  at.  322;  In 

dian  site.  382. 
Squirrel,  as  Indian  totem.  2  2nL 


Stag,  as  Indian  totem,  247,  248,  249. 
Steward,  J.  F.,  129,  173. 
Stone  Indians.    See  Assiniboin. 
Straits,    St.    Mary's.     See   Sault  Ste. 
Marie. 

Sturgeon,  as  Indian  totem.  246. 
Subercasse,  Daniel  d'Augcr  de,  command- 
ant at  I'uit  Koyal,  302. 
Sulpician   missionaries  in   Canada,  .158, 
371. 

Suite,  Benjamin,  note  by,  371  ;  Uistoire 

(Ics  CaiKidiciis  Ftanfjais,  103,  509. 
Sun-dials,  277,  278. 

"Suzanne  Frauc/oise,"  French  'I'essel,  300. 


'rABiTTiTis  Indians,  see  Abittibi. 
Tahakc,    Huron    cliief,    intrigues  with 

Fnglish,  468. 
Tanierois  Indians,  Illinois  tribe,  59,  133, 

251. 

'i  anguay,   Cyprian,   Rcp(  i  toire  Gcncrale 

till  Clcii/6  Canadicn,  236. 
Tarieu.     See  La  I'erade. 
'I'ayatchatin,   Huron   chief,   message  of, 

283  ;    on    war-path,    461  ;    loyal  to 

French,  343,  458;  death,  460. 
Tchichaakaue,    I'otawatomi   chief,  393, 

394  ;  present  to,  396. 
Tennessee,  Indians  in,  102.  • 
Teplcourt     (Tepicon),     Miami  village, 

485. 

Terrebonn''.    See  I^a  Corne. 
''Vstard.     See  iNfontigny. 
TOtes  de  Boule  Indians,  habitat,  03,  245, 
246. 

Tttes  I'lates  (Flathea^l)  Indians,  Iro- 
qiiois  name  for  Southern  tribes,  250; 
numbers,  2.-.() ;  attacks  on,  182,  333, 
;^:;i;  alliance  with  Huron,  280,  281, 
;i50,  Ml;  ou  war-i)ath,  288.  341  ; 
peace  with.  \VM,  339.  4  14,  417;  con- 
spire against  I'^rench.  40.3. 

Theouatakoute.  Seneca  chief.  420. 

Three  Kivers  ('I'rols  lUvic'^resi.  governor 
of.  10,  31.  73.  112.  202.  432;  mission 
near,  191  ;  news  <if  oivptlves'  escape, 
51  L 

Tliwailes,  Ueuben  (•..  <)ri<iimil  Juutnah 
of  Lvtrifi  (iml  Clark  /.'/■/»<••/« /loii.  279; 
lUn  lit  Wrstcni  Ti  n  vol h.  132.  280.  419, 
137.  409.  4S0.  r»07  ;  Jesuit  lirlntions, 
202.  274.  279.  200.  312.  314. 

Tilly,  rierre  Noel  lo  Gnrdeur.  sieur  de. 
intendant  of  (^nnnda.  58. 

Tionnontate  (Tobacco  Huron.  \\y.<>ndot> 
Indians.  250. 

Tobacco  Huron     See  noiinonl.ite. 
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Tonty,  Alphonse  de,  commandant  at 
Detroit,  35,  36. 

Tonty.    See  Desliettes. 

Tonty,  Henri  de,  La  Salle's  lieutenant,  3. 

Tonty,  — ,  sieur  de,  letter  from,  322. 

Toronto,  significance  of  name,  314  ;  port- 
age to,  313,  314  ;  French  fort  at,  321  ; 
museum  of,  313.  See  also  Fort  Ilou- 
ill<?. 

Tortoise,  SkS  Indian  totem,  249,  251. 
Totire  (Tutela)  India,ns,  habitat,  250. 
Toulouse,  French  port,  304. 
Toussaint,  in  Sioux  trade,  135,  138,  139. 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  303,  304. 
Trempealeau   (Wis.),  French  fort  near, 
151,  168. 

Trent,  Capt.  William,  Journals,  482. 
Trinity  (La.),  Natchez  near  site,  220. 
Trois  Rivieres.    See  Three  Rivers. 
Tutela  Indians.    See  Totire. 


Unitkd  States,  Bureau  of  Ethnology  Rc- 
ports,  192,  427  ;  Land  Commissioner's 
Report,  252. 

Upper  Country  (Upper  Lakes),  condi- 
tions in,  xl,  xvi,  107,  142-147;  100, 
201,  242-244,  315-318,  335-338,  410- 
423  ;  440-443  ;  orders  for,  260-202  ;  In- 
dians of,  xi,  1,  CO,  04  ;  census,  245- 
252  ;  wars  in,  300-300  ;  troops  needed 
for,  205;  trade  of,  450,  471  ;  revolt  in, 
xvli,  450-409,  478-492,  505-512.  See 
also  Fur-Trade,  Coureurs  des  Bois, 
Posts,  etc. 

Varbnnes.    See  La  Verendrye. 

Yarin,  Jean  Victor,  sieur  de  la  Mare, 
councillor,  434. 

Vaudreuil,  IMiiUppe  Riguult,  marquis  de, 
governor  of  Canada  (1703  25),  1,  2, 
194,  195,  282,  30:5-305,  342,  344, 
304,  379,  503  ;  dt.ith,  2  ;  sketch,  1. 

Vaudreuil,  Pierre  l<"'ran(;ols  Rigault  tic 
Cavaguhil,  nianniis  de,  cn|)talii,  71  ;  on 
Fox  expedition,  31  ;  brings  copper  oie. 
80;  governor  of  Loulslnna,  489,  501, 
512-519;  of  Canada  (1753-00).  450. 
512  ;  sketch,  31,  512. 

Vaudry,  — ,  voyngeur,  237. 

"Venus,"  vessel,  302. 

Verchferes,  Jean  Jarret,  sieur  de,  lieuten- 
ant, 71  ;  captain,  432  ;  comnuuulnnr  n\ 
Mackinac,  274,  270,  373  377,  410.  450. 
422,  425,  432;  nt  \a  Baye,  404  ;  lelfor 
from,  424  ;  suppresses  Mncklnftc  re 
volt,  405-407  ;  sketch.  274. 

Ve^ch^rey,  Madeline  de.  defends  fort.  274. 


\ermillion,  as  Indian  present.  83,  86, 
100. 

"Vespre,"  vessel,  300. 

Villebois.     See  Michel. 

S  illemonde.    See  Beaujeu. 

Villemure.     See  L'Espervauche. 

Villiers,  Nicolas  Coulou,  sieur  de,  lieu- 
teuant,  71  ;  commandant  at  St.  Jo- 
seph's, 101,  111,  119,  130;  victory 
over  l^oxes  (1730),  xv,  109-120,  130, 
140,  142,  143,  152,  153,  155,  108;  ex- 
I-enses  of,  143;  to  re-establish  LaBaye, 
140,  150,  109;  orders  concerning,  182- 
1.S5,  ISS,  201,  202,  255  ;  Foxes  visit, 
108,  109,  182;  rashness,  xv,  201,  203; 
slain  by  Sauk,  xv,  188-191.  201-204; 
son  slain,  xv,  189,  202. 

Villiers,  Louis  Coulon  de,  messenger  to 
governor,  113,  117-120;  sent  lo 
France,  120,  130;  succeeds  father  In 
command,  188;  battle  with  S.iuk  and 
Foxes,  190,  202,  200;  commandant  at 
St.  Joseph's,  337,  302,  395.  432; 
letters  to,  ;!(>3  ;  letters  from.  .■;05,  o(>6 ; 
sketch,  113,  188. 

\  illiers  (de  Jumonville?) ,  wounded,  190. 

Villiers,  Marie  Coulon  de,  108. 

Villiers,  Marie  Anne  Coulon  de,  4:52. 

Nilliers,  Madame  de,  pension  foi-,  191, 
210.    See  also  Jumonville. 

N'incennes.    See  Fort  Vinceniies. 

N'inceniies,  Jean  Bai)tiste  Bissot,  sieur 
de,  29. 

\  incennes,  Frantjois  Margane  de  la  Val- 
terie.  sieur  de,  ensign.  71  :  command- 
ant among  Miami,  loi'.  147  :  illness, 
29;  removes  to  Louisiana.  133;  sfnln 

,  by  Chickasaw,  259,  276,  381-385^; 
sketcli.  29. 

Virginia,  governor  of.  106;  Ueet.  301. 

Volsy,  — ,  sieur  do,  leases  Fort  Ouiata- 
non,  435. 

WviiAsiiAW.  Sioux  dilef.  hostile,  362; 
speech.  323,  .VIA  \  vi.slts  Monheal.  .lOf. 
402;    kills    Frenolinian.   40'J ;  skctcLf, 

S2;5. 

Walipeton.  Sioux  tribe,  428. 

Wnkjindapl.    {"oe  Duaknntapi. 

>Vallaoe,  .L.  lllinnii  ami  f.ouiaioiui,  3. 

Wars:  .Austrl.'in  Sucoes.slon.  see  Klnjf 
(ieorgc's.  American  Revolution.  323. 
Black  Hawk's.  399.  1S12-15.  323. 
l-'renrh  and  Indian.  134.  207.  4.%6. 
King  Heorge's.  xvl.  1S3.  456;  docrarn- 
(lon  of.  440.  King  Willliun's.  135.  1S3, 
321.  Queen  .\nne's  (Spanish  Succes- 
sion). 103.  292. 
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Warren,  William  W.,  Uintoiy  of  the 
Ojihways,  l'4U, 

Washington,  Major  George,  at  Fort  Ne- 
cessity, 113;  meets  St.  I'ierre,  IGO. 

Weu  Indians.    See  Ouiatanon. 

Weiser,  Conrad,  Joiinial,  '280,  507. 

Western  Sea,  discovery  of,  144,  424  ; 
post  of,  450,  402,  403,  471,  501,  504  ; 
commandant,  433  ;  fur-trade,  230  ;  doc- 
uments concerning,  424. 

White  Kobe,  Kickapoo  orator,  41. 

Wild  goose,  as  Indian  totem,  247. 

Wild  rice,  habitat,  23,  25. 

Winnebago  (Puant)  Indians,  numbers, 
23,  248;  habitat,  23,  32,  89,  90,  303, 
400,  400;  village  descriljed,  23; 
burned,  33,  271  ;  allies  of  Foxes,  2,  4, 
6,  32,  33,  45,  207,  259,  203  ;  enemies, 
xiv,  80,  81,  80-100,  154,  325 ;  with- 
drawn from,  304  ;  among  Sioux,  07-70, 
207,  248,  204  ;  attack  Sioux,  272,  273  ; 
make  peace  with,  403 ;  chiefs  visit 
Montreal,  315-318,  329,  303,  421; 
speeches  of,  318,  325,  320,  334,  390, 
400,  401,  408 ;  promise  fidelity  to 
French,  209,  270,  425 ;  commended, 
400,  407  ;  promise  peace,  8  ;  captured, 
32,   209 ;   Frenchman   killed  by,    01  ; 


uf.'ir  Trempealeau,  108,  109;  desire 
to  join  Mascoutin,  383. 

Winnebago  County  (Wis.),  398. 

Winona  (Minn.)  Indian  village  site,  323. 

Winsor,  Justin,  M i.^sissippi  Basin,  103. 

Wisconsin,  first  settler  in,  270  ;  Indians, 
482  (^;ee  also  Chippewa,  Kickapoo, 
Mascoutin,  }»Ienomiuee,  Sauk  and 
Foxes,  Winnebago)  ;  Historical  Socie- 
ty, CoUections,  1,  2,  3,  0,  8,  9,  16,  19, 
21,  22,  23,  24,  20,  28,  29,  31,  34,  30, 
41,  42,  48,  53,  55,  03,  05,  08.  75,  78, 
84,  87,  88,  99,  100,  102,  109,  110,  112, 
113,  118,  125,  120,  135,  138,  144,  156, 
1G5,  181,  188,  190,  192,  193,  212,  223, 
230,  245,  249,  250,  203,  275,  315,  327, 
329,  332,  381,  393,  398,  399,  420,  432, 
433,  457  ;  Proceedings,  237,  308. 

Wolf,  as  Indian  totem,  249. 

Wolf  Indians.    See  Loup. 

Wyandotte.    See  Huron  and  Tlonnontate. 


Yazoo  Indians,  51. 

Vouville,  member  of  Sioux  company,  14. 


"Zepiiir,"  vessel,  493. 
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